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LEARNING OUTCOMES

The Students will be able to
1. THE RISE OF NATIONALISM IN EUROPE
1. Define the concepts such as nationalism_colonialism and democracy.

2. Analyse how the French Revolution influenced European countries in the formation of nation-
states.

3. Describe how impertalism led to World War - 1.

4. Explain how nationalism emerged and led to the formation of nation - states in Europe and
other countries.

ZNATIONALISM ININDIA
Explam various important events m the Indian National Movement.
Analyse the relationship between the print culture and the growth of nationalism in India.

Identify the characteristics of Indian nationalism by learning about the Non-Cooperation
and the Civil Disobedience Movements.

sl

4. Appreciate the efforts made to foster a sense of collective belonging.

3. THEMAKINGOFAGLOBALWORLD

1. Recognise the economic, political cultural and technical transformations that have
revolutionized the world.

Explain the negative effects of colonialism on the livelihoods of colonized people.
Explain the concept of globalization as a historical process and 1ts evolution over time.
Discusse how globalization 1s experienced differently by different social groups.

e T

Assess the impact of Indian mdentured labour and their contribution to global economic
activities.
6. Understand the impact of the Great Depression.

4. THEAGE OF INDUSTRIALIZATION

1. Ewvaluate the economic, political and social characteristics of pre and post Industrialization.
Analyse how industrialization impacted colonies by taking the example of India.
Familiarize with the Proto-Industrial phase and Early — Factory system.

Analyze both the positive outcomes and negative impacts of Industrialization.

Assess how colonial policies affected traditional industries and artisans in India.

=1

PRINT CULTUREAND THE MODEREN WORLD:
Describe the evolution of print from its origin in India.

5
1.
2. Interprets the revolution occurred in society with the invention of print machine.
3. Compare the ancient tradition of manuscripts with print technology.

4.

Explain how print culture became a key tool mn spreading 1deas of liberty, democracy. and
nationalism.
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The Rise of Nationalism in Europe
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Freédéric Sorrieu, 1848.

Fig. 1 — The Drearn of Worldwide Democratic and Social Republics — The Pact Between Mations, a print prepared by

In 1848, Frédénc Somneu, a French artist, prepared a semes of four
ponts visuabsing hiz dream of a world made up of “‘democeratic
and socizl Repubhes’, as he called them. The first prmnt (Fig. 1) of the
senes, shows the peoples of Europe and Amenca —men and women
of all ages and social classes —marching i a long tram and offenng
homage to the statue of Liberty as they pass by it. As vou would
recall, arfists of the time of the French Revolution perzonified Liberty
az a female figure —here vou can recogrmse the torch of Enlightenment
she bears 1n one hand and the Charter of the Rights of Man n the
other On the earth in the foreground of the image e the shattered
remamnsz of the symbol: of absolutist msttutons. In Sorneu’s
utopian vizion, the peoples of the world are grouped as distinet
naticns, identified through ther flags and natonsl costume Leading
the procession, way past the statue of Liberty, are the United States
and Switzedand, which by this time were already nation-states. France,

New words

Absolutist — Taterally a scovernment or
system of rule that has no restraints on
the power exercised. In history, the term
refers to a form of monarchical
government that was centralized,
militanzed and represame

Utopian — A wision of a society thatiz so

sdeal that it is unhkely to actoally exist

Activity

In what way do you think this print (Fig. 1)
depicts 3 utopian vision?
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:dentifiable by the revolutionary tneolour, has just reached the statue.
She 1= followed by the peoples of Germany, beanng the black, red
and gold flag. Interestingly, at the ttme when Sorneun created thas
wmage_the German peoples did not vet emst as a umited nation — the
flag they carry 15 an expression of hberal hopes i 1848 to unify the
numerous German-speakng prncipakities mto a nation-state under
a democratic constitution. Following the German peoples are the
peoples of Austna, the Kingdom of the Two Sicihies, Lombardy,
Poland, England, Ireland, Hungary and Russia. From the heavens
above, Chrst, saints and angels gaze upon the scene. Thev have
been used by the artist to symbohse fratermity among the nations of
the world.

Thas chapter wall deal with many of the 12sues mizuaksed by Sommeun
in Fig. 1. During the nineteenth century, nationalism emerged as a
force which brought about sweepmg changes n the political and
mental world of Europe. The end result of these changes was the
emergence of the saffor-riafe in place of the multi-national dynastic
empires of Europe. The concept and practices of a modern state in
winch a centralized power exercised sovereipn control overa cleardy
defined ternitory, had been developing over 2 long pesod of time
in BEurope. But a waffon-s#2% was one i which the majonty of 1ts
aitizens, and not only its rulers, came to develop a sense of common
identity and shared history or descent. This commonness did not
exist from time immemonal; it was forged through strugeles, through
the actions of leaders and the common people. This chapter will
lock at the diverse processes through which nation-states and
nationabizm came mto bemng in nineteenth-century Europe.

Source A

Ernst Renan, "What is a Nation?"

In a lecture delivered at the University of
Sorbonne in 1882, the French philosopher Ernst
Renan (1823-92) outlined his understanding of
what makes a mation. The lecture was
subseqguently published as a famous essay entitled
‘Qu'est-ce gu'une nation?” (What is a Nation?').
In this essay Renan criticises the notion suggested
by others that 3 nation s formed by a common
language, race, religion, or termtorny:

A nation is the culmination of 3 long past of
endeavours, sacrifice and devotion. A heroic past,
great men, glory, that is the social capital upon
which one bases 3 national idea. To have
common glories in the past, to have a common
will in the present, to have performed great deeds
together, to wish to perform still more, these
are the essential conditions of being 3 people, &
nation s therefore a large-scale solidanity ... Its
existence is a daily plebiscite .. A province is its
inhabitants: if anyone has the right to be
consulted, it is the inhabitant. & nation never
has any real interest in annexing or holding on to
a country against its will. The existence of nations
is a good thing, a necessity even. Their existence
is 3 guarantee of liberty, which would be lost if
the world had only one law and only one master’

MNew words

Plebizcate — A direct vote by wiich all the
people ofa remon are asked to accept or reject
4 proposal

‘Summarise the afiributes of a nafion, as Renan
understands them. Why, in his view, are nations
important?
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The first clear expression of nationabsm came with
the French Revolubion m 1789 France, a: you
would remember, was 2 full-fledged terntonal state
m 1739 under the mle of an absolute monarch.
The political and constitutional changes that came
m the wake of the French Revolution led to the
tranzfer of soveraignty from the monarchy to a
body of French aitizens. The revolution proclamed
that it was the people who would henceforth
constitute the nation and shape 1ts destiny.

From the very beginming, the French revolutonanes
mtroduced vanous measure: and practices that
could create 2 sense of collective identity amongst
the French people. The ideas of /& patme (the
fatherland} and k atgyen (the citizen) emphasized
the notion of 2 united commumity emjoving equal nghts under a
constitution A new French flag, the tricolour, was chosen to replace
the former roval standard. The Estates General was elected by the
body of active citizens and renamed the National Assembly New
hymns were composed, oaths taken and martyrs commemorated,
all in the name of the nation. A centrabised admmistrative system
was put i place and it formulated vmiform laws for all citzens
within its terntory. Internal customs duties and dues were abolished
and 2 uniform system of weights and measure: was adopted.

Regional dialects were discouraged and French, as it was spoken
and watten in Pans_became the common language of the nation.

The revoluotionaries further declared that it was the mission and the
destiny of the French nation to hberate the people: of Europe
trom despotism, in other words to help other pecples of Europe

to become nations.

When the news of the events 1n France reached the different cities
of BEurope, students and other members of educated muddle classes
began setting up Jacobin clubs. Their actiities and campaigns
prepared the wav for the French aromes which moved mto Holland,
Belgium, Swatzerland and much of Italy i the 1790s With the
cutbreak of the revalutionary wars, the French armies began to
carry the idea of nationalism abroad.

The French Revolution and the Idea of the Nation

Fig. 2 — The cover of @ German almanac
designed by the journalist Andreas Rebmann in
1798,

The image of the French Bastille being stormed
by the revolutionary crowd has been placed
next to @ gimifar fortress meant to represent the
bastion of despotic rule in the German province
of Kassel Accompanying the illustration is the
slogan: 'The peopie must seize their own
freedom?" Rebmann lived in the city of Mainz
and was @ member of 8 Gerrman Jacobin group.
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Withmn the wide swathe of terntory that came under lus contrel,
Napoleon sat about mtroducing many of the reforms that he had
already introduced in France. Through a retum to menarchy
Napoleon had, ne doubt, destroved democracy in France butin
the admmstrative field he had meorporated revolutionary poncples
in order to make the whole system more rational and efficient. The
Civil Code of 1804 — usually known as the Napoleonic Code —
did away with all prroileses based on birth, estabhshed equality
before the law and secured the nght to property. This Code was
exported to the regions under French control In the Dutch Republic,
i Switzerland, in Italy and Germany, Napoleon simphfied
admimistratrre divisions, abolished the feudal system and freed
peasants from serfdom and manonal dues. In the towns too, guild
restrictions were removed. Transport and commmunication svstems

were improved. Peasants, artisans, workers and new businessmen

10

Fig. 3 — Europe after the
Congress of Vienna, 1815.
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Fig. 4 — The Planting of Tree of Liberty in Zweibricken, Germany.

The subject of this colour print by the German painter Karl Kaspar Friiz is the occupation of the town of Zweibricken
by the French armies. French soldiers. recognizable by their Blue, white and red uniforms, have been portrayed a3
oppressars as they seize a8 peasant’s cart {leftl, harass some young women fcentre foreground) and force a peasant
down fo his knees. The plaque being aiffixed to the Tree of Liberty carries a German inscription which in transiation
reads. ‘“Take freedom and equality from us, the model of humanity.” Thiz is g sarcasitic reference o the claim of the
French as being liberators who opposed monarchy in the terrftories they entered.

enjoved a new-found freedom. Busmessmen and small-scale
producers of goods, i particular, began to reahze that umiform
lawes, standardised weights and measures, and a common national
currency would facilitate the movement and exchange of poods

and capital from one regon to another.

However, i the areas conquered, the reactions of the local
populations to French rule were rmused. Trutvally, in many places such
as Holland and Switzerand aswell as in certam cities like Broszels,
MMamnz, Milan and Warsaw, the French armes were welcomed az
harhimeers of bbertw: But the itibal enthusiasm soon tumed to hostihty,
as 1t became clear that the new admmistrative arrancements did not
o hand in hand with political freedom Increased taxation,
censorship, forced conscoption mnto the French armmes required to
conqguer the rest of Burope, all seemed to outwreigh the adrantages
of the admimstrative changes

12

Fig. 5 — The courier of Rhineland loses all thar
he has on his way home from Leipzig.

Napolean here is represented as a posiman on
hiz way back to France after he lost the batile of
Leipzig in 1813, Each letter dropping out of his
bag bears the names of the territories he fost.
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The Making of Nationalism in Europe

If voulock at the map of mid-eighteenth-centurr Europe vou will
find that there were no “nation-states’ as we know them today.

What we know today as Germany, Italy and Swntzerland were
drrided nto kingdoms. duchies and cantons whose mlers had their
autonomous terotones. Eastern and Central Burope were under
autocratic monarchies within the terntopes of which lived diverse
peoples. Ther did not see themselves as shanng a collectrve identity
or a commeon culture. Often, they even spoke different languages

and belonged to different ethnic groups. The Habsbure Empire
that ruled over Austna-Hungary, for example, was a patchworkof | qaus
many different regrons and peoples. It included the Alpine regions voll
— the Trrol, Austna and the Sudetenland — a3 well as Bohenma,
where the anstocracy was predominantly (zerman-speaking Ttalso
included the Italian-speaking provinces of Lombardy and Venetia.
In Hungary, half of the population spoke Magyar whale the other -

half spoke a variety of dialects. In Gahcia, the anistocracy spoke i?ﬁﬂ'll ific ;mﬁ, (#M _
Polish. Besides these three dominant groups, there also lived within -
the boundares of the empire, a mass of subject peasant peoples —
Bohermans and Slovaks to the north, Slovenes 1 Carniola, Croats
to the south, and Roumans to the east in Transvlvania. Such
difference: did not easily promote a sense of pohkbical unity. The

1866-1871
DA thor S Cemin,

only tie binding these diverse groups together was a common

allegzance to the emperor

How did nationabzm and the idea of the nation-state emerge?

2.1 The Aristocracy and the New Middle Class momes

Socially and politically, a landed anstocracy was the dommant class
on the continent The members of this class were united br 2
common wav of kfe that cut across regional divisions. They owned
estates in the countryside and also town-houses. They spoke French
for purposes of diplomacy and m agh society, Their fanubes were
often connected by ties of marrage This powerful aristocracrwas,
however, numerically a small group. The majonity of the population
was made up of the peasantry. To the west, the bulk of the land
was farmed by tenants and small owners, while m Bastern and
Central Furope the pattern of landholding was characterized by
vast estates which were cultivated by serfs.
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InWestern and parts of Central Europe the growth of industnal
production and trade meant the growth of towns and the emerpence
of commercial clazses whose existence was baszed on production
tor the market Industnializsation began in England in the second
half of the exghteenth century, butin France and parts of the German
states 1t occurred only dunng the nineteenth century. In its wake,
new social groups came into bemng: a working-class population; and
rmddle clazses made up of mdustnahsts businessmen professonals.
I Central and Eastern Furope these proups were smaller m number
till late mineteenth century. It was among the educated, kberal rnddle
claszes that ideas of national vty following the abolition of

anstocratic povileges gamed populanty

2.2 What did Liberal Nationalism Stand for? s

Ideas of national unmity m earh-nneteenth-century Burope were closely
allied to the ideclogy of Lberalism The term ‘hiberalism’ derives
from the Latin root kber, meaning free_For the new rmuddle classes
bberahsm stood for freedom for the indrnidual and equality of all
before the law: Politically, it emphasized the concept of government
by consent. Since the French Revolution liberalism had stoed for
the end of autocracy and clerical prrileges, a constitution and
representative govermnment through parkament Nmeteenth-century
hberals also stressed the mviclabiity of prvate propertn

Yet, equality before the law did not necessanly stand for unmersal
suffrage You will recall that in revolutionacy France, which marked
the first polibical expenment m hberal democracy, the nght to vote
and to get elected was granted exclusmrely to property-owning men.
Alen without property and all women were exchided from political
nghts. Only for a brief pencd under the Jacobms did all adult males
emjoy suffrage. However, the Napoleonic Code went back to hrmted
suffrage and reduced women to the status of a ninor, subject to
the authonty of fathers and husbands. Throughout the nineteenth

and early twenteth centuries women and non-propertied men
organized opposition movements demanding equal political nehts.
In the economc sphere, hberabsm stood for the freedom of markets

and the abohtion of state-smposzed restrictions on the movement
of soods and capital Dunng the nineteenth century this was a strong
demand of the emerping ruddle classes. Let us take the ezample of
the German-speaking regions mn the first half of the nineteenth
centurv. Napoleon's admimistrative measures had created out of

16

New words

Suffrage — The right to vote
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countless zmall principalities a confederation of 39 states. Each of
these possessed its own currency, and weights and measuges. A
merchant travelling in 1833 from Hambure to Nuremberg to sell
his goods would have had to pass theough 11 customs barriers and
pav a customs duty of about 5 per cent at each one of them  Duties
were often levied accordmg to the weight or measurement of the
goods. As each region had its own system of weights and measures,
thiz mvolved time-consuming calculation. The measure of cloth,
for example, was the ¢l which i each region stood fora different
lensth. An el of teztile matenial bought in Frankfurt would get vou
347 em of cloth, in Mamnz 33.1 em, m Nuremberg 63.6 cm, 1n

Frethurg 333 e

Such conditions were viewed as obstacles to economic exchange
and growth by the new commercial classes, who argued for the
creation of a unified economic terntory allowing the unhindered
movement of poods, people and capital In 1834, a customs umon
of goilversin was formed at the imtatrre of Pross:a and jomed by
most of the German statez. The union abokished tanff barrers and
reduced the number of currencies from over thurty to two. The
creation of a network of rabways further stimulated mobility,
harnessing ecomonue interests to national umbication. A wave of
econommc nationahsm strengthened the wider nationakst sentiments
prowng at the time.

2.3 A New Conservatism after 1815 s

Following the defeat of Napoleon i 1813, European governments
were driven by a spirit of conservatism. Conzervatives believed
that established, traditional mstitutions of state and society — ke the
monarchy, the Church, socal lserarchies, property and the farmly —
should be prezerved. Most conservatives, however, did not propose
a return to the society of pre-revolutionary days. Rather, they reahsad,
trom the changes imitiated by Napoleon, that modernisation could
m fact strengthen tradibonal mnstitutions hke the meonarchy: It could
make state power more effective and strong. A modern army, an
efficient bureaucracy, a drnamic economy, the abokltion of feudabism
and serfdom could strengthen the autocratic monarchies of Europe.

In 1813, representatives of the Buropean powers — Batan Russia,
Prossia and Avstaa —who had collectively defeated Mapcleon, met
at Vienna to deaw up a settlement for Europe. The Congress was
hosted by the Austrian Chancellor Duke Mettermich. The delegates

15

Source B

Economists began to think in terms of the national
economy. They talked of how the nation could
develop and what economic measures could help
forge this nation together.

Friedrich List, Professor of Economics at the
University of Tibingen in Germany, wrote in 1834:

"The aim of the zollverein is to bind the Germans
economically into 2 nation. It will strengthen the
nation materially as much by protecting its
interests externally as by stimulating its internal
productivity. It ought to awaken and raise
national sentiment through 2 fusion of individual
and provincial interests. The German people have
realised that a free economic system is the only
means to engender national feeling.”

Describe the political ends that List hopes to
achieve through economic measures.

MNew words

Conservatism — A political philosophy that
strezsed the impostance of tradition. established
institutions and customs, and preferred gradual
development to quick change
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drew up the Treaty of Vienna of 1815 with the object of undoing
most of the changes that had come about in Furope during the
Napoleonic wars. The Bourbon dwnasty, which had been deposzed
during the French Revolution, was restored to power, and France
lost the terntories ithad annezed under Napoleon A series of states
were set up on the boundanes of France to prevent French expansion
in futuce. Thus the kingdom of the Netherdands, which included
Belgmm, was set up i the north and Genoa was added to Piedmont
i the south. Prussa was grven mmportant new terntories on its western

trontiers, while Austria was grren contrel of northern Italy But the
German confederation of 39 states that had been set up by Napoleon Plot on 3 map of Europe the changes drawn
waz left untouched. In the east, Russia was given part of Poland up by the Vienna Congress.

while Prussia was given a portion of Sazony. The main intention

was to restore the monarchies that had been overthrown by

Napoleon, and create a new conservative order in Europe.

Conservative regumes set up m 1813 were autocratic. Ther did not

tolerate enticizm and dissent, and zought to curb actimties that ==
Discuss

wmpozed censorship laws to control what was said in newspapers,  \Nhat is the caricaturist rying to depict?

books, plavs and :ones and reflected the ideas of berty and freedom

questioned the lestimacy of autocratic povernments. Most of them

AR

A1

| Fig. 6 — The Club of Thinkers, anonymous caricature dating te c. 1820,

| The plague on the left bears the inscription. “The most important guestion of foday s meeting: How
long will thinking be alfowed o us?’

| The board on the right lists the rules of the Club which include the following:

i “{. Silence is the first commandment of this learned society.

| 2. To avoid the eventuality whereby a member of thizs club may succumb to the tempitation of
|r speech, muzzles will be disiributed to members upon entering.”
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aszociated with the French Revolution. The memoery of the French
Revolution nonetheless contimed to mspire hberals One of themajor
1zzues taken up br the hberal-nationahsts, who caticised the new

conservative order, was freedom of the press.

2.4 The Revolutionaries s

Durmg the vears following 1813, the fear of repression drove many
Eberal-nationahsts underground. Secret societies sprang up i many
European states to train revolutionanes and spread theirideas To
be revolutionary at thiz time meant a commitment to oppose
monarchical forms that had been established after the Vienna
Congress, and to fight for hiberty and freedom. Most of these
revolutionanes also saw the creation of nation-states 23 a necessary

part of this struggle for freedom.

One such mdrmidualwas the Itaban revolutonary Gruseppe Mazzm.
Bom m Genoa n 1807 he became a member of the secret society
of the Carbonan. Asa voung man of 24, he was zentinto exile in
1831 forattemptmg a revolution m Lisuna. He subsequently founded
two more underground societies, first, Young Italy i Marseslles,
and then Young Burope in Berne, whose members were hke-minded
voung men from Poland, France, Italy and the GGerman states.
Mazzim believed that God had intended nations to be the natural
units of manknd. So Italy could not continue to be a patchwork of
small states and kmpdoms. It had to be forged mto a sinple urnfred
republic within 3 wider alhance of natons. This umfication alone
could be the basiz of Italian hberty. Followng his model, secret
societies were set up m (Germany, France, Switzerand and Poland.
Mazzinis relentless opposition to monarchy and his wizion of
democratic republics frichtened the conzervatimes. Metternich

descnibed him as ‘the most dangerous enemy of cur social order’.

22
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Fig. 7 — Giuseppe Mazzini and the founding of
Young Europe in Berne 1833.
Print by Giacomo Mantegazza.
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The Age of Revolutions: 1830-1848

As conservatwe regrmes tried to consoldate their power, hberalism
and nationalism came to be mereasmely associated with revolution
n many regions of Europe such az the Ttalan and German states,
the provinces of the Ottoman Empire, Ireland and Poland These
revolutions were led by the liberal-nationalist: belonging to the
educated middle-clasz elite, among whom were professors, schocl-

teachers, clecks and members of the commercial nuddle claszes

The first upheaval took place in France in July 1830. The Bourbon
kings who had been restored to power dunng the conservatme
reaction after 1815, were now overthrown by hberal revolutionanes
who mstalled a constitutional monarchy with Louas Phibippe at ats
head “When France sneezes’ Metternich once remarked “the rest of
Europe catches cold” The July Revolution sparked an upnsing n
Eruszels which led to Belomum breaking awar from the Umnited
Kingdom of the Netherlands.

An event that mohilised nationalhist feelings among the educated elite
across Europe was the Greek war of mdependence. Greece had
been part of the Ottoman Empire since the fifteenth century. The
growth of revolutonary nationahsm m Burope sparked off a strugple
for independence amongst the Greeks which began in 1821
Nationahsts i Greece got support from other Greeks Iiving in exile
and also from many West Europeans who had sympathies for ancient
Greek culture. Poets and artists landed Greece az the cradle of
Buropean crmhisation and mobihsed public opinion to support its
strugele aganst a Mushm empire. The Enghsh poet Lord Brron
orgamized funds and later went to fight i the war, where he died of
fever in 1824. Finally, the Treaty of Constantinople of 1832
recogrused Greece az an ndependent nation

3.1 The Romantic Imagination and National Feeling ws

The development of nationalism did not come about only through
wars and terntorial expansion. Culture plaved an important role in
creating the :dea of the nation: art and poetry, stones and music
helped express and shape nationahst feelngs.

Letus lock at Romanticism, a cultural movement which sought to
develop a particular form of nationalist senttment. Romantic artists
and poets generally criticised the plorification of reazon and science

24
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Fg. 8 — The Massacre at Ghios, Eugene Delacroix, 1824.

The French painter Delacroix was one of the mast important French Romantic
painters. This huge painting [&4.19m x 3.54m) depicts an incident in which
20,000 Greeks were sa3id to have been killed by Turks on the isfand of Chios. By
dramatizing the incident, focusing on the suffering of women and children. and
usimg vivid colours, Delacroix sought o appeal to the emotions af the speciators.,
arnd create sympathy for the Greeks.

and focuszed mstead on emotions, intmtion and mystical feehngs.
Their effort was to create a sense of 2 shared collective heritage a

common cultural past, 4= the basis of a nation.

Other Romantics such as the German philozopher Johann Gottined
Herder (1744-1803) clatmed that true German culture was to be
discovered among the common people — dar solé. It was through
folk songs, folk poetry and folk dances that the true spint of the
nation (redksgesrt) was populansed. So collecting and recording these
torms of folk culture was essential to the project of nation-bulding.
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The emphasis on vernacular language and the collection of local

folklore was not just to recover an ancient national spint, but also to
carry the modern nationahst message to larpe audiences who were
mostly illiterate. This was especially so in the case of Poland, whach
had been partitoned at the end of the eighteenth century by the
Great Powers — Russia, Prussa and Austna BEven though Poland no
longer exmssted as an independent terntory, national feebines were kept
alive through music and language. Karol Kurpmsks, for ezample,
celebrated the national strugele through his operas and muse, turmng
folk dances hike the polonaise and mazurka into nabonahst symbols

Language too played an important role in developing nationahst
sentiments. After Russtan ocoupation, the Polish language was forced
out of schools and the Russian Ianpuage was tmposed everywhere.
In 1831, an armed rebelhion agamst Bussian rule took place which
was ultmatelr crushed. Followng this, many members of the cleroy
in Poland began to use language as a weapon of national resistance.
Polish was used for Church gathenngs and all religous mstruction.
As a result, a larce number of priests and bashops were putinjail or
sent to Siberia by the Russian authonties as pumshment for their
refusal to preach in Russian. The uze of Polishcame tobe seenasa
symbol of the strugole apamst Russian dommance.

3.2 Hunger, Hardship and Popular Revolt s

The 1830s were vears of great economic hardzhip in Burope. The
first half of the nineteenth century saw an enormous increase in
population all over BEurope. In most countnes there were more
seekers of jobs than employment. Population from rural areas
mmerated to the cities to live in overcrowded slums. Small producers
n towns were often faced with :tff competition from mmports of
cheap machine-made goods from England, where mndustrishsation
was more advanced than on the continent. This was especially somn
textile production, which was carried out mamly m homes or small
workshops and was only partly mechanized. In those remons of
Burcpe where the anstocracy still emjoyed power, peasants struggled
under the burden of feudal dues and obligations. The nse of food
prices of a vear of bad harvest led to widespread pauperism in

town and country.

The vear 1848 was one such vear Foed shortapes and widespread
unemployment brought the population of Pans out on the roads.

Barricades were erected and Lows Phibppe was forced to flee. A
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Box 1

The Grimm Brothers: Folktales and
Nation-building

Grimms’ Fairy Tales is a familiarmame. The brothers
Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm were born in the
German city of Hanau in 1785 and 1786
respectively. While both of them studied law,
they soon developed an interest in collecting old
folktales. They spent six yvears travelling from
village to village, talking to people and writing
down fairy tales, which were handed down
through the generations. These were popular
both ameng children and adults. In 1812, they
published their first collection of tales.
Subseguently, both the brothers became active
in liberal politics, especially the movement
for freedom of the press. In the meantime they
alse published a 32-volume dictionary of the
German language.

The Grimm brothers also saw French domination
as a threat to German culture, and believed that
the folktales they had collactad were expressions
of 2 pure and authentic German spirit. They
considered their projects of collecting folktales
and developing the German language as part of
the wider effort to oppose French domination
and create a German national identity.

Discuss the importance of language and
popular traditions in the creation of national
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| Fig. 8 — Peasants’ uprising, 1848.

National Assembly proclaimed a Republc, granted suffrage to all
adult males above 21, and guaranteed the nght to work National

workshops to provide emplovment were set up.

Earher 1 1843, weavers in Sileziahad led 2 revolt aganst contractors
who supplied them raw matenal and gave them orders for finshed
textiles but drastically reduced their pavments. The journahzt Wilhelm
Woltf descobed the events in a Sidesian wllage as follows:

In these villages (with 18,000 mhabitants) cotton weavmg 1s the
most widespread occupation .. The muzerv of the workers 1=
extreme. The desperate need for jobs has been taken advantage
of by the contractors to reduce the prices of the goods they

order ..

On 4 June at 2 pm. a large crowd of weavers emerged from
their homes and marched mn pairs up to the mansion of their
contractor demanding higher wages. They weze treated with
scorn and threats alternately. Following this, a group of them
torced their warv into the house, smashed itz elegant window-
panes, furmiture, porcelan ... another group broke into the
storehouse and plindered 1t of supplies of cloth which they
tore to shreds ... The contractor fled with his famuly to a
neighbounng wllage which, however, refused to shelter sucha
perzon He retumed 24 hours later having requesitioned the army.
In the exchange that followed, eleven weavers were shot

30

Describe the cause of the Silesian weavers'
uprising. Comment on the viewpoint of the
Journalist.

Imagine you are a weaver who saw the events
“as they unfoided. Write a report on what you saw.
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3.3 1848: The Revolution of the Liberals e

Parallel to the revolts of the poor, unemployed and starving peasants
and workers m many European countries in the vear 1848, a revolution
led by the educated ruddle clazses was under way. Events of Pebruary
1848 1n France had brought about the abdication of the monarch
and a republic based on universal male suffrage had been proclaimed.
In other parts of Europe where independent nation-states did not
vet exist —such as Germany, Italy, Poland, the Austro-Hunganan
Empuare — men and women of the liberal middle classes combined
their demands for constitutionabism with national unification. They
took advantage of the growmp popular unrest to push thewr
demands for the creation of a nation-state on parliamentary
prnciples — a constitution, freedom of the press and freedom

of association.

In the German regions a larpe number of pobtical associationz whosze
members were nmuddle-class professionals, businessmen and
prosperous arhisans came togetherin the aity of Frankfurt and decided
to vote for an all-German National Assembly On 18 May 1848,
831 elected representatives marched in a festive procession to take
ther places in the Frankfurt parhament convened m the Chusch of
St Paul They drafted a conztitution for a German nation to be
headed by a monarchy subject to a parkament When the deputies
offered the crown on these terms to Foednch Wilhelm IV, King of
Prussia, he rejected it and jomned other monarchs to oppose the
elected assembly. While the oppoution of the anstocracy and srubtary
became stronger, the social baziz of parliament eroded. The
parhament was domunated br the smddle claszes who resssted the
demands of workers and arfisans and consequently lost their support
In the end troops were called i and the assembly was forced
to dizband.

The 1s:3ue of extending pohitical rights to women was a controversial
one withm the bberal movement, in which large numbers of women
had participated actrvely over the vears. Women had formed thesr
own political associations, founded newspapers and taken part in

pohtical meetings and demonstrations. Despite thes they were demed

MNew words

Fermmist — Awvareness of women’s dohts and interests bazed on
the bebef ofthe socil econorme and political equality of the genders
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Source C

How were liberty and equality for women
to be defined?

The liberal politician Carl Welcker, an elected
member of the Frankfurt Parliament, expressed
the following views:

‘Mature has created men and women to carry
out different functions ... Man, the stronger, the
bolder and freer of the two, has been designated
a5 protector of the family, its provider, meant for
public tasks in the domain of law, production,
defence. Woman, the weaker, dependent and
timid, requires the protection of man. Her sphere
is the home, the care of the children, the
nurturing of the family ... Do we require any
further proof that given such differences, equality
between the sexes would only endanger
harmony and destroy the dignity of the family?’

