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This Graphic Novel - The French Revolution, is a history of 

modern world which unfolds many areas l ike 

f reedom,democracy,v io lence,death, tyranny and 

destruction. The content in the book gives a detailed study 

with beautiful pictures and exciting dialogues. The book has 

shown the rise and fall of the French Empire and to know 

how the contemporary world has evolved. In this book you 

will discover how history can be interesting and how it helps 

to understand the world in which we live.

Preface



Story Board

• Slavery was abolished in
French colonies in 1848.

The abolition of slavery

French society during 
the late eighteenth century.

Did women have 
a Revolution?

Women started their 
own political clubs 
and news-papers 
to voice their interest.

The French Revolution

Reign of Terror

Outbreak of the Revolution

Robespierre’s rule in France 
was known as ‘Reign of Terror’

How subsistence 
crisis occured.

1.Bad harvest 
2.Increase In the price of bread
3.Gap between the rich & poor

France become a constitutional monarchy

1. The Directory Rules
2. Rise of Napoleon 

1.Revolt against increasing taxes
2.Social groups emerged
3.Philosophers emerged

A growing middle class

1. Power was distributed 
among the legislature, 
the executive and the 
judiciary.

2. Rights like Freedom, 
Equality, Fraternity etc… 
were introduced

The revolution and 
every day life.



Characters

Louis XVI was the last Bourbon King of France. He was 
executed for treason by Guillotine in 1793. 

Born: 23 August 1754, Palace of Versailles, Versailles, France 
Died: 21 January 1793, Place de la Concorde, Paris, France

Louis XVI

Napoleon Bonaparte

Napoleon Bonaparte was a French statesman and military 
leader who led several successful campaigns. He 
crowned himself  Emperor of France in 1804. 

Born: 15 August 1769, Ajaccio, France 
France Died: 5 May 1821, Longwood House

Marie Antoinette 

Marie Antoinette was the last Queen of France. She was born 
an Archduchess of Austria and was the penultimate child and 
youngest daughter of Empress Maria Theresa and Francis I, 
Holy Roman Emperor. 

Born: 2 November 1755, The Hofburg, Vienna, Austria
Died: 16 October 1793, Place de la Concorde, Paris, France

Maximilien François Marie Isidore de Robespierre was a 
French lawyer and politician who was one of the best-known 
and most influential figures of the French Revolution. 

Born: 6 May 1758, Arras, France
Died: 28 July 1794, Place de la Concorde, Paris, France

Maximilien Robespierre 



Characters

Mirabeau was a leader of the early stages of the French Revolution. 
He was a successful orator, a national hero and the leader of the 
moderate position among revolutionaries. 

Born: 9 March 1749, Le Bignon-Mirabeau, France 
Died: 2 April 1791, Paris, France 

Mirabeau

Montesquieu

Montesquieu was a French judge and political philosopher. He is 
famous for his articulation of the theory of Separation Of Powers, 
which is implemented in many constitutions throughout the world. 

Born: 18 January 1689, La Brede, France 
Died: 10 February 1755, Paris, France 

Rousseau

Jean-Jacques Rousseau was a Genevan philosopher, writer and 
composer. His political philosophy influenced the progress of the 
Enlightenment throughout Europe, as well as aspects of the 
French Revolution. 

Born: 28 June 1712, Geneva, Switzerland 
Died: 2 July 1778, Ermenonville, France

Voltaire

Voltaire was a French Enlightenment writer, historian, and 
philosopher famous for his wit, his criticism of Christianity, especially 
the Roman Catholic Church, as well as his advocacy of freedom of 
speech, freedom of religion, and separation of church and state. 

Born: 21 November 1694, Paris, France 
Died: 30 May 1778, Paris, France 



French Society during the late Eighteenth Century

3rd Estate

1st Estate 2nd Estate

Nobility 

Enjoyed privileges by birth

Enjoyed feudal privileges

Clergy

Enjoyed privileges by birth

Invested with special functions
 in the church

Peasants were forced to provide services to the 
lords - to work in their fields and houses, serve in 

army and participate in building roads. 

Church imposed direct 
and indirect taxes

Peasants and artisans 
Small peasants, 

landless labour, servants 
Big Businessmen, Merchants, 
Court Officials, Lawyers etc. 



The only way to 
come out of this 
is to increase 
taxes!

France was deep in debt for spending too much on wars 
and the lavish lifestyle of the royal family.

