(LESSON -3 )

A WISE GRANDMOTHER
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ESP75I

e  Perhapsall of you know whatariddle is.
It is not only interesting but also amusing to solve a riddle. Here are
someriddles. Try to solve them.

e |amonceintea,

Twicein coffee,

Butnotinsugar.

Whoam|?

° | have acrown

Butlamnotaking,
I wake up earlyinthe morning
Butlam notawatchman.
Whoam|?

e Nowlet'stryanother:
“How can you make a rope of ashes ?”
Not easy to answer ? Don't worry.
Let'sread astory and get the answer.




I WHILE-READING

Text
® SGP-1

® Read paragraphs 1-4silently and answer the questions that follow.

1. Inthe good old days in Japan, there lived a young farmer with his old
grandmother. Taro, the young farmer, loved his grandmother very
much. Like the other farmers in the village, Taro too grew his own rice,
wheat and vegetables, and lived in peace and happiness. But things
don't go the same way always. Once there was no rainfall. A drought
came and dried the fields and wells. Slowly food became scarce. The
people feared that within a few days there would be no food at all.

2. The headman of the village was very much worried. “We must think of
some ways to solve this problem”, he told in a meeting of the villagers.
“Each one must have some food,” said one farmer, “but nothing can be
grown without water”.

3.  “l know. Now the only solution is to move away from our village to the
nearby mountainside. Let the young people stay here as they are strong
and can work hard to improve the situation”. After a moment's silence,
the headman continued, “All the old people above sixty should leave
and go to the mountain village where it would be easier to get food”.

4, Allthe families said a sad farewell to their dear old ones who left for the
mountain village. But Taro could not bear the parting because of his
deep attachment to his dear grandmother. So he quietly took her to an
underground room at the back of the courtyard. He supplied her food
and looked after all her needs there.

e  Comprehension Questions:

Who was Taro? Who lived with him ?

What kind of life did Taro live ?

What troubles came to the villagers ?

Who were forced to leave the village ? Why ?
Who stayed back in the village ? Why ?

Was the village headman's decision right ?
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How did the young people feel when they said goodbye to their old
parents and grandparents ?

How would you feel if you were the young villagers ?

Why did Taro not send his grandma with other old people ?

What did he do with her ?

SGP-2
Read paragraphs 5-8 silently and answer the questions that follow.

5.

But troubles followed one after the other. A few weeks later, the village
headman had to put up a notice which was very important for everyone
to read. It was from the warlord of the neighbouring town who
threatened to take half the land if the villagers failed to answer the three
riddles sent by him. But if they answered them correctly, he promised,
he would give the villagers all the food they needed.

Taro quickly ran home to tell his grandmother all about the riddles as he
hoped the village headman may allow her to stay in the village if she
could tell the right answers. “Grandmother, listen, please listen
carefully. Can you tell which part of a log is close to the top and which
part is closer to the root?”, Taro said. The old lady closed her eyes to
think hard. She opened her eyes and said, “Float the log on water. The
part closer to the root will sink but the part close to the top will remain
on water”.




7. Tarosmiled with happiness. Feeling sure that the answer was correct, he
asked the second riddle. “How can you make a rope of ashes,
grandma?” The grandma's forehead creased as she closed her eyes to
think hard. She opened her eyes and said, “Take a strong rope. Pour salt
all over it. Light one end of the rope. It'll burn slowly inch by inch and
what's left at the end is the coil of ashes”. “Wow, that's great. You're
superb, grandma! So now, can | ask the third riddle ?”, said Taro.

8. “Go ahead, let me see if | can answer”, said the grandmother with a
smile. “Well, well, this is the last one, grandma. How can you pass the
silk thread through a hollow pipe which is crooked and curved?” The
grandmother gave a hearty laugh. “That's easy. Take the thread, tie the
leg of an ant to the thread, put some honey at one end of the pipe and
push the ant from the other end. The ant is sure to crawl through for the
honey at the other end, however crooked or curved the pipe may be”.

“How wonderful ! That’s like my grandma !”
e  Comprehension Questions:
What did the warlord want the villagerstodo ?
What was the warlord's first riddle ?
What was the grandmother's answertoit ?
What was the second riddle ?
What wastherightanswertoit?
What was the third riddle ?
What was the answer ?

When the grandma listened to the riddles she kept her eyes closed for
some time. Why ?

9. Will Taro take his grandma to the village headman to answer the
warlord’sriddles ?

Read the last part of the story and know.

e SGP-3
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e  Read paragraphs9-11silentlyand answer the questions that follow.

18. Taro was thrilled. He jumped and clapped with joy. “I'm lucky to have
such a wise grandmother”. And with these words, he rushed to the
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village headman. He told him all the answers which the headman too
said were correct. The headman was highly pleased to know how wise a
young boy he had in his village.