Louise Otto-Peters (1819-95) was a political
activist who founded a3 women's journal and
subsequently a feminist political association. The
first issue of her newspaper (21 April 1849) camied
the following editorial:

‘Let us ask how many men, possessed by
thoughts of living and dying for the sake of Liberty,
would be prepared to fight for the freedom of
the entire people, of all human beings? When
asked this guestion, they would all too easily
respond with a "Yes!”, though their untiring
efforis are intended for the benefit of only one
half of humanity — men. But Liberty is indivisible!
Free men therefore must not tolerate to be
surrounded by the unfree '

An anonymous reader of the same newspaper
sent the following letter to the editor on 25 June
1850:

Tt is indeed ridiculous and unrezsonable to deny
women paolitical rights even though they enjoy
the right to property which they make use
of. They perform functions and assume
responsibilities without however getting the
benefits that accrue to men for the same .. Why
this injustice? Is it not 3 disgrace that even the
stupidest cattle-herder possesses the right
to vote, simply because he is 3 man, whereas
highly talented women owning considerable
property are excluded from this right, even
though they contribute so much to the
maintenance of the state?
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suffrage richts dunng the election of the Assembly When the

Frankfurt parhament convened in the Church of S5t Paul, women

were adnutted only as observers to stand 1 the wisitors” gallery.

Though conservate forces were able to suppress iberal movements
in 1848, they could not restore the old crder Menarchs were
beginring to realise that the cycles of revolution and repression could
only be ended by granting concessions to the hberal-nationahst
revolutionaries. Hence, i the yvears after 1848, the autocratic
monarchies of Central and Eastern Europe began to ntroduce the
changes that had already taken place in Western Europe before 1813,
Thus serfdom and bonded labour were zholished both in the
Habshurg dominions and in Ruzsia. The Habsburp rulers granted

more autonomy to the Hunganans in 1867,

34

Discuss

Compare the positions on the guestion of
women’s rights voiced by the three writers cited
above. \What do they revesl about liberal
ideology?

Mew words

Ideclogy — System of ideas reflecting a
particular social and political wision
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4 The Making of Germany and Italy

4.1 Germany - Can the Army be the Architect of a
Nation?

After 1848, nationalizm m Borope moved away from its assoction
with demoeracy and revolution Nationalist sentrments were often
mohihsed by conservatmes for promoting state power and aclieving
pohtical donmnation over Burope.

"This can be ohserved m the process br which Germany and Ttalr came
to be umbied as nation-states As vou have seen nahonabst feelngs were
widespread among nuddle-class Germans, who in 1848 tned to unste
the different repons of the German confederation mto a nation-state
goverried by an elected parlament This hberal mitative to nation-buddme
was, however, repressed by the combined forces of the monarchy and
the mbitary; supported by the large landowners (called Junkers) of Prossa
From then on, Prussia took on the leadership of
the movement for national vnfication Its chuef
muvuster, Otto von Bismarck was the arclutect of
thi= process camed outwith the help of the Prussian
army and bureancracy. Three wars over seven vears
—wth Avstna, Denmmark and France — ended m
Prussian wictory and completed the process of
unification. In January 1871, the Prussian king,
Willtam I, was proclaimed German Emperor i
aceremmony held at Versailles.

O the batterly cold momme of 18 January 1871,
an assembly comprizing the prnces of the

EEe

German states, representatives of the army,
mmportant Prussian mumisters mcludme the cluet
mumster Otto von Bismarck gathered in the
unheated Hall of Aireors m the Palace of Versailles
to proclaim the new German Empie headed
by Kaser Wilham I of Prussia.
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The naton-bulding process m Germany had

demonstrated the domanance of Prossian state

. Fg. 11 — The proclamation of the German empire in the Hall of
power. The new state placed a strong emphasis Mirrors at Versailles, Anton ven Wemer. At the centre stands the
o ﬂmdeﬂﬁmg the currencr, him_];jﬂ_g_‘ legal Kaizer and the chief commander of the Prussian army, General von
) Roon. Near them is Bismarck. This monumental work (2. 7m x
2.7m) was completed and presented by the artist to Bismarck on

meazures and practices often becarme a model for the fatter’s 70th birthoay in 1885.
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and judicial systems m Germany Prussian

the rest of Germany.
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I Prussts betors 1366
= omﬁwmmnmm

[} Ausirian 2rioies excheded fom Geman
Confegedtion 1667

= mmmumsm
Confedestion, 1557
South Genman elades joining with Prusela ko
= mmarﬂrz.?w
[ Wuon by Pruseld In Franco-Prussia War, 1871

[ Fig. 12 — Unification of Germany [1866-71).

4.2 |ltaly Unified s

Like Germany, Italy toc had a long lustory of pohtical fragmentatiorn.
Italans were scattered over several dynastic states as well as the
multi-national Habsburg Empire. Duning the muiddle of the
nineteenth century, Italy was drvided into seven states, of which
only one, Sardima-Priedmont, was ruled by an Itahan poncely house.
The north was under Austrian Habsburgs, the centre was ruled by
the Pope and the southern region: were under the domination
of the Bourbon kinges of Spain. Even the Itahan language had - R — —

Fig. 13 — Caricature of Ofto von Bismarck i

not acquired one commeon form and still had many regronal and the G rasehistag park . Dy EigaT:
local vantations Vienna, 5 March 1870.

Dunng the 1830s, Giuseppe Mazzin: had sought to put togethera
coherent programme for a unitary Itahan Repubhc. He had also
formed a secret society called Young Italr for the dizssenmmnation of
his goals. The failure of revolutionary upnsings both in 1831 and
1848 meant that the mantle now fell on Sardimia-Piedmont under
its ruler King Victor Emmanuel IT to umfy the Ttahan states through
war In the eyes of the ruling elites of thiz region, 2 unified
Italy offered them the posubility of economic development and
political dominance.
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Chief MNinizster Cavour whe led the movement to umfy the remons
of Italy was neither a revolutionary nor a demoerat. Like many
other wealthy and educated members of the Italan elite, he spoke
French much bettez than he did Italian Through a tactful diplomatic
alhance with France engineered by Cavour, Sardima-Piedmont
succeeded m defeating the Austnan forces n 1859, Apart from regular
troops, alarge number of armed volunteers under the leadership of
Cruseppe Ganbaldi jomed the fray In 1860, they marched mte South
Italy and the Kingdom of the Two Sicilies and succeeded m wining
the support of the local peasants in order to dove out the Spanish
rulers. In 1861 Victor Emmanuel IT was proclammed king of united
Italy. However, much of the Itahan population, amone whom rates
of ilhteracy were very high remained blissfully unaware of hberal-
nationabst ideclogw The peasant masses who had supported Ganbald
i southern Italy had never heard of Ifakiz and beheved that T.g Talks’
was Victor Emmanuel’s wafe!

TNIE

Fig. 14{a} — lalian states before unification, 18538

Look at Fig. 14(a). Do you think that the people.
living in any of these regions thought of
themselves as ltalians?

Examine Fig. 14{b). Which was the first region
last region to join? In which year did the largest

Fig. 14} — ftaly after unification.
The map shows the year in which different
regions (seen in Fig f4(a] become part of 8

unified fialy.

4.3 The Strange Case of Britain s

The model of the nation or the nation-state, some scholars have
arpued, iz Great Botain. In Botan the formation of the nation-state

40
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was not the rezult of a sudden upheaval or revolution. It was the
result of 2 long-drawn-out process. There was no Batish nation
prior to the eighteenth century. The pomary identities of the people
who mhabited the British Izles were ethnic ones —such as English,
Welsh, Scotor Insh. All of these ethnic groups had their own cultural
and pohtical traditions. But as the Enghsh nation steadily prewin
wealth, importance and power, it was able to extend its nfluence
over the other nations of the :slands. The English pathament, whach
had seized power from the monarchy in 1688 at the end of a
protracted confhict, was the mstroment through which a nation-state,
with England at its centre, came to be forged. The Act of Union
(1707) between England and Scotland that resulted in the formation
of the Umited Kinodom of Great Britain® meant. i effect; that
England was able to impose its nfluence on Scotland. The Batizh
parhamentwas henceforth dominated by its Enghzh members The
growth of a British identity meant that Scotland’s distinctive culture
and political institations were systematically suppressed. The Catholic
clanz that inhaketed the Scottish Highlands suffered ternible repression
whenever they attempted to assert their mdependence. The Scottish
Highlanders were forbidden to speak their Gaelic language or
wear their national dress, and larpe numbers were forably daven
out of their homeland.

Lreland suffered a simlar fate It was a country deeply divided
betwreen Catholics and Protestants. The English helped the Protestants
of Ireland to establish their dommance over a laroely Catholie country:
Catholic revolts agamst Botish dorunance were suppressed Aftera
failed revolt led by Wolfe Tone and his United Irishmen (1798,
Ireland was forcibly meorporated into the Unsted Kingdom m 1801.
A new Botish nation” was forged through the propagation of a
dommant English culture. The symbols of the new Britain — the
Brtich flag (Umion Jack), the national anthem (God Save Cur Noble
King). the Enghsh lanouage —were actively promoted and the older
nations survrved only as subordinate partners in this vmon

The arfist has porirayed Garibaldi as holding on to the base of
the boat, so that the King of Sardinia-Piedmont can enter it from
the top. Look at the map of taly once more. \What statement is
this caricature making?

42

Box 2

Giuseppe Garibaldi (1807-82) is perhaps the
most celebrated of Italian freedom fighters. He
came from a family engaged in coastal trade and
was a sailor in the merchant navy. In 1833 he
met Mazzini, joined the Young Italy movement
and participated in a republican uprising in
Piedmont in 1834. The uprising was suppressed
and Garibaldi had to flee to South America, where
he lived in exile till 1348. In 1854, he supported
Victor Emmanuel II in his efforts to unify the
Italian states. In 1860, Garibaldi led the famous
Expedition of the Thousand to South Italy. Fresh
volunteers kept joining through the course of
the campaign, till their numbers grew to about
30,000, They were popularly known as Red
Shirts.

In 1B57, Garibaldi led an army of volunteers to
Rome to fight the last obstade to the unification
of Ttaly, the Papal States where a French garrison
was stationed. The Red Shirts proved to be no
match for the combined French and Papal troops.
It was only in 1870 when, during the war with
Prussia, France withdrew its troops from Rome
that the Papal States were finally joined
to Ttaly.

Fig. 15 — Garibaldi helping King Victor
Emmanuel If of Sardinia-Piedmont to pull on the
boot named “Ttaly”. English caricature of 1855

New words

Ethnic—Relates to a conmon racial, tribal or
cultural eomn or backeround that a comomanity
identifies with or claims
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Visualising the Nation

While it 15 easv enough to represent a ruler through a portrait era
statue, how does one go about giving a face to a nation? Artists in
the eighteenth and nineteenth centunes found a wav out by
personifring a nation In otherwords they reprezented a country as
if 1t were a person. Nations were then portraved as female fipures.
The female form that was chozen to persomfv the nation did not
stand for any particolar woman in real life; rather it sought to give
the abstract idea of the nation a concrete form. That is, the female
figure became an allegory of the nation.

You will recall that dunng the French Revolution artistz used the
female allegory to portray ideas such as Liberty, Justice and the
Repubkc. These ideals were represented through specific objectz or
stmbols. Az you would remember, the attributes of Liberty are the
red cap, or the broken chamn, while Justice is generally a blindfolded
woman carrying a pair of weighing scales.

Srmilar female allegones were mvented by artists in the nineteenth
century to represent the nation In France she was chnstened
Mananne, a popular Christian name, which underhned the idea ofa
people’s naton. Her charactenstics were drawn from those of Liberty
and the Republic — the red cap, the tncolour, the cockade. Statues
of Mananne were erected 1 public squares to remind the public of
the national symbol of umty and to persuade them to identify with

1t Mananne images were marked on coms and stamps.

Similarly, GGermania became the allegory of the German nation. In
visual representations, Germania wears a crown of oak leaves, as

the (German oak stands for heroizm.

New words

Allegory — When an abstract idea (for instance, ereed, envy,
freedom, hberty) 13 expressed through a person ora thing An
allegonical story has two meamngs. one hteral and one symbohc

44

Fig. 16 — Postage stamps of 1850 with the
figure of Marianne representing the Repubfic of
France.

Fig. 17 — Germaria, Phifip Veit, 1848.

The ariist prepared this painting of Germania on a
colton banner. 85 it was meant o hang from the
ceifing of the Church of St Paul where the Frankifurt
parfiament was convened in March 1848,
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Box 3

Meanings of the symbols

Attribute Significance

Broken chains Being freed

Breastplate with =agle Symbaol of the German empire — strength

Crown of oak leaves Heroism

Sword Readiness to fight

Olive branch around the sword Willingness to make peace

Black, red and gold tricolour Flag of the liberal-nationalists in 1848, banned by the Dukes of the
Garman states

Rays of the nsing sun Beginning of a new era

I H 'I' - Fi p
With the help of the chart in Box 3, identify the affributes of Veit's
Germania and interpret the symbolic meaning of the painting:
In an earlier allegorical rendering of 1836, Veit had porirayed the
Kaisers crown at the place where he has now located the
broken chain. Explain the significance of this change.
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Describe what you see in Fig. 18. What historical events could Hibner be
referring fo in this allegorical vision of the nation
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"Fig. 19 — Germania guarding the Rhine.
In 1850, the artist Lorenz Clasen was coniTissioned 1o paint this image. The inscription
an Germania’ s sword reads:; "The German sword grotects the German Rhine. ”

Activity
Look cnce more at Fig. 10, Imagine you were 3 ¢itizen of Frankfurt in March 1848 and were present during the

proceedings of the parliiament. How would you (3) as a man seated in the hall of deputies; and (b} as a woman
pbsenving from the galleries, relate to.the banner of Germania hanging from the ceiling?
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Nationalism and Imperialism

By the last quarter of the mineteenth century nationalizm no longer
retained its idealistic hberal-democratic sentiment of the first half
of the century, butbecame a narrow creed with enited ends. Dunng
this period nationahst groups became increasingly mtolerant of each
other and ever ready to go to war. The major European powers, in
turn, manipulated the nationahst asparations of the subject peoples
in Burope to further their own impenalist atms.

The most senous source of nationahst tension m Europe after 1871
was the area called the Balkanz The Balkans was a region of
geographical and ethnic vanation comprising modern-day Romana,
Bulgana Albama, Greece, Macedonia, Croatia, Bosma-Herzegovma,
Slovenia, Serbia and Montenegro whose ihabitants were broadly
known as the Slavs. A larpe part of the Balkans was under the contral
of the Ottoman Empire. The spread of the ideas of romantic
nationalism in the Balkans together with the disintegration of the
Ottoman BEmpire made this repon very explosive. All through the
nineteenth century the Ottoman Empare had sought to strengthen
itzelf through modernisation and mternal reforms but with very
Little success: One br one, its Buropean subject naticnalities broke
away from its control and declared independence. The Balkan
peoples based their claims for independence or political nghts on
nationality and used history to prove that ther had once been
independent but had subsequently been subjugated by foreign
powers. Hence the rebellious nationalities in the Balkans thought of
thesr strugeles as atternpts towin back their long-lost independence.

As the different Slavic nationalities struggled to define theiridentity
and mdependence, the Balkan area became an area of mtense confhet
The Balkan states were fiercelr jealous of each other and each hoped
to gain more ternitory at the expense of the others Matters were
further complicated because the Balkans also became the scene of
big power ervalry Dusng this period, there wasmtensze rrmaler among
the European powers over trade and colonies as well az naval and
nubtary mught. These ovalnes were very emdent m the way the Balkan
problem unfolded. Each power — Rusza, Germany, Enpland,
Anstro-Hungary —was keen on countermg the hold of other powers
over the Balkans, and extending its own control over the area. This
led to 2 series of wars in the repion and finally the First World War
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Fig. 20 — A map celebrating the British Empire.
At the top. angels are shown carrying the banner of freedom. In the foreground; Britanmnia — the
symbol of the British nation — iz tiumphantly sitting over the globe. The colonies are regresenied
through images of tigers, elephants, forests and primitive people. The domination of the world is
shown a5 the basis of Britzin's national pride.

Nationahsm ahgned with mpenalism led Europe to disasterm 1914,
But meanwhile, many countries in the world which had been
colonised by the Buropean powers in the mineteenth century began
to oppose imperial dommation. The anti-impernial movements that
developed everywhere were nationahst in the sense that they all
strugpled to form mdependent nabion-states, and were mspired by
a sensze of collective national umity, forped mn confrontation with
imperialism. BEuropean ideas of nationalizm were nowhere
rephcated, for people everywhere developed their own specific vanety
of nationalizm But the idea that societies should be orpanizsed mnto

‘nation-states’ came to be accepted az natural and universzal.
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Write in brief

1. White a note on:
a) Guiseppe Mazzini
b) Count Camillo de Cavour
c) The Greek war of independence
d) Frankfurt parliament
e) The role of women in nationalist struggles

2. What steps did the French revolutionaries take to create a sense of collective
identity among the French people?

3. Who were Marianne and Germania? What was the importance of the way in
which they were portrayed?

4 Briefly trace the process of German unification.

5. What changes did Napeleon introduce to make the administrative system more
efficient in the territories ruled by him?

1. Explain what is meant by the 1848 revolution of the liberals. What were the political, social
and economic ideas supported by the liberals?

2. Choose three examples to show the contribution of culture to the growth of nationalism
in Europe.

3. Through a focus on any two countries, explain how nations developed over the nineteenth
century.

4 How was the history of nationalism in Britain unlike the rest of Europe?

5. Why did nationalist tensions emerge in the Balkans?

Find out more about nationalist symbals in countries m_ﬂsideEumpe. For one or two countries,
collect examples of pictures, posters or music that are symbols of nationalism. How are these
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Nationalism in India

As vou have seen, modern nationabism in Furope came to be
assocmted with the formation of nation-states. It also meanta change
in people’s understandmg of who they were, and what defined their
identity and sense of belonging. New svmbols and icons, new songs
and ideas forged new links and redefined the boundares: of
commurmties. In most countnes the making of thiz new national
identity was a long process How did thiz consciousness emerge
in India?

In India and as in many other colomes, the growth of modem
nationahism iz intymately connected to the ant-colomal movement.
People began discovering thewr umity in the process of their strugele
with coloniabzm The sense of being oppressed under colonializm
provided a shared bond that ted many different sroups together
But each clazs and group felt the effects of colomahsm differently,
their expenences were vaned, and their notions of freedom were
not alwavs the same. The Congress under Mahatma Gandhi tned
to forge these groups together within one movement But the umity
did niot emerge without confhct.

In an earher texthock vou have read about the growth of nationabsm
in India up to the first decade of the towentieth centure In thus chapter
we will pick up the story from the 1920: and study the Non-
Cooperation and Crril Dizobedience Morements. We will explore
how the Congress sought to develop the national movement. how

different socal groups participated in the movement, and how

nationahsm captured the imagimation of people.

FAg. 1 - & April 1919,
Mazz= processions on
the sireets became &
commaon feature during
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In the vears after 1919, we see the national movement spreading to
new areas, mcorporating new social groups, and developmne new
modes of strupele How do we understand these developments?
What implications did they have?

Pirst of all, the war created a new economuc and political situation.
Itled to 2 huge merease in defence expenditure which was financed
by warloans and increasmng taxes: customs duties were raised and
mecome tax mtroduced Through the war vears prices mereased —
doubling between 1913 and 1918 — leading to extreme hardship
for the common people. Villages were called upon to supply soldiers,
and the forced recruitment in rural areas caused wadespread anger.
Thenn 1918-19 and 1920-21, crops failed i many parts of India,
resulting 11 acute shortages of food. This was accompanied by an
mfluenza eprdenue. According to the census of 1921, 12 to 13 rulbion
people penshed as a result of fanines and the epadesic.

People hoped that their hardships would end after the war was
over. But that did not happen.

At this stage a new leader appeared and suggested a new mode
of struggle.

1.1 The ldea of Satyagraha

Mahatma Gandh: returned to India i Janmary 1913, As vou know,
he had come from South Africa where he had successfully fought
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The First World War, Khilafat and Non-Cooperation

MNew words

Forced recrmtment— A process by which the
colonial state forced people to jom the army

Fig. 2 — Indian workers in South
Africa march through Volksrusi, 6
November 1913

Mahatma Gandhi was leading the
workers from Newcastle to
Transwvaal When the marchers were
stopped and Gendhiji arrested,
thouzands of more workers joined
the satyagraha sgainst recist laws
that denied rights to non-whites.
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the racist regame with a novel method of masz apitation, which he
called satyagraha. Theidea of satyagraha emphasised the power of
truth and the need to search for truth. Itsugsested thataf the cause
was true, if the strugole was against mpastice, then physical force was
not necessary to hight the oppressor Without seeking vengeance or
bemg agoressrve, a satyvagrahs could win the battle through non-
violence. This could be done by appealing to the conscience of the
oppressor. People —including the oppresszors — had to be persuaded
to see the truth, mstead of being forced to accept truth through the
usze of violence. By this struggle. truth was bound to ultimately
toumph Mahatma Gandhs believed that this dbarms of non-violence
could unite all Indsans.

After arniving in India, Mahatma Gandl succeszfully orpanized
satvagraha movements i vanous places. In 1917 he travelled to
Champaran i Bihar to inspare the peasants to strugole agamst the
oppressive plantation svstem. Thenin 1917, he orgamsed a satvagraha
to support the peasants of the Kheda distnct of Gujarat Affected
by erop falure and a plapue epidenme, the peasants of Kheda could
not payv the revenue, and were demanding that revenue collection be
relazed In 1918, Mahatma Gandh went to Ahmedabad to orgamize
a satvagraha movement amongst cotton mll workers.

1.2 The Rowlatt Act

Emboldened with this success, Gandhip in 1919 decided tolavnch 2
nationwide satyagraha agamst the proposed Rowlatt Act (1919). This
Act had been hurnedly passed through the Impenal Legzlative
Council despite the united opposition of the Indian members It
gave the government encrmous powers to repress political activities,
and allowed detention of pohtical prisoners without trnal for two
vearz. Mahatma Gandhi wanted non-tiolent crvil disobedience agamst
such unjust laws, which would stact with a bartalon 6 Apnl

Rallies were orpanized in vanous cities, workers went on stoke in
rathway workshops, and shops closed down. Alarmed by the popular
upsurge, and scared thatbnes of commumeation such as the ralwavs
and telegraph would be disrupted, the Bntish admmstration decaded
to clamp down on nationahsts. Local leaders were picked up from
Amunitsar, and Mahatma Gandhi was barred from entering Delli
On 10 Apol the police m Amntsar fired vpon a peaceful procession,
provokmy widespread attacks on banks, post offices and rathway
stations. Martial law was imposed and General Diver took command.

&0

Source A

Mahatma Gandhi on Satyagraha

‘It 15 said of “passive resistance” that it is the
weapon of the weak, but the power which is
the subject of this article can be wsed only
by the strong. This power is not passive
resistance; indeed it calls for intense activity. The
movement in South Africa was not passive
but active: ..

' Satyagraha is not physical force. A satyagrafi
does not inflict pain on the adversary; he does
not seek his destruction ... In the use of
satyagraha, there is no ill-will whatever,

' Satyagraha is pure soul-force. Truth is the very
substance of the soul. That is why this force is
called satyagraha. The soul is informed with
knowledge. In it burns the flame of love. __ Non-
violence is the supreme dharma ...

‘Tt is certain that India cannot rival Britain or
Europe in force of arms. The British worship the
war-god and they can all of them become, as
they are becoming, bearers of arms. The
hundreds of millions in India can never carmy arms.
They have made the religion of non-viclence their
own ...

Read the tmﬁcaaeﬁjliy What did Mahatma
Gandhi mean when he said satyagraha is
active resistance?
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On 13 April the infamous Jallianwalla Bagh meident tock place. On
that day a large crowd gathered i the enclozed ground of Jalhanwalla
Bagh. Some came to protest apanst the government’s new represame
measures. Others had come to attend the ansmsal Baizakhi farr Being
from outside the city, many villagers were unaware of the martial
law that had been imposed. Dver entered the area, blocked the ext
points, and opened fire on the crowd, killing hundreds His object,
as he declared later, was to ‘produce a moral effect’, to create in the
minds of satvagrahis a feeling of terror and awe.

As the news of Jalhanwalla Bagh spread. crowds tock to the streets
m many north Indian towns. There were strikes, clashes with the
police and attacks on government buildings. The government
responded with brotal repression, seeling to hunihate and terronze
people: satvagrahiz were forced to rub their nozes on the ground,
crawl on the streets_ and do salaaw (zalute) to all salubs; people were
tlogged and millages (around Gujranwala m Pumab, now in Palastan)
were bombed. Seeing miolence spread, Mahatma Gandhs called off

the movement

While the Rowlatt satyagraha had been a widespread movement, it
was still brmted mostly to aities and towns Mahatma Gandbi now felt
the need to launch a more broad-bazed movement in Indra. Buthe
was certain that no such movement could be orgamsed without
brnping the Hindus and Mushms closer together One way of dome
thas, he felt, was to take up the Klulafat 1ssue. The First World War had
ended with the defeat of Ottoman Turkey. And there were rumours
that a harsh peace treaty was gomng to be impozed on the Ottoman
emperor— the spintual head of the Islamic word (the Khalifa). To
defend the Khalifa’s temporal powers, a Khilafat Committee was
formed i Bombay m March 1919, A voung generation of Mushm
leaders Lke the brothers Muhammad Al and Shaukat Al began
dizcuzsng with Mahatma Gandin shout the possibality of 2 united
mass action on the 1ssue. Gandhig saw this as an opportunity to baing
Mushms vnder the umbrella of a nmufied national movement Atthe
Caleutta session of the Congress in September 1920, he conminced
other leaders of the need to start 2 non-cooperation movement in

support of Khilafat as well as for swara;.

1.3 Why Non-cooperation?

In s famous book Hind Swansf (1909) Mahatma Gandhi declared
that Britizh rule was estabhshed in Ind:ia with the cooperation of

62

Fig. 3 — General Dyer's ‘crawling orders" being
administered by British soldiers, Amritsar,
Punjab, 19719,
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Indians, and had surved enly because of this cooperation. If Indians
refused to cooperate, Botish rule in India would collapse within a

vear, and swara) would come.

How ecould non-cooperation become a movement? Gandhip
proposed that the movement should unfold i stages It should begin
with the surrender of titles that the government awarded, and a
boyeott of cmil :ervices, army, police, courts and legaslatrre couneils,
schools, and foreion goods. Then, in case the government used
repression, a full ermil discbedience campaign would be launched.
Through the summer of 1920 Mahatma Gandhi and Shaukat Ab

toured extensively, mobilising popular support for the movement.

Many withun the Congress were, however, concerned about the
proposals. They were reluctant to boveott the counecil elections
scheduled for November 1920, and they feared that the movement
might lead to popular viclence. In the months between September
and December there was an intenge tussle withan the Congresz Fora
while there seemed no meeting point between the supporters and
the opponents of the movement Finally, at the Congress session at
Nagpur m December 1920, a compromise was worked out and

the Non-Cooperation programme was adopted.

How did the movement unfold? Who participated in 1t? How dad

different social sroups concerve of the idea of Non-Cooperation?

Newwords

Boveott—The refusal to deal and associate with
pecple, or participate i actrmities, orbuy and
use things: nsually 2 form of protest

Fg. 4 — The boycott of foreign
cloth, Jufy 7322

Foreign cloth was seen as the
symbol of Western economic
and cuftural domination.
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Differing Strands within the Movement

The Non-Cooperation-Khilafat Movement began in January 1921
WVanous social groups parhicipated in this movement, each with itz
own specific azparation. All of them responded to the call of Swara),
but the term meant different thines to different people.

2.1 The Movement in the Towns

The movement started with nuddle-class participation in the cities.
Thousands of students left government-controlled schools and
colleges, headmasters and teachers resipned, and lawyers gave up
their legal practices. The council elections were bovcotted i most
provinces ezcept Madras, where the Justice Party, the party of the
non-Brahmanz_ felt that enterng the couneil was one war of gainine
some power —something that usually only Brahmans had access to.

The effects of non-cooperation on the economuc front were more

dramatic. Foreign goods were boveotted, hiquor shops picketed, Heww,

and foreign cloth burat m huge bonfires. The import of forepn Picket— A form of demonstration or protest
cloth halved between 1921 and 1922, its value dropping from by whi{'hPeg.jPlghin{ﬂgthgeﬂtﬁancetu ashop,
B 102 crore to Rz 57 crore. In many places merchants and tradess factory or office

refused to trade m foreion good: or finance foreign trade. As the

boveott movement spread, and people began discardmg imported

clothes and weanng only Indian ones, production of Indian textile

mmlls and handlooms went up.

But thiz movementn the cities gradually slowed down fora vanety
of reasons Fhadi cloth was often more expensmre than mass-
produced mmll cloth and poor people could not afford to buy it
How then could they borcott mill cloth for too longr? Sinmlarly the
boveott of Botish institutions posed a problem For the movement _ : SE e =
to be successful, alternative Indian msttutions had to be set up govemment-controlied school. Design a

zo that they could be used in place of the Butish ones. These were m m SEfON m tuarmwer _
Gandhiji's call to join the Non-Cooperation
Movement

The year is 1921. You are a student ina-

slow to come up. So students and teachers began trickhng
back to government schools and lawvers jomed back work mn

govertiment courts.
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2.2 Rebellion in the Countryside

From the cities, the Non-Cooperation Movement spread to the
countrrside. It drew mtoits fold the strugeles of peasants and tobals
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which were developing in different parts of India in the vears
after the war

In Awadh, peazants were led by Baba Ramchandra —a samasiwho
had earkier been to Fiji az an indentured labourer The movement
here was agamst frlwkdars and landlords who demanded from
peasants exorbitantly high rents and a vanety of other cesses Peasants
had to do begarand work at landlords’ farms wathout any payment.
As tenants they had no security of tenure, being regularly evicted z0
that ther could acquire no right over the leased land The peasant
movement demanded reduction of revenne, aboliton of begar, and
social boveott of oppressive landlords. In many places waf — dboks
bawndbs were organized by panchavats to depove landlords of the
services of even barbers and washermen In June 1920, Jawaharlal
Nehru began poing around the willages in Awadh, talking to the
villagers, and tring to understand their grnievances. By October, the
Oudh Kisan Sabha was set up headed by Jawaharlal Nehm, Baba
Ramchandra and a few others. Within a month, over 300 branches
had been set up m the willages around the region_ 5o when the Non-
Cooperation Movement began the following vear, the effort of the
Conpress was to integrate the Awadh peasant strugple mto the wider
struggle. The peaszant movement, however, developed in forms that
the Congress leadership was unhapprwith. As the movement spread
mn 1921, the houses of fafvkdary and merchants were attacked,
bazaars were looted, and gramn hoard: were taken over. In many
places local leaders told peasants that Gandiup had declared that
no taxes were to be paid and land was to be redistributed among
the poor The name of the AMahatma was being invoked to sanction
all action and aspirations.

Source B

New words

quur— Labour that villagers were forced to
contonbute wathout any pavment

If you were 3 peasant in Uttar Pradesh in 1920,
how would you have responded to Gandhiji's
call for Swaraj? Give reasons for your response.

In 1928, vallabhbhai Patel led the peasant
movement in Bardoli, 2 taluka in Gujarat, against
enhancament of land revenue. Known as the
Bardoli Satyagraha, this movement was 2 success
under the able leadership of Vallabhbhai Patel,
The struggle was widely publicised and
generated immense sympathy in many parfs
of India,

On & January 1921, the police in United Provinces fired at peasants near Rae Bareli, Jawaharlal Mehru wanted to go to
the place of firing, but was stopped by the police. Agitated and angry, Nehru addressed the peasants who gathered

around him. This is how he later described the meeting:

"They behaved as brave men, calm and unruffled in the face of danger. I do not know how they felt but I know what
my feelings were. For 2 moment my blood was up, non-violence was almost forgoften — but for 2 moment only. The
thought of the great leader, who by God's goodness has been sent to lead us to victory, came to me, and I saw the
kisans seated and standing near me, less excited, more peaceful than T was — and the moment of weakness passed, 1
spoke to them in all humility on non-violence — I needed the lesson more than they — and they heeded me and

peacefully dispersed.’
Quoted in Sarvapalli Gopal, Jawaharlal Nehru: A Biography, Vol. 1.