“Yes it should be 
increased”.

In 1774, Louis XVI of the Bourbon family of kings ascended the throne of France. 

We are 1% of the total 
population, we are rich and 
we will not pay any taxes.

We are the rich land 
owners . We will also
 not pay taxes! 



The nobles, the clergy, the lenders and the king took the historic decision of burdening the third 
estate with all the taxes.

Peasants and common 
people constitute most of 
the population. 
Let them pay taxes.

The burden of the taxes should be 
divided among all the estates. “Yes!Yes! 

it should be divided.”

“ We are being 
forced to render 
services to the lord”.

 Building roads is 
quite a tiring job. 

We are bound to 
work in house and 
fields of nobles! 

Disinterest and reaction amongst the common people

“They are forcing 
us to work in 
the army” .

Yes!
Yes! 



The news that Louis XVI planned to impose further taxes to be able to meet the expenses of 
the state, was not well received by the common man. 
They reacted.

We want 
to Protest! 

We need to
 Protest!

Protest!                                             Protest!                                               Protest!

We will not pay more 
taxes! We need liberty! 

But the third estate is destined 
to pay taxes for using salt or 
tobacco or even eating food.

And the third estate was 
finally buried under the 
taxes – “the tithe” and 
“the taille”.

We are also 
imposing a 
few taxes!

No! No! don’t 
overburden us!

The church also left no stone unturned to burden the 
third estate.



Subsistence Crisis

On the other hand, due to increase in population the demand for food grains increased. Production of 
grains could not keep pace with the demand. As a result price of bread increased which affected the 
labour. This led to subsistence crisis .

Situations are 
becoming worse!

God, please save 
us from the storm 

and starvation!

Hey! have  you 
had food 
today?

No! I haven’t yet!
It’s been a week 

that I am starving.

Situation became 
worst when drought 
or hail reduced the 
harvest. 



This led to the emergence of social groups  in the middle class. 

I am a believer of Rousseau, 
this man has enlightened 
 our lives.

I agree! 
I read the 
pamphlet. 

The works of social reformers like Montesquieu , Rousseau and Voltaire were avidly read and  
reproduced in pamphlets that were widely  circulated and discussed in salons and coffee shops.

But freedom can be 
achieved only when 

we are united.

We should work 
under one roof. 

One man, One rule!

Voltaire has 
opened my 
eyes!

I believe Montesquieu, 
he has raised our spirits. 

Yes! I agree!  “The sprit of laws” 
has given us real power.

...and Voltaire wrote that all that he saw 
happening around him were like 
shadows cast in advance. 

This was the
warning of 
the revolution.



The outbreak of the revolution

We do not need to 
send many 
representatives. 

King listens to us! 
Monarch is ours!

We make up 90% of 
the total population. We 
should have right of 
1 person and 1 vote. 

“No you cannot 
have the right of 
“1 Person, 1 Vote”
you are our 
servants”.

Our voices will be 
heard.

3rd Estate decides to send as many 
representatives

On 5th May 1789, Louis XVI called the meeting of estate general to pass the proposal of 
new taxes. First and second estate sent 300 representatives each and the third estate 
sent 600 representatives. 



Tennis Court Oath

On 20 June, 3rd estate assembled in the hall of an indoor tennis court in the ground of 
Versailles and pledged not to leave until a new constitution was written. 

We want our 
demands to be met. 

We pledge not to 
leave until our 
needs are met!



The Commander was killed, prisoners were released which 
created hatred for Bastille. 

Power to the 
People!

Down with 
tyranny!

Liberty!
Equality!

Fraternity!

14 July 1789, the city (Paris) is in a state of alarm. People are angry that Louis XVI threatened the leaders of 
National  Assembly for arrest. 

Thus marking the beginning of a New Era. 
Storming of the Bastille

Come out
you traitors!

If you will not
come out
we will invade.

We found 
ammunition
here.Let’s attack!

The people of Paris stormed the 
Bastille, a royal prison. Thus 
began the French Revolution. 



Life of people during French Revolution

  Abolition of censorship was celebrated. Towns flooded with newspapers, 

pamphlets, books & printed pictures. 

 Plays,songs and festive processions attracted large number of people. 

 Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen proclaimed Freedom of Speech and 

Expression to be their natural right. 

 Now, the French people could practice ideas given by the social philosophers like 

Montesquieu and Voltaire. 



