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56 The French RevolutionThe French Revolution56

The Students will be able to

I. The French Revolution

1. Describe the French society during the late 18th century

2. Explain the reign of terror.

3. Compare the French revolution with the other revolutions and appreciate the role of women in the

French revolution.

4. Locate France, England, Germany and other countries on the world map.

5. Evaluate the practice of slavery and explain  how it was abolished.

6. Explain the role of political symbols and collect the political symbols of french revolution.

2. Socialism in Europe and the Russian Revolution

1. Understand the age of social change in Russia

2. Describe about the Russian Empire in 1914, Russian economy and society.

3. Compare and contrast February and October revolutions with French revolution.

4. Collect the pictures of civil war and prepare a wall poster on it.

5. Outline the global influence of the Russian revolution and the USSR.

6. Identify the roles played by different great personalities and their influence on the revolution.

LEARNING OUT COMES

The French Revolution56
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In Section I, you will read about the French Revolution, the Russian Revolution,
and the rise of Nazism. In different ways all these events were important in the
making of the modern world.

Chapter I is on the French Revolution. Today we often take the ideas of liberty,
freedom and equality for granted. But we need to remind ourselves that these ideas
also have a history. By looking at the French Revolution you will read a small part
of that history. The French Revolution led to the end of monarchy in France. A
society based on privileges gave way to a new system of governance. The Declaration
of the Rights of Man during the revolution, announced the coming of a new time.
The  idea  that  all  individuals  had  rights  and  could  claim  equality  became  part  of  a
new language of politics. These notions of equality and freedom emerged as the central
ideas of a new age; but in different countries they were reinterpreted and rethought
in many different ways. The anti-colonial movements in India and China, Africa and
South America, produced ideas that were innovative and original, but they spoke in
a language that gained currency only from the late eighteenth century.

In Chapter II, you will read about the coming of socialism in Europe, and the dramatic
events that forced the ruling monarch, Tsar Nicholas II, to give up power. The Russian
Revolution sought to change society in a different way. It raised the question of
economic equality and the well-being of workers and peasants. The chapter will tell
you about the changes that were initiated by the new Soviet government, the problems
it  faced  and  the  measures  it  undertook.  While  Soviet  Russia  pushed  ahead  with
industrialisation and mechanisation of agriculture, it denied the rights of citizens
that were essential to the working of a democratic society. The ideals of socialism,
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ΣÏƒ,0 ¿δΚρ ♦ùςφÑκ ×ςγ′+ ςωΥκ ×ςγ′ Τσßλ Ρô′]ιƒτ úΘôσ[λ
Ï°ιÕ Σ⁄χΚΩôλ− ΣοúΞß Ξ→Øû[Κ↓ο ΒπΞûΠιÕ ♣ΚθÜΚÞλ ×ƒΥ
∆ΩûΚ ∆ÚΞôχÏΞƒο Øχ€ΥιÕΞλ ùΣσ°ÚϕΘ∴−

ØΘο ≅ιƒΥôΥλ ♦ùςφÑκ ×ςγ′ Σσ°ΥÕ− ΘσúΣôÕ Ρôλ ÑúΥγûΜ+
ÑΘϕƒςλ Τσßλ ΜΤιÕΞλ úΣôτ[ ΚÚιÕΚûΖ ≅⁄χΚ⁄ ûΚΥôρ€ú[ôλ−
Α∴ôο ΒχΚÚιÕΚÞχÏλ− ΙÚ ΞςΩôß ∆ηÓ ΦτΣûΘ Ρôλ ♣û∴↑σùΚôρΖ
úΞη⁄ÙρΖÕ− ♦ùςφÑκ ×ςγ′ûΥκ ΣôνχÏλúΣôÕ ¿δΚρ ≅πΞςΩôσ°τ
′ß ΣÏƒûΥκ Σ⁄κÀνΚρ− ♦ùςφÑκ×ςγ′ ♦ςôτ′ο Ττ∴ςôγ′ Ø⁄ÜχÏΞς
Ξ→úΚô←σß− ΜÛûΚ ≅⁄κΣûΟ♠Ωô∴ ΙÚ ΜØΘôΥλ+ ΙÚ ×ƒΥ Øû[♠Ωô∴
Αγ′χÏ Ξ→ΞÏιΘÕ− ×ςγ′♠τ úΣôÕ+ ≅°↑χΚκΣγΟ Τ±Θ ∆↔ûΤΚ↓τ
♦ςΚΟ∴λ ΙÚ ΡÅ∴ ΚôΩλ Ξς↑ÚκΣûΘ ≅°↑ιΘÕ− ≅û∴ιÕ
Θ±Τ±ΘνΚÞχÏλ ∆↔ûΤΚρ ∆ρΖ∴ Φτàλ ΚÚιÕ ΜΤιÕΞιûΘχ
úΚô↔ΥΘôο ≅Õ ≅ς′Υ←ο ΙÚ ×ƒΥ ùΤô→♠τ ΣôΚΤô∴Õ− ΜΤιÕΞλ Τσßλ
ÑΘϕƒςλ Φτàλ ΒχΚÚιÕΚρ ΡÅ∴ ÙΚιƒτ ûΤΥχΚÚιÕΚΖôΚ ΦÝε′Ùσ[∴−
Α∴ôο ΣοúΞß ΡôÓΚ↓ο ≅ûΞ ΣοúΞß Ξ→Øû[Κ↓ο Áρ ↑ΖχΚλ
Τσßλ Áρ′ϕΘû∴ ùΜµΥκΣγΟ∴− ΒϕƒΥô↑Ûλ ≠∴ô↑Ûλ Ακ↔χΚô↑Ûλ
ùΘτ≅ùΤ↔χΚô↑Ûλ ΚôΩ±ΥôƒχΚ Φƒνκ× ΒΥχΚδΚρ ×ÕûΤΥô∴ Τσßλ
ØΘο ΘςΤô∴ ′ϕΘû∴ΚûΖι úΘôσß↑ιΘ∴ν− Α∴ôο Σƒù∴γΟôλ
èσ[ôη⁄σÏκ ♦τ∴úς ≅ûΞ Øχ€ΥιÕΞλ ùΣ[ι ùΘôΟδ€∴−

ΒςηΟôλ ≅ιƒΥôΥιƒο ΗúςôκΣô↑ο ùΣôÕÜûΟûΤχ ΚÚιÕΚ↓τ
ΞÚûΚûΥκ Σσ° Σ♠ΩΩôλ− úΤÛλ Αγ′♠←ÚϕÕ Ττ∴ν ΒςηΟôλ ⊥ôν
♣χúΚôΩυ ΦπΞôß ΣΘ↑ûΥχ ûΚ↑γΟôν Τσßλ ≅ΘσΚô∴ ♣ΚθÜΚρ Φτ∴
ΦτΣûΘÙλ Σ♠ΩΩôλ− ςωΥκ ×ςγ′Υô∴Õ úΞßΣγΟ Øû[♠ο Τôσ[ιûΘ
ùΚôηÓΞς ØΥτ[Õ− ùΣôÚΖôΘôς ΜΤιÕΞλ ùΘô→ΩôΖνΚ↓τ Τσßλ
↑ΞΜô♠Κ↓τ ΡΩτ úΣôτ[ ♦ςεΜû∴ΚûΖ ΦÝκ♦ΥÕ− ΒϕΘ ≅ιƒΥôΥλ
ΡÅ∴ úΜô↑Υι ≅ςΜôδΚιΘôο ùΘôΟδΚκΣγΟ Τôσ[δΚρ ≅Õ ΦƒνùΚôηΟ
′χΚοΚρ Τσßλ ≅Õ úΤσùΚôηΟ Τôσ[δΚρ Ï°ιÕλ ΦÓιÕûςχÏλ−

♣ΚθÜΚÞλ ùΜΥοØû[ΚÞλ
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however, became part of  the anti-colonial movements in different countries. Today the
Soviet Union has broken up and socialism is in crisis but through the twentieth century it
has been a powerful force in the shaping of the contemporary world.

Chapter III will take you to Germany. It will discuss the rise of Hitler and the
politics of Nazism. You will read about the children and women in Nazi Germany,
about schools and concentration camps. You will see how Nazism denied various
minorities a right to live, how it drew upon a long tradition of anti-Jewish feelings
to persecute the Jews, and how it waged a relentless battle against democracy and
socialism. But the story of Nazism’s rise is not only about a few specific events,
about massacres and killings. It is about the working of an elaborate and frightening
system which operated at different levels. Some in India were impressed with the
ideas of Hitler but most watched the rise of Nazism with horror.

The history of the modern world is not simply a story of the unfolding of freedom
and democracy. It has also been a story of violence and tyranny, death and destruction.

The French Revolution60
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úΜô↑Υι ςωΥô ùΘô→οΤΥΤôχΚο Τσßλ úΞΖôηûΤ♠ο ΒΥϕƒς ΤΥΤôχΚûΩ
Øτú∴ôχ€ Θρ↓∴ôÛλ ΤχΚΖôγ′ ΜØΘôΥ ùΜΥοΣÓΞΘσÏι úΘûΞΥô∴
Ï⁄ΤχΚ↓τ ∆↔ûΤΚûΖ ≅Õ ΤßιΘÕ− ΣοúΞß ΡôÓΚ↓ο ΚôΩ± ΑƒχΚ Φƒνκ×
ΒΥχΚδΚ↓τ ΣôΚΤôΚ ùΣôÕÜûΟûΤχ ΚÚιÕχΚρ ΞΖνε′ΥûΟϕƒÚϕΘ∴− ΘσúΣôÕ
úΜô↑Υι ë±Υτ ′Θ° ùΣôÕÜΟûΤχ ΚÚιÕχΚρ ùΡÚχΚ⁄ ♣ûΩ♠ο ΒÚκ♦àλ
ΣιùΘôτΣΘôλ èσ[ôη⁄ο ΜΤΚôΩ ∆Ω€û∴ Ξ⁄ΞûΤκΣƒο Ασ[ο♥χΚ ΜχƒΥôΚ
ΒÚϕÕ ΞϕΘÕ−

êτ[ôλ ≅ιƒΥôΥλ ∆δΚûΖ ù⊥νΤ±χÏ ≅ûΨιÕε ùΜοÛλ− ≅Õ ∝γΩν
Τσßλ Ρô′Μ ≅ς′Υ←τ úΘôσ[ιûΘκ Σσ° ↑ΞôƒχÏλ− Ρô′] ù⊥νΤ±♠ο
ÏΨϕûΘΚρ Τσßλ ùΣηΚ↓τ ♣ûΩ+ Σρ↓Κρ Τσßλ ûΤΥκΣÓιΘκΣγΟ ΒςôÔΞ
ØΚôλΚûΖκ Σσ° ¿δΚρ Σ⁄χΚΩôλ− ΣοúΞß ′ßΣôτûΤ♠∴ÚχÏ Ρô′χùΚôρûΚ
ΦπΞôß ΞôÝλ ∆↔ûΤûΥ ΤßιΘÕ ΦτΣûΘÙλ ëΘνΚûΖ Õτ×ßιÕΞΘσÏ ëΘν
Φƒνκ× ∆ΠνÜΚûΖ ¿ηΟΚôΩ ΣôςλΣ↔ΥΤôΚ ΦπΞôß ΓσΣÓιƒΥÕ− ùΣôÕÜûΟûΤ
Τσßλ ΤχΚΖôγ′χÏ Φƒςô∴ ϑµ↑οΩôΘ úΣôûς ΦπΞôß ΡΟιƒΥÕ ΦτΣ∴ûΞ
Σσ°Ùλ ¿δΚρ ΣôνχΚΩôλ− Α∴ôο Ρô′χ ùΚôρûΚ♠τ ΦÝε′ ΦτΣÕ ΣÓùΚôûΩΚρ
Τσßλ ùΚôûΩΚρ Σσ°Υ ΙÚ ′Ω ♣ΚθÜΚûΖχ Ï°ιΘÕ ΤγΟΤοΩ− ≅Õ ΣοúΞß
♣ûΩΚ↓ο ùΜΥοΣγΟ ↑↔Ξô∴ Τσßλ ≅εÑßιΘΩô∴ Σ∞ Øû[ûΥκ Σσ°ΥÕ−
ΒϕƒΥô↑ο ′Ων ∝γΩ↔τ ′ϕΘû∴ΚΖôο ΧνχΚκΣγΟôÛλ ùΣÚλΣôΩôú∴ôν ≅ûΘ
≅εÑßιΘΩôΚúΞ ΚÚƒ∴ν−

ΡÅ∴ ∆ΩΚ ΞςΩôß ΦτΣÕ ÑΘϕƒςλ Τσßλ ΤχΚΖôγ′ûΥκ Σσ° ↑ΖχÏλ
ΚûΘ ΤγÓΤοΩ− ≅Õ ¾↑ςΞôΘλ+ ùΚôÓδúΚôΩôγ′+ ΤςΠλ Τσßλ ≅→Ü Α€ΥûΞκ
Σσ°Υ ΚûΘΥôΚÜλ ΒÚϕÕ ΞÚ€[Õ−
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62 The French RevolutionThe French Revolution62

On the morning of 14 July 1789, the city of Paris was in a state of
alarm. The king had commanded troops to move into the city. Rumours
spread that he would soon order the army to open fire upon the citizens.
Some 7,000 men and women gathered in front of the town hall and
decided to form a peoples’ militia. They broke into a number of
government buildings in search of arms.

Finally, a group of several hundred people marched towards the eastern
part of the city and stormed the fortress-prison, the Bastille, where they
hoped to find hoarded ammunition. In the armed fight that followed,
the commander of the Bastille was killed and the prisoners released –
though there were only seven of them. Yet the Bastille was hated by all,
because it stood for the despotic power of the king. The fortress was
demolished and its stone fragments were sold in the markets to all
those who wished to keep a souvenir of its destruction.

The days that followed saw more rioting both in Paris and the
countryside. Most people were protesting against the high price of bread.
Much later, when historians looked back upon this time, they saw it as
the beginning of a chain of events that ultimately led to the execution
of the king in France, though most people at the time did not anticipate
this outcome. How and why did this happen?

The French Revolution

Fig.1 – Storming of the Bastille.
Soon after the demolition of the Bastille,
artists made prints commemorating the event.

