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PREFACE

This novel is an endeavour to introduce the concept of art
integration with social science. It advocates innovation
for good pedagogical, research-based reasons and
impactful learning.

Through this novel we intend to compare and contrast
rural and urban livelihoods. The visuals and characters
will provide in depth understanding of life of people in
rural and urban India.

To access the comic book and additional interactive 

digital content, download DIKSHA app from Google 

Play Store on your android smart phone or tablet.



DISCLAIMER

This graphic comic is a support material to develop the
interest of the learners in understanding the concept of
“Rural and Urban Livelihood”. The content is developed
by the faculty of Springdales School, Pusa Road. This
creative output ensures originality of content, ideas and
illustrations.

The story has truly been a work of imagination and the
characters and incidents are purely fictitious. The content
aims to ensure the better understanding of the concepts
to the students giving them a wide scope of many
research oriented activities.

Certain characters, places and incidents are the product
of imagination and any resemblance to actual persons,
living or dead or actual events or locals is entirely
coincidental. No part of this novel can be scanned.
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LEARNING 
OUTCOMES

The students should be able to distinguish
between Rural and Urban Livelihoods in the
following context:

• Types of livelihood prevalent in Villages and
Cities.

• Types of farming practices in rural areas.

• Types of occupations in urban areas.

• Factors responsible for availability of 
different occupations in rural and urban 
India.
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A group of four students is going to a village to experience rural life and see for themselves 

how the people make their  livelihood  A rustic village is chosen for the excursion to draw 

contrast between rural and urban life. The children are accompanied by their teacher and 

a bus driver who is driving them to his village. Alighting from the bus....

Village name: Naya Gaon, Location: Munna Nagar
The students and their teacher stayed overnight at the dharamshala with consent of their parents.

Yes children, Madam ji is correct. 

The farmers sell their surplus crops 

to big traders. . . That is my friend, 

Mohanlal’s  hut. They also have two 

children of your age. How about 

meeting them?

All children: Ok driver 

uncle let’s go to your 

friend’s hut.

Shweta: Look at the farms children. We get most 

of our food from these farms. The farmers really 

work hard to give us this produce.

Dhruv: But ma’am, we 

get most of our food 

from the nearby grocery.

Other children: - Ha! Ha! Shweta : Children it is 

produced here in 

farms and then 

transported by trucks.  
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In the farm. . .



On reaching Mohanlal’s hut. The children see the  grandma weaving baskets with her 

grand-daughter, Meena who seems to be very good at it .

Meena takes the school children to the field to meet with her father and mother. On the way 

the children  stop at a street tea stall for some refreshments. Here they are served samosa and 

rusk with tea.

Dadi I have made it. 

Is it fine?

Practice daily with me and 

soon you will be an expert my 

girl.

Pranam Maaji … Where is Mohan lal

and his wife?

They are  both working in the 

field.

And bhai has 
gone to school.

I wish I could get 

coffee house here!!

School Girl 1: Ya … ya 

and Dunkin Donughts 

also. Why not!!

Ya … ya and a 

restaurant also. Why 

not!!

We will get hot samosas, tea and rusk at 

the tea-stall here.

Others: Wow! So 

exciting
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The school children are taken to the farmlands by the little village girl and her brother. 

There they meet the children’s parents who are busy in the paddy fields.

See bhaiya is also here, 

Bhaiya! Bhaiya! Look who all 

are here…….

Hello! everyone, how are you ?
School Children: Hello! Uncle and 

aunty how are you ?

Wow! Uncle you have a big paddy field 

and the crop looks ready for harvest. 

You have indeed put in a lot of hard 

work.

Thanks a lot Beta! Yes, a lot of 

hard work has gone into this. My 

wife and I have nurtured the 

fields with love.

5



Most of the Indian rural families are hired labourers and they work on  a rented piece of land 

for which they need to pay the crop produce as rent and hence are left with the bare 

minimum to meet their personal needs. They are left in debt. 