“Oh, no, Sir. It isn't me who answered”, said Taro humbly, bowing his
head. “Itis my grandmother who answered all of them”.

The headman was full of remorse and shame for having thought all the
old people useless. He thanked Taro and showered him with gifts. And in
a gathering of all the people of the village, he gladly honoured the
grandmother whose wisdom had saved the village.

The same day the village headman ordered all the old people to be
brought back respectfully to the village where they lived in comfort and
happiness. Then it rained and all the wells were filled. The land grew
wellandrich again, thanksto Taro's grandmother.

prehension Questions:

The village headman was full of shame and repentance. Why ?
How did he deal with Taro and grandmother ?

Why did he reward them ?

What did he do with the old people ?

What happened when the old people returned to the village ?

POST-READING

Visual Memory Development Technique (VMDT):

WholeText : Taro's life, drought, old people driven out, warlords

Part

riddles answered, Taro and grandma, honoured,
old men returned, happy and peaceful life restored

Paragraph 2 - Taro with grandma in the village, no
rainfall, old people moved to the nearby mountain
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[Zl Comprehension Activities:
a. MCQs
Choose the correct alternatives and complete the sentences.
1. Tarolived happily with his
A. father C. grandfather

B. mother D. grandmother

2. Thevillage headman ordered the old people to move to the nearby

A. hillside C. mountainside
B. lakeside D. roadside

3. Tarohidhisgrandmotherin

A. anold building C. afarmhouse
B. anundergroundroom  D. agrainstore
4. The setthreeriddles forthe villagers.
A. warlord C. judge
B. landlord D. king
5. answered alltheriddles.
A. Thevillage headman C.Taro
B. The old villagers D. Taro'sgrandmother

b. Matchthe SGPswith their mainideas.

A B
SGP-1 *riddles and theiranswers
SGP-2 * grandmother was hidden
SGP-3 *droughtinthevillage

* peace and happiness returned to
lifeinthe village
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El Listening:
Listen to your teacher reading out the paragraph.
Fillin the gaps while listening.

“That's easy. Take the thread, tie the ofananttothethread, putsome
at one end of the and push the ant from the other
. The ant is sure to through the at the

other end, however or the pipe may be.”

4 | Speaking:

Here are some dialogues of the conversation between Taro and his
grandmother. Practise them.

Steps for practice:

1. Rehearsal- teacher reads aloud, students listen. Teacher reads aloud
and students repeat after him/her dialogue by dialogue.

2. TeachervsStudents

3. Studentsvsstudents (intwo groups)
(They do thisreading from the text.)

Taro 3 Grandma, listen. Please listen carefully.

Grandmother: Yes.

Taro : Canyou pleasesolve ariddle forme ?

Grandmother: Yes, with pleasure.

Taro : Can you tell which part of a log is close to the top and

which partis closerto the root ?

Grandmother: (Closes her eyes foramoment and says) Float the
log on water. The part closer to the root will sink,
but the part closer to the top will float.

Taro : Thank You. A second question for you : How can
you make arope of ashes ?

Grandmother: Hum..m............. Well, take a strong rope. Pour salt all
over the rope. Light one end of it. It'l burn
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slowlyinch by inch and what's left at theend s
the coil of ashes.

Taro : Wow ! That's great ! You're superb, grandma !
So, can |l ask my last question ?
Grandmother: Goahead. Let me seeifl can.

El Vocabulary:

a. Read the clues and find the words in the story. Figures in brackets

indicate the paragraph numbers.

Clues Words in the text

=  amilitaryruler(5)

= bentand rounded (8)

=  adifficult question (5)

=  aperiodwithoutrain (1)

=  overjoyed (9)

= afeeling of guilty (10)

. not easily available (1)
b. Riddle Game

Match the riddles with the correct pictures.
(i) lamabamboo with seven eyes.
(i) Atnighttheking had cows many,
But in the morning there was not any.
(iii) In the morning of life | go on four legs,
At mid-daylgoontwo,
Inthe eveninglgo onthree legs,
Whoam|? Tell me true.
(iv) I'mkicked rightand left,
Airis myfood,
Tell'who lamifyou are good.
(v) I'minyourroom,
Yousiton me;
If you cut my head,
I'mon your head;
If youthen cut my head,
I'm everywhere.




c. Write some riddles. One is done for you. Ask your friends/class to solve
yourriddles.

(i) I have legs but cannot walk. (table/chair)

El Writing :
Write answers to the following questions.

i.  Why did the crops fail ?