The constitution of 1791 vested the power to make laws in the National Assembly, 
which was indirectly elected.



Active citizen can vote,
consisting of men who 
can pay wages of 3 days 
and passive citizen 
cannot vote.

Who will be the passive 
citizen, Dear Lord?

Those who have no 
property rights or 
voting rights. It 
includes women, 
children and youth 
below 25 years. 

Long live 
the king!

Long live 
the king!

I am glad to announce 
that we have taken 
decisions in favor of
Third state. 

We would like to hear! 
We would like to hear!



Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen 
Constitution began with ....

1.  Men are born and remain free and equal in rights. Social distinctions may be founded only upon the 
general good.

2.  The aim of all political association is the preservation of the natural and imprescriptible rights of man. 
These rights are liberty, property, security, and resistance to oppression.

3.  The principle of all sovereignty resides essentially in the nation. No body nor individual may exercise any 
authority which does not proceed directly from the nation.

4.  Liberty consists in the freedom to do everything which injures no one else; hence the exercise of the 
natural rights of each man has no limits except those which assure to the other members of the society the 
enjoyment of the same rights. These limits can only be determined by law.

5.  Law can only prohibit such actions as are hurtful to the society. Nothing may be prevented which is not 
forbidden by law, and no one may be forced to do anything not provided for by law.



request of an account from any public agent of its administration. 



Now, we shall 
have right to life!

Freedom of 
speech! 

These rights are 
our birth rights!

Equality before law! 

Peoples reaction after Declaration of Rights



Sceptre : Symbol of royal power. 

Red Phrygian cap : Cap worn by a slave upon 
becoming free. 

Majority of men and women in  the eighteenth century could not read nor write. So images and 
symbols were frequently used instead of printed words to communicate important ideas. These 
symbols were used to convey the content of the declaration of rights. 

Political symbols



The Law Tablet : 
The law is the same for all, and all are equal before it.

Blue-white-red: The national colours of France 



La Marseillaise (National Anthem of France) became the strength of People’s spirit.

France Abolishes Monarchy and Becomes a Republic

The revolutionary wars brought loss and economic  
difficulties  to  the  people. 

We demand to lower 
price of bread, so we 
can feed our children 
and loved ones. 

On 5 October 1789...
Thousands of angry women walked from Paris to the 
Palace of Versailles to bring the king back with them to 
Paris. 



We should have a different 
identity than the rich. 

We should wear 
long striped trousers.

Maximilien Robespierre 
was the founder of 

Jacobin Club. 

During this period...
Political clubs became an important rallying point for people who wished to discuss government policies and plan their 
own forms of action. 

Jacobin club, the 
most famous 
political group of 
the French 
Revolution. 

Robespierre declared that less prosperous people such 
as small shopkeepers, pastry cooks, watch makers, 
printers, servants, daily wage workers should join 
Jacobin clubs.

We will wear a 
red cap too.

Yes! It will symbolise 
 ‘Liberty’.



It will give us our 
political rights.

Yes! 
Education will 

strengthen
our position 
in society.

We also demand 
Liberty!

We will also make 
our own political clubs.

Yes, we want to be 
known as 

‘Republican Women’. 

Women started their own political clubs and newspapers. 
About sixty women’s clubs came up in different French cities.

Women’s movements for voting rights and equal wages continued.

Finally in 1946, 
women in France 
won the right to vote. 



Soon after, Jacobins planned an insurrection against the Royal family and a new elected assembly “The Convention” was found.

The king must be punished 
or the Republic becomes a 
mere force.

The trial of the king began on December 11.
On 21st Sept. 1792

Convention declared 
France a republic.

Is the king 
guilty?

Should the king 
be executed?

Yes !
Yes !
Yes! 

Louis XVI was sentenced to death. Queen Marie Antoinette met with the same fate.

Yes !
Yes !
Yes! 

Yes !
Yes !
Yes! 

Yes !
Yes !
Yes! 



Churches were shut down and 
converted into barracks or offices.

Those who will not 
follow the laws, will 
face the ‘Guillotine’.

With Robespierre’s death, 
came the end of the terror.

The Reign of Terror

prosecute



Political structure consisted of two 
legislatures and a directory of 
five people.

Directory will help to strengthen the government.

 ‘The Directory Rules’ - France

Reformation was not 
required by this way.

When will we have a 
stable government?  

