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step in the same direction.

Dr. Sunita Vashistha
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DISCLAIMER

The Characters used in this Graphic Novel are fictional and
resemblance of any character or incident is merely a coincidence.

The work done on characters and scenes are purely an art work of
our students and teachers.

PREFACE

This graphic novel ‘Ashoka, the Emperor who gave up war’ is a
story of Ashoka the great emperor of the Mauryan dynasty. In this,
you will explore the huge Mauryan Empire of India and will have a
glimpse of Ashoka’s Dhamma. Ashoka was a unique ruler. He was
the only ruler who stopped the practice of expansion of the empire
after winning a war. He was the first ruler who began the practice
of direct communication with his subjects whom he considered as
his children. This story also throws light on the borders of the
Mauryan Empire and the administrative system. This story depicts
the novel form of Ashoka’s Dhamma (Religion).

In nutshell, this graphic novel will act like a time machine that will
enable you to travel in the period of Mauryan Kings.




Message

Change Is inevitable. It
poses a great opportunity if
we are prepared for it. Keeping in pace
with the changing scenario of education
In these tough times MGPS, VDN has
proadened the parameters of learning by
oresenting this graphic novel. Heartfelt
thanks to the Principal and the staff
members who have strived hard to make
this dream come true.

Pradeep Baheti
Chairman
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&F \ All of us are aware that the
% =) |pace at which technologicall,
| emotional and social changes
are taking place, equipping
our children merely with
bookish knowledge will be Inadequate.
Thus, | wholeheartedly appreciate the
efforts made by team MGPS, VDN, in
compiling this graphic novel, which will
surely take the students’ learning to a new
horizon. | congratulate each one who has
contributed even a bit for the completion of
this novel.

Natwar Lal Ajmera

General Secretary




Message

“The focus on core objective
of education Is mandatory to
build holistic character of a

child.’

For this vision my thanks are due to the
Principal and the staff members along
with the best wishes for the success of
this graphic novel.

Murari Lal Birla

Hon. Secretary
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) Studenswillbe bty

7 Understand the Mauryan Dynasty and Arthashastra,

 Differentiate betweenan Empure anda Kingdom,

 Describe Ashoka's rise topower andhis administration.

> Eplain/ analyse the events of Ashoka sife before and afer i

\?transformatlon

J» Discuss how Ashoka's conversion to Buddhise impacted the fath
and the Mauryn Empure ' i

7 Evaluate Ashoka's lnscnptlons (His messages to his subjects).

7 Apply the iberal view o Ashoka's dhamma in present scenario.




‘ Sunny sitting in his study room and viewing virtual library on his laptop. ‘

Grandpa , see my
virtual library as
I touch any book
. it opens. Please

try it,

“Bood afternoon u

Dadaji, Which

book is this? This is

: : Arthashastra

’ written by
Kautilya known as
. Chanakya also.

é?

'\

Pleage tell
something
about

Arthashastra,

I1's o hondbook
of Kautlyo's

ideas on polify
and economy.,




Sunny and Grandpa continue to discuss about Arthashastra in the
bedroom .

t's too late Sunny. You
have to go to school
tomorrow. Go and sleep.
Papa you are also tired
please take some rest .

Sunny starts

dreaming......... Bheem, use your
magic carpet and
let’s take a tour

Wow.......it'll be
fun to visit the

around the Mauryan Empire,

Mauryan Empire, )

Hey! Here is the ” ﬁ

MOQIC Cﬂfpﬂ




ow! Large city,
Wooden palace with
beautiful stone
carvings as described
by Megasthenes in his
W ook Indica,

Patliputra, the

capital of

Sunny and Super Bheem are hidden
behind a tree,

Yes, I Know
Megasthenes
the Greek
ambassador in
Chandragupta's

Glossary:

Ambassador:A representative

l
of one government sent to

another.

- | Pinnacle - The most successful
| point.




: "l - . ‘e L i 4.
) ' hum and Sunny reached and hid themselves to &
/ Yes, prince, tell - view the royal court. -
,prince, o |
173 p [ ‘.,;‘, ‘. ! :

e
about your

province, Taxila. _ Everything
is going well,

Maharaja.

Wow.... the

L. A ) : ) » .
supreme Al RS il * - Oh! this is
King..... Al Y e " Chandragupta

( B N | | ) Maurya.
y '\ " e

Fact File
MEGASTHENES

Megasthenes was the ambassador of Seleucus in
the court of Chandragupta Maurya for five years.
On his return home he wrote a book Indica, in
which he gave an account of life and society at
Pataliputra and the Mauryan Empire.




Indeed maharaja,
under his
governorship,
Taxila will reach
to its pinnacle.

Bheem, which other
province is popular
except Taxila in
the Mauryan
empire?

" Ujjain, a way
' from north to

Come on, I'll show
you another
popular province,
Ujjain.

Sunny and Bheem reached

Maharaj, he is
the rqul cook and

are controlled by
the king from the
capital Pataliputra




You have cheated
not only us but
also the supreme

king

1

Sorry, Prince I
know Governor is
the representative

of the king

Put this man
behind the
bars

e

Our spy system is
too strong.Spies
keep an eye on

Whom did the
king make the

ho is this

man in the P
o royal dress
beside the
criminal ?

