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PREFACE 

In this graphic novel ‘Poorna Swaraj- a story of Civil Disobedience’ you will 

travel in the times of the British rule in India, and have a glimpse of the Indian 

national movement led by Mahatma Gandhi. It was a unique movement of 

its kind, unparalleled in the World History. Basically, based on the idea of 

non-violence, it was truly a mass movement, which engulfed within its ambit 

the different sections of the Indian society. From the ordinary village peasant 

to the industrial working class, zamindars and the capitalists, people of all 

religions and different shades of opinion with their critical thinking and 

unique decision making- skill participated in this momentous and unique 

movement. The story depicted in the novel will get you acquainted with the 

socio-political and economic conditions of our country in the 1920s and the 

1930s.  

The coverage of the famous Dandi March will show how an ordinary issue 

regarded as a trivial issue by the government authorities mobilized millions 

across the country. The way Gandhiji solved the problem and converted the 

issue of imposing tax on salt into a symbol of mass non-violent civil 

disobedience against the British rule in India, astonished the whole world,  

In a nutshell, this graphic novel will act like a time machine that will enable 

you to travel in the period of the Indian national movement. The famous Civil 

Disobedience Movement has been beautifully depicted in a story form to get 

you acquainted with the harsh circumstances our ancestors had to cope up 

with and the innumerable and inexpressible sacrifices made by our 

forefathers for securing Swaraj for our motherland. It’s our duty to cherish 

the ideas and values which guided our freedom movement and to imbibe 

them in our daily lives. The novel will familiarize you with the ideas on which 

our freedom fighters wanted to build the modern, independent India. 
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LEARNING OUTCOMES 

The students will be able to: - 

 
➢ correlate the significant elements of the nationalist movement and the nature of 

ideas, individuals and institutions under Gandhian leadership.  

➢ analyze the significant elements of the civil disobedience movement and its spread 

among masses.  

➢ analyze the perceptions and contributions of different communities towards the 

Gandhian movement with special reference to Civil Disobedience movement. 

➢ understand various political events of the period 1927 to 1930 and their impact on 

the developments in India. 

➢ understand and analyze the inner contradictions of the Indian society, and the 

insurmountable challenges faced by the Indian national movement in its efforts to 

engulf the different sections of the Indian society within its ambit. 
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STORY BOARD 
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Characters 

S.No. Name Description 

1. 
 

Pintu 

10 year old kid 

2. 
 

Dharamchand in 2020 

Pintu’s Grandfather, 99 year old 

3. 

 

Dharamchand in 1930 

9 year old kid 

4. 

 

Sohan Lal and Kallu 

Farmers, 30-32 year old 

6. 

 

Hukumchand in 1920s 

Dharamchand’s Father, 40-42 year old 

7. 

 

Karamchand in 1920s 

Dharamchand’s Brother, 37-38 year old 
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8. 
 

Mujeeb 

Karamchand’s Friend, 37-38-year-old 

9. 

 

Businessman 

Karamchand’s Associate, 37-38-year-old 

10. 

 

Female member 

Family member of Hukumchand 
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 The Independence Day Pledge, 26 January 1930 

 

‘We believe that it is the inalienable right of the Indian people, as 

of any other people, to have freedom and to enjoy the fruits of their 

toil and have the necessities of life, so that they may have full 

opportunities of growth. We believe also that if any government 

deprives a people of these rights and oppresses them, the people have 

a further right to alter it or to abolish it. The British Government 

in India has not only deprived the Indian people of their freedom 

but has based itself on the exploitation of the masses, and has 

ruined India economically, politically, culturally, and 

spiritually. We believe, therefore, that India must sever the British 

connection and attain Poorna Swaraj or Complete Independence.’ 
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  Check Your Knowledge - 1 

                        

➢ On the given political outline map of India, locate and label the following with appropriate 

symbols: 

i. Udaipur   iv. Ahmedabad 

ii. Delhi   v. Lahore 

iii. Dandi    

➢ Read the following sentences carefully. Identify the mistakes in it and correct them: 

i. Karamchand decided to leave the job of librarian in the French school because discrimination against the 
Indians was increasing gradually. 

ii. Simon Commission was sent to India by the new Conservative government of Britain. 
iii. Non-violent agitation against Simon Commission was held in Lahore under the leadership of Bhagat Singh. 
iv. Chandra Shekhar Azad and Subash Chandra threw a bomb in the Legislative Assembly. 
v. Annual session of Congress was held in 1929 at Peshawar. 
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Glossary 
Councils  :     group of people elected to govern an area such as a town or  

        a county. 