Yes, we have worked very hard. However, during the 

monsoon the produce suffers as the crops are ruined and 

we have nothing to return to the money lender, neither 

the crops nor the cash.

We have just finished harvesting with the help of my farmer friends. The money lender gave me seeds and 

fertilizer as loan against my moveable assets which included my motor-cycle, tractor and some family jewels. I 

need to repay the money lender with this paddy harvest. I will be left with hardly anything for the family.

School Children: Are you then required to give all 

this to money lender in return for the support he 

provided you at the time of sowing?

Yes my child!

Take loan from a lender? Why didn’t you 

approach the bank? Teacher didn’t you tell us 

that banks provide loans to farmers at very 

low interests?

There are no banks in the village. The 

nearest is 10Km away and I've heard there 

is a lot of paperwork involved. Besides how 

can I go there. I have no money for travel 

expenses. All farmers here approach the 

money  lender.
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The school children then meet other villagers whose livelihood depends on 

collection of wood and berries from forest, animal husbandry and dairy produce. 

I am going to the coast to catch some fish which I shall auction to fetch some 

money and feed my children. 

What are you doing 

aunty?

Will you get 

the fish all 

the year 

round?

7

No! Every year, for at least about 

four months during the monsoon, 

we cannot go to the sea because 

this is when the fish breed. 

During these months we survive 

by borrowing money from the 

trader. Because of this later on 

we are forced to sell the fish to 

the trader and cannot make any 

money for ourselves. 



The school children and village children are seen playing a game of hopscotch and 

marbles. They engage in some conversations of urban life.

What do your parents 

do to earn a living?

My father works in a huge factory. He is a daily wage 

worker. Once he was not well and could not go for 

work for about a week. He did not get paid for that 

week. It was a difficult time.

In the village my uncles work 

as farmers, agricultural 

laborers and masons to make 

ends meet.

Is it like that in 

the city as well?

Not always. My father works in a bank. He gets a salary at the end of the 

month which is good enough to meet all our needs. How about coming with me 

to the city. My dad could help your father in getting a loan for his land, so that 

your father could be the owner of the land.
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I have to help mother in milking the cows. 

I cannot come with you.
I am going to collect mahua, tendu leaves, 

honey from the forest to sell to the traders. 

Will you come with me ?

There are various service providers in rural areas such as blacksmiths, nurses, teachers, 

washermen, weavers, barbers, tailors, cycle repair mechanics, lorry drivers, 
construction workers and so on. There are also some shopkeepers and traders.



Dhruv came up with a proposal. . .

Ma’am can we not take them to 

the city and help them procure a 

loan for their farm?

That’s a good idea if we take them to the city, we can 

arrange them some money with which the farmer can 

buy fertilizers and seeds for his crop.

Shweta takes the proposal further and tries to convince Mohanlal. . .

How about coming with us to the city 

tomorrow? We can find the solution to 

your problem.

Madam ji! Are you  sure it is safe to go to the 

city? Will the money lender not get angry? How 

will I save myself from his trap?

Don't worry I will talk to the 

money lender and ensure 

your safety.

So we leave tomorrow morning at 5:00 a.m. 

Make sure you get your Aadhaar card, ration 

card, two photographs, land papers along with 

you.

Hurray! Meena and Sonu you also 

come along and we will show you 

our city.

9



The next morning Mohanlal and his children are up early and waiting with all required 

documents near the school bus. 

Shweta and the students walking towards 

the bus.
Ma'am Look Suman!

d

I think, suman wants 

to come with us.

d

Surbhi : How nice! Shweta: Hopefully the ignorance of 

the villagers will come to an end with 

this decision of Mohan Lal.

10

The school authorities extended a helping hand and agreed to drive Mohan Lal to city along with  the 

school children.



CROSSWORD TIME!

© Springdales School, Pusa Road

Across

2. Suman went to the forest to collect tendu, honey and________

to sell it to trader.

5. Mohan Lal had taken money for seeds and fertilizers from a __ 

_______in the village.

Down
1.The food crop grown by the villagers.