He is an
official.




Both discussing on the terrace of the

royal court.

Who are
officials ?
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taxes from
farmers, crafts

persons and
traders,

to the jungles of
central India.

They are full of

natural resources

somewhere else,
where we can
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S They are <
Tribals. They
gather the
forest produce
and hunt the

~ animals for

Who are g
these people | g_‘??i,

BN and what are | o AT
i they doing, %, ‘ 3 .
Bheen? g, ‘S0 * &

Suddenly tribal people come and start talking to them in their own + t —bood

morning
maa... Whet o
wonderful dream it

language. Sunny and Bheem get scared and start running...

Good morning
Sunny It's too
late. Get ready
for the school.




-\ [ In the School Social Science Period ]
»

! —
Ma'am I think
Empire is larger
than Kingdom so

it needs more
resources.

~

Yes, like Mauryan Empire
whose capital was

Patliputra.

By controlling the
roads and rivers the
Kings collected the
tax and tribute .

South India was famous
for gold and northwest
for blankets.

Ma'am, how did
kings manage
money for

resources?

kind of
tributes did

interesting
ma’'am that

kings received
these things
as tributes.

» _4"

N

l,":" ‘."3 g §
rerere

GLOSSARY: Ma'am what g rroa i
is tribute? ) mentioned in
Arthashastra.

|. Empire- a very big kihngdom

2. Tribute- it was collected as and when
it was possible from people who gave a
variety of things, more or less willingly.

3. Tax- A compulsory contribution given
to the king or government as revenue.




In the evening at an ice - cream pariour.....
Grand father gave a 50 rupee note to Sunny to buy an ice -cream
and he noticed a symbol on it.

Grandpa from -
where has the
national emblem

t has been taken from
Sarnath. 6o and buy your
ice cream, I will tell you
more about it .

e been taken ? Lo

'

Fill up time:

1. The two popular provinces of the Mauryan Empire were

2. The royal princes were sent as

and

3. were salaried persons who worked for the king.

4. Officials collected

from farmers, crafts persons and traders.

Please tell about king
Ashoka. Why is he
called ‘the Great '?

e

\\\\‘(\\\\\“\“X\

great, built
this Sarnath

.
L:g
=

-
al

ruler who used to ,
take his message to R\
his subjects through \".‘4.\
““? riptions ““““\“‘k )

Oh . inscriptions
...in written




Can you matchup:
Sunny ! Ashoka is GISOE’E—-—: A B
known as the unique al
ruler as he left the
th of fter hi
P e Chanakya Modern Patna

Pataliputra Seleucus Nicator
Greek ruler Taxila
Provincial capital Arthashastra

AM | CORRECT OR NOT:

1. The Northwest was important for gold.

2. The Mauryan rulers tried to control roads and rivers which were important for
transport.

3. South India was famous for blankets.

On the way home grandpa told more about King Ashoka.

Prokrit, the Vernacular
was wused at that
time.

Which language
was used by the
king in
inscriptions.




At night in the bedroom

We will discuss about " '
inscriptions some other Qk, dadaji, I will
day. We must sleep discuss more about

now, Good night ~ Ashoka with my
n teacher tomorrow.

CAN YOU ANSWER ME?

Q.1 How is an empire different from a kingdom?

Answer Key:

Fill up time: 1. Taxila and Ujjain 2. Governors 3. Officials 4. Taxes
Can you matchup:

Chanakya- Arthashastra

Patliputra- Modern Patna

Greek ruler- Seleucus Nicator

Provincial capital- Taxila

Can you answer me: An empire is larger than a kingdom and requires more money
for resources.




v Kalinga...... ?
8 Where is it ?

Don‘t you want
to travel sunny?

FACT FILE: Ashoka taught the important virtues of life to his
subjects through his inscriptions and edicts like: peace, tolerance,
charity, respect, truthfulness and kindness.

In 600 BCE the
coastal Orissa was
known as Kalinga .
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Please don't get
bl down here I am
scared.

Sunny and Bheem reach the battle field at
Kalinga in his dreams.

Don’t worry, see the
battle of Kalinga
which was won by King

Oh, What Please leave this

have I done ? place it is full of
sorrow and grief.




In Ashoka's palace =
N ‘ / : / ‘

Maharaja,come
in the shelter
\of Dhamma.

Are you still
Ok, now onwards dreaming? It's
it's my duty to morning. Get
solve each and ready and go to
every problem of school .

Maharaj, teach
your subjects as
a father.

Y Oh! They
are closer to

Fact File:

Kalinga is the ancient name of modern Orissa. Kalinga war was the

turning point in the life of Ashoka as he gave up war and followed
Buddhism after it.

Bhante — Term was used to address Buddhist Monk.




’

Rahul, Ashoka's
dhamma did not
involve worship of

any God or
sacrifices.

i

Do you know what !
Last night I had a
dream about Ashoka

and his Dhamma.

£y
=1y
57
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Sunny which God
did Ashoka use
to worship?