G5



of58 Joder IDG Frosred Ddw, sbown SFotre
S36° BeoniSod.

s3556°0 Do, fdod® i i seahtire 28 S&S
ek erer Crandol ardiEdio Siroort. s5E aiio wdihE
ey, D96, dere Biges Sdren - sromoet, et
ShEt5ore sbRob. grarEue Srered® Jtndiod 3Dode: BHom
38eorle Soidied B0h. Foxrderr 068 Fenth By
So0R Jtnod g5 aolnsri. T 50 grarp JenSod
SPEpE BOEN0HD0G SEEIE 68 SFohoTart Tes SHoHN,
Etﬂ el {5{'5] ﬁtﬁm E}ﬁt}ééf E:i]‘-‘;"“ﬂﬁmﬁn _“ESJ%E EJET"&@:SEB
;ﬁmw:}g ) éairaioo Aol ok, meer Hleed® grairainah
ToED — FoofD Sen o wodiSor Sooronbe: on - 6% 2ob
Atffromron. 1920 2=568° wSibod [ esh iy B%e
&% (rEreet BHEKE (FSiges® SRps 0 SEReH oo
TEBrrRE |Sabe oot efnd) 88 elirbod JTw, e
oeindioll) hOSodinod adtha mdi}éé:pﬁs em3h 830 Hefi
QT Deedh, & (Froews diEe (rSred’ af Sod® 300
TEpen AUTbdirron. tkrd Hoddted® Hifah DurEtE 0
SroonpsE S5 DEe etErY FH0H doESE 0SS
oiEogrRol afErny Mg dared wofS (Habiolob.
©ond £ D atfEo 30 Dorr DEboshod® oS rakEdo
sodd Jofod. 19216° admo JNEoD Srersord Hba
TRrSRe s Rl Dt Brsrrei 551:&.5’.:'“{11 TR0 mqu&
rafido DIzt TerBteed® 05 Tabde) DEwsS® dero
S87e0 DDoINHEESR grsnen Do 33 Hobd am
reofiel (3580oeER Tari. b e, Wﬂﬁbéﬂ m“'ﬁéné?c oD
aetishan g, :

aoreo B

|57 Soren :

86 : Qoo TDoen Tahor Lrwaiﬁgaﬂ.

DES0SONT 58 Sonodio.

ReH 19205° au5EEES" a8 B wow God

19286 Sosfgron 588 20070 A% Dodo
§SBEEr HeorSs™D wEl morss® B
ads-D8 sdifidio SSoodn argd
Segraromr BEOBS & afo SuiEron
£85 oo DactosBoB % sdfo
Frodtdos” O Sorr | Derto S sart S
artagi-8 Erohof.

1921 e:5:30 63 aop@l (oD 2P0Me) oediaDd Hinard DR Penen sbart). Blirbord JErE oz
20NN @HoeRS Tved eddand =0 S0 e e, Hof's Jobs Aw, edens KD &
Sobap rHAEs Beidecd [SSohootl. Sfard v Sirdey) edi e D5boTt.

evzidien SETDRETRE a0l GlRoden T, |Herodore, 24 08F aant. o0 der graomrd® o SHALEIER i Jee
FED0TET arth Senh. a8 Smo artn o= 0o ibhdfonol, Trorre efrodbsh iR air. =0 b a8 5o dndd.
B30 Schs® Sy dwcho FF IEDodre ) ahE ofSE NG STob. T alalelen S0, &eeha
H65 AD%0S° T 255 (Seodore 45 Do Ir0 - o peled gy 559 eirodp SSEre Srroes
o8 S0 33 5y rbesdrgo JEPE oD, et 3K Bipod DA (Feeodore Jeyt

- SR Fard (o83, adirfod 35Fr odmih Vol - | #od 555808,

=]

O
g
i
3
D
B
K
o
73
k)
S0
B




e
= gl
2,
'
joe]
e
[
o
="
=
=]
L
-
ju's]

Trbal peasants interpreted the message of Mahatma Gandhi and
the idea of swargm vet another waw. In the Gudem Hills of Andhra
Pradesh, for mstance, a mubtant guernlla movement spread in
the early 1920: — not a form of struggle that the Congress could
approve. Here, as in other forest remons, the colomal government
had closed larpe forest areas, preventing people from entenng
the forests to graze their cattle, or to collect fuelwood and frusts.
This enraged the hill people. Not only were their hivelihoods
affected but thev felt that their tradiional nohts were being demsed.
When the government began foreing them to contnbute kegar
for road building, the hill pecple revolted. The person who came
to lead them was an interesting fipure. Allun Sitaram Raju claimed
that he had a vanety of special powers: he could make correct
astrological predictions and heal people. and he could survrve
even bullet shots. Captivated by Raju, the rebels proclaimed that
he was an incamation of God. Raju talked of the greatness of
Mzhatma Gandhi, sa1d he was mspired by the Non-Cooperation
Movement, and persuaded people towear £hadrand grve up denking.
But at the same time he asserted that India could be kberated only
by the use of force, not non-violence. The Gudem rebels attacked
police stations, attempted to kill Brtish officials and carned on
ruernlla warfare for aclieving swara). Raju waz captured and

executed in 1924 and over time became a folk hero.

2.3 Swaraj in the Plantations

Workers too had their own understanding of Mahatma Gandhs
and the nohon of swaray. For plantation workers m Assam_ freedom
meant the nght to move freely in and out of the confined spacein
which they were enclozed, and it meant retamnmg a hnk with the
village from which they had come. Under the Inland Emugration
Act of 1839, plantation workers were not permmtted to leave the
tea gardens without permission, and i fact ther were rarely given
such permussion. When they heard of the Non-Cooperation
Movement, thousandz of workers defied the authonties left the
plantations and headed home. Thev believed that Gandhi Rajwas
comung and everyone would be given land in their own villages.
Thery, however, never reached their destination. Stranded on the way
by a railway and steamer strike, they were caught by the police and
brutally beaten up.
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Find out about other participants in the
National Movement who were captured and
put to death by the British. Gan you think of a
in Indo-China {Chapter 2)?
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The vizion: of these movements were not defined by the Congress
programme. Thev interpreted the term swara; in their own wavs,
mnagimneg it to be a ttme when all suffering and all troubles would
be over. Yet, when the tribalz chanted Gandhiyi's name and raized

slogans demanding ‘Sawtantrs Bharat’, they were also emotionally
relating to an all-India agitation. When ther acted in the name of
Mahatma Gandin, or nked therr movement to that of the Congress,
they were identifying with a movement which went bevond the bmits
of their rmmediate locahty

Fg. &5 — Chauri Chaura, 1922,
At Chaurif Cheura in Gorakhpur, & peaceful demonsiration in @ bazaar turned into a
viofent clash with the police. Hearing of the incident, Mahatma Ganahi calfed a halt

to the Non-Cooperation Movement.
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Towards Civil Disobedience

In February 1922, Mahatma Gandh decided to wathdraw the
MNon-Cooperation Movement. He felt the movement was turmng

Lala Lajpat Rai was assaulted by the British police
Z 3 ; T during a peaceful demonstration against the
violent in many places and satyagralus needed to be properly tramed  Simon Commission. He succumbed to injuries

before they would be ready for mass struggles. Within the Congress, that were inflicted on him during the
) ; demonstration.

some leaders were by now tired of mass strugeles and wanted to
participate i elections to the provincial councils that had been set
up by the Govemment of India Act of 1919 They felt that it was
important to oppose Brtizh policies withan the councils, arpue for
reform and alse demonstrate that these counecils were not truly
demoeratic. C. R Das and Motlal Nehru formed the Swara) Party
within the Congress to arpue for a return to council pobitics. But

vounger leaders like Jawaharlal Nehru and Subhas Chandra Bose
preszed for more radical mass agitation and for full independence.

In zuch a mituation of mternal debate and dizsension towo factorz
again shaped Indian politics towards the late 1920s. The first was
the effect of the wordwide econormc depression. Agricultural prices
began to fall from 1926 and collapsed after 1930. As the demand
for agnicultural goods fell and ezports dechined, peazants found 1t
diffscult to zell their harvests and pay their revenue. By 1930, the

countryside was i tarmodl

Agamst thiz background the new Torv government in Baotain
conztituted a Statutory Commussion under Sir John Simon. Setup
in response to the nationalist movement the
commussion was to look mte the functoning of
the constitutional system i India and suggest
changes. The problem was that the commussion
did not have a single Indian member They were
all Batizh

When the Simon Commmzzion arrrred 1n India in
1928, it was greeted with the slogan “Go back
Simon’. All parties, mncludimne the Congress and the
Mhushm League, participated m the demonstrations.
In an effort to win them over, the viceroy, Lord
Irwan, announced in October 1929, a vague offer
of ‘dominion status” for India m an unzpecified

future, and a Round Tzble Conference to discussa | F9- 6 — Meeting of Congress leaders at Allahabad, 1931.
i S o ; Apart from Mahatme Gandhi, yvou can see Sardar Vallabhbhal
future constitution. This did not satisfr the Congress Patel fextreme left), Jawaharial Nehru jextreme right) and Subhas

leaders. The radicals within the Congress, led by | Chandra Bose [fifth from right).
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Jawraharlal Nehm and Subhasz Chandra Bose, became moge asserhre.  Source C

The hiberals and moderates, who were proposing a constitutional
svstem within the framework of British domimon, gradually lost
their mflience. In December 1929, under the presadency of Jawaharlal
Nehru, the Lahore Congress formahized the demand of Purna
Swaray or full mdependence for Inda. Itwas declared that 26 January
1230, would be celebrated as the Independence Day when people
were to take 2 pledge to struggle for complete mndependence. But
the celebrations attracted very hittle attention. So Mahatma Gandha
had to find a wav to zelate this abstract 1dea of freedom to more

concrete 1ssues of evervday hife.

3.1 The Salt March and the Civil Disobedience Movement

Mahatma Gandhi found in salt a powerful symbol that could unite
the nation: On 31 Januwary 1930, he sent a letter to Viceroy Irwin
stating eleven demands Some of these were of peneral mterest;
others were specific demands of different classes, from ndustnahsts
to peasants. The idea was to make the demands wide-ranging, so
that all classes within Indian society could :dentify with them and
evervone could be brought together m a united campaten. The most
stirning of all was the demand to abolish the salt tax Salt was
something consumed by the rich and the poor akke, and it was one
of the most ezsential items of food The tax on salt and the
government monepoly over its production, Mahatma Gandin

declared, revealed the most oppressmve face of Bratizh rule.

Mahatma Gandhi’s letter was, 1 a way, an ultimatum. If the
demands were not fulfilled by 11 Masch, the letter stated, the
Congress would launch a civil disobedience campaien. Irwin was
unwilbng to negotiate. 3o Mahatma Gandhs started has famous
salt march accompanied by 78 of hus trusted volunteers. The march
was over 240 mules, from Gandhiy’s ashram in Sabarmat: to the
Gujarat coastal town of Dand: The volunteers walked for 24 days,
about 10 miles a day. Thousands came to hear Mahatma Gandlu
wherever he stopped, and he told them what he meant by swars
and urged them to peacefully defy the Batish On 6 Apnil he reached
Dandi, and ceremonsally tiolated the law, manufacturime salt by
boikng sea water.

Thiz marked the begnning of the Civil Dizobedience Movement.
How was this movement different from the Non-Cooperation
Movement? People were now asked not only to refuse cooperation

TG

The Independence Day Pledge, 26 January
1930

‘We believe that it is the inalienable right of the
Indian people, as of any other people, to have
freedom and to enjoy the fruits of their toil and
have the necessities of life, so that they may
have full opportunities of growth. We believe
also that if any government deprives a people of
these rights and oppresses them, the people
have a further right to alter it or to abolish it
The British Government in India has not only
deprived the Indian people of their freedom but
has based itself on the exploftation of the masses,
and has ruined India economically, politically,
culturally, and spirituallty. We believe, therefore,
that India must sever the British connection and
attain Purna Swaraj or Complete Independence.’



eaiaOerd T, S dodidtn arahsems Sbod FEosorr Sireo

Soirdairt. (265 o6 Stost oremor BIRESEY (B&aranng
amarthes, Sodartien (Sore S (Serardy 596haiet. 1929
Erondd® wxirbod [ wiEsd ovirrdst a#0n sofRd
FoSdeRs ‘WY Spd So “rf SnSafo” ehseoSore
B0B St 1930 £5556 262 Fmgo TS Sore stgHomED,
exipid (Hesen Hoarg Someyo 850 Fodeshn (Hey Sared
(@BE5Somsth. = & Dfer oo $H5508 57 wsgoTon.
sodsied e dDdod® Hhddy Sdnie JodER, a8l
Feedfoigho ol efiry graist S oo eF E‘:nm;%ma’:ﬁaﬁgmﬁ
éﬁﬁmq:, éﬂ;,o&.

3.1 adp ofnd, e33fgoms adgho

Dee) 2o Dabrie 95 e Jon Eics_iﬁaﬂgtnoél,_ri&wd; 1930
e3a0 313 eolisl 11 &5rofS® Hodh 565D ef Sp doardl.
D8E° 5 Forde (EErsTo). DADSD o FDESde Sod
Darorio $6% DIE Sqeth To6S AOFTH Aroly, & ASFOLED
De,d (Hoto 5900 grobab SHrecd® e Sore D e
Sainips 08 extnoiha, HEre0E R eotite 2EFE edph
Efoeiore DrCxbodn udnd adtsh. D8 = IS TV RAR Y t‘.il,"fg
Baired 85rol ©o40d estnbol. iy el §dodHe Swod
TSarh 305 3o SonE a8 Do DRGFR0TE. eitod® 18
odp8 Soags Do, SR SN @R darbp (Hed
romGHdo (268 SRl Gt HS0DHE PH0I Dubott SEFerrrol
SO

e Ddore Eﬁmﬁaﬂgwoﬁ O 0.5 TR0, 570 116 & G370l
H0E)00oTETS sFoif TRI Lo adiEho TN&odd o Bpdt
LR, 80 3o o S ety a’:.}a?ﬁavémeﬁs H55
DHahorr Aok ﬁ;{fﬁ!jﬂﬁ TSthen 78 Hoobat 0% 45 L_E’JE:-% =4
i | Sdodlomrth. SaEBER rrofd elFio H0b reoes &6
Héxea0 ol SU 240 Pogth P SrtSain g deeth. Syhod haihen
Bheth 10 Fof S755pid 24 Gleren S8tk Soiferyrol 58 whm
0l [EHorres 2368 Jorhaioot STt e 08 o
=08 Dt Bachay, (268 700 sosdindorr 266N Tea
Efgea, D5 635 eaohis Sod T0ETD S5y H¢ID Sbhoddo
oeroe i Safr) THE, B&5PhEoMT ST S80HI0TRE,

56 550018 agEEIS arod Jodoh. & adiEo
B & DorEC BTGB rRd D dForm §dies ? 1921-226°
dasem HdFoc0d Haesorl Aoedbodtd sHow

1030 =358 26, TolBT WS ($8x
sofh [Peoora iBdnes iﬁﬁ} EER
dofitio, 5 (H50DEN [H85co  SRofio,
S5 SDedived StriyEsto S Mol
DEEET S8, D85e8 =6 =568 8
sisee dotrabl JSn SSgEanSn @
(bt < Egeilh sFlod emd) Tu o=
(e SR8 So- S SaiirDE Sasts
fobod %3 dosl) Shnbrmtin i8Sdos”
(DEE (S5080 58 |Sme Tyt &boSED:
sfow, |Fuoih ool Jdbon sgdsd,
srbaG ety whtor, orafahore, Sroi jBEorr,
wg&?w o SNoh. sodtio Pl et Te o}
(D88 sofmredh FodFd T8 S o
Sodrd arsdolfio drogreld T
Bapoaragiad.

i

0
3
k
Y
)
B
k-
P
G
g
0
B




Z,
o)
=.
2
[
=5
E.
B
E.
2
=
ju)

with the Botish, as they had done in 1921-22, but al:o to break
colonial laws. Thousands in different parts of the country broke
the salt law;, manufactured zalt and demonstrated i front of
rovernment salt factories. As the movement spread, foreien cloth
was bovcotted, and bquor shops were picketed. Peaszants refused to
pay tevenue and chankidan tazes, village officials rezipned, and in
many places forest people miclated forest laws — going into Reserved
Forests to collect wood and graze cattle.

Worned br the developments, the colonial government began
arresting the Conpress leaders one by one. This led to miclent clashes
i many palaces. When Abdul Ghaffar Khan, a devout disciple of
Mahatma Gandhi, was arrested in Apnl 1930, angry crowds
demonstrated in the streets of Peshawar, facing armoured cars and
police firng Many were killed A month later, when Mahatma
Gandls lemself was arrested, ndustoal workers in Sholapur attacked
police posts, mumcipal budldings, lawecousts and rathway stations —
all structures that symbolised Brinsh mile. A frghtened government
responded with a policy of brutal repression. Peaceful satvagrahis
were attacked women and clildrenwere beaten, and abont 100,000

people were arrested.

In such a situation, Mahatma Gandhi once again decaded to call off
the movement and entered mto a pact with Irwm on 3 March 1931
By thiz Gandhi-Trwin Pact, Gandhi consented to parbicipate ina
Round Table Conference (the Congress had bovcotted the first

i

Fig. 7 — The Dandi march.
During the salt march Mahatma
Gandhi was accompanied by
78 volunteers. On the way
they were joined by thousands.

Fig. 8 — Police cracked down on satyagrafis,
1930.
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Round Table Conference) n London and the government agreed to
release the political prisoners. In December 1931, Gandhyi went to
London for the conference, but the negotiations broke down and
he returned disappointed. Back in India, he discovered that the
government had bepun a new cycle of repression. Ghaffar Khan
and Jawaharlal Nehm were both i jail, the Congress had been
declared sllegal. and a senies of measures had been imposed to prevent
meetings, demonstrations and boycotts. With great apprehension,
Aahatma Gandha relaunched the Civil Dizobedience Movement
For over a vear, the movement continued, but by 1934 it lost

its momenturm.

3.2 How Participants saw the Movement

Letus nowlock at the different social groups that participated i the
Civil Dizobedience Movement. Why did they join the movement?
What were their ideals® What did swara; mean to them?

In the countryside, rich peazant communities — hike the Patidars of
Garat and the Jats of Uttar Pradesh —were actrve 1 the movement.
Being producers of commercial crops, they were very hard it by
the trade depression and falling prices. As their cash income
dizappeared, they found it impossible to pay the government’s revenue
demand. And the refusal of the govermment to reduce the revenue
demand led to widespread rezentment. These nch peasants became
enthusiastic supporters of the Ciwil Dizobedience Movement,
orgatusing therr communities, and at ttmes forcme reluctant members,
to participate i the boveott programmes. For them the fight for
swara) was a strugele aganst high revenues. But they were deeply
disappomnted when the movement was called off in 1931 wathout
the revenue rates bemg revized. So when the movementwas restarted
i 1932, many of them refused to participate.

The poorer peasantry were not justinterested in the lowenng of the
revenue demand. Many of them were small tenants cultvatine land
they had rented from landlords. As the Depression continued and
cash incomes dwindled, the small tenants found 1t difficult to pav
their rent. Thevwanted the unpad rent to the lindlord to be resmtted.
They joined a vaniety of radical movements often led by Sociahsts
and Communizsts. Apprehensive of raising issues that might upset
the nch peasants and landlords, the Congress was unmalling to support
‘fio rent’ campaigns i most places. So the relationship between the
poor peasants and the Congress remamed uncertam.

&0

Box 1

‘To the altar of this revolution we have
brought our youth as incense’

Many nationalists thought that the strugole
against the British could not be won through
non-violence. In 1928, the Hindustan Sodialist
Republican Army (HSRA) was founded at a
meeting in Ferozeshah Kotla ground in Delhi.
Amonagst its leaders were Bhagat Singh, Jatin
Das and Ajoy Ghosh. In a series of dramatic
actions in different parts of India, the HSRA
targeted some of the symbols of British power.
In April 1929, Bhagat Singh and Batukeswar
Dutta threw a bomb in the Legislative Assembly.
In the same year there was an attempt to blow
up the train that Lord Irwin was travelling in.
Bhagat Singh was 23 when he was tried and
executed by the colonial government. During
his trial, Bhagat Singh stated that he did not
wish to glorify “the cult of the bomb and pistol’
but wanted a revolution in society:

"Revolution is the inalienable right of mankind,
Freedom is the imprescriptible birthright of all.
The labourer is the real sustainer of society ..
To the aftar of this revolution we have brought
our youth as incense, for no sacrifice is too
great for so magnificent a cause. We are
content. We await the advent of revolution.
Inquitab Zindabad!’
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What about the business classes? How did they relate to the Civil
Discbedience Movement? During the First World War, Indian
merchants and industriabsts had made huge profits and become
powerful (see Chapter 5). Keen on expanding their business, they
now reacted agamst coloral pohcies that restacted business activibies.
Ther wanted protection agmnst imports of foreipn goods, and a
To organise business mterests, they formed the Indian Industrial
and Commercial Congress in 1920 and the Federaton of the Indian
Chamber of Commerce and Industries (FICCT) i 1927. Led br
pronunent mdustoalists kke Purshottamdas Thakurdas and
G. D Barla the industrialists attacked colomal control over the Indian
economy; and supported the Civil Dizobedience Movement when
itwas first launched. They gave financial assistance and refused to
buy or sell imported goods. Most businessmen came to see swars;
as a time when colonial restoichions on business would no longer
exist and trade and industry would flourish without constraints. But
after the faslure of the Round Table Conference, business sroups
were no longer uniformly enthusiastic. They were apprehensive of
the spread of militant activities, and worried about prolonged
dizruption of business, as well as of the growmg mfluence of
sociahsm amonest the vounger members of the Congress.

The industnal working classes did not participate in the Ciwil
Discbedience Movement in large numbers, exceptin the Nagpur
region. As the industrialists came closer to the Congress, workers
staved aloof. Butin spite of that, some workers did participate in
the Crvil Disobedience Movement, selectively adopting some of
the ideas of the Gandhan programme, like boreott of foreion
goods, as part of their own movements against low wages and
poor working condiions. There were strikes by rashway wodkers in
1930 and dockworkers i 1932 In 1930 thouszands of workers in
Chotanagpur tin manes wore Gandhi caps and participated i protest
rallies and boycott campaigns. But the Congress was reluctant to
meclude workers’ demands as part of its programme of strugsgle.
It felt that this would alienate industniahsts and divide the anti-
mpenal forces.

Another important feature of the Civil Dizobedience Movement
was the larre-zeale participation of women. Dunng Gandhyt's salt
march, thousands of women came out of their homes to listen to
him. They participated in protest marches, manufactured salt, and
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picketed foreion cloth and hauor shops. Many went to jail. In urhan
areas these women were from high-caste families; n rural areas
they came from nich peazant households. Moved by Gandhap’s call,
thev began to see service to the nation as a sacred duty of women.
Yet, this increazed public role did not necezsanly mean anv radical
change in the way the position of womes was visualized. Gandhiy
was convinced that it was the duty of women to lock after home
and hearth, be good mothers and good wives. And fora long time
the Congress was reluctant to allow women to hold any postion
of authonty within the orgamisation It was keen only on their
symbolic presence.

3.3 The Limits of Civil Disobedience

Notall socal groups were moved by the abstract concept of swara;.
One such group was the nation’s ‘untouchables’, who from around
the 1930: had begun to call themselves dalit or oppressed. For
long the Congress had ipnored the dalits, for fear of offending the
sanztaniz, the conservative high-caste Hindus. But Mahatma Gandlhe
declared that swara) would not come for a hundred years if

untouchabality was not ebnmated He called the ‘untouchables’ hargan,

o4

Fig. 9 — Women join
nationalist processions.
During the national
movement, many waormer,
for the first time in their
fives, moved out of their
homes on to 8 public arena.
Amongst the marchers you
Can-see many old women.
and mothers with chifdren in
their arms.

Why did varous classes and groups of Indians
participate in the Civil Disohedience

Movement?
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ot the children of God, organised satyagraha to secure them entry
mto temples, and access to public wells, tanks, roads and schools.
He humself cleaned toilets to dignify the work of the bhang (the
sweepers ), and persuaded upper castes to change their heart and
grve up “the sin of untouchabihity’. But many dalit leaders were keen
on a different political solution to the problems of the commumty.
Ther began orgamsing themselves, demanding reserved seats in
educational mstitutions, and a separate electorate that would choosze
daht members for lepislatrre councils. Political empowerment, they
believed, would resolve the problems of their social dizabilities.
Dalit participation in the Cimil Disobedience Movement was
therefore onited, particulary m the Maharashtra and Nagpur remon
where their organization was quite strong.

Dr BR. Ambedkar, who orpamzed the dalits into the Dlepressed
Classes Association mn 1930, clashed wath Mahatma Gandhs at
the second Round Table Conference by demanding separate
electorates: for dalitz. When the Brotizh government conceded
Ambedkar’s demand, Gandhsp began a fast unto death. He beheved
that separate electorates for dabts would slow down the process of
their mtepration into socety. Ambedkar ultimately accepted Gandhug's
position and the result was the Poona Pact of September 1932
It gave the Depressed Claszes (later to be known az the Schedule
Castes) reserved seats in provincial and central legislative councils,
but they were to be voted in by the general electorate. The dalit
movement however, contimued to be apprehensive of the Congress-

led national movement

Some of the Muskm poltical organisations in India were also
lukewarm in their response to the Cml Disobedience Movement.
After the dechne of the Non-Cooperation-Khilafat movement, a
large section of Mushms felt ahenated from the Congress From the
rmd-1920z the Congress came to be more mizbly associated with
openlty Hindu religious nationahst sroups like the Hindu Mahasabha:
As relation: between Hindus and Muslims worsened, each
comnmmty orgamsed religious processions with militant fervour,
provoking Hindu-Muskm communal clashes and niots i vatous
cities. Every oot deepened the distance between the two commmuimities,

The Congress and the Mushm League made efforts to renegotiate
an alkance, and m 1927 it appeared that such a umity could be forged.
The important differences were over the question of representation
m the future assemblies that were to be elected. Muhammad Al

86

Fig. 10 — Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharial Mehru
and Maulana Azad at Sevagram Ashram,
Wardha, 7935
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Jinnah one of the leaders of the Muslim Leapue_was willing to grve
up the demand for separate electorates, if Mushms were assured
reserved seats in the Central Assembly and representation n
proportion to population i the Mushm-dommated prowinces (Bengal
and Pumjab). Negotations over the question of representation
continued but all hope of resolving the 1zsue at the All Parties
Conference in 1928 disappeared when MR Javakar of the Hindu
Mahasabha strongly opposed efforts at compromise.

When the Crvil Dizobedience Movement started there was thus
an atmosphere of suspicion and distrust between commumbes.
Alenated from the Congress_ large sections of Mushkms could not
respond to the call for 3 umted strugele. Many AMushm leaders and
mntellectuals expressed their concern about the status of Mushms
as a munority within India. They feared that the culture and :dentity
of mmeonties would be submerged under the dommnation of a
Hmndu majonty.

SourceD

In 1930, Sir Muhammad Igbal, as president of the Muslim League, reiterated the importance of separate electorates for
the Muslims as an important safeguard for their minority political interests. His statement is supposed to have provided the
inteflectual justification for the Pakistan demand that came up in subseqguent vears. This is what he said:

'T have no hesitation in dedaring that if the principle that the Indian Muslim is entitled to full and free development on the
lines of his own cufture and tradition in his own Indian home-lands is recognised as the basis of a permanent communal
settlement, he will be ready to stake his all for the freedom of India. The princple that each group is entitled to free
development on its own lines is not inspired by any feeling of narrow communalism ... A community which is inspired by
feelings of ill-will towards other communities is low and ignoble. I entertain the highest respect for the customs, laws,
religions and sodal institutions of other communities. Nay, it is my duty according to the teachings of the Quran, even to
defend their places of worship, i need be. Yet I love the communal group which is the source of life and behaviour and
which has formed me what I am by giving me its religion, its literature, its thought, its culture and thereby its whole past
as a living operative factor in my present consciousness .

'Communalism in its higher aspect, then, is indispensable to the formation of a harmonious whole in a country like India.
The units of Indian society are not territorial as in European countries ... The principle of European democracy cannot be
applied to India without recognising the fact of communal groups. The Muslim demand for the creation of a Muslim India
within India is, therefore, perfactly justified...

'The Hindu thinks that separate electorates are contrary to the spirit of true nationalism, because he understands the
word "nation” to mean a kind of universal amalgamation in which no communal entity cught to retain its private individuality.
Such a state of things, however does not exist. India is a land of racial and religious variety. Add to this the general
economic inferiority of the Muslims, their enormous debt, espedally in the Punjab, and their insufficient majorities in some
of the provinces, as at present constituted and you will begin to see dearly the meaning of our anxiety to retain separate
electorates.
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Read the Source D carefully. Do you agree with Igbal’s idea of communalism? Can you define communalism in a
different way?
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=4 The Sense of Collective Belonging

Nationalism spreads when people begin to believe that they are all
part of the same nation, when they discover some unity thatbinds
them together. But how did the nation become a reahity i the nunds

of people? How did people belonging to different commumities,
repions or lanpuage proups develop a sense of collective belonping?

This sense of collective belonging came partly through the expenience
of umited strugeles. But there were also a vanety of cultusal processes
through which nationalism captured people’s imagmation History
and fiction, folklore and songs, popular prints and svmbeals, all plaved
a part in the making of nationahsm_

a0

Fig. 11 — Bal Gangadhar Tilak,

an early-twentieth-century print.

Notice how Tilak iz surrounded by symbols of
unity. The sacred institutions of different faiths
(temale. church, masjid] frame the central figure.
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The identity of the nation, as vou know (see Chapter 1), 13 most
often symbohsed in a ficure or image. This helps create an image
with which people can identify the nation. It was in the twentieth
century, with the growth of nationalsm, that the identity of India
came to be vizually associated with the image of Bharat Mata The
image was first ereated by Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay. In the
1870z he wrote Vande Mataram” as a hymn to the motherland.
Later it was mncluded m his novel Anssdamath and wadely sung duong
the Swadezhi movement in Bengal Moved by the Swadeshs
movement, Abanindranath Tagore painted his famous image of
Bharat Mata (see Fig. 12). In thiz pamnting Bharat Mata iz portrayed
ag an ascetic fipure; she 13 calm, composed, drne and spiotual
In subzequent vears, the image of Bharat Mata acquired many
different forms, as it eirculated m popular prints, and was pamted
by different artists (zee Fip. 14). Devotion to thas mother fipure came

to be zeen as evidence of one’s nationalism.

Ideas of nationahsm also developed through a movement to revive
Indian folklore. In late-nmeteenth-century India, nationahsts began
recording folk tales sung by bards and they toured willages to gather
folk songs and legends. These tales, they beheved, gave a true pictuce
of traditional culture that had been corrupted and damaged by
outside forces: It was essential to preserve this folk tradition in
order to discover one’s national sdentity and restore a sense of prde
m one’s past In Bengal Rabmdranath Tagore lumself began collecting
ballads nursery thymes and myths, and led the movement for folk

Fyg. 12 — Bharat Mata, Abanindranath Tagore,
1905.