3. Dhruv's father worked in a ____________

4. In the village grandma used to ____ baskets

6. Mohan Lal owed lot of money to the moneylender. He was in____

7. The children ate______as refreshments in the village.
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Write adjectives that describe MohanLal in the Story

© Springdales School, Pusa Road12

VOCABULARY

What are the various occupations of rural areas?



All board the bus and are set to go . . .

d d

This is so exciting to visit the 

city and see big buildings, 

lights, cars and fancy markets, 

big roads.

They reach the city: a market buzzing with activity. . .  Children alight from the bus.

d

How colorful these flowers 

are! These flowers look so 

beautiful.

She is a florist and sells 

flowers for special 

occasions.

d

And that’s the 

newspaper vendor, he sells 

newspapers to everyone in

the city.

And look we buy vegetables 

and fruits from this vendor.
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: I hope I have made 

the right decision 

and this will help me 

in my future.



Why is this man sleeping on this 

three wheeled cycle? What is it 

called?

d

He is a rickshaw puller! 

Come lets take a ride.

I am Bachchu Manjhi and I come from a village in Bihar. I 

earn between Rs. 200-300 every day, out of which I spend Rs. 

100-150 on food and rent. The rest I save for my family. This 

is the benefit of working on my own. I visit my village two or 

three times a year to see my family. 

Did you require a loan to 

buy a rickshaw?

I bought an old cycle rickshaw and paid 

for it in installments. This was many 

years ago. 
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Shweta and the children went to the market.

There is a lot of hustle and bustle in the market.

Oh my God! This is a huge market. 

Do the vendors not obstruct traffic 

and movement of people? 

The government is thinking about modifying the law that banned 

street vendors, so that they have a place to work and that there is 

also a free flow of traffic and people. Hawking zones have been 
suggested for towns and cities.

It has also been suggested that mobile vendors 
should be allowed to move around freely.

d

Ma’am let’s eat vermicelli and 

vegetable momos. They are very 

famous here.

Lips Smacking! 

This is so different from 

our food in the village.  

It is so tasty.

15

There are almost one crore 'street vendors' 

in the country. With the efforts of 

organisations, Street vending is now 

considered a benefit and a right of people to 

earn their livelihood. It is no longer an 
obstruction for the traffic.



d

Uncle did you 

prepare it yourself?

I buy flour, vegetables and oil to 

make this. My wife and I cook at 

home and then I bring it here and 

sell it to earn a living.

Children while enjoying their meal look around and are amazed by the awe-struck 

showrooms.

At the cash counter: How can 

I help you?

d

I want a nice scarf for 

my friend.

This is so pretty. It has 

beautiful motifs embroidered 

all over.

16



At the Production House. The children from the village are anxious to see the production 

unit and meet with the skilled crafts men who embroidered the scarves.

d

Uncle who has 

made these 

scarves?

d

Come with me, I will show you our workshop. 

About 50 workers work here relentlessly on 

sewing machines to produce these scarves. 

PRODUCTION HOUSEDo you give them 

money?  How much do 

these workers earn? Yes! I give them Rs.200/-

per day. They get money 

according to the number of 

days. 

d

So uncle you mean to 

say that they are daily 

wage earners?
Yes!
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The children buy the scarves and leave the market to visit their father at the bank.

The city seems to have 

great opportunities to 

make a decent living 

and lead a comfortable 

life.

People can earn a living by 

pursuing dentistry, managerial 

post in multinational 

companies, BPOs and banking, 

self-owned businesses in the 
food and beverage industries. 

The food seller has food to eat and 

money for his other requirements by 

selling the food  he prepares.

I think people here do not need 

loans as they have various options 

to earn money.
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This is my father’s bank and I can ask him to help you get a loan.

d

Good Afternoon Papa! 

Meet my new friends I made 

on my excursion to the village.

Namaste Uncle!
Hello! How can I help you?

d

Papa Sonu’s father is a farmer in the village and 

he is in debt, he requires some loan from the 

bank to payoff  the moneylender and buy some 

seeds for the coming season.

