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Don’t bite your nails, Amanda! 

Don’t hunch your shoulders, Amanda! 

Stop that slouching and sit up straight,

Amanda!

(There is a languid, emerald sea, 

where the sole inhabitant is me—

a mermaid, drifting blissfully.)



Did you finish your homework, Amanda?

Did you tidy your room, Amanda? 

I thought I told you to clean your shoes, 

Amanda!

(I am an orphan, roaming the street.

I pattern soft dust with my hushed, bare feet. 

The silence is golden, the freedom is sweet.)



Don’t eat that chocolate, Amanda!

Remember your acne, Amanda!

Will you please look at me when I’m speaking to you,

Amanda!

(I am Rapunzel, I have not a care; 

life in a tower is tranquil and rare;

I’ll certainly never let down my bright hair!)



Stop that sulking at once, Amanda! 

You’re always so moody, Amanda!

Anyone would think that I nagged at you,

Amanda!



Summary
This poem depicts the state of a little girl’s mind who is constantly 
instructed about do’s and don’ts by her elders. She is told not to 
hunch her shoulders and to sit up straight. She is told to finish her 
homework and tidy her room. She is forbidden from eating a 
chocolate that she has. But all the time, the little girl Amanda keeps 
dreaming of a life of freedom in the open. She dreams of mermaids 
in the sea, of roaming barefoot in the dusty street and of the golden 
haired Rapunzel who lived alone in a high tower. She takes no note of 
what is being said to her. Then she is rebuked for being moody and 
sulking all the time.



Literary Device
1. Anaphora- Don’t bite…don’t hunch

2. Imagery- drifting like a mermaid

3. Alliteration- Stop that slouching and sit up straight

4. Rhyme pattern-aaba ccc

5. Allusion- Rupanzal