Chapter  -  1
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0678 ⊥øûΩ 03Αλ Ρôρ ΚôûΩ Σô↔υ ΡΚςλ
ΦεΜ↔χΚκΣγΟ ♣ûΩ♠ο ΒÚϕΘÕ− ≅ςΜτ ΡΚςιƒσÏρ
ÕÚκ×ΚûΖ ÖûΨÙλ Σ⁄ ΑûΠ♠γΟôτ− Ï⁄ΤχΚρ
ÁÕ  ÕκΣôχ€ε  ãÓ  ΡΟιΘ  ↑ûς↑ο  ≅Ξτ
ΑûΠ♠ÓΞôτ Φ∴ ΞΘϕƒΚρ Σς↑∴− ÑΤôν 6///
ΑηΚρ Τσßλ ùΣηΚρ ΡΚς ΞΖôΚιƒτ Øτ á⁄
ΤχΚ↓τ ΒςôÔΞιûΘ ≅ûΤχΚ Ø⁄ùΞÓιΘ∴ν−
≅ΞνΚρ ΑÙΘδΚûΖι úΘ⁄ ≅ςΜχ Κγ⁄ΟδΚ↓ο
≅ιÕÁ° ÖûΨϕΘ∴ν−

ΒßƒΥôΚ ΤχΚ↓ο èσßχΚΠχΚô∴ΞνΚρ
ΡΚςιƒτ €ΨχÏκ ΣÏƒûΥ úΡôχ€ ≅∞ΞÏιÕε ùΜτß
Σôυ⁄ο ΦηÔλ úΚôγûΟε ′û[ûΥι ΘΚνùΘ°ϕΘ∴ν−
≅ûΘι ùΘôΟνϕÕ ΓσΣγΟ ΑÙΘúΤϕƒ úΣô↔ο Σôυ⁄←τ
ΘΖΣƒ ùΚôοΩκΣγΟôν− ûΚƒΚρ ↑ÓΘûΩ ùΜµΥκΣγΟ∴ν−
↑ÓΘûΩ ùΜµΥκΣγΟ ûΚƒΚρ ΓÝ úΣν ΤγÓúΤ−
Ττ∴±τ ùΚôÓδúΚôο ≅ƒΚôςιƒτ ûΤΥΤôΚ Σôυ⁄ο
ΒÚϕΘΘôο ΤχΚρ ≅û∴ΞÚλ ≅ûΘ ùΞßιΘ∴ν−
≅ε′û[χ úΚôγûΟι ΘΚνχΚκΣγÓ ≅Θτ Κο ÕηÓΚρ
ΜϕûΘΚ↓ο ↑σΚκΣγΟ∴− Γù∴±ο ΤχΚρ ≅Θτ
≅→↑τ ΦεΜδΚûΖ ♣û∴Üκ Σ↔ΜôΚ ûΞιƒÚχΚ
↑Úλ♦∴ν−

≅ûΘι ùΘôΟνϕÕ ΞϕΘ ΡôγΚ↓ο Σô↔υ Τσßλ
ΡôγÓκ×[κ ΣÏƒΚ↓Ûλ ΚΩΚδΚρ ΓσΣγΟ∴−
ùΣÚλΣôΩô∴ ΤχΚρ ∆Π↑σΚôΚ ≅ƒΚ ↑ûΩûΥ
ΦƒνιÕ €Ζνε′ ùΜµΘ∴ν− ¿ηΟ ΡôγΚÞχÏκ ♦τ+
ΞςΩôσ[ô′↔ΥνΚρ ΒχΚôΩιûΘκ Σσ° ƒÚλ♦κ ΣôνιΘ
úΣôÕ ♦ςôτ′ο ≅ςΜû∴ ΒßƒΥôΚ ′ςεúΜΘλ ùΜµΞΘσÏ
Ξ→ΞÏιΘ ùΘôΟν ♣ΚθÜΚ↓τ ùΘôΟχΚΤôΚ ΒÕ ΒÚϕΘÕ
ΦτΣûΘ ≅°ϕΘ∴ν− ùΣÚλΣôΩô∴ ΤχΚρ ≅κúΣôÕ
ΒϕΘ ↑ûΖ↑û∴ ΦƒνΣôνχΚ↑οûΩ− ΒÕ ΦπΞôß+ Γτ
ΓσΣγΟÕ>
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ΣΟλ 0 9 Σôυ⁄ο ′û[εΜôûΩûΥι ΘΚνιΘο
Σôυ⁄←τ ≅→↑σÏκ ♦τ ΚûΩΝνΚρ
Βϕ♣Κθ↑τ ♣û∴ΞôΚ ≅ε′ΟκΣγΟ ΣΟλ−
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In 1774, Louis XVI of the Bourbon family of kings ascended the throne
of France. He was 20 years old and married to the Austrian princess
Marie Antoinette. Upon his accession the new king found an empty treasury.
Long years of war had drained the financial resources of France. Added
to this was the cost of maintaining an extravagant court at the immense
palace of Versailles. Under Louis XVI, France helped the thirteen American
colonies to gain their independence from the common enemy, Britain.
The war added more than a billion livres to a debt that had already risen
to more than 2 billion livres. Lenders who gave the state credit, now began
to charge 10 per cent interest on loans. So the French government was
obliged to spend an increasing percentage of its budget on interest
payments alone. To meet its regular expenses, such as the cost of
maintaining an army, the court, running government offices or universities,
the state was forced to increase taxes. Yet even this measure would not
have sufficed. French society in the eighteenth century was divided into
three estates, and only members of the third estate paid taxes.

The society of estates was part of the feudal system that dated back to
the middle ages. The term Old Regime is usually used to describe the
society and institutions of France before 1789.

Fig. 2 shows how the system of estates in French society was organised.
Peasants made up about 90 per cent of the population. However,
only a small number of them owned the land they cultivated. About
60 per cent of the land was owned by nobles, the Church and other
richer members of the third estate. The members of the first two
estates, that is, the clergy and the nobility, enjoyed certain privileges by
birth. The most important of these was exemption from paying taxes to
the state. The nobles further enjoyed feudal privileges. These included
feudal dues, which they extracted from the peasants. Peasants were obliged
to render services to the lord – to work in his house and fields – to serve
in the army or to participate in building roads.

The Church too extracted its share of taxes called tithes from the peasants,
and finally, all members of the third estate had to pay taxes to the state.
These included a direct tax, called taille, and a number of indirect taxes
which were levied on articles of everyday consumption like salt or tobacco.
The burden of financing activities of the state through taxes was borne
by the third estate alone.

New words

Livre – Unit of currency in France,
discontinued in 1794
Clergy – Group of persons invested with
special functions in the church
Tithe – A tax levied by the church, comprising
one-tenth of the agricultural produce
Taille – Tax to be paid directly to the state

1  French Society During the Late Eighteenth Century

Clergy

Nobility

Peasants and
artisans

Small peasants,
landless labour,
servants

Big businessmen,
merchants, court
officials, lawyers etc.

Fig.2 – A Society of Estates.
Note that within the Third Estate some were
rich and others poor.

1st estate

3rd estate

2nd estate
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18Αλ èσ[ôη⁄τ ♦σΣÏƒ♠ο ♦ùςφÑ ΜØΘôΥλ1

ΤΘ ÏÚ

∆ΥνÏ⁄ΤχΚρ

↑ΞΜô♠Κρ+
ûΚ↑û∴χΚûΩΝνΚρ

′ß ↑ΞΜô♠Κρ+
♣ΩΤσ[ùΘô→ΩôΖνΚρ

Ε→ΥνΚρ

ùΣ↔Υ ↑ΥôΣô↔Κρ
Ξ∞ΚνΚρ ≅ςηΤûΠ

≅ÛΞΩνΚρ ΞΨχΚ°ΝνΚρ

ΦυúΟγÓΚ↓τ ΜêΚλ
êτ[ôλ ΦυúΟγÓχÏρ ′Ων ùΜοΞϕΘν
ΚΖôÜλ+ ′Ων ΓûΨΚΖôΚÜλ ΒÚκΣûΘχ
ΚΞ±χΚÜλ−

ØΘο ΦυúΟγ

2ΞÕ ΦυúΟγ

1ΞÕ ΦυúΟγ

←πúς , ♦ςôτ′ο ΡôΠΥιƒτ ≅ΩÏ
0683ο ♣ßιΘκΣγΟÕ− ΤΘÏÚχΚρ
Μνε′ο ′[κ× ΚÛûΚΚûΖ
≅àΣ↑χÏλ ΡΣνΚ↓τ ÏÝ−
ûΟιυ , ↑ΞΜôΥ ∆σΣιƒ♠ο Σιƒο
ΙÚΣδÏ Ξ↔ΥôΚ Μνε Ξã←χÏλ Ξ↔
ùΟµο , ≅ς′σÏ úΡς⁄ΥôΚ
ùΜÛιΘκΣΟ úΞη⁄Υ Ξ↔−

 0663ο Ττ∴νΚ↓τ úΣôνΣôτ ÏÓλΣιƒτ 05Αλ
í♠ ♦ςôτ′τ ≅↔ΥûΠûΥ Γ°∴ôν− ≅ΞÚχÏ ≅κúΣôÕ
1/ ΞΥÕ− ≅Ξν Αυƒ↔Υ Ρôγ⁄τ ΒΖΞς′Υô∴ úΤ↔
≅ηΟôµù∴γûΟ ƒÚΤΠλ ùΜµÕ ùΚôηΟôν− ≅↔ΥûΠ
Γ°Υ ×ƒΥ ≅ςΜςô∴ ≅Ξν ΚÚîΩλ Κô←ΥôΚ ΒÚκΣûΘχ
ΚηΟôν− ¿ηΟ ΚôΩλ ¿⁄ιΘ úΣôνΚΖôο ♦ςôτ′τ ♣ƒ
ΞΖδΚρ Κô←ΥôχΚκΣγΟ∴− ùΞνûΜου ≅ςηΤû∴♠ο
ΑΟλΣςΤô∴ ΜûΣûΥ ♣νΞ€χΚÜλ ùΣÚλ ùΜΩÜ ùΜµΥκΣγΟÕ−
05Αλ í♠♠τ ΘûΩûΤ♠ο 02 ≅ùΤ↔χΚχ Ï⁄úΥσ[δΚρ
ΘδΚ↓τ ùΣôÕ Φƒ↔Υô∴ ♦↔γΟ±Ο♥ÚϕÕ ↑ÓΘûΩ ùΣ[
♦ςôτÑ ∆Θ↑ ùΜµΘÕ− ΒκúΣô↔∴ôο ΓσΚ∴úΞ ΒÚϕΘ 1
♦ο←Υτ ←πúςχΚρ ΚΟàΟτ úΤÛλ 0 ♦ο←Υτ ←πúς
ΚΟτ ΓσΣγΟÕ− ≅ςÑχÏχ ΚΟτ ≅↓ιΘΞνΚρ ΘσúΣôÕ
ΚΟτùΘôûΚχÏ 0/ ΜΘÅΘ Ξγ⁄ ↑ƒχΚι ùΘôΟδ€∴ν− Φ∴úΞ
♦ùςφÑ ≅ςΜôδΚλ Θ∴Õ ΞςÜ ùΜΩÜ ƒγΟιƒο ≅ƒΚκΣ⁄Υô∴
ΣΠιûΘ Ξγ⁄ ùΜÛιÕΞΘσÏ ùΜΩ↑γΟÕ− ΒςôÔΞιûΘ
♣νΞ€χÏλ ùΜΩÜ+ ≅ςΜ ΜûΣ+ ≅ςΜôδΚ ≅ÛΞΩΚδΚûΖ
≅οΩÕ ΣοΚûΩχ ΚΨΚδΚûΖ ΡΟιÕΘο úΣôτ[ ≅τ[ôΟε
ùΜΩÜΚûΖ ΜΤô↓χΚ ≅ςÑ Ξ↔ΚûΖ ≅ƒΚ↔χΚ
Ξ←ÙßιΘκΣγΟÕ− ΒÚκ♦àλ ΒϕΘ ΡΟΞ⁄χûΚÙλ
úΣôÕΤô∴ΘôΚ ΒοûΩ− 07Αλ èσ[ôη⁄ο ♦ùςφÑ
ΜØΘôΥλ êτß ΦυúΟγÓΚΖôΚ ∋♣ûΩΚρ( ♦↔χΚκΣγΟÕ−
Βƒο êτ[ôλ ΦυúΟγ⁄ο ΒÚϕΘΞνΚρ ΤγÓλ Ξ↔ΚûΖε
ùΜÛιƒ∴ν−

ΦυúΟγÓΚ↓τ ΜêΚλ ΒûΟχΚôΩιƒο ΒÚϕΘ
♣Ωκ♦ς×ιÕΞ Øû[♠τ ΣôΚΤôÏλ− ΣηûΟΥ Αγ′ Φτàλ
ùΜôο ùΣôÕΞôΚ 0678χÏ Øτ ΒÚϕΘ ♦ùςφÑ
ΜØΘôΥιûΘÙλ ♣ßΞ∴δΚûΖÙλ Ï°κ♦Ο ΣΥτΣÓιΘκ
ΣγΟÕ− ♦ùςφÑ ΜØΘôΥλ ΦπΞôß ΙÝδΚûΤχΚκΣγ⁄ÚϕÕ
ΦτΣûΘ  ΣΟλ  1  ΡΤχÏ  ΚôγÓ€[Õ−  ↑ΞΜô♠Κρ  ΤχΚρ
ùΘôûΚ♠ο 8/ ΜΘÅΘλúΣν ΒÚϕΘ∴ν− Φ±àλ ≅ΞνΚ↓ο
′Ων ΤγÓλ ΘôδΚρ ΜôÏΣ⁄ ùΜµΘ ♣Ωιƒτ ∆↔ûΤΥôΖνΚΖôΚ
ΒÚϕΘ∴ν− ÑΤôν 5/ ΜΘÅΘ ♣Ωλ êτ[ôλ ΦυúΟγ⁄ο ΒÚϕΘ
∆ΥνÏ⁄ΤχΚρ+ Μνε Τσßλ ♦[ ∆ßκ♦∴νΚ↓Ολ ΒÚϕΘÕ−
ØΘο ΒςηÓ ΦυúΟγÓΚ↓ο ΒÚϕΘ ΤΘÏÚχΚρ Τσßλ
∆ΥνÏ⁄ΤχΚÞχÏ ♦[χÏλ úΣôƒ←ÚϕúΘ ′Ω ΜÛûΚΚρ
ΒÚϕΘ∴− ≅ς′σÏ Ξ↔ ùΜÛιÕΞƒ←ÚϕÕ ↑ΩχΚκΣÓΞÕ
ΒΞσ°ο Øχ€Υ ΜÛûΚΥôÏλ− ∆ΥνÏ⁄ΤχΚρ ♣Ω♦ς×ιÕΞ
Øû[♠τ ′Ω ΜÛûΚΚûΖÙλ ≅àΣ↑ιΘ∴ν− Βƒο
↑ΞΜô♠Κρ ùΜÛιƒΥ ♣Ω Ξ↔ ♣ÛûΞΚρ ≅ΟδÏλ−
↑ΞΜô♠Κρ ♣ΩεÑΞôϕΘôνΚ↓τ ÅÓ ≅οΩÕ ΞΥοΚ↓ο
úΞûΩ ùΜµΥÜλ+ ΒςôÔΞ úΜûΞ ùΜµΥÜλ ≅οΩÕ ΜôûΩ
ΚγÓΤô∴κ Σ∞Κ↓Ûλ ΧÓΣγÓ ΞϕΘ∴ν−

ΜνεÑλ ↑ΞΜô♠Κ↓Ο♥ÚϕÕ ûΟιυ Φτß
≅ûΨχΚκΣÓλ Ξ↔ΚûΖ Ξã←ιΘÕ− ΒßƒΥôΚ êτ[ôλ
ΦυúΟγ⁄τ ≅û∴ιÕ ∆ßκ♦∴νΚÞλ ≅ς′σÏ Ξ↔ΚûΖ
ùΜÛιΘ úΞη⁄♠ÚϕΘÕ− Βƒο ùΟµο Φτàλ úΡνØΚ
Ξ↔Ùλ ≅ΟδÏλ− úΤÛλ ≅τ[ôΟ ÖΚνÜκ ùΣôÚρΚΖô∴
∆κ× ≅οΩÕ ×ûΚ♠ûΩ ÁÕλ+ ΣοúΞß Τû[ØΚ Ξ↔Κρ
↑ƒχΚκΣγΟ∴− Ξ↔Κρ êΩλ ≅ς′τ ♣ƒ ΡΟΞ⁄χûΚΚ↓τ
Σôςλ ØÝΞÕλ êτ[ôλ ΦυúΟγΟôο ΤγÓλ ÑΤχΚκΣγΟÕ−

×ƒΥ ùΜôσΚρ
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‘The nobleman is the spider,
the peasant the fly.’

