
Student Corner Teacher Corner

India – Size and Location 4 - 15

Physical Features of India 16 - 35

Drainage 36 - 53

June
⊥øτ

August
ΑΚυγ

October
≅χúΟôΣν

SOCIAL SCIENCE

GEOGRAPHY

CONTEMPORARY INDIA - I
ΜÁΣΚôΩ ΒϕƒΥô ` I

CONTENTS

ΒϕƒΥô-ΣςκΣΖÜ Τσßλ ΒÚκ♦Ολ

      ΒϕƒΥô↑τ ΒΥσûΚ ≅ûΤκ×Κρ

Ρƒ¿ν Ξ⁄Κôο

SEMESTER - 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 1

Chapter 3

Chapter No.                        Name                                           Month                     Page.No.



INDIA –  SIZE AND LOCATION2

The Students will be able to

1. India - Size and Locaton

1. Locate the States, their capitals, Union territories, borders, neighbouring

countries and water bodies etc on the map of India.

2. Identify the longitudinal and latitudinal extent of India.

3. Analyse the strategic position of India in South Asian countries.

4. Explain the concept of the standard time and calculate the Indian Standard

Time.

5. Appreciate the natural resources of India and evaluate its usage.

2. Physical Features of India

1. Differentiate between the physical features of India.

2. Compare the relief features of India with its adjacent countries.

3. Discuss the role the Northern Plains as the granary of the country and appreciate

the plateau as the store house of minerals.

4. Compare and differentiate between the Western and the Eastern coastal plains.

5. Analyse and evaluate the Great Indian Desert, Islands and life styles of people

living there.

3. Drainage

1. Appreciate the drainage system in India and locate the river system on the map

of India.

2. Understand the differences between the Himalayan and the Peninsular rivers.

3. Describe the key role of rivers in the Indian economy.

4. Analyse the causes of river pollution and its impact on the lifestyle of the people.

5. Appreciate the tourist spots on the banks of the rivers and lake views.

LEARNING OUT COMES
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Κσ[ο ↑ûΖÜΚρ

3uó²sÁÔá<ûXø+ - |�]eÖD+ eT]jáTT ��¿ì

ΚσúΣôν−−−

1. ΒϕƒΥô ` ΣςκΣΖÜ Τσßλ ΒÚκ♦Ολ

1. Τô♣ΩδΚρ+ ≅Ξσ°τ ΘûΩΡΚςδΚρ+ ë±Υτ ♦ςúΘΜδΚρ+ ΦοûΩΚρ+ ≅ηûΟ

ΡôÓΚρ Τσßλ ¿ν ♣ûΩΚρ úΣôτ[Ξσû[ ΒϕƒΥ ΞûςΣΟιƒο Ï°κΣν−

2. ΒϕƒΥô↑τ ¾νχΚúςûΚ+ ≅γΜúςûΚΚ↓τ ≅ΖûΞ Ï°κΣν ≅οΩÕ ≅°Ξν−

3. ùΘσΚô′Υ ΡôÓΚ↓ο ΒϕƒΥô↑τ ↑ëΚ♣ûΩ Ï°ιÕ ↑Ξ↔κΣν−

4. ƒγΟúΡςλ Ï°ιΘ ΚÚιûΘ ≅°Ξν Τσßλ ΒϕƒΥ ƒγΟúΡςιûΘ ΚΠχ€γÓ áßΞν−

5. ΒϕƒΥô↑τ ΒΥûΚ ΞΖδΚûΖ ΑµÜ ùΜµÕ ≅Θτ ΣΥτΣôγûΟ ΤƒκÀÓ ùΜµΞν−

2. ΒϕƒΥô↑τ ΒΥσûΚ ≅ûΤκ×Κρ

1. ΒϕƒΥô↑τ ΒΥσûΚ ≅ûΤκ×Κρ Ï°ιÕ ≅°Ξν−

2. ΒϕƒΥô↑τ ×↑♠Υο ≅ûΤκûΣ ΒΘς ΡôÓΚÞΟτ Ικ♦ÓΞν−

3. ΞΟχÏ ΜΤùΞ↓ Ρôγ⁄τ Θô±Υχ ΚΖφ′ΥΤôΚÜλ+ ÀΟé♥ Κ±ΤδΚ↓τ ΚΖφ′ΥΤôΚ

ΒÚκΣûΘ úΣôσ° ×ΚθΞν−

4. úΤσÏ Τσßλ €ΨχÏ ΚΟσΚûς ΜΤùΞ↓ΚûΖ Ικ♦γÓ úΞßΣôÓΚûΖ ΚηΟ°Ξν−

5. ΒϕƒΥ ΣôûΩΞ∴λ+ ¾ÜΚρ Τσßλ ≅δÏ ΞôÝλ ΤχΚ↓τ ΞôθχûΚ Øû[ΚûΖ

ΣÏκΣôµÜ ùΜµÕ ΤƒκÀÓ ùΜµΞν−

3. Ρƒ¿ν Ξ⁄Κôο

1. ΒϕƒΥô↑ο ∆ρΖ Ρƒ ¿ν Ξ⁄Κôο ≅ûΤκûΣ Σôςôγ⁄+ ΒϕƒΥô↑τ ΞûςΣΟιƒο

ΡƒΚ↓τ ≅ûΤκûΣ ΚηΟ°Ξν−

2. ΒΤΥΤûΩ ΡƒΚÞχÏλ+ ¾ΣΚσΣ ΡƒΚÞχÏλ ΒûΟúΥ ∆ρΖ úΞßΣôÓΚûΖ ≅°Ξν−

3. ΒϕƒΥκ ùΣôÚΖôΘôςιƒο ΡƒΚ↓τ Øχ€Υ ΣδûΚ ↑Ξ↔κΣν−

4. Ρƒ ΤôΜûΟΞΘσΚô∴ ΚôςΠδΚûΖÙλ+ ΤχΚ↓τ ΞôθχûΚ Øû[♠ο ≅Θτ ΘôχΚιûΘÙλ

ΣÏκΣôµÜ ùΜµΞν−

5. ΑßΚρ Τσßλ Γ↔χΚûςΚ↓ο ≅ûΤϕÕρΖ ÑσßΩôι ΘΩδΚûΖ Ï°ιÕ ΣôςôγÓΞν−
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The Tropic of Cancer (23° 30'N) divides the
country into almost two equal parts. To the
southeast and southwest of the mainland, lie
the Andaman and Nicobar islands and the
Lakshadweep islands in Bay of Bengal and
Arabian Sea respectively.  Find out the extent
of these groups of islands from your atlas.

SIZE

The land mass of India has an area of 3.28
million square km. India’s total area accounts
for about 2.4 per cent of the total geographical

India is one of the ancient civilisations in
the world.  It has achieved multi-faceted
socio-economic progress during the last

five decades. It has moved forward displaying
remarkable progress in the field of
agriculture, industry, technology and
overall economic development.  India has
also contributed significantly to the making
of world  history.

LOCATION

India is a vast country. Lying entirely in the
Northern hemisphere (Figure 1.1) the main
land extends between latitudes 8°4'N and
37°6'N and longitudes 68°7'E and 97°25'E.

INDIA – SIZE AND LOCATION

Figure 1.1 : India in the World

• The southernmost point of
the Indian Union– ‘Indira Point’ got submerged under
the sea water in 2004 during the Tsunami.
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1ΒϕƒΥô - ΣςκΣΖÜ Τσßλ ΒÚκ♦Ολ

∆Ω€ÛρΖ ùΘôτûΤ ΞôµϕΘ
ΡôΚ↔ΚδΚûΖ ùΚôηÓρΖ ΡôÓΚ↓ο
ΒϕƒΥôÜλ Ιτß− ΒÕ ΚΟϕΘ ΗλΣÕ
ΑηÓΚ↓ο ΜêΚ,ùΣôÚΖôΘôςιƒτ ΣτØΚ
ΞΖνε′ûΥ ΜôƒιÕρΖÕ− ΒÕ ↑ΞΜôΥλ+
ùΘô→σÕû[+ ùΘô→ο ÖγΣ Õû[Κ↓ο
Ï°κ♦ΟιΘχΚ ΞΖνε′ ≅ûΟϕÕ+ ΙγÓùΤôιΘ
ùΣôÚΖôΘôς ΞΖνε′ûΥ úΡôχ€ Øτú∴ôχ€
ùΜτß ùΚôη⁄Úχ€[Õ− ∆ΩΚ ΞςΩôσû[
∆ÚΞôχÏΞƒÛλ ΒϕƒΥô ′[κΣô∴
ΣδΚ↓κûΣ ΞΨδ€ÙρΖÕ−

≅ûΤ↑Ολ

ΒϕƒΥô ΙÚ ΣςϕΘ ΡôÓ− ΒÕ ØÝΞÕλ
ΞΟχÏ ≅ûςúΚôΖιƒο ≅ûΤϕÕρΖÕ−
∋ΣΟλ−0−0−( Θτ ♣ΩκΣςκ× 8o4-ΞΟχÏ Τσßλ
37o5 ΞΟχÏ ≅γΜúςûΚΚρ Τσßλ 68o7
€ΨχÏ Τσßλ 97o25 €ΨχÏ ¾νχΚ úςûΚΚρ
ΒûΟúΥ Σς↑ÙρΖÕ−

ΚΟΚ úςûΚ (23° 30öΞΟχÏ) ΡôγûΟ Γ[χÏû[Υ
ΒςηÓ ΜΤΣôΚδΚΖôΚ ♦↔χ€[Õ−
Ρôγ⁄τ ♣ΩκΣςκ♦σÏ ùΘτ úΤσÏ ƒûΜ♠ο
≅ς♦χΚΟ←ο ΒΩγΜι¾ÜΚÞλ+ ùΘτ€ΨχÏ
ƒûΜ♠ο ΞδΚôΖ ↑↔ÏΟô ΚΟ←ο ≅ϕΘΤôτ
♣úΚôΣôν ¾ÜΚÞλ ≅ûΤϕÕ ∆ρΖ∴− Βι¾Ü
áγΟδΚ↓τ ΣςκûΣ ∆δΚÞûΟΥ ♣ΩΞûς
ΣΟ ×ιΘΚιƒο ΚηΟ°ΥÜλ−

∆δΚÞχÏ ùΘ↔ÙΤô> •ΒϕƒΥ ë±Υ±τ
ùΘτ Øû∴κΣÏƒΥô∴ Βϕƒςô Øû∴+
1//3ο ♣ΚθϕΘ Α→κúΣςûΩ♠ο
ΚΟÛχÏρ êθ€↑γΟÕ−

Σςκ×ΖÜ 9
ΒϕƒΥ ♣ΩκΣÏƒ 2−17 ♥ο←Υτ ΜÕς €úΩô
ÁγΟνΚρ ΣςκΣΖûΞ ùΚôηΟÕ ∆ΩΚ
♣ΩκΣςκ♦ο ΒϕƒΥô↑τ ùΤôιΘ ♣ΩκΣςκ×
1−3 ΜΘÅΘιûΘ ùΚôηÓρΖÕ−

ΞΟ
≅ùΤ↔χΚô

ùΘτ
≅ùΤ↔χΚô

Σ′♦χ
ùΣÚδΚΟο

≅γΩôη⁄χ
ùΣÚδΚΟο

≅ηΟôν⁄Κô

ΗúςôκΣô

ΒϕƒΥ ùΣÚδΚΟο

Α′Υô

Ακ↔χΚô

Αυƒúς←Υô

ΣΟλ 1.1 ∆Ω€ο ΒϕƒΥô

Σ′♦χ
ùΣÚδΚΟο

Αν⁄χ ùΣÚδΚΟο



area of the world. From Figure 1.2 it is clear
that India is the seventh largest country of
the world. India has a land boundary of
about 15,200 km and the total length of the
coastline of the mainland, including
Andaman and Nicobar and Lakshadweep,
is 7,516.6 km.

India is bounded by the young fold
mountains in the northwest,  north and
northeast. South of about 22° north
latitude, it begins to taper, and extends
towards the Indian Ocean, dividing it into
two seas, the Arabian Sea on the west and
the Bay of  Bengal on its east.

Look at Figure 1.3 and note that the
latitudinal and longitudinal extent of the
mainland is about 30°. Despite this fact, the
east-west extent appears to be smaller than
the north-south extent.

From Gujarat to Arunachal Pradesh,
there is a time lag of two hours. Hence, time
along the Standard Meridian of India
(82°30'E) passing through Mirzapur (in
Uttar Pradesh) is taken as the standard time
for the whole country. The latitudinal extent
influences the duration of day and night, as
one moves from south to north.

• Why 82°30'E has been selected as the Standard
Meridian of India?

• Why is the difference between the durations
of day and night hardly felt at Kanniyakumari
but not so in Kashmir?

INDIA AND THE WORLD

The Indian landmass has a central location
between the East and the West Asia. India is a
southward extension of the Asian continent. The
trans Indian Ocean routes, which connect the
countries of Europe in the West and the
countries of  East Asia, provide a strategic central
location to India. Note that the Deccan Peninsula
protrudes into the Indian Ocean, thus helping
India to establish close contact with West Asia,
Africa and Europe from the western coast and
with Southeast and East Asia from the eastern
coast. No other country has a long coastline on
the Indian Ocean as India has and indeed, it is
India’s eminent position in the Indian Ocean,
which justifies the naming of an Ocean after it.

Figure 1.2 : Seven Largest Countries of the World

Source : United Nations Demographic Year Book 2015

Since the opening of the
Suez Canal in 1869, India’s distance from Europe
has been reduced by 7,000 km.
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∆δΚÞχÏ ùΘ↔ÙΤô>
ãΥυ  ΚôοΞôµ  0758ο

ƒ[χΚκΣγΟƒο ΒÚϕÕ+ ΗúςôκΣô↑ο ΒÚϕÕ
ΒϕƒΥô↑τ ΚΟοΞ→ ùΘôûΩÜ 6/// €−Á
Ïû[ϕΘÕ−

ΣΟλ0−1τΣ⁄ ΒϕƒΥô ΓΨôΞÕ ♥ΚκùΣ↔Υ ΡôÓ
Φτß ùΘ↓Ξô€[Õ− ΒϕƒΥ ΡôÓ 04+1// €úΩô
ÁγΟνΚρ ¿ΖØρΖ ♣Ω ΦοûΩχúΚôγûΟ
ùΚôηÓρΖÕ− ΚΟúΩôςιƒτ ùΤôιΘ ¿Ζλ+
≅ϕΘΤôτ ♣úΚôΣôν Τσßλ ΩγΜ ¾ÜΚûΖÙλ
úΜνιÕ 6+405−5 €úΩô ÁγΟνΚΖôÏλ−

ΒϕƒΥô ΞΟχ€Ûλ+ ΞΟúΤσ€Ûλ+
ΞΟ€Ψχ€Ûλ ΒûΖΥ Τ⁄κ× ΤûΩΚΖôο
ΦοûΩχúΚôÓ úΣôτß ãΨκΣγÓ ∆ρΖÕ− 22°
ΞΟχÏ ≅γΜ úςûΚ♠τ ùΘσΚôΚ+ ΒϕƒΥκ
ùΣÚδΚΟûΩ úΡôχ€ ↑↔ΞûΟϕÕ+ ≅ûΘ
úΤσ€ο ≅ς♦χΚΟο Τσßλ €Ψχ€ο ΞδΚôΖ
↑↔ÏΟô ΚΟο+ Φ∴κΣÓλ ΒςηÓ ΚΟοΚΖôΚ
♦↔ϕÕ ΚôΠκΣÓ€[Õ−

ΣΟλ 0−2 Η ΚôηΚ− ≅γΜúςûΚ Τσßλ
¾νχΚ úςûΚ ΒûΟúΥ ∆ρΖ Øχ€Υ ♣ΩκΣςκ×
30° ΒÚκΣûΘ ΚΞ±− ΒπΞôß ΒÚκ♦àλ+
€ΨχÏ úΤσΚôΚ ∆ρΖ ΣςκûΣ ↑Ο ′°ΥΘôΚ
úΘôτß€[Õ−

Ï⊥ςôιƒο ΒÚϕÕ + ≅ÚΠôεΜΩ
♦ςúΘΜλ Ξûς 1 Τ∞ úΡς ↑ιƒΥôΜλ
ΚôΠκΣÓ€[Õ− Φ∴úΞ+ ΒϕƒΥô↑τ ƒγΟ
úςûΚΥôΚ ø  82°30

ö  €ΨχÏ ¾νχΚ ú ςûΚ
ΦÓιÕχùΚ ôρΖκΣγÓρΖÕ−  ΒχúΚ ôÓ
∆ιƒς♦ςúΘΜιƒÛρΖ Áν⊥ôéν Ξ→ΥôΚ
ùΜο€[Õ−

≅γΜúςûΚ ÃƒΥôΚ Σςκ× ΣΚο Τσßλ
ΒςÜΚ↓ûΟúΥ ∆ρΖ ΚôΩ úΡςλ ùΘσ€ο
ΒÚϕÕ ΞΟχÏ úΡôχ€ ùΜοÛλ úΣôÕ
Τôσ[ιƒσÏ ∆ρΖô€[Õ−

ΚηΟ°ÙδΚρ 9
• ΒϕƒΥô↑τ ƒγΟ úςûΚΥôΚ 82°30ö €ΨχÏ ¾νχΚ
úςûΚ úΘνϕùΘÓχΚκΣγÓρΖÕ− Γτ>
• TΣΚο Τσßλ ΒςÜ úΡςδΚ↓τ ΚôΩ úΡςιƒτ
ΒûΟúΥ ∆ρΖ úΞßΣôÓ Κτ±ΥôÏΤ↔♠ο
Ïû[ΞôΚ ∆ΠςκΣÓ€[Õ− Α∴ôο+ ΚôωÁ↔ο
≅πΞôß ΒοûΩ Γτ>
ΒϕƒΥô Τσßλ ∆ΩΚλ 9
ΒϕƒΥ ♣ΩκΣςκ× €ΨχÏ Τσßλ úΤσÏ
Α′Υô↑σÏ Τιƒ♠ο ≅ûΤϕÕρΖÕ− Α′Υ
ΚηΟιƒτ ùΘσ€ÛρΖ ¿γ⁄κ× ♣ΩκΣÏƒΥôΚ
ΒϕƒΥô ∆ρΖÕ− ΒϕƒΥκùΣÚδΚΟο ΤôνΚδΚρ
úΤσ€ο Ηúςôκ♦Υ ΡôÓΚûΖÙλ+ €Ψχ€ο Α′Υ
ΡôÓΚûΖÙλ ΒûΠιƒÓλ ΞûΚ♠ο ƒγΟ♥γΟÕ
úΣôτß ΒϕƒΥô Τιƒ♠ο ≅ûΤϕÕρΖÕ−
ΘχΚôΠ ¾ΣΚσΣ ΒϕƒΥô ΒϕƒΥκùΣÚδ
ΚΟÛχÏρ ¿ηÓ ≅ûΤϕÕρΖÕ− ΒπΞô[ôΚ
úΤσÏ Α′Υô+ Ακ♦↔χΚô Τσßλ Ηúςôκ♦Υ
ΡôÓΚÞΟτ úΤσÏ ΚΟúΩôςιƒο ΒÚϕÕλ+
ùΘτ€ΨχÏ+ €ΨχÏ Α′Υ ΡôÓΚÞΟτ €ΨχÏ
ΚΟúΩôςιƒο ΒÚϕÕλ+ ùΡÚδ€Υ ùΘôΟνûΣ
ùΚôη⁄ÚχΚ ∆Θ↑ΚςΤôΚ ∆ρΖÕ− ΒϕƒΥκ
ùΣÚδΚΟ←ο úΞß ΦϕΘ Ρôγ⁄σÏλ
ΒϕƒΥô↑σÏ ∆ρΖÕ úΣôτ[ ¿ηΟ ΚΟúΩôςλ
€ûΟΥôÕ− ΒÕ ΒϕƒΥκ ùΣÚδΚΟ←ο úΤλΣγΟ
♣ûΩΥôΚ ∆ρΖÕ− ΒϕƒΥô↑τ ùΣΥÚχÏ
≅ÓιÕ ≅κùΣÚδΚΟο ≅ûΨχΚκΣÓΞûΘ
♣ΥôΥκΣÓιÕ€[Õ−

ςωΥô        Κ∴Οô      ≅ùΤ↔χΚô        ≠∴ô            ♦úς′ο   Αυƒúς←Υô    ΒϕƒΥô

ΑΘôςλ 9 ΤχΚρ ùΘôûΚ ÃƒΥô∴ ΑηÓ ×ιΘΚλ 1/04 , Ηχ€Υ ΡôÓΚρ ΜûΣ
ΣΟλ 0−1 9 ∆Ω€τ ♥Κκ ùΣ↔Υ ΓÝ ΡôÓΚρ
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Figure 1.3 : India : Extent and Standard Meridian
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ΣΟλ 0−2− ΒϕƒΥô , ΣςκΣΖÜ Τσßλ ƒγΟ ¾νχΚ úςûΚ

Σô€υΘôτ

ΒϕƒΥô
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≅ϕΘΤôτ ♣úΚôΣν

¾ÜΚρ
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ΞδΚôΖ↑↔ÏΟô
ΚΟο
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Figure 1.4 : India on International Highway of Trade and Commerce

•  The number of Union Territories
along the western and eastern coasts.
•  Area-wise which is the smallest and which is
the largest state?
•  The states which do not have an
    international border or lie on the coast.
•  Classify the states into four groups each
having common frontiers with
(i) Pakistan, (ii) China, (iii) Myanmar, and
(iv) Bangladesh.

India  shares  its  land  boundaries  with
Pakistan and Afghanistan in the northwest,
China (Tibet), Nepal and Bhutan in the north
and Myanmar and Bangladesh in the east.
Our southern neighbours across the sea
consist of the two island countries, namely

    India’s contacts with the World have
continued through ages but her relationships
through the land routes are much older than
her maritime contacts. The various passes
across the mountains in the north have
provided passages to the ancient travellers,
while the oceans restricted such interaction
for a long time.

These routes have contributed in the
exchange of ideas and commodities since
ancient times. The ideas of the Upanishads
and the Ramayana, the stories of Panchtantra,
the Indian numerals and the decimal system
thus could reach many parts of the world. The
spices, muslin and other merchandise were
taken from India to different countries. On the
other hand, the influence of Greek sculpture,
and the architectural styles of dome and
minarets from West Asia can be seen in
different parts of our country.

INDIA’S NEIGHBOURS

India occupies an important strategic position
in South Asia. India has 28 states and Eight
Union Territories (Figure 1.5).

Before 1947, there were two
types of states in India — the provinces and the
Princely states.  Provinces were ruled directly by
British officials, who were appointed by the
Viceroy. Princely states were ruled by local,
hereditary rulers, who acknowledged sovereignity
in return for local autonomy.
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∆ΩΚιÕΟτ ΒϕƒΥô↑τ ùΘôΟν× ΣΩ
ΚôΩϕùΘôγÓ ùΘôΟνϕÕ ΞÚ€[Õ− Α∴ôο+
ΒϕΡôγ⁄τ ΘûςΞ→ΥôΚ ♦[ΡôÓΚÞΟ∴ô∴
ùΘôΟν×+ ΚΟο Ξ→Υô∴ ùΘôΟνûΣ ↑Ο ♥ΚÜλ
ΣΨûΤΥô∴Õ− ΞΟχ€ÛρΖ ΤûΩΚρ ΒûΟúΥ
∆ρΖ ΚΠΞôµΚρ+ ΣηûΟΥ ΚôΩ
ΣΥ∞ΚÞχÏ ΣôûΘΚΖôΚ  ↑Ζδ€∴−
ùΣÚδΚΟοΚρ Ξ→ΥôΚ ≅ÕúΣôτ[ ùΘôΟν×
¿ηΟ ΚôΩιƒσÏ ΚγÓΣÓιΘκΣγ⁄ÚϕΘÕ−

ΣηûΟΥχ ΚôΩιƒο ΒÚϕÕ+
ΚÚιÕχΚρ Τσßλ ùΣôÚγΚ↓τ
Σ↔Τôσ[ιƒσÏ ΒϕΘ ΣΥΠ Ξ→Κρ
ΣδΚ↓κûΣ ùΜµΘ∴− ΒΞσ°τ êΩλ
∆Σ♣_ιÕχΚρ+ ςôΤôΥΠλ+ ΣφΜ Θϕƒς
ΚûΘΚρ+ ΒϕƒΥ Φη Κ∞Θλ+ ΘΜΤ Øû[Κρ
ΒπΞô[ôΚ ∆Ω€τ ΣÏƒΚûΖ ùΜτ[ûΟϕΘ∴
ΡßΤΠ ùΣôÚγΚρ+ Τυ←τ Õ∞ Τσßλ
ΒΘς Ξô∞Σ ùΣôÚγΚρ ΒϕƒΥô↑ο ΒÚϕÕ
∆Ω€τ ΣοúΞß ΡôÓΚÞχÏ ΦÓιÕεùΜοΩκ
ΣγΟ∴− Τσù[ôÚ ×[λ+ úΤσÏ Α′Υô↑
←ÚϕÕ Σς↑Υ €úςχΚ ′σΣ ΚûΩ Τσßλ
Κγ⁄ΟΚûΩ Σô∞♠Ωô∴ Ï↑ ΤôΟδΚρ
Τσßλ ♥∴ùςγÓΚρ úΣôτ[ûΞ Ρλ Ρôγ⁄τ
ΣοúΞß ΣÏƒΚ↓ο ΚôΠκΣÓ€τ[∴−
ΒϕƒΥô↑τ ≅ηûΟ ΡôÓΚρ 9
ΒϕƒΥô ùΘσÏ Α′Υκ ΣÏƒ♠ο ƒ[τ
ΞôµϕΘ ♣ûΩûΥ ùΣσßρΖÕ− ΒϕƒΥô 17
Τô♣ΩδΚûΖÙλ+ ΙτΣÕ ë±Υτ
♦ςúΘΜδΚûΖÙλ ùΚôηÓρΖÕ−

ΒϕƒΥô ΞΟúΤσÏ ƒûΜ♠ο Θτ Θûς Ξ→
ΦοûΩχúΚôγûΟ Σô€υΘôτ Τσßλ
ΑκΚô±υΘôτ ΡôÓΚÞΟτ Σ€νϕÕ ùΚôρ€[Õ−
ΞΟχÏ ƒûΜ♠ο ≠∴ô ∋ƒùΣι( úΡΣôΖλ Τσßλ
éγΟôτ Τσßλ €ΨχÏ ƒûΜ♠ο ♥ΥôτΤν
Τσßλ ΣδΚΖôúΘω ΡôÓΚÞΟτ
Σ€νϕÕùΚôρ€[Õ− ùΘσÏƒûΜ♠ο Ρλ ≅ηûΟ
ΡôÓΚρ ΒςηÓ ¾ÜΚρ 9 βΩδΚô Τσßλ ΤôΩι
¾ÜΚρ