Notice that the mother figure here iz shown as
dizpensing learning, food end clothing. The mala
i one hand emphasises Rer ascelic quality.
Abanindranath Tagore, ke Ravi Varma before
him, tried 1o develop a styfe of painting that
could be seen as rufy Indian.

Fig. 13 — Jawaharfal Nehru, a popular print.

Nehiru is here shown holding the image of Bharat Mata and the map of India
close to his heari. In a fot of popular prints. nationalist leaders are shown
offering their heads to Bharat Mata. The ides of sacrifice for the mother was
powerful within popular imagination.
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revival In Madras, Natesa Sastri published a massire four-rolume
collection of Tamul folk tales, The Folklore of Sonthern India. He beheved
that folklore was national hterature; it was ‘the most trustworthy
manifestation of people’s real thoughts and characterizties’.

As the national movement developed, nationalist leaders became
more and more aware of such icons and symbols i unmfrme people
and mepmmp mn them a feelng of nationahsm. Durmp the Swadeshs
movement i Bengal a tricolour flag (red. green and vellow) was
designed Ithad excht lotuses representng escht provinces of Botish
India, and a crescent moon, representing Hindus and Mushmez By
1921, Gandhi had designed the Swaray flag: It was again a tneolour
(ted, green and white) and had a spinning wheel in the centre,
representing the Gandhian ideal of zelf-help. Carrming the flag,
holding it aloft, dunng marches became a symbol of defiance.

Anocther means of creating a feeling of nationalism was through
remnterpretation of history. By the end of the mineteenth century
many Indians began feeling that to mnstill 2 senze of pade i the
nation, Indian history had to be thought about differently The Batish
saw Indians as backward and proitive, incapable of govemning
themselves. In response; Indtans began looking into the past to
discover India’s great achievements. They wrote about the glonious
developments in ancient times when art and architecture, science
and mathematics, relioion and culture, law and plulosophy, ceafts
and trade had flourished. This glonous time, in their view, was
followed by 2 history of dechne, when India was colonised. Theze
nationahst histories urged the readers to take prde 11 India’s great
achievements 1n the past and struggle to change the muzerable
conditions of life under Brtish rule.

These efforts to unifv people were not without problems. When the
past being plorified was Hindu, when the :mages celebrated were
drawn from Hinduiconography, then people of other communities
felt left out.

Source E

Fig. 74a — Bharat Maia.
Thiz figure of Bharat Mata is & conirasi o the

ane painted by Abanindranath Tagore. Here she
iz shown with a trishul, standing beside & lion
amnd an elephant — both symbols of power and
authorty.

AN 4 B

Look at Figs. 12 and 14. Do you think these
images will appeal to all castes and communities?

'In earlier times, foreign travellers in India marvelled at the courage, truthfulness and modesty of the people of the Arya
vamsa; now they remark mainly on the absence of those gualities. In those days Hindus would set cut on conguest and
hotst their flags in Tartar, China and other countries; now a few soldiers from a tiny island far away are lording it over the

land of India.

Tarinicharan Chattopadhyay, Bharatharsher Itihas (The History of Bharatbarsh), wvol. 1, 1858,
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Conclusion

A growing anger agamst the colomial porermment was thus bonging
together vanous groups and classes of Induns mto a common strugple
for freedom m the first half of the twentieth century. The Congress
under the leadershup of Mahatma Gandhi tried to channel people’s
grievances into organised movements for mdependence. Through
such movements the nationalists tried to forge a national umty. But
az we have seen, diverse groups and claszes participated in these

movements with vaned aspirations and expectations. As their

Wy ] TR
Pﬂ;a;_.f o e Y

grievances were wide-raniging

freedom from colomal rule alzo fo kY
meant different thing: to ' ‘ i .
different people. The Congress A .‘1,.. ‘# o % i

continuously attempted to
resolve differences, and ensure
that the demands of one group
did not alienate another. This 1=
precisely why the unity within
the movement often broke down.
The high points of Congress
activity and nationalist unity
were followed by phases of
disunity and inner confliet

between groups.

In otherwords, what was emerging

was 2 nation with many volces wanting freedom from colomal male. Fig. 14b
Women's procession in Bombay during the Quit
India Movement

Quit India Movement

The faiture of the Cripps Mission znd the effeds of World War II created widespread discontentment in India. This
led Gandhiji to launch a movement calling for complete withdrawal of the British from India. The Congress Working
Committes, in its mesting in Wardha on 14 July 1942, passed the historic "Quit India’ resolution demanding the
immediate transfer of power to Indians and quit Indiz. On 8 August 1942 in Bombay, the All India Congress Committes
endorsed the resolution which called for a nmon-violent mass siruggle on the widest possible scale throughout the
country. It was on this accasion that Gandhiji delivered the famous "Do or Die’ speech. The call for 'Quit India” almost
brought the state machinery to a standstill in large parts of the country as people voluntarily threw themselves into
the thick of the movement. People observed harfals, and demonstrations and processions were accompanied by
national songs and slogans. The movement was truly 3 mass movement which brought into its ambit thousands of
ordinary people, namely students, workers and peasants. It also saw the active participation of leaders, namely,
Jayprakash Narayan, Aruna Asaf Ali and Ram Manohar Lohiz and many women such as Matangini Hazra in Bengal,
Kanaklata Barua in Assam and Rama Devi in Odisha. The British responded with much force, yet it took more than a
vear to suppress the movement.
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Write in brief

1. BExplain:
a) Why growth of nationalism in the colonies is linked to an anti-colonial movement.
b) How the First World War helped in the growth of the National Mevement in India.
¢) Why Indians were outraged by the Rowlatt Act.
d) Why Gandhiji decided to withdraw the Non-Cooperation Movement.

2. What is meant by the idea of satyagraha?

3. Wirite a newspaper report on:
a) The Jalianwala Bagh massacre
b) The Simon Commission

4. Compare the images of Bharat Mata in this chapter with the image of Germania
in Chapter 1.

1. List all the different social groups which joined the Non-Cooperation Movement of 1921.
Then choose any three and write about their hopes and siruggles to show why they
joined the movement.

2 Discuss the Salt March to make clear why it was an effective symbol of resistance
against colonialism.

3. Imagine you are a woman participating in the Civil Disobedience Movement. Explain
what the experience meant to your life.
4. Why did political leaders differ sharply over the question of separate electorates?

Find out about the anti-colonial movement in Indo-China. Compare and contrast India’s national
movement with the ways in which Indo-China became independent.
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The Making of a Global World

(Bl The Pre-modern World

When we talk of ‘clobalsation’ we often refer to an econonmue
system that has emerped since the last 30 years or so. Butas vouwall
see in this chapter, the making of the plobal world haz a long
history — of trade, of migration, of people in search of work, the
movement of capital and much else. As we thnk about the dramatic
and visihle signs of global interconnectedness in our bves todar,
we need to understand the phases through which this wordd mn
which we Irve has emerged.

All through history, human societie: have become steadily more
mterhnked From ancient times. travellers, traders, poests and
pilegnms travelled vast distances for knowledge, opportunity and
sparstual fulfilment, or to escape persecution. They carried poods,
money, vabies, skills 1deas mventions, and even germs and diseases.
As early as 3000 BCE an active coastal trade hinked the Indus valley
ermilisations with present-day West Asia. Formore than a mmllenma,
cowries (the Hinds cowds or seashells, used as a form of currency)
from the Maldives found their way to China and East Afnica. The
long-distance spread of dizease-carrming cerms mav be traced as
far back as the seventh century: By the thirteenth century it had
become anunnustakable hink.
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Fig. 1 — Image of a ship on a memorial stone,
Goa Museum, tenth century ce

From the ninth century, images of ships
appear regufarly in memorial stones found in
the western coast, indicating the significance
of ocearnic trade.
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1.1 5ilk Routes Link the World

The silk routes are 2 good example of vibrant pre-modern trade
and cultural inks between distant pasts of the word. The name “alk
routes’ points to the importance of West-bound Chinese sidk carpoes
along thiz route. Historians have identified several ik rontes, over
land and by sea, kmitting together vast regions of Asa, and hnking
Asia with Europe and northern Afnica. They are known to have
emisted since before the Chastian Era and thoved almost till the
fifteenth century. But Chinese pottery alzo travelled the same route,
as did textiles and spices from India and Southeast Asia In retum,
precious metals — gold and wlver — flowed from FEurope to Asia.

Trade and cultural exchange abwars went hand i hand Early
Chostian nizsionanes almost certam by travelled thus route to Asa_ as
did early Mushm preachers a few centusies later Much before all
thiz, Buddhism emerged from eastern India and spread in several
directions through mtersecting pomts on the slk routes.

1.2 Food Travels: Spaghetti and Potato

Food offers many ezamples of long-distance cultural exchange.
Traders and travellers introduced new crops to the lands they
travelled. Even ‘ready’ foodstuff i distant parts of the world snight
share common ongins. Take spaghetti and noodles. It s beliered
that noodles travelled west from China to
become spaghetts Of, perhaps Arab traders
took pasta to fifth-century Sucaly, an 1zland now
n Italw. Simalar foods were alzo known in India
and Japan, zo the truth about their onigins may
never be known. Yet such guesswork suggests
the possibilities of 1stance cultural contact

evenn the pre-modern wosld.

Many of our commen foods such as potatoes,
z07a, proundnuts, maize, tomatoes, chilbes,
sweet potatoes, and o on were not known to
our ancestors untl about frre centunes ago.
Theze foods were only introduced in Europe
and Asia after Christopher Columbus

=\ Ik AR T

Fig. 2 — Silk route trade as depicted in @
Chinese cave painiting, eighth century, Gave
217, Mogao Grottoes, Gansu, China.

accidentsally discovered the vast continent that | fig. 3 — Merchants from Venice and the Orient exchanging goods,

would later become known as the Amiencas.

from Marco Polo, Book of Marvels, fiffeenth century.

102




1.1. (SScwrns U8R NG Srore

B, Soegren Hr; oY dorod® SEED ardews, (HSotod
HotiS |Sroare Hu) Aol Ss edmtograed SioD) AT,
‘b Srorer &7 B B fob S5 deed IF) Dy e
| SDoE00. Sodethon a3 R Hrorer rHBoTH
B2 g, Sdudsree oo elalr polioftn Dee grrresh
Hapirdo Jabtdh =¥, shar oy wifer, &gl wfses
£Daron. worodsdy (ShErdEh S:5ite® ol 5.4 155 damgo
56t SQoran ey Doe H0d Hoten, FOSEL0, w@mm
2008 q%w $60% mﬁmtﬁ_ﬁaﬂﬂm gree o3 srged Gairtodn,
w0t afherr porrdo, Sob Sof Deadd SFisten 0ot S08
el 5T,

fow 2 — ST oo e Oqwds 85 dewo T8
TEardo H00ckn PO BE Sr0yies ol oREt af8 508 |9} Ty drgo. (2175 Auf, SomdT (AYT,
FRPED. |Srdogol® BRS DxiNbes, Y Sobe Soddoe | a5y, i)

domd mﬁ“ﬁ)&&ﬁi} S Fgshen &G0 EﬂJ"gE&l«ﬁ{’ L Eale 8 3]
|Safreomrta Do 505 e Snods ShgExdo Eroy
gridtHod® sngNol B Srory Erdgs trinhotr e Ddad®

300008,

1.2, =358 [Scegmen — ﬁu:,_:{neﬁu, soreytioos

RS (arosre S %ﬂﬂ?ﬁ@ﬁé Sro@s edford af Sl
Acradeare Sy, auErties, (oo o) (Scirdons
|Froered® (578 Soted (HHEnerth. |SHotos®D 36RIG B
|eroeroE® 50003 ‘Emo S50P08 RYOE aN) B0 ol TRl
2% (Zrodo Sireo eonpE)ostay, a0 hbains Srthd) ejabo
aar::-éac:;o. s T dood D558 dered
(Dairdod HRér Sroedin gradeh. sond®
Forgo® etioy IxEren ‘e atbeta
o8 8D sobd RS é‘&"ﬂﬁl?ﬂ% =lslatainigh
serof) B0 Horopen EROStd0, marDed’
roe Soxil TR B0 J95 Sof Somehd
Diicfio 28 BoahEPssy. sondssd
RIEE |aroste SoG) ﬁuoxggjaé Hopogros
st s6hRs [HHodo Hr adt edraes

il

BN aroedm @50 mo;@é sorrdcoos,
RFci, S, Tngersy, Hamtr, Dssmal,
flerztinozen Ho8D B B’;ﬂ’ﬁ et b mm
|S&o S0 D53, Léﬁj“.;iﬁ 5’.“‘@03}5
w550 od0d Deed =Ibs
ROEPRY BRIV S6ars £ 050 SO [ouo 3 555, ey S S8t SR Sr8S Sisnta Ao,
B8, shdres” B3 LuLecron. 158 aimos® £r6905° |8 ‘o 85 855" Bod.

103




5
=
&'
a3
i
=]
-
(+7)
Q
=)
=
o
=1
=1
=i
S
[
(=

(Here we will use ‘Amernica’ to descoibe North America, South
America and the Canbbean ) In fact, many of our common foods

came from Amenica’s onginal mhabstants — the Amencan Indians.

Sometimes the new crops could make the difference between life
and death. Burope’s poor began to eat better and live longer wath
the introduction of the humble potato. Ireland’s poorest peazants
became so dependent on potatoes that when disease destroved the
potato crop in the mid-1840z, hundred: of thousands died

of starvation.

1.3 Conquest, Disease and Trade

The pre-modem world shrank greatly in the sixteenth century after
EBurcpean sailors found a zea route to Asa and also successfully

crossed the western ocean to Amenca For centuries before, the

Indian Ocean had known a bustling trade, with goods, people,

Enowledge, customs, etc. criss-crossing its waters The Indian
subcontnent was central to these flows and a crucial point i thesr
networks. The entry of the Europeans helped ezpand or redirect

some of these flows towards Europe.

Before itz "dizcovery’, Amenca had been cut off from regular contact
with the rest of the word for mmllions of years But from the sixteenth
century, 1ts vast lands and abundant crops and minerals began to

transform trade and kres everywhere.

Precious metals, particulardy sibrer, from mines located in present-
day Peru and Meszico also enhanced Burope’s wealth and financed
itz trade with Asia Legends spread i seventeenth-century Europe
about South America’s fabled wealth. Many expeditions set off in
zearch of El Dorade, the fabled ety of gold

The Portuguese and Spamsh conquest and colomization of Amernica
was deasmely under way by the nud-sisteenth century. Burcpean
conquest was not just a result of supenior hirepower In fact, the
most powerful weapon of the Spanish conguercrs was nota
conventional mubitary weapon at all Tt was the germs such as those
of smallpox that they carned on their perzon. Because of their long
1solation, America’s onginal inhabitants had no mmmumity aganst
these diseazes that came from Burope. Smallpoz i particular proved
a deadly kaller Once mtroduced, it spread deep into the continent,
zhead even of anv Buropeans reaching there Ttkilled and decimated

whole communities, paving the way for conquest.
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Fig. 4 — The frish Potato Famine, lllustrated
London News, 71849

Hungry children digging for potatoes in a field that
haz already been harvested, hoping to discover
some leftovers. During the Great frish Potato
Famine (1845 to {849), around 1,000.000
people died of starvation in lreland, and double the
number ermigrated in search of work.

Box 1

‘Biological’ warfare?

John Winthorp, the first governor of the
Massachusetts Bay colony in Mew England,
wrote in May 1634 that smallpox signalled God's
blessing for the colonists: " the natives . were
neere {near) all dead of small Poxe (pox), so as
the Lord hathe (had) cleared our title to what
We [05S5ess)

Alfred Crosby, Ecolegical Imperialism.
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Guns could be bought or captured and turned agamst the mvaders.

; _ MNew words
But not diseases such as smallpox to whach the conquerors were :
: Diszenter — One who refuses to accept
mostlr immune. : : :
established beliefs and practices

Until the mneteenth centry, poverty and hunger were common in
Europe. Cites were crowded and deadly diseazes were wadespread.
Behgious conflicts were common, and religious dissenters were
persecuted. Thousand: therefore fled Europe for Amenca Here,
by the eighteenth century, plantations worked by slaves captured

m Africa were growing cotton and sugar for European markets.

Until well mto the esghteenth century, China and India were among
the world’s richest countries. They were also pre-eminentin Asian
trade. However, from the hifteenth century, China 15 said to have Dlm

restricted overseas contacts and retreated into isolation. China’s
Explain what we mean when we say that the

reduced role and the nsing importance of the Amerncas pradually
Z world ‘shrank’ in the 1500s.

moved the centre of world trade westwards. Furope now emerged

as the centre of word trade.

Fig. 5 — Slaves for sale, New Orfeans, lllustrated London News, 7857,

A prospective buyer carefully inspecting slaves lined up before the suction. You can see two
children along with four women and seven men in top hats and suit waiting to be sold. To atiract
buyers, slaves were often dressed in their best clothes.
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The Nineteenth Century (1815-1914)

The world changed profoundly in the nineteenth century. Economuc,
political, soczal, cultural and technological factors mteracted 1n

complex ways to transform societies and reshape external relations.

Econcmusts identify three types of movement or flows’ within
mternational economuc exchanges. The first 15 the flow of trade whach
i the nineteenth century referred largely to trade in goods (eg,
cloth or wheat). The second 1z the flow of labour — the migration
of people in search of emplovment. The third iz the movement of
capital for short-term or long-term mvestments over long distances,

All three flows were closely mnterwoven and affected peoples’ lves
mote deeply now than ever before. The interconnections could
zometimes be broken — for example, labour migration was often
more restricted than goods or caprtal flows. Yetit helps us understand
the mneteenth-century world economy better if we look at the

three flows together

2.1 A World Economy Takes Shape

A good place to start is the changing pattern of food production
and consumption i mdustnal Europe. Traditionally, countries hked
to be gelf-sufficient in food But in nineteenth-century Britam,
self-suffictency m food meant lower kving standards and social

conflict Why was this so?

Population growth from the late eighteenth century had increazed
the demand for food grams in Britain: As urban centres expanded
and industry grew, the demand for agncultural products went
up, pushing up food gram pnces. Under pressure from landed
groups, the government also restricted the import of corn. The
laws allowing the govemment to do this were commeonly known as
the ‘Com Laws’. Unhappv with hich food prices, ndustnabsts and

arban dwellers forced the abohtion of the Com Laws.

After the Com Laws were scrapped, food could be imported into
Baotain more cheaply than it could be produced within the country.
British agriculture was unable to compete with imports. Vast areas

of land were now left vncultrrated, and thousands of men and
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women were thrown out of woik The*_r flocked to the cities or

migrated overseas.
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As food prices fell, consumption in Botam rose. From the nud-
nmeteenth century, faster mdustnal growth m Bntam also led to lugher
mcomes, and therefore more food imports. Around the wordd —n
Eastern Burope, Russia, Amenca and Australia — lands were cleared

and food production expanded to meet the Bratich demand.

It was not enough merely to clear lands for agriculture. Railways
were needed to hnk the agncultural regons to the ports. New
harhours had to be built and old ones ezpanded to ship the new
cargoes. People had to settle on the lands to bong them under
cultivation: This meant butlding homes and settlements. All theze
actrvities in turn required capital and labour. Capatal flowed from
financial centres such as London. The demand forlabour in places
where labour was in short supply — a3 1 Amenea and Austraha —

led to mose migration.

Nearly 50 mullion people ermgrated from BEurcpe to Amernica and
Awustraha m the nmeteenth century. All over the world some 130
mullion are extirmated to have left their homes, croszed oceans and

vast diztances over land in search of a better future.

R e R

Fyg. 6 — Emigrant ship leaving for the US, by
M. W. Ridley., 18685

| Fig. 7 — Irish emigrants waiting to board the ship, by Michael Fitzgerald, 1874
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accompanied by complex changes i labour movement patterns,

caprtal flows, ecologes and technology Food no longer came from Prepare a flow chart to show how Britain’s
decision o import food led fo increased

a nearby willage or town, but from thousands of miles away. It was S LR
migration to America and Austraiia.

not grown by a peasant tilling his own land, but by an agricultural
worker, perhaps recently arrved, who was now working on alarge
farm that only a generation ago had most hkelr been a forest. It was
transported by rallway, budt for that very purpose; and by shaps
which were mcreasingly manned in these decades by low—paid
wotkers from southern Burope, Asiaz Africa and the Canibbean

America from Ireland. Write a paragraph on why you chose to’

Some of this dramatic change, though on a smaller scale, occurred
closer home 1 west Punjab. Here the Brtizh Indian sovernment
bult a network of irnpation canals to transform semi-desert wastes
into fertile agricultural lands that could grow wheat and cotton for
export The Canal Colonies, as the areas irngated by the new canals
were called, were settled by peasants from other parts of Pumjab.

Of course, food 13 merely an example. A similar story can be told
for cotton, the cultrration of which expanded worldwide to feed
Botish textile mulls:. Or rubber Indeed, o rapidly did regional
speciabsation in the production of commeodities develop, that
between 1820 and 1914 woxld trade 1= estimated to have multiphed
23 to 40 times. Nearly 60 per cent of this trade compnsed “pomary
products’ — that 1=, agricultural products such as wheat and cotton,

and rmunerals such as coal

2.2 Role of Technology

What was the role of technology in all this? The raihways, steamships
the telegraph, for example, were inportant inventions without
which we cannotimagme the transformed nineteenth-century world.
But technological advances were often the result of larger social,

poltical and econonuc factors. For example, colomsation stimulated
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new investments and improvements m transport: faster rallways,
Lighter wagons and larger ships helped move food mere cheaply
and quickly from farawav farms to final markets.
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Fg. 8 — The Smithfield Club
Cattle Show, llustrated London
News, 7857.

Cattle were traded at fairs, brought
by farmers for sale. One of the
oldest ivestock markets in London
was al Smithfield. in the mid-
nineteenth century @ huge poultry
and mesai market was established
near the raffway ling connecting
Smithfield to alf the meat-supplying
centres of the country:

The trade m meat offers a good example of this connected process.
Till the 1870s, anumals were shipped bve from America to Europe
and then slaughtered when they aroved there. Buthve amimals tock
up alot of ship space. Many also died m vovage, fellill, lost weight,
or became unfit to eat Meat was hence an expensrve haxury beyond
the reach of the European poor. High pricez in turn kept demand
and production down until the development of a new technology,
namely, refngerated ships which enabled the transport of perishable
foods over long distances.

MNow animals were slaughtered for food at the starting pomt —in
America, Austraba or New Zealand — and then transported to
Europe as frozen meat. This reduced shipping costs and lowered
meat poces in Burope. The poor m Europe could now consume
a more varied diet. To the earlier monotony of bread and potatoes
many, though not all, could now add meat (and butter and eggs)

to their diet. Better kving conditions promoted social peace within

: ok Fig. 9 — Meat being loaded on to the ship,
the country and support for mpenahism abroad. Alexandra, lllustrated London News, 1878

Export of meat was possible onfy after ships
were refrigerated.

2.3 Late mineteenth-century Colonialism

Trade flounizhed and markets expanded m the late muneteenth
century. But this was not only a peniod of expanding trade and
mcreased prospenty. It is important to reahse that there was a
darker zide to this process. In many parts of the world, the
expansion of trade and a closer relationship with the world
economy also meant a loss of freedoms and hvebhoods. Late-

nineteenth-century European conquests produced many pamnful
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economic, social and ecological changes through which the

colonized zocieties were brought mto the world economsy.
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Look at 2 map of Africa (Fig 10). You wall
see some countries’ borders run straight as
if they were drawn using a ruler Well, i fact
this was almost how oval Buropean powers
in Africa drew up the borders demarcating
their respective terntones. In 1885 the big
European powers met in Berin to complete

the carving up of Africa between them.

Brtan and France made vast additions to
their overzeas terntones in the late nmeteenth
centory. Belgum and Germany became new
colonial powers. The US also became a
colomial power i the late 1890z by taking

oversome colonies earhier held br Spain.

Let us look at one example of the destructive
impact of colomalizm on the economy and

Lvelthoods of colonized people.

Box 2

SPANISH : e B
MOROCCO _ - b

EGYFT
i
o

ERITREA FRENCH

ANGLO- CSCMALILAND
" L EGYPTIAN _
FORT NIGERIA i 0aAN BRTISH
GUINEA ! _
SIERRA i m,_w;;
LEONE L S
CONGO EHlTlEH: v
it b 4 EAST AFRICA
Lot 'L -
ATLANTIC », EAST AFRICA
OCEAN
NORTHERN || "ﬂRTUG'-’ESF—
| RHODESIA EASTAFRICA
SOUTHERN | 7
BELGAN
o BEITSE SDUTHWEET RHODESIA -
GERMAN AFRICA ’
TTALIAN
PORTIEFLESE
ZRAM EH
N BRITEEH DOMIMION

Fig. 10 — Map of colonial Africa at the end of the nineteenth century.

Sir Henry Morton Stanley in Central
Africa

Stanley was a journalist and explorer sent
by the New York Herald to find Livingston,
2 missionary and explorer whio had been in
Africa for several years. Like other European
and American explorers of the time, Stanley
went with arms, mobilised local hunters,
warriors and labourers to help him, fought
with local tribes, investigated African
terrains, and mapped different regions.
These explorations helped the conguest
of Africa. Geographical explorations were
not driven by an innocent search for
scientific information. They were directly
linked to imperial projects.
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Mustrated London News, 18771,
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2.4 Rinderpest, or the Cattle Plague

In Africa in the 1890z, a fast-spreading diseaze of cattle plague
or onderpest had a teenifying impact on people’s livelihoods
and the local economy. Thiz 13 a pood example of the
widespread European impenial impact on colomsed societies.
It shows how in this era of conquest even a disease affecting
cattle reshaped the lives and fortunes of thousands of people
and their relations with the reat of the world.

Historically, Afnca had abundant land and a selatively small
population. For centunes, land and lrestock sustained African
brelihoods and people rarely worked fora wage. In late-
mneteenth-century Afnica there were few consumer poods that
wages could buw. If vou had been an African possessing land
and lrestock —and there was plenty of both —you too wounld

have seen hittle reason to work fora wage.

In the late nineteenth century, Europeans were attracted to

Fig. 12 — Transport to the Transvaal gold mines,
The Graphic, 1887

Crossing the Wilge river was the quickest method of
transport to the gold fields of Transvaal. After the
discovery of gold in Witwatersrand, Europeans
rushed to the region despite their fear of disease and
death, and the difficulties of the journey. By the
18905, South Africa contributed over 20 per cent of
the world gold production.

Africa due to its vast rezources of land and minerals. Buropeans

came to Africa hoping to establish plantation: and munes to

produce crops and munerals for ezport to Burope. But there

waz an unexpected problem — a shortage of labour willing to

work for wages.

Emplovers used many methods to recrust and retam labour Heavy

taxzes were imposed which could be paid onlv by working for wapes

on plantations and mumes. Inhertance laws were changed so that
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Fig. 132 — Diggers at work
in the Transvaal gold frelds
in South Africa, The
Graphic, 1875
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peasants were dizplaced from land: only one member of 2 family
was allowed to mhent land, as a result of which the others were
pushed into the labour market Mineworkers were alzo confined in

compounds and not allowed to move about freely

Then came nnderpest, a devastating cattle disease.

Binderpest arrved 1n Afnca in the late 1880z It was carned by
mfected cattle imported from Brtish Asia to feed the Ttalian soldiers
mwading Eritrea i Bast Afnca BEnterme Africa m the east imderpest
moved west ke forest fire’, reaching Afnea’s Atlantic coastm 1892,
It reached the Cape (Africa’ southernmost tip] frve years later. Along
the war onderpest killed 90 per cent of the cattle_

Theloss of cattle destroved African Ivelhoods. Planters, mine owners
and colomal governments now successfully monopohsed what scarce
cattle resources remamed, to strensthen their power and to force
Africans into the labour market. Control over the scarce rezource

of cattle enabled European colonizers to conquer and subdue Afnca

Simmlar stories can be told about the smpact of Western conquest on

other parts of the mneteenth-century world.

2.4 Indentured Labour Migration from India

The example of indentured labour sugration from India al:o
ilhastrates the two-sided nature of the nineteenth-century world.
It was a world of faster economuc growth as well as great misery,
higher mcomes for some and poverty for others, technolomeal

advances in some areas and new forms of coercion in others.

In the nineteenth century, hundreds of thousands of Indian and
Chinese labourers went to work on plantations, i mines and in
road and rahway construction projects around the world. In India,
indentured labourers were hired under contracts which promized

return travel to Indsa after they had worked five vears on their
emplovers plantation.

Mozt Indian indentured workers came from the present-dav remons
of eastern Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, central India and the dry distrcts
of Tamil Nadu. In the mid-nineteenth century these regions
expenenced many changes — cottage mdustries dechned. land rents
rose, lands were cleared formmes and plantations. All this affected
the lives of the poor: they failed to pay their rents, became deeply

indebted and were forced to migrate in search of work
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Indentured labour— A bonded labourer under
contract to work for an emplover for a specific
amount of fime, to pav off his passage toa

new r:ountqr or home
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The man destinations of Indian mmdentured
migrants were the Canbbean islands (mainly
Tonidad, Guvana and Sunnam) Mauntios and Fip.
Closer home, Tamil migrants went to Cevlon and
Malava. Indentured workers were also recrusted
for tea plantations in Assam.

Recruitment was done by agents engaced by
emplovers and paid a small commission Many
migrants agreed to take up work hopmng to escape
poverty or oppression m their home willages.
Agents also tempted the prospectrre muprants

by providing false mformation about final

destinations, modes of travel, the nature of the

work, and living and wodking conditions. Often TG early IR ChlTY.

mgrants were not even told that they were to embark on a long
sea vovage. Sometime: agents even forcibly abducted less
wilhng migrants.

Nineteenth-century indenture has been dezerbed as a ‘new system
of slavery’. On arnival at the plantations, labourers found conditions
to be different from what they had imagined. Living and working

conditions were harsh, and there were few legal rights.

Butworkers discovered their own warvs of survming. Many of them
escaped mto the wilds, though 1f caught they faced severe pumshment
Others developed new forms of mdmdual and collective self-
ezpression, blending different cultural forms, old and new In
Trinidad the annual Muharram procession was transformed into a
notous camival called Hoszay’ (for Imam Hussam) in which workers
of all races and relimons jomed. Sinularly, the protest rebgion of
Bastafananism {made famous by the Jamaican regeae star Bob
Marley) 15 also said to reflect social and cultural links with Indian
nugrants to the Canbbean. ‘Chutney music’, popular in Tumdad
and GGuvana, 13 another creatrre contemporary expression of the
post-indenture expenience. These forms of cultural fusion are part
of the making of the global world, where things from different
place: get mixed, lose their onginal charactenstics and become
something entirely new:

Mostindentured workers staved on after their contracts ended, or
returned to their new homes aftera short spell m India Consequently,
there are large commumities of people of Indian descent in theze

countries. Have you heard of the Nobel Pnze-winning wnter
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Discuss
Discuss the importance of language and

popular traditions in the ¢reabion of national
identity.

Fig. 15 — Indentured laboureres photographed
for identification.

For the empfoyers; the numbers and not the
names mattered.
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V_5. Naipaul” Some of vou may have followed the explosts of West
Indies cncketers Shronanne Chanderpaul and Raminaresh Sarwan
If vou have wondered why their names sound vaguely Indian, the
answer 15 that they are dezcended from indentured Iabour migrants
from India.

