THE SELFISH GIANT

BY
OSCAR WILDE
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About the Author

* Oscar Wilde was an Irish poet and playwright. After writing in different forms
throughout the 1880s, he became one of London's most popular playwrights in
the early 1890s. He is best remembered for his epigrams and plays, his
novel The Picture of Dorian Gray, and early death at age 46.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epigrams
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Picture_of_Dorian_Gray
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ABOUT THE STORY

* One of the most beautiful stories written by Oscar Wilde

e First published in 1888 with other stories “The Nightingale and the Rose”,
“The Devoted Friend” , “The Remarkable Rocket” and “The Happy Prince” ....

o [tis a short story with the elements of fairy tales and fantasy.
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Summary of the
Lesson
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* A group of children would play in the garden belonging to a giant each day after
school. One day, the giant returns home from a seven year visit to his friend, a
Cornish ogre. Furious at finding the children trespassing, he chases them out
and proceeds to build a wall around his garden. He erects a sign reading:
TRESPASSERS WILL BE PROSECUTED." The children are very sad, as playing on
the road is a poor substitute.

* When spring comes, life begins to blossom everywhere except the giant's

garden, where it remains winter. A single flower blooms but sinks back into the \
earth when it reads the sign on the gate. The Snow and the Frost decide to stay

in the garden, and invite the North Wind and Hail to join them. Seasons pass but

it stays winter in the giant's garden.
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* One morning, the giant hears a linnet singing outside his window, and is \\//

astonished to find the spring weather has finally come to his garden. He sees the =
cause- some children have snuck through a hole in his wall and are playing in his

garden. He sees a small boy crying because he cannot reach the lowest branches.

This corner of the garden is still covered in snow. The giant is moved by pity,

realizing how selfish he has been. He enters the garden, the children flee and

winter returns.
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But he lifts the little crying boy and places him in the tree, telling the children
the garden is theirs now. The children return to play and the garden turns to
spring once more. The children return but the crying boy has vanished. Over the
years, the giant grows old and watches the children play from his armchair. One
day he sees the small boy under the same tree, which has turned beautiful and
white. The giant approaches and sees the boy has wounds on his hands and feet.
He asks the boy who injured him, so that the giant may avenge him, but the child
says they are the wounds of love, and as the giant allowed him to play in his
garden, so would the boy take the giant to his garden in Paradise. Later, the
other children find the giant lying dead under the tree, covered in white
blossom.






)

The theme of this story is that having a warm heart will
make you happier. When the giant had a heart of cold, it
turned everything and his environment cold and depressing
too. When he had a heart filled with warmness, he was
happier and so was everything around him. Basically you
-, choose the way you want to live your life. You can live your

life with a cold heart or a heart of warmth.
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