 ΚηΟ°ÙδΚρ
•  úΤσÏ Τσßλ €ΨχÏ ΚΟúΩôςκ ΣÏƒΚ↓ο
  ≅ûΤϕÕρΖ ë±Υτ ♦ςúΘΜδΚ↓τ
  Φη∞χûΚ ΦιΘû∴>
• ΣςκΣΖÜ Ξô↔ΥôΚ ♥ΚÜλ ′°Υ Τσßλ ♥ΚÜλ
 ùΣ↔Υ Τô♣Ωλ ΦÕ>
• ΚΟúΩôςκ ΣÏƒΚ↓ο ≅ûΤϕÕρΖ Τô♣ΩδΚρ
 ΦûΞ>
•  ♦τΞÚλ ΡôÓΚÞΟτ ΦοûΩûΥ Σ€νϕÕ
  ùΚôρÞλ Τô♣ΩδΚρ ΦûΞ> (i) Σô€υΘôτ
    (ii)  ≠∴ô (iii)  ♥ΥôτΤν (iv)  ΣδΚΖôúΘω

∆δΚÞχÏι ùΘ↔ÙΤô> 9           0836χÏ Øτ∴ν
ΒϕƒΥô↑ο ΒςηÓ ΞûΚ Τô♣ΩδΚρ ΒÚϕΘ∴−
ΤôΚôΠδΚρ Τσßλ ÑúΘΜ ΜΤυΘô∴δΚρ−
ΤôΚôΠδΚρ úΡ↔ûΟΥôΚ ♦↔γ⁄ω
≅ƒΚô↔ΚΖôο ΑΖκΣγΟ∴− ΒΞνΚûΖ ûΞυςôµ
♣Υ♥ιΘôν− ÑúΘΜ ΜΤυΘô∴δΚρ ∆ρΡôγÓ
ΞλΜôΞ→ Αγ′ΥôΖνΚΖôο ΑΖκΣγΟ∴−
  ΒΞνΚρ ΘδΚ↓τ ∆ρðν Θτ∴ôγ′χΚôΚ
Αδ€úΩΥ↔τ Βû[ΥôηûΤûΥ Ικ×χ
ùΚôη⁄ÚϕΘôνΚρ−

ΣΟλ 0−3 ΜνΞúΘΜ ΞνιΘΚλ Τσßλ Ξ∞Κ ùΡÓφΜôûΩΚ↓ο ΒϕƒΥô

ΚÚδΚΟο

ÕÚχ€

ùΜδΚΟο

 ′↔Υô

ú⊥ôνΟôτ
Χςôτ

Χςôχ

~ >·ýÙÎÛ

ΜÜƒ ≅úς♦Υô

ãΥυΚôοΞôµ

ù
Μδ

ΚΟο

Φ€κÕ

Κ
ôυ

♦
Υ
τ
 Κ
Οο

ãΟôτ

Α κ ↔ χ Κô

ΦιƒúΥôκ♦Υô

∆ΚôηΟô

ùΚτΥô

⊥ôλ♦Υô

úΜôΤô←Υô

Θôτ⊥ô±Υô

≅Ζ↑σÏ ≅οΩ

 ϑΤτ
ΓΤτ

Κςôε′

Σô€υΘôτ

∆υùΣ€υΘôτ

ΑκΚ±υΘôτ

 Õν€♥±υΘôτ

ΤδúΚô←ΥôΚ⊥ΚυΘôτ

Θ⊥€υΘôτ

úΡΣôο

 ≠∴ô
 ƒùΣι

éΟôτ

ùΚôοΚιΘô
♥ΥôτΤνΒϕƒΥô

⁄ο←

 ùΜτû∴

ØλûΣ

≅ς♦χΚΟο

 ΞδΚôΖ ↑↔ÏΟô
ΘôµΩôϕÕ

ΒϕƒΥ ùΣÚδΚΟο

 ΒΩδûΚ
ùΚôΩλúΣô

ΣôδΚôχ

≅ϕΘΤôτ (ΒϕƒΥô)

♦←κûΣτυ

Βϕú
Θôú∴

×Υô

Αυƒúς←Υô

  úΟôχ€úΥô

⊥κΣôτ

Ξôτ Ξ→ ΤúΩ′Υô

 ′δΚκéν

←♦Υô

ΚΟΚ
úςû

Κ

ΚΟο Ξ→

ΤιƒΥ

ΘûςχΚΟο
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Sri Lanka and Maldives. Sri Lanka is separated
from India by a narrow channel of sea formed
by the Palk Strait and the Gulfof Mannar, while
Maldives Islands are situatedto the south of
the Lakshadweep Islands.

Figure 1.5 : India and Adjacent Countries

India has had strong geographical and
historical links with her neighbours. Look at
the physical map of Asia in your atlas, and
note how India stands apart from the rest of
Asia.

School Bhuvan is a portal providing map-based learning to bring awareness
among the students about the country’s natural resources, environment and their role in
sustainable development. It is an initiative of Bhuvan — NRSC/ISRO based on NCERT syllabus.
You can explore various maps of India related to the secondary stage on https://bhuvan-
app1.nrsc.gov.in/mhrd_ncert/
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βΩδΚô  ΡôÓ  ΒϕƒΥô↑Ο♥ÚϕÕ  ΚΟο
ΚôοΞôµΚΖôο ∆ÚΞô∴ Σôχ ⊥ΩΜϕƒ Τσßλ
Ττ∴ôν ΞûΖÏΟôχΚΖôο ♦↔χΚκΣγÓρΖÕ−
ΤôΩι¾ÜΚρ ΡôÓ Ρλ Ρôγ⁄τ
ΒΩγΜι¾ÜΚ↓τ ùΘτ ƒûΜ♠ο
≅ûΤϕÕρΖÕ−

ΒϕƒΥô ΘτàûΟΥ ≅ηûΟ ΡôÓΚÞΟτ
ΞÛΞô∴ ×↑♠Υο Τσßλ ΞςΩôß ΜôνϕΘ
ùΘôΟν×ΚûΖ ùΚôη⁄χ€[Õ− ∆δΚÞûΟΥ
≅γΩυ ♣ΩΞûςΣΟ ×ιΘΚιƒο Α′Υô↑τ
×↑♠Υο ΞûςΣΟιûΘ ΚôηΚ− Α′Υô↑τ
♦[ΡôÓΚ↓ο ΒÚϕÕ ΦπΞôß Θ±ιÕ ♣σ€[Õ
ΦτΣûΘ ΚΞ±ιƒÓΚρ−

∆δΚÞχÏ ùΘ↔ÙΤô>  School Bhuvan ΦτΣÕ ΙÚ ΒûΠΥ ØΚκ× ΑÏλ− ΒÕ ΞûςΣΟ
ΑΘôς Κσ[ûΩ ΞΨδÏ€[Õ− Ρôγ⁄τ ΒΥσûΚ ΞΖδΚρ+ ÑσßεãΨο Τσßλ ♣ûΩΥô∴
ΞΖνε′χÏ ≅Ξσ°τ ΣδÏ Ï°ιÕ ΤôΠΞνΚ↓ûΟúΥ ↑→κ×ΠνûΞ ΓσΣÓιÕ€[Õ−
ΒÕ ×Ξτ ΦτΣƒτ Øτ ØΥσ′ΥôÏλ− NRSC/ISRO ↑∴ôο ΞΨδΚκΣÓλ ΒÕ NCERT
ΣôΟƒγΟιûΘ ΑΘôςΤôΚ ùΚôηΟÕ− ΒϕƒΥô↑τ ΣοúΞß ΞûςΣΟδΚûΖ úΤο♣ûΩ
Σρ↓+ ≅Ζ↑Ωô∴Ξσû[ https://bhuvan-app1.nrsc.gov.in/mhrd_ncert/ Φτàλ ΒûΠΥ ΘΖιƒο
ΑµÜ ùΜµƒΟΩôλ−

ΣΟλ 1.5 ΒϕƒΥô Τσßλ ≅ηûΟ ΡôÓΚρ

ΒϕƒΥô
≅ηûΟ ΡôÓΚρ

Θô⊥€υΘôτ

ΑκΚô±υΘôτ

Σô€υΘôτ

ςô⊥υΘôτ

Ï⊥ςôι ΤιƒΥ ♦ςúΘΜλ

ΤΚôςôωγςô
ùΘÛδΚô∴ô

ΚνΡôΟΚô

úΚςΖô
ΚôûςχΚôο

Α
ϕƒ
ς♦
ςú
ΘΜ
λ

Ι⁄Μô
Μ¾

:υ
Κν

úΤσÏ
ΞδΚôΖλ

ÀΚôν

∆ιƒς♦ςúΘΜλ

≅↔Υô∴ô

ΣφΜôκ

∝ΤôεΜΩ ♦ςúΘΜλ
∆ιΘςôΚôηγ

ΩΟôχ
⊥λØ
ΚôωÁν

≅ς♦χΚΟο

ΟôΤτ

♣ë ΤΜô± ¾Ü Σôη⁄εúΜ↔

Κ ΞδΚôΖô ↑↔ÏΟô

ΜνΞúΘΜ ΦοûΩχúΚôÓ
Τô♣Ω ΦοûΩχúΚôÓ

≅ϕΘΤôτ ♣úΚôΣν ¾ÜΚρ
ΒΩγΜι¾ÜΚρ

Β ϕ ƒ Υ κ  ùΣ Ú δ Κ Ο ο

ΒΩδûΚ

♥ΥôτΤν

ΣδΚΖô
úΘω

éΟôτ
úΡΣôΖλ

≅ÚΠ
ôεΜΩ

♦ςúΘ
Μλ

≅ΜôλΡôΚΩôϕÕúΤΚôΩΥô

♥úΜôςλ

Τ∞κéν
çƒ↔×ςô

≠∴ô
∋¾ùΣι(

úΚôΞô

ΘôιςôΡΚν

ûúΞ←

⁄ο←

ΚΟΚúςûΚ

′χ€λ

Θ♥
θ
Ρô
Ó

ûΟë
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1. Choose the right answer from the four alternatives given below.
(i) The Tropic of Cancer does  not pass  through

(a) Rajasthan (c) Chhattisgarh
(b) Odisha (d) Tripura

(ii) The easternmost longitude  of India is
(a) 97° 25' E (c)  77° 6' E
(b) 68° 7' E (d)  82° 32' E

(iii) Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, West Bengal and Sikkim have common
frontiers with
(a) China (c) Nepal
(b) Bhutan (d) Myanmar

(iv) If you intend to visit Kavarati during your summer vacations, which one of
the following Union Territories of India you will be going to
(a) Puducherry (c) Andaman and Nicobar
(b) Lakshadweep (d) Daman and Diu

(v) My friend hails from a country which does not share land boundary with
India. Identify the country.
(a) Bhutan (c) Bangladesh
(b) Tajikistan (d) Nepal

2 Answer the following questions briefly.
(i) Name the group of islands lying in the Arabian Sea.
(ii) Name the countries which are larger than India.

(iii) Which island group of India lies to its south-east?
(iv) Which island countries are our southern neighbours?

3 The sun rises two hours earlier in Arunachal Pradesh as compared to Gujarat
in the west but the watches show the same time. How does this happen?

4 The central location of India at the head of the Indian Ocean is considered of
great significance. Why?

MAP SKILLS

1. Identify the following with the help of map reading.
(i) The island groups of India lying in the Arabian Sea and the Bay of Bengal.
(ii) The countries constituting Indian subcontinent.

(iii) The States through which the Tropic of Cancer passes.
(iv) The northernmost latitude in degrees.
(v) The southernmost latitude of the Indian mainland in degrees.

(vi) The eastern and the western-most longitude in degrees.
(vii) The place situated on the three seas.

(viii) The strait separating Sri Lanka from India.
(ix) The Union Territories of India.

PROJECT/ACTIVITY

(i) Find out the longitudinal and latitudinal extent of your state.
(ii) Collect information about the ‘Silk Route’. Also find out the new

developments, which are improving communication routes in the regions of
high altitude.

EXERCISE
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1. •úΨ ùΚôÓχΚκΣγÓρΖ ΡôτÏ ùΘ↔ÜΚ↓←ÚϕÕ Μ↔Υô∴ ↑ûΟûΥ úΘνϕùΘÓ−
(i) ΚΟΚúςûΚ ΒΘτ Ξ→ΥôΚ ΚΟϕÕ ùΜοΞƒοûΩ

≅( ςô⊥υΘôτ Α( Μι¾ωΚν
Β( Ι⁄Μô Χ( ≅υ]ôλ

(ii) ΒϕƒΥô↑τ €ΨχÏ Βßƒ ¾νχΚúςûΚ
≅( 97° 25' € Α( 77° 6' €
Β( 68° 7' € Χ( 82° 32' €

(iii) ∆ιΘςΚηγ+ ∆ιƒςκ♦ςúΘΜλ+ ÀΚôν+ úΤσÏ ΞδΚôΖλ Τσßλ ′χ€λ
ΒΘàΟτ ùΣôÕΞô∴ ΦοûΩûΥ ùΚôηÓρΖ∴−
≅( ≠∴ô Α( úΡΣôΖλ
Β( éΟôτ Χ( ♥ΥôτΤν

(iv) ∆δΚÞûΟΥ úΚôûΟ ↑ÓØû[♠ο ¿δΚρ ΚΞςγ⁄ ΡΚςιƒσÏ ùΜοΩ
↑Úλ♦∴ôο+ •θΚôÔλ ë±Υτ ♦ςúΘΜδΚ↓ο ΦϕΘ ΣÏƒχÏ ùΜοÅνΚρ>

≅( ×ÕεúΜ↔ Α( ≅ϕΘΤôτ ♣úΚôΣôν
Β( ΒΩγΜι¾Ü Χ( ΟôΤτ Τσßλ ûΟë

(v) ΦτàûΟΥ ΡηΣτ ΒϕƒΥôÜΟτ ♣Ω ΦοûΩûΥ Σ€νϕÕ ùΚôρΖôΘ
ΡôγûΟε úΜνϕΘΞτ ≅ϕΡôγûΟ ≅ûΟΥôΖλ ΚôηΚ
≅( éγΟôτ Α( ΣδΚΖôúΘω
Β( Θ⊥€υΘôτ Χ( úΡΣôΖλ

2. •θΚôÔλ ↑∴ôχΚÞχÏ ÑÚχΚΤôΚ ↑ûΟΥ↓ 9
(i) ≅ς♦χΚΟ←ο ≅ûΤϕÕρΖ ¾Üχ áγΟδΚ↓τ ùΣΥνΚûΖ ΦÝÕΚ−
(ii) ΒϕƒΥôûΞ ↑Ο ùΣ↔ΥΘôΚ ∆ρΖ ΡôÓΚ↓τ ùΣΥνΚûΖ ΦÝÕΚ
(iii) ΒϕƒΥô↑τ ùΘτ €Ψχ€ο ≅ûΤϕÕρΖ ¾Üχ áγΟλ ΦÕ>
(iv) Ρλ Ρôγ⁄τ ùΘσÏ ƒûΜ♠ÛρΖ ≅ηûΟ ¾Ü ΡôÓΚρ ΥôûΞ>

3. úΤσ€ÛρΖ Ï⊥ςôιÕΟτ Ικ♦ÓλúΣôÕλ+ ≅ÚΠôεΜΩ ♦ςúΘΜιƒο ã↔Υτ
ΒςηÓ Τ∞Κρ Øτ∴ΘôΚ ∆ƒχ€[Õ− Α∴ôο+ Κ⁄ΚôςδΚρ Ιúς úΡςιûΘ

ΚôγÓ€τ[∴−ΒÕ ΦπΞôß ♣Κθ€[Õ>
4. ΒϕƒΥ ΡôÓ ΒϕƒΥκ ùΣÚδΚΟ←τ ΘûΩκΣÏƒ♠τ ≅ûΤϕƒÚκΣÕ ♥ΚÜλ
Øχ€ΥιÕΞλ ΞôµϕΘΘôΚ ΚÚΘκΣÓ€[Õ Γτ>

♣Ω ΞûςΣΟ ƒ[τΚρ 9

1. ♣ΩΞûςΣ⁄ιΘ←τ Ξô♠ΩôΚ •θΚôηΣΞσû[ ≅ûΟΥôΖλ ΚôηΚ
(i) ≅ς♦χΚΟο Τσßλ ΞδΚôΖ ↑↔ÏΟôχΚΟ←ο ≅ûΤϕÕρΖ ΒϕƒΥ ¾Ü

áγΟδΚρ−
(ii) ΒϕƒΥ ÕûΠ ΚηΟιƒο ≅ûΤϕÕρΖ ΣιÕ ΡôÓΚρ
(iii) ΚΟΚ úςûΚ ΚΟϕÕ ùΜοÛλ Τô♣ΩδΚρ
(iv) Ρλ Ρôγ⁄τ ΞΟχÏ Βßƒ ≅γΜúςûΚ (⁄€↔Κ↓ο)
(v) ΒϕƒΥ ♣ΩκΣÏƒ♠τ ùΘσÏ Βßƒ ≅γΜúςûΚ (⁄€↔Κ↓ο)
(vi) €ΨχÏ Τσßλ úΤσÏ Βßƒ ¾νχΚ úςûΚ (⁄€↔Κ↓ο)
(vii) êτß ΚΟοΚρ ∆ρΖ ΒΟιƒο ≅ûΤϕÕρΖ ΒΟλ
(viii) ΒϕƒΥô↑ο ΒÚϕÕ ΒΩδûΚûΥ ♦↔ιƒÓλ ⊥ΩΜϕƒ
(ix) ΒϕƒΥô↑τ ë±Υτ ♦ςúΘΜδΚρ

ùΜΥοƒγΟλ . ùΜΥοΣôÓ 9

(i) ∆τ Τô♣Ωιƒτ ¾νχΚ úςûΚ Τσßλ ≅γΜúςûΚ ⁄€↔ΚûΖ Ï°κ♦ΟÜλ−
(ii) »ΣγÓ ΤôνχΚλ Ï°ιÕ ΘΚΞûΩ úΜΚ↔+ úΤÛλ ΚΟο ΤγΟιƒο ΒÚϕÕ

≅ƒΚ ∆Υςιƒο ∆ρΖ ♣ΩκΣÏƒΚ↓ο ΘΚΞο ùΘôΟν× ΤôνχΚδΚûΖ
úΤλΣÓιƒÙρΖ ×ƒΥ Øτú∴σ[δΚûΖ ΚηΟ°ΥÜλ−

Σ♠σ′
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You have already learnt earlier that
India is a vast country with varied land
forms.  What kind of terrain do you live

in?  If you live in the plains, you are familiar
with the vast stretches of plain land. In
contrast, if you live in hilly region, the rugged
terrain with mountains and valleys are
common features.  In fact, our country has
practically all major physical features of the
earth, i.e., mountains, plains, deserts,
plateaus and islands.

The land of India displays great physical
variation. Geologically, the Peninsular Plateau
constitutes one of the ancient landmasses on
the earth’s surface. It was supposed to be one
of the most stable land blocks. The Himalayas
and the Northern Plains are the most recent
landforms. From the view point of geology,
Himalayan mountains form an unstable zone.
The whole mountain system of Himalaya
represents a very youthful topography with
high peaks, deep valleys and fast flowing rivers.
The northern plains are formed of alluvial
deposits. The peninsular plateau is composed
of igneous and metamorphic rocks with gently
rising hills and wide valleys.

MAJOR PHYSIOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS

The  physical   features  of  India  can  be
grouped under the following physiographic

PHYSICAL FEATURES OF INDIA

divisions (Figure 2.2):
(1) The Himalayan Mountains
(2) The Northern Plains
(3) The Peninsular Plateau
(4) The Indian Desert
(5) The Coastal Plains
(6) The Islands

The Himalayan Mountains

The Himalayas, geologically young and
structurally fold mountains stretch over the
northern borders of India. These mountain
ranges run in a west-east direction from the
Indus to the Brahmaputra. The Himalayas
represent the loftiest and one of the most
rugged mountain barriers of the world. They
form an arc, which covers a distance of about
2,400 Km. Their width varies from 400 Km in
Kashmir to 150 Km in Arunachal Pradesh. The
altitudinal variations are greater in the eastern
half than those in the western half. The
Himalaya consists of three parallel ranges in
its longitudinal extent. A number of valleys lie
between these ranges. The northern-most
range is known as the Great or Inner
Himalayas or the Himadri. It is the most
continuous range consisting of the loftiest
peaks with an average height of
6,000 metres. It contains all prominent
Himalayan peaks.

2
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2
ΒϕƒΥô úΞßΣγΟ ♣ΩΞ⁄ΞδΚρ

ùΚôηΟ ΣςϕΘ ΡôÓ ΦτΣûΘ ¿δΚρ
ΓσΚ∴úΞ ΚσÈνΚρ− ΦπΞûΚΥô∴
♣ΩκΣςκ♦ο ¿δΚρ Ξôθ€ÈνΚρ> ¿δΚρ
ΜΤùΞ↓Κ↓ο ΞôθΣΞνΚΖô♠τ+ ΣςϕΘ ΜΤΘΖ
♣ΩδΚûΖ ΡτÏ ≅°ϕƒÚκÀνΚρ ΒΘσÏ
Τô[ôΚ ¿δΚρ ΤûΩκΣÏƒΚ↓ο ΞôθΣΞνΚ
Ζô♠τ+ ΤûΩΚρ Τσßλ ΣρΖιΘôχÏΚρ
≅ûΤκ×ΚΖôÏλ− Τσßλ ΣρΖιΘôχÏΚρ
ùΣôÕΞô∴ é♥♠τ ÁÕρΖ ≅û∴ιÕ
Øχ€ΥΤô∴  ΒΥσûΚ  ≅ûΤκ×ΚûΖ   Ρλ
ΡôÓ ùΚôηÓρΖÕ−

≅ΘôΞÕ ΤûΩΚρ+ ΜΤùΞ↓Κρ+
ΣôûΩΞ∴δΚρ+ ÀΟé♥Κρ Τσßλ ¾ÜΚρ
úΣôτ[ûΞΚûΖ ùΣσßρΖÕ−

ΒϕƒΥ ♣ΩιúΘôσ[δΚρ ′[ϕΘ
×↑♠Υο úΞßΣôÓΚûΖ Κôγ′κΣÓιÕ€[Õ−
×↑♠τ úΤσΣςκ♦ο ≅ûΤϕÕρΖ
ùΘôτûΤΥô∴ ♣ΩκΣÏƒ♠ο Ιτ[ôΚ ΒΟλ
ùΣσßρΖÕ− ΒÕ ♥ΚÜλ ♣ûΩΥô∴
♣ΩιùΘôÏƒΚ↓ο Ιτ[ôΚÜλ ΚÚΘκΣÓ€[Õ−
ΒΤΥΤûΩΚρ Τσßλ ΞΟχÏε ΜΤùΞ↓Κρ
♥ΚÜλ ΜÁΣ ΚôΩδΚ↓ο ∆ÚΞô∴
♣ΩιúΘôσ[δΚΖôÏλ− ×↑♠Υο ÃƒΥôΚ
ΒΤΥΤûΩΚρ ♣ûΩΥσ[ ΤηΟΩιƒο
≅ûΤϕÕρΖ∴− ΒΤΥ ΤûΩΚ↓τ ùΤôιΘ
ΤûΩ ≅ûΤκ× ∆ΥςΤô∴ ′ΚςδΚρ+
ΑΨΤô∴ ΣρΖιΘôχÏΚρ Τσßλ úΞΚιÕΟτ
ΣôÙλ ΑßΚûΖ ùΚôηΟ ♥Κ ΒΖûΤΥô∴
ΤûΩκΣÏƒΥôΚ ↑ΖδÏ€[Õ− ΞΟχÏε
ΜΤùΞ↓Κρ ΞηΟο Τη Σ⁄ÜΚΖôο
∆ÚΞô∴ûΞ− ¾ΣΚσΣ ÀΟé♥ ≅∴σΣôû[Κρ
Τσßλ ∆ÚΤôσßκ Σôû[ΚΖôο
∆ÚΞô€ÙρΖÕ− úΤÛλ+ ∆ΥςΤô∴  ΤûΩΚρ
Τσßλ ≅Κτ[ ΣρΖιΘôχÏΚûΖÙλ
ùΚôηÓρΖÕ−
Øχ€ΥΤô∴ ×↑♠Υο ♦↔ÜΚρ 9
ΒϕƒΥô↑τ ×↑♠Υο ≅ûΤκ×Κρ
•θΚôÔλ ×↑♠Υο ♦↔ÜΚΖôΚ
ùΘôÏχΚκΣΟΩôλ− ∋ΣΟλ 1−1(

ΒϕƒΥô↑τ ΒΥσûΚ ≅ûΤκ×Κρ

(1) ΒΤΥ ΤûΩΚρ
(2) ΞΟχÏε ΜΤùΞ↓Κρ
(3) ¾ΣΚσΣ ÀΟé♥
(4) ΒϕƒΥ ΣôûΩΞ∴λ
(5) ΚΟúΩôςε ΜΤùΞ↓Κρ
(6) ¾ÜΚρ

ΒΤΥ ΤûΩΚρ 9
ΒΤΥΤûΩΚρ ×↑♠Υο ÃƒΥôΚ
ΒΖûΤΥô∴ûΞ Τσßλ ≅ûΤκ× ÃƒΥôΚ
Τ⁄κ× ΤûΩΚΖôΚ ∆ρΖ∴− ΒϕƒΥô↑τ
ΞΟχÏ ΦοûΩ ùΡÓ€Ûλ Σς↑ÙρΖÕ−
ΒλΤûΩι ùΘôΟνΚρ úΤσ€←ÚϕÕ €ΨχÏ
ƒûΜ♠ο+ ′ϕÕ Ρƒ♠←ÚϕÕ+ ♦ςλΤ×ιƒςô
Ρƒ Ξûς Σς↑ÙρΖÕ− ΒΤΥΤûΩΚρ
∆Ω€ÛρΖ ♥ΚÜλ ∆ΥςΤô∴ ΚςÓØςΟô∴
ΤûΩ úΞ←ΥôΚ ≅ûΤϕÕρΖΞσ°ο
Ιτ[ôÏλ− ΒûΞ ↑ο úΣôτ[ Ξ⁄↑ο 13//
€−Á− ùΘôûΩ↑σÏ ≅ûΤϕÕρΖ∴− ΒΞσ°τ
≅ΚΩλ ΚôωÁ↔ο 3// € −Á ØΘο
≅ÚΠôεΜΩ ♦ςúΘΜιƒο 04/€−Á Ξûς
úΞßΣγÓρΖÕ−  ΚΟο  ΤγΟιƒο  ΒÚϕÕ
∆ΥςδΚ↓ο ∆ρΖ úΞßΣôÓΚρ úΤσÏ
Σôƒ♠ο ΒÚκΣûΘ ↑Ο €ΨχÏ Σôƒ♠ο
≅ƒΚΤôΚ ∆ρΖ∴− ΒΤΥΤûΩΚρ ¾νχΚ
úςûΚ ΜôνϕΘ Σςκ♦ο êτß ΒûΠΥô∴
ΤûΩι ùΘôΟνΚûΖ ùΚôηÓρΖÕ−

ΒλΤûΩι ùΘôΟνΚÞχÏ ΒûΟ♠ο
ΣοúΞß ΣρΖιΘôχÏΚρ ≅ûΤϕÕρΖ∴−
ΞΟχÏ ∆ε′ ΣÏƒ♠ο ∆ρΖ ùΘôΟûς ùΣ↔Υ
≅οΩÕ ∆ρΖΟδ€Υ ΒΤΥ ΤûΩΚρ ≅οΩÕ
∝Τôι↔ ΤûΩιùΘôΟν ΦτΣν− ΒÕ ♥ΚÜλ
ùΘôΟνε′ΥôΚÜλ+ 5/// ÁγΟνΚρ ΜςôΜ↔
∆Υςλ ùΚôηΟ ′ΚςδΚûΖÙλ
ùΚôηÓρΖÕ− ΒÕ Øχ€ΥΤô∴ ΒΤôΩΥ
′ΚςδΚûΖ ùΚôηÓρΖÕ−
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Some Highest Peaks of the Himalayas

Peak Country Height
in metres

Mt. Everest Nepal 8848
Kanchenjunga India 8598
Makalu Nepal 8481
Dhaulagiri Nepal 8172
Nanga Parbat India 8126
Annapurna Nepal 8078
Nanda Devi India 7817
Kamet India 7756
Namcha Barwa India 7756
Gurla Mandhata Nepal 7728

The folds of the Great Himalayas are
asymmetrical in nature. The core of this part
of Himalayas is composed of granite. It is
perennially snow bound, and a number of
glaciers descend from this range.