From the 1900z India’s nationiakst leaders began oppoamng the system
of mdentured labour mmpgration as abusive and cruel It was abolished
m 1921 Yet for a number of decades afterwards, descendants of
Indian indentured workers, often thought of as ‘cockes’, remamed
an uneasy munornty m the Canbbean islands. Some of Napaul's

early novels capture their sense ofloss and alienation.

2.5 Indian Entrepreneurs Abroad

Growing food and other crops for the world market required
capital Large plantations could borrow it from banks and markets.
Butwhat about the humble peasant?

Enter the Indian banker Do vou know of the Shikaripur: shroffs
and Nattukottas Chettiars? They were amongst the many groups
of bankers and traders who financed export apriculture in Central
and Southeast Asia using esther thesr own funds or those borrowed
trom European banks They had a sophisticated system to transfer
monet over large distances, and even developed indigenous forms

of corporate orgamsation.

Indian traders and monevlenders alzo followed BEuropean colomsers
mto Afnica. Hyderabads Sindb traders, however, ventured bevond
European colonies. From the 1860z they established flourishing
empora at busy ports worldwide, selling local and imported cunios
to tounsts whose numbers were begnming to swell, thanks to the
development of safe and comfortable passengervessels.

2.6 Indian Trade, Colonialism and the Global System

Histoncally, fine cottons produced m Indsa were exported to Europe.
With mdustnahsation, Botish cotton manufacture began to expand,
and industrsalists pressunised the sovernment to restrict cotton
mmports and protect local mdustres. Tanffs were imposed on cloth
imports mto Britan Consequently, the mflow of fine Indian cotton
began to dechne.

From the early nineteenth century, Brtish manufacturers also began
to seek overseas markets for their cloth. Excluded from the Botish
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“;-:rjg'. 16 — A contract form of an indentured
labourer.

Source A

The testimony of an indentured labourer

Extract from the testimony of Ram Marain
Tewary, an indentured labourer who spent ten
years on Demerara in the early twentieth century.

* .. in spite of my best efforts, I could not properly
do the works that were allotted to me ... In a
few days I got my hands bruised all over and 1
could not go to work for a week for which I was
prosecuted and sent to jail for 14 days. ... new
emigrants find the tasks allotted to them
extremely heavy and cannot complete them in
a day. ... Deductions are also made from wages
if the work is considered to have been done
unsatisfactorily. Many people cannot therefore
eamn their full wages and are punished in various
ways. In fact, the labourers have to spend their
period of indenture in great trouble

Source: Department of Commerce and Industry,
Emigration Branch. 1916
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Fig. 17 — East India Company House, London.
This was the nerve centre of the worldwide operations of the East India Company.

market by taniff barners, Indian textiles now faced shff competibon
i1 other international markets If we look at the fipures of exports
from India, we see a steady decline of the share of cotton textiles:
from some 30 per centaround 1800 to 13 per cent by 1813, Br the
1870s this proportion had dropped to below 3 per cent.

What, then, did India export? The figures agan tell a dramatic
storv. While exports of manufactuze: declhned rapudly, export of
raw matenials increased equally fast. Between 1812 and 1871, the
share of raw cotton exports rose from 3 per cent to 35 per cent.

Indigo used for dveing cloth was another important export for

Fig. 18 — A distant view of Surat
and its river.

Al through the seventeenth and early
eighteenth centuries, Surat remained
the main cenire of overseas trade in
the western Indian Ocearn.
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many decades. And. as vou have read last vear, opium shipments to
China grew rapadlv from the 1820s to become for a whale Indias
aingle larpest export. Botan grew opmum in India and exported it to
China and, with the money earned through this sale, it financed its

tea and other imports from China

Orver the mineteenth century, Batish manufactures flooded the Indian
market Food gram and raw material exports from India to Batam
and the rest of the world mcreazed But the value of British exports
to India was much higher than the value of Brtish imports from
India. Thus Brtan had a “trade surplos” with India Brtam used this
surplus to balance its trade deficits with other countres — that s,
wath countnes from which Batain was importing more than it was
selling to. This 13 how a multilateral settlement system works — it
allows one country’s deficit with another country to be settled
by itz surplus with a third country. By helping Britan balance its
deficitz, Indsa plaved a crucial role i the late-mneteenth-century

world economy

Botan's trade surplus in India also helped pay the so-called ‘home
charges’ that mcluded private remittances home by Brotish officials

and traders, interest pavments on India’s external debt. and pensions

of British officals in India.
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The Inter-war Economy

The First Woxld War (1914-18) was mainly fought in Europe. But
itz impact was felt around the world. Notably for our concems
m this chapter; 1t plunged the first half of the twentieth century
mto a crms that took over three decades to overcome. Dunng
thiz period the world expenenced widespread economc and

poklitical instabibity, and another catastrophic war

3.1 Wartime Transformations

The First World War, as you know, was fought between two power
blocs. On the one side were the Allies — Batam France and Buszm
(later yomned by the TUS); and on the opposite side were the Central
Powers — Germany, Austria-Hungary and Ottoman Turker. When
the war bepan m August 1914, many governments thought st would

be over by Chostmas It lasted more than four years.

The First World War was 2 war like no other before. The fighting
wvolred the world leading industrial nations which now
hamessed the vast powers of modem mndustry to mnflct the greatest

possible destruction on their enenmes.

This war was thus the first modern industral war It saw the vae
of machine gouns, tanks, aircraft, chemical weapons, etc. on a
mazsrve scale. These were all increasmely products of modern large-
scale mdustey: To fight the war, mullions of soldiers
had to be recruited from around the word and

moved to the fronthnes on larpe ships and trams.
The scale of death and destruction — 9 rmllion dead
and 20 mullion injured —was unthinkable before the

mdusztnal age, wathout the uze of mdustnal arms

Mozt of the killed and maimed were men of
working age. These deaths and mjuries reduced the
able-bodied workforce i Europe. With fewer
numbers within the family, household mcomes
dechned after the war

Dunng the war, industnes were restructured to

produce war-related goods. Entire societies were

alzo reorganized for war — as men went to battle,

Fig. 20 — Workers in @ munition factory during the First World
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men were expe cted to do. Froduction of armaments increased rapidly to meet war demands.
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The war led to the snapping of economic links between some of
the world’s larpest economic powers which were now fighting
each other to pav for them. So Botam borrowed large sums
of money from 1JS banks as well as the US public. Thus the war
transformed the US from being an mmternational debtor to an
mnternational creditor In other words, at the war’s end, the US and
its citizens owned more overseas assets than foreign sovernments

and citizens owned in the TUS.

3.2 Post-war Recovery

Post-war economic recovery proved difficult. Botain, which was
the world’: leading economy m the pre-war penod, mn particular
faced a prolonged cosis. While Botan was precccupied with war,
industries had developed in India and Japan. After the war Botan
found it difficult to recapture stz earher position of dommnance i
the Indian market, and to compete with Japan internationally.
Moreover, to finance war expenditures Botam had borrowed hiberally
from the US. This meant that at the end of the war Botain was

burdened with huge external debts.

The war had led to an econonuc boom, that 15, to a large increazen
demand, production and emplovment. When the war boom ended,
production contracted and wnemplovment increased. At the
same time the government reduced bloated war expenditures to
baong them into hne with peacetime revenmes. These developments
led to huge job losses —in 1921 one m every five Butish workers
was out of work Indeed, anziety and uncertamnty about work

became an enduring part of the post-war scenano.

Many agricultural econones were also m crizis: Consider the caze
of wheat producers. Before the war, eastern Burope was a major
supplier of wheat i the world market. When this supply was
disrupted dunne the war, wheat production 1 Canada, America
and Awvstraha expanded dramatically. But once the war was over,
production i eastern Europe revived and created a glutm wheat
output. Gran prces fell, rural incomes dechined. and farmers fell

deeper into debt.

3.3 Rise of Mass Production and Consumption

In the US, recovery was quicker We have already seen how the war

helped boost the US economy. Aftera short period of economie
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trouble i the vears after the war, the US economy resumed
its strong growth m the eardy 1920s.

One mmportant featore of the US economy of the 1920s
was mass production. The move towards mass production
had bepun in the late nineteenth century, butn the 1920z 1t
became a charactensstic feature of mdustnal production in
the US. A well-known pioneer of mass production was the
car manufacturer Henry Ford. He adapted the aszembly line
of a Chicapgo slaughterhouse (in whach slaughtered animals
were picked apart by butchers as they came down a converor
belt} to ks new car plant in Detroit. He realised that the
*aszembly hne’ method would allowa faster and cheaper way
of producing vehicles. The assembly hine forced workers to

& % : Fig. 21 — T-Model automabifes lined up ourside the
repeat a ungle task mechameally and continuously —such as factory.

fitting a particular part to the car —at a pace dictated by the

conveyor belt. This was a way of increasing the output per worker
by speeding up the pace of work. Standing in froat of a conveyor
belt no worker could afford to delay the motions, take a break or
even have a friendly word with a workmate. As a result, Henry
Ford’s cars came off the assembly kne at three-minute intervals a

speed much faster than that achieved by previous methods. The T-
Model Ford was the world’s first mass-produced car.

At first workers at the Ford factory were unable to cope with the
ztress of working on assembly hnes m which they could not control
the pace of work. 5o thev qutin larce numbers. In desperation
Ford doubled the daily wage to $5 in January 1914, At the same
time he banned trade unions from operating i hes plants.

Henry Ford recovered the lngh wage by repeatedly speeding up
the production kne and forcing workers to work ever harder 3o
much zo, he would soon descrbe iz decision to double the daily

wage as the ‘best cost-cutting demision” he had evermade.

Fordist industnial practices soon spread in the US. Thev were also
widely copied i Europe 1 the 1920s. Mass production lowered
costs and prices of engineered goods. Thanks to hicher wages,
more workers could now afford to purchasze durable consumer
goods such as cars. Car production m the US rose from 2 mullion in
1919 to more than 5 million 1n 1929 Similacly, there was a spurt
in the purchaze of refrigerators, washing machines, radios,

sramophone plavers, all through a svstem of ‘hire purchasze’ (1eon
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credit repaid in weekly or monthly instalments). The demand
tor refngerators, washing machines, etc. was also fuelled bya boom
i house construction and home ownership, financed once again
by loans.

The housing and consumer boom of the 1920s created the basis of
prospenty m the US. Larpe mvestments in housing and household
coods seemed to create a cyele of higher emplovment
and incomes, nang consumption demand, more investment. and

vet more employment and incomes.

In 1923, the US resumed exporting capatal to the rest of the world
and became the largest overseas lender US imposts and capital
exports also boosted European recovery and world trade and

income growth over the next sx vears.

All this, however, proved too good to last. Br 1929 the world
would be plunged into a depression such as it had never

expenienced before.

3.4 The Great Depression

The Great Depreszion began around 1929 and lasted till the mad-
1930s. Dunng this period most parts of the world experienced
catastrophic ‘dechnes m production, emplorment, mcomes and
trade. The exzact timing and impact of the depression varied
across countnes. But m general agncultural repions and commumties
were the worst affected. Thiz was becavze the fzll
in agncultural poces was greater and mose prolonged than that
n the prices of mdustrial poods.

The depression was caused by 2 combination of zeveral factors We
have already seen how fragile the post-war world economy was.
First: agnicultural overproduction remained a problem. This was
made worse by falbng agrncultural prices. As prices shamped and
aorcultural incomes declined, farmers tried to expand production
and bring a larger volume of produce to the market to mamtam
thesr overall income. This worsened the glut in the market, pushing

down prices even further Farm produce rotted for a lack of buvers.

Second: m the rmd-1920s, many countries financed therr mrestments
through loans from the US. While it was often extremely easy to
rmse loans m the US when the poing was good, US overzeas lenders
panicked at the first sign of trouble. In the first half of 1928, US
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Box 3

Fig. 22 — Migrant agricultural worker's family,
homeless and hungry, during the Great
Depression, 1936. Courtesy: Library of Congress.

Prints snd Fhotographs Division.

Mzny years later, Dorothea Lange; the
photographer who shot this picture, recollected
the moement of her encounter with the
hungry maother:

'I saw and approached the hunary and desperate
mother, as if drawn by a magnet ... I did not ask
her name or her history. She told me her age,
that she was thirty-two. She said that they
{i.e., she and her seven children) had been living
on frozen vegetables from the surrounding fields,
and birds that the children killed ... There she
sat ... with her chiidren huddled around her,
and seemed to know that my pictures might
help her, and so she helped me ..

From: Popular Photography, February 1960,
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overseas loans amounted to over $ 1 billion. A vear later it was one
quarter of that amount. Countries that depended crucually on US

loans new faced an acote crsis.

The withdrawal of US loans affected much of the rest of the world,
though in different wavs. In Burope it led to the failure of zome
major banks and the collapse of currencies such as the Batish pound
sterling. In Latin Amenca and elsewhere it intensified the slump
i agricultural and raw matenial prices. The US attempt to protect
itz economy m the depression by doubling import duties alzo dealt

another severe blow to world trade.

The 15 was also the industral country most severely affected by
the depression. With the fall in prices and the prospect of a
depression, US banks had also slashed domestic lending and
called back Ioans. Farmes could not zell their harvests, houzeholds
were ruined, and businesses collapsed. Faced with falling
meomes, many households m the US could not repay what they had
borrowed, and were forced to grve up theirhomes, cars and other
consumes durables. The consumenst prospenty of the 1920z now

disappeared in a puff of dust. Az unemplovment soared, people
trudged long distances locking for anv work they could find.
Ultimately, the US banking system itzelf collapsed. Unable to
recover investments, collect loans and repay depositors, thousands
of banks went bankrupt and were forced to close. The numbers
are phenomenal: by 1933 over 4,000 banks had closed and
between 1920 and 1932 about 110, 000 compames had collapsed.

Bv 1933, a modest econormic recovery was under way i most
mdustral countries. But the Great Depression’s wader effects on
socety, poliics and international relations, and on peoples” nunds,

proved more enduring

3.5 India and the Great Depression

If we look at the impact of the depression on India we realize
how mtegrated the global economy had become by the early
twentieth century. The tremors of a coisisin one part of the world
were quickly relaved to other parts, affecting lives, economies and

societes worldwide.

In the nineteenth century, as vou have seen; colonial India had become
an exporter of agncultural goods and importer of manufactures.

The depression immediately affected Indian trade. India’s exports

138

".l'-'.-y. 23 — People fining up for unemplfoyment

benefits; US, photograph by Dorothea Lange.,
1838 Courtesy: Library of Congress, Prints and
Photographs Division.

When an unemployment census showed

10 million people out of work, the local
government in many US states began making
small alfowances o the unempioyed. These long
gueties came o symbolize the poverty and
unempioyment of the depression years.
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and imports neardy halved between 1928 and 1934, As international
prices crashed, poces n Indsa alzo plunged Between 1928 and 1934,
wheat prices i India fell by 50 per cent.

Peaszants and farmers suffered more than urban dwellers. Though
agricultural prces fell sharply, the colomial government refused to
reduce reverme demands. Peasants producing for the world market

were the worst hut.

Consider the jute producers of Bengal They grew raw jute that was
processed in factones for export in the form of gunny bags. But
as gunny exports collapsed, the price of raw jute crashed more than
60 per cent. Peasants who borrowed in the hope of better times or
to mcrease outputin the hope of hugher incomes faced ever lower
prices, and fell deeper and deeper into debt. Thus the Bengal jute
growers’ lament:

goowr moge jte, brothers, with the hope of greater cash.

Costz and debts of yote wall mske vour hopes get dashed.

When vou have spent all vour money and got the crop off the groond,
... traders, sithng 2t home, @l pay only Bs 3 a maand.

Across India, peasants’ mdebtedness increased Ther used up thesr
savings, mortgaged lands, and sold whatever jewellery and precious
metals they had to meet their ezpenses. In these depression years,
India became an exporter of precious metals, notably gold.
The famous economust John Marnard Kevnes thought that Indian
gold exports promoted global economic recovery. They certanly
helped speed up Britan’s recovery, but did hittle for the Indian peasant
Rural India was thus seethmg with unrest when Mahatma Gandha
launched the civil dischedience movement at the height of the

depressionin 1931,

The depression proved less gnm forurban India Becanse of falling

prices, thoze with fized incomes — say town-dwelling landovwners.

who recerved rents and nmddle-class salaried emplovees —now found
themselves better off. Evervthmg costless Industrnal mvestment also
grew as the govemment extended tanff protection to mdustres,

under the pressure of nationabist opimion.
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Wher profits from jute cultivation according to the
jute growers’ lament? Explain.
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.4 Rebuilding a World Economy: The Post-war Era

The Second World War broke out a mere two decades after the
end of the First World War Itwas foughtbetween the Axmis powers
(mainly Nazi Germany, Japan and Ttaly) and the Allies (Britamn,
France, the Soviet Umion and the US). It was a war waged for s

vears on many fronts, i many places, over land, on sea, m the asr

Omnece agam death and destruction was enormons. At least 60 mullion
people, or about 3 per cent of the worlds 1939 population, are
believed to have been killed, directly or indirectly, as a result of the

war. Milhons more were myured.

Unlike 1n earher wars, most of these deaths took place cutsade the
battlefelds. Many more crvihans than soldiers died from war-selated
causes Vast parts of BEurope and Asia were devastated, and several
cities were destroyed by aenal bombardment or relentless
artllery attacks: The war cansed an mymense amount of economic

devastation and socal disruption. Beconstruction prommsed to

be long and difficult

Two crucal influences shaped post-war [
reconstruction. The first was the UI5%
emerpence as the dominant economc, political
and military power in the Westem world. The
second was the dominance of the Soviet
Urion. It had made huge sacrifices to defeat
Nazi Germany, and transformed itself from
a backward agricultural country mto a world
power during the very vears when the capatahist
world was trapped in the Great Depreszion.

Al

}-Lrg. 24 — German forces atftack Russia, .J'.-.nl'}r 194?
Hitler's attemnpt to invade Russie was & tuming
ooint in the war.

| Fg. 25 — Stalingrad in Soviet Russia devastated by the war.

4.1 Post-war Settlement and the
Bretton Woods Institutions

Economusts and pohticians deew two key leszons from inter-war
economuc expenences. First, an industnal society based on mass
production cannot be sustamed without mass consumption. Butto

ensure mass consumption, there was 2 need for high and stable

mcomes. Incomes could not be stable if employment was unstable.

Thus stable mncomes also required steady, full emplorment

But markets alone could not guarantee full emplorment.

Therefore governments would have to step in to minimise
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fhictuations of price, output and employment. Economic stability

could be ensured only through the mtervention of the government.

The second lesson related to a country’s economic hnks with
the cutside world. The goal of full emplorment could only be
achieved if govemments had power to control flows of goods,

capatal and labour.

Thus in brief, the mam aim of the post-war mternational economic
systemn was to preserve economic stabihty and full emplorment in
the ndusteial world. Its framework was apreed upon at the Unated
Nations Monetary and Financial Conference held in July 1944 at
Bretton Woods m New Hampshire, USA

The Bretton Woods conference estabhzhed the International Monetary
Fund (TMF) to deal with external surpluses and deficits of its member
nations. The International Bank for Reconstruction and Development
(populardy known as the World Bank} was set up to finance post-
war reconstruction. The IMF and the World Bank are referred to
as the Bretton Woods mstitutions or sometimes the Bretton Woods
twimns. The post-war international economic system iz also often

described as the Bretton Woods system

The IMF and the World Bank commenced financial operations
in 1947, Decision-making in these institutions 1z controlled by
the Western mndustnal powers. The US haz an effective nght of

veto over key IMF and Wozld Bank decistons.

The mtemational monetary svstem 13 the system hnling national
currencies and monetary system. The Bretton Woods system was
based on fized exchange rates In this system national currencies,
for ezample the Indian rupee, were pegged to the dollar at a fized
exchange rate. The dollar itself was anchored to gold at a fixed

poce of 833 per ounce of gold.

4.2 The Early Post-war Years

The Bretton Woods svstem maugurated an era of unprecedented
growth of trade and incomes for the Western industnal nations and
Japan. Wotld trade grew annually at over 8 per cent between 1950
and 1970 and imcomes at nearly 3 per cent. The growth was aklo
mostly stable. without large fluctuations. For much of this period
the unemployment rate, for ezample, averaged less than 5 per cent

m most mdustnal countres.

W .
T ":I lﬁ:qlr: |;- !

i B o

o[
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P oiggq ] 1}
s gy UL T

Fig. 26 — Mount Washington Hotel situated in
Gretton Woods, US.

Thizs iz the place where the famous conference
was held.

Discuss

Briefly summarise the two lessons |learnt by
economists and polificians from the inter-war
ECONOMIC experience?
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Thesze decades also saw the worldwide spread of technology and
enterprize. Developing countries were 1n a hurry to catch up with
the advanced industnal countries. Therefore, they mvested vast
amounts of capital mporting industrial plant and equipment

teatunng modern technologw

4.3 Decolonisation and Independence

When the Second World War ended, larpe parts of the world were
still under European colomal rule. Over the next two decades most
colonies in Asia and Africa emerged as free, independent nations.
They weze, howerer, overburdened by poverty and a lack of
resources, and their economies and societies were handicapped by

long peneds of calonial rule.

The IMF and the World Bank were designed to meet the financaal
needs of the industrial countnes. They were not equipped to cope
with the challenge of poverty and lack of developmentin the former
colorues. But as Europe and Japan rapidly rebualt their economues,
thev grew less dependent on the IMF and the World Bank. Thus
from the late 1950z the Bretton Woods mstitations began to shaft
thesr attention more towards developing countries.

As colonies, many of the less developed regions of the world had
been part of Western empires. Now, iromically, as newly mdependent
countries facing urgent pressures to Lft their populations cut of
poverty, they came under the guidance of mternational agencies
domunated by the former colomal powers. Even after many vears
of decolonisation the former colonsal powers atill controlled vital

rescurces such as minerals and land in many of their former colomies.

Large corporations of other powerful countnes. for example the
S, alse often managed to secure nght: to explost developing

countries” natural resources very cheaply

Atthe same time, most developing countries did not benefit from
the fast growth the Western economies expenenced in the 1950z
and 1960:. Therefore they orgamsed themselves as a group — the
Group of 77 {or G-77) — to demand a new mternational economic
order (NIEQ). By the NIEQ they meant a system that would grve
them real control over their natural resources, more development
azsistance, fairer prices for raw matenals, and better access for their

manufactured goods m developed countries” markets.

Box 4

What are MNCs?

Multinational corporations (MMCs) are large
companies that cperate in several countries at
the same time, The first MNCs were established
in the 1920s. Many more came up in the 19505
and 1960s as US businesses expanded worldwide
and Western Europe and Jzpan also recovered
to become powerful industrial economies. The
worldwide spread of MNCs was a notable feature
of the 1950s and 1960s. This was partly because
high import tariffs imposed by different
governments forced MNCs to locate their
manufacturing operations and become 'domestic
producers’ in 25 many countries as passible.

MNew words

Tanff — Tax imposed on a country’s imports
from the rest of the wodd. Tanffs aze
levied at the point of entry; 1.6 at the border
or the sirport
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4.4 End of Bretton Woods and the Beginning of
'‘Globalisation’

Despite vear: of stable and rapid growth, not all was well in
thizs post-war wozld. From the 1960s the rising costs of ite
overseas mvolvements weakened the 1J5% finances and competitive
strength. The UUS dollar now no longer commanded confidence
as the worlds ponecipal currency. It could not mamtain its value
in relation to gold This eventually led to the collapse of the
svstem of fixed exchange rates and the mtroduchon of a system

of floating exchange rates.

From the rmd-1970s the mnternational financial svstem also changed
i1 important wavs. BEarler, developing countries could tum to
mternational mstitutions for loans and development assistance. But
now they were forced to borrow from Western commercial banks
and private lending institutions. This led to peniodic debt crises in
the developing world, and lower incomes and increased poverty,
especuilly m Africa and Latin Amenca.

The mdustnal world was also hit by unemployment that began
pzmy from the oud-1970: and remamed high until the earky 1990s.
From the late 19705 MNCs alzo began to shuft production operations

to low-wage Astan countries.

China had been cut off from the post-war world economy snce
itz revolution i 1949, But new economic poleies i China and
the collapse of the Soviet Union and Soriet-style communism
Eastern Europe brought many countnies back into the fold of the

word economy.

Wages were relatrrely low m countres like China. Thus ther became
attractive destinations for nvestment by foreipn MNCs competing
to capture world markets Have vou noticed that most of the TV,
mobile phones, and tovs we zee i the shops seem to be made in
China? This 15 because of the low-cost structure of the Chinese

economy, mostimportantly its low wages.

The relocation of mdustry to low-wage countries stmulated world
trade and capstal flows. In the last two decades the wodd's economme
geographr has been tranzformed as countres such as India, China

and Brazil have undergone rapid economic transformation.

145

MNew words

Exchange rates — They knk national currencies
for purposes of international trade. There are
broadly two kind: of exchange rates: fized
exchange rate and floating exchange rate
Pimed exchange rates —When exchanee rates
are fiixed and governments mtervene to prevent
movements i1 them

Flemible or floating exchange rates— These rates
flactuate depending on demand and supply of
curzercies m foreipn exchanpe marlkets, in

ponciple without interference by govemments
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Write in brief

1. Give two examples of different types of global exchanges which took place before the
seventeenth century, choosing one example from Asia and one from the Americas.
2. Explain how the global transfer of disease in the pre-modem world helped in the
colonisation of the Americas.
3. Whnte a note to explain the effects of the following:
a) The Bntish government’s decision to abolish the Com Laws.
b) The coming of nnderpest to Africa.
c) The death of men of working-age in Europe because of the Worid War.
d) The Great Depression on the Indian economy.
e) The decision of MNCs to relocate production to Asian countries.
Give two examples from history to show the impact of technology on food availability.

What is meant by the Bretton Woods Agreement?

Discuss

6. Imagine that you are an indentured Indian labourer in the Caribbean. Drawing from the
details in this chapter, write a letter to your family describing your life and feelings.

7. Explain the three types of movements or flows within intemational economic
exchange. Find one example of each type of flow which involved India and Indians,
and write a short account of it.

Explain the causes of the Great Depression.

Explain what is referred to as the G-77 countries. In what ways can G-77 be seen as
a reaction to the activiies of the Bretion Woods twins?

Find out more about gold and diamond mining in South Africa in the nineteenth century.
Whao controlled the gold and diamond companies? Who were the miners and what were
their lives like?

50
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The Age of Industrialisation

gl T

-Hb. 1 — Dawn of the Cemury,. published by E.T. Paull Music Co._,
New York, England, 1300.

In 1900, a popular music publisher E.T. Paull produced a music
book that had a picture on the cover page announcing the Dawn
of the Century’ (Fig. 1). As vou can see from the illustration. at the
centre of the picture 13 a goddess-hike figure_the angel of progress,
bearing the flag of the new century. She s gently perched on awheel
with wings, stmbohsing ttme. Her flicht is tabmg her into the future.
Floating about, behind her, are the sions of progress: rallway, camera,
machmes, pomting press and factory.

This glonfication of machmes and technolopy 1z even more marked
i a picture which appeared on the pages of a trade magazine over
2 hundred vears ago (Fig: 2). It shows too masicians. The one at the
top 13 Aladdin from the Onent who built a beautiful palace with his

(Ri Rt

MNew words

Oumnent — The countries to the east of
the Mediterranean usually referomp to
Asia The term arizes out of 2 western
wiewpomt that sees this repion as pre-
modem, traditional and mystenous
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magic lamp. The one at the bottom is the modern mechanic, who
with his modern tocls weaves a new magic: bualds bodges, ships,
towwers and hich-nse buildmes. Aladdin iz shown as reprezenting the
East and the past, the mechanic stands for the West and modermity.

These images offer us a tnumphant account of the modern word.
Within this account the modem wodd 1z azsociated with rapad
technologeal change and mmovations, mackones and factones, rathwavs
and steamshaps. The history of induostriabsation thus becomes simply
a story of development, and the modern age appears as a wonderful

ke of technolopical progress.

Thesze images and associations have now become part of popular

imagmmation. Do you not see raprd industrahization as a time of

progress and modemity? Do vou not think that the spread of rathways
and factories, and construction of high-nize buildings and bodpes 1s

a sagn of society’s development?

How have these rmages developed? And how do we relate to theze
ideas? Is mdustralizsation alway: bazed on rapid technological
development? Can we today continue to glonify continuous
mechamsation of all work? What has industoalbization meant to
people’s ves? To answer such questions we need to turn to the

hiztory of industrialisation

In this chapter we willlook at this lustory by focusing first on Britan,

the first ndustnal nation, and then India, where the pattern of

industrial change was conditioned br colomal rule.

Give two examples where modem development that is associated
with progress has led to problems. You may like to think of areas
related to environmental Esues, nuclear weapons or disease.

Fig. 2 — Two Magicians, publisfred in Inland
Printers, 26 January 1901.
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Before the Industrial Revolution

All too often we associate mndostoazhzation with the growth of
tactory mdustrv. When we talk of ndustoal production we refer
to factorv production. When we talk of mdustrial workers we
mean factory workers Histories of mdustnalization very often begin
with the sethng up of the first factones

There iz a problem with such ideas Even before factoriez began to

dot the landscape in Encland and BEurope, there was larpe-zcale o TN

mdustnal production for an intemational market This wasnotbased  Prggg— Indicating the first or eardy form

on factories. Many historian: now refer to thiz phase of of something

mndustoabisation as proto-industeabisation.

I the seventeenth and eighteenth centunes, merchants from the towns
in Burope began moving to the countryside, supplying money to
peasants and artisans, persuading them to produce for an intemational
market With the expansion of world trade and the acquisition of
colonies m different parts of the world, the demand for goods
bezan growme But merchants could not expand production wathin
towns. This was because here urban crafts and trade guilds were
powerful. These were associations of producers that traned
craftzpeople, mamntained control over production, regulated
competition and prices, and restricted the entry of new people mto
the trade. Rulers granted different puild: the monopely
night to produce and trade in specific products. It was

therefore difficult for new merchants to set up
business m towns. So they turned to the countrysde.

In the countryside poor peasants and artizans began
working for merchants. As you have seen m the
textbook last vear, thiz was a time when open fields

-

were dizappearing and commons were being
enclosed Cottarers and poor peazants who had earher
depended on commen lands for their survival,
gathering their firewood, bernes, vegetables hayand
straw;, had to now look for alternatrre zources of
income. Many had tiny plots of land which could not
provide work for all members of the household. So

when merchants came around and offered advances

Fig. 3 — Spinning in the eighteenth century.
You can see each member of the family involved in the
to produce goods for them, peasant household: | production of varn. Notice that one wheel is moving only one

eagerly agreed. Br working for the merchants, they Spiiee:
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could remam in the countryside and continue to cultrrate their small
plots. Income from proto-sndustaal production supplemented thesr
shonking mecome from cultrration It also allowed them a fuller uze
of their farmily labour resources.

Withan this system a close relationship developed between the town
and the countryside. Merchants were based in towns but the work
was done mostly m the countrrsde. A merchant clothier m England
purchased wool from a wool stapler, and carried it to the spmners;
the vamn ({thread) that was spun was taken in subsequent stages
of production to weavers, fullers, and then to dvers. The finishing
was done i London befoze the export merchant sold the cloth in
the mnternational market London in fact came to be known as a

fimshme centre.

This proto-industrial system was thus part of a network of
commercial exchanges Itwas controlled by merchants and the goods
were produced by a vast number of producers worhing within
their farmly farms not in factores At each stage of production 20
to 25 workers were emploved by each merchant This meant that

each clothier was controlling hundreds of workers.