Fig.3 – The Spider and the Fly.
An anonymous etching.

‘The more the devil has, the more he wants.’

1.1 The Struggle to Survive

The population of France rose from about 23 million in 1715 to 28
million in 1789. This led to a rapid increase in the demand for
foodgrains. Production of grains could not keep pace with the
demand. So the price of bread which was the staple diet of the majority
rose rapidly. Most workers were employed as labourers in workshops
whose owner fixed their wages. But wages did not keep pace with
the rise in prices. So the gap between the poor and the rich widened.
Things became worse whenever drought or hail reduced the harvest.
This led to a subsistence crisis, something that occurred frequently
in France during the Old Regime.

New words

Subsistence crisis – An extreme situation where
the basic means of livelihood are endangered
Anonymous – One whose name remains
unknown

‘This poor fellow brings everything,
grain, fruits, money, salad. The fat lord
sits there, ready to accept it all. He does
not even care to grace him with a look.’

Explain why the artist has portrayed the
nobleman as the spider and the peasant
as the fly.

Activity
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ΒϕΘ ΓûΨ Θτ±ΟØρΖ Θô±Υλ+
ΣΨδΚρ+ ΣΠλ+ ΣΨχΚΩûΞ úΣôτß
Θτ±ΟØρΖ ≅û∴ιûΘÙλ ùΚôηÓ
ΞÚ€[ôν − ƒ♥ν♦⁄ιΘ ♦ς×
≅û∴ιûΘÙλ ΓσßχùΚôρΖ ΘΥôςôΚ
ΒÚχ€[ôτ− ≅Ξτ Θτ ΣôνûΞΥôο
′°ΘΖÜλ ΚÚûΠ ΚôγÓΞΘôΚι
ùΘ↔Υ↑οûΩ−

Βκ♦ς× ′ΩϕƒΥôΚÜλ ↑ΞΜô♠
ΧΥôÜλ ∆ρΖ∴ν−

ΞûςΣΟχΚûΩΝν ♦ς×ûΞ
′ΩϕƒΥôΚÜλ ↑ΞΜô♠ûΥ ΧΥôΚÜλ
Γτ ′ιΘ↔ιΘôν ΦτΣûΘ ↑ΖχÏ−

ΣΟλ 9 2 ′ΩϕƒÙλ ΧÙλ− ùΣΥν ùΘ↔ΥôΘ ΙÚΞ↔τ ′ιƒςκ
ΣûΟκ×

ΒκúΣµ ♦ς×ÜχÏ ΦπΞΖÜ ≅ƒΚΤôΚ
ΒÚκ♦àλ úΤÛλ ≅ƒΚΤôΚ ↑Úλ×Ξôν−

ùΜΥο

0−0− ΞôθΞΘσΚô∴ úΣôςôγΟλ
♦ςôτ′ο 0604ο 12♥ο←Υ∴ôΚ ΒÚϕΘ ΤχΚρ ùΘôûΚ
0678ο 17♥ο←ΥτΚΖôΚ ≅ƒΚ↔ιΘÕ− ΒΘ∴ôο ∆ΠÜ
Θô±ΥδΚ↓τ úΘûΞ úΞΚΤôΚ ≅ƒΚ↔ιΘÕ− Θô±ΥδΚ↓τ
∆σΣιƒ ≅ƒΚ↔ιΘ úΘûΞχúΚσΣ ≅ƒΚ↔χΚ↑οûΩ− Φ∴úΞ
ùΣÚλΣôτûΤ♠∴↔τ Øχ€Υ ∆ΠΞô∴ ùςôγ⁄♠τ ↑ûΩ
úΞΚΤôΚ ≅ƒΚ↔ιΘÕ− ùΣÚλΣôΩô∴ ∆ûΨκΣôΖνΚρ
Σ∞Τû∴χ á←ΥôγΚΖôΚ Σ∞ΥΤνιΘκΣγΟ∴ν− ↑ûΩ
∆Υν↑σúΚσΣ á←Κρ ∆Υς↑οûΩ− Φ∴úΞ ΓûΨΚÞχÏλ
ΣΠχΚôςνΚÞχÏΤô∴ ΒûΟùΞ↓ ≅ƒΚ↔ιΘÕ −
ΦκúΣôùΘοΩôλ Ξ[γ′ ≅οΩÕ ≅ßΞûΟ Ïû[ϕΘúΘô
≅κúΣôùΘοΩôλ ♣ûΩûΤ ♥ΚÜλ úΤôΜΤô∴Õ− ♣ûΩκΣôγÓ
ùΡÚχΚ⁄ ♣ûΩχÏ ΒÕ Ξ→ΞÏιΘÕ− ΣηûΟΥ Αγ′♠ο
ΒÕ ♦ςôτ′ο ≅⁄χΚ⁄ ♣ΚθϕΘÕ−

×ƒΥ ùΜôσΚρ

♣ûΩκΣôγ⁄τ ùΡÚχΚ⁄ ♣ûΩ ,
ΞôθΞôΘôςιƒσÏ ≅εÑßιΘο ΓσΣÓλ
¾↑ςΤô∴ ♣ûΩ
ùΣΥν ùΘ↔ΥôΘ , ΙÚΞ↔τ ùΣΥν
ùΘ↔ΥôΤο ΒÚκΣÕ−
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Activity

1.2 How a Subsistence Crisis Happens

Fill in the blank boxes in Fig. 4 with
appropriate terms from among the following:

Food riots, scarcity of grain, increased
number of deaths, rising food prices,
weaker bodies.

1.3 A Growing Middle Class Envisages an End to Privileges

In the past, peasants and workers had participated in revolts against
increasing taxes and food scarcity. But they lacked the means and
programmes to carry out full-scale measures that would bring about
a change in the social and economic order. This was left to those
groups within the third estate who had become prosperous and had
access to education and new ideas.

The eighteenth century witnessed the emergence of social groups,
termed the middle class, who earned their wealth through an
expanding overseas trade and from the manufacture of goods such as
woollen and silk textiles that were either exported or bought by the
richer members of society. In addition to merchants and
manufacturers, the third estate included professions such as lawyers
or administrative officials. All of these were educated and believed
that no group in society should be privileged by birth. Rather, a
person’s social position must depend on his merit. These ideas
envisaging a society based on freedom and equal laws and
opportunities for all, were put forward by philosophers such as John
Locke and Jean Jacques Rousseau. In his Two Treatises of Government,
Locke sought to refute the doctrine of the divine and absolute right

Fig.4 – The course of a subsistence crisis.

The poorest can no
longer buy bread

Bad
harvest

Disease
epidemics
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ùΜΥο
ΣΟλ 3ο ∆ρΖ Κô←Υô∴ ΚγΟδΚ↓ο
•θΚôÔλ ùΣôÚιΘΤô∴ ùΜôσΚûΖχ
ùΚôηÓ ♣ςκΣÜλ−

∆ΠÜκ úΣôςôγΟδΚρ+ Θô±Υκ
Σσ[ôχÏû[+ Β[κ× Φη∞χûΚ
≅ƒΚ↔ιΘο+ ∆ΠÜ ↑ûΩ Γσ[λ+ ΣΩÅ∴
ΞνχΚλ−

0−2− ΡÓιΘς ΞνχΚλ ΜÛûΚΚûΖ Ø⁄ÜχÏ
    ùΚôηÓΞÚΤôß ΚÚƒΥÕ−
ΚΟϕΘ ΚôΩιƒο ↑ΞΜô♠ΚÞλ+ ∆ûΨκΣôΖνΚÞλ ≅ƒΚ↔χÏλ
Ξ↔ΚûΖÙλ ∆ΠÜκ Σσ[ôχÏû[ûΥÙλ ΦƒνχÏλ ×ςγ′Κ↓ο
ΣδÏùΚôηΟ∴ν− Α∴ôο ΜêΚλ Τσßλ ùΣôÚΖôΘôςε
≠ςûΤκ♦ο Τôσ[λ ùΚôηÓΞÚΞΘσΚô∴ ØÝûΤΥô∴
ΡΟΞ⁄χûΚΚûΖ ùΜΥσΣÓιÕλ Ξ→Øû[ΚÞλ ƒγΟδΚÞλ
≅ΞνΚ↓Ολ ΒοûΩ− ΒÕ êτ[ôλ ΦυúΟγ⁄ο ∆ρΖ
ùΜοΞϕΘνΚρ Τσßλ Κο↑ ΞôµκûΣÙλ ×ƒΥ ′ϕΘû∴ΚûΖÙλ
∆ûΟΥΞνΚ↓Ολ ↑ΟκΣγΟÕ−

Σƒù∴γΟôλ èσ[ôη⁄ο ΡÓιΘς ΞÏκ♦∴ν Φτàλ ×ƒΥ
ΜØΘôΥκ ♦↔↑∴ν úΘôτ°∴ν− ≅ΞνΚρ ΚλΣ↓ Τσßλ
ΣγÓιÕ∞ΚûΖ ∆σΣιƒ ùΜµÕ ΜêΚιƒτ ΣΠχΚôς
∆ßκ♦∴νΚÞχÏ ΓσßΤƒ Τσßλ ↑σ[ο úΣôτ[ ≅ΥοΡôγÓ
Ξô∞Κιƒτ êΩλ ≅ΞνΚρ ùΣôÚÇγ⁄∴ν− êτ[ôλ ΦυúΟγ⁄ο
Ξ∞ΚνΚρ Τσßλ ∆σΣιƒΥôΖνΚÞΟτ ΞΨχΚ°ΝνΚρ ≅οΩÕ
♣νΞôΚ ≅ƒΚô↔ΚÞλ ΒÚϕΘ∴ν− ΒΞνΚρ ≅û∴ΞÚλ ΡτÏ
Κσ[ΞνΚρ−

≅ΞνΚρ ♦[κΣôο Φπ↑Θ ♦↔↑∴ÚχÏλ ′[κ×ε ΜÛûΚΚρ
ΒÚχΚχáΟôÕ Φτß ΚÚƒ∴ν− Τô[ôΚ ΙÚΞ↔τ ΜØΘôΥ ♣ûΩ
ÁÕ ≅ΞνΚ↓τ Τƒκ× ΑΘôςκΣγ⁄ÚϕΘο úΞηÓλ− ⊥ôτ Ωôχ
Τσ[λ ⊥ôτ ⊥ôχ ìú]ô Α€úΥô↔τ ′ϕΘû∴Κρ Φ∴ ÑΘϕƒςλ+
ΜΤΤô∴ ΜγΟδΚρ ≅û∴ΞÚχÏλ Ξôµκ× Α€Υ ′ϕΘû∴Κ↓τ
≅⁄κΣûΟ♠ο ΜØΘôΥλ ΑΘôςκΣγ⁄ÚιΘο úΞηÓλ Φτß
ΚÚΘκΣγΟÕ− Ωôχ ΘτàûΟΥ '≅ς′τ ΒÚ ∆ΟτΣ⁄χûΚΚρ',
Φτàλ è←ο Ττ∴↔τ ùΘµÅΚ Τσßλ ØÝ ∆↔ûΤûΥ
♣ûΩΡôγΟ ↑Úλ♦∴ôν−

♣ûΩκΣôγÓ ùΡÚχΚ⁄♠τ Σ⁄♣ûΩΚρ

ΓûΨΥôο
ùςôγ⁄ûΥ ΞôδΚ

ΒΥΩôûΤ

úΤôΜΤô∴
↑ûΖεΜο

ùΚôρûΖ
úΡôµΚρ

0−1 ♣ûΩκΣôγÓ ùΡÚχΚ⁄ ΓσΣÓλ ↑Θλ
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Source A

Accounts of lived experiences in the Old Regime
1. Georges Danton, who later became active in revolutionary politics, wrote to a friend in
1793, looking back upon the time when he had just completed his studies:
‘I was educated in the residential college of Plessis. There I was in the company of
important men … Once my studies ended, I was left with nothing. I started looking for a
post. It was impossible to find one at the law courts in Paris. The choice of a career in the
army  was  not  open  to  me  as  I  was  not  a  noble  by  birth,  nor  did  I  have  a  patron.  The
church too could not offer me a refuge. I could not buy an office as I did not possess a
sou. My old friends turned their backs to me … the system had provided us with an
education without however offering a field where our talents could be utilised.’

2. An Englishman, Arthur Young, travelled through France during the years from 1787 to
1789 and wrote detailed descriptions of his journeys. He often commented on what he
saw.
‘He who decides to be served and waited upon by slaves, ill-treated slaves at that, must
be fully aware that by doing so he is placing his property and his life in a situation which is
very different from that he would be in, had he chosen the services of free and well-
treated men. And he who chooses to dine to the accompaniment of his victims’ groans,
should not complain if during a riot his daughter gets kidnapped or his son’s throat is slit.’

What message is Young trying to convey here? Whom does he mean when he speaks of‘ ‘slaves’?
Who is he criticising? What dangers does he sense in the situation of 1787?

Activity

of the monarch. Rousseau carried the idea forward, proposing a form
of government based on a social contract between people and their
representatives. In The Spirit of the Laws, Montesquieu proposed a
division of power within the government between the legislative, the
executive and the judiciary. This model of government was put into
force in the USA, after the thirteen colonies declared their
independence from Britain. The American constitution and its
guarantee of individual rights was an important example for political
thinkers in France.

The ideas of these philosophers were discussed intensively in salons
and coffee-houses and spread among people through books and
newspapers. These were frequently read aloud in groups for the
benefit of those who could not read and write. The news that
Louis XVI planned to impose further taxes to be able to meet the
expenses of the state generated anger and protest against the system
of privileges.