Figure 2.1 : Himalayas

The range lying to the south of the
Himadri forms the most rugged mountain
system and is known as Himachal or lesser
Himalaya. The ranges are mainly composed
of highly compressed and altered rocks. The
altitude varies between 3,700 and 4,500
metres and the average width is of 50 Km.
While the Pir Panjal range forms the longest
and the most important range, the Dhaula
Dhar and the Mahabharat ranges are also
prominent ones. This range consists of the
famous valley of Kashmir, the Kangra and
Kullu Valley in Himachal Pradesh. This
region is well-known for its hill stations.

•  The names of the glaciers and
passes that lie in the Great Himalayas.
•   The  name of  the states where the highest
peaks are located.

• Location of  Mussoorie, Nainital,
Ranikhet from your atlas and also name the state
where they are located.

The outer-most range of the Himalayas is
called the Shiwaliks. They  extend  over  a
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ΒΤΥΤûΩ♠ο ∆ρΖ ∆ΥςΤô∴ ′ΚςδΚρ

′ΚςδΚρ           ΡôÓ          ∆Υςλ
                                                        ÁγΟ↔ο
ΦΞùςυγ
ΚφΜτ⊥δΚô
ΤΚôο
ΘΞΩ€↔
Μδ♦ςΣôι
≅τ∴éνΠô
ΡϕΘôúΘ↑
ΚôùΤγ
ΡôφΜΣνΞô
ÏνΩΤôϕΘôΘô

úΡΣôΖλ
ΒϕƒΥô
úΡΣôΖλ
úΡΣôΖλ
ΒϕƒΥô
úΡΣôΖλ
ΒϕƒΥô
ΒϕƒΥô
ΒϕƒΥô
úΡΣôΖλ

8848
8598

8481

8172
8126

8078

7817
7756

7756

7728

ΒΤΥΤûΩΚρ ≅û∴ιÕλ Τ⁄κ×
ΤûΩΚΖôΚ ΚôΠκΣÓ€τ[∴− ΒϕΘ Τ⁄κ×
ΤûΩΚρ €úςû∴γ Σôû[ΚΖôΚ
≅ûΤϕÕρΖ∴− ΒϕΘ ΤûΩΚρ Σ±Υôο
êΟκΣγÓρΖ∴− ΒΤΥΤûΩ ΡƒΚρ
≅û∴ιÕλ Σ± ∆ÚÏΞΘôο ∆ÚΞô€τ[∴−

 ΚηΟ°�

 ΚηΟ°�

ΒΤΥΤûΩ♠τ ùΘσÏ ΣÏƒ♠ο
∝Τôι↔ ΤûΩΣÏƒ ≅ûΤϕÕρΖÕ− ΒûΘ
∝ΤôεΜο Φτßλ ≅ûΨκΣν− ΒδÏρΖ
ΤûΩε′ΚςδΚρ ∆ΥςΤôΚ ΚôΠκΣÓ€τ[∴−
ΒûΞΚ↓τ ∆ΥςδΚρ 3,700Á− ØΘο 4,500Á−
Ξûς ∆ρΖ∴− ΒΞσ°τ ≅ΚΩλ 50 €−Á−
Ξûς ∆ρΖ∴− Àν ΣφΜôκ ♥ΚÜλ ¿ΖΤô∴
ΤûΩιùΘôΟςôΚ ùΘσÏ ΣÏƒ♠ο ƒΚθ€[Õ−
≅πΞôú[ ùΘΖοΘν Τσßλ ΤΚôΣôςι
ΤûΩιùΘôΟνΚρ Øχ€ΥΤô∴ûΞ− ΒλΤûΩι
ùΘôΟνΚ↓ο ΚôωÁν ΣρΖιΘôχÏ+ ∝ΤôεΜΩ
♦ςúΘΜιƒτ ÏÛ ΣρΖιΘôχÏ+ Κôδςô
ΣρΖιΘôχÏ Α€ΥûΞ ≅ûΤϕÕρΖ∴−
ΒκΣÏƒΚρ úΚôûΟ ΚôΩιƒο Øχ€Υ ÑσßΩô
ΘΩδΚΖôΚ ∆ρΖ∴−

•   ♣ΩΞûςΣΟ ×ιΘΚιûΘ ΚΞ±ιÕ ØùΜΖ↔+
ûΡ±Οôο+ ςô∞Κγ úΣôτ[ ÑσßΩô ΘΩδΚρ
Τσßλ Βπ↑ΟδΚρ ∆ρΖ Τô♣ΩδΚûΖ
♣ΩΞûςΣΟιƒο Ï°κ♦ÓΚ−

ΒΤΥΤûΩΚ↓ο ♥ΚÜλ ¿ΖΤô∴
ΤûΩιùΘôΟûς ′Ξô←χ ΤûΩιùΘôΟν ΦτΣν−

• ΒΤΥΤûΩ♠ο úΘôτßλ ΡƒΚ↓τ ùΣΥνΚρ
•  ∆ΥςΤô∴ ′ΚςδΚρ ≅ûΤϕÕρΖ
  Τô♣ΩδΚ↓τ ùΣΥνΚρ−

ΣΟλ 2.1 : ΒΤΥΤûΩ
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Figure 2.2 : Relief
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ΣΟλ 2.2 : ΒΥσûΚ ≅ûΤκ×

∆Υςλ,ÁγΟνΚ↓ο
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categories. Find out some regional names
of the Himalayas
The Brahmaputra marks the eastern-most
boundary of the Himalayas. Beyond the
Dihang gorge, the Himalayas bend sharply
to the south and spread along the eastern
boundary of India. They are known as the
Purvachal or the Eastern hills and mountains.
These hills running through the north-
eastern states are mostly composed of strong
sandstones, which are sedimentary rocks.
Covered with dense forests, they mostly run
as parallel ranges and valleys. The
Purvachal comprises the Patkai hills, the
Naga hills, the Manipur hills  mizo hills.

Figure 2.3 : The Himalayas

Figure 2.4 : Mizo Hills

width of 10-50 Km and have an altitude
varying between 900 and 1100 metres. These
ranges are composed of unconsolidated
sediments brought down by rivers from the
main Himalayan ranges located farthernorth.
These valleys are covered with thick
gravel and alluvium. The longitudinal valley
lying  between  lesser  Himalaya  and  the
Shiwaliks are known as Duns. Dehra Dun,
Kotli  Dun  and  Patli  Dun  are  some  of  the
well-known Duns.

Besides the longitudinal divisions, the
Himalayas have been divided on the basis of
regions from west to east. These divisions
have been demarcated by river valleys. For
example, the part of Himalayas lying between
Indus and Satluj has been traditionally
known as Punjab Himalaya but it is also
known regionally as Kashmir and Himachal
Himalaya from west to east respectively. The
part of the Himalayas lying between Satluj
and Kali rivers is known as Kumaon
Himalayas. The Kali and Teesta rivers
demarcate the Nepal Himalayas and the part
lying between Teesta and Dihang rivers is
known as Assam Himalayas. There are
regional names also in these broad
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ΣΟλ 1−2 ΒΥΤûΩΚρ
ΒûΞ  0/,04  €−Á  ≅ΚΩιÕΟτ  ΣςϕÕ
ΚôΠκΣÓ€[Õ− ΚΟο ΤγΟιƒο ΒÚϕÕ
ΒΞσ°τ ∆Υςλ 8// ÁγΟνΚρ ØΘο 00//
ÁγΟνΚρ Ξûς úΞßΣγÓ ΚôΠκΣÓ€[Õ−
ΞΟχ€ο ùΡÓιùΘôûΩ↑ο ≅ûΤϕÕρΖ
ùΣÚλ ΒΤΥΤûΩι ùΘôΟνΚ↓ο ΒÚϕÕ
ΣôÙλ ΡƒΚΖôο •úΨ ùΚôηÓ ΞϕÕ
úΜνχΚκΣγΟ ƒΟΤôΚôΘ Σ⁄ÜΚΖôο ΒλΤûΩι
ùΘôΟν ∆ÚΞô€ÙρΖÕ−ΒΘτ ΣρΖιΘôχÏΚρ
Θ⁄ιΘ áΨôδΚσΚρ Τσßλ ΞηΟο
ΤηΠôο êΟκΣγÓρΖ∴− ΤιƒΥ
ΒΤΥΤûΩΚρ Τσßλ ′Ξô←χÏΚρ ΒûΟúΥ
¿ΖΞôχ€ο ≅ûΤϕÕρΖ ΣρΖιΘôχÏΚûΖ
åτΚρ ΦτΣν− ùΟςôåτ+ úΚôγ←τ åτ+
Σôγ← åτ ØΘ←ΥûΞ ′Ω ×ΚθùΣσ[
åτΚΖôÏλ−

ΒΤΥΤûΩΚρ ¿ΖΞγΟκ ♦↔ÜΚΖôΚ
ΤγÓ♥τ°+ ΞγΟôς ≅⁄κΣûΟ♠Ûλ úΤσ€ο
ΒÚϕÕ €ΨχΚôΚ ♦↔χΚκΣγÓρΖ∴−
Βκ♦↔ÜΚρ Ρƒ ΣρΖιΘôχÏΚΖôο
ΞûςΥßχΚκΣγÓρΖ∴− ΦÓιÕχΚôγΟôΚ+ ′ϕÕ
Τσßλ ΜγΩϖ ΡƒΚÞχÏ  ΒûΟúΥ
≅ûΤϕÕρΖ ΒΤΥΤûΩ ♦↔ûΞ
ΣôςλΣ↔ΥΤôΚ ΣφΜôκ ΒΤΥΤûΩΚρ
Φτ[ûΨχΚκΣÓ€[Õ− Α∴ôο ΞγΟôς ÃƒΥôΚ
úΤσ€ο ΚôωÁν ΒΤΥΤûΩ Φ∴Üλ+ €Ψχ€ο
∝ΤôεΜο ΒΤΥΤûΩ Φ∴Üλ ≅ûΨχΚκ
ΣÓ€τ[∴− ΜγΩϖ Τσßλ Κô↓ ΡƒΚÞχÏ
ΒûΟúΥ ∆ρΖ ΒΤΥΤûΩ ♦↔Ü ÏΤôîτ
ΒΤΥΤûΩ Φ∴κΣÓ€[Õ− Κô↓ Τσßλ ≈υγΟô
ΡƒΚρ úΡΣôΖ ΒΤΥ ΤûΩΚûΖ
ΞûςΥßχ€τ[∴− ≈υγΟô Τσßλ ƒôδ
ΡƒΚÞχÏ ΒûΟúΥ ∆ρΖ ♦↔ûΞ ≅Μôλ
ΒΤΥ ΤûΩΚρ ΦτΣν− ΒϕΘ ùΣÚλ ΞûΚκ
ΣôÓΚÞχÏρ ∆ρðν ùΣΥνΚÞλ ∆ρΖ∴−

ΒΤΥΤûΩΚ↓τ ′Ω ΞγΟôς ùΣΥνΚûΖ
ΚηΟ°ΥÜλ−
   ♦ςΤ×ιƒςô ΒΤΥΤûΩΚ↓τ €ΨχÏ Øû∴
ΦοûΩΥôΚ ∆ρΖÕ− ƒôδ ΣρΖιΘôχ€σÏ
≅κΣôο+ ΒΤΥΤûΩΚρ ♥ÏϕΘ ΞûΖÜΟτ
ùΘσÏ ΣÏƒ♠ο ≅ûΤϕÕρΖÕ− ΒϕƒΥô↑τ
€ΨχÏ ΦοûΩ Ξ→ΥôΚ Σς↑ ΚôΠκΣÓ€[Õ−
ΒûΞ éνΞôφΜο ≅οΩÕ €ΨχÏ ΤûΩΚρ
Τσßλ ÏτßΚρ Φτ[ûΨχΚκΣÓ€τ[∴− Βλ
ΤûΩΚρ ΞΟ€ΨχÏ Τô♣ΩδΚρ Ξ→ΥôΚ
ùΜο€τ[∴− ùΣÚλΣôÛλ ΞÛΞô∴
ΤΠσΚσΚûΖ ùΚôηÓρΖ∴− ΒûΞ
Σ⁄ÜκΣôû[ΚΖôΚ ΚôΠκΣÓ€τ[∴−
′Ξô←χÏΚρ ≅ΥνϕΘ ΚôÓΚΖôο êΟκ
ΣγÓρΖ∴− ùΣÚλΣôÛλ≅ûΞ ΒûΠΥô∴
ΤûΩιùΘôΟνΚΖôΚÜλ+ ΣρΖιΘôχÏΚΖôΚÜλ
Σς↑εùΜτß ΚôΠκΣÓ€τ[∴− éνΞôφΜο
ùΘôΟνΣγΚôµ ÏτßΚρ+ ΡôΚô ÏτßΚρ+
Τ∞κéν ÏτßΚρ Τσßλ Áú⊥ô ÏτßΚρ
ØΘ←ΥΞσû[ ∆ρΖΟχ€ ∆ρΖÕ−

κΟλ 1−3 Áú⊥ôÏτßΚρ
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The Northern Plain

The northern plain has been formed by the
interplay of the three major river systems,
namely — the Indus, the Ganga and the
Brahmaputra along with their tributaries. This
plain is formed of alluvial soil. The deposition
of alluvium in a vast basin lying at the foothills
of the Himalaya over millions of years, formed
this fertile plain. It spreads over an area of 7
lakh sq. km. The plain being about 2400 km
long and 240 to 320 km broad, is a densely
populated physiographic division. With a rich
soil cover combined with adequate water
supply and favourable climate it is
agriculturally a productive part of India.

Figure 2.5 : The Northern Plains

The rivers coming from northern
mountains are involved in depositional work.
In the lower course, due to gentle slope, the
velocity of the river decreases, which results
in the formation of riverine islands.

‘Doab’ is made up of two words
— ‘do’ meaning two and ‘ab’ meaning water.  Similarly
‘Punjab’, is also made up two words — ‘Punj’ meaning
five and ‘ab’ meaning water.

Northern Plain is referred to as the Punjab
Plains.  Formed  by  the  Indus  and  its
tributaries, the larger part of this plain lies
in Pakistan. The Indus and its tributaries —
the Jhelum, the Chenab, the Ravi, the Beas
and the Satluj originate in the Himalaya. This
section of the plain is dominated by the doabs

Majuli, in the Brahmaputra
river, is the largest inhabited riverine island in the
world.

The rivers in their lower course split into
numerous channels due to the deposition of
silt. These channels are known as
distributaries.
      The Northern Plain is broadly divided into
three sections. The Western part of the

and West Bengal. In the East, particularly in
Assam lies the Brahmaputra plain.

The northern plains are generally described
as flat land with no variations in its relief. It is
not true. These vast plains also have diverse
relief features. According to the variations in
relief features, the Northern plains can be
divided into four regions. The rivers, after
descending from the mountains deposit
pebbles in a narrow belt of about 8 to 16 km
in width lying parallel to the slopes of the
Shiwaliks. It is known as bhabar. All the
streams disappear in this bhabar belt. South
of this belt, the streams and rivers re-emerge
and create a wet, swampy and marshy region
known as terai. This was a thickly forested
region full of wildlife. The forests have been
cleared to create agricultural land and to settle
migrants from Pakistan after partition.  Locate
Dudhwa National Park in this region.

The largest part of the northern plain is
formed of older alluvium. It lies above the
floodplains of the rivers and presents a
terrace-like feature. This part is known as
bhangar. The soil in this region contains  
calcareous deposits, locally known as
 kankar .

.
The Ganga plain extends between Ghaggar

and Teesta rivers.  It is spread over North India
in  Haryana, Delhi, U.P., Bihar, partly Jharkhand
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ΞΟχÏ ΜΤùΞ↓Κρ 9
ΞΟχÏε ΜΤùΞ↓ êτß Øχ€Υ Ρƒ

≅ûΤκ×ΚΖô∴ ′ϕÕ+ ΚδûΚ Τσßλ
♦ςλΤ×ιƒςô Ρƒ ≅ûΤκ×Κρ Τσßλ
≅Ξσ°τ €ûΖ ΡƒΚ↓τ ùΜΥοΣôÓΚΖôο
∆ÚΞô€ÙρΖÕ− ΒεΜΤùΞ↓ ΞηΟο
ΤηΠôο ∆ÚΞô∴Õ− ΣΩ ♥ο←Υτ
ΑηÓΚΖôΚ ΒΤΥûΩΚ↓τ ≅⁄ΞôςδΚ↓ο
≅ûΤϕÕρΖ ΣςϕΘ Ξ⁄ ♣Ω ΣÏƒ♠ο
ùΚôηÓ ΞϕÕ úΜνχΚκΣγΟ ΞηΟο Τη
Σ⁄ÜΚΖôο ∆ÚΞô∴ ΒÕ ΞΖλ ♥ÏϕΘ
ΜΤù↓ΥôÏλ− ΒεΜΤùΞ↓ ΓÝ ΩγΜλ ΜÕς
€úΩô ÁγΟνΚρ ΣςκΣΖ↑ο ΣςϕÕ
ΚôΠκΣÓ€[Õ− ΒεΜΤùΞ↓ 13// €úΩô
ÁγΟνΚρ ¿ΖØλ+ 13/ ØΘο 21/ €−Á
≅ΚΩØλ ùΚôηÓρΖÕ− ΒÕ ΤχΚΖΟνιƒ
♥ÏϕÕ ΚôΠκΣÓλ ×↑♠Υο ΣÏƒΥôÏλ−
ùΜ→κΣô∴ ΤηΞΖκ úΣôνûΞÙΟτ+
úΣôÕΤô∴ ¿ν ≅↓κ× Τσßλ ΜôΘΚΤô∴
ΚôΩ♣ûΩûΥ ùΣσßρΖΘôο+ ΒεΜΤùΞ↓
↑ΞΜôΥ ÃƒΥôΚ ∆σΣιƒ ƒ[τ ♥ÏϕΘ ΒϕƒΥ
ΣÏƒΥôÏλ−

ΞΟχÏ ΤûΩΚ↓←ÚϕÕ ΣôµϕÕ ΞÚλ
ΡƒΚρ ΤηûΠ Σ⁄Υο ùΜµÙλ ùΜΥûΩ
ùΚôηÓρΖ∴− ΘôθΞô∴ ¿úςôγΟ ΣÏƒΚ↓ο+
Ïû[ϕΘ ΜôµΞô∴ ♣ΩδΚρ ∆ρΖΘôο ¿↔τ
úΞΚλ Ïû[€[Õ− ΒΘ∴ôο Ασßι ¾ÜΚρ
Φ∴κΣÓλ ΤΠο ƒγÓχΚρ ∆ÚΞô€τ[∴−

∆δΚÞχÏ ùΘ↔ÙΤô> ♦ςλΤ×ιƒςô Ρƒ♠τ
Τ⊥ø← ΦτΣÕ ∆Ω€τ ♥ΚκùΣ↔Υ ΤχΚρ
Ξ′κ♦ΟδΚûΖ ùΚôηΟ Ασßι¾Üκ
ΣÏƒΥôÏλ−

ΡƒΚρ ≅Ξσ°τ ΘôθΞô∴ ΣÏƒΚ↓ο ΣôÙλ
úΣôÕ ΣοúΞß ΚôοΞôµΚΖôΚ
♦↔ϕúΘôÓ€τ[∴− ≅⁄ιÕΞςκΣγΟ ΞηΟο
Τη Σ⁄ÜΚΖôο ∆ÚΞô€τ[∴− ΒχΚôο
ΞôµΚρ €ûΖ ΡƒΚρ Φ∴κΣÓ€τ[∴−

ΞΟχÏΜ ΜΤùΞ↓ êτß
Øχ€Υ ♦↔ÜΚΖôΚ ♦↔χΚκΣγÓρΖÕ−ΞΟχÏε
ΜΤùΞ↓♠τ úΤσÏκ ΣÏƒ ΣφΜôκ
ΜΤùΞ↓Κρ Φτß Ï°κ♦ΟκΣÓ€τ[∴−

ΣΟλ 1−4 ΞΟχÏε ΜΤùΞ↓

ΞΟχÏ ΜΤùΞ↓Κρ ùΣÚλΣÏƒ ΣûΨΥ
ΞηΟο ΤηΠôο ∆ÚΞô€ÙρΖÕ− ΒÕ
ΡƒΚ↓τ ùΞρΖ ùΣÚχΚ ΜΤùΞ↓♠τ
úΤσΣÏƒ♠ο ≅ûΤϕÕ úΤοΘΖλ úΣôτ[
≅ûΤκûΣ ΘÚ€[Õ− ΒκΣÏƒûΥ ΣδΚν Φτß
≅ûΨκΣν− ΒκΣÏƒ♠ο ΚôΠκΣÓλ Τη∞τ
ÑηΠôλ× ΒÚκ×Κρ ΚôΠκΣÓ€[Õ−
∆ρðν ΤχΚρ ΚδΚν Φτß
≅ûΨχ€τ[∴ν−

ΒÕ ′ϕÕ Ρƒ Τσßλ ≅Θτ €ûΖ ΡƒΚΖôο
∆ÚΞô€τ[∴− ΒεΜΤùΞ↓♠τ ùΣÚλ ΣÏƒ
Σô€υΘô±ο  ≅ûΤϕÕρΖÕ−  ′ϕÕ  Ρƒ
Τσßλ ≅Θτ €ûΖ ΡƒΚΖô∴ ËΩλ+ Μ∴ôκ+
ςô↑+ ♦Υôυ Τσßλ ΜγΩϖ ΡƒΚρ
ΒΤΥΤûΩΚ↓ο ΒÚϕÕ ♦[χ€τ[∴
ΒεΜΤùΞ↓♠τ ùΣÚλΣÏƒ úΘôΑκ
Φ∴κΣÓλ Ρƒ♠ûΟ ΜΤùΞ↓Κ↓τ
ΑƒχΚιûΘ ùΚôηÓρΖ∴−

∆δΚÞχÏ ùΘ↔ÙΤô> úΘôΑκ ΦτΣÕ
ΒςηÓ ùΜôσΚΖôο ∆ÚΞô∴Õ− úΘô
ΦτΣΘτ ùΣôÚρ ΒςηÓ Ακ Φτ[ôο ¿ν
Φτß ùΣôÚρΣÓλ− ≅ÕúΣôΩúΞ+ ΣφΜôκ
ΦτΣÕλ+ ΒςηÓ ùΜôσΚΖôο Α∴Õ− Σφε
Φτ[ôο ΗϕÕ Φτßλ+ Ακ Φτ[ôο ¿ν
Φτßλ ùΣôÚρΣÓ€[Õ−

ΚδûΚε ΜΤùΞ↓Υô∴Õ ΚχΚν Τσßλ
≈υγΟô ΡƒΚρ ΒûΟúΥ Σς↑ ∆ρΖÕ− ΒÕ
ΞΟ ΒϕƒΥô↑ο ≅↔Υô∴ô +  ⁄ο←+
∆ιΘςκ♦ςúΘΜλ+ ÀΚôν+ ⊥ôνΚη⁄τ ΙÚ ΣÏƒ+
Τσßλ úΤσÏ ΞδΚôΖλ Τô♣ΩδΚ↓ο
Σς↑ÙρΖÕ− €ΨχÏ ƒûΜ♠ο+ Ï°κΣôΚ ≅Μôλ
Τô♣Ωλ ♦ςλΤ×ιƒςô ΜΤùΞ↓♠ο
≅ûΤϕÕρΖÕ− ΞΟχÏ ΜΤùΞ↓Κρ ùΣôÕΞôΚ
ΘγûΟΥô∴ ♣ΩκΣςκûΣ ùΚôηΟÕλ+

♣ΩιúΘôσ[ιƒο Φπ↑ΘΤô∴
úΞßΣôÓΚρ Βτ°Ùλ ∆ρΖ ΣÏƒ Φτß
Ξν∞χΚκΣÓ€[Õ− ΒÕ ∆ηûΤΥοΩ
ΒπΞΟχÏε ΜΤùΞ↓Κρ úΞßΣγΟ ♣ΩιúΘôσ[
≅λΜδΚûΖ ùΚôηÓρΖ∴− ♣ΩιúΘôσ[
≅λΜδΚ↓τ úΞßΣôÓΚûΖ ≅⁄κΣûΟΥôΚ
ùΚôηÓ ΞΟχÏε ΜΤùΞ↓ΚûΖ ΡôτÏ
♣ΩκΣςκ× ΣÏƒΚΖôΚ ♦↔χΚΩôλ−

ΒΤΥ ΤûΩΚ↓←ÚϕÕ •θúΡôχ€
ΞôµϕΘ ♦[Ï+ ≅ûΞ 7 ØΘο 05 €−Á−
≅ΚΩØρΖ Ïß€Υ ΤηΟΩιÕχÏρ
áΨôδΚσΚûΖ Σ⁄Υε ùΜµ€τ[∴
′Ξô←χÏΚρ ΤûΩε Μ↔ÜΚÞχÏ ≅⁄♠ο
ΒûΠΥôΚ ≅ûΤϕÕρΖÕ− ΒκΣ⁄ÜΚρ ΣôΣν
Φ∴κΣÓ€τ[∴− ΦοΩô ′ß ΡƒΚÞλ+
¿úςôûΟΚÞλ ΣôΣν ΤηΟΩιƒο ≅⁄♠ο
ùΜτß Τû[€τ[∴− ΒΘτ ùΘσ€ο ′ß
ΡƒΚÞλ+ ¿úςôûΟΚÞλ ÁηÓλ úΘôτ°+
ùΘûς Φτ[ûΨχΚκΣÓλ Ïû[ϕΘ Χςλ
ùΚôηΟ ΜÕκ× Τσßλ úΜσß ♣ΩκΣÏƒûΥ
∆ÚΞôχÏ€τ[∴− ΒκΣÏƒ ≅ΟνϕΘ
ΚôÓΚûΖÙλ+ ΚôγÓ ↑ΩδÏΚûΖÙλ
ùΚôηÓρΖÕ− ↑ΞΜôΥ ♣ΩδΚûΖ
∆ÚΞôχΚÜλ+ Ρôγ⁄τ ♦↔↑û∴χÏ ♦[Ï
Σô€υΘô±ο ΒÚϕÕ Ï⁄ùΣΥνϕúΘôûς
Ï⁄ΥΤνιΘÜλ ΒχΚôÓΚρ ùΞγΟκΣγΟ∴− ΒϕΘ
♣ΩκΣΣÏƒ♠ÛρΖ ÕιΞô úΘ′Υ éδΚôχΚρ
≅ûΤϕÕρΖ ΒΟιûΘ Ï°ιƒÓλ−
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 The newer, younger deposits of the floodplains
are called khadar. They are renewed almost
every year and so are fertile, thus, ideal for
intensive agriculture.

