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MESSAGE FROM PRINCESS DIYA KUMARI

I am delighted to know that Maharaja Sawai Bhawani Singh School is publishing a
Graphic Novel on Bhakti Saints which is an outcome of the Jaipur History Festival
held at the City Palace in 2019 organised by the Maharaja Sawai Man Singh 11
Museum Trust.

The Jaipur History Festival brought together about 650 students from around 50
schools to explore history through a variety of unique experiences that enabled the
students to understand how the events of the past have shaped the present and the
future. Students shared the stories of discovery and journeys through various media
such as talk shows, art installations, puppetry, painting, music, dance and drama. It not
only educated and entertained the participants but also launched the mega project of
Graphic Novel.

The coronavirus outbreak this year has been challenging for people across the globe.
I am proud to say that in spite of the Pandemic, 50 schools are developing 120 Graphic
Novels under the aegis of MSMS II Museum Trust.

I am happy to note that the students and teachers of MSBSS have worked together on
the virtual platform in bringing out this novel in consonance with the National
Education Policy 2020. My best wishes to the entire team of Maharaja Sawai Bhawani
Singh School and to the Principal, Mrs. Vaidehi Singh for her able guidance.

Qo

Princess Diya Kumari
Secretary, Managing Committee
Maharaja Sawai Bhawani Singh School
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Preface

-

Jhis graphic novel engages readers in
and knowing the Bhakti Saints like Sant
Habir Das, Guuw Nanak and Meera Bai.
Jhe cantents in the novel emphasise on the
Bhakti Saints whe preached that thete
love and deveotion. The Graphic novel
wevalves avound the significant wole
played by thiee Bhakti Saints during the
Jhe visually stimulating stories ef Sant
Habir Das, Guuw Nanak and Meera Bai
will create a gateway to deeper

students with various learning styles.

/




Learning OGjectives

Chapter 8

Topic

Leaming Objectives

Learning Outcomes

Devotional
Pathg To
The Divine

The idea of Supreme
God.

» Period after the
13th century saw a
new wave of the
Bhakti movement

in North India.

Students will be able

e To understand the
idea of a Supreme
God.

e To know about the ideas
of Bhakti and Sufi saints
during the medieval
period.

e To learn about the
preaching of the Bhakti
Saints.

e Sufism and various
strands of Bhakti
influenced each
other.

e To understand that the
unique feature of the Bhakti
Saints’ teachings is that the
poems & bhajans were
composed in regional
languages and could be
sung by common people.

New religious
development in India:
s Kabir
e Guru Nanak
e Meera bai

e To analyze the new
philosophies which
rejected all orthodox
religions by Kabir and
Guru Nanak.

e To learn about Meera bai’s
ardent
devotion towards Lord

Krishna.

e To understand that the
songs composed by Meera
bai openly challenged the
norms of the upper caste
and became popular
among the masses in
Rajasthan and Gujarat.

e Analyze factors which
led to the emergence of
new religious ideas and
movements (Bhakti and
Sufi).

e Help the students
develop cognitive
thinking and build
critical language skills in
the areas like listening
and speaking.

o Enhance reading and
writing skills among
students.

e Help in developing
the students
creativity and
imagination to
develop artistic
skills
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e % k \ Devotional Paths To The Divine A

N ¢

“‘) Developed arcund different (gainst strict weligious |
- : Geds and Geddesses practices and ituals

(15th Century)
I Brought up by a Mustim family of Bown in Falwandi, Nankana

Sakit, Pakistan

Varanasi

AN
(1469-1539 CE€) } g
’

T s '
thuough Bhafiti
[ Founder of Sififiism )

Finst of the ten
guns J

Guuw Nanak .‘fl)eu, Binthday celebivated
as Pural

Fravelled acness Wsia,
spreading the message of
ER Onkar-One Ged

(1498 — 1547 CE)
Boxn in a weyal family of Merta ﬁ

Mavwiied te Prince Rana




e Bhakti Saints

Habin was a 15th century Jndian mystic peet and saint. Fe
wejected ‘muti puja’ and believed in the cneness ef God.
Feaple belonging to the neligious sect called Habiv Fanth are
followens of his teachings. Kabirn campased poems called
datie, shlota and salhi.

-

Guu Nanak Dev was an albudist. He gave a different path to the 4
waoship ef a divine being to humanity contray to the
style of idolatry of Sanatan Mat. He always eppased
the evils prevalent in Hinduism. The essence of his

FHindus and Mustlims. The hymns fie used to sing with

——
\_ e

Guru Nanak Dev
\

o Meeva Bai was an avdent devstee of Lord Foishna. Amang the
saints of India she is abisclutely unparalleled. She compased
many bhajans which are prayeful sengs to Lond Frishna. She
accupies indeed a sacied place in the history of India.

/

Meera Bai



, FjJ maginary Characters

N

\
Mr. Kumar is 70 years old. Fe loves playing tennis and
gaes for a marning walk evenyday. Fe lives with his son,
1) daughiter-in-baw and granddaughiter. Fe enjoys naviating
Iy stoxies to his granddaughter.
T Y
Grandfather
~

Ste is a home maker and an entreprenewr. She neads bocks and Cloves

S Sheis a 13 year old girk, who. enjoys the cempany of fex
// grandfathier. She is always curiows to fnow mare aliout the
tapics covered in the class in fier schaal.