So
ur

ce
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ΑΘôςλ , ≅

ΣηûΟΥ Αγ′ ΚôΩιƒο ΞôθϕΘ ≅àΣΞχ Ï°κ×Κρ
1. ♦σΚôΩ ×ςγ′ΚςΤô∴ ≅ς′Υ←ο ♥ΚÜλ ÑßÑßκΣôΚ ΒΥδ€Υ ⊥ôν⊥υ
ΟôτΟτ 0682ο ΙÚ ΡηΣÚχÏ Θτ Κσ[ûΩ Ø⁄ιΘúΣôÕ ΚΟϕΘ ΚôΩιûΘκ
Σσ° ΦÝƒ∴ôν−

♦ùΖυ″″τ ∆ηÓû[↑Οχ Κοí↔♠ο Ρôτ Κο↑ Σ♠τú[τ−
≅δÏ Øχ€ΥΤô∴ Τ±ΘνΚ↓τ ÏÝ↑ο Ρôτ ΒÚϕúΘτ− Φτ Κο↑
Ø⁄ϕΘÜΟτ ΦτàΟτ ΦÕÜ♥οûΩ− Ρôτ ΙÚ ΣΘ↑χΚôΚ ΦƒνΣôνιƒÚϕúΘτ−
Σô↔′ο ΜγΟ ¿ƒΤτ[δΚ↓ο ΣΘ↑ ùΣßΞÕ ΜôιƒΥΤοΩ− Ρôτ ϑν
∆ΥνÏ⁄♠ο ♦[ϕΘΞú∴ô ≅οΩÕ Φ∴χÏ ΑΘςΞ↓κΣΞúςô ΒοΩôΘΘôο
ΒςôÔΞιƒÛλ Φ∴χÏ Ξôµκ× €ûΟχΚ↑οûΩ− ΜνεÑλ Φ∴χÏ Φπ↑Θ
×Κ←ΟØλ ≅↓χΚ↑οûΩ− ♦ςôτ′τ Φπ↑Θ ΡôΠΥØλ Φτ±Ο♥οΩôΘΘôο
Φτ∴ôο ΦϕΘ ≅ÛΞΩΚιûΘÙλ ΞôδΚ ΒΥΩ↑οûΩ− Φτ ΣûΨΥ
ΡηΣνΚÞλ Φ∴χÏ ΘδΚ↓τ ×[ ØÕûΚχ Κôγ⁄∴ν− ΦδΚρ ƒ[τΚûΖ
ΣΥτΣÓιƒχ ùΚôρΞΘσΚô∴ Øû[ûΥ ΙÕχΚôΘ ΙÚ Κο↑ûΥ ΦδΚÞûΟΥ
≅ûΤκ× ΦδΚÞχÏ ΞΨδ€ΥÕ−

1− ΑνΘν  Υδ ΦηÔλ Αδ€úΩΥν 0676 ØΘο 0678 Ξûς♠Ωô∴
ΑηÓΚ↓ο ♦ςôτ′ο ÑσßκΣΥΠλ úΤσùΚôηΟ Θτ ΣΥΠδΚûΖκ
Σσ° ↑↔Ξô∴ Ï°κ×ΚûΖ ΦÝƒ∴ôν−

úΜûΞ ùΜµΥ Ø⁄Ü ùΜµΘΞτ+ ≅⁄ûΤΚΖôο ΚΞ±χΚκΣÓΘο+
≅⁄ûΤΚûΖ úΤôΜΤôΚ ΡΟιÕΘο+ úΣôτ[Ξσ[ôο ≅Ξτ Θτû∴Ùλ Θτ
∆ûΟûΤΚûΖÙλ ΡτÏ ΣςôΤ↔χΚ ΙÚΞûς úΡôχ€ ΚôιƒÚϕΘôτ+ úΤÛλ
Θτ Σ←Υô∴ΞνΚ↓τ Ø∴ΚοΚ↓ûΟúΥ ∆ηΠ ΞôµκûΣ
ΓσΣÓιƒχùΚôηΟΞτ Θτ ΤΚρ ΚΟιΘκΣγΟôúΩô ≅οΩÕ Θτ ΤΚàûΟΥ
ΚÝιÕ ≅ßχΚκΣγΟôÛλ ×Κôν ≅↓χΚ ΒΥΩôΘ ♣ûΩ♠←ÚϕΘôτ−

ΑνΘν Υδ ΒδÏ Φτ∴ ùΜµƒûΥχ á[ ↑Úλ×€[ôν> ≅⁄ûΤΚρ Σσ° ≅Ξν
úΣÑûΚ♠ο Υôûς ≅Ξν ≅πΞôß Ï°κ♦Ó€[ôν> ≅Ξν Υôν ÁÕ Ïσ[λ
ÑΤιÕ€[ôν> 0676τ ãθ♣ûΩ♠ο Φπ↑ΘΤô∴ ΑΣιƒû∴ ≅Ξν ∆Πν€[ôν+

ùΜΥο 9

ΤχΚÞχÏλ ≅ΞνΚÞûΟΥ ♦ςƒ♣ƒΚÞχÏ♥ûΟúΥΥô∴ ϑν
ΜØΘôΥ ΙκΣϕΘιƒτ ≅⁄κΣûΟ♠Ωô∴ ϑν ≅ςΜôδΚ
Øû[χΚÚιûΘ ìúΜô ØτùΤô→ϕΘôν− 'ΜγΟδΚ↓τ ΑτΤô'
Φτàλ è←ο ΤôηùΟυχë ≅ςΜôδΚιƒσÏρΖôΚúΞ
ΜγΟ♥ΥσßλÕû[+ ùΜΥοÕû[ Τσßλ ¿ƒιÕû[ΚÞχ€ûΟúΥ
≅ƒΚôςκ Σ€νÜ ΒÚιΘο úΞηÓλ Φτàλ ΚÚιûΘ
ØτùΤô→ϕΘôν− ♦↔γΟ±Ο♥ÚϕΘ ≅ùΤ↔χΚô↑ο 02
ΚôΩ±Κρ ÑΘϕƒςιûΘ ≅°↑ιΘ ♦τ∴ν ΒπΞûΚΥô∴
≅ςΜôδΚ Τôƒ↔ûΥ ≅ùΤ↔χΚô ΡûΟØû[χÏ ùΚôηÓ
ΞϕΘÕ− ≅ùΤ↔χΚ ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟØλ ≅Θτ Θ±ΡΣν
∆↔ûΤûΥ ∆ßƒΥ↓ιΘÕλ ♦ςôτ′ο ≅ς′Υο
′ϕΘû∴ΥôΖνΚÞχÏ ΙÚ Øχ€Υ ΦÓιÕχΚôγΟôΚ ΒÚϕΘÕ−

ΒϕΘ ΘιÕΞΝô±Κ↓τ ′ϕΘû∴Κρ
Ø⁄ƒÚιΘδΚ↓Ûλ Κô?♦ ↑ÓƒΚ↓Ûλ ↑ΞôƒχΚκΣγÓ
èοΚρ Τσßλ ùΜµƒιΘôρΚρ Ξô♠ΩôΚ ΤχΚ↓ûΟúΥ
ΣςκΣκΣγΟÕ− ΒχΚÚιÕΚρ ≅πΞκúΣôÕ ÏÝχΚ↓ûΟúΥ
ΦÝΘκΣ⁄χΚι ùΘ↔ΥôΘΞνΚ↓τ ΞΜƒχΚôΚ ∆ςχΚ
Ξô′χΚκΣγΟ∴− Σƒ∴ô[ôλ í♠ ≅ς′τ ùΜΩÜΚûΖε ΜϕƒχΚ
Ξ↔ ∆ΥνιΘκúΣô€[ôν Φτàλ ùΜµƒ ΤχΚ↓ûΟúΥ
úΚôΣêγ⁄ΥÕ− úΤÛλ ΜÛûΚ Øû[ûΥ ΦƒνιÕ Φƒνκ×
ΓσΣγΟÕ−

Α
Θ
ô
ς
λ
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Louis XVI had to increase taxes for reasons you have learnt in the previous
section. How do you think he could have gone about doing this? In
France of the Old Regime the monarch did not have the power to impose
taxes according to his will alone. Rather he had to call a meeting of the
Estates General which would then pass his proposals for new taxes. The
Estates General was a political body to which the three estates sent their
representatives. However, the monarch alone could decide when to call a
meeting of this body. The last time it was done was in 1614.

On 5 May 1789, Louis XVI called together an assembly of the Estates
General to pass proposals for new taxes. A resplendent hall in
Versailles was prepared to host the delegates. The first and second
estates sent 300 representatives each, who were seated in rows facing
each other on two sides, while the 600 members of the third estate
had to stand at the back. The third estate was represented by its more
prosperous and educated members. Peasants, artisans and women
were denied entry to the assembly. However, their grievances and
demands were listed in some 40,000 letters which the representatives
had brought with them.

Voting in the Estates General in the past had been conducted according
to the principle that each estate had one vote. This time too Louis
XVI was determined to continue the same practice. But members of
the third estate demanded that voting now be conducted by the
assembly as a  whole, where each member would have one vote. This
was one of the democratic principles put forward by philosophers
like Rousseau in his book The Social Contract. When the king rejected
this proposal, members of the third estate walked out of the assembly
in protest.

The representatives of the third estate viewed themselves as spokesmen
for the whole French nation. On 20 June they assembled in the hall
of an indoor tennis court in the grounds of Versailles. They declared
themselves a National Assembly and swore not to disperse till they
had drafted a constitution for France that would limit the powers of
the monarch. They were led by Mirabeau and Abbé Sieyès. Mirabeau
was born in a noble family but was convinced of the need to do away
with a society of feudal privilege. He brought out a journal and
delivered powerful speeches to the crowds assembled at Versailles.
Abbé Sieyès, originally a priest, wrote an influential pamphlet called ‘What

2  The Outbreak of the Revolution

Activity
Representatives of the Third Estate take the
oath raising their arms in the direction of
Bailly, the President of the Assembly,
standing on a table in the centre. Do you
think that during the actual event Bailly
would  have stood with his back to the
assembled deputies? What could have
been David’s intention in placing Bailly
(Fig.5) the way he has done?

Some important dates
1774
Louis XVI becomes king of France, faces
empty treasury and growing discontent
within society of the Old Regime.
1789
Convocation of Estates General, Third
Estate forms National Assembly, the
Bastille is stormed, peasant revolts in the
countryside.
1791
A constitution is framed to limit the powers
of the king and to guarantee basic rights to
all human beings.
1792-93
France becomes a republic, the king is
beheaded.
Overthrow of the Jacobin republic, a
Directory rules France.
1804
Napoleon becomes emperor of France,
annexes large parts of Europe.
1815
Napoleon defeated at Waterloo.
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05Αλ í♠ ΦϕΘ ΚôςΠδΚÞχΚôΚ Ξ↔ΚûΖ ∆Υνιƒ∴ν
ΦτΣûΘκ Σσ° ØϕûΘΥ ΣôΟκ♦↔↑ο ¿δΚρ ΚσÈνΚρ−
≅Ξν ΒûΘ Γτ ♦↔↑ο ¿δΚρ ΚσÈνΚρ> ♦ςôτ′ο
ΣηûΟΥ Αγ′♠τ Ττ∴ÚχÏ Θτ ↑ÚκΣκΣ⁄ Ξ↔↑ƒχÏλ
≅ƒΚôςλ ΒοûΩ Τô[ôΚ ×ƒΥ Ξ↔ΚÞχΚô∴ ØτùΤô→Θο.
Σ↔ϕÕûςΚûΖ ØτûΞκΣΘσΚôΚ ≅Ξν ΦυúΟγυ ù⊥∴ςûΩ
áγ⁄∴ôν−  ΦυúΟγυ  ù⊥∴ςο  ΦτΣÕ  ϑν  ≅ς′Υο
≅δΚΤôÏλ− ♦[ êτß ΦυúΟγÓΚÞλ ΘδΚÞûΟΥ
♦ςƒ♣ƒΚûΖ ΦυúΟγυ ù⊥∴ςÛχÏ ≅àκ×Ξν− ΒÚκ♦àλ
ΦκúΣôÕ ΦυúΟγυ ù⊥∴ςÛχΚô∴ áγΟιûΘχ áγΟ úΞηÓλ
ΦτΣÕ Ττ∴úς Ø⁄Ü ùΜµΞôν− ΒßƒΥôΚ 0503ο ΒÕ
áγΟκΣγΟÕ− Σƒ∴ô[ôλ í♠ 0678Αλ ΑηÓ úΤ ΤôΘλ
4Αλ Ρôρ ×ƒΥ Ξ↔ΚûΖ ∆ΥνιΘ úΞηÓλ Φτàλ
Σ↔ϕÕûςΚûΖχ ùΚôηÓ ΦυúΟγυ ù⊥∴ςûΩχ áγ⁄∴ôν−
ùΞνûΜο″τ ΙÚ ♦ςΚôΜΤô∴ ΞΖôΚιƒο ♦ςƒ♣ƒΚρ ΘδΚ
ûΞχΚκΣγΟ∴ν− ØΘο Τσßλ ΒςηΟôλ ΦυúΟγÓΚρ
ΙπùΞôτßλ ΘΩô 2// ♦ςƒ♣ƒΚûΖ ≅àκ♦ ûΞιΘ∴−
≅ΞνΚρ ΒÚ×[δΚ↓Ûλ Φƒùςƒúς ΙÚΞûςùΥôÚΞν
úΡôχ€Υ ΞηΠλ ≅Τςε ùΜµΥκΣγ∴ν− êτ[ôλ ΦυúΟγ⁄τ
5// ∆ßκ♦∴νΚÞλ ≅ΞνΚÞχÏκ ♦τ×[λ ♣σΚ
ûΞχΚκΣγΟ∴ν− êτ[ôλ ΦυúΟγ Θτ ΞΖΤô∴ Κσ[°ϕΘ
∆ßκ♦∴νΚûΖ ≅àκ♦ ûΞιΘÕ − ↑ΞΜô♠Κρ+
ûΚιùΘô→ΩôΖνΚρ Τσßλ ùΣηΚρ ≅àΤƒχΚκΣΟ↑οûΩ−
Φ±àλ ≅ΞνΚ↓τ Ïû[Κρ Τσßλ úΚô↔χûΚΚρ 3////
Κ⁄ΘδΚ↓ο Σγ⁄Υ←ΟκΣγÓ ΘδΚÞûΟΥ ♦ςƒ♣ƒΚΖôο
ùΚôηÓΞςκΣγ⁄ÚϕΘ∴−

ΚΟϕΘ ΚôΩιƒο ΦυúΟγυ ù⊥∴ςÛχΚô∴ ΞôχΚ↓κ×
ΙπúΞôν ΦυúΟγυ ∆ßκ♦∴ÚχÏλ ΙÚ ΞôχÏ Φτàλ
↑ƒØû[♠ο ΡΟιΘκΣγΟÕ− ΒϕΘ Øû[Ùλ Σƒ∴ô[ôλ í♠
ΚΟϕΘ ΑηÓΚ↓τ ΣûΨΥ Øû[ûΥúΥ ùΘôΟνϕΘôν− Α∴ôο
êτ[ôλ ΦυúΟγ⁄ο ΒÚϕΘ ∆ßκ♦∴νΚρ ΜûΣ♠τ
ØÝûΤχÏλ ΡΟιΘκΣΟ úΞηÓùΤτß úΚô↔χûΚ ↑ÓιΘÕ
Γù∴±ο ≅Θτ ΙπúΞôν ∆ßκ♦∴ÚχÏλ ΙÚ ΞôχÏ
ΒÚϕΘÕ− ΒÕ ìú]ô úΣôτ[ ΘιÕΞΝô±Υôο ΒΥσ[κΣγΟ
ΜØΘôΥ ΙκΣϕΘλ Φτàλ è←ο ΤχΚΖôγ′ ↑ƒØû[Κ↓ο
Ιτ[ôΚ ØτùΤô→ΥκΣγΟÕ− ≅ςΜτ ΒλØτùΤô→ΘûΩ
ΤßιΘúΣôÕ êτ[ôλ ΦυúΟγ ∆ßκ♦∴νΚρ ≅ςΜû∴ ΦƒνιÕ
ΜûΣ♠←ÚϕÕ ùΞ↓ΡΟκ× ùΜµΘ∴ν−