The Peninsular Plateau

The Peninsular plateau is a tableland
composed of the old crystalline, igneous and
metamorphic rocks. It was formed due to the
breaking and drifting of the Gondwana land
and thus, making it a part of the oldest
landmass. The plateau has broad and shallow
valleys and rounded hills. This plateau
consists of two broad divisions, namely, the
Central Highlands and the Deccan Plateau.
The part of the Peninsular plateau lying to
the north of the Narmada river, covering a
major area of the Malwa plateau, is known as
the Central Highlands. The Vindhyan range
is bounded by the Satpura range on the south
and the Aravalis on the northwest. The further
westward extension gradually merges with
the sandy and rocky desert of Rajasthan. The
flow of the rivers draining this region, namely
the Chambal, the Sind, the Betwa and the Ken
is from southwest to northeast, thus
indicating the slope. The Central Highlands
are wider in the west but narrower in the east.
The eastward extensions of this plateau are
locally known as the Bundelkhand
andBaghelkhand.

The  Chotanagpur plateau marks the
further eastward extension, drained by the
Damodar river.

The Deccan Plateau is a triangular
landmass that lies to the south of the river
Narmada. The Satpura range flanks its broad
base in the north, while the Mahadev, the
Kaimur hills and the Maikal range form its
eastern extensions. Locate these hills and
ranges  in  the  Physical  map  of  India.  The
Deccan Plateau is higher in the west and slopes
gently eastwards. An extension of the Plateau
is also visible in the northeast, locally known
as the Meghalaya, Karbi-Anglong Plateau and
North Cachar Hills. It is separated by a fault
from the Chotanagpur Plateau. Three
prominent hill ranges from the west to the east
are the Garo, the Khasi and the Jaintia Hills.

The Western Ghats and the Eastern Ghats
mark the western and the eastern edges of the
Deccan Plateau respectively. Western Ghats lie
parallel to the western coast. They are
continuous and can be crossed through passes
only. Locate the Thal, Bhor and Pal Ghats in
the Physical map of India.

The Western Ghats are higher than the
Eastern Ghats. Their average elevation is
900–1600 metres as against 600 metres of
the Eastern Ghats. The Eastern Ghats stretch
from the Mahanadi Valley to the Nigiris in
the south.  The Eastern Ghats are
discontinuous and irregular and dissected
by rivers draining into the Bay of Bengal.
The Western Ghats cause orographic rain by
facing the rain bearing moist winds to rise
along the western slopes of the Ghats. The
Western Ghats are known by different local
names. The height of the Western Ghats
progressively increases from north to south.
The highest peaks include the Anai Mudi
(2,695 metres) and the Doda Betta (2,637
metres). Mahendragiri (1,501 metres) is the
highest peak in the Eastern Ghats. Shevroy
Hills and the Javadi Hills are located to the
southeast of the

Figure 2.6 : A Waterfall in Chotanagpur Plateau
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ùΞρΖκùΣÚχÏ ΜΤùΞ↓♠ο Σ⁄Ùλ ×ƒΥ
Τσßλ  ΒûΖΥ  Τη  Σ⁄ΞιûΘ  ΚôΘν
Φτ[ûΨκΣν−  ΒÕ  ΙπùΞôÚ  ΑηÓλ
×Õκ♦χΚκΣÓΞΘôο ΞΖΤô∴ΘôΚ ∆ρΖÕ−
ΒπΞô[ôΚ+ ¾↑ς ↑ΞΜôΥιƒσÏ ∆ΚϕΘΘôΚ
∆ρΖÕ−

¾ΣΚσΣ ÀΟé♥ 9
¾ΣΚσΣ ÀΟé♥ ΙÚ ∆ΥνΤγΟ ♣ΩκΣÏƒΥôÏλ−
ΒκÀΟé♥ ΣΨûΤΥô∴ Σ⁄ΚκΣôû[Κρ+ ≅χ±
Σôû[Κρ+ ∆ÚΤôσ[ Σôû[ΚΖôο
∆ÚΞô€ÙρΖÕ− ΒÕ úΚôηγΞô∴ô ♣Ωιƒτ
′ûΘÜΚρ Τσ[λ ♦ΖÜΚ↓τ ↑ûΖΞôΚ
úΘôτ°ÙρΖÕ− ΒπΞô[ôΚ ♥ΚÜλ
ΣΨûΤΥô∴ ♣ΩκΣÏƒΥôΚ ↑ΖδÏ€[Õ−
ΒκÀΟé♥ ≅Κτ[ Τσßλ ΑΨΤσ[
ΣρΖιΘôχÏΚûΖÙλ Τσßλ ΞγΟ Ξ⁄Ξ
ΤûΩΚûΖÙλ ùΚôηÓρΖÕ− ΒκÀΟé♥
ΒςηÓ ùΣÚλ ♦↔ÜΚûΖχ ùΚôηÓρΖÕ−
≅ûΞ ΤιƒΥ úΤγÓ Τô♣ΩδΚρ Τσßλ
ΘχΚôΠ ÀΟé♥ ΑÏλ− ΡνΤûΘ ♣ƒ♠τ
ΞΟχúΚ ≅ûΤϕÕρΖÕλ+ ΤôρΞô ÀΟé♥♠τ
ùΣÚλ ΣςκûΣ ∆ρΖΟχ€Ùλ ΚôΠκΣÓλ
ΘχΚôΠ ÀΟé♥♠τ ♦↔ûΞ ΤιƒΥ úΤγÓ
♣ΩδΚρ ΦτΣν− ↑ϕƒΥ ΤûΩιùΘôΟν+
ùΘσ€ο Μôιéςô ΤûΩι ùΘôΟςôÛλ+
ΞΟúΤσ€ο ΑςΞο← ΤûΩΚΖôÛλ ãΨκΣγ
ÓρΖÕ− úΤÛλ úΤσÏ úΡôχ€ ¿γ⁄χÏλ
úΣôÕ Σ⁄κΣ⁄ΥôΚ ςô⊥υΘô±τ ΤΠο Τσßλ
Σôû[ ΣôδΚô∴ ΣôûΩΞ∴ιÕΟτ ΒûΠϕ
ÕρΖÕ− ΒκΣÏƒ♠ο ΣôÙλ ΜλΣο+′ϕÕ
ùΣγΞô Τσßλ ùΚτ ΡƒΚρ ùΘτ
úΤσ€←ÚϕΘ+ ΞΟ€ΨχΚôΚ ΣôµΞΘτ êΩλ+
♣Ωιƒτ ΜôµûΞ Ï°χ€τ[∴− ΒκÀΟé♥♠τ
€ΨχÏ úΡôχ€Υ ↑↔ΞôχΚδΚρ ∆ρðν
ΣÏƒΚρ ×ϕúΘο Κηγ Τσßλ ΣôúΚοΚηγ
Φ∴ ≅ûΨχΚκΣÓ€[Õ−

ΣΟλ 1−5 úΜôγΟô Ρôχéν
ÀΟé♥♠ο ∆ρΖ ΙÚ ¿νÅθε′

úΜôγΟô Ρôχéν ÀΟé♥Υô∴Õ+ úΤÛλ áÓΘΩô∴
€ΨχÏ×[ ↑↔ΞôχΚιûΘÙλ ΘôúΤôΘν Ρƒ
Ξ⁄Κôο ≅ûΤκûΣÙλ Ï°χ€[Õ−

 ΘχΚôΠÀΟé♥ ØχúΚ ôΠ Ξ⁄Ξ
♣ΩιúΘôσ[ιûΘ ùΚôηÓρΖÕ− ΒÕ ΡνΤûΘ
Ρƒ♠τ ùΘσúΚ ≅ûΤϕÕρΖÕ− Μôιéςô
ΤûΩιùΘôΟν Θτ ≅ΚΩΤô∴ ≅⁄ιΘΖιûΘ
ΞΟχÏ ΣχΚ ΞôγΟΤôΚ ùΚôηÓρΖÕ− ΤΚôúΘπ
Τσßλ ûΚêν ΤûΩΚρ Τσßλ ûΤχΚôο
ΤûΩιùΘôΟνΚρ ΒΘτ €ΨχÏƒûΜ
↑↔ΞôχΚΤôΚ ùΚôηÓρΖÕ− ΒϕƒΥ ×↑♠Υο
ΞûςΣΟιƒο ΒϕΘ ΤûΩΚρ Τσßλ
ΤûΩιùΘôΟνΚûΖ Ï°ιƒÓδΚρ− ΘχΚôΠ
ÀΟé♥ úΤσ€ο ∆ΥςΤôΚÜλ+ €ΨχΚ úΡôχ€ Μσß
ΜôµϕÕλ ΚôΠκΣÓ€[Õ− ΒκÀΟé♥♠τ ¿γ⁄κ×
ΞΟ€ΨχÏ ƒûΜ♠Ûλ ΚôΠκΣÓ€[Õ− ∆ρðν
ΤχΚΖôο úΤΚôΩΥô+ Κν♦,Αδχ Ωôδχ ÀΟé♥+
ΞΟχÏ ΚεΜôν ΤûΩΚρ Φ∴ ≅ûΨχΚκΣÓ€[Õ−
ΒÕ ♦ΖÜ ùΣΥνε′Υôο úΜôγΟôΡôχéν
ÀΟé♥♠ο ΒÚϕÕ ♦↔χΚκΣγÓρΖÕ−

Κôúςô+ Κô′ Τσßλ ⊥ΥϕƒΥô ΤûΩΚρ
ØΘ←ΥûΞ úΤσ€←ÚϕÕ €ΨχΚôΚ ∆ρΖ
Øχ€ΥΤô∴ ΤûΩι ùΘôΟνΚΖôÏλ−
úΤσÏ ùΘôΟνε′ ΤûΩΚρ Τσßλ €ΨχÏ
ùΘôΟνε′ ΤûΩΚρ 9

ΘχΚôΠ ÀΟé♥♠τ úΤσÏ
Øû∴κΣÏƒΥôΚ úΤσÏ ùΘôΟνε′ ΤûΩΚÞλ+
€ΨχÏ Øû∴κΣÏƒΥôΚ €ΨχÏ ùΘôΟνε′
ΤûΩΚÞλ ≅ûΤϕÕρΖ∴− úΤσÏ ùΘôΟνε′
ΤûΩΚρ+ úΤσÏ ΚΟσΚûςχÏ ΒûΠΥôΚ
≅ûΤϕÕρΖÕ− ≅ûΞ ùΘôΟνε′ΥôΚ ≅ûΤκûΣ
ùΚôηÓρΖ∴− ΚΠΞôµΚρ Ξ→ΥôΚ ΤγÓúΤ
ΚΟϕÕ ùΜοΩ Ø⁄Ùλ− ΒϕƒΥ ×↑♠Υο
ΞûςΣΟιƒο Θôο+ úΣô ν Τσßλ Σôο
ΤûΩιùΘôΟνΚûΖ Ï°ιƒÓΚ−

úΤσÏ ùΘôΟνε′ ΤûΩΚρ+ €ΨχÏ
ùΘôΟνε′ ΤûΩΚûΖ↑Ο ∆ΥςΤô∴ûΞ+
≅Ξσ°∴  ΜςôΜ↔  ∆Υςλ  8//  ØΘο  05//
ÁγΟνΚΖôΚÜλ €ΨχÏ ùΘôΟνε′ ΤûΩΚρ 5//
ÁγΟνΚρ ΜςôΜ↔ ∆ΥςιûΘ ùΚôηÓρΖ∴− €ΨχÏ
ùΘôΟνε′ ΤûΩΚρ ΤΚôΡƒ ΣρΖιΘôχ€←ÚϕÕ+
ùΘσÏ ¿Ω€↔ Ξûς ¿ηÓ ΚôΠκΣÓ€[Õ− €ΨχÏ
ùΘôΟνε′ ΤûΩûΚρ ùΘôΟνϕÕ ΒοΩôΤÛλ+
ΙÝδΚσ[ûΞΥôΚÜλ+ ΞδΚôΖ↑↔ÏΟô ΚΟ←ο
ΚΩχÏλ ΡƒΚΖôο Õη⁄χΚκΣγÓλ ΚôΠκ
ΣÓ€τ[∴− úΤσÏ ùΘôΟνε′ ΤûΩΚρ ΤûΨûΥ
Θôδ€ ΞÚλ ΧςχΚôσßΚûΖ ΦƒνùΚôηÓ
ΤûΩιùΘôΟ↔τ úΤσÏ Μ↔ÜΚρ ùΡÓ€Ûλ úΤο
úΡôχ€ ∆ΥςεùΜµÕ+ ΤûΩεΜ↔Ü ΤûΨûΥ
∆ηΟôχ€ÙρΖÕ úΤσÏ ùΘôΟνε′ ΤûΩΚρ
ΣοúΞß ∆ρðν ùΣΥνΚΖôο ≅ûΨχΚκ
ΣÓ€τ[∴− úΤσÏ ùΘôΟνε′ ΤûΩΚ↓τ ∆Υςλ
ΞΟχ€←ÚϕÕ ùΘσÏ úΡôχ€ ùΜοΩ ùΜοΩ
Σ⁄κΣ⁄ΥôΚ ≅ƒΚ↔χ€[Õ− ΑûΠØ⁄ ∋1584
ÁγΟνΚρ( Τσßλ ùΘôγΟ ùΣγΟô ∋1526 ÁγΟνΚρ(
♥ΚÜλ ∆ΥςΤô∴ ′ΚςΤôΚ ∆ρΖÕ− €ΨχÏ
ùΘôΟνε′ ΤûΩΚ↓ο ΤúΚϕƒς€↔ ∋04/0 ÁγΟνΚρ(
♥ΚÜλ ∆ΥςΤô∴ ′ΚςΤôΚ ∆ρΖÕ− úΜπςôµ
Τσßλ ⊥πΞôÕ ΤûΩΚρ €ΨχÏ ùΘôΟνε′
ΤûΩ♠τ ùΘτ €Ψχ€ο ≅ûΤϕÕρΖ∴−
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The Chilika Lake is the
largest salt water lake in India. It lies in the state
of Odisha, to the south of the Mahanadi delta.

Eastern Ghats. Locate the famous hill
stations of Udagamandalam, popularly
known as Ooty and the Kodaikanal.

One of the distinct features of the
Peninsular plateau is the black soil area
known as Decean Trap. This is of volcanic
origin, hence, the rocks are igneous. Actually,
these rocks have denuded over time and are
responsible for the formation of black soil. The
Aravali Hills lie on the western and
northwestern margins of the Peninsular
plateau. These are highly eroded hills and are
found as broken hills. They extend from
Gujarat to Delhi in a southwest-northeast
direction.

The Indian Desert

The Indian desert lies towards the western
margins of the Aravali Hills. It is an
undulating sandy plain covered with sand
dunes. This region receives very low rainfall
below 150 mm per year. It has arid climate
with low vegetation cover. Streams appear
during the rainy season. Soon after they
disappear into the sand as they do not have
enough water to reach the sea.  Luni is the
only large river in this region.

more prominent near the Indo-Pakistan
boundary. If you visit Jaisalmer, you may go
to see a group of barchans.

The Coastal Plains

The Peninsular plateau is flanked by stretch
of narrow coastal strips, running along the
Arabian Sea on the west and the Bay of Bengal
on the east. The western coast, sandwiched
between the Western Ghats and the Arabian
Sea, is a narrow plain. It consists of three
sections. The northern part of the coast is
called the Konkan (Mumbai – Goa), the central
stretch is called the Kannad Plain, while the
southern stretch is referred to as the Malabar
coast.

Figure 2.8 : The Coastal Plains

Figure 2.7 : The Indian Desert

Barchans (crescent-shaped dunes) cover
larger areas but longitudinal dunes become

The plains along the Bay of Bengal are
wide  and  level.  In  the  northern  part,  it  is
referred to as the Northern Circar, while the
southern part is known as the Coromandel
Coast. Large rivers, such as the Mahanadi, the
Godavari, the Krishna and the Kaveri have
formed extensive delta  on this coast. Lake
Chilika is an important feature along the
eastern coast.
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∆δΚÞχÏ ùΘ↔ÙΤô>

∆ΘΚ ΤηΟΩιƒτ ♦ς′ιΘ ùΣσ[ ΤûΩ
Ξô→ΟδΚΖô∴ Εγ⁄ Τσßλ ùΚôûΟχΚô∴ο
Φτà♥ΟδΚûΖ Ï°ιƒÓδΚρ−

¾ΣΚσΣ ÀΟé♥♠τ Θ±ιÕΞΤô∴+
≅λΜΤô∴ ΒΟλ ΘχΚôΠ Κ↔Μο Τη
ùΚôηΟ ΣÏƒΥôÏλ− ΒκΣÏƒ Φ↔ΤûΩ
ùΞ⁄κ♦ο ΓσΣγΟΘôÏλ− ΑûΚΥôο ΒδÏρΖ
Σôû[Κρ ≅χ± Σôû[ΚΖôΚ ∆ρΖ∴−
∆ηûΤ♠ο ΒκΣôû[Κρ ΚôΩκúΣôχ€ο
ÕΚοΚΖô€ Κ↔Μο Τη ∆ÚΞôΚ
ΚôςΠΤô♠∴− ¾ΣΚσΣ ÀΟé♥♠τ úΤσÏ
Τσßλ ΞΟúΤσÏ ↑↓λ×Κ↓ο ΑςΞο←
ΤûΩΚρ  ≅ûΤϕÕρΖ∴−  ΒûΞ  ♥ΚÜλ
′ûΘϕΘ ΤûΩΚρ ΑÏλ− ΒûΞ ♦ΖΞûΟϕΘ
ΤûΩΚΖôΚ ΚôΠκΣÓ€τ[∴− ΒûΞ
Ï⊥ςôιƒο ΒÚϕÕ ⁄ο← Ξûς+ ùΘτ úΤσÏ
ƒûΜ♠←ÚϕÕ  ùΘτ  €ΨχÏ  ƒûΜ♠ο
Σς↑♠Úχ€[Õ−
ΒϕƒΥκ ΣôûΩΞ∴λ
ΒϕƒΥκ ΣôûΩΞ∴λ ΑςΞο← ΤûΩΚ↓τ
úΤσÏ ↑↓λ×Κ↓ο ≅ûΤϕÕρΖÕ− ΒÕ
ùΘôΟςûΩΥôΚ ùΜοÛλ ΤΠσ
ΜΤùΞ↓ûΥÙλ+ ΤΠσÏτßΚûΖÙλ
ùΚôηÓρΖÕ− ΒκΣÏƒ ΑηÓχÏ 04/
♥ο← ÁγΟÚχÏλ Ïû[Ξô∴ ♥Κ
Ïû[ϕΘΖÜ ΤûΨκùΣô→ûΞ ùΚôηÓρΖÕ−
ΒÕ Ξ[ηΟ ΚôΩ♣ûΩÙΟτ Ïû[ϕΘΖÜ
ΘôΞςδΚûΖÙλ ùΚôηÓρΖÕ− ΤûΨχΚôΩ
ΣÚΞιƒο ¿úςôûΟΚρ úΘôτß€τ[∴− ΒûΞ
ΚΟûΩε ùΜτ[ûΟΥ úΣôÕΤô∴ ¿úςôγΟλ
ΒοΩôΘΘôο ΤΠÛχÏρ ♥Κ ↑ûςΞôΚ
Τû[ϕÕ ↑Ó€τ[∴− ΒκΣÏƒ♠ο í±Ρƒ
ΤγÓúΤ Ιúς ΙÚ ùΣ↔Υ ΡƒΥôÏλ−

ΣνΚôτΚρ Φ∴κΣÓλ ♦û[ Μϕƒςτ Ξ⁄Ξô∴
ΤΠσÏτßΚρ ùΣÚΤΖÜ ΣςκûΣ Αχ€ς♥χ
€τ[∴− Α∴ôο ΒϕúΘô,Σô€υΘôτ
ΦοûΩ♠τ ≅Ú€ο ≅ûΤϕÕρΖ ¿ΖΞγΟ
ΤΠσÏτßΚρ ♥ΚÜλ Øχ€ΥιÕΞλ
ΞôµϕΘûΞ− ¿δΚρ ù⊥µΜοΤôν ΣÏƒχÏ
↑⊥Υλ ùΜµΘôο+ ≅δÏρΖ ΣνΚôτΚ↓τ
áγΟιûΘ ΣôνχΚΩôλ−

ΚΟσΚûςε ΜΤùΞ↓Κρ 9
ΘχΚôΠ ÀΟé♥ Θτ ΣχΚΞôγ⁄ο úΤσúΚ
≅ς♦χΚΟο Τσßλ €ΨχúΚ ΞδΚôΖ ↑↔ÏΟô
ΚΟúΩôςιûΘ Ιγ⁄ ùΡÓ€Ûλ ¿ηÓ
≅ûΤϕÕρΖ Ïß€Υ ♣ΩκΣÏƒΚûΖ
ùΚôηÓρΖÕ− úΤσÏ ΚΟσΚûςε ΜΤùΞ↓
úΤσÏ ùΘôΟνε′ ΤûΩΚÞχÏλ+ ≅ς♦χ
ΚΟÛχÏλ ΒûΟúΥ ΒûΟëγÓ ♣ΩκΣÏƒΥôΚ
∆ρΖÕ− ΒÕ ÏßΚΩô∴ ΜΤùΞ↓ ΣÏƒΥôÏλ−
ΒÕ êτß ♦↔ÜΚûΖ ùΚôηÓρΖÕ−
ΒχΚΟσΚûς♠τ ΞΟχÏ ΣÏƒ ΚΟσΚûς♠τ
ΞΟχÏ ΣÏƒ ùΚôδΚτ ΚΟσΚûς ∋ØλûΣ,
úΚôΞô(  Φ∴Üλ+  ΤιƒΥ  ΚΟσΚûς  Κτ∴γ
Κ∴ςô ΚΟσΚûς∋ΚνΡôΟΚô( Φ∴Üλ+ ùΘσÏ
ΚΟσΚûς ΣÏƒ ΤΩΣôν ΚΟσΚûς∋úΚςΖô(
Φ∴Üλ ≅ûΨχΚκΣÓ€τ[∴−

ΞδΚôΖ ↑↔ÏΟô ΚΟûΩ Ιγ⁄ ¿ηÓ
≅ûΤϕÕρΖ ΜΤùΞ↓Κρ ≅ΚΩΤô∴ûΞ
Τσßλ ΜΤΘΖΤô∴ûΞ− ΞΟχÏ ΣÏƒ♠ο ΞΟχÏ
ΜνχΚôν∋Αϕƒςô( Φ∴Üλ+ ùΘσÏ ΣÏƒ
úΚôςΤηΟο ΚΟσΚûς∋Θ♥θΡôÓ( Φ∴Üλ+
≅ûΨχΚκΣÓ€τ[∴− ΤΚôΡƒ+ úΚôΘôΞ↔
€ÚωΠô Τσßλ ΚôúΞ↔ úΣôτ[ ùΣ↔Υ
ΡƒΚρ ΒχΚΟσΚûς ΜΤùΞ↓♠ο ↑↔Ξô∴
ùΟοΟô ΣÏƒûΥ ∆ÚΞôχ€ ∆ρΖ∴− €ΨχÏ
ΚΟσΚûς ΣÏƒ♠ο ∆ρΖ ′οΚô Γ↔
Øχ€ΥΤô∴ Γ↔ΥôÏλ−

′οΚô Γ↔ ΒϕƒΥô↑úΩúΥ
♥ΚκùΣ↔Υ ∆κ× ¿ν Γ↔ΥôÏλ− ΒÕ ΤΚôΡƒ
ùΟοΟô ΣÏƒ♠τ ùΘσúΚ+ Ι⁄Μô Τô♣Ωιƒο
≅ûΤϕÕρΖÕ−

ΣΟλ 1−6 ΒϕƒΥ ΣôûΩΞ∴λ

ΚΟσΚûς ΜΤùΞ↓Κρ
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Corals

Coral polyps are short-lived microscopic
organisms, which live in colonies. They flourish
in shallow, mud-free and warm waters.  They
secrete calcium carbonate.  The coral secretion
and their skeletons from coral deposits in the
form of reefs: they are mainly of three kinds:
barrier reef. fringing reef and atolls.  The Great
Barrier Reef of Australia is a good example of the
first kind of coral reefs. Atolls are circular or
horse shoe-shaped coral reefs.