But political instability of 
Directory paved the way for 
the rise of the military director 
Napoleon Bonaparte.

In 1804, Napoleon Bonaparte 
crowned himself Emperor of France



Napoleon - Rise and Fall

Now, I will start the 
“Civil Code”.

And, I promise to give 
you a fair government 

and equal taxation.

Napoleon continued to 
take over Europe until the 
battle at Waterloo. 

Britain and Prussia united and defeated him at Waterloo. They sent 
him to an island in the South Atlantic, St. Helena and he died there. 

These forces
are too 

strong to bear. 

We must 
surrender! 

Run back! 

Run back!



After Napoleon’s defeat in the battle of Waterloo, France went 
through several further regime changes. Being ruled as a Monarchy, 
then for a brief period as a Second Republic, then as a second 
Empire, and finally in 1870, French Third Republic was established. 

This Revolution opened the doors of political liberation and ended the monarchial 
regime. The ideas of liberty, equality, fraternity and democratic rights were the most 
important legacy of the French Revolution. 



Timeline
1774 :  Louis XVI becomes King of France.

1789 :  Convocation of Estate General. 

            Third estate forms National Assembly. 

            Storming of Bastille .

1791 :  Declaration of rights of Man & Citizen.

1792 :  France become a Republic.

1793 :  Louis XVI executed.

1793-94 : Reign of Terror.

1794 :  Maximilien Robespierre executed. 

1794 :   Directory Rules France.

1804 :    Napoleon becomes ruler of France. 

1815 :    Napoleon Bonaparte gets defeated at the battle of Waterloo. 

1848 :   Slavery was finally abolished in the French colonies. 

 1946 :   Women in France won the right to vote.



Drama and Role play - 

Drama can play a spontaneous part in lessons, be a focal element in part of the 

course, or take the central role in a topic. It can be done by groups or the whole 

class. Drama works best if it is set in a specific historical context. The historical 

resource such as a story, document, picture or artefact can provide a good starting 

focus for drama. Some drama strategies :

1) Teacher in role

2) Making maps or plans

3) Still image

4) Overheard conversations

5) Forum theatre

6) Counsellors giving advice

7) Meetings 

Power Point Presentation - 

PowerPoint can be an effective tool to present material in the classroom and 

encourage student learning. PowerPoint is especially useful when providing 

course material online. Use PowerPoint to cue and guide the presentation rather 

than project long and complete sentences.      

• It also helps in engaging multiple learning styles.

• Increasing visual impact

• Improving learners focus

• Analysing and synthesizing complexities

• Increasing spontaneity and interactivity

• Increasing wonder

French Revolution can also be understood with the 
help of following pedagogies



Complete the following statements with appropriate words. 

Execution, Taille, National Anthem, Peasants, French Revolution , Estates , Wages, 

Waterloo. 

1. The revolution of 1789 ultimately led to the_____ of the king.

2. 90% of French population was made up of____.

3. The storming of the Bastille marked the beginning of the _____.

4. French society in the 18th century was divided into three ___.

5. _____of workers could not keep pace with rise in prices.

6. Napoleon finally defeated at____ in 1815.

7. The ____ direct tax levied on the third estate.

8. Marseillaise is the ____ of France.

Choose and write the correct option for each of the following questions.

1. By whom was the reign of terror introduced in France between 1793 - 94?

A. Louis XVI.          B. Napoleon C. Robespierre.     D. Rousseau

2.Name the tax levied by the church on the third state.

A. Taille.             B. Tithe  C. Indirect tax.     D. None of the above.

3. Who was crowned as the French emperor in 1804?

A. Robespierre.     B. Louis XVI C. Napoleon Bonaparte. D. Montesquieu

4. Why was the subsistence crisis caused in France?

A. The wages of the people was low

B. Widespread unemployment

C. Increase in population led to a rapid increase in the demand for food grains

D. The state imposed various taxes.

5. The French Revolution was

A. Against the dictatorial policies of the monarch B. Against the clergy

C. Against the society     D. None of the above

6. The society of estates was part of the

A. Ryotwari system  B. New revenue system

C. Feudal system  D. Zamindari system

7. Which new assembly was formed by Jacobins?

A. National Assembly B. Directory      

C. Convention       D. Republican
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CROSS WORD

Across

3. Leader of the Jacobins was

7. The National Anthem of France is called

10. The newly elected assembly was called the

11.  A tax levied by the church .

12.  The symbol of royal power.

Down

1. Tax to be paid directly

2. The weapon that beheaded citizen.

4. Betrayal of one's country.

5. The prison that a mob stormed in to.

6. The Austrian princess was.

8. I belong the Bourbon family of kings ascended the throne of

France.