êτ[ôλ ΦυúΟγ⁄τ ♦ςƒ♣ƒΚρ ΘδΚûΖ ♦ùςφÑ
úΘΜλ ØÝûΤχÏλ ΘôδΚúΖ ♦ςƒ♣ƒΚρ Φ∴χ
ΚÚƒχùΚôηΟ∴ν− ≅ΞνΚρ ùΞνûΜου ♣ΩκΣÏƒ♠ο ∆ρΖ
ϑν ∆γ×[ ùΟτ±υ ûΤΘô∴ιƒτ ΞΖôΚιƒο ⊥øτ 1/ο
ÏÝ♥∴ν− ≅ΞνΚρ ΘδΚûΖ úΘ′Υ ΜûΣ Φτß
ΚÚƒχùΚôηÓ Ττ∴↔τ ≅ƒΚôςιûΘχ ΚγÓκΣÓιÕλ
♦ςôτ′σΚô∴ ΙÚ ≅ς′Υο ≅ûΤκ×ε ΜγΟλ ΞûςÙλ Ξûς
≅δ€ÚϕÕ ↑ΩΚΤôγúΟôλ Φτß ∆ßƒ éηΟ∴ν− ≅ΞνΚρ
♥ςô× Τσßλ ≅κúΣ ΜúΥυ úΣôτ[ôςôο Ξ→ ΡΟιΘκΣγΟ∴ν−
♥ςô× ∆ΥνÏ⁄♠ο ♦[κ♦àλ ♣Ωκ♦ς×ιÕΞ ΜÛûΚ
ΜêΚιƒ←ÚϕÕ ↑Ω€ ΒÚκΣΘσÏ ΜΤôΘô∴λ ùΜµΥκΣγΟôν−
≅Ξν ΙÚ ùΜµƒιΘôûΖ ùΞ↓♠γΟôν− úΤÛλ ùΞνûΜο″ο
á⁄Υ áγΟιƒ∴↔ûΟúΥ Ασ[ο ♥χΚ ∆ûςΚûΖ
♣Κθιƒ∴ôν−

2 1− ×ςγ′ ΣςÜΘο

ùΜΥο

êτ[ôλ ΦυúΟγ⁄τ ♦ςƒ♣ƒΚρ ΙÚ
úΤûΜ ΡÓ↑ο ♣τßχùΚôη⁄ÚϕΘ
ΜûΣ♠τ ΘûΩΞςô∴ ùΣµ←♠τ
ΒÚκ♦ΟιûΘ úΡôχ€ ΘδΚÞûΟΥ
ûΚΚûΖ ∆ΥνιÕΞΘσÏ ∆ßƒ
úΤσùΚôηΟ∴ν− ∆ηûΤΥô∴
♣Κθ↑τ úΣôÕ á⁄♠ÚϕΘ
♦ςƒ♣ƒΚ↓τ ♦τ ♣τ°ÚϕΘôν Φτß
ΚÚÕ€ÈνΚΖô> ùΣµ←ûΥ ≅πΞôß
ûΞχΚκΣÓΞƒο ΒÚϕΘ ∆ρúΡôχΚλ
Φτ∴ΞôΚ ΒÚχÏλ> ∋ΣΟλ 4(

′Ω Øχ€Υ ΑηÓΚρ
1774 : ♦ςôτυ Ττ∴ςôΚ Σƒ∴ô[ôλ í♠
ΣΘ↑úΥσ[ôν− ≅Ξν ≅κúΣôÕ Κô←Υô∴
ΚÚîΩιûΘÙλ ΦƒνùΚôηΟôν− ΣηûΟΥ
Αγ′♠τ úΣôÕ ΜØΘôΥιƒο ≅ƒÚκƒÙλ
úΤúΩôδ€ ΒÚϕΘÕ−
1789 : ΦυúΟγυ ù⊥∴ς←τ úΣςûΞχ
áγΟκΣÓΘο êτ[ôλ ΦυúΟγ úΘ′Υ
ΜûΣΥôΚ ΤôßΘο Σôυ⁄ο ′û[
∆ûΟιùΘ°Θο− ΡôùΟδ€Ûλ ↑ΞΜôΥκ
×ςγ′Κρ ΣςÜΘο−
1791 : ≅ς′τ ≅ƒΚôςιûΘχ ΚγÓκΣÓιΘ
≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟλ ∆ÚΞôχ€
≅û∴ιÕ Τ±ΘνΚÞχÏλ ≅⁄κΣûΟ
∆↔ûΤΚûΖ ∆ßƒΥ↓ιΘο−
1792-93  ≅ς′τ  ′ςεúΜΘλ  ùΜµΥκΣγÓ
♦ςôτυ Ï⁄ΥςΜô∴Õ ú⊥úΚô♦τυ
Ï⁄ΥςΜô∴Õ− ú⊥úΚô♦τ Ï⁄ΥςÑ ΣΘ↑
¿χΚλ ùΜµΥκΣγÓ ♦ςôτυ ΒΥχΚλ
≅°ÜßιÕλ ÏÝ Αγ′ ùΜµΘÕ−
1804 : ùΡκúΣô←Υτ ♦ςôτ′τ úΣςςΜςô∴ôν−
1815 : ùΡκúΣô←Υτ ΞôγΟνí Φτà♥Οιƒο
úΘôσΚ⁄χΚΣγΟôν−
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is the Third Estate’?

While the National Assembly was busy at Versailles drafting a constitution,
the rest of France seethed with turmoil. A severe winter had meant a bad
harvest; the price of bread rose, often bakers exploited the situation and
hoarded supplies. After spending hours in long queues at the bakery,
crowds of angry women stormed into the shops. At the same time, the
king ordered troops to move into Paris. On 14 July, the agitated crowd
stormed and destroyed the Bastille.

In the countryside rumours spread from village to village that the lords
of the manor had hired bands of brigands who were on their way to
destroy the ripe crops. Caught in a frenzy of fear, peasants in several
districts seized hoes and pitchforks and attacked chateaux. They looted
hoarded grain and burnt down documents containing records of manorial
dues. A large number of nobles fled from their homes, many of them
migrating to neighbouring countries.

Faced with the power of his revolting subjects, Louis XVI finally accorded
recognition to the National Assembly and accepted the principle that his
powers would from now on be checked by a constitution. On the night
of 4 August 1789, the Assembly passed a decree abolishing the feudal
system of obligations and taxes. Members of the clergy too were forced
to give up their privileges. Tithes were abolished and lands owned by the
Church were confiscated. As a result, the government acquired assets
worth at least 2 billion livres.

New words

Chateau (pl. chateaux)  – Castle or stately
residence belonging to a king or a nobleman
Manor – An estate consisting of the lord’s
lands and his mansion

Fig.5 – The Tennis Court Oath.
Preparatory sketch for a large painting by Jacques-Louis David. The painting was intended to be hung in the National Assembly.

Fig.6 – The spread of the Great Fear.
The map shows how bands of peasants spread
from one point to another.

Regions not affected by the Great Fear
Areas of agrarian revolt early 1789
Epicentres of main panic movements
The spread of the Great Fear
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×ƒΥ ùΜôσΚρ
úΚôγûΟ ≅ςη  9 ≅ςηΤû∴ ≅οΩÕ
ùΣ↔Υ Τô↓ûΚ− ≅ςΜν ≅οΩÕ
∆ΥνÏ⁄ΤχΚρ ΘδÏ♥Ολ−
ΣηûΠ 9 ♣ΩεÑΞôϕΘôνΚ↓τ ♣ΩδΚρ
Τσßλ Τô↓ûΚΚρ−

ΣΟλ 4 9 ùΟτ±υ ûΤΘô∴ ΞôχÏßƒ ú⊥χΞυ í♠ úΟ↑γ ≅ΞνΚΖôο ΞûςΥκΣγΟ ♥ΚκùΣ↔Υ
ΑΥιΘ ϑ↑Υλ ΒπúΞô↑Υλ úΘ′Υ ΜûΣ♠ο ùΘôδΚ↑ΟκΣÓΞΘσΚôΚ ΞûςΥκΣγΟÕ−

≅κúΣ ûΜΥυ+ ØΘ←ο ΤΘúΣôΘΚςô∴ ΒΞν ΙÚ
ùΜοΞôχÏ ♥χΚ ûΚκ♦ςƒΥô∴ êτ[ôλ ΦυúΟγ Φτ[ôο
Φτ∴ ΦτΣûΘ ΦÝƒ∴ôν−

ùΞνûΜο′ο úΘ′Υ ΜûΣ ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟιûΘ
ΞûςϕÕ ùΚôη⁄ÚχÏλúΣôÕ ♦ςôτ′τ ♦[ ΣÏƒΚ↓τ
ùΚôϕΘ↓κ×Οτ ùΚôƒιÕχùΚôη⁄ÚϕΘÕ ¾↑ςΤô∴ Ï↓ν
ΚôςΠΤôΚ ≅ßΞûΟ úΤôΜΤô∴ΘôΚ ΒÚϕΘÕ− ∆Π↑τ
↑ûΩ ≅ƒΚ↔ιΘÕ− ùςôγ⁄ ΘΥô↔κΣôΖνΚρ ãθ♣ûΩûΥ
ΣΥτΣÓιƒχùΚôηÓ ùςôγ⁄ ≅↓κ×ΚûΖ ΣÕχ€∴ν−
ùςôγ⁄ ΘΥô↔κΣΚδΚρ ¿ηΟ ÏÝ↑ο ΣΩ Τ∞úΡςλ
ΚôιƒÚϕΘ ♦τ∴ν+ úΚôΣØσ[ ùΣηΚρ ΚûΟΚûΖι
Θôχ€∴ν ≅úΘ ΜΤΥιƒο Ττ∴ν Σô↔ÑχÏ Θτ ΣûΟΚûΖ
≅àκΣ ΑûΠ♠γΟôν − ⊥ øûΩ 03Αλ Ρôρ
€↓νε′ΥûΟϕΘ ΤχΚρ Σôυ⁄ο ′û[ûΥ Θôχ€ ≅Θû∴
≅→ιΘ∴ν−

ΡôγÓκ×[δΚ↓ο ùΚôρûΖΥνΚûΖ ΞôΟûΚχÏ
≅Τνιƒ ØƒνϕΘ Σ♠νΚûΖ ≅→χΚ ΣηûΠ
ØΘΩô↓Κρ ΓσΣôÓ ùΜµÕρΖ∴ν ΦηÔλ ùΜµƒ Σγ⁄
ùΘôγ⁄Κ↓ùΩοΩôλ Σς↑ΥÕ− ΣοúΞß  ΤôΞγΟδΚ↓ο
ΣΥιΘôο ΡÓχΚØσ[ ↑ΞΜô♠Κρ ΤηùΞγ⁄ Τσ[λ
ûΞχúΚôο Ξô↔ΚûΖÙλ ùΚôηÓ úΚôγûΟ ≅ςηΚûΖχ
Θôχ€∴ν − ≅ΞνΚρ ΣÕχΚκΣγΟ Θô±ΥδΚûΖ
ùΚôρûΖΥ⁄ιΘ∴ν− ΣηûΠ ♣ÛûΞιùΘôûΚ Ï°κ×Κρ
ùΚôηΟ ΑΞΠδΚûΖ Φ↔ιÕ↑γΟ∴ν− ùΤÚΤΖ↑Ωô∴
∆ΥνÏ⁄ΤχΚρ ΘδΚρ ÅÓΚ↓←ÚϕÕ ϑ⁄↑γΟ∴ν−
≅ΞνΚ↓ο ΣΩν ≅ηûΟ ΡôÓΚÞχÏ Ï⁄ùΣΥνϕΘ∴ν−

×ςγ′♠ο ΧÓΣγΟ Θτ Ï⁄ΤχΚ↓τ Ασ[ûΩ
ΦƒνùΚôηΟΘôο Σƒ∴ô[ôλ í♠+ ΒßƒΥôΚ úΘ′Υ
ΜûΣχÏ ≅δ•Κôςλ ΞΨδ€+ Β±úΤο Θτ ≅ƒΚôςδΚρ
≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟιΘôο ΚγÓκΣÓιΘκΣÓλ ΦηÔλ
↑ƒØû[ûΥ ΓσßχùΚôηΟôν− 0678 ΑΚυγ 3Αλ
Ρôρ ΒςÜ ΚΟûΤΚρ Τσßλ Ξ↔Κρ ùΚôηΟ
♣Ωκ♦ς×ιÕΞ Øû[ûΥ ≅°↑χÏλ ΑûΠûΥ
♦[κ♦ιΘÕ− ΤΘÏÚΤôνΚ↓τ ΜÛûΚΚûΖÙλ ûΚ↑ÓλΣ⁄
Ξ←ÙßιΘκΣγΟ∴ν− ûΟιÕΚρ ςιÕ ùΜµΥκΣγΟ∴− úΤÛλ
ΜνεÑΚ↓Ο♥ÚϕΘ ♣ΩδΚρ ûΚκΣσ[κΣγΟ∴− ΒΘτ
↑ûΖΞôΚ ≅ςΜôδΚλ ÑΤôν 1♥ο←Υτ ←πúςχΚρ
≅Ζ↑σÏ ùΜôιÕΚûΖκ ùΣσ[Õ−

ùΣÚλ ≅εΜλ ΣςΞο ΒϕΘ ♣ΩκΣΟλ ↑ΞΜôΥ
ÏÝΤδΚρ ϑ↔Οιƒ←ÚϕÕ Τσú[ô↔ΟιƒσÏ
ΦπΞôß Σς↑∴ ΦτΣûΘ ùΘ↔↑χ€[Õ−

ùΣÚλ ≅εΜλ Σς↑Υ ΣÏƒΚρ
 1789 ο ≅χúς↔Υτ ×ςγ′ ΓσΣγΟ ΣÏƒΚρ
≅εΜιƒσÏ ∆ρΖô∴ ΣÏƒΚρ

ùΡΘνΩôϕÕ

υ↑γΜνΩôϕÕ

υùΣ♠τ

♦υúΚ ΚΟο

♦ùςυγ ΣôÃυ

úΚτ

ùΜ♠τγ

ΡôνΤη⁄
×úΖô↔τ≈υ�

Ωô ΤôφúΜ ←οúΩ
≅Áτυ

ùςΖ♠τ
ΦυγÃυ
úςô♥ο←

⁄ςô♠υΩô Σôν←
ΓδΚνυ

Ρôτ≈υ
úΜôùΩγ

ςùΣχ

úΣôν⁄Υôχυ ←Υôτυ

≈ú⊥ôτ

←úΥô≥υ

úΣô♠Ωνυ

úΣô♠υ

úΩôΘôτυ

ùΟΖΩυ

ΤôνùΜ♠ου

ΤιΥΘςô

Α
οú
Μυ

ùΣΖúΩôΚ±

ùΣÚλ ≅εΜλ ΣςÜΘο
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2.1 France Becomes a Constitutional Monarchy

The National Assembly completed the draft of the constitution in 1791.
Its main object was to limit the powers of the monarch. These powers
instead of being concentrated in the hands of one person, were now
separated and assigned to different institutions – the legislature, executive
and judiciary. This made France a constitutional monarchy. Fig. 7 explains
how the new political system worked.