/

Rupal



sleep?

Good morning dadul
L Good morning mom!

{ Why didn't
you go to
* { school today?

today is
i Sunday.

" Good morning y dear-
Did you have a sound

Dear dadu,

™ f" .
[ - 4

S

Good morning darling.
I hope you slept well.

[ Ohho! T always
forget the day

| because everyday

| is a Sunday for

\ me.




\ together.

=

little princess?

»

Gl et me
change and then
let's have breakfast

What will you have
for breakfast, my

e 2

)

| Whatever

dadu likes.

10



P lookingat your face.

: My little girl, there is
something going on in your
mind. I can make it out by

Dadu, I want to

know, what is the

meaning of religious
d practices?

" :,4. f*qﬁ— .
I think Rupal is [
curious to know [

something. g

.

Religious Practices

Rituals and Music, Art and
Customs Dance
Sermons and | Prayer and Public
Initiations Service

Commemoration and Veneration

11



E T

Oh! So that's what
your teacher

discussed in the

class yesterday.

4
a

know what is the
meaning of religious
practices?

Have you —ome - ) Yes, I also go

seen your 1 el /4 | with them to
i ) the temple

sometimes.

dadi and your
mom doing
puja?

12



is 3an ancient vedic

- P | fire ceremony. The
: '* religious practice. | ceremony t3 kCS Place
T Lin a special place for
| making fire (dhuni) |
"~ and reciting the

shlokas.

)
|
|

.\

{ ‘_;W i

that era or time in the
Indian History when
there were
developments in the

Y field of art, culture,
language and religion.

Mom, T want to
know what is

the meaning of
medieval times.

13



2 | I '

There were many
religious rituals, strict
practices followed by
the people of medieval
time.

; Rituals? what are
.\ they Grandpa?

" Many people were uneasy
| with such beliefs and turned
to the idea of a Supreme
God.

The customs, rigid

- r'eligious practices are
all rituals.

14
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\y &

| They took the path
' of bhakti or devotion.

Bhakti literally means attachment or
the state of mind where the devotee
surrenders himself or herself

unquestioningly to the God.

They were
called Bhakti

Saints.

15
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v ' \ ¥4 ," A L 4 4
. ‘ [ o Y /
A \

Let's have hot poha
with coffee first.

See, what I made for
breakfast?

Wow! Yummy Poha.

% 405, A .‘ B P The positive influence
e B D\ Y b 7 >
w. AN g ,, » that grandparents can

oA aad Lo r 3

I believe you are * | Yes dadu, but T love have c;;?lthe",
enjoyingyour digital to hear stories from grandc l_ dren’s
classes in the school. T | youalso. developmen’c is profound.
; - By offering love and
quidance, imparting
wisdom, passing on
traditions, and making
memoties, grandparents
can leave behind a leqacy
that their grandchildren
will value for the rest of
their lives.

16



I will tell you
stories, but you
have to teach
me how to use
computers.

You are my
smart dadu. You
will learn quickly.

|

..:° B

about the ; [ Yes, I have heard
Bhakti Saints ? | about Kabir, Guru
iy ; Nanak and
Meerabai.

17



a=

A Not much grandpa,

Do you know I have just heard

who was Kabir?

' That's good. What ]
about the Sufi r
Saints. Have you

No, who were
Sufi Saints?

18



Sufis were
Muslim mystics.

Like

Bhakti Saints,
they also emphasised
love and compassion
towards all fellow
human beings.

Did they also
reject rituals
and customs?

19



The Bhakti Saints
transformed Hinduism by
introducing devotion or
bhakti as the means to
attain God. For them
caste had no meaning and
all human beings were
equal. The Sufi and Bhakti
Saints played an
important role in
bringing the Muslims and
Hindus together.

They rejected
outward religiosity
and emphasised

simplicity.

e

Rupal, there
was one common
thing about the
Sufis and the
Bhakti Saints.

| Really
dadu, what
‘Y was that?

20



——— e

- Sufis along with
the Bhakti Saints
e  COmposed poems
== expressing their
= feelingsand
\_devotionto God.
- =l = [

— v |

N D\ |

j S pI let me
tell you something
about Kabir today.

"/They wrote rich
literature in prose

around them.

------

including anecdotes and
fables that developed

Yes, | am really
eager to learn
about him.

21






You know he was
born in a Hindu
family, but was
raised by a
— : . le.

\| to 15 century.

something

| Kabir belonged
1 about Kabir.

There was a poor couple, named
Nima and Niru, who did not have
a child. They found a baby near

Allah is great, but
~ '8 weare very poor.
God has heard our : How will we raise
prayers. Allah has ’ - the baby?
blessed us with a baby. |

23



The baby is Allah's
blessing to us and I will
take care of him.

We are weavers and
you should learn how
.~ to weave ona loom.

g

I have seen Kabir

4 \‘ meditating most of the
N\ time. I think he is not

SN interested in weaving.

»| We should talk to him.

- ke - .
= = —




Kabir often engaged himself in discussion about God with Sadhus.

25



o

Kabir wanted to
be a disciple of

Ramananda.

Please tell
me more
about Kabir.

\‘J Ramanandal
[ Who was

he?

=

He was a
devotional
poet and a
saint.

— - 3 -

| Did Kabir become
| Ramananda's disciple?