1.1 The Coming Up of the Factory

The earliest factories in England came up by the 1730s. But
was only in the late eighteenth century that the number of

factones multiphed.

The first symbol of the new era was cotton. Its production boomed
m the late mneteenth century. In 1760 Botan was importing 2.3
million pounds of raw cotton to feed its cotton industey. By 1787
this import soared to 22 million pounds. This increase was bnked to
a number of changes withm the process of production Letuslock

briefly at some of these.

A zepes of inventions in the eighteenth century increased the efficacy
of each step of the production process (carding, twisting and
spannine. and rolling). Thev enhanced the output per worker, enabling
eazch worker to produce more, and they made possible the
preduction of stronges threads and vam. Then Richard Adkwnght
created the cotton mull Till thus time, as vou have seen, cloth
production was spread all over the countrrside and carned cut within
village households. But now, the costly new machines could be
purchased, set up and mamtaned m the mmll Withm the amll all the

158

MNew words

Stapler — A person who “staples’ oz sorts wool
according to its fibre

Fuller — A person who fulls’ — thatis sathers
— cloth by pleating

Carding — The process in which fibres, suchas
cotton orwool, are prepared prior to spinming

Fig. 4 — A Lancashire cotton null, painted by
& E. Turner, The lllustrated London News,
1925,

The artist zaid: "Seen through the humid
aimosphere that makes Lancashire the best
cotton-sginning focality i the world, 8 huge
coftorn-mill aglow with electricity in the
twilight. Is 8 most impressive sight.”
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processes were brought together under one roof and management.

Thus allowed a mose careful supervizion over the production process,

awatch over quality, and the regulation of labous, all of which had The way in which historians focus on

been difficult to do when production was in the countryside. industrialisation rather than on small
workshops is 2 good example of how what we
believe today about the past is influenced by
what historians choose to notice and what they
ignore. Note down one event or aspect of your
that contemporanes were dazzled. They concentrated their attention own fife whiich aciults Such as your parents or
on the mmlls, almost forpetting the brlanes and the wodsshops whete teachers may think s unimpartant, but which
production stll continued. you believe io be important.

In the early mneteenth century, factories increazingly hecame an
mtimate part of the Enghsh landscape. So visible were the imposng
new rulls, so magical seemed to be the power of new technology,

Fig. 5 — Industrial Manchester by M. Jackson, The lllestrated London News, 1857
Chimneys billowing smoke came to characterise the industrial landscape.

3

1.2 The Pace of Industrial Change

How rapad was the process of mdustnaksation” Does industnabsation
Look at Figs. 4 and 5. Can you see any

difference in the way the two images show
First: The most dmamic mdustries in Britain were cleady cotton and industrialisation? Explain your view briefly.

mean only the growth of factorv mdustnes?

metals. Growmng at a rapsd pace, cotton was the leading sector m the
first phaze of industrsalisation up to the 1840:. After that the won
and steel industry led the way. With the expansion of raslways, in
England from the 1840s and m the colonses from the 18605, the
demand for iron and steel increased rapadly By 1873 Batamn was
exporting iron and steel worth about £ 77 mulhon, double the value

of itz cotton export.
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Second: the new mdustries could not easily displace traditional
mdustries. Even at the end of the nimeteenth century, less than 20 per
cent of the total workforce was emploved in technologically
advanced industnal sectors. Textiles was a dynamuc sector, but a
large portion of the ocutput was produced not within factones, but

ocutzide, within domestic uanits.

Third: the pace of change m the “traditonal’ industries was not zet

by steam-powered cotton or metal industres, but they did not remam

entirely stagnant esther. Seemingly ordinary and small innovations | Ay 6 — A firting shop at a railway works in
England, The lllustrated London News, 1848
In the fitting shop new focomotive engines were
food processing, building, pottery, glass work, tanning, furniture completed and old ones repaired.

making, and production of mmplements.

were the basiz of prowth in many non-mechamsed sectors such as

Fourth: technological changes occurred slowly: Ther did not spread
dramaticallr across the industnal landscape. New technology was
expensive and merchants and mndustriabsts were cauticus about using
it. The machines often broke down and repair was costle. They

were not as effective as their mventors and mannfacturers clarmed.

Consider the case of the steam engine. James Watt improved the
steam engime produced by Newcomen and patented the new engine
w1 1781, Hiz industniahst friend Mathew Boulton mamafactured the
new model. But for vears he could find no buvers. At the beginming
of the mneteenth century, there were no more than 321 steam engines
all over England. Of these, B0 were
i1 cotton industnes, rune in wool
mdustres, and the rest in muning,
canal works and iron works. Steam
engines were not used in any of the
other mndustres till much later in

3

the century. 50 even the most
powerful new technology that
enhanced the productivity of
labour manifold waz zlow to be

accepted by industriabists.

Historian: now have come to

mcreasmely recogrise that the typscal

worker m the rad-mmeteenth century

Fig. 7 — A spinning factory in 1830.
was not a machine operator but the You can see how giant wheels moved by sieam power could set in motion

PR I, ﬂ—sp et hundreds of spindles to manufacture thread.
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yd Hand Labour and Steam Power

In Victorian Brtain there was no shortage of human labour Poor
peasants and vagrants moved to the cities m large numbers mn search
of jobe, warting for work. Az vouwill know, when there 1z plentr of
labour, wages are low 3o mndustriahsts had no problem of labour
shortage or high wage costs. They did not want to introduce machines
that got nd of human labour and required large capstal investment.

In moany mdustries the demand for labour was seasonal Gas works
and breweries were especially busy through the cold months 5o
thev needed more workers to meet their peak demand. Book-
binders and prnters, catering to Chrstmas demand. too needed
extra hands before December At the waterfront, winter was the
timne that ships were repaired and spruced up. In all such mduostres
where production fluctuated with the season, mdustrialists usually

preferred hand labour, emploving workers for the season.

- T -t -

Fig. 8 — People on the move in search of work, The lllustrated
London News, f379.

Sormne people were always on the move selling small goods and
fooking for temporary wWork.

i

A range of products could be produced only with hand
labour. Machines were oriented to producing uniforms,
standardhzed goods for a mass market. But the demand m the market
was often for goods with intncate designs and specific shapes. In

mid-nineteenth-century Britain, for mnstance, 500 varetiez of

164

Source A

Will Thorne is one of those who went in search
of seasonal work, loading bricks and doing odd
jobs. He describes how job-seekers walked to
London in search of work:

‘I had always wanted to go to London, and my
desire .. was stimulated by letters from an ofd
workmate ... who was now working at the Oid
Kent Road Gas Works .. I finally decided to go ..
in November, 1881, With two friends I started
out to walk the journey, filled with the hope
that we would be able to obtain employment,
when we get there, with the kind assistance of
my friend .. we had little money when we
started, not enough to pay for our food and
lodgings each night until we arrived in London.
Some days we walked as much as twenty miles,
and other days less. Our money was gone at
the end of the third day ... For two nights we
slept out — once under a haystack, and once in
an old farm shed .. On arrival in London we tried
to find .. my friend _.. but ... were unsuccessful.
Our money was gone, so there was nothing for
us to do but to walk around until late at night,
and then try to find some place to sleep. We
found an old building and slept in it that night.
The next day, Sunday, late in the aftemoon, we
got to the Old Kent Gas Works, and applied for
work. To my great surprise, the man we had
been looking for was working at the time. He
spoke to the foreman and I was given a job.

Quoted in Raphael Samuel, '"Comers and Goers,
in H.J. Dyos and Michael Wolff, eds, The Victarian
City: Images and Realities, 1973,

Imagine-that yeu are a merchant writing back:
10 @ salesman who has been trying fo
persuade you to buy a new machine. Explain
in your letier what you have heard and why you
do not wish toinvest in the new technology.
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hammers were produced and 43 kinds of axes. These required

human skl not mechameal technology.

In Victorian Bntain, the upper classez — the anstocrats and the
bourgeoizie — preferred things produced by hand. Handmade
products came to symbolise refinement and class. They were better
finished, indrridually produced, and carefully designed. Machine-

made goods were for export to the colomes.

In countries with labour shortage, mdustaalists were keen onusing
mechanmical power so that the need for human labour can be
rmmrmsed. This was the case in nineteenth-century America Britan,
however, had no problem hirmg human hands.

2.1 Life of the Workers

The abundance of labour in the market affected the Fres of workers.
As news of possible jobs travelled to the countrrside, hundreds
tramped to the aities. The actual possibility of getting a job depended
on existing networks of fmendship and kin relationsz. If you had

a relative or a friend mn a factory, vou were more hkelv to get a

job quickly. But not evervone had social connections. Many job-

seekers had to watweeks, spendimng niohts under bndges or i moht

. =

Fig. 9 — Workers in an iron works, nortfi-east
England. painting by William Bell Scott. 1861,
Many artists from the late nineteenth century
began idealising workers: they were shown
suffering hardship and pain for the cause of
the nation.

Fig. 10 — Houseless and Hungry, painting by Samuel Luke Fildes, 1874,

Thiz painting shows the Romeless in Londor applying for tickets to stay overnight in a8 workhouse. These shelters
were maintained under the supervision of the Poor Law Commissioners for the ‘destiiute, wayfarers, wanderers and
foundling”. Staying in these workhouses was a humiliating experience. everyone was subljected o a medical
examination o see whether they were carrying disease. their bodies were cleansed, and their clothes purified. They

had to siso do hard labour.

166




Soen, 45 Te AHy S0k Satemon. DB S5 Dbk
e@nto, dro 8% JroEasd .

DEBEPE oo a8 (D68 6D g SoBs HHRws, ardgares
eI daimh ThE a3 Seni Etodaeth, D880 Soi=th IhS
SHa5en wolorr HoBD. &8I Sof HAY ST i {_-E'%é‘:‘
dairdrdabet eridre drirolodedi. abosed® dairtTha
EEARTIESRN) BhesEd Dareih 2006 T et

Fopbe 504 o deed® Sr8s (8 elkos) dnodeos
o SEHER AS@rNoTmrlS Srbie it b o8 drbarth. 195
Foogn) e 3098 mer S080. ©ond (DLSH Egbed
RehIostStos® S Bk,

2.1. =o%He €0

SFUET (Tranthen B Hosgs’ soluErtnd® dodto SOEDe
ddewi (Herddo dhob. efhre FhHdonahd aden
mSroh d8Eod® Sobe Sod SMdwis Senasth. a8%H0
Zrof edsdo DS 8 RHRo pofiRedn sgrdSSod.
Empdoéﬁ o5 wothhd® Bor pirdaa® sod Mo ST &
G%ifo Erofl edsrdo Bob. =R 20808 SrarEd Somogrmo
#Hop. oree Sobh ﬁﬁﬁarﬁvdzae:a arore Jet A o) Biof.
=t o 83ra Jo3Pe (Bod, Aad SoGard.

oV wpr -

e -

Sigb 9 - Sevl oSN oixf Sfme™ SOt
DOato T doif SeEpdo, 1861 S0
258 Sof oer Sl Seoxe Bl eddpm
it (@vodo sl T deb 50 sieiy wriery
sSRDIA g

55-5‘&"@0

Hree 2558 50 Jaimd) 5908,

Do 10 - Dopsbrloen SBafe e afyol, s oogd 585 Do, 1874, < Sgo eoiTerd Doydales daimert
o8 o% Saods S5 S S Jari hE0s. S |Sabes o o3dab SEaiPe S0 geeT Doddiy SHo
Tdle 50, Jodbod o6 ST saye 5o diirodocon & qiabes” dofto eBSISEZR edixlio. (38 ago®
T TS0 BB &0 S Fosie S oRd B S8gesH Mo, o8 Lowo Hplicbiron, 7€ bhen $§ Tabogon T

167

0
C
4
8
0
<1
63
fo,
©
43




3

|....i
=
4
Q
®
o
B
—
=
=
¥
—
=
Pt &
e
—
—
o
Eh
P
o
=

shelters. Some staved in Night Refuges that were set up by private
mdrrduals; others went to the Casual Wards mantained by the Poor
Law authorhies.

Seasonabity of work m many mdustries meant prolonged penods
without work. After the busy zeason was over, the poor were on
the streets again. Some returmed to the countryside after the winter,
when the demand for labour m the rural areas opened up in places.
But mostlocked for odd jobs, which till the mid-nineteenth century
were difficult to find.

Wages mncreased somewhat in the early nineteenth century. But they
tell us Little about the welfare of the workers. The average figures
hide the vanations between trades and the fluctuations from year to
vear For instance, when prices roze sharply during the prolonged
Napoleome War, the real value of what the workers earned fell
sigmificantly, since the same wages could now buy fewer things.
Mereover, the mcome of workers depended not on the wage rate
alone. What was also eritical was the peniod of employment: the
number of days of work deternined the average daily income of
the workers. At the best of tmes till the rd-nineteenth century,
about 10 per cent of the urban population were extremely poor. In
peniods of econcmic slump, kke the 1830s; the proportion of
unemploved went up to anything between 35 and 73 per centin
different repions:

The fear of unemplorment made workers hostile to the mtroduction
of new technology. When the Spinning Jenny was mtroduced in

Source B

A magistrate reported in 1790 about an incident when he was
called in to protect 3 manufacturer’s property from being attacked
by workers:

‘From the depredations of a lawless Banditi of colliers and their
wives, for the wives had lost their work to spinning engines .. they
advanced at first with much insolence, avowing their intention of
cutting to pieces the machine lately introduced in the woollen
manufacture; which they suppose, if generally adopted, will fessen
the demand for manual labour. The women became clamorous,
The men were more open to conviction and after some
expostulation were induced to desist from their purpose and return
peaceably home.

1.L. Hammend and B. Hammond, The Skifled | abourer 1760-1832,
guoted in Maxine Berg, The Age of Manufactures.

168

spindles

spindles

Fig. 11 — A Spinning Jenny, a drawing by
T.E. Nicholson, 1835.

Neotice the number of spindies that could be
operated with one wheel.

New words

Spinning Jenny— Demsed by James Harpreaves
m 1764, this machine speeded up the spmning
process and reduced labour demand. By
turning one smole wheel s worker could setin
motion a number of spmdles and spin several
threads at the same fime.

Look at Figs. 3, 7 and 11, then reread source B.
Explain why many workers were opposed to the
use of the Spinning Jenny.
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Fig. 12 — A shalfow underground raifway being constructed in central London, lllustrated Times, 7868.

From the 1850z raifwey stations began coming up alf over Landon. This meant a demand for large numbers of
workers to dig tunnels, erect timber scaffolding. do the brick and iron works. Job-seekers moved from one
construciion site ta another.

the woollen mdustry, women who survived on hand spmming began
attacking the new machines. Thiz conflict over the introduction of
the jenny continued for along time.

After the 18405, buildme actrosty intensified m the aihes, opemng up
greater opportunities of employment Roads were widened, new
rathway stations came up, rashway bnes were extended, tunnels dug,

-

dramnage and sewers lasd, rvers embanked. The number of workers
emploved in the transport industry doubled in the 1840z, and doubled
agam m the subsequent 30 vears.
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Industrialisation in the Colonies

Let us now move to India to see how a colony mdustriahzes. Once
agan we will look not only at factory mdustres but also at the

non-mechamsed sector. We will mit cur dizcussion pomanly to

textile mdustnes.

3.1 The Age of Indian Textiles

Before the age of machine industries, 31tk and cotton goods from
India donunated the mternational market in textiles. Coarser cottons
were produced in many countnes, but the finer varieties often came
from Inda. Armewnian and Persian merchants took the goods from
Pumab to Afghamstan eastern Persia and Central Amia Bales of fine
textiles were carned on camel back via the north-west frontier, through
mountam passes and across deserts. A vibrant sea trade operated
through the mam pre-colomal ports. Surat on the Gujarat coast
connected India to the Gulf and Red Sea Ports; Masulpatam on
the Coromandel coast and Hoogly 1n Bengal had trade hinks with
Southeast Astan ports.

A vanety of Indian merchants and bankers were mvolved in this
network of export trade — financing production, carrming goods
and supplring exporters. Supply merchants inked the port towns to
the inland regions. They gave advances to weavers, procured the
woven cloth from weaving villapes, and carried the supply to the
ports. At the port, the big shippers and export merchants had brokers
who negotiated the pnce and bought good: from the supply
merchants operatng inland.

By the 1730z this network, controlled by Indian merchants, was
breaking down.

The Evropean companies gradually gained power — first secunng a
vanety of concessions from local courts, then the monopoly nghts
to trade. This resulted in 2 decline of the old ports of Surat and
Heoogly through which local meschants had operated Ezports from
these ports fell dramatically, the credit that had financed the earher
trade began dring up, and the local bankers slowly went bankrupt.
In the last years of the seventeenth century, the gross value of trade
that passed through Surat had been Rs 16 million By the 174051t
had shimped to Rs 3 mallion.

ir2

©On a map of Asia, find and draw the sea and
fand finks of the fextile trade from india to
Central Asia, West Asia and Southeast Asia.
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| Fig. 13 — The Englizsh factory at Surat, a seventeenth-century drawing.

While Surat and Hoogly decaved, Bombay and Calcutta grew This
shift from the old ports to the new ones was an indicator of the
growth of colomal power. Trade through the new ports came to
be controlled by European compames, and was carned i European
ships. While many of the old trading houses collapsed. those that
wanted to survive had to now operate within a network shaped by

Buropean trading compames.

How did these changes affect the hife of weavers and otherartizans?

3.2 What Happened to Weavers?

The consolidation of Bast India Company power after the 1760s
did not mitially lead to a dechne in textile exports from India. Bntish
cotton mdustries had not vet expanded and Indian fine textiles were
i great demand m Burope. 5o the company was keen on expanding
textile exports from India.

Before establizhing political power in Bengal and Camatic in the
1760s and 1770s, the East India Company had tound it difficult to
ensure a repular supply of goods for export. The French, Dutch,

i74

| Fig. 14 — A weaver ar work, Gujarat.
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Portuguese as well as the local traders competed in the market to
secure woven cloth. So the weaver and supply merchants could
bargamn and try selling the produce to the best buver. In their letters
back to London, Company officials continucusly complamed of
difficuliies of supply and the high prices.

However, once the East India Company estabhshed political power,
it could aszert a monopoly night to trade. It proceeded to develop a
svstem of management and control that would ebminate competition,
control costs, and ensure regular supplies of cotton and sillk goods.
Thhas it did through a series of steps.

First: the Company toed to eliminate the existing traders and brokers
connected with the cloth trade, and establizh 2 more direct control
over the weaver, It appomted a paid servant called the pomastha to
supervise weavers, collect supphes, and exanmne the quahty of cloth.

Second: 1t prevented Company weavers from dealing with other
buvers. One way of doing this was through the svstem of advances.
Once an order was placed, the weavers were grven loans to purchase
the raw matenal for their production. Thoze who tock loans had to
hand over the cloth they produced to the ggmantha. They could not
take it to any other trader.

Az loans flowed 1 and the demand for fine textiles expanded,
weavers eagerly tock the advances, hopmy to earn more. Many
weavers had small plots of land whach they had earker cultrvated
along with weavng, and the produce from this took care of their
tamuly needs. Now they had tolease out the land and devote all thesr
time to weaning. Weaving, in fact, required the labour of the entire
family, with children and women all engaged in different stages of
the process.

Soon, however, in many weaving villages there were reports of
clashes between weavers and gemeasfbar. Earher supply merchants had
very often lived within the weaving willages, and had 2 cloze
relationship with the weavers, looking after thesr needs and helping
them in times of criss. The new gomasthar were outsiders, wath no
long-term socaal knk with the wllage. They acted arrogantly, marched
mto villages with sepoys and peons, and pumzhed weavers for delavs
in supply — often beating and flogoing them The weavers lost the
space to bargam for prices and sell to different buvers: the price they
received from the Company was miserably low and the loans they

had accepted tied them to the Company.
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New words

SEpoy — Thiz iz how the Brifizsh pronounced
the word sebabi, meaning an Indian soldierin
the zervice of the Botish
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In many places in Carnatic and Benpal, weavers deserted willages
and migrated, sethng up looms in other willages where they had
zome famuly relation. Elsewhere, weaver: along with the millage
traders revolted, opposing the Company and its officials. Over time
many weavers began refusing loans, closmne down therr workshops

and taking to agricultural labour

By the turn of the nineteenth century, cotton weavers faced a

new set of problems.

3.3 Manchester Comes to India

In 1772, Henry Patullo, a Company cfficial, had ventured to
say that the demand for Indian textiles could never reduce, since
no other nation produced goods of the same qualty. Yet by
the beginning of the mneteenth century we zee the bemnming of
a long dechne of textile exports from India. In 1811-12
piece-goodsz accounted for 33 per cent of India’s exports; by

1850-51 1t was no more than 3 per cent
Why did this happenr What were its imphcations?

As cotton mdustries developed in Eneland, mdustaal groups began
worrying about import: from other countries. They pressunsed
the government to rmpose mnport duties on cotton textiles so that
Manchester goods could sell in Botain without facing any
competition from cutuide. At the same tme mdustnahsts persuaded
the East India Company to sell British manufactures m Indian
markets a: well. Ezports of British cotton goods increased
dramatically in the eary mineteenth century. At the end of the
ewghteenth century there had been mirually no import of cotton
piece-goods into India. But by 1830 cotton plece-goods constituted
over 31 per cent of the value of Indian mmports; and by the 1870s
thiz foure was over 30 per cent

Cotton weavers i India thus faced two problems at the same time:
their export market collapsed, and the local market shrank, bemng
rlutted with Manchester imports. Produced by machmes at lower
.r:c:stsj the imported cotton goods were so cheap that weavers could
not eauly compete with them. By the 1830s, reports from most
weaning regions of India narrated stories of declne and desclation.

By the 18602, weavers faced a new problem Thev could not get
sufhicent supply of raw cotton of good quality. When the Amencan

78

Source C

SourceD

The Commissioner of Patna wrote:

‘It appears that twenty veas ago, a brisk trade
was carried on in the manufacture of cloth at
Jahanabad, and Behar, which has in the former
place entirely ceased, while in the latter the
amount of manufacture is very limited, in
consequence of the cheap and durable goods
from Manchester with which the Native
manufactures are unable to compete.”

Quoted in J, Krishnamurty, 'Deindustrialisation in
Gangetic Bihar during the nineteenth century’,
The Indian Economic and Social History Review,
1985.

Reporting on the Koshtis, 2 community of
weavers, the Census Report of Central Provinces
stated:

'The Koshtis, like the weavers of the finer kinds
of doth in other parts of Indiz, have fallen upon
evil times. They are unable to compete with the
showy goods which Manchester sends in such
profusion, and they have of late years emigrated
in great numbers, chiefly to Berar, where as day
labourers they are able to obtain wages ..

Census Report of Central Provinces, 1872, quoted
in Sumit Guha, "The handloom industry in Central
India, 1825-1950°, The Indian Economic and Social
History Rewview.
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Fig. 15 — Bombay harbour, a late-eighteenth-century drawing.
Boembay and Calcutta grew 35 trading ports from the {78035, This marked the decline of the old trading order
and the growth of the colonizl econromy.

Civil War broke out and cotton supplies from the US were cut off,
Brtan turned to India As raw cotton exports from India mcreased,
the price of raw cotton shot up. Weavers in India were starved of
supplies and forced to buy raw cotton at exorbitant prices. In this,
situation weavme could not pay.

Then, by the end of the mineteenth century, weavers and other
craftspeople faced vet another problem Factories in India began
production, flooding the market with machme-goods. How could

-

weaving industnies posubly survive?
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L3 Factories Come Up

The first cotton mill in Bombay came up i 1854 and it wentnto
production two vears later. By 1862 four mulls were at work with
94 000 spindles and 2,130 looms. Around the same time jute smulls
came vup in Bengal the first being set up 11 1835 and another one
seven vears later, in 1862 Innorth India, the Elgin Mill was started
i Kanpur in the 1860s, and a vear later the first cotton mull of
Ahmedabad was set up. By 1874, the first spiming and wearing
mill of Madras began production.

Who setup the mndustnes? Where did the capital come from® Whe

came to work in the mmlls?

4.1 The Early Entrepreneurs

Industnes were setup m different remons by varymg sorts of people.

Let us see who they were.

The history of many busmess groups goes back to trade with China.
From the late eighteenth century, as vou have read m vour book last
vear, the British in India began exporting oprum to China and took
tea from China to England. Many Indians became junior players in
thiz trade, providing finance, procurnng supples, and shipping
consignments: Having earned through trade, some of these
businessmen had wisions of developme mdustnal enterprizes m Indi.
In Bengal Dwarkanath Tagore made his fortune in the China trade
before he tarned to mdustrial imrestment, settimg up sixjomt-stock
companies it the 1830z and 1840s. Tagoze's enterprises sank along
with thoze of others in the wider business crises of the 1840z, but
later 1 the nineteenth century many of the China traders became
successful mdustnabists In Bombay, Parsis hike Dinshaw Petit and
Jamszetjee Nusserwanjee Tata who built huge mndustoal empires in
India; accumulated their imtial wealth partly from exports to Clhina,
and parth from aw cotton shipments to England. Seth Hukumchand,
a Marwan busmessman who set up the first Indian jute omll 1n
Calcuttan 1917, alzo traded with China. 5o did the father as well as
grandfather of the famous industriabist G Bida.

Capital was accumulated through other trade networks Some
merchants from Madras traded with Burma while others had Links
with the Middle Bast and East Africa. There were vet other

182

Fig. 16 — Jamseijee Jegieebhoy.

Jeejeebhoy was the son of & Parsi weaver. Like
many others of his time, he was involved in
the China trade and shipping. He owned z
large fleet of ships, but competition fram
English and American shippers forced him fo
sell his ships by the 1850s.

Fig. 17 — Dwarkanath Tagore.

Dwarkanath Tagore believed that India would
develop through westernisation and
industriahization. He invested in shipping.
shipbuilding,. mining, banking, plantations
and insurance.
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commercial groups, but they were not directly involved in external
trade. They operated within India, carrming goods from one place
to another, banking moner, transferning funds between cities, and
financing traders. When opportunities of mvestment in industres

opened up, many of them set up factones.

Az colonial control over Indian trade tightened, the space wathin
which Indian merchants could function became mereasmoly homted.
They were barred from trading with Burope in manufactured goods,
and had to export mostly raw matenals and food grans — maw
cotton, opium, wheat and indigo — required by the Butish. They
were also gradually edged out of the shippmng business.

Till the First World War, European Managing Arencies m fact
controlled a large sector of Indian industoes. Three of the bipgest
ones were Bird Hesglers & Co., Andrew Yule, and Jardine Skinner
& Co These Agencies mobihzed capital, setup jomt-stock compames
and managed them. In most instances Indian financiers provided
the capital while the Buropean Agencies made all investment and
business decisions. The Evropean merchant-mdustnakists had their
own chambers of commerce which Indian businessmen were not

allowed to joan.

4.2 Where Did the Workers Come From?

Factones needed wotkers. With the ezpansion of factories, this
demand increazed. In 1901, there were 384 000 workers in Indian
tactonies. By 1946 the humber was over 2. 436, 000. Where did the

workers come from?

In most industral resions workers came from the districts around.

Peasants and artizans whe found no work m the willage went to the
mdustral centres in search of work Crver 30 per cent workers m the
Bombav cotton industries in 1911 came from the neigchbounng
distrsct of Ratnagin, while the mulls of Kanpur got most of their
textile hands from the villages within the distnict of Kanpur Most
often mullworkers moved between the village and the city, returmng
to their village homes dunng harvests and festivals.

Ower time, as news of emplovment spread, workers travelled great
distances in the hope of work m the sulls From the Umited Promnces,
formstance, they went to wotk in the textile mills of Bombay and in
the jute mmlls of Calcutta.
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Fyg. 18 — Partners in enterprise — J.N. Tata,
R.D. Tata, Sir R.J. Tata, and Sir D.J. Tata.

In 1912, J.N. Tata set up the first iron and steel
works fn Ingiz at Jamshedpur. Jron and steel
industries in fndia started much later than
textifes. In colonial indiz industrial machinery,
raifways and locomotives were mostly imported.
5o capital goods industries could not really
develop in any significant way till Independence.

Fig. 18 — Young workers of a Gombay
milf, early twentieth century.

Whern workers went back to their village
homes. they iked dressing up.
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Getting jobs was alwavs difficult. even when mills multiplied and
the demand for workers increazed The numbers seeking work were
alwavs more than the jobs available. Entrv mnto the mlls was also
restricted. Industriahists usually emploved a jobber to get new recouits.
Very often the jobber was an old and trusted worker He gotpeople
from iz millage, ensured them jobs, helped them settle in the ety
and provided them money in times of crsis. The jobber therefore
became a person with some avthonty ind power. He began
demanding monev and gifts for lus favour and controlling the kves

of workers.

The number of factory workers increased over time. However,

az vou will see, they were a small proportion of the total

mdustral workforce.

Source E

Vasant Parkar, who was once a millworker in Bombay, said:

‘The workers would pay the jobbers money to get their sons work
in the mill ... The mill worker was closely associated with his village,
physically and emotionally. He would go home to cut the harvest
and for sowing. The Konkani would go home to cut the paddy
and the Ghati, the sugarcane. It was an accepted practice for
which the mills granted leave.

Meena Menon and Neera Adarkar, One Hundred Years: One Hundred
Voices, 2004,

Fig. 21 — Spinners at work in an Ahmedabad mill.

Women worked mostly in the spinning depariments.
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Fig. 20 — A head jobber.
Notice how the posture and clothes
emphasise the jobber's position of

guthority.

Source F

Bhai Bhosle, a trade unionist of Bombay,
recollected his childhood in the 19305 and 1940s:

*In those days, the shift was 10 hours — from
5 pm to 3 am — terrible working hours, My father
worked for 35 years; he got the asthma like
disease and could not work any more.. Then my
father went back to village.

Meena Menon and Neera Adarkar, One Hundred
Years: One Hundred Vaices.
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The Peculiarities of Industrial Growth

European Aanaging Agencies, which dominated industrial
production in India, were interested in certain kinds of products.
Ther establhizhed tea and coffee plantations, scquinng land at cheap
rates from the colomial povermment: and they invested in mimng,
indigo and jute. Most of theze were products required pomanly for

export trade and not for sale m India.

When Indian busmessmen began setting up mdustries in the late
nmeteenth century, they svoided competing wath Manchester poods
m the Indian market Since varn was notan smportant part of Botizh
imports into India_the early cotton mills in India produced coarse
cotton varn (thread) rather than fabne. When vam was mportedat
was onlv of the superior vanety The varn produced in Indian spinnme
millz was uzsed by handloom weavers in India or exported to China

By the first decade of the twentieth century a series of chanpes
affected the pattern of industnabization. As the swadesh: movement
pathered momentum, nahonabsts mobihsed people to boyeott forewsn
cloth: Industral oroups orpanized themselves to protect their collectrre
interests, pressunsing the govemment to merease tanff protection
and grant other concessions. From 1906, moreover, the exportof
Indian varn to China dechned smnce produce from Chinese and
Japanesze mull: flooded the Chinese market
5o mdustnahsts i Indsa began shiftng from
varn to cloth producton. Cotton piece-
good: production m India doubled between
1900 and 1912,

Yet till the Farst Wodd War, mdustnal prowth
was slow The war created a dramatically
new situation. With Bratish mulls busy with
war production to meet the needs of the
army, Manchester imports into India
dechned. Suddenly, Indian nulls had a vast
home market to zupply. As the war

prolonged, Indian factories were called

upon to supply war needs: jute bags, cloth

for a_rﬂrrmﬁfcs:ms, tents grldleaﬂ]_erbﬂﬂtgj Fig. 22 — The first office of the Madras Ghamber of Commerce.

