


DISCLAIMER

This graphic novel is published as a learning material to enable the students to
have a better understanding of the Rebellion of 1857. It is based on the Class
VIII History textbook published by NCERT.

All rights are reserved. Permission is granted only to reproduce the material
contained herein on the condition that such materials be reproduced only for
classroom use; be provided to students, teachers, and families without charge.
Any other reproduction, for sale or other use, is expressly prohibited.

Printed & Published by : G D Goenka Public School, Rajnagar Extn.
Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh

Year of Publication: 2021

To access the comic book and additional interactive digital
content, download DIKSHA app from Google Play Store on
your Android smartphone or tablet.



This graphic novel is the collective effort of a creative team of teachers who
worked together tirelessly, consistently and diligently to come up with this
graphic novel for the students. We would like to place on record our sincere
thanks to all those who have come together to create this book.

Training and Ideation
Sandeep Sethi, Director Education M.S.M.S.II. Museum Trust

Mentoring & Coordination
Neha Sharma, Principal, G D Goenka Public School, Ghaziabad

Subject Expert
Ms. Anjali Agarwal, G D Goenka Public School, Ghaziabad

IT Expert
Ms. Pinki Singh, G D Goenka Public School, Ghaziabad

Art and Graphics Expert
Ms. Anita Sharma, G D Goenka Public School, Ghaziabad

Language Expert
Ms. Shikha Yadav, G D Goenka Public School, Ghaziabad

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS



PREFACE

The year 1857 symbolizes a turning point in the history of modern
India because in the eventful year an upsurge, invariably referred to
as the ‘Mutiny’ in most contemporary accounts, took on the
dimensions of a rebellion. During this year, the Princes and common
people of India, following the lead given by the sepoys, challenged a
well-established administrative set up.

Over the years, the nature and scope of this great struggle has been
the subject of controversy with historians in India and overseas.
Owing to the pliable nature of history no conclusive evidence has so
far reached. However, it goes without saying that this Revolt occupies
a unique place in the archives of the Indian freedom struggle.

This graphic book chronicles the series of events that led to this
uprising against the British in India.



HOW TO USE THIS GRAPHIC NOVEL

Graphic novels are one of the most popular and best-selling segments of books available
at the book-stores. The range available is amazingly diverse, and covers a wide cross
section of topics. Graphic novels are exactly what young learners are looking for—they
are exciting, engaging, entertaining, and engrossing.

They have also been used effectively for learning various concepts with all levels of
students. One of the best reasons why graphic novels are so effective is that they present
complex ideas in easy, comprehensible and engaging format for young learners, while
making the text interesting.

They are an excellent adjunct text. While they cannot and should not replace reading or
the main textbook, they can be effectively used to build students’ background knowledge,
to motivate students, to provide a different access route to the content, and to allow
students to check and review their work.

We hope the students and teachers will find this graphic novel useful and engaging.

Let’s make learning joyful and experiential!

Ms. Neha Sharma

Principal

G D Goenka Public School, Ghaziabad



The students will be able to:

●relate the consequences of the domination of East India Company 
over India. 
●with the culmination of 1857 revolt.
●identify various groups that took part in the revolt.
●enlist the leaders from different centers of revolt.
●identify the contribution of the leaders who took part in the 
revolt.
●describe the changes that came in the country’s administration 
after the revolt of 1857.

LEARNING OUTCOMES:



STORYLINE: THE PLOT

• A girl named Mayra is fascinated by the story of Rani Laxmi 
Bai. 

• She feels inspired by the bravery and valour of the queen and at 
the same time has empathy for the queen’s son whom she tied on 
her back while she fought the British army.

• In her dream she meets a man, a photographer who is none other 
than Damodar Rao, Laxmi Bai's adopted son.

• In the dream, he shows her a photo album, takes her back in time 
and together they witness and understand various events that led 
to the rebellion, their consequences and impact in shaping India’s 
fate.

• The story will be a running commentary and a conversation 
between these two characters also highlighting some interesting 
trivia.



STORYLINE IN DETAIL 

The whole story can be divided in four phases:

1. The 
Causes

The 
Discontent 

Sepoy

The Crumbling 
Kings: The 

Nawabs, Mughals 
and other rulers

The common 
people, 

peasants and 
zamindars

The Brutal 
British Raj

2. The 
Rebellion

The 
rebellion 
spreads

The 
sepoy 

mutinies
From 

Meerut 
to Delhi

3.Company 
Fights Back

Reinforcements 
brought from 

England

New 
laws 

passed

The tale of 
Delhi & 
Jhansi 

4. The 
Aftermath

Society, religion 
and the New 
British Raj 

New Act in 
1858

The new 
paramount 

sovereign ‘The 
Queen’.