26



Once in the early pre-dawn twilight, Kabir went and hid himself on the steps of
the ghat of the Ganga river. He knew that Ramananda used to come here every

morning to take his bath.

Ramananda
stepped
upon
Kabir's
chest
hitting his
head with
his foot.
As soon as
he found
out that
he had
trodden
upon a
human
body he
cried out.

I have

found him _

at last.

You touched my

forehead with
| your foot and I

got the mantra.

27




Kabir spent much 2 ,; Al 1 . . He ibibed ‘rh
of his time in the g SRR N (oncts of both
company of Hindu [ 2 A ‘ ! the religions and
ascetic saints and S . realised the best
: Muslim sufis. | ) " P A ) . of both Allah and

Allah and Ram B | : S E

are the names of
the same God.

H N At Indian stamp with

RO\ P N the portrait of Kabir,
b w .0 BV, I h .
—_— “X Allah and Ram was launched in
‘ were to be OC‘tObel',1952 by the
& (| found neither dgovernment of
. \‘ in temples nor India..
~ A inthe mosques.

28



Banaras nor in

Mecca, but only
inthe heart of
a true devotee.

=
R Yes, wherever
So grandpa, did A he went, people
he visit other Y R A followed him

places and meet L VA and became his
holy men? _disciples.

S .
E b
el P !
}

29



He started reforming
the beliefs of common
| people towards the

real truth through his
preachings.

¥ 2 i : v
A - A
. A 3

[ e

He was much

liked by the ,
~ | common people. [

Kabir Preached God is in your heart 505
and everywhere with %
you, so offer inward ;
worship to Him. T

Work is worship

and responsibility
is like religion.

30



Mom, can T

have a few of .
these cookies?

The world’s biggest
chocolate chip cookie
weighed 40,000 pounds
and had a diameter of
101 feet. It was created in
2003 by The
Immaculate Baking
Company in Flat Rock,

North Carolina

4

them, that's why T

&

= w‘
I know you like

made these |
chocolate cookies

Hmm | they
¥ are very

tasty.

31




He in his own way

realised the
hollowness of

rituals and modes
of worship.

_ Hollowness! What
- | does that mean?

Y

| rigid religious rituals

Hollowness means

So dadu, he
believed that

| Allah and Ram

| were one. Am
| | right?

Yes, he preached through sakhis or dohas.

2 - TN

|
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~

We get to know of
his ideas from a vast
collection of verses
called sakhis and

'\\BCLC\*S %

J infor'ma‘rion
8] about his life is

éﬁuﬁm

g




LI

Kabir l"ejed'ed You mean following or

all orthodox £ o B« accepting old, rigid
F "2\ beliefs.

religions.

4 i
Yes, so Kabir's

teachings were based
on complete rejection
of the major religious
traditions.

35



Later dear, let's
have our lunch
| first.

It's lunch
time now.

But, | want to
know more

Let me tell you
more about Kabir

| Kabir preached that the

only path to salvation » | ! = . .
was through bhakti or | A #% 1  and his teachings.

devotion..




7

He opened the eyes of the people and taught them genuine lessons of
‘ humanity and morality. He drew his followers both from Hindus and
Muslims.

Good values. Kabir

' | Yes, all through
was the follower and [ S0, he lived a B his life he breached

| What is % promoter of Ahimsa.

. | great life,
morality? J

preaching people. o

. T :

37



Kair never
differentiated
between Allah and

| Rupal, a miracle

4 happened when

| | Kabir died.

He said that there

love and brotherhood
among all.

What
happened

grandpa?

/"Kabir believed in the
Vedantic concept of soul
(aatma), but rejected the
Hindu custom of idol

N

worship, showing clear belief

in both Bhakti and Sufi

T ~ \_philosophies.

)

38



Kabir was loved by both Muslims and Hindus. After his death both Hindus and
Muslims wanted a proper funeral of the body, according to their own traditions.

Lo | | |

| Hindus cremate B 1 So a fight took place
| and Muslims bury. ) = e . over his body.

39



But when the shroud accidentally got removed, Kabir's " Next to it was a small book in which the
body was found missing. In its place were heaps of his Hindus and the Muslims wrote all his
favourite flowers. sayings that they could remember.

So, as the a‘l’her‘ing
saw the heap of

flowers, the fighting |
resolved. J This is really

exciting, I have
watched in some
magic movies that
things vanish.

This was the
miracle. Is that
| so grandpa?




Then what did they do ‘&
with the flowers
grandpa? Did Hindus

and Muslims stop
fighting?

They distributed the flowers among themselves and conducted the last rites
according to their faiths.

41



Chech Vour Knowladge

A. Choose the correct option:

1. Bhakti Saints took the path of :
a) rituals and beliefs  b) rigid practices c) rituals and ceremonies
d) bhakti and devotion

2. Kabir belongedto___ century.

a)12” b)16" cj15th d) 13t
3. Kabir was raised by a family.

a) Hindu b) Muslim c) Sikh d) Christian
4. Ramananda was a devotional and saint.

a) singer b) poet c) writer  d) preacher
5. ‘Allah and Ram are the names of the same God'. It was said by

a) Kabir b) Meera c) Guru Nanak

d) Ramananda

6. The couple who raised Kabir were .
a) Nimi and Nokki. b) Mima and Moni  c¢) Nima and Niru
d) Maui and Maru.

B. Fill in the blanks:

1. Kabir belonged to a family.

2, is worship and responsibility is like religion.