The Constitution of 1791 vested the power to make laws in the National
Assembly, which was indirectly elected. That is, citizens voted for a group
of electors, who in turn chose the Assembly. Not all citizens, however,
had the right to vote. Only men above 25 years of age who paid taxes
equal to at least 3 days of a labourer’s wage were given the status of
active citizens, that is, they were entitled to vote. The remaining men and
all women were classed as passive citizens. To qualify as an elector and
then as a member of the Assembly, a man had to belong to the highest
bracket of taxpayers.

Fig.7 – The Political sytstem under the Constitution of 1791.

Judiciary Executive Legislature

Judge King National Assembly (745 members)

Electors (50,000 men)Ministers

Active citizens: entitled to vote. About 4 million of a
population of 28 million

Passive citizens: no voting rights. About 3 million men

Women, children and youth below 25.

V
O
T
E

VOTE

VOTE

VOTE

CONTROL

CONTROL
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0680τ ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×+ úΘ′Υ ΜûΣ♠Ολ ΜγΟδΚûΖ
ΒΥσßλ ≅ƒΚôςιûΘ ΞΨδ€ΥÕ− ≅ΘôΞÕ Ï⁄ΤχΚρ
úΞγΣôΖν ÏÝ↑∴ÚχÏ ΞôχΚ↓κÀν− úΘνϕùΘÓχΚκΣγΟ
≅ϕΘ úΞγΣôΖνΚρ− ΜûΣûΥ úΘνϕùΘÓκΣν− Α∴ôο
≅û∴ιÕ Ï⁄ΤχΚÞχÏλ ΞôχΚ↓χÏλ ∆↔ûΤ ΒοûΩ−
14 ΞΥƒσÏ úΤσΣγΟ Ïû[ϕΘΣγΜλ ∆ûΨκΣôΖνΚ↓τ
êτß ΡôγΚρ á←ΥΖ↑σÏ Ξ↔ûΥ Υôν
ùΜÛιÕ€[ôνΚúΖô ≅ΞνΚÞχÏ ΞôχÏ↔ûΤ
ΞΨδΚκΣγΟÕ− Áƒ♥ÚϕΘ ΑηΚρ Τσßλ ≅û∴ιÕ
ùΣηΚÞλ ùΜΥοΣΟô Ï⁄ΤχΚρ Φτß
ΞûΚκΣÓιΘκΣγΟ∴ν− úΞγΣôΖςôΚ ΘÏƒ ùΣßΞΘσÏλ
♦τ∴ν ΜûΣ♠τ ∆ßκ♦∴ςôΞΘσÏλ ΙÚ ≅ƒΚΖ↑ο
Ξ↔ ùΜÛιÕΣΞν Σγ⁄Υ←ο ΒÚιΘο úΞηÓλ−

ΣΟλ 6 9 0680Αλ Αη⁄τ ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ♦τ •θ ΒÚϕΘ ≅ς′Υο Øû[

¿ƒιÕû[ ùΜΥο Õû[ ΜγΟ♥ΥσßλÕû[

¿ƒΣƒ ≅ςΜτ úΘ′Υ ΜûΣ 634 ∆ßκ♦∴νΚρ

ΞôχΚôΖνΚρ

ùΜΥοΣÓλ Ï⁄ΤχΚρ 9 ΞôχΚ↓χΚ ∆↔ûΤ ùΣσ[ΞνΚρ
17 ♥ο←Υτ ΤχΚρùΘôûΚ♠ο ÑΤôν 3 ♥ο←Υτ ΤχΚρ

ùΜΥοΣΟô Ï⁄ΤχΚρ 9 ΞôχΚ↓χÏλ
∆↔ûΤΥσ[ΞνΚρ ÑΤôν 2 ♥ο←Υτ ΤχΚρ

ùΣηΚρ+ ÏΨϕûΘΚρ Τσßλ 14
ΞΥƒσÏγΣγΟ ΒûΖΝνΚρ

ΞôχÏ

ΞôχÏ

ΞôχÏ

ΞôχÏ

Κγ
Óκ
ΣôÓ

2.1 ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×χÏγΣγΟ Ø⁄Υôγ′

úΘ′Υ ΜûΣ 0680ο ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟιûΘ ΦÝƒ Ø⁄ιΘÕ−
Ττ∴↔τ ≅ƒΚôςδΚûΖ Ξςλ×χÏγΣÓιÕΞúΘ ΒΘτ
úΡôχΚλ ΑÏλ− ΒϕΘ ≅ƒΚôςδΚρ ΙÚΞ↔ΟúΤ
Ï↑ιƒÚχΚôΤο+ ΘσúΣôÕ Σ€νϕΘ↓χΚκΣγÓ ùΞπúΞß
♣ßΞ∴δΚ↓Ολ ΙκΣûΟχΚκΣγΟÕ , ΜγΟ♥ΥσßλÕû[+
ùΜΥοÕû[ Τσßλ ¿ƒιÕû[ Α€ΥΞσ°Ολ ΞΨδΚκΣγΟÕ
Φ∴úΞ ♦ςôτÑ ΙÚ ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×χÏγΣγΟ Ø⁄Υôγ′Υô∴Õ−
ΣΟλ 6 9 ×ƒΥ ≅ς′Υο Øû[ ΦπΞôß Σ∞Υôσß€[Õ
ΦτΣûΘ ↑ΖχÏ€[Õ−

Τϕƒ↔Κρ

ΚγÓκΣôÓ

(50,000 men)
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The Constitution began with a Declaration of the Rights of Man and
Citizen. Rights such as the right to life, freedom of speech, freedom of
opinion, equality before law, were established as ‘natural and inalienable’
rights, that is, they belonged to each human being by birth and could not
be taken away. It was the duty of the state to protect each citizen’s natural
rights.

The revolutionary journalist Jean-Paul
Marat commented in his newspaper
L’Ami du peuple (The  friend  of  the
people) on the Constitution drafted by
the National Assembly:
‘The task of representing the people
has been given to the rich … the lot of
the poor and oppressed will never be
improved by peaceful means alone. Here
we have absolute proof of how wealth
influences the law.  Yet laws will last only as long as the people
agree to obey them. And when they have managed to cast off
the yoke of the aristocrats, they will do the same to the other
owners of wealth.’
Source: An extract from the newspaper L’Ami du peuple.

Fig.8 – The Declaration of the Rights of Man
and Citizen, painted by the artist Le Barbier in
1790. The figure on the right represents France.
The figure on the left symbolises the law.

The Declaration of Rights of Man and
Citizen
1. Men are born and remain free and  equal
in rights.
2. The aim of every political association is
the preservation of the natural and
inalienable rights of man; these are liberty,
property, security and res istance to
oppression.
3. The source of all sovereignty resides in
the nation; no group or individual may
exercise authority that does not come
from the people.
4. Liberty consists of the power to do
whatever is not injurious to others.
5. The law has the right to forbid only
actions that are injurious to society.
6. Law is the expression of the general
will. All citizens have the right to participate
in its formation, personally or through their
representatives. All citizens are equal
before it.
7.  No  man  may  be  accused,  arrested  or
detained, except in cases determined by
the law.
11. Every citizen may speak, write and print
freely; he must take responsibility for the
abuse of such liberty in cases determined
by the law.
12. For the maintenance of the public
force and for the expenses of
adminis tration a common tax is
indispensable; it must be assessed equally
on all citizens in proportion to their means.
17. Since property is a sacred and inviolable
right, no one may be deprived of it, unless
a legally established public necessity
requires  it.  In  that  case  a  just
compensation must be given in advance.

Source C

Source B
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ΣΟλ 7 9 Τ±Θ Ï⁄Ù↔ûΤΚρ ≅°↑κ×
088/ο  úΩΣôν♦Υτ  Φτàλ  Ι↑Υν
ΒΘû∴ ΞûςϕΘôν− ΒΟκΣχΚιƒÛρΖ
′σΣλ ♦ς ôτûΜχ Ï°κ♦Ó€[Õ−
ΞΩκΣχΚλ ∆ρΖ ′σΣλ ΜγΟιƒτ
′τ∴ΤôÏλ−

×ςγ′ΚςΤô∴ Σιƒ↔ûΚΥôΖν
⊥ôττΣôοΤôςô Θτ ùΜµƒιΘôΖô∴
Ωôλ å Àκ×ρ ∋ΤχΚ↓τ ΡηΣτ Φàλ
è←ο úΘ′Υ ΜγΟΜûΣ Ξ⁄ΞûΤιΘ
≅ςΜ♠ΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟιƒτ ÁÕ ΒπΞôß
á°∴ôν− ΤχΚÞχÏ ♦ςƒ♣ƒιÕΞλ
ΞΨδÏλ ùΜΥο ùΜοΞϕΘνΚÞûΟΥúΘ
ΘσúΣôÕ ΓûΨΚρ ΙÓχΚκΣγΟΞνΚρ
≅ûΤƒΥô∴ Ξ→♠ο Φτû[χÏλ
úΤλΣôÓ ≅ûΟΥΤôγΟôνΚρ− ùΜοΞλ
ΜγΟιûΘ ΦπΞôß ùΜοΞôχÏßιÕ€[Õ
ΦτΣÕ ΒδÏ ♣ì♦χΚκΣγÓρΖÕ ΤχΚρ Ικ×χùΚôρÞλ
ΚôΩλ Ξûς ΤγÓúΤ ΜγΟδΚρ ΒÚχÏλ− ≅ΞνΚρ
♦ς×χΚ↓τ ÖΚιΘ⁄ûΥ çχ€ Φ↔Ùλ ♣ûΩ ΓσΣ⁄τ ♦[
ùΜοΞϕΘνΚÞχÏλ ΒúΘ♣ûΩ ùΣôÚϕÕλ−
ΑΘôςλ 9 Ωô♥ å Àκ×ρ ùΜµƒιΘô↓←ÚϕÕ ΦÓχΚκΣγΟÕ−

ΑΘôςλ Β

ΑΘôςλ Α

≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟλ Τ±Θ+ Ï⁄Ù↔ûΤΚ↓τ
≅°↑κ×Οτ ùΘôΟδÏ€[Õ− ΞôÝλ ∆↔ûΤ+ úΣÑλ
ÑΘϕƒςλ+ ΚÚιûΘ ùΞ↓♠ÓΘο+ ΦηΠδΚûΖ
ùΞ↓κΣÓιÕλ ÑΘϕƒςλ+ ΜγΟιƒτ Øτ
≅û∴ΞÚλ ΜΤλ Φτàλ ΚÚιÕ Τ±ΘàχÏ ♦[κ×
ØΘο ΓσΣÓλ ΒΥοΣô∴ ♦↔χΚ ΒΥΩôΘ
∆↔ûΤΚΖôΚ ΒûΞ ΒΟλ ùΣσßρΖ∴− ΒûΞ
ΙπùΞôÚ Τ±ΘàχÏλ Θτ ♦[κ× ØΘο ∆ρΖ
∆↔ûΤΚΖôÏλ− ΥôÚχÏλ ΒΞσû[ ΦÓιÕ↑Ο
ΒΥΩôÕ− Ï⁄ΤχΚ↓τ ΒΥσûΚΥô∴ ∆↔ûΤΚûΖ
ΣôÕΚôκΣÕ ≅ς′τ ΚΟûΤΥôÏλ−

Τ±Θ+ Ï⁄Ù↔ûΤΚρ ≅°↑κ×
1. Τ±ΘνΚρ ÑΘϕƒς ∆♠↔ΚΖôΚ ♦[ϕΘ∴ν−

ÑΘϕƒςΤôΚ ΒÚκΣν − ∆↔ûΤΚρ
≅û∴ΞÚχÏλ ΜΤΤôΚκ ùΣôÚϕÕλ−

2. Τ±ΘνΚ↓τ ΒΥσûΚΥô∴+ ♦↔χΚ ΒΥΩôΘ
∆↔ûΤΚûΖκ ΣôÕΚôκΣúΘ ≅ς′Υο
≅ûΤκ×Κ↓τ  úΡôχΚλ  ≅ûΞ  9
ÑΘϕƒςλ + ùΜôιÕ+ Σ ôÕΚôκ× +
≅ΟχΚØû[ûΥ ΦƒνιΘο−

3. Βû[ΥôηûΤ♠τ ΑΘôςδΚρ Ρôγ⁄ο
∆ρΖ∴− ΤχΚ↓τ Ικ×Θο ùΣ[ôΤο
ΦϕΘ ΙÚ Θ±Τ±Θú∴ô ≅οΩÕ ÏÝúΞô
≅ƒΚôςιûΘ ùΜÛιΘ ΒΥΩôÕ−

4. ÑΘϕƒςλ ΦτΣÕ Τσ[ΞνΚÞχÏ ÕτΣλ
ΓσΣΟôΘ ΞûΚ♠ο ΡΟϕÕ ùΚôρΞΘôÏλ−

5. ΜØΘôΥιƒσÏ ÕτΣλ ↑ûΖ↑χÏλ
ùΜΥοΚûΖ ΘûΟ ùΜµÙλ ≅ƒΚôςλ
ΜγΟιƒσÏ ∆ρΖÕ−

6. ≅û∴ΞÚûΟΥ ΚÚιÕΚûΖÙλ
ùΞ↓κΣÓιÕΞúΘ ΜγΟλ− ≅ûΘ
∆ÚΞôχÏΞƒο Ï⁄ΤχΚρ Τû∴ΞÚλ
úΡς⁄ΥôΚ ≅οΩÕ ΘδΚÞûΟΥ
♦ςƒ♣ƒΚρ êΩΤôΚúΞô ΣδÏùΣ[Ωôλ−
≅Θτ Øτ Ï⁄ΤχΚρ ≅û∴ΞÚλ ΜΤúΤ−

7. ΜγΟλ Ø⁄Ü ùΜµΘ ΜϕΘνκΣδΚûΖι Θ↑ς
Τσ[ úΡςδΚ↓τ ΦϕΘ ΡΣûςÙλ Ïσ[λ
ÑΤιÕΘο+ ûΚÕ ùΜµΘο ≅οΩÕ
′û[♠ΩûΟιΘο Α€ΥΞσû[ ùΜµΘο
áΟôÕ−

11. ΙπùΞôÚ Ï⁄ΤàχÏλ ÑΘϕƒςΤôΚ
úΣΜÜλ+ ΦÝΘÜλ+ ≅ε′ΟÜλ ∆↔ûΤ
∆ρΖÕ− ΜγΟιΘôο ¾νΤô±χΚκΣγΟ
ΞΨχÏΚ↓ο ΒÕúΣôτ[ ÑΘϕƒςιûΘ ¾Υ
Ξ→♠ο ΣΥτΣÓιƒ∴ôο ≅ΘσÏ ≅Ξν
ùΣôßκ× Ξ€χΚ úΞηÓλ−

12.♣νΞôΚε ùΜΩÜΚÞχÏλ ΤχΚ↓τ
ΣûΟûΥ ♣νΞ€κΣΘσÏλ ≅û∴ΞÚχÏλ
Ξ↔ΚûΖ ↑ƒκΣÕ ΚγΟôΥΤô∴Õ−
≅ΞνΚ↓ΟØρΖ ùΜôιÕΚ↓τ ↑€Θιƒο
ΒΞσû[ Ï⁄ΤχΚρ ≅û∴ΞÚχÏλ
ΜΤΤôΚ Σ€ςκΣΟ úΞηÓλ−

17. ùΜôιÕ ΦτΣÕ ×±ΘΤô∴Õ+ ΘûΟ ùΜµΥ
Ø⁄ΥôΘ ∆↔ûΤ+ Φ∴úΞ  ΜγΟκéνΞΤô∴
ΤχΚ↓τ ΡτûΤΚÞχÏ úΘûΞΥô∴
úΣôÕ Θ↑ς ΥôÚχÏλ ↑ƒ ↑ΩχΚοΩ−
≅ÕúΣôτ[ ãθ♣ûΩΚ↓ο ♣ΥôΥΤô∴
ΒΨκÀγ⁄û∴ Øτ∴ΘôΚúΞ ùΜÛιΘ
úΞηÓλ−
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Box 1

Reading political symbols
The majority of men and women in the eighteenth century could not read or write. So images and symbols
were frequently used instead of printed words to communicate important ideas. The painting by Le Barbier
(Fig. 8) uses many such symbols to convey the content of the Declaration of Rights. Let us try to read
these symbols.