India’s only active volcano is
found on Barren island in Andaman and Nicobar
group of Islands.

The Islands

You have already seen that India has a vast
mainland. Besides this, the country has two groups
of islands. Can you identify these island groups?

Locate the Lakshadweep Islands group
lying close to the Malabar coast of Kerala. This
group of islands is composed of small coral
isalnds. Earlier they were known as
Laccadive, Minicoy and Amindive. In 1973,
these were named as Lakshadweep. It covers
small area of 32 sq km. Kavaratti island is
the administrative headquarters of
Lakshadweep. This island group has great
diversity of flora and fauna. The Pitti island,
which is uninhabited, has a bird sanctuary.

Now you see the elongated chain of islands
located in the Bay of Bengal extending from
north to south. These are Andaman and
Nicobar islands. They are bigger in size and
are more numerous and scattered. The entire
group  of  islands  is  divided  into  two  broad
categories –  The Andaman in the north and
the Nicobar in the south. It is believed that
these islands are an elevated portion of
submerged mountains.  These island groups
are of great strategic importance for the
country. There is great diversity of flora and
fauna  in  this  group  of  islands  too.  These
islands lie close to equator and experience
equatorial climate and has thick forest cover.

physiographic units highlights the unique
features of each region.  It would, however,
be clear that each region complements the
other and makes the country richer in its
natural resources.  The mountains are the
major sources of water and forest wealth.
The northern plains are the granaries of the
country. They provide the base for early
civilisations.  The plateau is a storehouse
of minerals, which has played a crucial role
in the industrialisation of the country.  The
coastal region and island groups provide
sites for fishing and port activities.  Thus,
the diverse physical features of the land
have immense future possibi l it i es
of development.

Figure 2.9 : An Island

A detailed account of the dif ferent
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¾ÜΚρ

ΒϕƒΥô ΣςϕΘ Øχ€Υ ♣ΩκΣÏƒûΥ
ùΚôηÓρΖÕ Φ∴ ¿δΚρ ΓσΚ∴úΞ
Σôνι¾νΚρ− ΡλΡôÓ ΒςηÓ ¾ÜχáγΟδΚûΖ
ùΚôηÓρΖÕ− Βι¾Ü áγΟδΚûΖ ¿δΚρ
≅ûΟΥôΖλ ΚôΠ Ø⁄€[Θô>

úΚςΖô↑τ ΤΩΣôν ΚΟσΚûςχÏ
≅Ú€ο ≅ûΤϕÕρΖ ΒΩγΜι¾Ü áγΟιûΘ
Ï°ιƒÓ− Βι¾ÜχáγΟλ ΣΞΖι¾ÜΚΖôο
∆ÚΞô€ÙρΖÕ− Øτ× ΒûΞ ΩΚôûΟπ+
♥±Κôµ Τσßλ ≅♥τΟûΟδ Φτß ≅ûΨχ
ΚκΣγΟ∴− 0862ο ΒΞσ°σÏ ΒΩγΜι¾ÜΚρ
Φτ[ ùΣΥ↔ΟκΣγΟÕ− ΒÕ 21 ΜÕς €úΩô
ÁγΟνΚρ Φτ[ ′°Υ ΣςκΣΖûΞ ùΚôηÓρ
ΖÕ− ΚΞςιƒ ¾Ü ΒΩγΜι ¾ÜΚ↓τ ♣νΞôΚ
ΘûΩΡΚςΤôΚ ∆ρΖÕ− Βι¾Üχ áγΟδΚρ
′[κΣô∴ ΘôΞςδΚρ Τσßλ ↑ΩδÏΚ↓τ
ΣτØΚ ΘτûΤûΥ ùΚôηÓρΖ∴− ΤχΚρ
Ξôθ↑ΟδΚρ ΒοΩôΘ ♦γ⁄ ¾Ü ΙÚ
Σ[ûΞΚρ ΜςΠôΩΥιûΘ ùΚôηÓρΖÕ−

ΣΟλ 1−8 ΙÚ ¾Ü

 ΣΞΖκΣôû[Κρ
ΣΞΖκ éε′Κρ Ïû[Ξô∴ ΚôΩλ ΞôÝλ
Öη∞Υ ∆♠↔∴δΚΖôÏλ− ΒûΞ
áγΟδΚΖôΚ  Ξôθ€τ[∴−  ΑΨλ
Ïû[ΞôΚ+  úΜ°οΩôΘ  Τσßλ  ùΞÕ
ùΞÕκΣô∴ ¿↔ο ΒûΞ ↑ÚιƒΥûΟ
€τ[∴− ΒûΞ Κôο′Υλ ΚôνΣú∴γûΟ
Ñςχ€τ[∴− ΣΞΖιƒτ ÑςιΘνΚρ Τσßλ
≅Ξσ°τ ΦÛλ×χáÓΚρ ΣΞΖ
ΒÚκ×Κ↓ο ΒÚϕÕ ΣΞΖκ ΣôûΘΚρ
Ξ⁄↑ο ΚôΠκΣÓ€τ[∴− ΣΞΖκ
Σôû[Κρ Øχ€ΥΤôΚ êτß ΞûΚκ ΣÓλ−
≅ûΞ ΘÓκ× ΣΞΖκΣôû[Κρ+ ↑↓λ×
ΣΞΖκΣôû[Κρ Τσßλ ΞγΟ ΣΞΖκ
Σôû[Κρ ØΘ←Υ∴ΞôÏλ− Αυƒúς
Υô↑ο ∆ρΖ ùΣÚϕΘÓκ× ΣΞΖκ
Σôû[ιƒγÓ ØΘο ΞûΚ ΣΞΖκ Σôû[χÏ
ΙÚ ′[ϕΘ ΦÓιÕχΚôγΟôÏλ− ≅úΟôοΚρ
ΞγΟΞ⁄Ξ ≅οΩÕ Ïƒûς ΩôΟλ
Ξ⁄↑Ωô∴ ΣΞΖκΣôû[ΚΖôÏλ−

ΒκúΣôÕ ¿δΚρ ΞδΚôΖ ↑↔ÏΟô
ΚΟ←ο ΞΟχ€ο ΒÚϕÕ ùΘσΚôΚ ¿ηΟ Μδ€←
ùΘôΟν úΣôτßρΖ ¾ÜΚûΖ ΣôÚδΚρ− ΒûΞ
≅ϕΘΤôτ ♣úΚôΣôν ¾ÜΚΖôÏλ−

ΒûΞ ùΣ↔Υ ∆ÚΞΖûΞÙλ+ ≅ƒΚ
Φη∞χûΚ♠Ûλ ′ΘÚηÓ ≅ûΤϕÕρΖ∴−
Βι¾Üχ áγΟιûΘ ΒςηÓ ùΣ↔Υ ♦↔ÜΚΖôΚ
♦↔χΚΩôλ− ΞΟχ€ο ΒÚκΣΞσû[ ≅ϕΘΤôτ
Φτßλ+ ùΘσ€ο ΒÚκΣΞσû[ ♣úΚôΣôν
Φτßλ+ ≅ûΨκΣν− Βι¾ÜΚρ ¿ÚχÏρ
êθ€♠ÚχÏλ Τû∴Κ↓τ ∆ΥνιΘΣγΟ
ΣÏƒΚρ Φτß ΡλΣκΣÓ€[Õ−

Βι¾ÜΚρ Ρôγ⁄τ úΣôν ∆ιƒΚÞχÏ
Øχ€ΥιÕΞλ ΞôµϕΘûΞΚΖôΚ ∆ρΖ∴−
Βι¾ÜΚ↓Ûλ ♥ÏϕΘ úΞßΣôÓΚÞΟτ á⁄Υ
ΘôΞςδΚρ Τσßλ ↑ΩδÏΚûΖ Κô∴
Ø⁄€[Õ− Βι¾ÜΚρ éΤιƒΥ úςûΚχÏ
≅Ú€ο ≅ûΤϕÕρΖ∴− úΤÛλ éΤιƒΥ
úςûΚ ΣÏƒ♠τ ΚôΩ♣ûΩûΥÙλ+ ≅ΟνϕΘ
ΚôγÓκΣςκûΣÙλ ùΚôηÓρΖÕ−
∆δΚÞχÏ ùΘ↔ÙΤô>
 ΒϕƒΥô↑τ Ιúς ΙÚ ùΜΥοΣÓλ Φ↔ΤûΩ
≅ϕΘΤôτ ♣úΚôΣôν ¾ÜχáγΟιƒÛρΖ úΣςτ
¾↑ο ΚôΠκΣÓ€[Õ−

ΣοúΞß ×↑♠Υο ≅λΜδΚûΖ
Ï°ιΘ ↑↔Ξô∴ ΘΚΞοΚρ+ ΙπùΞôÚ
×↑♠Υο ≅λΜιƒτ Θ±ιΘτûΤΥô∴
Ση×ΚûΖ Øτ±ûΩ ΣÓιÕ€τ[∴−
ΙπùΞôÚ ×↑♠Υο ≅ûΤκ×λ+ Τσù[ôÚ
×↑♠Υο ≅ûΤκ♦σÏ Θτ ΣδΚ↓κûΣ
≅↓ιÕ+ ΡôγûΟ ùΜ→κ×ρΖ ΒΥσûΚ
ΞΖδΚρ ♥ÏϕΘΘôΚ ùΜµÕρΖ∴ ΦτΣÕ
ùΘ↓Ξô€[Õ− ΤûΩΚρ ¿ν Τσßλ ΚôγÓε
ùΜοΞιƒσÏ Øχ€ΥΤô∴ ΑΘôςδΚΖôÏλ−
ΞΟχÏε ΜΤùΞ↓Κρ Ρôγ⁄τ Θô±Υ
ΚΖφ′ΥδΚΖôÏλ− ≅ûΞ Ρôγ⁄τ ÕΞχΚ
ΚôΩ ΡôΚ↔ΚδΚÞχÏ ΑΘôςΤôΚ ↑Ζδ€∴−
ÀΟé♥Κρ ΘôÕκ ùΣôÚγΚ↓τ €ΟδÏΚΖôΚ
∆ρΖ∴− Ρôγ⁄τ ùΘô→ο ΤΥΤôΘ←τ Øχ€Υ
ΣδûΚ Ξ€χ€τ[∴− ΚΟσΚûςκ ΣÏƒΚρ
Τσßλ ¾Üχ áγΟδΚρ Áτ ♦⁄ιΘÛχÏλ+
Õû[ØΚε ùΜΥοΣôÓΚÞχÏλ ♣ΩκΣÏƒûΥ
ΞΨδ€ÙρΖ∴− ΒπΞô[ôΚ Ρôγ⁄τ ×↑♠Υο
≅λΜδΚρ ΦƒνΚôΩ ΞΖνε′χΚô∴ ΜôιƒΥχ
áßΚûΖ ùΣσßρΖ∴−



32 PHYSICAL FEATURES OF INDIA

1. Choose the right answer from the four alternatives given below.

(i) Consider the following statements:
Assertion(A): India is called a peninsula.
Reason(R): A peninsula is a landmass bounded by sea on three sides
and connected to the mainland on one side.
Choose the correct answer from the options given below:
(a) Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A.
(b) Both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A.
(c) A is true but R is false.
(d) A is false but R is true.

(ii) Mountain ranges in the eastern part of India forming its boundary with
Myanmar are collectively called
(a) Himachal (c) Purvachal
(b) Uttarakhand (d) None of the above

(iii) The western coastal strip, south of Goa is referred to as
(a) Coromandel (c) Kannad
(b) Konkan (d) Northern Circar

(iv) The highest peak in the Eastern Ghats is
(a) Anai Mudi (c) Mahendragiri
(b) Kanchenjunga (d) Khasi

2 Answer the following questions briefly.

(i) What is the bhabar?
(ii) Name the three major divisions of the Himalayas from north to south.

(iii) Which plateau lies between the Aravali and the Vindhyan ranges?
(iv) Name the island group of India having coral origin.

3. Distinguish between
(i) Bhangar and Khadar
(ii) Western Ghats and Eastern Ghats

4. Which are the major physiographic divisions of India?  Contrast the relief of the
Himalayan region with that of the Peninsular plateau.

5. Give an account of the Northern Plains of India.

6. Write short notes on the following.

(i) The Indian Desert

(ii) The Central Highlands

(iii) The Island groups of India

MAP SKILLS

On an outline map of India show the following.
(i) Mountain and hill ranges – the Karakoram, the Zaskar, the Patkai Bum, the

Jaintia, the Vindhya range, the Aravali, and the Cardamom hills.
(ii) Peaks – K2, Kanchenjunga, Nanga Parbat and the Anai Mudi.

(iii) Plateaus, Chotanagpur and Malwa
(iv) The Indian Desert, Western Ghats, Lakshadweep Islands

EXERCISE
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1.  •úΨ ùΚôÓχΚκΣγÓρΖ ΡôτÏ ↑ûΟΚ↓←ÚϕÕ Μ↔Υô∴ ↑ûΟûΥ úΘνϕùΘÓ−
(i) ♦τΞÚλ áσßΚûΖ ΚΞ±χΚÜλ:

áσß(A): ΒϕƒΥô ΙÚ ΣΚσΣλ Φ∴ ≅ûΨχΚκΣÓ€[Õ−
ΚôςΠλ(R): ΣΚσΣλ ΦτΣÕ êτß ΣχΚδΚρ ΚΟΩôÛλ+ ΙÚ
ΣχΚλ ♣ΩκΣςκΣôÛλ ãΨκΣγΟ ΙÚ ♣ΩκΣςκΣôÏλ−
Μ↔Υô∴ ↑ûΟûΥ úΘνϕùΘÓχΚÜλ:

  (a)   A Τσßλ R ΒςηÓλ Μ↔+ Τσßλ R ΦτΣÕ A ↑σÏ Μ↔Υô∴ ↑ΖχΚλ−
  (b) A Τσßλ R ΒςηÓλ Μ↔+ Α∴ôο R ΦτΣÕ A ↑σÏ Μ↔Υô∴ ↑ΖχΚΤοΩ−
  (c) A Μ↔+ Α∴ôο R ΘΞß−
  (d) A ΘΞß+ Α∴ôο R Μ↔−
(ii) ΒϕƒΥô↑τ €ΨχÏ ΣÏƒ♠ο ♥ΥôτΤÚΟτ ΦοûΩûΥ ∆ÚΞôχÏλ

ΤûΩιùΘôΟνΚûΖ áγΟôΚ ΒπΞôß ≅ûΨκΣν
≅( ∝ΤôεΜο Α( éνΞôφΜο
Β( ∆ιΘςΚηγ Χ( úΤÛρΖûΞ ΦÕÜ♥οûΩ

(iii) úΚôΞô↑τ ùΘσ€ÛρΖ úΤσÏ ΚΟúΩôςκΣÏƒûΥ ΒπΞôß ≅ûΨκΣν
≅( úΚôςΤηΟο Α( Κτ∴γ Κ∴ςô
Β( ùΚôδΚτ Χ( ΞΟ ΜνχΚôν

(iv) €ΨχÏ ùΘôΟνε′ ΤûΩ♠ο ♥ΚÜλ ∆ΥςΤô∴ ′Κςλ
≅( Αû∴Ø⁄ Α( ΤúΚϕƒς€↔
Β( ΚφΜτ ⊥δΚô Χ( Κô′

2. •θΚôÔλ ↑∴ôχΚÞχÏ ÑÚχΚΤôΚ ↑ûΟΥ↓
(i) ΣôΣν ΦτΣÕ ΥôÕ>
(ii) ΞΟχ€←ÚϕÕ ùΘσΚôΚ ≅ûΤϕÕρΖ ΒΤΥΤûΩΚ↓τ êτß

Øχ€ΥΤô∴ ♦↔ÜΚ↓τ ùΣΥνΚûΖ ΦÝÕΚ−
(iii) ΑςΞο← Τσßλ ↑ϕƒΥ ΤûΩιùΘôΟνΚ↓τ ΒûΟúΥ ≅ûΤϕÕρΖ

ÀΟé♥ ΦÕ>
(iv) ΣΞΖκΣôû[ΚûΖ ùΚôηΟ ΒϕƒΥ Üχ áγΟιƒτ ùΣΥûς ΦÝÕΚ>

3. ΒΞσ°ûΟúΥ úΞßΣôγûΟ áßΚ−
(i) ΣδΚν Τσßλ ΚôΘν
(ii) úΤσÏ ùΘôΟνε′ ΤûΩΚρ Τσßλ €ΨχÏ ùΘôΟνε′ ΤûΩΚρ−

4. ΒϕƒΥô↑τ Øχ€ΥΤô∴ ×↑♠Υο ♦↔ÜΚρ ΥôûΞ> ΒΤΥΤûΩΚρ Τσßλ
   ΣΚσΣ ÀΟé♥ ΒûΟúΥ ΚôΠκΣÓλ úΞßΣôÓΚûΖ ΚôηΚ−
5. ΒϕƒΥô↑τ ΞΟχÏ ΜΤùΞ↓Κρ Ï°ιÕ ↑Ξ↔ιƒÓΚ−
6. •θΚηΟΞσ°χÏ ′ß Ï°κ× ΞûςΚ−

(i) ΒϕƒΥκ ΣûΩΞ∴λ
(ii) ΤιƒΥ ΣôûΩΞ∴λ
(iii) ΒϕƒΥô↑τ Üχ áγΟδΚρ

♣Ω ΞûςΣΟιƒ[τΚρ 9
ΒϕƒΥ ×[Ξ↔κ ΣΟιƒο •θΚηΟΞσû[ Ï°ιÕ ΚôγÓΚ−
(i)  ΤûΩΚρ Τσßλ ΤûΩι ùΘôΟνΚρ 9 ΚôςúΚôςλ+ ⊥υΚν+ ΣγΚôµ éλ+

ù⊥ΥϕƒΥô+ ↑ϕƒΥô ΤûΩιùΘôΟν+ ΑςΞο← Τσßλ ΓΩχΚôµ ΤûΩΚρ−
(ii)  ′ΚςδΚρ - K2, ′Κςλ+ ΚφΜτ ⊥δΚô+ ΡδΚô ΣνΣι Τσßλ Αû∴Ø⁄
(iii)  ÀΟé♥Κρ9 úΜôγΟô Ρôχéν Τσßλ ΤôοΞô
(iv)  ΒϕƒΥκ ΣôûΩΞ∴λ+ úΤσÏ ùΘôΟνε′ ΤûΩΚρ+ ΒΩγΜι ÜΚρ

Σ♠σ′Κρ
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PROJECT/ACTIVITY

Locate the peaks, passes, ranges, plateaus, hills, and duns hidden in the puzzle.
Try to find where these features are located.  You may start your search
horizontally, vertically or diagonally.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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ùΜôσ×ƒ↔ο Τû[ϕÕρΖ ′ΚςδΚρ+ ΚΠΞôµΚρ+ ΤûΩûιùΘôΟνΚρ+ ÀΟé♥Κρ
Τσßλ åτΚρ ØΘ←ΥΞσû[ ΚηÓ♦⁄ÙδΚρ ΒϕΘ ≅λΜδΚρ ≅ûΤϕÕρΖ
ΒΟδΚûΖ ΚηΟ°Υ ØΥσ′ ùΜµƒÓΚ− ¿δΚρ ∆δΚÞûΟΥ úΘÓΘûΩ €ûΟΤγΟΤôΚ+
ÏßχΚôΚ ≅οΩÕ ùΜδÏιΘôΚ ùΘôΟδΚΩôλ−

ùΜΥοƒγΟλ . ùΜΥοΣôÓ

     Β Υ Ï Κ Θ χ   Κô   Π    λ   Υ    Ï    Υ
  Τ Ï Τ Ï Ï γ   Ï    Τ    Ï   γ    Ï    Ï
  Υ Ï Α Κ ♦ ς    λ    Τ    ×   ι    ƒ    ςô
  Τ Υ ûΠ Ï Β Ï   Β    Ï    γ   Ï    Ι    Ï
 ûΩ Ï Ø Ï ς Β   ∆    Ï    ∆  Ï    Ï    γ
  Ï Ï ⁄ Υ Ω Ω   Ω    Φ    Ξ   ùς   υ    γ

     γ γ Ï Ø ς ς   Ï     γ    Ï   Ï   ⁄    Ï
  Ï Κô Ï û∴ Ï Υ   ς     Ï    Μ   Τ    Υ    ⁄
  Τ ς Ï Ï Ï Ï   Ï    Ï    Ï   ι    ∆    ¾
  Ï úΚô Θô ν γ Α  Ï    Κ    δ   ûΚ   ¾    Ü

     Ï ς Ï Ï Ï ς    ς    ⁄    Ï    ς    Ï    ς
  ς λ ′ ∆ Ï Ξ   Ï    ς    Ï    Ï   Ï    Ï

     Ï Ï ϕ Υ γ ο   Τ    Τ    Ï    Υ    Ï   Ï
  ⁄ ⁄ Õ ς Ï ←   ς    γ     À    Ο    é   ♥
  Ï ς Ï Ι Τ úΚ  ϕ     ƒ    ς     €    ↔   Ι

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



36 DRAINAGE

DRAINAGE

T he term drainage describes the river
system of an area. Look at the physical
map. You will notice that small streams

flowing from different directions come together
to form the main river, which ultimately drains
into a large water body such as a lake or a sea
or an ocean. The area drained by a single river
system is called a drainage basin. A closer
observation on a map will indicate that any
elevated area, such as a mountain or an upland,
separates two drainage basins. Such an upland
is known as a water divide (Figure 3.1).

Figure 3.2 : A Gorge

DRAINAGE SYSTEMS IN INDIA

The drainage systems of India are mainly
controlled by the broad relief features of the
subcontinent. Accordingly, the Indian rivers
are divided into two major groups:
• the Himalayan rivers; and
• the Peninsular rivers.

Apart from originating from the two major
physiographic regions of India, the Himalayan
and the Peninsular rivers are different from
each  other  in  many  ways.  Most  of  the
Himalayan rivers are perennial.  It means
that they have water throughout the year.
These rivers receive  water from rain as well
as from melted snow from the lof ty
mountains. The two major Himalayan rivers,
the Indus and the Brahmaputra originate
from the north of the mountain ranges. They
have cut through the mountains making
gorges. The Himalayan rivers have long
courses from their source to the sea.

3

Water Divide

Srea
m A

Srea
m B

Figure 3.1 : Water Divide

The world’s largest drainage
basin is of the Amazon river

• Which river has the largest basin in India?

Strea
m  A

Stream B
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3
Ρƒ¿ν Ξ⁄Κôο

Ρƒ¿ν Ξ⁄Κôο ΦτΣÕ ΙÚ ΣÏƒ♠ο
∆ρΖ ΡƒΚ↓τ ≅ûΤκûΣ ↑Ξ↔χ€[Õ−
×↑♠Υο ΞûςΣΟιûΘ ΚΞ±ÙδΚρ− ΣοúΞß
ƒûΜΚ↓ο ΣôÙλ ¿úςôûΟΚρ ≅û∴ιÕλ
Ιτß ΒûΠϕÕ  Øχ€Υ ΡƒûΥ
∆ηΟôχÏ€τ[∴ ΦτΣûΘ ¿δΚρ
ΚΞ±χΚΩôλ− ΒÕ Βßƒ♠ο Γ↔ ≅οΩÕ
ΚΟο ≅οΩÕ ùΣÚδΚΟοΚ↓ο ùΜτß
úΜÚ€τ[∴− ΙÚ Ρƒ ≅ûΤκΣôο ¿ûς
ùΣß€τ[ ΣÏƒ Ρƒ¿νΣÓûΚ Φ∴κΣÓ€[Õ−
ΞûςΣΟιûΘ áνϕÕ Σ↔≠←ιΘôο+ ΤûΩΚρ
≅οΩÕ úΤγÓ ♣ΩκΣÏƒ úΣôτ[ ∆ΥςΤô∴
ΣÏƒ ΒςηÓ ΡƒΣÓûΚ ΣÏƒΚûΖ
♦↔χ€τ[∴ ΦτΣÕ ùΘ↓Ξô€[Õ −
≅πΞô[ô∴ ∆ΥνϕΘ ΣÏƒûΥ ¿νκ♦↔ úΤγÓ
ΣÏƒ Φτ[ûΨκΣν−∋ΣΟλ 2−0(

∆δΚÞχÏ ùΘ↔ÙΤô>

 ΚηΟ°ΥÜλ
• ΒϕƒΥô↑úΩúΥ ♥ΚκùΣ↔Υ

ΡƒκΣÓûΚûΥ ΦϕΘ Ρƒ ùΚôηÓρΖÕ>

∆Ω€úΩúΥ ùΣ↔Υ ♣ΩκΣÓûΚ
≅úΤ⊥ôτ Ρƒ ♣ΩκΣÓûΚ ΑÏλ−

ΒϕƒΥô↑τ Ξ⁄Κôο ≅ûΤκ×Κρ 9
ΒϕƒΥô↑τ Ξ⁄Κôο ≅ûΤκ×Κρ

Øχ€ΥΤôΚ ÕûΠΚηΟιƒτ ΣςϕΘ
♣ΩιúΘôσ[ ≅λΜδΚΖôο
ΚγÓκΣÓιΘκΣÓ€τ[∴− ΒΘτΣ⁄ ΒϕƒΥ
ΡƒΚûΖ ΒÚ  ùΣÚλ ♦↔ÜΚΖôΚ ♦↔χΚΩôλ−
•  ΒΤΥΤûΩ ΡƒΚρ
•  ¾ΣΚσΣ ΡƒΚρ
ì ΒϕƒΥô↑τ ΒÚ ùΣÚλ ×↑♠Υο
ΣÏƒΚ↓ο ΒÚϕÕ úΘôτßΞÕ ΤγÓΤοΩôΤο
ΒΤΥΤûΩ ΡƒΚρ Τσßλ ¾ΣΚσΣ ΡƒΚρ ΣΩ
↑ΘδΚ↓ο ΙτßχùΚôτß úΞßΣγÓρΖ∴−
ΒΤΥΤûΩ ΡƒΚρ ùΣÚλΣôÛλ ËΞΡƒΚΖôΚ
∆ρΖ∴− ≅ΘôΞÕ+ ≅ûΞ ΑηÓ ØÝΞÕλ
¿ûς  ùΣσ°Úχ€τ[∴−  ΒϕΘ  ΡƒΚρ  ΤûΨ
Τσßλ ∆ΥςΤô∴ ΤûΩΚ↓τ ÁÕρΖ Σ±
∆ÚÏΘΩôÛλ  ¿ûςκ ùΣσ°Úχ€τ[∴−
ΒΤΥΤûΩ ΡƒΚ↓ο ΒςηÓ Øχ€ΥΤô∴
ΡƒΚΖô∴ ′ϕÕΡƒ Τσßλ ♦ςλΤ×ιƒςô Ρƒ
ΒΤΥΤûΩι ùΘôΟνΚ↓τ ΞΟχÏ
ΜôµÜΚ↓←ÚϕÕ úΘôτß€τ[∴− ≅ûΞΚρ
ΤûΩΚ↓ûΟúΥ ΣôµϕÕ ΤûΩ ΒÓχÏΚûΖ
ΓσΣÓιƒÙρΖ∴− ΒΤΥΤûΩ ΡƒΚρ ≅Ξσ°τ
♦[κ♦Ολ ØΘο+ ΚΩχÏλ ΚΟο Ξûς ¿ηΟ
ΣôµϕúΘôÓλ ΤôνΚιûΘ ùΚôηÓρΖ∴−

Ρƒ 
 A Ρƒ 

B
¿νκ♦↔ úΤγÓ

ΣÏƒ

ΣΟλ3.1: ¿νκ♦↔ úΤγÓ ΣÏƒ

ΣΟλ  3.2 : ΤûΩ  ΒÓχÏ
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They perform intensive erosional
activity in their upper courses and carry
huge loads of silt and sand. In the middle
and the lower courses, these rivers form
meanders, oxbow lakes, and many other
depositional features in their floodplains.
They also have well-developed deltas

A large number of the Peninsular rivers
are seasonal, as their flow is dependent on
rainfall. During the dry season, even the
large rivers have reduced flow of water in
their channels. The Peninsular rivers have
shorter and shallower courses as compared
to their Himalayan counterparts. However,
some of them originate in the central
highlands and flow towards the west. Can you
identify two such large rivers? Most of the
rivers of peninsular India originate in the

Source of River

Upper Course

Middle Course

Ox-Bow Lake

Lower
Course

Meander

Delta

Figure 3.3 : Some Features Made by Rivers

Western Ghats and flow towards the Bay of
Bengal.