3. ‘Kaal kare so aaj kar’ was said by :

4. Kabir’'s teachings are based on complete of the major religious
traditions.

5. After Kabir’s death his body changed into

SI9MO[} "G UOoIa(al 'y JIgey "€ YoM "7 SJeARaM'T
:Slamsuy




Check your Knowledge

. Who was Ramananda?

. Why did Ramananda visit the ghat of Ganga river every
morning?

. What did Ramananda do by mistake?

. What did Ramananda cry out after realising his mistake?
. How did Kabir preach?

. What were Kabir’s teachings based on?

. What did Kabir teach?

. What was found next to the heap of flowers by his followers?




Angwer ey

. Ramananda was a devotional poet and a saint.

. Ramananda visited the ghat of Ganga river every morning to
take bath.

. Ramananda stepped on Kabir’s chest hitting his head with his
foot.

. After realising his mistake, Ramananda cried out ‘Ram Ram'.

. Kabir preached through sakhis and dohas.

. Kabir's teachings were based on complete rejection of the
major religious traditions and oneness of God.

. Kabir taught his disciples that there should be a religion of love
and brotherhood among all.

. Next to the heap of flowers, they found a small book in

which the Hindus and Muslims wrote all his teachings.




Crogsword

Across: Down:

1. Occupation of Kabir’'s parents 2. Kabir was the disciple of

3. Kabir was the promoter of 5. Kabir renounced the practice
4. Collection of verses of

STVALI 'S¢ VANVNVIANVY T tmog
SIHAIVS ¥ VSINIHYV '€ YdAVHM ‘T :SSOYOV
SUYIMSNY




Yes, | will tell you
more about some
other Bhakti Saints

Rupal now

enough for

Tfomorrow.

| Yesyes, | know
it's time for dadu
to rest now.

Next day as Rupal was ready to go to school...

N ==

Good morning Rupal,
| so you are ready to
{ go fo school.

Yes, dadu but when I'll
return from school, you
have to tell me more
about the Bhakti Saints. I
hope you will not forget.

Ha ha ha !
Yes I'll remember

‘4\'

46



Guru N

, / ,
anal Dev

47



v Tody
=% the life and teachings of
Guru Nanak Dev.

Guru Nanak believed n
karma.

Karma means action, work

or deed of a person.
P understood that we

should always believe

\ inthe karma of life.
' ¥




P

i
4

‘ 1 ‘«d’ Now, What do

| M| you want
I am your angel, dadu. § W my naughty girl?
‘ | TN [ — i_"’"“'“ -

: '.T

I have understood
that when I do
something good I get
a chocolate, so that is

Karma means
action, work or
deed. It also refers
to the spiritual
principle of cause
and effect where
intent and actions
of an individual
(cause) influence
the future of that
individual.

49



Guru Nanak was born on 15t
April 1469, at Rai Bhoi Ki ‘ But, grandpa his
Talvandi (present day) Nankana | | birthday is celebrated

Sahib, Punjab Pakistan. - on Guru Nanak Jayanti
| which comes in the

\ month of November.

v Yes, according to fr‘adiﬂon,
| his birthday is celebrated on
the full moon of the Kartik

month in November.
—_— Mom next month, you

will celebrate my
birthday also.

1




-~

& Dadu, | want to
| know more about
Guru Nanak ji.

(2 ( :
‘| _}l .‘ >
Correct, he was the |

ism. []

Nanak's life were marked
with many events that tell us
that Guru Nanak had been
blessed with divine grace.




Divine Grace means
a favour of God for
mankind.

—

{When Guru Nanak was born, an astrologer
visited... I

He is no ordinary child, but

is the one, who is blessed

with a lot of divine power.
T

i

I regret, I shall not
live to see this
young child grow
into an adult.

N




| Rupal, y<;u know while Ting in
- | hiscradle or lyingin the loving
| = arms of his parents, the child
' would possess a beaming smile.

v e

All those who saw him fel'ran

unknown joy stealing into their
hearts and elating their souls.

T 5 il
He began to talk of divine things in his early childhood. He |
would meditate for hours with eyes half shut. |

B
=

Guru Nanak refused
to wear sacred thread
called Janeu as a
child, saying instead

that he would wear
the true name of God
in his heart for his
protection.

53



. "l v
Tell me more mom, I want
to know more about Guru
Nanak Dev.

Yes I will, but let's “'
have lunch, first.

Did you like the
spinach, I specially

made for you? Yes mom, it was very

tasty. Now tell me more
about Guru Nanak ji.

[ So, Guru Nanak possessed
the qualities of a philosopher,
yogi, poet and religious
reformer.




While in fields with the cattle grazing, he sang in praise of God. He was a |
good poet.

« 9

( Wh‘r dia Guru
Nanak study?

Guru Nanak started
doing to school at the
age of seven. It is
believed, that he surprised
his teacher by explaining
him the symbolism of the
first letter of the alphabet,
which is a straight stroke
in Persian or Arabic. It
resembled the
mathematical one and it
symbolised as God being
one and united.

55




He studied Persian, Arabic Mom, I will
and composed verses in also learn
Persian language. different
- —_— languages.