Snake biting its tail to form a ring: Symbol of
Eternity. A ring has neither beginning nor end.

Sceptre: Symbol of royal power.

The eye within a triangle radiating light: The all-
seeing eye stands for knowledge. The rays of the sun
will drive away the clouds of ignorance.

The bundle of rods or fasces: One rod
can be easily broken, but not an entire
bundle. Strength lies in unity.

The broken chain: Chains were used to fetter slaves.
A broken chain stands for the act of becoming free.
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≅ς′Υο ′τ∴δΚûΖκ Σσ° Σ⁄ιΘο
Σƒù∴γΟôλ èσ[ôη⁄ο ùΣÚλΣôΩô∴ ΑηΚÞχÏλ ùΣηΚÞχÏλ Σ⁄χΚ ≅οΩÕ
ΦÝΘι ùΘ↔ΥôÕ− Φ∴úΞ Øχ€Υ ΚÚιÕΚûΖ ΘΚΞο ùΘ↔↑χΚ ≅εΜ⁄χΚκΣγΟ ùΜôσΚÞχÏκ
ΣƒΩôΚ  ΣΟδΚÞλ ∆ÚΞδΚÞλ ≅⁄χΚ⁄ ΣΥτΣÓιΘκΣγΟ∴− Ä Σôν♦Υ↔τ ϑ↑Υλ
∋ΣΟλ 7 ( Τ±Θ±τ ∆↔ûΤ ≅°κ♦τ áßΚûΖ ùΘ↔↑χΚ ΒÕ úΣôτ[ ΣΩ ′τ∴δΚûΖ
ΣΥτΣÓιƒΥÕ− ΒϕΘ ′τ∴δΚûΖ Σ⁄χΚ ØΥοúΞôλ−

Σôλ× Θτ ΞôûΩχ Κ⁄ιÕ úΤôƒςιûΘ
∆ÚΞôχÏΘο− úΤôƒςλ ♣ûΩιΘ ΘτûΤχÏ
′τ∴ΤôÏλ− ≅ΘσÏ ΑƒÙλ ≅ϕΘØλ
€ûΟΥôÕ−

ùΜδúΚôο 9 Ττ∴ν ≅ƒΚôςιƒτ
′τ∴λ

Ι↓ûΥ ∆♥Ýλ ØχúΚôΠιƒÛρΖ Κη 9
≅û∴ιûΘÙλ ΚôÔλ Κη ≅°↑τ
≅ûΟΥôΖλ+ ã↔Υχ ΚƒνΚρ ≅°↑Ωô
úΤΚδΚûΖ ↑ςγÓλ−

≅γûΟΚ↓τ ΚγÓ 9 ΙÚ ΚγûΟûΥ
Φ↓ƒο ∆ûΟιùΘ°ΥΩôλ− Α∴ôο
ØÝ Κγ⁄û∴ ∆ûΟχΚ Ø⁄ΥôÕ−
ΙσßûΤúΥ Ξ←ûΤ−

≅ßχΚκΣγΟ Μδ€←+ ≅⁄ûΤΚÞχÏ ↑ΩδÏ éγÓΞΘσΚôΚ
Μδ€←ΚûΖ ΣΥτΣÓιƒ∴ν− ∆ûΟχΚκΣγΟ Μδ€←ûΥ
ÑΘϕƒςιƒτ ≅ûΟΥôΖΤôΚχ Κôγ⁄∴ν−

ΚγΟλ 0
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Activity
1. Identify the symbols in Box 1 which stand

for liberty, equality and fraternity.

2. Explain the meaning of the painting of the
Declaration of Rights of Man and Citizen
(Fig. 8) by reading only the symbols.

3. Compare the political rights which the
Constitution of 1791 gave to the citizens
with Articles 1 and 6 of the Declaration
(Source C). Are the two documents
consistent? Do the two documents convey
the same idea?

4. Which groups of French society would have
gained from the Constitution of 1791?
Which groups would have had reason to
be dissatisfied? What developments does
Marat  (Source B) anticipate in the future?

5. Imagine the impact of the events in France
on neighbouring countries such as Prussia,
Austria-Hungary or Spain, all of which were
absolute monarchies. How would the kings,
traders, peasants, nobles or members of
the clergy here have reacted to the news of
what was happening in France?

Red Phrygian cap: Cap worn by a slave
upon becoming free.

Blue-white-red: The
national colours of France.

The winged woman:
Personification of the law.

The Law Tablet: The law is the same for all,
and all are equal before it.
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ùΜΥο
1. ΣΟλ 0ο ÑΘϕƒςλ+ ΜΤιÕΞλ+

ΜúΚôΘςιÕΞιûΘχ Ï°κ♦ΟÜλ−

2. ΣΟλ 7ο ∆ρΖ ′τ∴δΚûΖκ
Σ⁄ιΘο ΞôΥΩôΚ Τ±Θ+
Ï⁄Ù↔ûΤ ≅°κ× ΦτΣΘτ
ùΣôÚûΖ ↑ΖχÏ−

3. ≅°↑κ× 0−5 ΜγΟκ♦↔ÜΚ↓τ
Ξô♠ΩôΚ 0680 ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε
ΜγΟλ Ï⁄ΤχΚÞχÏ ΞΨδ€Υ
≅ς′Υο ∆↔ûΤΚûΖ Ικ♦ΟÜλ
∋ΑΘôςλ Β (  ΒςηÓ
ΑΞΠδΚÞλ Ιúς Τôƒ↔
∆ρΖ∴Ξô> ΒςηÓ
ΑΞΠδΚÞλ Ιúς ΚÚιƒû∴
ùΘ↔↑χ€τ[∴Ξô>

4. 0680 ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟιΘôο
♦ùςφÑ ΜØΘôΥιƒτ ΦϕΘ ΜêΚλ
ΡτûΤΥûΟϕΘÕ> ΦϕΘ ΜêΚδΚρ
≅ƒÚκƒχÏρΖô♠∴> ⊥ôτΣôο
Τôςô Φƒν  ΚôΩιƒο ΦπΞûΚΥô∴
Øτú∴[δΚρ ΓσΣÓλ Φτß
Ε€ιΘôν> ∋ΑΘôςλ Α(

5. ♦ςôτ′τ ♣ΚθÜΚρ+ ≅ηûΟ
Ø⁄Υôγ′ ΡôÓΚΖô∴ ♦ςωΥô+
Αυƒ↔Υô+ δúΚ↔+ υùΣ♠τ
ΡôÓΚ↓τ ÁÕ ΦπΞûΚΥô∴
ΘôχΚιûΘ ΓσΣÓιƒ ΒÚχÏλ
Φτß Ε€χΚÜλ− ΒϕΡôγÓ
Ττ∴νΚρ+ ↑ΥôΣô↔Κρ+
↑ΞΜô♠Κρ+ ♦ς×χΚρ +
ΤΘÏÚΤôνΚρ ΡûΟ ùΣßλ
Øτú∴σ[δΚûΖκ Σσ°Υ
ùΜµƒΚÞχÏ ΦπΞôß ÕΩδ♠ÚκΣν>

↑ÓΘûΩ ≅ûΟΞûΘχ ΚôγÓλ
′Ξκ× ùΘôκ♦

Β[χûΚΚρ ∆ρΖ
ùΣη9 ΜγΟιƒτ Τß
Ξ⁄Ξλ−

ΜγΟκΣΩûΚ  9 ΜγΟλ ≅û∴ΞÚχÏλ
ΜΤλ ≅Θτ Øτ ≅û∴ΞÚλ ΜΤλ−

¿Ωλ,ùΞρûΖ,′Ξκ×9
♦ςôτ″τ úΘ′Υ
♣[δΚρ
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The situation in France continued to be tense during the following years.
Although Louis XVI had signed the Constitution, he entered into secret
negotiations with the King of Prussia. Rulers of other neighbouring
countries too were worried by the developments in France and made
plans to send troops to put down the events that had been taking place
there since the summer of 1789. Before this could happen, the National
Assembly voted in April 1792 to declare war against Prussia and Austria.
Thousands of volunteers thronged from the provinces to join the army.
They saw this as a war of the people against kings and aristocracies all
over Europe. Among the patriotic songs they sang was the Marseillaise,
composed by the poet Roget de L’Isle. It was sung for the first time by
volunteers from Marseilles as they marched into Paris and so got its
name. The Marseillaise is now the national anthem of France.

The revolutionary wars brought losses and economic difficulties
to the people. While the men were away fighting at the front,
women were left to cope with the tasks of earning a living and
looking after their families. Large sections of the population were
convinced that the revolution had to be carried further, as the
Constitution of 1791 gave political rights only to the richer sections
of society. Political clubs became an important rallying point for
people who wished to discuss government policies and plan their
own forms of action. The most successful of these clubs was that of
the Jacobins, which got its name from the former convent of St
Jacob in Paris. Women too, who had been active throughout this
period, formed their own clubs. Section 4 of this chapter will tell
you more about their activities and demands.

The members of the Jacobin club belonged mainly to the less
prosperous sections of society. They included small shopkeepers,
artisans such as shoemakers, pastry cooks, watch-makers, printers,
as well as servants and daily-wage workers. Their leader was
Maximilian Robespierre. A large group among the Jacobins decided
to start wearing long striped trousers similar to those worn by
dock workers. This was to set themselves apart from the fashionable
sections of society, especially nobles, who wore knee breeches. It

3 France Abolishes Monarchy and Becomes a Republic

Fig.9 – A sans-culottes couple.

New words

Convent – Building belonging to a community devoted to a religious
life
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≅Θτ ♦ϕûΘûΥ ΑηÓΚ↓Ûλ ♦ςôτ′υ ãθ♣ûΩ ΣΘγΟΤôΚúΞ
ΒÚϕΘÕ− Σƒ∴ô[ôλ− í♠ ≅ς′ΥςΩûΤκ♦τ ÁÕ ûΚùΥÝιƒγΟôÛλ
≅Ξν ♦ςωΥ Ττ∴ÚΟτ ςΚ′Υ úΣεÑΞôνιûΘΚ↓ο ΧÓΣγΟôν− ♦[
≅ηûΟ ΡôγÓ Αγ′ΥôΖνΚÞλ ♦ςôτ′τ Øτú∴σ[ιûΘχ ΚηÓ
ΚΞûΩΥûΟϕΘ∴ν− 0678 úΚôûΟ♠←ÚϕÕ ≅δÏ ΡûΟùΣßλ
♣ΚθÜΚûΖ ≅ΟχÏΞΘσÏ Θτ ΒςôÔΞ ÅςνΚûΖ ≅àκ×ΞΘσÏ
ΘΥôςô♠∴ν− ΒÕ ΡûΟùΣßΞΘσÏρ 0681 Γκς←ο ΓσΣôÓ ùΜµÕ
úΘ′Υ ΜγΟΜûΣ ♦ςωΥô+ Αυƒ↔Υô ΡôÓΚ↓τ ÁÕ úΣôν ≅°↑ιΘÕ−
ΒςôÔΞιƒο úΜνΞΘσÏ ΣοúΞß ΣÏƒΚ↓←ÚϕÕ Α♠ςχΚΠχΚô∴
Φη∞χûΚ♠ο  ΤχΚρ  ÑΥΤôΚ  ØτΞϕΘ∴ν−  ≅ΞνΚρ  ΒΘû∴
ΗúςôκΣô ØÝΞƒÛλ ∆ρΖ Ττ∴νΚρ+ ♦ς×χΚÞχÏ ΦƒςôΚ
∆ÚùΞÓιΘ ΤχΚρ úΣôν Φτß ΚÚƒ∴ν− ≅ΞνΚρ Σô⁄Υ ΡôγÓκΣσß
♥χΚ ΣôΟοΚ↓ο Κ↑Νν 'úςôúΚγ ⁄ Φο Ηο' ΦÝƒ ΒûΜΥûΤιΘ
'ΤôνùΜµου' Φτàλ ΣôΟÛλ ΒÚϕΘÕ− ΤôνùΜΥοΚ↓←ÚϕÕ ΞϕΘ
Θτ∴ôνΞΩνΚΖôο ≅ΞνΚρ Σô↔ÑχÏ ≅∞ΞÏιÕ ùΜοÛλúΣôÕ
ΒκΣôΟο ØΘο Øû[ΥôΚ ΣôΟκΣγΟΘôο ΒΘσÏ ≅κùΣΥν ΞϕΘÕ−
ΘσúΣôÕ ΤôνùΜµου ♦ςôτ′τ úΘ′Υ •ΘΤôÏλ−

