
CHAPTER-3 

THE DELHI SULTAN 



DELHI SULTANS 

• Delhi first became the capital of a kingdom 
under the Tomara Rajputs. 

• The transformation of Delhi into a capital that 
controlled vast areas of the subcontinent 
started with the foundation of the Delhi 
Sultanate in the beginning of the thirteenth 
century. 



The rulers of Delhi 



Finding out about the Delhi Sultans 
• Although inscriptions, coins and architecture 

provide a lot of information, especially valuable 
are “histories”, tarikh (singular) / tawarikh 
(plural), written in Persian,the language of 
administration under the Delhi Sultans. 

• The authors of tawarikh were learned men: 
secretaries, administrators, poets and courtiers, 
who both recounted events and advised rulers on 

    governance, emphasising the importance of just 
rule. 



The expansion of the Delhi Sultanate 

• The first set of campaigns along the “internal 
frontier” of the Sultanate aimed at consolidating 
the hinterlands of the garrison towns. 

• The second expansion occurred along the 
“external frontier” of the Sultanate. Military 
expeditions into southern India started during the 
reign of Alauddin Khalji and culminated with 
Muhammad Tughluq.  

• In their campaigns, Sultanate armies captured 
elephants, horses and slaves and carried away 
precious metals. 

 



Administration and consolidation 
under the Khaljis and Tughluqs 

• Rather than appointing aristocrats and landed 
chieftains as governors, the early Delhi Sultans, 
especially Iltutmish, favoured their special slaves 
purchased for military service, called bandagan in 
Persian.  

• They were carefully trained to man some of the most 
important political offices in the kingdom. Since they 
were totally dependent upon their master, the Sultan 
could trust and rely upon them. 

• The patronage of these humble people by the Delhi 
Sultans also shocked many elites and the authors of 
Persian tawarikh criticised the Delhi Sultans for 
appointing the “low and base-born” to high offices. 



Administration and consolidation 
under the Khaljis and Tughluqs(cont…) 

• Like the earlier Sultans, the Khalji and Tughluq 
monarchs appointed military commanders as 
governors of territories of varying sizes.  

• These lands were called iqta and their holder was 
called iqtadar or muqti. The duty of the muqtis 
was to lead military campaigns and maintain law 
and order in their iqtas. 

•  In exchange for their military services, the muqtis 
collected the revenues of their assignments as 
salary.They also paid their soldiers from these 
revenues. 

 



Administration and consolidation 
under the Khaljis and Tughluqs(cont…) 

• Under Alauddin Khalji the state brought the 
assessment and collection of land revenue 
under its own control. 

• There were three types of taxes –  

(1) on cultivation called kharaj and amounting to 
about 50 percent of the peasant’s produce, 

(2) on cattle and 

(3) on houses. 

 





The Sultanate in the fifteenth and 
sixteenth centuries 

• You will notice that after the Tughluqs, the Sayyid 
and Lodi dynasties ruled from Delhi and Agra 
until 1526. 

• This was also the period which saw the 
emergence of new ruling groups like the Afgans 
and Rajputs. 

• Some of the states established in this period were 
    small but powerful and extremely well 

administered. 
• Sher Shah captured Delhi and established his own 

dynasty. 
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