He was gifted |um 7 | His eyes were
with a sweet and | silent and wise.
melodious voice. | ) —




Guru Nanak Dev ji along with his friend
Bhai Mardana travelled far and wide to
remove the darkness of ignorance with
his divine knowledge.

Far and wide, it means
they must have /
travelled by aeroplane.

e

In order to spread
his teachings Guru
Nanak Dev Ji set out
in 1507 to 1521
along with his
companions to his
four travel cycle,
which includes the
prominent places of
India, Afghanistan,
Persia (Iran) and
Arabic nations. The
four journeys of
Guru Nanak are
named as ‘Udasis’.

cIS
™4
- 's 2."
I No, they used to ;__,4 A "y,. A\ :
walk long e X Syl A
distances. CEaghend  AFGMANISTAN . KAnam  ygeT
| A’o Lahs CAMISY oy
B IRAN 7 :
* /
/
o .
l Nada /‘
Y Makkah /
¢ / ,
ARABIA Bomtay
" Arablan
\ Sea
'\‘._A’

sl

m LANKA
. ; realy! ifndian OQcean

They went as far as Assam in the
East, Sri Lanka in the South,
Tibet in the North and Mecca and
Baghdad in the West.

57



was to show the true path of life
| to the misled souls.

e

Raab, is it
a game?

No, my dear, it's
a musical string
instrument.




During his travels Guru

Nanak preached the

existence of one God.
iF

T know that and |
you are a great
singer too.

I also play piano
in my school.

/ln his tenure, Guru Nanak\

. , L AR IERYY C e “4W¥| | always brought changes to

| [ Everything happens by (ARSI 0 YTl || the wrong traditions and

g:f‘r:rg\:/(:\(ﬁ iior'ci‘ mo::‘s 54 ‘ ”;’j We should therefore f thoughts' rooted in SOCie{Y'

o wrong for us. . \ ’ accept His decisions. Along with that, he worked

b 8] || towards giving equal rights

to women and put an end
to the cruelty towards
them.




In the midst of this
world do Sewa and
you shall be given a
place of honour in
the Court of God.

| God is omnipresent,
j shapeless, timeless and
7 sightless.

One day, Guru Nanak
failed to return from
his bath and his clothes
were found on the
bank of the stream.
The locals thought,
that he had left this
world. After three
days, he returned and
stayed silent. Later, he
said that he had been
taken to God’s court .
He was offered a cup
full of amrit and was
blessed.

60



S =
s I1's time

Guru Nanak
believed in three
principles.

'

1 Yes, here is your tea
with hot samosas.

First, Kirat Karo,
making a living honestly.

&
A9
ol B s
G T

61




—

| Second, Naam Jappo, chanting the holy names and remembering
| the God at all times. Third, Vand Chakho, sharing with others and
helping those who are in need.

Z{ 2
&1
4 e

it

Dadu what else did Y ¢ £ V7 He believed

Guru Nanak ji L =az] fe o ( | in Gurus.
\believe in? S . : =

62



.-(_‘\ i =9
Are all the people
who teach us our

{ Ha Ha Ha! Very smart
> W . = Rupal but remember your
Then, computer e v mother has fixed your
is also my guru. aAr 3 1 ! | screen time.

why rest of the stories
{ T hear fr‘om you.

63



Guru plays a very o Guru is the voice of God,
important role in ({8 | the true source of

our lives. B kno

7

d Be humble and ready to
| help the needy.

-

wledge and salvation. fy

A

Ry . VSl W T i

h ( Shun 5 evils which lead to

>
™
i 4
p
lf}
Iy'{

illusion - Ego, Anger, Greed,

g Attachment and Lust.
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God is
omnipresent,
remember God

:?f:{la“rﬁi”l(—lsi:f Guru Nanak’s
el RIEBENE
registered in the
form of 974
poetic hymns
or shabda, in the
text of Sikhism,
the Guru Granth

Sahib.

;‘:‘ =

| Guru Nanak started the
| practice of Lcmgar‘

A langar is the
community kitchen
of a gurdwara.

Langar! What
is it?
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Free meal is served to all without making any distinction of religion, caste, gender or
economic status. The meals are always vegetarian.

i, e e

{ Guru Nanak's teachings are
found in the Sikh scripture
Guru Granth Sahib, as a

collection of verses recorded in
\ Gurmukhi.

Is there any record
of Guru Nanak's
teachings?

Very
interesting!
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Realising his mortality Guru

Nanak thought it necessary He decided to

to choose a successor. put his disciples |
— to a test.

——— 0 = - -

s NN day Guru Nanak was walking with his disciples and
suddenly he started throwing gold coins behind him.

Coin from 1747
CE depicting
Guru Nanak
with his two
disciples, Bhai
Mardana and

Bhai Bala waving
a Chaur (fly-

whisk) as a mark

of respect.

As expected all the people started collecfmg the coins.
e W R T ek T
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" When Guru Nanak reached his

destination, he found only one of his So, Guru Nanak
disciple Bhai Lehna accompanying him. ] must have been very
o _— pleased with his

devotion.

Bhai Lehna, you will do

God's duty after me.

Later that day after the evening prayers, Guru Nanak made Bhai Lehna
the next Guru.
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== Pe——— =

‘You Will be calle;i D
Guru Angad.