9. French society was divided into 3

13.  Group of persons invested with special functions in the church .
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Glossary

1) Clergy:- Group of persons invested with special functions in the church.

2) Tithe:- A tax levied by the church comprising one-tenth of the agricultural 

produce.

3) Taille:- Tax to be paid directly to the state.

4) Subsistence Crisis:- An extreme situation where the basic means of 

livelihood are endangered.

5) Convent:- A building belonging to a community devoted to a religious life.

6) Convention:- The newly elected assembly was called the convention.

7) Republic:- A republic is a form of government where the people elect the 

government including the head of the government.

8) Treason:- Betrayal of one’s country or government.

9) Guillotine:- The Guillotine is a device consisting of two poles and a plate 

with which a person is beheaded. It was named after Dr. Guillotin who 

invented it.

10)  Jacobins:- Members of the most powerful political club during the French 

Revolution. Under their leader Robespierre, they instituted the Reign of 

Terror to preserve the revolution.

 11) Five Directors:- Five men who acted as the executive branch of the 

government under the Directory.

12)  Civil Code:- The concept of equality before the law and also secured the 

right to property. This code abolished the feudal system and freed 

peasants from serfdom. 
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View point from France





This issue of French Revolution is a deep and sincere effort 
of the whole team of Saint Edmund's School, Jawahar Nagar. 
I hope it makes itself relevant to all its readers.

The idea of creating a comic book came randomly, however 
the process of crafting one was quite interesting. The 
students and teachers were equally involved in exploring, 
researching, surveying and assessing the relevance of such 
an important event that took place in history.

The conceptualization of this book was indeed based on the 
fact to provide maximum knowledge in a minimalistic but 
interesting manner. The book also encompasses some 
interesting activities in reference to the topic. I hope this idea 
of ours would be a success amongst its readers.
Thank you and Happy Reading.

Dr. (Mrs.) Pooja Singh
Joint Director

From the Desk of Joint Director



Mrs. Anu Bhatia
Principal

It is my sincere pleasure to welcome the readers to the graphic novel based on 
the French Revolution. The Indian system of education has always given 
priority to change and opened doors for creative learning techniques. Adopting 
the same ideology we, at St. Edmunds School, have tried to develop a smart 
learning tool beyond the humdrum bookish content which will not only help the 
students to fight the phobia of history but it will open doors for quick learning. 
The whole idea was coined over a discussion of participating in the Jaipur 
History Festival. A brainstorming session resulted in birthing the idea to 
produce a graphic novel in history. Change is the outcome of a challenge and 
we took the challenge with dedication and sincerity that eventually gave birth 
to a graphic novel on French Revolution. 
The core purpose was to condense and simplify complex history and engage the 
readers. Therefore the whole execution was guarded by the subject experts and 
art teachers that earned an outstanding response. Beautiful illustrations, images 
and work contributed were the results of the strenuous efforts of our Social 
Science teachers, English teachers, art team and the techno team. We struggled 
to catch the precise glimpse of the actual graphic novel however the support, 
energy and will to put the best foot forward poured motivation and kept the 
process going. A penultimate vote of thanks from us to Mr. Sandeep Sethi 
(Director Education, M.S.M.S. II, Museum Trust) for his consistent 
involvement and concern to bring out the best. 
I hope this idea of ours will find recognition and appreciation from every 
reader.

Principal’s Pen



The work in its unique way plunges you straight into the era of French 
Revolution. While Flipping through the pages of this graphic novel one can 
sense the vivacity of the moment.

The French Revolution has greatly changed the social and the political 
environment of France by putting an end to the whole system of Monarchy. 
There was an overall of upliftment of the entire Europe through liberty and 
freedom of commonmen. This revolution of the society resulted in the 
emancipation of women and the abolishment of slavery. This transformation 
thereafter, helped to shape many of Europe’s modern day governments. Our 
team of French experts is on its way to deliver the French edition of this 
beautiful graphic-novel.

Bonne - Lecture
Dr. Dolly Setia
(HOD French Department)

Prologue by Dolly Setia
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