The Himalayan Rivers

The major Himalayan rivers are the Indus,
the Ganga and the Brahmaputra. These rivers
are long, and are joined by many large and
important tributaries. A river alongwith its
tributaries may be called a river system.

The Indus River System

The river Indus rises in Tibet, near Lake
Mansarowar. Flowing west, it enters India in the
Ladakh. It forms a picturesque gorge in this
part. Several tributaries, the Zaskar, the Nubra,
the Shyok and the Hunza, join it in the Kashmir
region. The Indus flows through Baltistan and
Gilgit and emerges from the mountains at Attock.
The Satluj, the Beas, the Ravi, the Chenab and
the Jhelum join together to enter the Indus near
Mithankot in Pakistan. Beyond this, the Indus
flows southwards eventually reaching the
Arabian Sea, east of Karachi.   The Indus plain
has a very gentle slope. With a total length of
2900 km, the Indus is one of the longest rivers
of the world. A little over a third of the Indus
basin is located in India Ladakh, Jammu and
Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh and Punjab and
the rest is in Pakistan.

• According to the regulations
of the Indus Water Treaty (1960), India can
use only 20 per cent of the total water carried
by the Indus river system. This water is used
for irrigation in Punjab, Haryana and the
southern and the western parts of Rajasthan.

The Ganga River System

The headwaters of the Ganga, called the
‘Bhagirathi’ is fed by the Gangotri Glacier and
joined by the Alaknanda at Devaprayag in
Uttarakhand. At Haridwar, the Ganga emerges
from the mountains on to the plains.

(Figure 3.3).
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≅ϕΡƒΚρ ≅Ξσ°τ ∆ΥςΤô∴
ΣôµϕúΘôÓλ ΤôνΚιƒο ¾↑ςΤô∴ Τη ≅↔κûΣ
∆ηΟôχÏ€τ[∴− ùΣÚΤΖ↑ο ΞηΟο Τη
Τσßλ ΤΠûΩ ÑΤϕÕ ΞÚ€τ[∴− ΒûΟκΣγΟ
Τσßλ •θ ¿úςôγΟκ ΣÏƒΚ↓ο+ ΒϕΡƒΚρ
ÏßγΟôßΚρ+ ÏΖλ× Ξ⁄Ξ Γ↔Κρ Τσßλ ΣΩ
ΞûΚΥô∴ Σ⁄Θο ≅λΜδΚûΖ ≅Ξσ°τ
ùΞρΖκùΣÚχÏε ΜΤùΞ↓Κ↓ο
∆ÚΞôχÏ€τ[∴− ≅ûΞ ΞΖνε′ΥûΟϕΘ
ùΟοΟôχΚûΖÙλ ùΣσßρΖ∴−

ΤûΨκùΣô→ûΞ ΜôνϕÕ ¿úςôγΟδΚρ
ΒÚκΣΘ∴ôο+ ùΣÚλΣôΩô∴ ¾ΣΚσΣ ΡƒΚρ
≅û∴ιÕλ ΣÚΞΚôΩ ΤûΨΥôΘôς ΡƒΚΖôΚ
∆ρΖ∴− úΚôûΟχΚôΩδΚ↓ο ùΣ↔Υ ΡƒΚÞλ
ΘδΚÞΟΥ ΚôοΞôµΚ↓ο Ïû[ϕΘ
¿úςôγΟιûΘ ùΚôηÓρΖ∴− ¾ΣΚσΣ ΡƒΚûΖ
ΒΤΥΤûΩ ΡƒΚÞΟτ Ικ♦ÓλúΣôÕ+
Ïû[Ξô∴ ¿ΖØλ+ ΑΨØλ ùΚôηÓρΖ∴−
Α∴ôο ΤιƒΥ úΤγÓ ♣ΩδΚ↓ο ♦[χÏλ
′Ω ΡƒΚρ úΤσÏ úΡôχ€ Σôµ€τ[∴−
≅πΞô[ô∴ ΒςηÓ ùΣ↔Υ ΡƒΚûΖ ¿δΚρ
≅ûΟΥôΖλ ΚôΠ Ø⁄ÙΤô>¾ΣσΣ
ΒϕƒΥô↑τ ùΣÚλΣôΩô∴ ΡƒΚρ úΤσÏ
ùΘôΟνε′ ΤûΩΚ↓ο úΘôτ°+ ΞδΚôΖ
↑↔ÏΟô ΚΟûΩ úΡôχ€ Σôµ€τ[∴−

ΣΟλ 3.3 : ΡƒΚ↓τ ùΜΥοΚΖôο ∆ÚΞô∴
  ′Ω ♣ΩιúΘôσ[δΚρ

ΒΤΥΤûΩ ΡƒΚρ 9
′ϕÕΡƒ + ΚδûΚΡƒ Τσßλ

♦ςλΤ×ιƒςô Ρƒ ØΘ←ΥûΞ Øχ€ΥΤô∴
ΒΤΥΤûΩ ΡƒΚΖôÏλ − ΒϕΡƒΚρ
¿ΖΤô∴ûΞ− ΣΩ ùΣ↔Υ Τσßλ Øχ€ΥΤô∴
€ûΖ ΡƒΚρ ΒΞσßΟτ ΚΩχ€τ[∴− ΙÚ
ΡƒûΥ ≅Θτ €ûΖ ΡƒΚÞΟτ ΚΩϕÕ Ρƒ
≅ûΤκ× Φτß ≅ûΨκΣν−
′ϕÕ Ρƒ ≅ûΤκ× 9

′ϕÕ Ρƒ Τô∴ΜúςôΞν Γ↔ ≅Ú€ο
ƒùΣιƒο úΘôτß€[Õ− úΤσÏ úΡôχ€
ΣôµϕÕ+ ΩΟôχ ΣÏƒ♠ο ΒϕƒΥôÜχÏρ
ÖûΨ€[Õ− ΒÕ ΒκΣÏƒ♠ο ≅ΨÏ ♥ÏϕΘ
ΤûΩ ΒÓχûΚ ΓσΣÓιÕ€[Õ− ⊥υΚν+ Öκςô+
ωúΥôχ Τσßλ ]øτ⊥ô úΣôτ[ ΣΩ €ûΖ
ΡƒΚρ ΚôωÁν ΣÏƒ♠ο ΚΩχ€τ[∴−′ϕÕ
Ρƒ Σô€υΘôτ Τσßλ €ο€ι Ξ→ΥôΚ ΣôµϕÕ+
≅γΟôχ ΣÏƒ♠ο ∆ρΖ ΤûΩΚ↓←ÚϕÕ
ùΞ↓κΣÓ€[Õ− ΜγΩϖ+ ♦Υôυ+ ςô↑+ ≠∴ôκ
Τσßλ ËΩλ ΡƒΚρ ≅û∴ιÕλ ΒûΠϕÕ
Σô€υΘô±ο ∆ρΖ ♥ΘôτúΚôγ ≅ÚúΚ ′ϕÕ
ΡƒχÏρ úΜν€τ[∴− ΒΘû∴ Θôη⁄Υ ♦[Ï
′ϕÕ Ρƒ ùΘσÏ ƒûΜ♠ο ΣôµϕÕ+ Βßƒ♠ο
Κςôε′χÏ €Ψχ€ο ≅ς♦χΚΟûΩ
ùΜτ[ûΟ€[Õ− ′ϕÕ ΜΤùΞ↓ ♥Κ Ïû[ϕΘ
ΜôµûΞ ùΚôη⁄Úχ€[Õ− ùΤôιΘλ 18//
€úΩô ÁγΟν ¿ΖιÕΟτ ′ϕÕ Ρƒ+ ∆Ω€ÛρΖ
♥Κ ¿ΖΤô∴ ΡƒΚ↓ο Ιτ[ôΚ ∆ρΖÕ−
ΒΘτ êτ°ο ΙÚ ΣÏƒ ΤγÓúΤ ΒϕƒΥô↑ο
∆ρΖ ΩΟôχ+ ⊥λê ΚôωÁν+ ΒΤôεΜΩ
♦ςúΘΜλ Τσßλ ΣφΜô♦ο ∆ρΖÕ−

��
ΚδûΚ Ρƒ ≅ûΤκ× 9
 Σ•ςƒ Φτ[ûΨχΚκΣÓλ ΚδûΚ Ρƒ♠τ
ØΘτûΤ ♦[κ♦ΟιƒσÏ ¿ν ΚδúΚôι↔
Σ±Υôσ°ο ΒÚϕÕ úΜÚ€[Õ− Βϕ ¿úςôγΟλ
∆ιΘςΚη⁄ο ∆ρΖ úΘΞ♦ςΥôûΚ
Φτà♥Οιƒο ≅ΩχΡϕΘôÜΟτ ΒûΠ€[Õ−
↔ιΞô↔ο ΚδûΚ Ρƒ ΤûΩΚ↓←ÚϕÕ
ΜΤùΞ↓ΚÞχÏ úΜÚ€[Õ−

∆δΚÞχÏ ùΘ↔ÙΤô? • ′ϕÕ Ρƒ¿ν
∆ΟτΣ⁄χûΚ ∋085/( ♠τ ♣ΣϕΘû∴Κ↓τΣ⁄
′ϕÕ Ρƒ ≅ûΤκ× ΦÓιÕΞÚλ ¿↔ο ΒϕƒΥ
ΡôÓ 1/ ΜΘÅΘιûΘ ΤγÓúΤ
ΣΥτΣÓιƒχùΚôρΖ Ø⁄Ùλ−Βϕ¿ûς
ΣφΜôκ+↔Υô∴ô Τσßλ ςô⊥υΘôτ ùΘσÏ
Τσßλ úΤσÏ ΣÏƒΚ↓ο ¿νΣôΜ∴ιƒσΚôΚ
ΣΥτΣÓιÕ€τ[∴ν

Ρƒ♠τ ♦[κ♦Ολ

úΤσΣÏƒ ¿úςôγΟλ

ΒûΟκΣÏƒ ¿úςôγΟλ

ÏΖλ×Ξ⁄Ξ Γ↔

≅⁄κΣÏƒ
¿úςôγΟλ

ÏÚγΟôßΚρ

ùΟοΟô
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Figure 3.4 : Major Rivers and Lakes
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ΣΟλ  3.4 : Øχ€ΥΤô∴ ΡƒΚρ Τσßλ Γ↔Κρ
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The Ganga is joined by many tributaries from
the Himalayas, a few of them being major
rivers, such as the Yamuna, the Ghaghara, the
Gandak and the Kosi. The river Yamuna rises
from the Yamunotri Glacier in the Himalayas.
It flows parallel to the Ganga and as a right
bank tributary meets the Ganga at Allahabad.
The Ghaghara, the Gandak and the Kosi rise
in the Nepal Himalaya. They are the rivers,
which flood parts of the northern plains every
year, causing widespread damage to life and
property, whereas, they enrich the soil for
agricultural use.

The main tributaries, which come from the
peninsular uplands, are the Chambal, the
Betwa and the Son. These rise from semi-arid
areas, have shorter courses and do not carry
much water in them. Find out where and how
they ultimately join the Ganga.

Figure 3.5 : Confluence of Bhagirathi and Alaknanda at
Devaprayag

                         • The Namami Gange Programme
is an Integrated Conservation Mission approved as
a ‘flagship programme’ by the Union Government
in June 2014 to accomplish the twin objectives of
effective abatement of pollution, conservation and
rejuvenation of the national river, Ganga. You may
explore about this project at http://nmcg.nic.in/
NamamiGanga.sspx#

Enlarged with the waters from its right and
left  bank  tributaries,  the  Ganga  flows
eastwards till Farakka in West Bengal. This is

the northernmost point of the Ganga delta. The
river bifurcates here; the Bhagirathi-Hooghly
(a distributary) flows southwards through the
deltaic plains to the Bay of Bengal. The
mainstream, flows southwards into
Bangladesh and is joined by the Brahmaputra.
Further downstream, it is known as the
Meghna. This mighty river, with waters from
the Ganga and the Brahmaputra, flows into
the Bay of Bengal. The delta formed by these
rivers is known as the Sundarban Delta.

• The Sundarban Delta derived
its name from the Sundari tree, which grows well
in marshland.
•  It is the world’s largest and fastest growing delta.
It is also the home of Royal Bengal tiger.

The  length of the Ganga is over 2500 km.
Look at Figure 3.4; can you identify the type of
drainage pattern formed by the Ganga river
system? Ambala is located on the water divide
between the Indus and the Ganga river systems.
The plains from Ambala to the Sunderban
stretch over nearly 1800 km, but the fall in its
slope is hardly 300 metres. In other words, there
is a fall of just one metre for every 6 km.
Therefore, the river develops large meanders.

The Brahmaputra River System

The Brahmaputra rises in Tibet east of
Mansarowar lake very close to the sources of
the Indus and the Satluj. It is slightly longer
than the Indus, and most of its course lies
outside India. It flows eastwards parallel to
the Himalayas. On reaching the Namcha
Barwa (7757 m), it takes a ‘U’ turn and enters
India in Arunachal Pradesh through a gorge.
Here, it is called the Dihang and it is joined by
the Dibang, the Lohit, and many other
tributaries to form the Brahmaputra in Assam.

•  Brahmaputra is known as
the Tsang Po in Tibet and Jamuna in Bangladesh.
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ΚδûΚ ΡƒúΥôÓ ΒΤΥΤûΩΚ↓ο ΒÚϕÕ
ΣôÙλ ΣΩ €ûΖ ΡƒΚρ ΒûΠ€τ[∴−
≅Ξσ°ο Øχ€ΥΤô∴ûΞ ΥØ∴ô+ Κôχςô+
ΚηΟχ Τσßλ úΚô′ ØΘ←ΥûΞΥôÏλ− ΥØ∴ô
Ρƒ ΒΤΥΤûΩΚ↓ÛρΖ ΥØú∴ôι↔ Σ±Υôσ°ο
ΒÚϕÕ ♦[χ€[Õ− ΒÕ ΚδûΚ ΡƒχÏ
ΒûΠΥôΚ Σôµ€[Õ− ΞΩÕ×[ Κûς♠ο €ûΖ
ΡƒΥôΚ ≅ΩΚôΣôιƒο ΚδûΚ ΡƒÙΟτ
ΒûΠ€[Õ− úΡΣôΖιƒτ ΒΤΥΤûΩΚ↓ο
Κôχςô+ ΚηΟχ Τσßλ úΚô′ ΡƒΚρ ♦[χ€τ[∴−
ΒϕΡƒΚρ ΙπùΞôÚ ΞÚΟØλ ΞΟχÏε
ΜΤùΞ↓ΚûΖ ùΞρΖκùΣÚχΚôο
êθΚ⁄χ€τ[∴− ΒÕ ΣςΞΩô∴ ∆♠ν+
∆ΟûΤΚÞχÏ úΜΘιûΘ ΓσΣÓιÕ€[Õ− Α∴ôο
↑ΞΜôΥ ΣΥτΣôγÓχÏ ΤηûΠ
ùΜ→κΣûΟΥΘôχÏ€τ[∴−

ΜλΣο+ ùΣγΞô Τσßλ úΜôτ ØΘ←ΥûΞ
¾ΣΚσΣ ∆Υν♣Ωκ ΣÏƒΚ↓ο ΒÚϕÕ ΞϕÕ
úΜνϕƒÓλ €ûΖ ΡƒΚΖôÏλ− ΒûΞ Σôƒ Ξ[ηΟ
ΣÏƒΚ↓ο ΒÚϕÕ ♦[χ€τ[∴− Ïû[Ξô∴
ΣôµϕúΘôÓλ ΤôνΚδΚûΖχ ùΚôηΟûΞ−
ΒΞσ°ο ≅ƒΚ ¿úςôγΟλ ΒÚχΚôÕ+ Βßƒ♠ο
≅ûΞ ΦδÏ+ΦπΞôß ΚδûΚ Ρƒ♠ο
ΒûΠ€τ[∴ ΦτΣûΘ ùΘ↔ϕÕùΚôρÞδΚρ−
∆δΚÞχÏ ùΘ↔ÙΤô>   • ΡΤô♥ ΚδΚô ƒγΟλ
ΦτΣÕ ΙÚ ΙÚδ€ûΠϕΘ ΣôÕΚôκ× Σ∞ ƒγΟΤôÏλ−
ΒÕ ØΘτûΤιƒγΟΤôΚ ΤιƒΥ ≅ςΜôδΚιΘôο ⊥øτ
1/03 ο ≅δ•Κ↔χΚκΣγΟ ƒγΟΤôÏλ− ΒιƒγΟλ úΘ′Υ
ΡƒΥô∴ ΚδûΚ Ρƒ♠τ ΤôΜûΟϕΘ ΘτûΤûΥ
ƒ[λΣΟ Ïû[ιΘο+ ΣôÕΚôιΘο Τσßλ ×ιÕ♠ν
≅↓ιΘο Φτàλ ΒςγûΟ Ωγ′ΥδΚûΖ ΜôƒιƒΟ
∆ÚΞôχΚκΣγΟÕ−  ¿δΚρ  ΒιƒγΟλ  Ï°ιÕ http://
nmcg.nic.in/NamamiGanga.sspx#ο ΚôΠΩôλ−

ΒÕ ΚδûΚε ΜΤùΞ↓χÏ ΞΟχ€ο ∆ρΖ Βßƒ
ΣÏƒΥôÏλ− ΒδÏ Ρƒ ΒςηΟôΚ ♦↔ΞûΟ€[Õ−
Σ•ςƒ Τσßλ øχ↓ ΡƒΚΖôΚ ùΘσÏ úΡôχ€+
ùΟοΟô ΜΤùΞ↓Κ↓τ Ξ→ΥôΚ ΞδΚôΖ ↑↔ÏΟô
ΚΟ←ο ΚΩχ€τ[∴− Øχ€ΥΤô∴ ¿úςôγΟλ ùΘσÏ
ƒûΜ♠ο ΣδΚΖôúΘωχÏρ Σôµ€[Õ−
♦ςλΤ×ιƒςô ΡƒÙΟτ ΒûΠ€[Õ− ≅Θτ ♦[Ï
•θ úΡôχ€ Σôµ€τ[ ΒϕΡƒûΥ úΤΚ∴ô Φτß
≅ûΨκΣν− ΚδûΚ Τσßλ ♦ςλΤ×ιƒςô
ΡƒΚÞΟτ á⁄Υ ΒϕΘ ùΣ↔Υ Ρƒ ΞδΚôΖ
↑↔ÏΟô ΚΟ←ο ΣôµϕÕ ΚΩχ€[Õ− ΒϕΡƒΚΖôο
ΓσΣÓλ ùΟοΟôûΞ ÑϕΘνΣτ ùΟοΟô ΦτΣν−
∆δΚÞχÏ ùΘ↔ÙΤô> • ÑϕΘνΣτ ùΟοΟô
Φτàλ ùΣΥν ΜÕκ× ♣ΩδΚ↓ο ΡτÏ ΞΖÚλ
ÑϕΘ↔ ΤςδΚ↓τ ùΣΥ↔←ÚϕÕ ùΣ[κΣγΟÕ−
• ΒÕ ∆Ω€úΩúΥ ùΣ↔Υ Τσßλ ↑ûςΞôΚ ΞΖνε′
≅ûΟϕÕΞÚλ ùΟοΟôΞôÏλ− ςôΥοùΣδΚôο ûΟΚν
ΞûΚûΥεúΜνϕΘ ×←Κ↓τ ΒÚκ♦ΟØλ ΒδÏΘôτ
∆ρΖÕ−

ΚδûΚ Ρƒ♠τ ¿Ζλ Γ[ιΘôΨ 14// €−Á−
ΣΟλ  2−3  Η  ΣôÚδΚρ−  ΚδûΚ  Ρƒ  ≅ûΤκΣôο
∆ηΟô∴ ¿úςôγΟ ≅ûΤκ♦τ Ξ⁄ΞûΤκûΣ ¿δΚρ
≅ûΟΥôΖλ ΚôΠ Ø⁄€[Θô> ′ϕÕ Τσßλ ΚδûΚ
Ρƒ ≅ûΤκ×Κ↓τ ΒûΟúΥ ¿ν♦↔úΤÓ ΣÏƒ♠τ ÁÕ
≅λΣôΩô ≅ûΤϕÕρΖÕ− ≅λΣôΩô ØΘο
ÑϕΘνΣτΞûς ΒεΜΤùΞ↓Κρ Γ[ιΘôΨ 07// €−Á−Ξûς
Σς↑ÙρΖÕ− Α∴ôο ΒΘτ ♣ΩεΜôµÜ 2// ÁγΟνΚρ
áΟ ΒοûΩ− ΙπùΞôÚ 5 €−Á ΚÞχÏλ ΙÚ ÁγΟν
ΜôµÜ ΚôΠκΣÓ€[Õ− Φ∴úΞ+ Ρƒ ΣôÙλ ΤôνΚιƒο
ùΣÚλ ÏßγΟôßΚρ ∆ÚΞô€ÙρΖ∴−
♦ςλΤ×ιƒςô Ρƒ ≅ûΤκ× 9
 ♦ςλΤ×ιƒςô Ρƒ ƒùΣιƒο+ Τô∴ΜúςôΞν Γ↔χÏ
€ΨχúΚ ′ϕÕ Τσßλ ΜγΩϖ ΡƒΚ↓τ
♦[κ♦ΟδΚÞχÏ ♥Κ ≅Ú€ο úΘôτß€[Õ− ΒÕ
′ϕÕ ΡƒûΥ ↑Ο ′°ΘΖÜ  ¿ΖΤô∴Õ− ΒΘτ
¿úςôγΟ ΤôνΚιƒτ ≅ƒΚ ΣôΚλ ΒϕƒΥô↑σÏ
ùΞ↓úΥ ≅ûΤϕÕρΖÕ− ΒÕ ΒΤΥΤûΩΚÞχÏ
ΒûΠΥôΚ €ΨχÏƒûΜ♠ο Σôµ€[Õ− ΡôλΜô
ΣôνΞô ∋6646 ÁγΟνΚρ( ΣÏƒûΥ ≅ûΟϕΘÜΟτ+
≅Õ U Ξ⁄Ξ ƒÚκΣιûΘ ΦÓιÕχùΚôηÓ
≅ÚΠôεΜΩ ♦ςúΘΜιƒÛρΖ ΙÚ ΤûΩ ΒÓχÏ
Ξ→ΥôΚ ΒϕƒΥôÜχÏρ ÖûΨ€[Õ− ΒδÏ ΒÕ
ƒôδ Φτß ≅ûΨχΚκΣÓ€[Õ− ΒΘàρ ƒΣôδ+
úΩô∝ι Τσßλ ΒΘς ΣΩ €ûΖ ΡƒΚρ
ΒûΠϕΘ ♦[Ï ≅Μô♥ο ♦ςλΤ×ιƒςô ΡƒΥôΚ
∆ÚùΞÓχ€[Õ−

♦ςλΤ×ιƒςô ƒùΣιƒο ΜôδúΣô Φτßλ+
ΣδΚΖôúΘ×ο ⊥Ø∴ô Φτßλ ≅ûΨχΚκΣÓ€[Õ−

ΣΟλ 3.5: úΘΞ ♦ςΥôûΚ♠ο Σ•ςƒ Τσßλ ≅ΩχΡϕΘô↑τ ΜδΚΤλ−

ΞΩÕ  Τσßλ  ΒΟÕ  Κûς  €ûΖ
ΡƒΚ↓ο ΒÚϕÕΞÚλ ¿ςôο+ ↑↔ΞûΟϕÕ
ΚδûΚ Ρƒ €ΨχÏ ƒûΜ♠ο úΤσÏ
ΞδΚôΖιƒο ∆ρΖ ΣςχΚô Ξûς Σôµ€[Õ−

∆δΚÞχÏ ùΘ↔ÙΤô?
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In Tibet, the river carries a smaller volume of
water and less silt as it is a cold and a dry area.
In  India,  it  passes  through a  region of  high
rainfall. Here the river carries a large volume of
water and considerable amount of silt. The
Brahmaputra has a braided channel in its entire
length in Assam and forms many riverine islands.
Do you remember the name of the world’s largest
riverine island formed by the Brahmaputra?

Every year during the rainy season, the
river overflows its banks, causing widespread
devastation  due  to  floods  in  Assam  and
Bangladesh. Unlike other north Indian rivers,
the Brahmaputra is marked by huge deposits
of silt on its bed causing  the riverbed to rise.
The river also shifts its channel frequently.