AT

. |
. o . B
R ‘

Shor‘ﬂ after proclaiming Bhai Lehna as the next Guru, Guru Nanak passed

| away at the age of seventy.
- 2 = S | i I /iy -

Guru Nanak’s handprint
is believed to be
preserved on a boulder
at the Gurdwara Panja
Sahib in Hasan Abdal,
Pakistan. y




. Check Your Knowledge

A. Choose the correct option:
1. Guru Nanak was born on 15™ April .
a) 1467 b) 1500 c) 1469 d) 1430

2. was the founder of Sikhism.

a) Meera Bai b) Kabir c) Guru Nanak d) Guru Angad
= early life was blessed with divine grace.

a) Kabir's b) Guru Nanak's c) Meera Bai’s

d) Ramananda’s
4. Guru Nanak studied Persian and Arabic and composed verses in

language.
a) Sanskrit b) Hindi c) Persian d) Punjabi
5. Guru Nanak travelled long distances with his friend to
remove from this world.
a) Bhai Mardana, idol worship b) Ramananda, arrogance
c) Bhai Mardana, darkness of ignorance d) Bhai Lehna, poverty
6. God is , shapeless, timeless and sightless.
a) visible b) astrologer c) Ramananda d) omnipresent

B. Fill in the blanks:
1. Langar is the community kitchen in a , which serves food to all the
people without any distinction of religion, caste, gender or economic status.
2. Bhai Lehna was made the next guru of Sikhs and was given the name
by Guru Nanak.
3. A new script introduced by Guru Nanak was
4. Guru Nanak preached worship of
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Check your Knowledge

0O N O U A W N

. When and where was Guru Nanak born?

. What was the essence of Guru Nanak's sermon?
. What is karma?

. What does Guru Granth Sahib consist of?

. What is divine grace?

. What qualities did Guru Nanak possess?

. What did Guru Nanak study?

. What are the four journeys of Guru Nanak called?




Angwer ey

. Guru Nanak was born on 15th April, 1469 at Rai Bhoi ki
Talwandi present Nankana Sahib, Punjab Pakistan.

. The essence of his sermon was that God is one and his worship
is for both Hindus and Muslims.

. Karma means action, work or deed of a person.

. The Guru Granth Sahib consists of Guru Nanak's words in the
form of 974 poetic hymns or Shabda.

. Divine Grace means a favour of God for mankind.

. Guru Nanak possessed the qualities of a philosopher, yogi, poet
and religious reformer.

. Guru Nanak mastered Vedas. He studied Sanskrit, Persian,
Arabic and composed verses in Persian language.

. The four journeys of Guru Nanak are called as Udasis.




Crogsword

Across: Down:

1. Friend of Guru Nanak 4. Stringed musical instrument

2. Neighbouring country where Guru Nanak 5. Religious songs or poems
travelled

3. City in Iraq where Guru Nanak preached
6. Community kitchen
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Map Work

the following questions:

Indian Ocean

0

Read the following travel route map of Guru Nanak Dev Ji with his followers and answer

CiS
| » Bagrg
’ ~ T Athares N \
J = A__ \
- Jarly A
Eaghe :.rr.umsun "-'"A'W TIBET Srarghi
IRAQ ek
Cun r v ‘1 has
R TRAN Nt e CHINA
‘ ' e Doy
Madea ;‘ Jhseam|
. A i |\40|A
A 1 s / u HONG
o ARABIA chr:w \ B : KOKG
Arsc-/an &y
§ Sea L Bengal
! 7 l\!ﬂ'ﬂ'
AFRICA b\
- SRI
LANKA
\m 2000 SINGAFORE

Q1. Locate the three countries on the western side of India.

Q2. Mark the four travels (Udasis) of Guru Nanak by numbering the coloured arrows.

Q3. Name the two cities of Arab which are considered as places of pilgrimage for Muslims.
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Meera Bai
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: Rupal, today | will
tell youabout one o o .
more Bhakti Saint. | D - - Not mUChI JUSf
Do you know about |
Meera bai?

heard the name.

T

She was passionately
devoted to Lord Krishna
| from her childhood and

She was a princess,
remained so, till her last

born in a small
village near Merta.




A devotee of Lord
Krishna. Interesting!

you fasting on
1 Janmashtami.




, F e
She asked

many questions
like me mom!

you are, my
dear Rupal.

' Once there was a marriage procession in front of a
house, the bridegroom was nicely dressed.

My dear Meera,
Lord Krishna is
your bridegroom.

is my
bridegroom?
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Meera began to love the idol

of Krishna very much and

spent much of her time in
bathing and dressing the idol. |

N

I also send
a lot of time
with my doll,

mom.

Meera singing songs in front of the image, talking to the idol
while kissing the feet of Krishna.

Meera Bai was
the most
beautiful,

delightful and

innocent girl of
the kingdom but
she was never
arrogant towards
ahyone.
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Meera's father
arranged for her
marriage with
Rana Bhojraj of

\ Chittor, in Mewar.

[ Then,did |
| she marry? F&

(T

 After completing her household duties, she would

go to the temple of Lord Krishna and sing songs in
the simple form called pada (verse).
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| with Krishna as her
beloved, lord and

. | master with the idol
.\ in her hand.

| 1o Lord Krishna in her -

She expressed
complete surrender

81



|

B
B

Complete surrender [~ 7
means complete ==

- 4

What is complete
surrender, dadu?