Hindus and Muslims were 

united and Cooperated 

with each other



MID 18TH

CENTURY:

Nawabs and Rajas lose their power; Awadh, on 

pretext of being misgoverned

1848-1854 Territories like Satara, Sambalpur, Nagpur, Jhansi 

across the Indian subcontinent annexed under the 

policy of Doctrine of Lapse by Lord Dalhousie, 

Subsidiary Alliance etc.

1849 Governor General Dalhousie - after the death of 

Bahadur Shah Zafar, his family would be shifted 

out of Red Fort

1856 Governor General Canning- Bahadur Shah Zafar 

II—last emperor of Mughal emperor

1856 Annexed Awadh

1856 Most of the Indian subcontinent were under the 

rule of East India Company.

TIMELINE OF THE REVOLT



1857

25th FEB Sepoys of the 19th Native Infantry at Berhampur 

(West Bengal) refuse rifle practice

29th MARCH At Barrackpore, in Bengal, Mangal Pandey wounds 

two British  soldiers  of 34th Native Infantry

8th APRIL Mangal Pandey hanged at Barrackpore

24th APRIL Troopers of the 3rd Bengal Light Cavalry at Meerut 

refuse orders to fire greased cartridges

8th MAY Troops of the 3rd Bengal Light Cavalry found 

guilty by court-martial and given severe sentences

10th MAY Mutiny and Murders at Meerut, troops head 

towards Delhi

13th MAY Bahadur Shah II proclaimed new Mughal emperor.

31st MAY TO 

JULY 

Lucknow, Delhi, Kanpur, Jhansi, Bareilly, Arrah 

rose to join rebellion.

3rd SEPT British reinforcements arrive.

14th SEPT British recaptured Delhi

TIMELINE OF THE REVOLT



TIMELINE OF THE REVOLT

1858
14th

JANUARY

Rani of Jhansi issues ‘Victory of 

Religion’ proclamation.

5th APRIL Sir Hugh Rose recaptures Jhansi.

1st JUNE Rani of Jhansi and Tatya Tope captured 

Gwalior.

17th JUNE Death of Rani of Jhansi.

20th JUNE Gwalior re-captured by British.

SEPTEMBER 

1858

Sir Colin Campbell recaptures 

Lucknow.

1st 

NOVEMBER

Queen abolished rule of East India 

Company and rebellion closed.



CHARACTERS

Mayra: 
The protagonist of the story fascinated by the fighters of  Revolt-1857.

Teacher:

A History teacher taking a class on Revolt of 
1857 in Grade VIII.

Co- students:
School friends of Mayra.

Damodar Rao:
Adopted son of Rani of Jhansi- Rani Laxmi Bai. 

The Voice of Novel

Nawabs:
They are a royal title;  ruling authority of Awadh; 

Viceroy under Mughal Ruler

Nana Sahib:
Peshwa of Maratha Empire who led the rebellion in 

Kanpur during 1857 uprising; Aristocrat and fighter.

Peasants, artisans, craftsman, laborer

(Khalasi)

Common men in the story

Maulana, Priests/Pandits
Common religious leaders.



Indian Sepoy:
Indian soldiers recruited in British army.
An important part of the revolt.

Tatya Tope:
General and notable leader of the Indian Rebellion of 1857.

Mangal Pandey:
A sepoy in 34th Bengal Native Infantry Regiment of 

British East India Company. He played a key part in the 

events immediately preceding the outbreak of the Indian 

rebellion of 1857.

Bahadur Shah Zafar II:
Last Mughal ruler, crowned Emperor of India.

Led the revolt from Delhi.

Rani Laxmi Bai:
The Indian Queen of Maratha princely state of Jhansi. 

She was one of the leading figures of Indian 

rebellion of 1857 and became a symbol of resistance to

the British Raj for Indian Nationalists.

Azimullaha Khan: 
Prime Minister to Nana Sahib. Involved in

the rebellion of 1857.

Lord Dalhousie:
A Scottish statesman and colonial administrator in British 

India. He served as Governor- General of India from 1848

to 1856. Known for his policy- DOCTRINE OF LAPSE. 

CHARACTERS



Sir Hugh Rose :
A senior British officer, served as a military advisor of 

British army. During the rebellion 1857 he was given 

the command of Central Indian forces, defeated armies of 

Jhansi, Gwalior.

Lord Canning:
The Viscount Canning, an English statesman and 

Governor-General of India during the Rebellion of

1857and 1st Viceroy of India after the transfer of 

power from East India Company to the Crown of 
Queen Victoria in 1858.

CHARACTERS

Queen Victoria:
Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 

Ireland with an additional title of Empress of India in

1876. Her reign of 63 years and seven months in known 

as the Victorian Era.