Mass agitation   :     state when people in huge numbers are being moved with 

        irregular action 

Turmoil  :     state of great noise or confusion 

Statutory  :     decided by law 

Dominion Status  :     a constitutional term used to signify a semi-independent  

        Commonwealth realm; they included Canada, Australia 

        and New Zealand 

Monopoly  :     the control of an industry or service by only one company 

Colonial  :     connected with or belonging to a country that controls  

        another country 

Armoured Vehicle  :     (used about a vehicle) covered with metal to protect it in an 

        attack 

Pact  :     a formal agreement between two or more groups or countries 

Revenue  :     money regularly received by government in form of taxes 

Tenants  :     someone who pays rent to the owner of a room, flat, building 

        or a piece of land to use it 

Radical  :     great / complete changes in something 

Foreign Exchange Ratio  :     price of one currency in terms of another 

Picketed  :     demonstration outside a store, premises to stop people from 

        entering into it 

Economic Depression  :     sustained long term decrease in economic activity in one or 

        more economies 
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Timeline 

1926                                            Beginning of the fall in agricultural prices 

1927                      Tory government in Britain constituted the Statutory Commission 

1927  Federation of the Indian Chamber of Commerce and Industries 

  (FICCI) established 

1928                 Anti- Simon agitation 

1928  Hindustan Socialist Republican Army (HSRA) established 

April 1929  Bhagat Singh and Batukeshwar Dutt threw a bomb in the  Legislative Assembly 

October 1929   Vague offer of Dominion Status by Viceroy Irwin and the announce-      

  ment of the Round Table Conference to discuss the future constitution 

December 1929      Congress session at Lahore. Poorna Swaraj declaration. 26 January  

  1930, to be celebrated as the Poorna Swaraj Day 

January 26, 1930  Independence Day celebrated 

January 31,1930  Gandhiji sent letter to Viceroy Irwin stating eleven demands 

April 6, 1930  Gandhiji broke the salt law at Dandi. Beginning of the  

  Civil Disobedience Movement 

April 1930  Gandhiji arrested. 

1930  Strike by railway workers and mine workers in Chotanagpur 

1930  Ambedkar established the Depressed Classes Association 

March 5, 1931  Gandhi-Irwin Pact 

March 1931  Gandhiji ends Civil Disobedience Movement 

December 1931  Gandhiji went to London to participate in the second Round Table  

  Conference 

1932  Civil Disobedience relaunched 

1932  Dockworkers strike 

1934                            Civil Disobedience lost its momentum 
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CHECK YOUR KNOWLEDGE-2 

I. Match the following: 

i. Poorna Swaraj a. 1931 

ii. Civil Disobedience Movement    b. 1928 

iii. Gandhi – Irwin Pact c. To refuse cooperation                                            

iv. Non-Cooperation Movement d. Lahore Session 

v. Statutory Commission e. To break colonial laws 

II. Multiple Choice Questions 

1. What did the Rowlatt Act 1919 presume? 

a. Forced recruitment in the army   

b. Forced manual labour  

c. Equal pay for equal work  

d. Detention of political prisoners without trial 

 

2. What did the term ‘picket’ refer to? 

a. Steal from Shops 

b. Boycott of clothes and goods 

c. Import of goods  

d. Protest by blocking entry in the shops 

 

3. What was the main problem with the Simon Commission? 

a. It was setup in response to the Nationalist Movement  

b. It was formed in Britain 

c. It was an all British members commission 

d. All of these  

 

4. Where was Gandhiji’s Ashram located in Gujarat? 

a. Sabarmati  b. Surat 

c. Dandi  d. Gandhinagar 

 

5. Name the leaders who founded Swaraj Party? 

a. C.R. Das and Motilal Nehru  

b. C.R. Das and Jawaharlal Nehru 

c. Lala Lajpat Rai and BR Ambedkar 

d. Rajagopalachari and Jawaharlal Nehru  

 

III. Fill in the blanks: 

 

1. The Second Round Table was conducted at ………in December 1931. 

 

2. The ………. Party was formed within the Congress to take part in the Council 

Elections in 1923. 

 

Delhi Public School, Jaipur 61|Page



 

  
 

3. …………. an eminent leader, led the Civil Disobedience movement in 

Peshawar. 

 

4. At the Lahore Session of 1929, the demand for Poorna Swaraj was formalised 

and it was declared that the Independence Day would be celebrated on 

………….. . 

5.The FICCI led by prominent industrialists like P. Thakurdas and …………. 

attacked colonial control over the Indian Economy and supported the Civil 

Disobedience Movement. 

CHECK YOUR KNOWLEDGE-3 

            1                  

                              

           2                   

                              

                              

         3         4            

                              

       5       6                

                              

              7                

                              

         8                     

                              

                              

                              

                              

                              

                              

                              

                              

 

Across 
2. A rich peasant community of Gujarat 
 
3. The name given by Gandhiji to the 
untouchables 
 
 
5. The head of the statutory commission 
sent to India 
 
7. Viceroy of British India in 1930 
 
8. The type of labour that the villagers were 
forced to contribute without any payment by 
the Britishers  

Down 
 
1. The place at which non-cooperation 
movement was called off 
 
4. The place where they broke the salt       
law 
 
6. The method used by Gandhi ji to unite 
the nation. 

   Dandi       Chauri Chaura       Patidars       Sir John Simon       Lord Irwin       Begar       

Harijan       Salt     
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Answers 

Answers – Check your knowledge 1 

a 

Correct the sentences 

i. Karamchand decided to leave the job of librarian in the British school because 

discrimination against Indians was increasing gradually. 

ii. Simon Commission was sent to India by the new Tory government of Britain. 

iii. Non-violent agitation against Simon Commission was held in Lahore under the  

leadership of Lala Lajpat Rai. 

iv. Bhagat Singh and Batukeshwar Dutt threw a bomb in the Legislative Assembly. 

v. Annual session of Congress was held in 1929 at Lahore. 