In her poetry, she is longing for the union with Krishna .
She wants to be coloured with the colour of dusk.

B v e

o Meera Bai has been the
subject of numerous
folk tales and
hagiographic legends,
which are inconsistent
or widely different in
details.

e Her bhajans still act as
a soothing balm to the
wounded hearts and
tired nerves.

o Her lyrics infuse faith,
courage, devotion and
love of God.
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Once Akbar also came in disguise to Chittor to hear Meera's devotional and inspiring
songs. He placed an emerald necklace in front of the idol as an offering before he left
Chittor.

-

Rana Bhojraj and his brother Vikramaditya became angry and told Meerabai to drown
herself in the river.

. | / Drown yourself in the | !

river and never show
your face to the world
in future. You have

brought disgrace to our ‘m f

. family. w
- V j =

. >
¥

p ""' ’
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Did she do
that, dadu?

Meera obeys her husband and proceeds towards the river
to drown herself. As she puts her feet in the river, she is

stopped from behind.

/“Meera Bai taught the world, the ™\
way to love God. She rowed her
boat dexterously in a stormy

sea of family troubles and
difficulties and reached the

shore of supreme peace by faith
and devotion towards Lord
\_Krishna.
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My dear Meera, your

life with this mortal

husband is over now.
You are absolutely
free. Be cheerful.

You are mine. Immediately proceed
to the bowers of Vraja and the
avenues of Brindavan. Seek me
there, my child. Be quick.

|

l

i
x

\

On her way to
Brindavan, she was
received by many
ladies and devotees
with great hospitali

|
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She expressed her devotion towards Lord Krishna through
the songs composed by her.

So she reached Brindavan and
found her flute bearer there.




In Brindavan, Meera bai was free to worship Giridhar to her heart's content.

7if
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A ———

As long as
Krishna will be
She worshipped Lord remembered,
Krishna wholeheartedly. Meera will be
Her soul was ever remembered —
yearning for Krishna. Py

Meera bai considered herself to be the Gopi of Brindavan, engulfed with pure love
for Krishna.
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| The unique feature of
most of the Bhakti
Saints including Meera
bai is that their works
were composed in
_ regional languages.

So, all the songs
could be sung by
common people.

The Bhakti Saints challenged the caste hierarchy, emphasized the individual's direct connection to God and the
possibility of salvation for all, through good deeds and simple living.

/' T have understood
that Bhakti
Movement was not
singing the praises
of kings, but an

\ | infroduction of

P\ \ spiritual themes. 4

N -

| \ 4




. Chech Vour Knowledge

A. Choose the correct option:

1. Meera from her childhood believed as her beloved, lord and
master.
a) Krishna b) Shiva c) Vishnu d) Ram
2.0nce came in disguise to hear Meera’s devotional and inspiring
songs.
a) Raja Bhoj b) Sher Shah Suri c) Akbar

d) Jalaluddin Fateh Sahib
3. Meera belonged to the royal family of ;
a) Jobner b) Sikar c) Merta d) Pali
4.Songs sung by Meera became popular among the people of Rajasthanand
a) West Bengal b) Gujarat c) Maharashtra  d) Karnataka
5. Meera expressed her love for Lord Krishna in her devotional songs called
a) sakhis b) bhajans c) shlokas
d) preachings

B. Fill in the blanks:
1. Meera Bai was married to ;
2. Meera Bai sang devotional songs in the streets of
3. Meera had a vision, she saw Krishna in flowers, trees, stone and
everywhere.
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Chech your Knowledge

o N O U B W

. Whom did Meera bai believe to be her groom?

. What would Meera bai do after completing her household

duties?

. What did Meera bai express in her poetry?

. Who visited Meera bai in disguise?

. What did Akbar present to the idol?

. What did Rana Bhojraj tell Meera bai in anger?
. What did Lord Krishna tell Meera bai?

. What did Meera bai do after reaching Brindavan?




Angwer Rey

. Meera bai believed that Lord Krishna was her groom.

. After completing her household duties, Meera bai would go to
the temple of Lord Krishna and sing songs in a simple form
called pada.

. Meera bai expressed complete surrender to Lord Krishna in her
poetry.

. Akbar, the ruler of India visited Meera bai in Chittor in disguise.
. Akbar presented an emerald necklace in front of the idol as an
offering before he left Chittor.

. Rana Bhojraj ordered her to drown herself in the river and
never show her face to the world in future.

. Lord Krishna asked Meera bai to proceed to the bowers of Vraja
and the avenues of Brindavan.

. Meera bai expressed her devotion towards Lord Krishna

through songs composed by her, after reaching Brindavan.




Crogsword

Across: Down:
1. Meera was married to 2. Song sung in simple form by Meera
5. Complete surrender 3. Synonym of statue

4. Meera was the princess of

VIYHdN v 1OdI € SVAVd T ‘NAOd
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/ While Kabir and Nanak spoke\
of the formless God (nirgun

Yes, the Bhakti poets bhakti), Meera bai composed
emphasised on oneness of . l .
God and surrender to God. and Sun? dCVOfIOl’)a VErSES In

| | praise of Lord Krishna. They all

emphasised religious simplicity
and stressed upon moral

Qalues. /

" Thank you grandpa, thanks

mom for helping me know and

understand about the Bhakti

Movement. I will share this

_ information with my friends
| also.
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Summary

Bhakti Saints, advocated the union of the individual soul with the Supreme God. They rejected
all kinds of rituals and discrimination on the basis of caste. They rejected the concept of
renouncing the world and preferred to stay with their families and serve fellow humans. This
was a new form of bhakti where happiness was in sharing the pain of others.