No, he didn't
chant any as he
was inspired by
the teachings of
Buddha.

unny whic

couplet did
Ashoka use to
chant?

et’s go to library
and read some

more books about

Ashoka.

Yes, even I
want to read
more about
him




————— w74 R "lllll. L,/'
Eﬂlk\ 5 /I8 ™ é’

; "" vn’
o‘(
»In his empire people
followed different

religions which led to
the conflicts .Animals
the challenges

Wlso sacrificed, B
faced by Ashoka as TR

- . \\ a religious king ? \
_ — il ¥ In the school library. II

Y =a

'P Many moral values like be

F gentle to your slaves and
servants and treat all

. creatures with compassion
B What did

Ashoka inscribe

Ma‘'am, what were

Ma'am, did king
Ashoka appoint
purohits in his

No, he appointed
religious officers
known as Dhamma
mahamatta,




Ma'am , what
were the duties
of Dhamma

mahamattas ‘

Dhamma
mahamattas were
responsible for
spreading dhamma not
only in India but also all
2. around the world .

buddhist monastery,

In the evening at home. Sunny, Your father
— has sent his
g photagraph from

Wow! It's nice.
Is it located in
Greece or Sri

Lanka




Yes you are right
Sunny. King Ashoka Yes, Dadaji is right .
dug wells, built roads ‘ Ashoka arranged for
and houses for public medical treatment for
welfare also. , animals and human

ou know Dadaji ,
king Ashoka sent the
religious officials in

many countries to
spread Buddhism .

not to criticize other
religion as it would
harm their own

liberal view is
relevant in today's

Dadaji, is Ashoka's
perspective
practical in today's
time?




'dharma’.

GLOSSARY

2. Dhamma : A Prakrit word for Sanskrit word

1. Penance: Punishment inflicted on oneself as an
outward expression of repentance for wrongdoing.

3. Monastery: A place where monks and nuns stay and

meditate.

DOWN

*Capital of Magadha

*Prakrit word for Dharma

*A Greek ambassador

*Ashokan inscriptions were written in this language

ACROSS

*A book written by Chanakya

*A gateway to northwest

*A very big kingdom

*The ancient name of coastal Orissa

|'-.T

1E




Ans. Key for crossword puzzle.

ACROSS

DOWN

5. ARTHASHASTRA

6. TAXILA
7. EMPIRE

1. PATLIPUTRA
2. DHAMMA

3. MEGASTHENESE

4. PRAKRIT

8. KALINGA

Find out these virtues in the following maze.
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. What were the means adopted by Ashoka to spread the message of ‘dhamma”?

Ans: Ashoka appointed officials (called ‘dhamma mahamatia’) to go from place to place and tell people about
‘dhamma’. Ashoka got his messages inscribed on rocks and pillars too, in a language called as Prakrit which was
comprehensible to all. Messengers were also sent to other parts of the world.

Q. Why do you think slaves and servants were ill-treated? Do yon think the orders of the emperor would have
improved their condition? Give reasons for vour answer.

Ans: [ think that slaves and servants were ill-tréeated becanse no political authority or socio-economic
organisation had favoured proper treatment for slaves and servants. They were supposed to do all manual and
hard work but they were not allowed to participate in some ritnals and not permitted to recite Vedas or for taking
education.

Yes, I think the orders of the emperor would have improved condition of slaves and servants. We can give the
Tollowing reasons:

o Slaves and servants would have got proper wages and better treatment.

= Their duty hours and working conditions would have improved.

() What were the problems that Ashoka wanted to solve by introducing ‘dhamma'?;
Aus: The problems Ashoka wanted to solve by introducing dhamma were:

I, Communalism (He wanted communal harmony within his state).

Violence or killing of animals (He wanted animal protection or Ahimsa or Non-violence).
Cruelty (He liked mercy or kindness towards slaves and servants),

To maintain peace In familles and among neighbours,

Respecting one's elders,

Treating all creatures with compassion,

Giving gifts to Brahmins and monks,

Show respect to other religlons too,

Try to understand the main ideas of other religions,




httpy/www.emayzine.comylectures/mauryanempire.
htm

https://schools.aglasem.com/ncert/ncert-books-class-
b-history-chapter-7/
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SUMMARY

The Mauryan empire in Indian history was reigned by the rulers from the Maurvan dynasty,
According to the ancient history of India, the Mauryan Empire happened to be quite strong
and powerful n all respect ncliding the politcal aspects and military aspects. King Asoka, the
third monarch of the Indian Mauryan dynasty; has come to be regarded as one of the most
exemplary rulers in world history. Although Buddhist fterature preserved the legend of thi
ruler - the story of cruel and ruthless King Who converted to Buddhism and thereafler
established a refgn of virfue - definitive historical records of his reign were acking. Then in the
nineteenth century there came 0 fght alavge number of edicts, Theseedicts; inscribed on
ocks and piln, procim Asoka's eforms and polices and promulgate hisadvie o i
ubjects, The presnt rendering ofthese edics, hased o earir translation; offers uSnsights
it poerful and capable rule’s attemptto establish an empive on the foundation of
ighteousness,  regn which nakes the moral and spiriual welfre oF i subjecs s primary

concern,