The Peninsular Rivers

The main water divide in Peninsular India is
formed by the Western Ghats, which runs from
north to south close to the western coast.  Most
of the major rivers of the Peninsula, such as
the Mahanadi, the Godavari, the Krishna and
the Kaveri flow eastwards and drain into the
Bay of Bengal. These rivers make deltas at
their mouths. There are numerous small
streams flowing west of the Western Ghats.
The Narmada and the Tapi are the only long
rivers, which flow west and make esturies.  The
drainage basins of the peninsular rivers are
comparatively smaller in size.

The Narmada Basin

The Narmada rises in the Amarkantak hills
in Madhya Pradesh. It flows towards the west
in a rift valley formed due to faulting. On its
way to the sea, the Narmada creates many
picturesque locations. The ‘Marble rocks’,
near Jabalpur, where the Narmada flows
through a deep gorge, and the ‘Dhuadhar
falls, where the river plunges over steep rocks,
are some of the notable ones.

               • The Narmada river
conservation mission has been undertaken by the
government of Madhya Pradesh by a scheme named
Namami Devi Narmade. You may visit their website.
http://www.namamidevinarmade.mp.gov.in to
learn more about it.

All tributaries of the Narmada are very short
and most of these join the main stream at right
angles. The Narmada basin covers parts of
Madhya Pradesh and Gujarat.

The Tapi Basin

The Tapi rises in the Satpura ranges, in the
Betul district of Madhya Pradesh. It also flows
in a rift valley parallel to the Narmada but it is
much shorter in length. Its basin covers parts
of Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat and Maharashtra.

The coastal plains between Western Ghats
and the Arabian Sea are very narrow. Hence,
the coastal rivers are short. The main west
flowing rivers are Sabarmati, Mahi,
Bharathpuzha and Periyar. Find out the states
in which these rivers drain the water.

The Godavari Basin

The Godavari is the largest Peninsular river. It
rises from the slopes of the Western Ghats in
the Nasik district of Maharashtra. Its length is
about 1500 km.  It drains into the Bay of Bengal.
Its drainage basin is also the largest among the
peninsular rivers. The basin covers parts of
Maharashtra (about 50 per cent of the basin
area lies in Maharashtra), Madhya Pradesh,
Odisha and Andhra Pradesh. The Godavari is
joined by a number of tributaries, such as the
Purna, the Wardha, the Pranhita, the Manjra,
the Wainganga and the Penganga.  The last three
tributaries are very large. Because of its length
and the area it covers, it is also known as the
Dakshin Ganga.

The Mahanadi Basin

The Mahanadi rises in the highlands of
Chhattisgarh. It flows through Odisha to reach
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ƒùΣι  ΣÏƒ  Ï↓νε′ΥôΚÜλ+  Ξ[ηΟ  ΣÏƒΥôΚ
ΒÚκΣΘôο ≅δ€ÚϕÕ ΒϕΡƒ Ïû[Ξô∴ ≅Ζ↑ο
¿ûςÙλ+  ΞηΟο  ΤηûΠÙλ  ÑΤϕÕ  ΞÚ€[Õ−
ΒϕƒΥô↑ο ΒÕ ≅ƒΚ ΤûΨùΣô→ûΞ ùΣßλ ΣÏƒ
Ξ→ΥôΚ ùΜο€[Õ− Βδ€ÚϕÕ ΒϕΡƒ ùΣÚΤΖ↑ο
¿ûςÙλ+ ΞηΟο ΤηûΠÙλ ÑΤϕÕ ùΜο€[Õ−
≅Μô♥ο ∆ρΖ ΒΘτ ùΤôιΘ ¿Ζιƒο ♦ςλΤ×ιƒςô
ΚôοΞôµΚ↓τ ♦τ∴ΩûΤκûΣ ùΚôηÓρΖÕ−
≅Θ∴ôο ΣοúΞß Ρƒι¾ÜΚûΖ ΓσΣÓιƒÙρΖÕ−
♦ςλΤ×ιƒςô  ΡƒΥôο ΓσΣγΟ ∆Ω€úΩúΥ ♥ΚκùΣ↔Υ
ΡƒχΚûς ¾↑τ ùΣΥν ∆δΚÞχÏ ♣û∴↑Úχ€[Θô>

ΙπùΞôÚ ΑηÓλ ΤûΨχΚôΩιƒο+
ΒϕΡƒ ΚûςûΥιΘôη⁄ ΣôµΞΘôο+ ≅Μôλ
Τσßλ ΣδΚΖôúΘ×ο ùΞρΖκùΣÚχÏ
ΚôςΠΤôΚ úΣς→Ü ΓσΣÓ€[Õ− ΞΟ ΒϕƒΥ
ΡƒΚûΖúΣôο ΒοΩôΤο ♦ςλΤ×ιƒςô Ρƒ
Θτ ΑσßκΣÓûΚ♠ο ùΣÚΤΖÜ ΞηΟο
Τη Σ⁄ÜΚûΖ ♣ςκ×ΞΘôο+ ΑσßκΣÓûΚ
∆ΥÚΞΘσÏ ΚôςΠΤô€[Õ− ≅ÕΤγÓ♥τ°
ΒϕΡƒ Θτ ¿úςôγΟ ΤôνΚιûΘ ≅⁄χΚ⁄
Τôσ°χùΚôρ€[Õ−
¾ΣΚσΣ ΡƒΚρ 9

¾ΣΚσΣ ΒϕƒΥô↑ο Øχ€ΥΤô∴
¿νκ♦⁄κ× ΣÏƒΥôΚ úΤσÏ ùΘôΟνε′ ΤûΩΚρ
∆ρΖ∴− ΒÕ úΤσÏ ΚΟúΩôςιƒσÏ ≅Ú€ο+
ΞΟχ€←ÚϕÕ ùΘσÏΞûς Σς↑ÙρΖ∴−
¾ΣΚσΣιƒÛρΖ Øχ€ΥΤô∴ ΡƒΚΖô∴ ΤΚôΡƒ+
úΚôΘôΞ↔+ €ÚωΠô Τσßλ ΚôúΞ↔ Ρƒ €ΨχÏ
úΡôχ€ ΣôµϕÕ ΞδΚôΖ ↑↔ÏΟô ΚΟ←ο
ΚΩχ€[Õ− ΒϕΡƒΚρ ≅Ξσ°τ ØΚÕΞôςιƒο
ùΟοΟôχΚûΖ ΓσΣÓιÕ€τ[∴− úΤσÏ ùΘôΟνε′
ΤûΩΚ↓τ úΤσ€ο ΣοúΞß ′°Υ ¿úςôûΟΚρ
Σôµ€τ[∴− ΡνΤûΘ Τσßλ ΘΣƒ ΡƒΚρ ΤγÓúΤ
úΤσÏ úΡôχ€ ΣôÙλ ¿ΖΤô∴ ΡƒΚρ ΑÏλ−
ΒûΞ úΤσÏ úΡôχ€ ΣôµϕÕ+ Κ→ØΚδΚûΖ
ΓσΣÓιÕ€τ[∴− ¾ΣΚσΣ ΡƒΚ↓τ
Ξ⁄♣ΩκΣÏƒΚρ ′°ΥûΞ−
 ΡνΤûΘ Ρƒ♠τ Ξ⁄♣ΩκΣÏƒ 9

ΡνΤûΘ Ρƒ ΤιƒΥ ♦ςúΘΜιƒο ∆ρΖ
≅ΤνΚηΟχ ΤûΩΚ↓ο úΘôτß€[Õ− ΒÕ
é♥♠τ úΤúΩôγΟ ↑↔Μο ΚôςΠΤôΚ ΓσΣγΟ
♦ΖÜ ΣρΖιΘôχ€ο úΤσÏ úΡôχ€ Σôµ€[Õ−
ΚΟÛχÏε ùΜοÛλ Ξ→♠ο+ ΡνΤûΘ Ρƒ ΣοúΞß
≅ΨÏ ♥ÏϕΘ ΒΟδΚûΖ ∆ÚΞôχÏ€[Õ− ΡνΤûΘ
Ρƒ ΑΨΤô∴ ΤûΩ ΒÓχ€ο ΣôÙλ ΣÏƒ♠ο
≅ûΤϕÕρΖ  ⊥ΣοéÚχÏ ≅Ú€ο ΚôΠκΣÓλ
Σ↓δÏ Σôû[Κρ ≅ûΤκ× Τσßλ ùΜδÏιÕ
Σôû[Κρ úΤ←ÚϕÕ ÏƒιÕ ΣôµϕƒÓλ çΘôν
¿νÅθε′  ØΘ←ΥûΞ  ≅Ξσ°ο  ′Ω
Ï°κ♦ΟιΘχΚûΞ−

∆δΚÞχÏ ùΘ↔ÙΤô?

ΡνΤûΘ Ρƒ♠τ ≅û∴ιÕ €ûΖ
ΡƒΚÞλ ♥Κε′°ΥûΞ− ΒΞσ°ο
ùΣÚλΣôΩô∴ûΞ ØΘτûΤ ¿úςôγΟιÕΟτ
ùΜδúΚôΠιƒο ΞϕÕ ΚΩχ€τ[∴− ΡνΤûΘ
Ρƒ♠τ ¿úςôγΟκΣÓûΚ ΣÏƒ ΤιƒΥ♦ςúΘΜλ
Τσßλ Ï⊥ςôιƒτ ′Ω ΣÏƒΚûΖ ùΚôηÓρΖÕ−
ΘΣƒ Ρƒ Ξ⁄♣ΩκΣÏƒ 9

ΘΣƒ Ρƒ ΤιƒΥ ♦ςúΘΜιƒο ∆ρΖ
úΣÕο ΤôΞγΟιƒÛρΖ Μôιéςô
ΤûΩιùΘôΟ↔ο úΘôτß€[Õ− ΒÕÜλ ΡνΤûΘ
ΡƒχÏ ΒûΠΥôΚ ♦ΖÜκΣρΖιΘôχ€ο
Σôµ€[Õ− Α∴ôο ΒΘτ ¿Ζλ ♥Κ Ïû[ΞôΚ
∆ρΖÕ− ΒϕΡƒκΣÓûΚ ΤιƒΥ♦ςúΘΜλ+
Ï⊥ςôι Τσßλ ΤΚôςôω⁄ςô↑τ ′Ω
ΣôΚδΚûΖ ùΚôηÓρΖÕ−

úΤσÏ ùΘôΟνε′ ΤûΩΚρ Τσßλ
≅ς♦χΚΟÛχÏλ ΒûΟúΥ ∆ρΖ ΚΟúΩôς
ΜΤùΞ↓Κρ ♥ΚÜλ ÏÚΚΩô∴ûΞ− Φ∴úΞ+
ΚΟúΩôς ΡƒΚρ ′°ΥûΞ− ΜΣνΤƒ+ Τô∝
Σςι×⊥ô Τσßλ ùΣ↔Υôν ØΘ←ΥûΞ úΤσÏ
úΡôχ€ ΣôÙλ ΡƒΚρ−
úΚôΘôΞ↔ Ρƒ Ξ⁄♣ΩκΣÏƒ 9

 úΚôΘôΞ↔ ♥ΚκùΣ↔Υ ¾ΣΚσΣ Ρƒ− ΒÕ
ΤΚôςôω⁄ςô↑ο ∆ρΖ Ρô′χ ΤôΞγΟιƒο úΤσÏ
ùΘôΟνε′ ΤûΩεΜôµÜΚ↓ο ♦[χ€[Õ− ΒΘτ
¿Ζλ Γ[ιΘôΨ 04// €−Á− ΒÕ ΞδΚôΖ ↑↔ÏΟô
ΚΟ←ο ΚΩχ€[Õ− ΒΘτ Ξ⁄♣ΩκΣÏƒ  ¾ΣΚσΣ
ΡƒΚ↓ο ♥ΚκùΣ↔ΥÕ− ΒϕΡƒκΣÓûΚ
ΤΚôςôω⁄ςô↑τ  ΣôΚδΚρ  ∋ΒΘτ  4/  ΜΘÅΘ
Ξ⁄♣ΩκΣÏƒ ΤΚôςôω⁄ςô↑ο ∆ρΖÕ(
ΤιƒΥ♦ςúΘΜλ+ Ι⁄Μô Τσßλ Αϕƒς ♦ςúΘΜιƒτ
′Ω ΣÏƒΚ↓ο Σς↑ÙρΖÕ− úΚôΘôΞ↔ ΡƒÙΟτ
éνΠô+ ΞôνΘô+ ♦ςôΠ∝Θô+ Τφ≠ςô Τσßλ
ùΣτΚδΚô ØΘ←Υ €ûΖ ΡƒΚρ
ΒûΠ€τ[∴− ΒδÏ Ï°κ♦γΟ ΚûΟ′ êτß
€ûΖ ΡƒΚρ ♥ΚÜλ ùΣ↔ΥûΞ− ΒΘτ ¿Ζλ
Τσßλ Αχ€ς♥ιÕρΖ ΣςϕΘ ♣ΩκΣςκ♦τ
ΚôςΠΤôΚ úΚôΘôΞ↔ ΡƒûΥ ùΘσÏ ΚδûΚ
Φ∴Üλ ≅ûΨκΣν−
ΤΚôΡƒ Ξ⁄♣ΩκΣÏƒ 9

ΤΚôΡƒ Μι¾ωΚν Τô♣Ωιƒτ
∆Υν♣ΩδΚ↓ο úΘôτß€[Õ− ΒÕ Ι⁄Μô Ξ→ΥôΚ
ΣôµϕÕ ΞδΚôΖ ↑↔ÏΟô ΚΟ←ο ΚΩχ€[Õ−

     •  ΡνΤûΘ Ρƒ
ΣôÕΚôκ×  Σ∞  ƒγΟλ  ΤιƒΥ  ♦ςúΘΜ
≅ςΜôδΚιΘôο ΡΤô♥ úΘ↑ ΡνΤúΘ  Φτàλ
ƒγΟιƒτ ùΣΥςôο úΤσùΚôρΖκΣγΟÕ− ¿δΚρ
http: www.namamidevinarmade.mp.gov.in Φτàλ
ΞûΩΘΖιƒσÏ  ùΜτß  ΒÕ  Ï°ιÕ  úΤÛλ
↑ΞςδΚûΖ ùΘ↔ϕÕùΚôρΖΩôλ−
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the Bay of Bengal. The length of the river is
about 860 km. Its drainage basin is shared by
Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand,
and Odisha.

The Krishna Basin

Rising from a spring near Mahabaleshwar, the
Krishna flows for about 1400 km and reaches
the Bay of Bengal. The Tungabhadra, the
Koyana, the Ghatprabha, the Musi and the
Bhima are some of its tributaries.  Its drainage
basin is shared by Maharasthra, Karnataka
and Andhra Pradesh.

The Kaveri Basin

The Kaveri rises in the Brahmagri range of the
Western Ghats and it reaches the Bay of Bengal
in south of Cuddalore in Tamil Nadu. The total
length of the river is about 760 km.  Its main
tributaries are Amravati, Bhavani, Hemavati
and Kabini. Its basin drains parts of Karnataka,
Kerala and Tamil Nadu.

•  The river Kaveri makes the
second  biggest  waterfall  in  India,  known  as
Shivasamudram Falls. The hydroelectric power
generated from the falls is supplied to Mysuru,
Bengaluru and the Kolar Gold Field.

•  The name of the biggest waterfall
in India.

Besides these major rivers, there are some
smaller rivers flowing towards the east. The
Damoder, the Brahmani, the Baitarni and the
Subarnrekha are some notable examples.
Locate them in your atlas.

• 71 per cent of the world’s
surface is covered with water, but 97 per cent of
that is salt water.
• Of the 3 per cent that is available as freshwater,
three quarters of it is trapped as ice.

LAKES

You may be familiar with the valley of Kashmir
and the famous Dal Lake, the house boats and
shikaras, which attract thousands of tourists
every year. Similarly, you may have visited
some other tourist spot near a lake and enjoyed
boating, swimming and other water games.

Imagine that if Srinagar, Nainital and other
tourists places did not have a lake would they
have been as attractive as they are today? Have
you ever tried to know the importance of lakes
in  making a place attractive to tourists?  Apart
from attraction for tourists, lakes are also useful
to human beings in many ways.

• Lakes of large extent are called seas,
like the Caspian, the Dead and the Aral seas.

India has many lakes. These differ from
each other in size and other characteristics.
Most lakes are permanent; some contain water
only during the rainy season, like the lakes in
the basins of inland drainage of semi-arid
regions. There are some lakes which are the
result of the action of glaciers and ice sheets,
while others have been formed by wind, river
action and human activities.

A meandering river across a floodplain
forms cut-offs that later develops into  ox-bow
lakes.  Spits  and  bars  form lagoons  in  the
coastal areas, e.g. the Chilika lake, the Pulicat
lake and the Kolleru lake. Lakes in the region
of inland drainage are sometimes seasonal; for
example, the Sambhar lake in Rajasthan, which
is  a  salt  water  lake.  Its  water  is  used  for
producing salt.

Most of the freshwater lakes are in the
Himalayan region.  They are of glacial origin.
In other words, they  formed when glaciers
dug out a basin, which was later filled with
snowmelt. The Wular lake in Jammu and
Kashmir, in contrast, is the result of tectonic
activity.  It is the largest freshwater lake in
India.  The Dal lake, Bhimtal, Nainital, Loktak
and Barapani are some other important
freshwater lakes.

Figure 3.6 : Loktak Lake
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ΚηΟ°ÙδΚρ

∆δΚÞχÏùΘ↔ÙΤô>

ΒϕΡƒ♠τ ¿Ζλ 75/ €−Á− ΒϕΡƒ♠τ
¿úςôγΟιƒτ ♥ûΚ ¿ν Ξ⁄χΚκùΣßλ ♣ΩκΣςκûΣ
ΤΚôςôω⁄ςô+ Μι¾ωΚν+ ⊥ôνΚηγ Τσßλ Ι⁄Μô
Τô♣ΩδΚρ Σ€νϕÕ ùΚôρ€τ[∴−
€ÚωΠô Ξ⁄♣ΩκΣÏƒ 9
ΤΚôΣúΩωΞν ≅Ú€ÛρΖ ¿ìσ°←ÚϕÕ
úΘôτßλ €ÚωΠôΡƒ Γ[ιΘôΨ 03// €−Á
ΣôµϕúΘô⁄ ΞδΚôΖ↑↔ÏΟô ΚΟ←ο ùΜτß
úΜÚ€[Õ− ÕδΚΣιςô+ ùΚôµ∴ô+ ΚΟκ♦ςΣô+ ê′
Τσßλ ÀΤô ΡƒΚρ ΒΘτ ′Ω €ûΖ ΡƒΚΖôÏλ−
ΒΘτ ¿úςôγΟ ΡƒκΣÓûΚ ΣÏƒûΥ ΤΚôςôω⁄ςô+
ΚνΡôΟΚô Τσßλ Αϕƒς♦ςúΘΜλ Τô♣ΩδΚρ
Σ€νϕÕùΚôρ€τ[∴−
ΚôúΞ↔ Ξ⁄♣ûΩκΣÏƒ 9
ΚôúΞ↔ Ρƒ úΤσÏùΘôΟνε′ ΤûΩΚ↓ο ∆ρΖ
♦ςλΤ€↔ ΤûΩιùΘôΟ↔ο ♦[χ€[Õ− ΒÕ
Θ♥θΡôγ⁄ÛρΖ ΚΟíÚχÏ ùΘσ€ο
ΞδΚôΖ↑↔ÏΟô ΚΟûΩ ùΜτß úΜÚ€[Õ−
ΒϕΡƒ♠τ  ùΤôιΘ  ¿Ζλ  65/€−Á  ΒΘτ
Øχ€ΥΤô∴ €ûΖ ΡƒΚρ ≅ΤςôΞƒ+ ΣΞô±+
úΤôΞƒ Τσßλ Κ♦± ØΘ←ΥûΞ− ΒΘτ
¿úςôγΟ ΡƒκΣÓûΚ ΣÏƒ ΚνΡôΟΚô+ úΚςΖô Τσßλ
Θ♥θΡôγ⁄ο Σς↑ÙρΖÕ−

ΒϕΘ Øχ€ΥΤô∴ ΡƒΚúΖôÓ €ΨχÏƒûΜ úΡôχ€
ΣôÙλ ′Ω ′°Υ ΡƒΚÞλ ∆ρΖ∴− ΘôúΤôΘν+
♦ςôΤ∞+ ûΞΘς∞ Τσßλ ÑΞνΠúςΚô ΡƒΚûΖ
′Ω ΦÓιÕχΚôγÓΚΖôΚ á[Ωôλ− ≅Ξσû[
∆δΚρ ≅γΩυ ×ιΘΚιƒο Ï°ιƒÓδΚρ−

    • ∆Ω€τ úΤσΣςκ♦ο 71

ΜΘÅΘλ ¿ςôο ãΨκΣγÓρΖÕ− Α∴ôο ≅ƒο  97

ΜΘÅΘλ ∆κ× ¿ν−
•  ΡτÉςôΚ €ûΟιƒÓλ 3 ΜΘÅΘιƒο ØχΚôο ΣôΚλ
Σ±χΚγ⁄ Ξ⁄Ξιƒο ≅ûΟΣγÓρΖÕ−
Γ↔Κρ

ΚôωÁν ΣρΖιΘôχÏ+ ×ΚθùΣσ[ Θôο Γ↔+
ΣΟÏ ÅÓΚρ+ ′ΚςδΚρ Ï°ιÕ ¿δΚρ ΡτÏ
ùΘ↔ϕƒÚκÀνΚρ− ΒûΞ ΙπùΞôÚ ΑηÓλ
Α♠ςχΚΠχΚô∴ ÑσßΩô ΣΥ∞ΚûΖ ΚΞν€τ[∴−
≅π↑ΘΤôΚúΞ+ ¿δΚρ ΓúΘàλ ΒΘς Γ↔Κ↓τ
ΜÁΣιƒÛρΖ ÑσßΩô ΣÏƒΚÞχÏ ùΜτ°ÚχΚΩôλ−
ΣΟÏ  ΜΞô↔+  ¿εΜΩ⁄ιΘο  Τσßλ  úΞß  ¿ν
↑ûΖΥôγÓΚûΖ ↑ûΖΥô⁄ Τ€θϕƒÚχΚΩôλ−

-

  • ΒϕƒΥô↑ÛρΖ ♥ΚκùΣ↔Υ

 ¿νÅθε′♠τ ùΣΥν Φτ∴>

∆δΚÞχÏùΘ↔ÙΤô> • ΚôúΞ↔ Ρƒ ΒϕƒΥô↑τ
ΒςηΟôΞÕ ♥ΚκùΣ↔Υ ¿νÅθε′ûΥ ùΚôηÓρΖÕ−
ΒΘû∴ ′ΞΜØιƒςλ ¿νÅθε′ ΦτΣν−
Βϕ¿νÅθε′♠ο ΒÚϕÕ ∆σΣιƒΥôÏλ ¿ν ♥τΜôςλ
ûΤãÚ+ ùΣδΚðÚ Τσßλ úΚôΩôν ΘδΞΥο
ΣÏƒΚÞχÏ ↑♣úΥôΚλ ùΜµΥκΣÓ€[Õ−

βΡΚν+ ûΡ±γΟôο Τσßλ ΒΘς ÑσßΩô
ΣÏƒΚ↓ο Γ↔Κρ ΒοΩôΤο ΒÚϕΘôο
ΘσúΣôÕρΖΣ⁄ ΚΞÚλ ΒΟδΚΖôΚ
ΒÚϕƒÚχÏΤô> ΦτΣûΘ ΚσΣû∴ ùΜµƒÓδΚρ−
ΙÚ ΣÏƒûΥ Τ∴ûΘ ΚΞÚλΣ⁄ ùΜµΞƒο
Γ↔Κ↓τ Øχ€ΥιÕΞιûΘ ùΘ↔ϕÕùΚôρΖ
¿δΚρ ΦκúΣôΘôΞÕ ØΥσ′ι¾νΚΖô> ÑσßΩô
ΣΥ∞ΚûΖ ΚΞνΞÕ  ΤγÓ♥τ°+ Γ↔Κρ
Τ±ΘàχÏ ΣΩ ↑ΘδΚ↓ο ΣΥτΣÓ€τ[∴−

• Κôυ♦Υτ ΚΟο +
ΜôχΚΟο Τσßλ ΑςοΚΟο ØΘ←Υ ùΣÚλΣςκûΣ
ùΚôηΟ Γ↔ΚûΖ ΚΟοΚρ ΦτΣν−

ΒϕƒΥô ΣΩ Γ↔ΚûΖ ùΚôηÓρΖÕ− ≅ûΞ
∆ÚΞΖ↑Ûλ Τσßλ ΒΘς ≅λΜδΚΖôο
ΙτßχùΚôτß úΞßΣγÓ ΚôΠκΣÓ€τ[∴−
ùΣÚλΣôΩô∴ Γ↔Κρ ♣ςϕΘςΤô∴ûΞ− ′Ω
ΤûΨχΚôΩδΚ↓ο ΤγÓλ ¿ûςχ ùΚôη⁄ÚχÏλ−
ΣôƒΥΖÜ Ξ[ηΟ ΣÏƒΚ↓ÛρΖ ∆ρ ♣Ω
ΡƒκΣÓûΚ♠τ ΘôθΞô∴ ΣÏƒΚ↓ο ΒûΞ ∆ρΖ∴−
Σ±ΥôßΚρ Τσßλ Σ±κΣôû[Κρ ∆ÚÏλ
ùΜΥοΚΖôο ↑ûΖÙλ Γ↔Κρ ′Ω ∆ρΖ∴− úΞß′Ω
Γ↔Κρ Κôσß+ ΡƒΚ↓τ ùΜΥοΣôÓΚΖôο+ Τ±Θ
ùΜΥοΣôÓΚΖôο ΓσΣγΟ∴−

ùΞρΖεΜΤùΞ↓Κ↓ο  ΞûΖÜΚûΖχ
ùΚôηÓ ΣôÙλ ÏßγΟôßΚρ+ ùΞγ⁄ ↑ΟκΣγΟ
ΣôûΘΚûΖ ∆ÚΞôχÏλ− ΚôΩκúΣôχ€ο ♦[Ï+ ≅ûΞ
ÏΖλ♦ Ξ⁄Ξ Γ↔ΚΖôΚ ΞΖνϕƒÓλ− ΚΟúΩôςκ ΣÏƒΚ↓ο
ΚôΠκΣÓλ ΤΠο ΒΞσ°σÏ ΦÓιÕχΚôγÓΚΖôΚ
′←Κô Γ↔+ ×←Κγ Γ↔+ Τσßλ ùΚôοúΩß Γ↔
ØΘ←ΥΞσû[ á[Ωôλ− ∆ρ ♣Ω ¿úςôγΟδΚÞûΟΥ
ΣÏƒΚ↓ο ∆ρΖ Γ↔Κρ ′Ω ΜΤΥδΚ↓ο
ΣÚΞΚôΩδΚÞχÏ Γσ[ôν úΣôο ΒÚχÏλ− ςô⊥υΘô±ο
∆ρΖ ΜôλΣôν Γ↔ ΒΘσÏ ΙÚ ΦÓιÕχΚôγÓ ΑÏλ−
ΒÕ ΙÚ ∆κ× ¿ν Γ↔− ΒΘτ ¿ûς ∆κ× ΘΥô↔κΣΘσÏ
ΣΥτΣÓιÕ€τ[∴ν−

ΡτÉν Γ↔Κρ ùΣÚλΣôÛλ ΒΤΥΤûΩκ
ΣÏƒΚ↓ο ∆ρΖ∴− ≅ûΞ Σ±ΥôßΚ↓ο ΒÚϕÕ
úΘôσ[ΤûΟϕΘ∴− úΞß ΞôνιûΘΚ↓ο ùΜôοΩ
úΞηÓΤô♠τ+ Σ±ΥôßΚρ ΙÚ ΘôθΞô∴ ΣÏƒûΥ
ΓσΣÓιƒ+ ≅ûΞ ♦[Ï Σ± ∆ÚÏΞΘôο ¿ςôο ♣ςλ♦Υ
ΣÏƒΚΖôÏλ− ⊥λØ ΚôωÁ↔ο ∆ρΖ ∆Ων Γ↔+ ΒΘσÏ
Τô[ôΚ é♥♠τ úΤúΩôγΟ ùΜΥοΣôγ⁄τ ↑ûΖΞôΚ
∆ÚΞô∴ΘôÏλ− ΒÕ ΒϕƒΥô↑úΩúΥ ♥ΚκùΣ↔Υ ΡτÉν
Γ↔ΥôÏλ− Θôο Γ↔+ ÀλΘôο+ ûΡ±γΟôο+úΩôχΘôχ
Γ↔ Τσßλ ΣôςôΣô± Γ↔ ØΘ←ΥûΞ ΒΘς Øχ€Υ
ΡτÉν Γ↔ΚΖôÏλ−

ΣΟλ3.6 : úΩôχΘôχ Γ↔

 ΚηΟ°ÙδΚρ
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Apart from natural lakes, the damming of the
rivers for the generation of hydel power has
also led to the formation of lakes, such as
Guru Gobind Sagar (Bhakra Nangal Project).