Answers-Check your knowledge 2 

I. 1-d, ii-e, iii-a, iv-c, v-b  

Multiple Choice Questions 

1-d;  2-d;  3-c;  4-a;  5-a 

III. Fill In The Blanks: 

 

1. London; 2.  Swaraj; 3. Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan  4. 26 January 1930;    5. G.D Birla 

Answers  - Check your knowledge 3 

Across-  

2- Patidars  3-Harijan 5-Sir John Simon 7- Lord Irwin  8-Begar 

Down 

1-Chauri Chaura  4-Dandi  6-Salt 
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Disclaimer 

This Graphic Novel is a supportive reading and learning material 

created by Delhi Public School Jaipur, to enable students to have a 

deeper and better understanding of the course content based on the 

lesson Civil Disobedience Movement of the NCERT book for Class X. 

 

This publication is meant as a source of valuable information for the 

reader, however it is not meant as a substitute for direct expert 

assistance. If such level of assistance is required, the services of a 

competent professional should be sought. 
 

The story has not been duplicated or plagiarized. The illustrations are 

an original work of the Art Teacher and ensure originality. This is a 

work of fiction. Unless otherwise indicated, all the names, characters, 

businesses, places, events and incidents in this book are either the 

product of the script writer’s imagination or used in a fictitious manner. 

Any resemblance to actual persons, living or dead, or actual events is 

purely coincidental. The use of this book implies your acceptance of 

this disclaimer. 



 

  
 

Principal’s Desk 
The National Education Policy 2020, Central Board of Secondary 

Education plays a significant role in bringing about the much-required 

changes in the present education system. It helps to strengthen and 

develop the Life Skills, along with the Vocational Skills in students and 

teachers to build a firm foundation for the 21st century India. NEP 2020 

has given a mantra of joyful and experiential learning by integrating 

visual and performing arts into academics.   

Every project has a birth history and here I take pleasure to share the 

conceptualization of the ‘Graphic Novel’ project. It all started in 2019 

when I and Mr Sandeep Sethi visited Ms. Anita Karwal, Secretary, 

Department of School Education and Literacy, Ministry of Education (Chairman CBSE, Delhi at that time) 

to present a book named ‘Khichdi’ to her. 

Mr. Sandeep Sethi had conceived an ingenious idea of simplifying the complex concepts in an interesting 

manner by integrating arts and making it an experiential learning pedagogy and shared it with me for giving 

it a shape wherefore I started the compilation of the book ‘Khichdi’. 

Ms. Anita Karwal found ‘Khichdi’ to be very informative, engaging and child centric way of teaching. She 

coined a term, ‘Comic Cast’, pedagogy similar to Podcast, to be used to enthuse joyful learning among 

children. Ms Anita Karwal got it included as a supportive teaching aid for the Food and Nutrition course with 

QR code immediately and thus, her enthusiasm and support excited us to embark on our new journey of 

creating Graphic Novels at large scale. 

To inspire and embolden the educators, Ms. Anita Karwal, Secretary Education MOE and         Mr. Manoj 

Ahuja, IAS, Chairman, CBSE, Delhi willingly joined the WhatsApp group comprising fifty schools from 

different states of India to create different inter disciplinary projects of Graphic Novels. 

I thank Ms. Anita Karwal for her vision which turned this project into a reality. She appreciated and 

recognized the diligent efforts of all the participating schools. Her hand holding at each step to direct, improve 

and enhance our work to make the Graphic Novels more fruitful and enriching, took the projects to greater 

heights and enabled them worthy to be uploaded on the Diksha portal to facilitate learning far and wide. This 

will set an example for all the other schools to think out of the box and use innovative strategies to integrate 

art and make learning joyful by demonstrating experiential learning, which is the need of the hour for our 

young children. 

I thank my Mentor Ms. Aditi Misra, Director, Delhi Public School, Jaipur, for her constant support and 

always motivating us to put our best foot forward. Her undaunting spirit towards excellence moves us as a 

school towards performing better than before with each new project. 

We owe our sincere gratitude to Mr. Sandeep Sethi for being a torch bearer and inspiring many schools to work 

collaboratively to bring out the true spirit of education. 

I hope this Graphic Novel will enable our young learners to get a little more of learning.  

Rita P Taneja 

Principal Delhi Public School, Jaipur 
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