Ans: Once there was no . Ponds and
dried up. Adrought . It dried
Sothe crops

ii. Whydidthevillage headman send all the old people out of the village ?
Ans:

iii. Whyweretheyoungpeople notsentout?

Ans:




iv. ~Whatdid Tarodo with hergrandmother?
Ans:

v. What did the warlord want the villagers to do ?
Ans:

vi. What was the warlord's first riddle ?
Ans:

vii. What was the grandmother's answer to it ?
Ans:

viii. What was his second riddle ?
Ans:

ix. What was its answer ?
Ans:




Xx. Whatwashisthirdriddle ?
Ans:

xi. What was its right answer ?
Ans:

xii. How did the village headman feel when he knew about the
grandmother'srole ?
Ans:

xiii. What did he do for Taro and his grandmother ?
Ans:

xiv. What happened after the old people returned ?
Ans:
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7 | Mental Talk :

=  QOldis gold.
= Weowe alot tooureldersin the first place. So elderly people must be
taken care of.
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Tail-piece

It is the age-old experience and wisdom of our elderly people that counts
much. You got to know it from the story “A Wise Grandmother”. Let's read
another story and see what it tells.

The Text
THE LAND WITHOUT OLD MEN

Long long ago, in one cold country, all the young people decided to kill all the
old people. What was the use of their going on living with their white beard
andall ? They had had their life, they had had their time, and that was that.

“But we need them”, said a man who was not very old and not very young.

But the king was young. So giving the order did not trouble him. He declared
that anyone who had reached the age of fifty was to be killed. Thus lots of
wise old men were killed and lots of wisdom passed away with them.

Only one kind-hearted young man took pity on his old father. After all, he
owed his life to his father. So, he hid him away in an underground room and
took care of him.

Time passed and a terrible drought came. The young people tried to put up
with all kinds of troubles, but more and more troubles followed. The snow
melted and spring came. But they did not have a single grain of seed to putin
the ground.

The old man in the cellar could see that his son was going about looking very
unhappy all the time. One day he asked him, “Are you in trouble, my son? Tell
your father all about it. He may be able to help you”.
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The son told him all about the troubles, from beginning to end. The old man
thought for a while, and then said, “Don't tell anybody anything now. But
when the last patches of snow melt on the fields, take your plough and
plough up thelanein front of your house”.

When the spring came and the snow melted, the son did as his old father had
told him. And what did he see? There came a quick spring rain, and out of the
ground there began to grow wheat and maize, oats and barley, and even
beans and peasin some places.

It seemed so wonderful that the news of it spread up and down the country. It
was a thing no one had ever heard of a man's growing crops without putting
seedsinthe ground.

The king got to hear of it too. He quickly ordered the boy to be brought before
him.

“What did you do? How did you doit?”, the king started asking him questions
atonce. Infear, the boy told the truth.

“Bring me your father here,” the king ordered. So the old man was brought
before the king.

“What made you think there would be seeds in the doorway ?”

“Well, Your Majesty, just think of how many seeds drop on the ground when
people carry the corn home on their carts.”

The wise old man was given a royal reward. He had saved the life of the whole
nation.

And ever since then, they have respected all old people.

Word Note

ashes : the powder that remains after a human body (something) is
burnt, Q14

attachment : a feeling of love or strong liking for someone or something,
oRIQ gD

courtyard : anopenspaceinsideorinfrontofalarge house, 296l

creased : made lines by folding skin on forehead, 980, 6RIQI6RIQ!

crooked : bent, oI

curved : bentround, 9@ 9@ o

-«



drought : a long period of time when there is little or no rain, €@,
ARQE

farewell (opposite-welcome) :  saying goodbye, 3aia:

forehead : thepartofthefaceabovetheeyesand below the hair, @di@

improve : tobecome better than before, 296 @<

promise : to tell someone that you will definitely do or not do
(something), 968l @8l

remorse : afelling of guilty, 2gela

riddle : puzzle, a question that is difficult to understand, and that has
asurprising answer, 650 A<

scarce : hard or difficult to find, not easily available, QR

thread : alongthin piece of cotton, wool, silk etc. used for sewing, 4@l

threaten : totellsomeonethatyou will kill or hurt or trouble etc,
MA@ 6@

thrilled : very excited and pleased, very much happy, aade, 926 ¢4, 2
)

troubles : problems, difficulties, worries, 21Q@I, Ayl

warlord : amilitary leader who controls a particular area ora country,
dRcIen sIae

Tail-piece
melt : tomake or become aliquid by heating, 0084l

passaway : die, FQQ|

reward (opposite - punishment) : somethinggivenin return of good work,

geia
royal : relatingtoakingoraqueen ortheir family, Qiex1a
terrible : making frightened, unpleasant, @9«

wisdom . the quality of being wise, 819
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