By the late mineteenth century merchants in different regions began
horse and mule saddles and 2 host of other meeting and farming Chambers of Commerce to reguiate business and

items. New factories were set up and old decide on issues of collective concem.
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ones ran multiple shifts. Many new workers were emploved and
everyone was made to work longer hours. Over the war vears

mdustrial production boomed.

After the war, Manchester could never recapture its old poutionn
the Indian madket: Tnable to modermze and compete with the US,
Germany and Japan, the economy of Botam crumbled after the
war. Cotton production collapsed and exports of cotton cloth from
Brtan fell dramatically. Within the colomes, local mdustnahsts
gradually consolidated their position. substituting foreign
manufactures and captunng the home market.

5.1 Small-scale Industries Predominate

While factory mdustries grew steadily after the war, large industries
formed only a small sepment of the economw. Most of them —
about 67 per centin 1911 — were located m Bengal and Bombay.
Orver the rest of the country, small-zcale production continued to
predommate. Only a small proportion of the total mdustnal labour
force worked in registered factones: 5 percentm 1911 and 10 per
centin 1931, The rest worked m small workshops and household

uuts, often located in alleys and bylanes, mvisible to the passec-by

In fact, in some mstances, handicrafts production actually ezpanded
mn the twentieth century. Thas 12 true even in the case of the handloom
sector that we have discuzsed. While cheap machine-made thread
wiped cut the spimning mdustry m the nineteenth century, the weavers
survived, despite problems. In the twentieth century, handloom
cloth production expanded steadily: almost trebling between 1900
and 1940.

How did this happen?

This was parth becanse of technologeal changes Handierafts pecple
adopt new technology if that helps them improve production
without excessively pushme up costs. 3o, by the second decade of
the twentieth century we find weavers nang looms with a fly shuttle.
Thus increased productmty per worker, speeded up production and
reduced labour demand. By 1941, over 33 per cent of handlooms
i India were fitted with fly shuttles: 1 regions hke Travancore,
Madras, Alysore; Cochin, Bengal the proportion was 70 to 80 per
cent There were several other small immovations that helped weavers
mmprove their productivity and compete with the mill sector.

150

Fig. 23 — A Hand-woven
Cloth.

The fntricate designs of
hand-woven cloth could
not be easily cogied by the
mills.

MNew words

Fly shuttle — It 15 a mechanical device uzed for
weavie, moved by means of ropes and pulbes:
It places the honzontal theeads { called the weft)
into the verticle threads (called the warp). The
mvention of the fly shuttle made it posaible
for weavers to operate larpe looms and weave

wide pieces of cloth.
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Certain groups of weavers were in a better position than others to
survive the competibion with mill mdustnes Amongst weavers some
produced coarse cloth while others wove fimer varietes. The coarser
cloth was bought by the poor and its demand fluctuated wiclently
In times of bad harvests and famines, when the rural poor had Ettle
to eat, and their cash mcome dizappeared, they could not posablr
buy cloth. The demand for the finer vaneties bought by the
well-to-do was more stable. The nch could buy theze even when the
poor starved. Farmines did not affect the zale of Banaras or
Baluchar saris. Moseover as vou have seen, nills could not :mitate
speciahsed weaves. Saris with woven borders, or the famous lungis
and handkerchiefs of Madsas, could not be easily dizplaced br
mill production.

Weavers and other craftspeople who continued to ezpand
production through the twentieth century, did not necessanly prosper.
Ther lived hard lives and worked long hours. Very often the entire
househeold —including all the women and children —had to work at
various stages of the production process. But ther were not simply
remnants of past times in the age of factones. Theirlife and labour
was integral to the process of industrabsation.
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= Fig. 24 — Location of large-scale indusiries in India, 1931.

The circles indicaie the size of industries in the different
regions.
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Market for Goods

We have seen how British manufacturers attempted to take over
the Indian market and how Indian weavers and craftsmen, traders
and mdustnabists resssted colomal control:, demanded tanff
protection, created thewr own spaces, and treed to extend the market

for their produce.

But when new products are produced people have to be
persuaded to buy them. ThE'_'_r have to feel hke using the product.

How was this done?

One wav m which new consumers are created iz through
advertisements. As vou know, advertizements make products appear
desirable and necessarw: They try to shape the munds of people and
create new needs. Todar we live in 3 world where advertizements
surround us Ther appear in newspapers, magamnes hoardings street
walls, television screens. But if we look back mto historr we find
that from the very beginning of the industoal age. adverhizements
have plaved a part i1 ezpandmg the markets for products, and

shaping a new consumer culture.

TWhen Manchester industralists began selling cloth m India_ they put
labels on the cloth bundles. The label was needed to make the place
of manufacture and the name of the company fammbiar to the buver
The label was alzo to be a mark of quality When buyers saw MADE
IN MANCHESTER' wntten in bold on the label they were
expected to feel confident about burne the cloth.
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Fig. 25 — Gripe Water calendar of 1328 by
M. V. Dhurandhar.

The image of baby Krishna was most
commaonly used to popularize baby progucts.

Fig. 26fal — Manchester labels, early
twentieth ceniury.

Images of numerpus Indian gods and
goddesses — Kartika, Lakshmi,
Saraswall — are shown in imported
cloth labels approving the quality of
the product being markeied.

Fg. 26(b) — Maharaja Ranit Singh on
& Manchester label.

Historic figures are used to creafe
respect for the product.
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But lzbels did not only carry words and texts. They also carsed
images and were very often beautifully dhustrated. If we lock
at these old labels, we can have some idea of the mund of the

manufacturers, their caleulations, and the wayv they appealed to
the people.

Image: of Indian gods and poddesses regularly appeared on these
labels Ttwas az sf the association with gods pave drwine approval to
the goods being sold. The impnnted image of Knshna or Saraswat
was also mtended to make the manufacture from a foreign land
appear somewhat familiar to Indian people.

By the late mneteenth century, manufacturers wese ponting calendars
to populanse their products. Unlike newspapers and magazines,
calendars were used even by people who could notread. They were
hung in tea shops and in poor people™ homes just as much az
offices and middle-class apartments And those who hung the
calendars had to see the advertisements, dav after day, through the
vear In these calendars. once again, we see the figures of gods being
uzed to sell new products.

Like the images of gods, figpures of mmportant personages, of
emperors and nawabs, adorned advertizement and calendars The
message very often seemed to say: if vou respect the roval figure,
then respect this product; when the product was being used by
kingz or produced under roval command, its quakty could not
be questioned.

When Indian manufacturers advertized the nationalist message was

clear and loud, If vou care for the nation then buy products that
Indians produce. Advertizements became a velucle of the nationahst

message of swadeshs.

Conclusion

Clearly, the age of mdustries has meant major technological changes,
growth of factones, and the maling of a new mndustnal labour
force. However, as you have seen, hand technology and small-seale
production remained an mmportant part of the mdustnal landscape.

Lock again atFigs. 1 and 2. What would vou now sav of the images
thev project?

Fig. 27 — Sunfight soap calendar of 1534
Here God Vishnu is shown bringing sunlight
from across the skies.

Fig. 28 — An Indian mill cloth label.
The goddess iz shown offering cloth produced

in an Ahmedabad mill. and asking people 1o
use things made in India.
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Write in brief

1. Explain the following;
a) Women workers in Britain attacked the Spinning Jenny.
b) In the seventeenth century merchants from towns in Europe began employing
peasants and artisans within the villages.
c) The port of Surat declined by the end of the eighteenth century.
d) The East India Company appointed gomasthas to supervise weavers in India.

2 Wnte True or False against each statement
a) Atthe end of the nineteenth century, 80 per cent of the total workforce in
Europe was employed in the technologically advanced industrial sector.
b) The intemational market for fine textiles was dominated by India till the
eighteenth century.
c) The American Civil War resuited in the reduction of cotton exports from India.
d) The infroduction of the fly shuttle enabled handloom workers to improve their
productivity.
3. Explain what is meant by proto-industrialisation.

1. Why did some industnialists in nineteenth-century Europe prefer hand labour over machines?

2. How did the East India Company procure regular supplies of cotion and silk texhiles from
indian weavers?

3. Imagine that you have been asked towrite an ariicle for an encyclopaedia on Britain and the
history of cotton. Write your piece using information from the entire chapter.

4. Why did industnal production in India increase dunng the First World War?

Select any one industry in your region and find out its history. How has the technology changed?
Where do the workers come from? How are the products advertised and marketed? Try and talk
to the employers and some workers to get their views about the industry’s history.
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Print Culture and the Modern World i

It iz diffacult for us to imagine a world without printed matter. We
find evidence of ponnt everywhere around us—n books, journals,
newspapers, ponts of famous pantings, and also m evervyday things

16 CH) S

like theatre programmes, official circulars, calendar:. diaries,
advertisements, cinema posters at street corners. We read prnted
hterature, see ponted images, follow the news through newspapers,
and track public debates that appear in print We take for granted
this world of pnnt and often forget that there was a time before
pont We may not reahse that pont itself has a istory which has, i
fact, shaped our contemporary world. What 15 this istory? When
did prnted hiterature begmn to carculate? How has it helped create
the moderm wold?

In thiz chapter we will look at the development of prnt, from its
beginnings m East Asia to its expansion in Burope andin India. We
will understand the smpact of the :pread of technology and consider
how soctal Irres and cultures changed with the comung of point

Fig. 1 — Book making before the age of print, from
Akhlag-i-Masir, 1595

This iz a royal workshop in the sixteenth cenfury,
much before printing began in fndfa. You can see
the text being dictated, written and illustrated. The
art of writing and illustrating by hand was
important in the age before print. Think about
what happened o these forms of art with the
coming of printing machines.
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The First Printed Books

The earhiest kind of punt technologr was developed in Chuna, Japan
and Korea. This was: a svstem of hand ponting From ap 594
onwards, books i China were ponted by rubbing paper — also
mwented there —agamst the inked surface of woodblocks. As both
sides of the thin, porous sheet could not be printed, the traditional
Chineze “accordion book” wasz folded and stitched at the side.
Superbly skilled eraftemen could duplicate with remarkable accuracy,
the beauty of calligraphy.

The impenal state in China was, for a verr long time, the major
producer of ponted matenal. China posseszed a buge bureaucrate
svstem which recruited its personnel through civil service
examinations. Textbooks for thiz examination were printed in vast
numbers under the sponsorship of the impenal state. From the
sixteenth century, the number of examination candidates wentup

and thatincreased the volume of pont.

By the seventeenth century, as urban culture bloomed in China, the
uszes of pant drversified. Prnt was no longer used just by scholar-
officialz. Merchants used pontin their evervday life, as they collected
trade nformation Reading increazingly became a lessure actroty.
The new readerzhip preferred fictional narratives, poetrr,
autobiographies, anthologies of literary masterpieces, and romantic
plavs. Rich women began to read, and manvy women began
pubhshing thewr poetry and plays Wrres of scholar-officals pubhished

their works and courtesans wrote about their bres.

This new reading culture was accompanied by a new technology.
Western ponting techniques and mechanical presses were imported
i the late mineteenth century as Western powers established their
outpostsin China. Shanghai became the hub of the new pont culture,
catenne to the Western-style schools. From hand ponting there was
now a gradual shift to mechanieal printing.

1.1 Print in Japan

Buddhist mizssionanes from China mtroduced hand-printing
technology mnto Japan around 4D 768-T70. The oldest Japanese book,
printed m AD B6B, 15 the Buddhist Diasond Sutrr, contamme s sheets
of text and woodcutllustrations. Pictures were printed on textiles,
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MNew words

Calligraphy —The art of beautiful and stylised
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plaring cards and paper monew In _

Belonging to the mid-13th

! : century, printing woodblocks of

wrters were regularly published, the Tripitaka Kareana are 2 Korean

and books were cheap and abundant collection of Buddhist scriptures. Ll
They were engraved on about iil!l’ﬂlﬂ

Printing of visual material led to 80,000 woodblocks. They were )

interesting publishing practices. In inscribed on the UNESCO Memory

ehie: Tt cudat T - o th of the World Register in 2007.
© Sighieenth centuin, m e Source: hitp://www.cha.go.kr

medieval Japan, poets and prosze

flourishing urban circles at Edo

(later to be known as Tokvo],

tHustrated collections of paintings
depicted an elegant urban culture, involving artists, courtesans, and
teahouse gathenmgs. Librares and bookstores were packed with
hand-prnted material of vanous type: —books on women, musical
mstruments, calculations, tea ceremony;, flower arrangements, proper
etiquette, cookng and famous places.

Box 1

Kitagawa Utamaro, born in Edo in 1753, was widely known for
his contributions to an art form called ukiyo (pictures of the floating
world") or depiction of ordinary human experiences, especially urban
ones. These prints travelled to contemporary US and Europe and
influenced artists like Manet, Monet and Van Gogh. Publishers like
Tsutaya Juzaburo identified subjects and commissioned artists who
draw the theme in outline, Then a skilled woodblock carver pasted
the drawing on a woodblock and carved a printing block to
reproduce the painter’s lines. In the process, the onginal drawing
would be destroyed and only prints would survive.

Fg. 3 — An ukiyo
print by Kitagawa

Fig. 4a — A morning scene.
ukiyo print by Shunman
Kubo, late eighteenth
CEntury.

A man looks out of the
window 2t the snowfall while
wamen prepare tea and
perform other dormesiic
auties.
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Print Comes to Europe

For centuries, s1lk and spices from Chma flowed into Europe through
the alk route. In the eleventh century, Chmese paper reached Europe
via the same route. Paper made possible the production of
manusenpts, carefully wrrtten by sembes. Then, i 1293, Marco Pelo,
a great explorer, returned to Italy after many vears of exploration in
China  As vou read above, China already had the technology of
woodblock ponting Marco Polo brought thiz knowledge back with
him. Now Itakans began producing books with woodblocks, and
soon the technology spread to other parts of Europe. Luzury
editions were still handwnitten on very expense vellom, meant for
anstocratic circles and nich monastic kbranes whach scoffed at printed
books as cheap vulpanties. Merchants and students m the unmrersaty
towns bought the cheaper printed copes.

Asz the demand for books increased, bocksellers all over Europe
began exporting books to many different countnes. Book fasrs were
held at different places. Production of handwaitten manusenpts was
alzo organised in new wars to meet the ezpanded demand Seobes
of skilled handwriters were no longer solely employed by wealthy
or mfluential patrons butincreasingly by booksellers as well More

than 50 scribes often worked for one bookseller.

But the production of handwritten manuscripts could not satisfy
the everincreasmg demand for books. Copring was an expensive,
laborious and hme-consuming business. Mamscopts were fragile,
awkward to handle, and could not be carned around or read easily
Their circulation therefore remamed brmted. With the growmg
demand for books, woodblock printing gradually became more
and more popular. By the early fifteenth century, woodblocks were
being widely used in Furope to print textiles, plaving cards, and
relipions pictures with simple. brief texts.

There was clearly a great need for even quicker and cheaper
reproduction of texts. This could only be with the mvention of 2
new print technologt. The breakthrough occurred at Strasbourg,
Germany, where Johann Gutenberr developed the first-known

ponting pressin the 14305
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MNew words

Vellum — A parchment made from the skin

of ammals

The Jikji of Korea is among the worlds oldest
existing books printed with movable metal type.
It contains the essential features of Zen
Buddhism. About 150 monks of India, China and
Korea are menktionad in the book. It was printed
in late 14th century. While the first volume of
ihe book is unavailable, the second one is available
in the Natienal Library of France. This work marked
an important technical change in the print
culture. That is why it was inscribed on the
UNESCO Memory of the World Register in 2001.

Activity
Imagine that you are Marco Paolo. Write 2 letter

from China to describe the world of print which
you have seen there.
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2.1 Gutenberg and the Printing Press

Gutenberg was the son of a merchant and grew up on'a large
agricultural estate. From his childhood he had seen wine and olrve
presses. Subsequently, he learnt the art of pohishmg stones became a
master goldsouth, and also acquired the expertise to create lead
moulds used for making trinkets. Drawing on this knowledge,
Gutenberg adapted exssting technology to design his innovation.
The olve press provided the model forthe pantme press, and moulds
were used for casting the metal types for the letters of the alphabet.
Bv 1443, Gutenberg perfected the svstem The first book he prnted
was the Bible. About 180 copie: were ponted and it took three
vears to produce them. By the standards of the time this was fast

production.

The new technology did not entirely displace the emsting art of
producing books by hand.

In fact, punted books at first closely resembled the wntten
manuscopts in appearance and lavout. The metal letters smitated the
ornamental handwntten styles. Borders were illumminated by hand
with folage and other patterns, and illustrations were painted. In the
book: ponted for the nch. space for decoration was kept blank on
the printed page. Each puschaser could choose the desion and decide
on the pamnting school that would do the illustrations.

In the hundred vears between 1430 and 1330, ponting presses were
setup mn most countnes of Burope. Ponters from Germany travelled
to other countries, seeking work and helpmg start new presses. As
the number of pannting preszes grew, book production boomed.
The second half of the fifteenth century saw 20 muillion copies of
ponted books flooding the markets in Europe. The number went

up m the sixteenth century to about 200 amulhon copies.

Thas shift from hand printing to mechanical ponting led to the

paont revolution.

MNew words

Platen — In letterpress ponting, platen 33 a board whach 1=
pressed onto the back of the papes to get the impression from
the trpe. At one time it uzsed to be 2 wooden board: later it

waz made of steel
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Fig. 5 — A Portrait of
Johann Gutenberg,
1584

Fig. 6 — Gutenberg Printing Press.

Notice the fong handle attached to the screw.
This handle was used to turn the screw and
press downrn the platen over the printing block
that was placed on top of 3 sheet of damp
paper. Gurenberg developed metal types for
each of the 26 characters of the Roman
giphabet and devised a way of moving them
around 30 35 o compose different words of the
text. This ceame to be known as the moveable
type printing machine. and it remained the basic
print technofogy over the next 300 years.
Books could now be produced much faster than
was possible whernr each print block was
prepared by carving & piece of wood by hand.
The Gurenberg press cowld print 250 sheets
on one side per hour.
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Fig. 7 — Pages of Gutenberg s Bible. the first printed book in Europe.

Gutenberg printed about 180 copies, of which no more than 50 have
survived.

Look at these pages of Gutenberg's Bible carefully. They were not just
products of new technology. The text was printed in the new Gutenberg
press with metal type, but the borders were carefully designed, painted and
ifuminated by hand by artists. No two copies were the same. Every page of
each copy was different. Even when two copies look simifar, & careful
comparizon will reveal differences. Elites everywhere preferred this fack of
umiformity. what they possessed then could be claimed as unigue, for no
one efse owned 3 copy that was exactly the same.

In the text vou will notice the use of colaur within the letters in various
pieces. Thiz had two functions” it added colour to the page, and highfighted
aif the holy words to emphasize their significance. But the colour an every
page of the text was added by hand. Guienberg printed the text in Biack,
leaving spaces where the colour couwld be filled in later.

Apud
ToANNEM KINCHIVM

Sub Motocerofe vefer
- ANNOMDC33XIX.

. =l

i,

Fig. 8 — A printer’s workshop, sixteenth century.
This picture depicts whar a printer’'s shop looked fike in the
sixteenth century. All the activities are going on under one roor. New wa_rds

In the foreground on the right. compositors are 5t work, whilfe

k T _ Compositor — The person who composes the
on the left galleys are being prepared and ink is being applied on

the metal types; in the background, the printers are turning the text for P-ﬂ-ﬂb‘-ﬂ-g

screws of the press, and near them proofreaders are at work. Galler — Metal frame in whick trpes are T
Right in frant is the final product — the double-page printed : :

sheets, stacked in neat piles. waiting to be bound. and the text composed
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The Print Revolution and Its Impact

What was the prnt revolubon? It was not just a development, a new
way of producing books; it transformed the lives of people,
changing their relatonship to nformation and knowledge, and with
mnstitutions and authontes. It mfluenced popular perceptions and
opened up new ways of lookne at things,

Let uz explore some of these changes.

3.1 A New Reading Public

With the printing press, a new reading public emerged. Pranting
reduced the cost of bocks. The time and labour required to preduce
each book came down, and multsple copres could be produced

with greater ease. Books flooded the market, reaching cut to an
ever-growing readership.

Acces: to books created a new culture of reading Earlier, reading
was restricted to the ehtes. Common people Ived i a world of oral
culture. They heard sacred texts read out, ballads recited, and folk
tales narrated Knowledge was transferred oralle People collectrvely
heard a story, or saw a performance. As vouwall see in Chapter 8,
they did not read a book mdrridually and silently Before the age of
pont, books were not only ezpensive but they could not be produced
m sufficient numbers. Wow books could reach out to widersections
of people. If eadher there was a heaning public, now a reading public

came mto being

But the transition was not so simple. Books could be read onlv by
the literate, and the rates of literacy i most European countres
were very low till the twenteth century. How, then, could publishers
persuade the common people to welcome the ponted book? To do
this, they had to keep in mind the wader reach of the printed work:
even those who did not read could certamly emor hsternng to books
being read out. So ponters began publishmg popular ballads and
folk tales, and such books would be profusely dlustrated wath pactures.
Thesze were then sung and recited at gathenmgs i willages and in

taverns in towns.

Otzal colture thus entered print and ponted matenal was omlly
tranznutted. The hine that separated the oral and reading cultures
became blurred. And the hearing public and reading public became

intermingled
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Activity
You are a bookseller advertising the availability

of mew cheap prinied books. Design a poster
for your shop window,

MNew words

Ballad — A historical account or folk tale in
verse nsnally sung or recited

Taverns — Places where people gathered to
dnnk slechol. to be served food, and to meet
friends and ex news
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3.2 Religious Debates and the Fear of Print

Pant created the possibility of wade circulation of
ideas, and mtroduced a new world of debate and
discuzsion. Even thosze who disagreed waith
established authonties could now print and circulate
their ideas. Through the prnted message, they could
persuade people to think differently; and move them
to-action. Thiz had significance m different spheres
of life.

Notevervone welcomed the ponted book, and those
who did also had fears about it. Many weze
apprehensive of the effects that the easieraccess to
the pomted word and the wader carculation of books,
could have on people’s minds. It was feared thatif
there was no control over what was printed and
read then rebellious and irreligions thoughts might
spread. If that happened the authority of “raluable’
literature would be destroved. Expressed by rehgious
authontes and monarchs, as well as many woters
and artists, this anwiety was the bazz of wadespread
coticizm of the new ponted Literature that had begun
to circulate,

Letus consider the impheation of this in one spheze

of hife i early modern Europe —namely, rehigion.

In 1517, the religious reformer Martin Luther wrote
Ninety Five Theses coticising many of the practices

and otuals of the Roman Cathobie Church. A prmted

y - T — ﬁ
. 3 "h.l'r.-.i-.lp.-' c E .

Fig. 9 — J V. Schfey. L Imprimerie, 1735
Thiz iz one af the many images produced in early modern
Europe, celebrating the coming of print. You can see the
printing press descending from heaven, carried by a goddess.
On two sides of the goddess, blessing the machine, are
Mirerva [the goddess of wisdom|] and Mercury (the messenger
god: glzo symbolizing reason). The women in the foreground
are holding plaques with the portraits of six pioneer printers of
different countries. In the middie ground on the left [figure
encircled) is the portrait of Gutenberg.

copy of this was posted on a church door m Wittenbers: Tt challenged
the Church to debate his :deas. Luthers wntngs were immediately

reproduced i vast numbers and read widely. This lead toa division

within the Church and to the beginning of the Protestant

MNew words

Reformation Luther’s tranzlation of the New Testament sold 5,000 Protestant Reformation — A smxteenth-century

copies within a few weeks and a second edition appeared within movement to reform the Catholic Chutch

three months. Deeply grateful to prnt, Luther zaid, Ponting 15 the domnated by Rome. Martin Luther was one
ultzmate mft of God and the greatest one” Several scholars, in fact, of the mamn Protestant reformers. Several

think that print brought about a new intellectual atmosphere and

helped spread the new ideas that led to the Reformation.
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traditions of anti-Catholic Chrstiamity

developed out of the movement
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3.3 Print and Dissent

Prntand popular religions bteratire stonulated many distinetroe mdrmdual
mterpretations of faith even among hittle-educated worlong people_In
thie steenth century, Menoccho, a rmller m Itaby, began to read books
that were availahle i his locahty. He remnterpreted the messace of the
Bible and formulated a mew of God and Creation that enraged the
Roman Cathelic Church When the Roman Church began its inquisition
to repress heretical ideas, Menoechio was hauled up twice and ultimately
executed. The Roman Church. troubled by such effects of popular readines
and questionings of fatth imposed severe controls over publishers and

booksellers and began to mamtam an Index of Prohduted Books from
1338.

Fg. 10— The macabre dance.

This zixteentfr-century print shows how the fear of printing was
dramatised in visual representations of the time. In this highiy
interesting woodcut the coming of print is associated with the end
of the world. The interior of the printer's workshop here is the site
of a dance of death. Skeletal figures control the printer and Ais
workers, define and dictate what is to be done and what is to be

produced.

Discuss

Write briefly why some people feared that the development of
print could lead to the growth of dissenting ideas.
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New words

Inquisition— A former Roman Catholic court
for identifyme and pusnishing heretics
Heretical — Behefz which do not follow the
accepted teachings of the Church. In medieval
times, heresy was seen as a threat to the night
of the Church to decide on what should be
believed and what zhould not. Heretical behef=
were severely pumizhed

Satiety — The state of bemg fulfilled much
bevond the pomnt of satisfaction

Seditious — Action, speech or wrting that 15
seen ag opposme the povemment

Source A

Fear of the book

Erasmus, a Latin scholar and a Catholic reformer,
who criticised the excesses of Catholicism but kept
his distance from Luther, expressed 2 deep anxisty
about printing. He wrote in Adages (1508):

To what comer of the world do they not fly,
these swarms of new books? It may be that one
here and there contributes something worth
knowing, but the very multitude of them is huriful
to scholarship, because it creates a glut, and even
in good things satiety is most harmful ... [printers]
fill the world with books, not just trifling things
(such as I write, perhaps), but stupid, ignorant,
slanderous, scandzlous, raving, irreligious and
seditious books, and the number of them
is such that even the valuable publications lose
their valus.
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The Reading Mania

Through the seventeenth and erghteenth centinies hiteracy rates went
upin most parts of Burope. Churches of different denominations
set up schools in willages, carrving bteracy to peasants and artisans.
By the end of the erghteenth century, 1 some parts of Burope
hteracy rates were as lugh as 60 to 80 per cent. As Iteracy and schools
spread in BEuropean countnes, there was a virtual reading mania.
People wanted books to read and printers produced books in ever-

mcreasing numbers.

New forms of popular iterature appeared in pont, targeting new
audiences, Booksellers emploved pedlars who roamed around
villages, carrying httle books for zale. There were almanacs or ntaal
calendars, slongwith ballads and folltales. But other forms of readmgp
matter; larpely for entertamment began to reach ordinary readers as
well In England. pennv chapbooks wese carned by petty pedlass
known as chapmen_ and sold for a penny, so that even the poor
could buy them . In France, were the “Biliotheque Bleue”, which
were low-priced small books printed on poor quahty paper, and
bound m cheap blue covers Then there were the romances, printed
on four to si= pages, and the more substantial histories” whach were
stories about the past. Books were of vamous sizes, sermng many

different purposes and mterests.

The peniodical pres: developed from the early exghteenth century,
combumng mformation about current affairs with entertamnment.
Newspapers and journals carried mformation about wars and trade,

as well as news of developments i other places.

Sermlarly, the ideas of scientists and philosophers now became more
accessible to the common people. Ancient and medieval scientific
texts were compiled and published, and maps and scientific diagrams
were widely pnnted. When scientists hike Isaac Newton began to
publizh their discoveries, they could influence a much wider circle
of scientifically mminded readers. The wotings of thinkers such as
Thomas Pame, Voltaire and Jean Jacques Rousseau were also wadely
ponted and read. Thus their :deas about science, reason and mationahty

found theirway mto popular hterature.
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MNew words

Box 2

Denommations — Sub groups withiri a rebigion
Almanac — An annual publication givme
astronomical data, information about the
movements of the sun and moon, tmng of
full tides and echpaes, and much elze that was
of importance in the evervday hfe of people

Chapbook— A term uzed to descabe pocket-
s1ze books that are sold by teavelling pedlars
called chapmen These became popular from
the time of the smeteenth-century pont revoluhon

In 1791, a London publisher, James Lackington,
wrote in his diary:

‘The sale of books in general has increased
prodigioushy within the last twenty years. The
poorer sort of farmers and even the poor country
people in general who before that period spent
their winter evenings in relating stories of witches,
ghosts, hobgoblins ... now shorten the winter
night by hearing their sons and daughters read
them tales, romances, etc. If John goes to town
with a load of hay, he is charged to be sure not
to forget to bring home Peregrine Pickle's
Adventure _.. and when Dolly is sent to sell her
eggs, she is commissioned to purchase The
History of Joseph Andrews.
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4.1 Tremble, therefore, tyrants of the worid?

By the nmmd-eighteenth century, there was a common conviction that
bocks were a means of spreading progress and enhohtenment Many
beheved that books could change the world, liberate society from
despotism and tyranny, and herald a ime when reason and mtellect
would rule. Louise-Sebastien Mercer, a novelistin eighteenth-century
France, declared: ‘The ponting pressis the most powerful engine of
progress and public opmuon 13 the force that will sweep despotism
away’ In many of Mercier’s novels, the heroes are transformed by
acts of reading. They devour books, are lost in the word books
create, and become enlightened in the process. Convinced of the
power of pont i brnngng enhohtenment and destroving the bass
of despotism, Mercier proclaimed: “Tremble, therefore, tyrants of

the world! Tremble before the virtual writer”

4.2 Print Culture and the French Revolution

Many lustonans have aroued that print culture created the conditions
within which French Revolution occcurred. Can we make such

a connecton?

Three types of arguments have been usually put forward.

First- print populansed the 1deas of the Enhghtenment thinkers.
Collectively, their waotings promided a cotical commentary on tradition,
superstition and despotism. They arpued for the rule of reazon rather
than custom, and demanded that everything be judged through the
application of reason and rationality. They attacked the zacred
authority of the Church and the despotic power of the state, thus
eroding the lepitimacy of 2 social crder baszed on tradition. The
writings of Voltaire and Roussean were read widely; and those who
read theze books saw the wordd through new eves, eves that were

questioning, cotical and rational

Second: print created a new culture of dialogue and debate. All
values, norms and mstitutions were re-evaluated and discussed bra
public that had become aware of the power of reason, and
recognised the need to question exmisting ideas and heliefs. Within

this pubkc culture, new ideas of social revolution came into being:

Third: by the 1780s there was an outpounng of hterature that mocked

the rovalty and coticised their mosahty In the process, it raised
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Source B

This is how Merder describes the impact of the
printed word, and the power of reading in one
of his books:

‘Anyone who had seen me reading would have
compared me to @ man dying of thirst who was
gulping down some fresh, pure water . Lighting
my lamp with extraordinary caution, I threw
myself hungrily into the reading. An easy
eloguence, effortless and animated, carried me
from one page to the next without my noticing
it. A dock struck off the hours in the silence of
the shadows, and I heard nothing. My lamp began
to mun out of oif and produced only a pale light,
but still I read on. I could not even take out time
to raise the wick for fear of interrupting my
pleasure. How those new ideas rushed into my
brain! How my intelligence adopted them!