Activity

Make a list of natural and artificial
lakes with the help of the atlas.

Lakes are of great value to human beings.
A lake helps to regulate the flow of a river.
During heavy rains, it prevents flooding and
during the dry season, it helps to maintain
an even flow of water. Lakes can also be used
for developing hydel power. They moderate the
climate of the surroundings; maintain the
aquatic ecosystem, enhance natural beauty,
help develop tourism and provide recreation.

ROLE OF RIVERS IN THE ECONOMY

Rivers have been of fundamental importance
throughout the human history. Water from
rivers is a basic natural resource, essential
for various human activities. Therefore,
riverbanks have attracted settlers from ancient
times. These settlements have now become big
cities. Make a list of cities in your state which
are located on the bank of a river.

Using rivers for irrigation, navigation,
hydro-power generation is of special
significance — particularly to a country like
India, where agriculture is the major source
of  livelihood of the majority of its population.

RIVER POLLUTION

The growing domestic, municipal, industrial
and agricultural demand for water from rivers
naturally af fects the quality of water. As a

result, more and more water is being drained
out of the rivers reducing their volume. On the
other hand, a heavy load of untreated sewage
and industrial effluents are emptied into the
rivers. This affects not only the quality of water
but also the self-cleansing capacity of the river.
For example, given the adequate streamflow,
the Ganga water is able to dilute and assimilate
pollution loads within 20 km of large cities.
But the increasing urbanisation and
industrialisation do not allow it to happen and
the pollution level of many rivers has been
rising. Concern over rising pollution in our
rivers led to the launching of various action
plans to clean the rivers. Have you heard about
such action plans? How does our health get
affected by polluted river water? Think about
“life of human beings without fresh water”.
Arrange a debate on this topic in the class.

National River Conservation Plan
(NRCP)

The river cleaning programme in the
country was initiated with the launching
of the Ganga Action Plan (GAP)
in 1985. The Ganga Action Plan was
expanded to cover other rivers under the
National River Conservation Plan
(NRCP) in the year 1995. The objective
of the NRCP is to improve the water
quality of the rivers, which are major
water sources in the country, through
the implementation of pollultion
abatement work.
Source: http://nrcd.nic.in/nrcp.pd as on
25.07.17

1. Choose the right answer from the four alternatives given below.
(i) Why do some lakes in India have water only during the rainy season?

(a) They are seasonal lakes. (c) They are always fed by rivers.
(b) They are formed by glaciers. (d) They are permanent in nature.

EXERCISE
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ΒΥσûΚΥô∴ Γ↔ΚÞΟτ+ ¿ν ♥τ Μχƒ
∆σΣιƒχΚôΚ+ ΡƒΚ↓τ ÁÕ ≅ûΠχΚγÓΚρ
ΚγÓΞùΘτΣÕλ Γ↔Κρ ΓσΣÓΞΘσÏ Ξ→
ΞÏιΘÕ− ΒΘσÏ ΦÓιÕχΚôγΟôΚ  ÏÚúΚô↑ϕι
ΜôΚν ∋Σχςô ΡδΚο ƒγΟλ( ƒγΟιûΘ á[Ωôλ−

Τ±ΘνΚÞχÏ Γ↔Κρ ♥ΚÜλ Τƒκ×ûΟΥûΞ−
ΡƒΚ↓τ ¿úςôγΟ úΞΚιûΘ ΚγÓκΣÓιÕΞƒο Γ↔Κρ
∆ΘÜ€τ[∴− ùΣÚΤûΨ ùΣô→Ùλ úΣôÕ+ Γ↔Κρ
ùΞρΖκùΣÚχûΚ ΘÓχ€τ[∴− Ξ[γ′ ΚôΩδΚ↓Ûλ
Γ↔Κρ ♣ûΩΥô∴ ¿úςôγΟιûΘ ¿⁄ιƒΟ ∆ΘÜ€τ[∴−
Γ↔ΚûΖÙλ ¿ν ♥τΜôςλ ΘΥô↔χΚκ ΣΥτΣÓιΘΩôλ−
≅ûΞ Ñσßκ×[δΚ↓ο ∆ρΖ ΚôΩ♣ûΩûΥ ♥ΘΤôΚ
ûΞιƒÚχΚÜλ+ ¿νΞôθ ∆♠↔û∴ ≅ûΤκûΣ
ΣςôΤ↔χΚÜλ+ ΒΥσûΚ ≅ΨûΚ úΤλΣÓιΘÜλ+ ÑσßΩô
Õû[ûΥ ΞΖνε′ΥûΟΥε ùΜµΥÜλ+ ùΣôÝÕúΣôχÏ
≅λΜδΚûΖ ΞΨδ€ΟÜλ ΣΥàρΖûΞΚΖôΚ ∆ρΖ∴−
ùΣôÚΖôΘôςιƒο ΡƒΚ↓τ ΣδÏ 9

Τ±Θ ΞςΩôß ØÝΞƒÛλ ΡƒΚρ
≅⁄κΣûΟ Øχ€ΥιÕΞιûΘ ùΣσßρΖ∴−
ΡƒΚ↓←ÚϕÕ €ûΟιƒÓλ ¿ν ≅⁄κΣûΟ ΒΥσûΚ
ΞΖΤôÏλ− ΒÕ ΣοúΞß Τ±Θ ùΜΥοΣôÓΚÞχÏ
Øχ€ΥΤô∴Õ− Φ∴úΞΘôτ ΣηûΟΥ
ΚôΩιƒ←ÚϕúΘ ΡƒχΚûςúΥôς ΣÏƒΚρ ♣ςϕΘς
ΒÚκ♦ΟΞô′ΚûΖ ΚΞνϕΘ∴− ΒπΞô[ô∴
ΒÚκ♦Ο ΣÏƒΚúΖ ΘσúΣôÕ ùΣ↔Υ ΡΚςδΚΖôΚ
∆ÚΞô€ÙρΖ∴− ∆δΚρ Τô♣Ωιƒο
ΡƒχΚûςúΥôς ΡΚςδΚ↓τ Σγ⁄ΥûΩ ΘΥôνùΜµΚ−

ΡƒΚûΖ ¿νΣôΜ∴ιƒσÏλ+ ΣΟÏ
úΣôχÏΞςιƒσÏλ+ ¿ν ♥τΜôς ∆σΣιƒχÏλ
ΣΥτΣÓιÕΞÕ ΦτΣÕ Ï°κΣôΚ ΤχΚρ
ùΘôûΚ♠ο ùΣÚλΣôΩôú∴ôν ↑ΞΜôΥιûΘ
Øχ€Υ ùΘô→ΩôΚ ùΚôηÓρΖ ΒϕƒΥô úΣôτ[
Ρôγ⁄σÏ ′[κ× Øχ€ΥιÕΞιûΘ ùΣσßρΖÕ−
Ρƒ ΤôΜûΟΘο 9

ùΣÚ€ΞÚλ  ÅγÓ  ΞΜƒ+  ΡΚςôγ′+
ùΘô→σΜôûΩ Τσßλ ↑ΞΜôΥ úΘûΞΚρ
ΒΥσûΚΥôΚúΞ ¿↔τ ΘςιûΘ ΣôƒκΣûΟΥ ùΜµÕ
ΞÚ€τ[∴−

ùΜΥοΣôÓ
≅γΩυ ♣ΩΞûςΣΟ ×ιΘΚιƒτ
∆Θ↑ÙΟτ ΒΥσûΚ Τσßλ ùΜΥσûΚ
Γ↔Κ↓τ Σγ⁄ΥûΩ ΘΥô↔ιƒÓΚ−

ΒΘτ ↑ûΖΞôΚ+ ≅ƒΚ ≅Ζ↑ο ¿ν ΡƒΚ↓ο ΒÚϕÕ
ùΞ↓úΥσ[κΣÓΞΘôο ≅Ξσ°τ ¿↔τ ≅ΖÜ Ïû[ϕÕ
ΞÚ€[Õ− Τσù[ôÚ ΣχΚλ+ ÑιΘλ ùΜµΥκΣΟôΘ Κ→Ü
¿ν Τσßλ ùΘô→σΜôûΩ ΡεÑχΚ→ÜΚρ ùΣÚΤΖ↑ο
ΡƒΚ↓ο  ↑ΟκΣÓ€τ[∴−  ΒÕ  Ρƒ  ¿↔τ  ΘςιûΘ
ΤγÓΤοΩ+ ÑΥΤôΚ ÑιΘλ ùΜµÕ ùΚôρÞλ Ρƒ♠τ
ƒ[û∴Ùλ Σôƒχ€τ[∴− ΦÓιÕχΚôγΟôΚ+ úΣôÕΤô∴
¿úςôγΟιûΘ ùΚôη⁄ÚϕΘôο+ ΚδûΚ Ρƒ 1/ €−Á
ΦοûΩûΥ ùΚôηÓρΖ ùΣ↔Υ ΡΚςδΚ↓τ
ΤôÑχΚ↓τ ÑûΤûΥ Ïû[χΚá⁄ΥÕ+
∆γ€ς€ιÕχùΚôρΖχ á⁄ΥÕ− Α∴ôο ΞΖνϕÕ ΞÚλ
ΡΚςΤΥΤôΘο ΒûΘ ΡΟχΚ↑ÓΞƒοûΩ− ΣοúΞß
ΡƒΚ↓τ ΤôΜûΟÙλ ♣ûΩÙλ ≅ƒΚ↔ιÕρΖÕ− Ρλ
ΡƒΚ↓ο ùΣÚ€ΞÚλ ΤôΜûΟΘο Ï°ιÕ ùΚôη⁄ÚϕΘ
≅χΚû[♠τ ↑ûΖΞôΚ+ ΡƒΚ↓τ ¿ûς çµûΤΣÓιΘ
ΣοúΞß ùΜΥοƒγΟδΚρ ÕΞδÏΞΘσÏ Ξ→ ΞÏιΘÕ−
ΒÕ úΣôτ[ ùΜΥο ƒγΟδΚρ Ï°ιÕ
úΚρ↑κΣγ≈νΚΖô> ΤôΜûΟϕΘ ΡƒΚ↓τ ¿ςôο Ρλ
∆ΟοΡΩλ ΦπΞôß ΣôƒχΚκΣÓ€[Õ> çµûΤΥô∴
¿↔οΩôΘ Τ±Θ ΞôθχûΚ Ï°ιÕ ′ϕƒιÕκ ΣôÚδΚρ−
ΒϕΘ ΘûΩκ♦τ ÁÕ ΞÏκΣû[♠ο ↑ΞôΘιûΘ
ΓσΣôÓ ùΜµÙδΚρ−

1. •θΚôÔλ ↑∴ôχΚÞχÏ+ ùΚôÓχΚκΣγÓρΖ ΡôτÏ ΤôσßΚ↓←ÚϕÕ Μ↔Υô∴
  ↑ûΟûΥ úΘνϕùΘÓχΚÜλ
   (i) ΒϕƒΥô↑τ ′Ω Γ↔Κρ ΤûΨχΚôΩδΚ↓ο ΤγÓλ ¿ûς ùΚôη⁄Úχ€τ[∴− Γτ>

(a) ≅ûΞΚρ ΣÚΞΚôΩ Γ↔Κρ (c) ≅ûΞΚρ ΦκùΣôÝÕλ ΡƒΚΖôο ♣ςλΣχá⁄ΥûΞ
(b) ≅ûΞΚρ Σ±ΥôßΚΖôο ΓσΣγΟûΞ (d) ≅ûΞΚρ ♣ςϕΘς Γ↔ΚΖôÏλ−

Σ♠σ′Κρ

 ΑΘôςλ:  http://nrcd.nic.in/nrcp.pd as

             on 25.07.1

    úΘ′Υ ΡƒΚρ ΣôÕΚôκ× ƒγΟλ
(NRCP)

1985 ο ΚδûΚ ùΜΥοƒγΟλ(GAP)
ÕΞχΚιÕΟτ Ρôγ⁄ο ΡƒΚ↓τ
çµûΤΣÓιÕλ ƒγΟλ ΑςλΣΤô∴Õ− 1995
ο úΘ′Υ ΡƒΚρ ΣôÕΚôκ× ƒγΟιƒτ
(NRCP) •θ+ ΒΘς ΡƒΚûΖÙλ ùΚôηÓΞς
ΚδûΚ ùΜΥοƒγΟιûΘ ↑↔ΞôχΚκΣÓιƒ∴ν−
úΘ′Υ ΡƒΚρ ΣôÕΚôκ× ƒγΟιƒτ (NRCP)
úΡôχΚλ ΤôΜûΟΘûΩ ΘÓχÏλ Σ∞ΚûΖ
≅ØοΣÓιÕΞƒτ êΩλ Ρôγ⁄ÛρΖ
Øχ€ΥΤô∴ ¿ν ΞΖδΚΖô∴ ΡƒΚ↓τ
¿↔τ ΘςιûΘ úΤλΣÓιÕΞΘôÏλ−
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(ii) The river Narmada has its source at
(a) Satpura (c) Amarkantak

(b) Brahmagiri (d) Slopes of the Western Ghats
(iii) Which one of the following lakes is a salt water lake?

(a) Sambhar (c) Wular

(b) Dal (d) Gobind Sagar
(iv) Which one of the following is the longest river of the Peninsular India?

(a) Narmada (c) Godavari
(b) Krishna (d) Mahanadi

(v) Which one amongst the following rivers flows through a rift valley?
(a) Mahanadi (c) Krishna
(b) Tungabhadra (d) Tapi

2. Answer the following questions briefly.

(i) What is meant by a water divide? Give an example.
(ii) Which is the largest river basin in India?

(iii) Where do the rivers Indus and Ganga have their origin?
(iv) Name the two headstreams of the Ganga. Where do they meet to form the Ganga?

(v) Why  does  the  Brahmaputra  in  its  Tibetan  part  have  less  silt,  despite  a
longer course?

(vi) Which two Peninsular rivers flow through trough?
(vii) State some economic benefits of rivers and lakes.

3. Below are given names of a few lakes of India. Group them under two categories
– natural and created by human beings.

(a) Wular (b) Dal

(c) Nainital (d) Bhimtal
(e) Gobind Sagar (f) Loktak
(g) Barapani (h) Chilika

(i) Sambhar (j) Rana Pratap Sagar
(k) Nizam Sagar (l) Pulicat

(m) Nagarjuna Sagar (n) Hirakund

4. Discuss the significant difference between the Himalayan and the Peninsular
rivers.

5. Compare the east flowing and the west flowing rivers of the Peninsular plateau.

6. Why are rivers important for the country’s economy?

Map Skills

(i) On an outline map of India mark and label the following rivers: Ganga,
Satluj, Damodar, Krishna, Narmada, Tapi, Mahanadi, and Brahmaputra.

(ii) On an outline map of India mark and label the following lakes: Chilika,
Sambhar, Wular, Pulicat, Kolleru.



51Ρƒ¿ν Ξ⁄Κôο

(ii) ΡνΤûΘ Ρƒ♠τ ♦[κ♦Ολ ΒδÏρΖÕ−
(a) Μôιéςô (c) ≅ΤνΚηΟχ
(b) ♦ςλΤ€↔ (d) úΤσÏ ùΘôΟνε′ ΤûΩΚρ

(iii) •θΚôηΣ∴Ξσßρ ∆κ× ¿ν Γ↔ ΦÕ>
(a) ΜôλΣôν (c) ∆Ων
(b) Θο (d) úΚô♦ϕι ΜôΚν

(iv) •θΚôηΣ∴Ξσßρ ¾ΣΚσΣ ΒϕƒΥô↑τ ♥ΚÜλ ¿ΖΤô∴ Ρƒ ΦÕ>
(a) ΡνΤûΘ (c) úΚôΘôΞ↔
(b) €ÚωΠô (d) ΤΚôΡƒ

(v) •θΚηΟ ΡƒΚ↓ο ♦ΖÜ ΣρΖιΘôχ€τ Ξ→ΥôΚ ΣôÙλ Ρƒ ΦÕ>
(a) ΤΚôΡƒ (c) €ÚωΠô
(b) ÕδΚΣιƒςô (d) ΘΣƒ

2. •θΚôÔλ ↑∴ôχΚÞχÏ ÑÚχΚΤô∴ ↑ûΟΥ↓ 9
   (i) ¿νκ♦↔ úΤγÓκΣÏƒ ΦτΣΘτ ùΣôÚρ ΥôÕ> ΙÚ ΦÓιÕχΚôγÓ ΘÚΚ−
   (ii) ΒϕƒΥô↑τ ♥ΚκùΣ↔Υ ΡƒκΣÓûΚ ΦÕ>
   (iii) ′ϕÕ Τσßλ ΚδûΚ ΡƒΚ↓τ ♦[κ♦ΟδΚρ ΦδÏρΖ∴>
   (iv) ΚδûΚ♠τ ΒςηÓ ΘûΩûΤ ¿úςôûΟΚρ ùΣΥνΚûΖ ΦÝÕΚ−≅ûΞ ΒςηÓλ

ΦϕΘ ΒΟιƒο ΒûΠϕÕ ΚδûΚ ΡƒûΥ ∆ÚΞôχÏ€τ[∴−
   (v) ♦ςλΤ×ιƒςô Ρƒ ƒùΣι ΣÏƒ♠ο ¿ηΟ Õςλ ΣôµϕΘôÛλ Ïû[Ξô∴ ΞηΟο

ΤηûΠ ùΚôη⁄ÚκΣÕ Γτ>
   (vi) Ïû[ϕΘ ΣρΖκ♦↔Ü Ξ→ΥôΚ ΣôÙλ ΒςηÓ ¾ΣΚσΣ ΡƒΚρ ΥôûΞ>
   (vii) ΡƒΚρ Τσßλ Γ↔Κ↓τ ùΣôÚΖôΘôς ΣΥτΚρ ′ΩΞσû[ Ï°κ♦ÓΚ−
3. ΒϕƒΥô↑τ ′Ω Γ↔Κ↓τ ùΣΥνΚρ •úΨ ùΚôÓχΚκΣγÓρΖ∴− ≅Ξσû[
  ΒΥσûΚΥô∴ûΞ Τσßλ Τ±Θ∴ôο ∆ÚΞôχΚκΣγΟûΞ Φ∴ ΒςηÓ ♦↔ÜΚΖôΚ
  ΞûΚκΣÓιÕΚ−

(a) ∆Ων           (b) Θôο
(c) ûΡ±Οôο           (d) ÀλΟôο
(e) úΚô♦ϕι ΜôΚν   (f) úΩôχΟôχ
(g) ΣôςôΣô±           (h) ′←Κô
(i) ΜôλΣôν   (j) ςôΠô♦ςΘôκ ΜôΚν
(k) ♣⊥ôλ ΜôΚν   (l) ×←Κγ
(m) ΡôΚôν⊥øτ ΜôΚν   (n) ∝ςôÏγ

4. ΒΤΥΤûΩ Τσßλ ¾ΣΚσΣ ΡƒΚ↓ûΟúΥ úΞßΣôÓΚρ Ï°ιÕ ↑ΞôƒιƒÓΚ−
5. ¾ΣΚσΣ ÀΟé♥♠τ €ΨχÏ úΡôχ€ ΣôÙλ ΡƒΚρ Τσßλ úΤσÏ úΡôχ€ ΣôÙλ
  ΡƒΚûΖ Ικ♦ÓΚ−
6. Ρôγ⁄τ ùΣôÚΖôΘôςιƒσÏ ΡƒΚρ Γτ Øχ€ΥΤô∴ûΞ>
♣ΩΞûςΣΟιƒ[τΚρ 9

  (i) ΒϕƒΥ ×[Ξ↔κΣΟιƒο •θΚôÔλ ΡƒΚûΖ Ï°ιƒÓ+ ≅Ξσ°τ ùΣΥνΚûΖ ΦÝƒÓ 9

ΚδûΚ+ ΜγΩϖ+ ΘôúΤôΘν+ €ÚωΠô+ ΡνΤûΤ+ ΘΣƒ+ ΤΚôΡƒ Τσßλ ♦ςλΤΣιƒςô
  (ii) ΒϕƒΥ ×[Ξ↔κΣΟιƒο •θΚôÔλ Γ↔ΚûΖ Ï°ιƒÓ+ ≅Ξσ°τ ùΣΥνΚûΖ ΦÝƒÓ 9

′←Κô+ ΜôλΣν+ ∆Ων+ ×←Κγ Τσßλ ùΚôοúΩß
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Project/Activity

Solve this crossword puzzle with the help of given clues.

Across

1. Nagarjuna Sagar is a river valley project. Name the river?
2. The longest river of India.
3. The river which originates from a place known as Beas Kund.
4. The river which rises in the Betul district of MP and flows westwards.
5. The river which was known as the “Sorrow” of West Bengal.
6. The river on which the reservoir for Indira Gandhi Canal has been built.
7. The river whose source lies near Rohtang Pass.
8. The longest river of Peninsular India?

Down

9. A tributary of Indus originating from Himachal Pradesh.
10. The river flowing through fault, drains into the Arabian Sea.
11. A river of south India, which receives rainwater both in summer and winter.
12. A river which flows through Ladakh, Gilgit and Pakistan.
13. An important river of the Indian desert.
14. The river which joins Chenab in Pakistan.
15. A river which rises at Yamunotri glacier.
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ùΜΥοƒγΟλ. ùΜΥοΣôÓ

ùΚôÓχΚκΣγÓρΖ Ï°κ×Κ↓τ ∆Θ↑ÙΟτ ÏßχùΚÝιÕ ×ƒÚχÏ ↑ûΟ ΚôηΚ−
ÏßχΚôΚ
1. ΡôΚôν⊥øτ ΜôΚν ΙÚ ΡƒΣρΖιΘôχÏ ƒγΟλ− Ρƒ♠τ ùΣΥûς áßΚ−
2. ΒϕƒΥô↑τ ♥Κ ¿ΖΤô∴ Ρƒ−
3. ♦Υôυ Ïηγ Φτà♥Οιƒο ♦[χÏλ Ρƒ−
4. ΤιƒΥ ♦ςúΘΜιƒτ ùΣγÓο ΤôΞγΟιƒο úΘôτ° úΤσÏ ƒûΜ♠ο ΣôÙλ Ρƒ−
5. »»úΤσÏ ΞδΚôΖιƒτ ÕχΚλµµ Φ∴ ≅ûΨχΚκΣγΟ Ρƒ
6. ΒϕΡƒ♠τ ÁÕ ΒϕƒςôΚôϕƒ ΚôοΞôµχΚôΚ ¿νúΘχΚλ ΚγΟκΣγΟÕ−
7. úςôξΟôδχ ΚΠΞôµ ≅ÚúΚ ♦[κ♦ΟιûΘ ùΚôηΟ Ρƒ−
8. ¾ΣΚσΣ ΒϕƒΥô↑τ ♥Κ ¿ΖΤô∴ Ρƒ−
•θúΡôχ€
 9. ∝ΤôεΜΩ ♦ςúΘΜιƒ←ÚϕÕ úΘôτßλ ′ϕÕΡƒ♠τ €ûΖ Ρƒ−
10. Σôογ Ξ→ΥôΚ ΣôµϕÕ+ ≅ς♦χΚΟ←ο ΚΩχÏλ Ρƒ−
11. úΚôûΟ Τσßλ Ï↓νΚôΩδΚ↓ο ΤûΨ ¿ûς ùΣßλ ùΘτ ΒϕƒΥ Ρƒ−
12. ΩΟôχ+ €ο€γ Τσßλ Σô€υΘôτ Ξ→ΥôΚ ΣôÙλ Ρƒ−
13. ΒϕƒΥ ΣôûΩΞ∴ιƒτ ♥Κ Øχ€ΥΤô∴ Ρƒ−
14. Σô€υΘô±ο ≠∴ôκ×Οτ ΒûΠÙλ Ρƒ−
15. ΥØú∴ôιƒ↔ Σ±Υôσ°ο úΘôτßλ Ρƒ−
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