Father to Son




Elizabeth Jennings

_ Elizabeth Joan Jennings, poet, bhorn July 18 1926; died October 26 \

% 2001,

Elizabeth was born in Boston, Lincolnshire, England in July 18, 1926,
Her father was a respected Chief Medical Officer who moved the
family to Oxford when she was =iz years old, She later discovered
poetry while attending the O=ford high schoaol.

After attending 5t Anne's College, Oxford, Elizabeth became a
librarian at Oxford city library, Having more time to focus on her
wiiting she published her first collection of poetry (1953) which drew the attention
of Fobert Conguest, Mr, Conguest would |ater publish her work with the likes of
fammous authors Kingsley Amis, Philip Larkin, Thom Gunn and others in his 1956
"Mew Lines Anthology”, which would later become known as "The Moverment”,

Throughout the 1960's, Elizabeth was one of the most popular poets in England.

She never married and published a great number of works, Elizabeth once said, I
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...... a lamenting father

Father to Son

I do not understand this child
Though we have lived together now
In the same house for years. I know
Mothing of him, so try to build
Up a relationship from how

He was when small. ¥et have I
The seed I spent or sown it wk
The land is his and none of mir
We speak like strangers, there'
Of understanding in the air.
This child is built to my design
Yet what he loves 1 cannot sh.
Silence surrounds us. T would t
Him prodigal, returning to

His father's house, the home h
Rather than see him make and
His world. I would forgive him t
Shaping from sorrow a new lov
Father and son, we both must
On the same globe and the sar
He speaks: I cannot understan
rMyself, why anger grows fram

We each put out an empty hanu,
Longing for something to forgive,




FATHER TO SON

The poem revolves around a conflict between father and
son who are in a serious communication gap. Though they
live in the same house/globe, they are like strangers to
each other. The father broods over this and this forms the

centre of the poem.
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« He introspects with an agrarian imagery
where he feels he has sown his seed in a
stranger’s land that forbids him from
owning it. He admits that he cannot
share what his son loves and expects
him to come back home like the
Prodigal/lost son in the parable of Jesus
in the Bible. He is ready to forgive him
and develop a new love from sorrow.
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 But his son feels anger growing out ot
sorrow and admits the vain efforts of
both in understanding each other.
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| he feels that he has been responsible for this strain | | chasm between father and his son @ fairly Universal phenomenon

the son has become a stranger to h|m falherfeels thal he does not understand his son
fatherwants to start afresh recall moments when he was a child \ / father's love unrecmrocated

Iackofcommumcahon betweenthem Father to Son fatherfnds it impossible to share his son's likes and d|sl|kes

W|de quif between lhem he wants him to return to him like a prodigal son
fathel‘s sorrow at times takes the form of anqer GENERATION GAP
ELIZABETH JENNINGS lhev try to reach out to each other but the quif is too W|de




Let Us Revise:

* How is the father's helplessness brotght

out in the poem?
* Why is the father angry?