Quoted by Robert Darnton, The Forbidden Best-
Sellers of Pre-Revolutionary France, 1995.

MNew words

Despotism — A system of governance m which
absolute power 12 exercised by an mndividual,

unregulated by legal and constitutional checks
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questions about the existing social order Cartoons and caricatures
trpically suggested that the monarchy remaned absorbed onlv in
sensual pleasures while the common people suffered 1mmense
hardzhips. This hterature circulated underground and led to the
growth of hostile sentiments agamst the monarchy

How do we lock at these arpuments? There can be no doubt that
pont helps the spread of :deas. Butwe smust remember that people
did not read just one kind of hterature_ If they read the ideas of

Voltare and Roussean, they were also exposed to monarchical and

Church propaganda. They were not mflnenced directly by everythne
they read or saw They accepted some 1deas and rejected others.

They mterpreted thimes their own way. Pont did not directly shape
their mends, but it did open up the possibibity of thinkme differently

g
-7 e proomi o “ 3
R S g s gur

- Tk gl SRS v 2 pwdows o1/ .
iy e AELTR I ahi iy g b
e 1 o == X T

Imiagine that you are a cartoonist in France.
before the revolution. Design a cartoon as it
would have appeared in a pamphlet

——
o VLY

carteon of the late eighteenth century.

Fig. 11 — The nobility and the common people before the French Revolution, a

The cartoon shows how the ordinary people — peasants, artisans and workers — had &
hard time while the nobility enjoyed life and oppressed them. Circulation of cartpons
like this one had an impact on the thinking of people before the revoiution.

Discuss

Wiy do some histonians think that print culfure created the basis for the French Revolution?
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The Nineteenth Century

The nineteenth century saw vast leaps m mass literacy in Europe,

bonging in large numbers of new readers among children,

wornen and workers.

5.1 Children, Women and Workers »

Az poumary education became compulsory from the Iate
nineteenth century, children became an important category
of readerz Production of school textbooks became cotical
for the publishing industee A children’s press, devoted to
Lterature for children alone, was set up m France n 1857,
Thaz press published new works as well as old faur tales
and folk tales. The Gomm Brothers in Germany spent vears
compiling traditional folk tales gathered from peasants What
they collected was edited before the stomes were publizhed
i1 a collection in 1812, Anvthing that was considered
unsuitable for children orwould appear vulgar to the elites,
was notmcluded i the published version. Rural folk tales
thus acquired a new form. In this way, pont recorded cld

tales but also changed them.

Women became important as readers as well as writers. Penny
maganines {see Fie 12) were ezpecially meant for women. as
were manuals teaching proper behaviour and housekeeping.
When novels began to be written in the nmeteenth century,

women Were seent as important readers. Some of the best-

WHTISPIEGE FOR THE FENNY MAC HEGEIIHL

O iha -l“iﬂr Ih.vrl-l.‘l..

Fig. 12— Hmmspret:e of Penny Mauazme
Penny Magazine was published between 1832 and 1835
in England by the Society for the Diffusion of Usefiul

Krnowledge. It was aimed primarily at the working class.

Enown novelists were women: Jane Austen, the Bronte sisters,
George Ehot. Their watings became important in defining a new
trpe of woman: a person with will, strencth of personaklity,

determination and the power to think

Box 3

Lending bibraries had been in emstence from the seventeenth century
onwards. In the nineteenth century, lending hbranes m England Themas Wood, a Yorkshire mechanic, narrated

how he would rent old newspapers and read

became instruments for educatng white-collar workers, artisans them by firelight in the evenings as he could not
and lower-nuddle-clazs people. Sometimes, self-educated working -afford candles. Autobiographies of poor people

clas: people wrote for themselves. After the working day was narrated their struggles to read against grim

obstacles: the twentieth-century Russian

gradually shortened from the omd-nineteenth century, workers had revolutionary author Maxim Gorky's My Childhood
some time for self-improvement and self-expression Thevwrote ‘and My University provide glimpses of such

pohtical tracts and autobiographies in larpe numbers.

224

struggles.



195 -a'aﬂago

195@@@&%%@5@@@%@3@5@%
Zhob. Do, Dfrgen, EEEE&EJEJESE‘ JEpH Hogrs® 59
FoHoD EHSTes. - - - : IONTISPIECE FOR THE FENNY MAGAZING

OF tbaa l-t-!. iy i:-r 'lh Wl walen of l:lg.Jq.'I. l'.-u-'l.ﬂ‘l.
- LI _

5.1 Hygoo Sirtes H0dn =R

1935 dorgo 0586 58 (G0 2 SHPH6 Itos®
Doe St F6E Sto saimt. Sew @ng I
Fivee (B0 D6 @D Sotorr Sr008. 18574° (R
Doe 5%0 SRS ©08Sm boe Jis (PEH Jonew
derth. mothd® 578 §oidea® gt ard o Sfen, sand
e [HihOoSeE. athet (S (@) roEural e
Efer Ddw Hool DEbodtod® uik Hoddoren KA.
18126%, arth LS80d59 (Sd8odndtrdd Snoth
SEsodnoron bued SN D0E Boe e Sooed
eggore 0bod A6 (HeoI0sS FISET Hgards
(TP oes xSt Bijen 5° timaey SostosEoagon & Hfore
Soqzes e Se) O dRod. o8 HrEgd SrE.

Sofrtfen SREDerr Sdondorr (ZREngo STl ey
SoriESen (Igo --12 i;mnm Suegorre Hlrde gi;sn Pk 2 :
&E;}-Eofmcgo:n. Do Doftrdt Sood N6, rjE Do T "'5.;1‘35 Ef-ﬁ.wa@o

rods woersn a0l 193 ca’anfgoéﬁ SSemy oraiio by SopaESt somosE” 1852808 1855 dag ApeliS daged|
o Y Solrtfors Sogrdn Sdhere drhaety, (97 SRE 8L ($3Woded. 88 [Sawor sOE Sols
(erSoagmiy) S B

EReR, (@7oth Febres, &g sdabes @by Sbres =
S5 Sdonden. 58 Sddes S8 ﬁéﬁ Agicho, id neo,
& HoSero, u&dor €8 o abre DBooron. 0 Sdden
Sofrgod 58 Swod® Sramom.

.

178 Jorpo H08 it Sivm sl Horredtrn axoge’s 293 . . .
Somon sorrofs® £ Dober 195 dovgod® obied® 5000 ofial 5=0F somd oo §F somo S50
08, Jags Sreded, HIDS Sepstre Pucd Dipp  FOROT &g Eery S ol Aratogo

i .. e
©OBOSERE 0.5 FETOre A0ED. SR SEHOre DIHONES f:i fiaﬁ: = ﬁi';f ﬁim o\
(DK 5 (Smeo &5 S5 oSTTI08 FG0 DY o sowress ssomon 208 Sad 65 255

T8 Soroben ijﬁuﬁwm Sorahs eaamwa %»cm éfééﬁmﬁ Shetoxes S5 T8 B BTSoES B B aG0SER

508 Foko 0808, T B I&ﬂa}:ﬂ" uuaaécm ST, oD 0: 3885 giposs Fotros Hofgor
Bé&&‘.’:‘.ﬁmmﬁm =

8 - &gd¥ (BHo

%

Dol

a3o0| Seae

225




E B
s
O
o
f——
=
m
<
a.
-z
w
<
2
i
=
-
<
=
=%

5.2 Further Innovations

By the late exghteenth century, the press came to be made out of
metal Through the mineteenth century, there were 2 senes of further
mnovations i ponting technologr. By the rmd-nineteenth century,
Richard M. Hoe of New York had perfected the power-driven
cvhndaocal press. This was capable of panting 8,000 sheets pechouc
This press was particularhy uzseful for ponting newspapers. In the
late mneteenth century, the offzet press was developed which could
prnt up to six colours at a time. From the tum of the twentieth
century, electneally operated presses accelerated pontmg operations.
A senes of other developments followed. Methods of feeding paper
mmproved, the quality of plates became better. automatic paper reels
and photoelectric controls of the colour register were introduced.
The accumulation of several indmidual mechamcal improvements

transformed the appearance of prnted tests.

Printers and publishers continuously developed new strategres
to zell their product. Nineteenth-century penodicals senahsed
mmportant novels, which gave birth to a particular way of wnting
novelz. In the 1920s in England, popular works were sold n
cheap series, called the Shulhng Series. The dust cover or the
book jacket 1z also a twentieth-century innovation. With the
onset of the Great Depression in the 1930s, publishers feared a
decline in book purchazes. To sustain buving, ther brought

out cheap paperback editions.

Look at Fig. 13. What impact do such
‘advertisements have on the public mind?

Do you think everyone reacts to printed material
in the same way?

Fg. 13 - Advertisements at a railway station in Engiand, a §thograph by Alfred Concanen, 1874
FPrinted advertisements and noltices were plastered on street walls, raifway platforms and public buildings.
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India and the World of Print

Letus see when prnting began i India and how ideas and mformation
were wrtten before the age of print.

6.1 Manuscripts Before the Age of Print » :

India had a very ich and old tradibion of handwritten manuscenpts —
m Sansknt Arabic, Perstan_ as well as i vanous vernacular lanpuaces.
Manusenpts were copied on palm leaves or on handmade paper

Pages were sometimes beautifully illustrated. They would be esther Fig. 14 — Pages
. : from the Gita
pressed between wooden covers or sewn together to ensure Govinda of
preservation. Manvscrpts continued to be produced till well after "":"m"";
. . . : eighteenth century.
the mtroduction of print, down to the late nineteenth century. This is & palm-leaf
) ] ) ) handwritten
Manuscopts, however, were highly expensrre and fragile. They had manuscpt in
accordion format.

to be handled carefully, and they could not be read easily as the

Fig. 15 — Pages from the Diwan of Hafiz, 1824.

Hafiz was g fourteenth-century poet whose colfected works are known a3 Diwan. NMotice the
beautiful calligraphy and the elaborate llustration and design. Manuscripis like this continued
to be produced for the nch even after the coming of the letterpress.
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seript was wotten in different styles. So
manuscripts were not widely used n
everyday hife. Even though pre-colonal
Bengalhad developed an extensrve network
of village pomary schools, students very
often did not read texts. They only learnt
to write. Teachers dictated portions of

texts from memorr and students wrote | P9 16 — Pages from the Rigveda. ) o
N Handwritten manuschpis continued to be produced in India till much afrer

them down. Many thus became hterate the coming of print. This menuscript was produced in the eighteenth
without ever actoally reading anv kinds century in the Malayalam script.

of texts.

6.2 Print Comes to India »

The ponting press first came to (Goa with Portuguese mizsionanes
m the mnd-sixteenth century. Jesmt priests learnt Konkam and
prnted several tracts. By 1674, about 30 bocks had been printed
i the Konkam and i Kanara lancuages. Cathohe priests printed
the first Tamil book in 1379 at Cochin, and n 1713 the first
Malavalam book was ponted by them. By 1710, Dutch Protestant
muzsionanes had prnted 32 Tamul texts. many of them tranzlations
of older works

The Enghsh lanpuage press did not grow in India till quate late even
though the Enghish East India Company began to import presses
trom the late seventeenth century.

From 1780, James Augustus Hickey bepan to edit the Bempa/ Gazgeste,
a weekly magazine that described itself as "2 commercial paper open
toall, but mfluenced by none’. So it was povate English enterprize,
proud of itz mdependence from colomal mflsence, that bepan Enghsh
printing m India. Hickey published a lot of advertisements, mecludmg

those that related to the import and sale of slaves. But he also Source C
published a lot of gossip about the Company’ senuor officials in As Iate 3s 1768, 3 William Bolts affixed a notice
India. Enraged by this, Governor-General Warren Hastings  on a public building in Calcutta:

persecoted Hickey, and encouraged the publication of offically  “To the Public: Mr. Bolts takes this method of
sanchoned newspapers that could counter the flow of mnformation infnrrrfing !l:he_ ptlhlIF that the “_Emt of a pnnﬁqg
that damaged the image of the colonial government By the PES TN NG 812 Oek G e ae )

business ... he is going to give the best
close of the eighteenth century, a number of newspapers and  encouragement to any ... persons whe are

journals appeared i print. There were Indians, too, who began versed in the business of printing.
to publish Indian newspapers. The furst to appear was the weekly &}hj however, left for E-ngiand soon after and
Benga! Gazette, brought ocut by Gangadhar Bhattacharva, whe RS Cine of Vi, B el

was close to Rammohun Roy.
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74 Religious Reform and Public Debates

From the early mineteenth century, a3 vou know, there were mntense
debates around reli;ious issues. Different groups confronted the
changes happenmg within colomal zociety in different ways, and
offered 2 vanety of new interpretations of the belefs of different
rehoions. Some criticized existing practices and campaigned for
reform while others countered the arpuments of reformers These
debates were carried out in public and i print. Printed tracts and
newspapers not only spread the new ideas, but they shaped the
nature of the debate. A wader pubhe could now parierpate in thesze
public discussions and express their miews. New 1deas emerged

through these clashes of opmuons.

Thizwas a tme of mtense controversies between social and rehgious
reformers and the Hindu orthodoxy over matters like vndow
immolation, monotheizm, Brahmameal priesthood and idolatey In
Bengal as the debate developed, tracts and newspapers prohferated,
circulating a vanety of arpuments. To reach a vnder audience, the
ideaz were ponted in the evervday, spoken language of ordinary
people. Rammohun Roy pubkshed the Sambad Faswad from 1821
and the Hindu orthodozy comnmuszioned the Samachar Chandriks
to oppose hiz opinions. From 1822, two Persian newspapers were
published, Jam-Jabar *amaz and Shamrul Akbbar In the same vear,

a Gujarat newspaper, the Bomrbgy Samachar, made its appearance.

In north Indea, the nlama were deeply anmous about the collapse
of Mushm drnasties. They fteared that colonial rulers would
encourage conversion, change the Mushm personal laws. To counter
this, they used cheap lithographic presses, published Persian and
Usrdu translations of holr senptures, and prnted religious
newspapers and tracts. The Deoband Senunary, founded in 1867,
publizhed thousand: upon thousands of fatwas telling Muskm
readers how to conduct themszelves i thesr everyday bves, and

explamming the meamings of Islamnc doctones All through the

nineteenth century, a number of Mushm sects and seminaries New words
appeared, each with a different mterpretation of faith, each keen Ulama — Legal scholars of Islam and the shana
on enlarmng its following and countening the influence of its ( 2 body of Islamec Taw)

opponents. Urdu pont helped them conduct these battles 1 pubhe. Fatwa — A legal pronouncement on Islamic
law usually grven by a muft (legal scholar) to
clanfv issues on which the law is uncertam
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Ameong Hindus, too, pont encouraged the reading of rehgious texts,

ezpecially in the vernacular lanonages. The first ponted edition of
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the Ramcharitmanas of Tulsidas, a sisteenth-century text, came out
from Calcutta m 1810, By the mmd-nineteenth century, cheap
hthographic editons flooded north Indsan markets From the 1880s,
the Waval Kishore Press at Lucknow and the Sho Venkateshwar
Press in Bombay published numerous rehprons texts in vernaculars,
In their printed and portable form these could be read easaly by the
fasthful at any place and time. They could alsc be read out to large

groups of lliterate men and women

Relimous texts, therefore, reached a very wide circle of people,
encouraging discussions, debates and controversies wathin and
amonyg different rehmons,

Print did not only stimulate the pubhcation of confheting opinions
amonest commumties, but it also connected commumties and people

m different parts of India. Newspapers conveyed news from one

place to another, creating pan-Indsan identities.

Source D

Why Newspapers?

"Krishnaji Trimbuck Ranade inhabitant of Poona intends to publish a Newspaper in the Marathi Language with a view of
affording useful information on every topic of local interest. It will be open for free discussion on subjects of general wtility,
scientific investigation and the speculations connected with the antiquities, statistics, curiosities, history and geography of
the country and of the Deccan espedally... the patronage and support of all interested in the diffusion of knowledge and
Welfare of the People is eamestly solicted.

Bombay Telegraph and Courfer, 6 January 1849

‘The task of the native newspapers and political associations is identical to the role of the Opposition in the House of
Commons in Parliament in England. That is of oitically examining government policy to suggest improvements, by removing
those paris that will not be to the benefit of the people, and also by ensuring speedy implementation.

These associations ought to carefully study the particular issues, gather diverse relevant information on the nation as well
as on what are the possible and desirzble improvements, and this will surely eam it considerable influence.’

Native Opinion, 3 April 1870.
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New Forms of Publication

Ponting created an appetite for new kinds of wotng As more and
mote people could now read, they wanted to see their own lives,
experiences, emotions and relationshsps reflected in what they read.
The novel, a hterary firm which had developed in Europe, 1deally
catered to this need. [t zoon acquired distinctrrely Indian forms: and
styles. For readers, it opened up new worlds of expenence, and

gave a vivid senze of the diversity of human lres.

Other new hterary forms also entered the world of reading —
Irrics, short stories, essavs about social and pobitical matters. In

different ways, they remforced the new emphasis on human lves

and mtmate feelings, about the political and socaal rales that shaped
such thmes.

Ev the end of the nineteenth century, a new vasual
culture was taking shape. With the settincup of an
mereasing number of printing presses, Tisual images
could be easily reproduced in multiple copies. Pamters
hike Raja Ravi Varma produced images for mass
circulation. Poor wood engravers who made
woodblocks set up shop near the letterpreszes, and
were emploved by pont shops. Cheap ponts and
calendars, easily available in the bazaar, could be
bought even by the poor to decorate the walls of
their homes or places of work These ponts began
shaping popular ideas about modemity and tradihon,
rehoion and polities, and society and cultare.

By the 1870z, canicatures and cartoons were being
published i joumals and newspapers, commenting
on social and political 13zues. Some cancatures
ndiculed the educated Indians’ fazcination with
Western tastes and clothes, while others expressed
the fear of social change. There were impenal
caricatures lampooning nationalsts, as well as

nationabst cartoons coticisme imperal le.

Fig. 17 — Raja Ritudhwaj rescuing Princess Madalsa
from the capiivity of demons, print by Rawi Varma.
Raja Ravi Varma produced innumerable mythological
paintings that were printed at the Ravi Varma Press.
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8.1 Women and Print

Lives and feelings of women began to be wntten i particularly
vrrid and mtense ways. Womens reading, therefore, increased
enormonsly in smddle-class homes. Liberal hushands and fathers
began educating therr womentolk at home, and sent them to schools
when women’s schools were setup in the cities and towns after the
mud-nineteenth century. Many journals began carrving writings by
women, and explained why women should be educated. They also
carned a syllabus and attached sustable reading matter whach could
be vsed for home-based schochng

But not all fanulies were hberal. Conservative Hinduos believed
that a hterate pirl would be widowed and Mushms feared that
educated women would be corrupted by reading Urdu romances.
Sometimes, rebel women defied such prohibition, We know the
story of a girl i a conservatrre Mushm family of north India
who secretly learnt to read and wate in Usdu. Her family wanted
her to read only the Arabic Quran which she did not understand.
So shemnzisted on learning to read a lanpuage thatwas her own. In
East Bengal in the early nineteenth century, Rashsundan Debsa
voung marned gird 1 3 very orthodox household, leamnt to read
the secrecy of her lntchen. Later, she wrote her autobiography
Aprar [ihan which was published in 1876 It was the first fulllensth
autohsography published m the Bengal language.

Since social reformes and novels had already created a greatinterest
inwomen’s Iives and emotions, there was also an interest in what
women would have to sav about their own lrves. From the 1860z,
2 few Bengah women like Kailashbashini Deb: wrote books
highlighting the expeniences of women — about how women weze
imprisoned at home, kept m ionorance, forced to do hard domestic
labour and treated unjustly by the very people they served. In the
1880s, in present-day Maharashtra, Tarabai Shinde and Pandita
Ramaba wrote with passionate anger about the mizerable hves
of upper-caste Hindu women, especially widows. A womanina
Tamil novel expressed what reading meant to women who were
20 greatly confined by social repulations: For vanous reasons my
world 15 small ... More than half my Life’s happiness has come

from books __?

While Urdu, Tarmnil, Bengah and Marath print culture had developed
early, Hind: printing began senously only from the 1870s Soon, a

larpe segment of it was devoted to the education of women. In
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Fig. 18 — The cover page of Indian Charivan.
The Indian Charivari was one of the many
Journals of caricature and satire published in
the late nineleenth century.

Notice that the imperial British figure is
positioned right 8t the centre. He is
authoritative and imperial; telling the natives
what iz to be done. The natives sit on either
side of him, servile and submissive. The
Indians are being shown & copy of Punch, the
British journal of cartoons and satire. You can
aimost hear the British master say — "Thiz is
the model, produce Indian versions of it."

SourceE

In 1926, Begum Rokeva Sakhawat Hossein, a
noted educationist and literary figure, strongly
condemned men for withholding education from
women in the name of religion as she addressed
the Bengal Women's Education Conference:

"The opponents of female education say that
women will become unruly . Fis! Thay call
themselves Muslims and yet go against the basic
tenet of Islam which gives Women an equal right
to education. If men are not led astray once
educated, why should women?”
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the early twentieth century, journals, wntten for and sometimes
edited by women, became extremely popular. Ther discussed
1zzues ke women's education, widowhood, widow remarnage
and the national movement Some of them offered household
and fashion lessons to women and brought entertainment through

short stones and senahized nowels.

In Pumab, too, a stmilar folk hiterature was widely printed from
the eardy twentieth century. Ram Chaddha published the fast-selbng
Lstvi Diarem Vichar to teach women how to be obedient wrves.
The Khalsa Tract Society published cheap booklets with a sinular
message. Many of these were in the form of dialopues about the

qualities of a good woman.

In Bengal, an entire area in central Calcutra — the Battala —wras
devoted to the ponting of popular books. Here vou could buy
cheap editions of religious tracts and seoptures, as well as kterature
that was considered obscene and scandalous. By the late mineteenth
century, a lot of these books were being profusely illustrated wath
woodecuts and coloured hthographs Pedlars tock the Battala
pubhcations to homes, enabling women to read them in thesw
lessure ime.
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Fig. 19 — Ghor Kali (The End of the
Warld), coloured woodcut, fate
nineteenth century.

The artist s vizion of the destruction
of proper family relations. Here the
husband is totalfy dominated by his
wife who iz perched on his shoulder.
He is cruel towards his mother,
dragging her fike an animal, by the
noose.

Fig. 20 — An Indian
couple,. hlack and white
woodout.

The image shows the
artist’s fear that the
cultural impact of the
Wesr has turned the
family upside down.
Notice that the man is
piaying the veena while
the woman is smoking 8
hookah. The move
towards women's
education in the late
ninetesnth century
created anxiety about the
breakdown of traditional
family roles.
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8.2 Print and the Poor People

Very cheap small books were brought to markets m mineteenth-century
Mladras towns and sold at erossroads, allowing poor people travelling
to markets to buy them. Public kbranes were set up from the eardy
twentieth century, expanding the aceess to books These bbranes were
located mostly in cibies and towns, and at ttmes in prosperous villages.
For nich local patrons, sethnoup a kbrarywas a way of acqunng preshoe.

From the late nineteenth century, sssues of caste diseormnation began to
be wrtten about in many prnted tracts and essavs. Jyotiba Phule, the
Maratha peoneer of Tow caste’ protest movements, wrote about the
iqustices of the caste system in iz Galamain (1871). In the twenteth
century, BR._Ambedlkarin Maharashtra and E V. Ramaswamy Naicker
1 Madras, better known as Penvar, wrote powerfully on caste and
their wotings were read by people all over India. Local protest
movements and sects also created a lot of popularjoumals and tracts
cofcsing ancient seriptiures and envisioning a new and st fuhare.
Workers in factones were too overworked and lacked the education to
wate much about their expeniences. But Kashibaba, a Kanpur
mulbworker, wrote and published Chbote Aur Bade Fa Sawaln 1938 to
show the links between caste and class explostation. The poems of
another Kanpur millwordser, who wrote under the name of Sudarshan
Chakr between 1935 and 1935, wete brought together and published
1 a collection called Sauhi Kaurtayan. By the 19305, Bangalore cotton
miltworkers zetup bbranes to educate themselves, following the example
of Bombayr workers These were sponzored br social reformers who
toed to restrct excesave donkng among them, to bong teracy and,
sometmes, to propagate the message of nationahsm
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= | nineteenth-century woodcut.

Fg. 21 — A European couple sitting on chairs,

The picture suggests traditional family roles. The
Sahib holds a liguor bottle in his hand while the
Memszahib plays the violin.

Look at Figs. 19, 20 and 21 carefully.
» What comment are the artists making on the
cocial changes 1aking piace I sociely?

> What changes in society were taking place to
> Do you agree with the artist's view?

Fig. 22 — | akshminath
Bezbaruah (1868-1938)

He was a doyen of modemn Assamese literature.
-Burhi Aair Sadhu (Grandmas Tzles) is among his
notzble werks. He penned the popular sena of
Assam, "0 Mor Apunar Desh’ (0" my beloved land).
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Print and Censorship

Before 1798, the colonial state under the East India Company was
not too concerned with censorship. Strangely, its eardy measures to
control printed matter were directed agamst Enchshmen in India
who were cotical of Company mismule and hated the actions of
particular Company officers. The Company was worned that such
criticizmns rmght be used by its entics i England to attack its trade

monopolr in India.

Ev the 18205, the Calcutta Supreme Cousrt passed certam repulations
to control press freedom and the Company began encouraging
publication of newspapers that would celebrate Brtsh mule: In 1833,
faced with urgent petitions by editors of English and vemacular
newspapers, Governor-General Bentinck agreed to remise press laws.
Thomas Macaulay, a liberal colonial official, formulated new rules

that restored the earkier freedoms.

After the revolt of 1837, the attitude to freedom of the press
changed. Enraped Enghshmen demanded a clamp down on the
‘native’ press. As vernacular newspapers became assertively
nationakst, the colomal povernment began debating measures of
stringent control In 1878, the Vernacular Press Actwas passed,
modelled on the Irish Press Laws It provided the government
wath extensre nehts to censor reports and editonals i the vernacular
press. From now on the government kept regular track of the
vernacular newspapers published in different provinces. When a
report was judged as seditious, the newspaper was warned, and if
the warmng was ignored, the press was hable to be seized and the
pontng machimery confizcated.

Despite repressive measuzes, nationalist newspapers grew m numbers
mn all parts of India. They reported on colomal misrule and
encouraged nationalist actrmties. Attempts to throttle nationalist
criticism provoked militant protest. Thas in turn led to a renewed
cycle of persecution and protests When Pumab revolubonanes were
deported in 1907, Balpangadhar Tilak wrote wath great sympathy
about them mn his Kesar This led to his imprisonment m 1905,
provoking m turm widespread protests all over India.
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Box 4

Sometimes, the government found it hard to
find candidates for editorship of loyalist papers.
When Sanders, editor of the Statesman that had
been founded in 1877, was approached, he
asked rudely how much he would be paid
for suffering the loss of freedom. The Friend
of Indiz refused a government subsidy, fearing
that this would force it to be obedient to
government commands.

Box 5

The power of the printed word is most often
seen in the way governments seek to regulate
and suppress print, The colonial government kept
continuous track of all books and newspapers
published in India and passed numerous laws to
control the press.

During the First World War, under the Defence
of India Rules, 22 newspapers had to furnish
securities. Of these, 18 shut down rather than
comply with government orders. The Sedition
Committee Report under Rowlatt in 1919 further
strengthened controls that led te imposition of
penalties on various newspapers. At the outbreak
of the Second World War, the Defence of India
Act was passed, allowing censoring of reports of
war-related topics. All reports about the Quit India
movement came under its purview. In August
1942, about 90 newspapers were suppressed.

Source F

Gandhi said in 1922:

"Liberty of speech ... liberty of the press ...
freedom of association. The Government of India
is now seeking to crush the three powerful
vehicles of expressing and cultivating public
opinion. The fight for Swaraj, for Khilafat ...
means 3 fight for this threatened freedom
before all else ...
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Write in brief

1. Give reasons for the following:

a) Woodblock print only came to Europe after 1295.

b) Martin Luther was in favour of print and spoke out in praise of it

c) The Roman Catholic Church began keeping an Index of Prohibited books from
the mid-sixteenth century.

d) Gandhi said the fight for Swaraj is a fight for liberty of speech, liberty of the
press, and freedom of association.

2. Whte short notes to show what you know about:

a) The Gutenberg Press
b) Erasmus's idea of the printed book
c) The Vemacular Press Act

3. What did the spread of print culture in nineteenth century India mean to:

a) Women
b) The poor
c) Reformers

Discuss

1. Why did some people in eighteenth century Europe think that print culture would bring
enlightenment and end despatism?

2. Why did some people fear the effect of easily available pnnted books? Choose one example
from Europe and one from India.

3. What were the effects of the spread of print culture for poor people in nineteenth century India?
4 Explain how print culture assisted the growth of nationalism in India.

Project

Find out more about the changes in print technology in the last 100 years. Write about the
changes, explaining why they have taken place, what their consequences have been.
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FUNDAMENTALDUTIES

Fundamental duties: It shall be the duty of every citizen of India-

(@) toabide by the Conslitution and respect its ideals and institutions, the National Flag and the National
Anthem;

(b) tocherishand follow the noble ideals which inspired our national struggle for freedom;

(c) touphold and protect the sovereignty, unity and integrity of India;

(d) todefend the country and render national service when called upon to do so;

(e) Lo promole harmony and the spiril of common brotherhood amongst all the people of India
transcending religious, linguistic and regional or sectional diversities: Lo renounce practices derogatory
to the digmty of women:

(h  tovalue and preserve the rich heritage of our composite culture;

() toprotect and improve the natural environment including forests, lakes, rivers and wild life, and to
have compassion for living creatures;

(h) todevelop the scientific temper, humanism and the spirit of inquiry and reform;

(i) tosafeguard public property and to abjure violence.

() tostrive towards excellence in all spheres of individual and collective activity so that the nation
constantly rises to higher levels of endeavour and achievement;

(k) whoisa parent or guardian, Lo provide opportunities for education to his child or, as the case may
be ward between the age of six and fourteen years;

- Constitution of India,

X Part IV A (Article 51 A]/
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Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education (RTE) Act. 2009
The RTE Actprovides for the right of children to free and Compulsory Education to every childin the
age group of 6— 14 years which came into force from 1 April 2010 in Andhra Pradesh.

[mpurtant provisions of RTE Act
Ensure availability of schools within the reach of the children.

= Improve School infrastructure facilities.

= Enroll children in the class appropriate to his/ her age.

= Children have a right to receive special training in order o be at par with other children.

= Providing appropriate [acilities for the education of children with special needs on par with other chaldren.

= Nochild shall be liable to pay any kind of fee or charges or expenses which may prevent him or her from
pursuing and completing the elementary education. No test for admitting the children in schools.

» Noremoval of name and repetition of the child in the same class.

= Nochild admitted in a school shall be held back in any class or expel from school till the completion of
elementary education.

= Nochild shall be subjected to physical punishment or mental harassment.

= Admission shall not be denied or delayed on the ground that the transfer and other certificates have not
been provided on lime.

= Eligible candidates alone shall be appointed as teachers.

= The teaching learning process and evaluation procedures shall promote achievement of appropriate
competencies.

= Noboard examinations shall be conducted to the children till the completion of elementary education.

= Children can continue in the schools even after 14 years until completion of elementary education.

« No discrimination and related practices towards children belonging to backward and marginalized
communities.

= The curriculum and evaluation procedures must be in conformity with the values enshrined in the constitution

\\_ and make the child free of fear and anxiety and help the child to express views freely. .