British sepoys: 
British soldiers in the regiment.



Begum Hazrat Mahal:
The Begum of Awadh was the second wife of Nawab Wajid 

Ali Shah. She took the charges of Awadh after her husband 

was exiled to Calcutta.

Henry Havelock:
Major General Sir Henry Havelock was a British general 

particularly associated with India and his re-capture of 
Kanpur during the Indian rebellion of 1857.

CHARACTERS

James Smith Neill:

A Scottish military officer of East India Company, who 

served during Indian rebellion of 1857. He received 

Lieutenant's commission in 1828.



WHEN PEOPLE REBEL -

MUTINY OF  1857 AND AFTER



































FILL IN THE BLANKS BY CHOOSING FROM THE BOX GIVEN BELOW:

1. The immediate cause of revolt was the issue of __________.
2. A new rifle introduced in the British army was ___________________.
3. The 1st solider to protest against the cartridges was ______________
4. The Nawab of Awadh was deported to _____________.
5. The policy of Subsidiary Alliance was introduced by ________________. 

Choose the correct answer:
1. Mangal Pandey was a sepoy at Barrackpore/Nagpur/Satara, who refused to 
use the greased cartridges in 1857.
2. Mangal Pandey’s execution took place at Meerut/Barrackpore.
3. In 1856/1901 the policy of Subsidiary Alliance was imposed on Awadh.
4. The Indian Peshwa of Maratha Empire was Tantia Tope/ Nana Saheb.
5. Mangal Pandey was a soldier of 28th/34th/36th Bengal Native Infantry 
Regiment
UNSCRAMBLEX
1. ODRRAAOMAD
2. SIEHOLUDA
3. HITBSIR
4. ALASIKH
5. NIUTMY

TIME TO LEARN 1

Lord Wellesley, Enfield rifles Mangal Pandey, Calcutta, Greased Cartridges



























Q1. MARK THE STATEMENTS AS TRUE/FALSE:

1. Bahadur Shah Zafar was proclaimed as the Emperor of India. 
2. Rani Lakshmi Bai led the revolt in Central India.
3. Major Henry Havelock captured Jhansi in 1858.
4. The Governor-General of India was Lord Canning between 1848-1856.
5. The Rani of Jhansi was cremated at Kotah Ki Serai.
6. Damodar Rao was accepted by the British as the legal hire of Jhansi.

Q2. MATCH THE FOLLOWING

TIME TO LEARN 2

COLUMN A COLUMN B

Damodar Rao Annexation policy

3rd Bengal Native Infantry Re-captured Jhansi

Manikarnika Avid photographer

Sir Hugh Rose Meerut

Doctrine of Lapse Rani Laxmi Bai



















Q1. Complete the timeline by writing the incidents that happened on the given 
dates:

TIME TO LEARN 3

4th June 1857

5th June 1857

10th June 1857

27th June 1857

Match the Indian Leaders
Mangal Pandey Tatiya Tope Begum Harzrat Mahal Rani Laxmibai















GLOSSARY 

S.N

O.

KEY WORDS MEANINGS

1. ALLEGIANCE                                 Support/Loyalty for a leader, government 

or belief.

2. AMPLIFIED To increase the strength.

3. ANNEXATION Possession taken of a piece of a land or a 

country, usually by force or without 

permission.

4. BENCHMARK A standard or point of reference against 

which things may be compared.

5. CAVALRY The part of the army that fought on 

horses.

6. COMRADS A fellow solider or a member of the armed 

forces.

7. COUNTENANCE Support or approval.

8. INSURGENCE An act of rising in active revolt.



GLOSSARY 

S.N

O.

KEY WORDS MEANINGS

9. LINEAGE Direct descend from an ancestor.

10. MUTINEERS A person, especially a solider or a 

sailor, who rebels or refuses to obey 

orders of a person in authority.

11. SIEGE A military operation in which an army 

tries to capture a town by surrounding 

it or stopping the supply of food etc. to 

the people.

12. UPRISING A situation in which a group of people 

join together in order to fight against 

the people who are in power.

13. VENGEANCE The act of or desire for taking revenge; 

retributive punishment.



1. This Mughal Emperor had neither territory nor power.
a. Shah Alam II b. Bahadur Shah
c. Jahandar Shah d. Bahadur Shah Zafar 

2. The last Mughal Emperor was deported to.
a. Rangoon b. Timbaktu
c. London d. Paris

3. The revolt of 1857 started from.
a. Mathura b. Meerut
c. Jhansi d. Awadh

4. Awadh was annexed on the grounds of. 
a. Corruption b. Treason
c. Maladministration

5. The adopted son of Peshwa Baji Rao II was.
a. Tatya Tope b. Nana Sahib

c. Kunwar Singh

6. Sir Hugh Rose succeeded in re-capturing.
a. Jhansi b. Kanpur
c. Lucknow

MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS



7. The use of greased cartridges of the Enfield rifles hurt the sentiments of the sepoys 
because……

a. A rumor spread that they were greased with the fat of cows and pigs

b. The grease used in cartridges was of poor quality

c. The cartridges hampered the smooth functioning of the rifle

d. A rumor spread that they were smeared with vegetable fat.

MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS

8. After the revolt of 1857 crushed, India came under direct rule of.

a. The British Parliament and Viceroy b. The Queen of England and 
Viceroy

c. The Viceroy and Governor-General 

d. The British Parliament and the Queen of England

9. What happened to the sepoys of the regiment at Meerut who refused to use 
new cartridges?
a. Suspension from service
b. Ten years imprisonment
c. Fined for disobedience d. Five years exile.

10. Who committed the first act of rebellion against the Enfield rifles?
a. Azimullah Khan b. Mangal Pandey
c. Tatya Tope d. Damodar Rao.



1. The rebels proclaimed ______________________ as the emperor of India.

2. By _________________ , most of the Indian subcontinent have been 
brought under the rule of the East India Company.

3. The policies of ___________________________ and Doctrine of Lapse 
deprived the Indian rulers of their power and status.

4. In Kanpur, the Revolt of 1857 was led by ______________________.

5. Bahadur Shah II died in ____________________ in 1862.

6. According to the Act of 1858 the Secretary of State was responsible to the 
___________________________.

7. Nana Sahib and Begum Hazarat Mahal escaped to _________________.

8. The Revolt of 1857 has also been referred to as the first was of 
_______________________.

FILL IN THE BLANKS



MATCH THE COLUMNS

S. 

no.

COLUMN A COLUMN B

1. Jhansi Rifles

2. Kanpur Barrackpore

3. Enfield Sovereign Paramount

4. Bahadur Nana Sahib

5. Mangal Pandey Rani Laxmi Bai

6. British Queen Exiled to Rangoon

TRUE FALSE

1. Rani Laxmi Bai was defeated and killed in 1857.
2. The immediate cause of the Revolt was Enfield rifles.
3. The Queen’s proclamation discontinued the Doctrine of Lapse.
4. The Doctrine of Lapse was most commonly associated with 

Major General Henry Havelock.
5. The Revolt of 1857 was also known as Sepoy Mutiny.



WORD SEARCH

CROSS-WORD PUZZLE



1. Lets us look at the revolt of 1857 as popbeans. Fill in the blanks:

P- participants- Indian sepoys, Mughal emperor, rulers like Rani Laxmi Bai,
Nana Sahib, Begum Hazarat Mahal, Nana Sahib, Mangal Pandey,
peasants, craftsmen.

O-objective:

P- places:

B-brand- introduction of Enfield rifles

E- emotions:

A- activities:

N-nature- sepoy mutiny, first war of independence, peasant uprising

S- significance:

QUESTIONS



QUESTIONS

Friendly
Reassuring

Sad
Happy

Surprised
Confused
Envious.

1. Someone who has just been told that she/he 
has won the first prize in an elocution contest.

2. Someone who is 
serving customers.

3. Someone who has 
just missed a train.

4. Someone who cannot 
understand what is going on.

5. Someone who is comforting 
an accident victim.

6. Someone whose 
sister/brother has won a 

scholarship

7. Someone who has just 
lost her/his library book

8. Someone who has just 
received a nice birthday gift.

2. The revolt of 1857 was just one of the ways in which the people of
India expressed their anger against the British rule. We experience
numerous emotions in our day-to-day life. Fill in the web chart given
below.



1. Our Past-III (Part 1) – NCERT

2. Integrated Social Science – Class VIII- Ratna Sagar

3. Footprints- Class VIII-Macmillan Education

4. Time, Space and People- Class VIII- Oxford university Press

5. Wikipedia- Internet source

6. The Indian Mutiny of 1857- G. B Malleson

7. The Indian War of Independence 1857- Vinayak Damodar
Savarkar.

8. Google.com
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The Indian Rebellion of 1857 was a major, but ultimately unsuccessful
uprising in India against the British rule. The rebellion began in May
1857 in form of a sepoy mutiny against the East India Company in
Meerut. It involved various neighboring states chiefly the Central
India- Jhansi, Kanpur, Delhi and Gwalior. The rebellion posed a
considerable threat to British power in this region. Though, the
revolution was unsuccessful, but the spirit of independence survived,
and the inevitability of Indian nationhood resulted in a future, and
second war of independence.

‘The crisis came: at first as a mere military mutiny, it speedily changed
its character and became a national insurrection’- G.B Malleslon.

SUMMARY