Yes Sure! I can help him get the loan. Sonu you 

can bring your father tomorrow with all the 

necessary documents.
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d

Mohanlal arrives at the Bank. . .

d

Namaste Sahib! Namaste! Come sit down and 

show me your Aadhaar card. 

Ration card! Photograph!

Ji sahib! 
Put your thumb 

impressions.
Sahib I do not know 

how to sign.

It took almost a week to release the loan in the name of Mohanlal who was assisted by the teacher, 

Shweta in completing necessary formalities. Finally, Mohanlal receives the loan which he promises to 

pay in easy installments as drafted by the bank and returns to his village happy and content.
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God 

bless you!

Thank you to all of you for bringing us here and 

helping us.

The family from the village is seen off by the children at the bus terminal.

Urban children in school the next day sharing their experiences at the village.

All the best! Hope we meet 

again.

In the village there are very 

less resources and very few 

opportunities for people to 

earn money.

The government must extend 

more banking services to the 

remote villages so that more 

people can benefit. 
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After reading the above story make a comparative 

analysis on the basis of the following parameters:

TEST YOUR UNDERSTANDING

Imagine you are Sonu, write a diary entry

expressing your feelings about your trip to city

and your concerns about changing existing

practices to make the villagers self reliant.

© Springdales School, Pusa Road

THINK & CREATE
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WORD SEARCH

On the basis of your reading, find words from the

word search below that describe the urban

livelihood

© Springdales School, Pusa Road23



• Livelihood: a means of securing the necessities of life.

• Surplus: an excess of production or supply.

• Basket Weaving: a method in which two distinct sets of

yarns or twigs are interlaced at right angles to form a

basket

• Harvest: the process or period of reaping/cutting the

crops

• Nurture: care for and protect

• Money Lender: a person whose business is lending

money to others who pay interest.

• Debt: a sum of money that is owed or due.

• Loan: sum of money that borrowed and is expected to

be paid back with interest

• Animal Husbandry: the care, cultivation, and breeding

of crops and animals

• Procure: obtain

• Ignorance: lack of knowledge or information

• Hustle and bustle: a state of great activity

• Relentlessly: persistently, continuously

• Remote: situated far from the main centres of

population

GLOSSARY

© Springdales School, Pusa Road
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Change is inevitable. The challenges faced by the entire world this

year has led to innumerable opportunities specially in the area of

learning. The entire education community - teachers, students and

parents have reinvented themselves for a new learning order. The

power of technology has resonated across families, schools, countries

and the world. From cloud computing, breakout rooms, creating

apps, machine learning and the internet of things have all come

together to advance educational practices.

Teachers across CBSE schools have connected on a common

platform of a graphic novel/comic. A step towards meta cognition

and meta learning.

My deep appreciation for Mr. Sandeep Sethi (Director Education,

M.S.M.S.II, Museum Trust) who has worked tirelessly to bring the

teaching community together.

Ms Anita Karwal (IAS) Secretary Education, Government of India

is the shinning light of education across the country. Her creativity,

enthusiasm and love for innovation is unparalleled.

Mr. Manoj Ahuja, IAS, Chairman, CBSE whose vision ignited this

idea and inspired us to undertake this enriching experience.

My teachers of Springdales School, Pusa Road who are extremely

innovative have taken this initiative to a higher level of aesthetics

and engagement and brought out a remarkable and creative tool of

learning.

Dr.  Ameeta Mulla Wattal

(Principal, Springdales School, Pusa Road)

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK
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SUMMARY

The novel is luminous, urgent and necessary, a
courageous and thoughtful endeavour of little children
to remove ignorance and dispense light in the shadowed
lives of the villagers.

The children too young to be self- reliant have their
guardian’s back at all times and are facilitated to
execute their ideas and bring some light at the end of
the tunnel.

Do the villagers endow their trust upon these school
going children is what will unfold as the story rolls
out…….
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