KABIR

Kabir Das was a poet and writer whose ideals and compositions shaped religious
ideologies in Northern India in the seventeenth century.

Kabir’s teachings were based on complete rejection of the major religious traditions. He
believed in a formless Supreme God and preached that the only path to salvation was
through bhakti or devotion.

Kabir wrote many verses called sakhis and pads which were sung by wandering bhajan
singers. Many of his writings were later compiled in the Guru Granth Sahib, Panch Vani,
and Bijak.

GURU NANAK

Guru Nanak emphasised on the worship of one God and was of the opinion that caste,
creed, and gender were irrelevant and the prevalent religious practices were not the path
to achieve salvation.

According to him, pursuit of an active life would liberate humans, and he also used the
terms naam, daan, and isnaan to mean right worship, welfare, and purity of conduct.
His ideas today are called Kirat Karo, Naam Jappo, and Vand Chakho, which mean right
belief and worship, honest living and helping others.

Guru Nanak founded Sikhism to preach worship of one God and love for fellow humans.
His successors worked towards making Sikhism a popular religion which is now followed
by millions.

The Sikhs call their faith Gurmat (the way of the Guru).

MEERA BAI

Meera Bai was a Rajput princess married in the royal family of Mewar. She was a
devotee of Lord Krishna and composed many bhajans which became popular among the
people of Rajasthan and Gujarat.

In most of her poems, she describes her unconditional love for her Lord and promotes
Krishna bhakti as the best way of life. She sets an example of true devotee towards Lord
Krishna. With ektara in her hand, she chanted hymns that she composed.




Glogsary

% beaming- smiling broadly

o

% curious - eager to know or learn something

% custom - an age old practice observed by a person or a group in a
society

¢ development — the process of becoming better or creating something
more advanced

¢ devotion — it is great love, affection, or admiration for someone

¢ elating - filled with happiness

% genuine - it means true or authentic

** meditating- it is a practice where an individual learns to focus on a
particular object, to be in a calm and stable state

¢ occasion — particular event, or the time at which it takes place

¢ preaching - religious address to an assembled group of people

¢ prevailing - existing at a particular time

¢ procession -the act of moving along or proceeding in an orderly
succession or in a formal and ceremonious manner

¢ proclaiming - announce officially or publicly.

¢ religious practice- it includes rituals, sermons, sacrifices, festivals,
feasts and other aspects of human culture

¢ salvation — it generally refers to the deliverance of the soul from sin
and its consequences

¢ surrender - to give up or hand over ones’ life to God

¢ vanish - disappear completely
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This Graphic Novel is an outcome of the efforts of entire team of mentors, teachers and the students of Maharaja Sawai

Bhawani Singh School, Jaipur. We would like to express our gratitude to one and all in the making of the Novel.

Disclaimer: This Novel is published as a supportive reading material to enable the students to have a better understanding of the topic. The

characters used in this Graphic Novel are fictional and resemblance of any character is merely a coincidence.
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK

The Jaipur History Festival held at the City Palace organised by the Maharaja Sawai Man
Singh II Museum Trust in 2019 gave us the opportunity to initiate the project of Graphic Novel
at Maharaja Sawai Bhawani Singh School. Jaipur.

The process of making of the Graphic Novel based on the text book proved to be a great learning
experience for the entire team of teachers and students of MSBSS involved in the project. Three
Bhakti Saints namely Kabir, Meera Bai and Guru Nanak were selected from the chapter -
Devotional Paths to the Divine (NCERT book for Social Studies - Class VII). We developed a
story board. taking care to keep factual knowledge correct, while at the same time adding a bit
of homour and stories to keep the interest of the students alive. The novel led to the integration
of subjects such as Social Studies. Art, Languages and IT.

The Graphic Novel is based on the National Education Policy 2020. ensuring a student centric
approach and following the multiple intelligences pedagogy. It is an attempt to provide another
tool to the teacher to engage the students.

I would like to place on record my sincere thanks to Princess Diya Kumariji, Secretary.
Managing Committee, Maharaja Sawai Bhawani Singh School for her wholehearted support
and encouragement and to Mrs. Rama Datt, Executive Trustee and Shri Sandeep Sethi. Director
Education, MSMS II Museum Trust for their guidance and motivation for this project.

Best wishes,
N alats il

Vaidehi Singh (Principal)
Maharaja Sawai Bhawani Singh School
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This Guaphic Navel emphasises on the teachings of the
Bhakti Saints lke Halir, Guue Nanak and Meera
Bai, whe preached that there is anly ane God and all
are equal in the eyes of God. The thuee saints Caid
stress an leading a pure and simple Ufe. They rejected
the cancept of renauncing the world and prefevied to
stay with theix families and sewe fellow humans.
They believed that happiness was in shating the pain
of athers. The contents in the novel wevolve around the
significant wole played by Bhakti Saints in the field of
FHinduism by intreducing devotion or bhakti as the
means te attain Gad.
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