×ςγ′ΚςΤô∴ úΣôνΚΖôο ΤχΚÞχÏ ΒΨκ×ΚÞχÏ
ΒΨκ×ΚÞλ ùΣôÚΖôΘôς Βτ∴οΚÞλ ΓσΣγΟ∴− ΑηΚρ
úΣôνΚ↓ο ΧÓΣγ⁄ÚϕΘúΣôÕ ùΣηΚρ ΞôθΞôΘôςιûΘ
ΚΞ±ιÕχùΚôηÓ ≅ΞνΚ↓τ ÏÓλΣ ∆ΠÜε ÑûΤûΥ ΜΤχΚ
úΞη⁄♠ÚϕΘÕ− 0880Αλ Αη⁄τ ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ× ΜØΘôΥιƒτ
ùΜοΞϕΘ ♦↔↑∴ÚχÏ ΤγÓúΤ ≅ς′Υο ∆↔ûΤΚûΖ ΞΨδ€ΥÕ−
Φ∴úΞ ×ςγ′Υô∴Õ úΤÛλ Øτú∴ôχ€ε ùΜοΩ úΞηÓùΤ∴ ΤχΚρ
ùΘôûΚ♠ο ∋ùΣÚλΣôΩô∴( ≅ƒΚ ΜΘÅΘ ΤχΚρ ΚÚƒ∴ν− ≅ςΜôδΚ
Øû[ûΥ ↑ΞôƒκΣΘσÏ ΘδΚ↓τ ÑΥ ùΜΥο Ξ⁄Ξ ƒγΟδΚûΖ
Ξ⁄ΞûΤκΣΘσΚôΚ ΤχΚÞχÏ ≅ς′Υο ÏÝχΚρ Øχ€Υ
ΒΟδΚΖô♠∴− ΒΞσ°ο ♥Κ Øχ€ΥΤô∴Õ ú⊥úΚô♦Υτ ÏÝχΚρ−
ΙÚ ΚôΩιƒο Σô↔″ο ΤΘ ΜδΚΤôΚ ùΜ♠ηγ ú⊥úΚô♦Υτ ùΣΥ↔ο
ΒÚϕΘΘôο ≅κùΣΥν ΓσΣγΟÕ− ΒχΚôΩιƒο ùΣηΚρ ÑßÑßκ×Οτ
ùΜΥοΣγΟ∴ν− ≅ΞνΚρ ΘδΚΖûΟΥ ÑΥ ÏÝχΚûΖ ùΘôΟδ€∴ν−
ΒπΞιƒΥôιƒτ ♦↔Ü,3 ≅ΞνΚ↓τ ùΜΥσΣôÓΚρ Τσßλ
úΘûΞΚûΖκ Σσ° ∆δΚÞχÏ ↑↔ΞôΚ ùΘ↔ΥκΣÓιÕλ−

ΜØΘôΥιƒτ ΓûΨΤχΚρ Øχ€ΥΤôΚ ú⊥úΚô♦Υτ ÏÝ
∆ßκ♦∴νΚΖôΚ ΒÚϕΘ∴ν− ΒΞνΚ↓ο ′ß ùΣγ⁄χΚûΟΚôςνΚρ+
ΚôΩ± ΘΥô↔κΣΞνΚρ+ ΤôÜκΣηΟδΚρ ùΜµΣΞνΚρ+ Κ⁄ΚôςδΚρ
ΘΥô↔κΣΞνΚρ+ ≅ε′ÓΣΞνΚρ+ Ε→ΥνΚρ+ ƒ∴χá←Κρ ΚûΩΝνΚρ
ΒÚϕΘ∴ν− ≅ΞνΚ↓τ ΘûΩΞν ΤôχΟ′♥←Υτ úςôúΣυ♦Υô+
⊥ôúΚô♦τ ÏÝ↑τ ΙÚ ùΣÚλ♦↔↑∴ν ΚκΣο Õû[κ Σ∞ΥôΖνΚρ
≅∞Ùλ ¿ηΟ ΚγΟØρΖ ΚôοΜγûΟΚûΖ ≅∞Υ Ø⁄Ü ùΜµΘ∴ν−
ΒÕ ≅ΞνΚûΖ ΜØΘôΥιƒτ ΡôΚÃΚλ ≅ûΟϕΘ ♦↔↑∴↔τ
∆ßκ♦∴νΚρ Ï°κΣôΚ ØΨδΚôÛχÏ •θΞûς♠Ωô∴ ΚôοΜγûΟΚûΖ
≅∞Ùλ ♦ς×χΚ↓Ο♥ÚϕÕ ΘδΚûΖ ΘôδΚúΖ
úΞßΣÓιƒχùΚôρΞΘσΚôΚ ≅ûΤχΚκΣγΟÕ−

ΣΟλ 8 Μôτυ ÏúΩôγ ΘλΣƒ♠∴ν

×ƒΥ ùΜôσΚρ

  ΤΟλ ` ΤΘÏÚΤôνΚρ ΘδÏ♥Ολ

2 Ττ∴ςôγ′ ≅→ϕÕ Ï⁄ΥςΜô∴ ♦ςôτÑ
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Activity

Fig.10 – Nanine Vallain, Liberty.
This is one of the rare paintings by a woman artist.
The revolutionary events made it possible for
women to train with established painters and to
exhibit their works in the Salon, which was an
exhibition held every two years.
The painting is a female allegory of liberty – that
is, the female form symbolises the idea of freedom.

Look carefully at the painting and identify the
objects which are political symbols you saw in
Box 1 (broken chain, red cap, fasces, Charter
of the Declaration of Rights). The pyramid
stands for equality, often represented by a
triangle. Use the symbols to interpret the
painting. Describe your impressions of the
female figure of liberty.

was a way of proclaiming the end of the power wielded by the wearers
of knee breeches. These Jacobins came to be known as the sans-culottes,
literally meaning ‘those without knee breeches’. Sans-culottes men wore
in addition the red cap that symbolised liberty. Women however were
not allowed to do so.

In the summer of 1792 the Jacobins planned an insurrection of a large
number of Parisians who were angered by the short supplies and high
prices of food. On the morning of August 10 they stormed the Palace
of the Tuileries, massacred the king’s guards and held the king himself
as hostage for several hours. Later the Assembly voted to imprison the
royal family. Elections were held. From now on all men of 21 years and
above, regardless of wealth, got the right to vote.

The newly elected assembly was called the Convention. On
21 September 1792 it abolished the monarchy and declared France a
republic. As you know, a republic is a form of government where the
people elect the government including the head of the government.
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ùΜΥο

ΣΟλ 9 0/ Ρôû∴τ ΞôΩûΩτ ÑΘϕƒςλ+
ΒÕ ùΣη ϑ↑Υν ΞûςϕΘ ≅↔Θô∴
ϑ↑ΥδΚ↓ο Ιτß ùΣηΚρ ≅àΣ♥χΚ
ϑ↑ΥνΚ↓Ολ Σ♠σ′ ùΣßΘο
≅ΞνΚÞûΟΥ ϑ↑ΥδΚûΖ ΙπùΞôÚ
ΒςηΟôηÓΚÞχÏ ΙÚØû[ ΡûΟùΣßλ
ΚηΚôγ′ΚΖô∴ ΜÛ±ο Κôγ′κΣÓιÕΘο
úΣôτ[ ×ςγ′ΚςΤô∴ ♣ΚθÜΚρ ΡΟϕΘ∴−
ΒÕ ÑΘϕƒςιƒσÏ ∆ÚΞΤôΚ ∆ρΖ ùΣη
ϑ↑Υλ+ ≅ΘôΞÕ ÑΘϕƒςλ Φτàλ
ΚÚιƒσÏ ′τ∴ΤôΚ ùΣηûΠχ
Ï°κ♦γΟ∴ν−

ϑ↑ΥδΚûΖ áνϕÕ ∆σß úΡôχΚÜλ+
ΚγΟλ 0ο ¿δΚρ ΚηΟ ≅ς′Υο
′τ∴δΚΖôΚ ∆ρΖ ùΣôÚγΚûΖχ
ΚηΟ°ΥÜλ− ∆ûΟχΚκΣγΟ Μδ€←+ ′Ξκ×
ùΘôκ♦+ ÕηÓΚ↓τ ΚγÓ ∆↔ûΤΚρ
≅°↑κ× ΣγΟΥλ+ ≅⁄χΚ⁄ ØχúΚôΠ
Ξ⁄↑ο Ï°κ♦ΟκΣγΟ ♦ς♥Ó ΜΤιÕΞιûΘχ
ΚôγÓ€[Õ− ϑ↑ΥδΚûΖ ↑ΖχÏΞΘσÏ
′τ∴δΚûΖκ ΣΥτΣÓιΘÜλ+ ùΣη
↑ÓΘûΩ Ï°ιÕ ∆τ ΚÚιÕΚûΖχ
á[Üλ−

ΒÕ ØΨδΚôο ΜγûΟ ≅∞Κ↓τ ≅ƒΚôςιûΘ Ø⁄ÜχÏχ
ùΚôηÓ ΞÚΞûΘ ≅°↑κΣΘσΚô∴ ΙÚ Ξ→Øû[− ΒϕΘ
ú⊥χúΚô♦τΚûΖ Μôτυ,ÏúΖôγυ ΦτΣν− ≅ΘôΞÕ
ØΨδΚôο ΜγûΟ ΒοΩôΘΞνΚρ Φτß ùΣôÚρ− Μôτυ
ÏúΩôγυ ΑηΚ↓τ ÑΘϕƒςιûΘ Ï°χÏλ ′Ξκ×
ùΘôκ♦ûΥ ÑΘϕƒςιƒτ ′τ∴ΤôΚ ≅∞ϕΘ∴ν− Α∴ôο
ùΣηΚÞχÏ ΤγÓλ ΒÕ ≅àΤƒχΚκΣΟ↑οûΩ−
∆ΠÜκ ùΣôÚγΚρ Σσ[ôχÏû[ ≅Ξσ°τ áÓΘο
↑ûΩΥôο úΚôΣιƒσÏρΖô∴ΞνΚρ ùΣÚλ
Φη∞χûΚ♠Ωô∴ Σô↔υ ΤχΚÞΟτ 0681 úΚôûΟ♠ο
ΙÚ €Ζνε′ûΥ ΡΟιΘ ƒγΟ♥γΟ∴ν− ΑΚυγ 0/ ΚôûΩ♠ο
≅ΞνΚρ γëΩÃυ ΤΚôο ÁÕ ΣûΟùΥÓιÕ Ττ∴↔τ
ΚôΞΩνΚûΖ ΣÓùΚôûΩ ùΜµΘ∴ν− Ττ∴ûς ΣΩ Τ±úΡςλ
ûΚƒΥôΚ ♦⁄ιÕ ûΞιΘ∴ν− ♦τ∴ν Ττ∴↔τ ÏÓλΣιûΘ
′û[♠ΩûΟχΚ úΞηÓλ Φτß ΜγΟ ΜûΣ ¾νΤô±ιΘÕ−
≅Θ∴ôο úΘνΘοΚρ ΡΟιΘκΣγΟ∴− ≅τß ØΘοùΜοΞιÕΟτ
ùΘôΟν× ΒοΩôΤο ΞΥÕ ♣ςλ♦Υ ΑηΚρ ≅û∴ΞÚχÏλ
ΞôχÏ↔ûΤ €ûΟιΘÕ−

×ƒΥΘôΚ úΘνϕùΘÓχΚκΣγΟ ΜγΟ ΜûΣûΥ ΚτùΞτΜτ
Φτß ≅ûΨχΚι ùΘôΟδ€∴ν− 0681 ùΜκΟλΣν 10ο ≅Õ
Ø⁄Υôγ′ûΥ ςιÕ ùΜµÕ ♦ςôτûΜ Ï⁄ΥςΜôΚ ≅°↑ιΘÕ−
Ï⁄ΥςÑ ΦτΣÕ ≅ςΜôδΚιƒτ ≅ƒΣν ØΘο ≅ςΜôδΚιûΘÙλ
ΤχΚúΖ úΘνϕùΘÓκΣν ΦτΣÕ ∆δΚÞχÏι ùΘ↔Ùλ−
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What is liberty? Two conflicting views:
The revolu tionary journalist Camil le
Desmoulins wrote the following in 1793. He
was executed shortly after, during the Reign
of Terror.
‘Some people believe that Liberty is like a
child, which needs to go through a phase of
being disciplined before it attains maturity.
Quite the opposite. Liberty is Happiness,
Reason, Equality, Justice, it is the Declaration
of Rights … You would like to finish off all
your enemies by guillotining them. Has
anyone heard of something more senseless?
Would it be possible to bring a single person
to the scaffold without making ten more
enemies among his relations and friends?’

On 7 February 1794,
Robespierre made a
speech at the
Convention, which was
then carried by the
newspaper Le  Moniteur
Universel.  Here  is  an
extract from it:

‘To establish and consolidate democracy, to
achieve the peaceful rule of constitutional
laws, we must first finish the war of liberty
against tyranny …. We must annihilate the
enemies of the republic at home and abroad,
or else we shall perish. In time of Revolution
a democratic government may rely on terror.
Terror is nothing but justice, swift, severe
and inflexible; … and is used to meet the
most urgent needs of the fatherland. To curb
the enemies of Liberty through terror is the
right of the founder of the Republic.’

Activity
Compare the views of Desmoulins and Robespierre. How does
each one understand the use of state force? What does
Robespierre mean by ‘the war of liberty against tyranny’? How
does Desmoulins perceive liberty? Refer once more to Source C.
What did the constitutional laws on the rights of individuals lay
down? Discuss your views on the subject in class.

Source D

New words

Treason – Betrayal of one’s country or
government

There is no hereditary monarchy. You can try and find out about some
other countries that are republics and investigate when and how they
became so.

Louis XVI was sentenced to death by a court on the charge of
treason. On 21 January 1793 he was executed publicly at the
Place de la Concorde. The queen Marie Antoinette met with the
same fate shortly after.

3.1 The Reign of Terror

The period from 1793 to 1794 is referred to as the Reign of
Terror. Robespierre followed a policy of severe control and
punishment. All those whom he saw as being ‘enemies’ of the
republic – ex-nobles and clergy, members of other political
parties, even members of his own party who did not agree with
his methods – were arrested, imprisoned and then tried by a
revolutionary tribunal. If the court found them ‘guilty’ they
were guillotined. The guillotine is a device consisting of two
poles and a blade with which a person is beheaded. It was named
after Dr Guillotin who invented it.

Robespierre’s government issued laws placing a maximum ceiling
on wages and prices. Meat and bread were rationed. Peasants
were forced to transport their grain to the cities and sell it at
prices fixed by the government. The use of more expensive white
flour was forbidden; all citizens were required to eat the pain
d’égalité (equality bread), a loaf made of wholewheat. Equality
was also sought to be practised through forms of speech and
address. Instead of the traditional Monsieur (Sir) and Madame
(Madam) all French men and women were henceforth Citoyen
and Citoyenne (Citizen). Churches were shut down and their
buildings converted into barracks or offices.

Robespierre pursued his policies so relentlessly that even his
supporters began to demand moderat ion. Finally, he was
convicted by a court in July 1794, arrested and on the next day
sent to the guillotine.
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ÑΘϕƒςλ Φτ[ôο Φτ∴>

ΒςηÓ úΞßΣγΟ ΚÚιÕχΚρ ×ςγ′ΚςΤô∴
Σιƒ↔ûΚΥôΖν Κô♥οúΩ ùΟυùΤΖ←τυ
0682ο •θΚηΟΞσ[û ΦÝƒ∴ôν− ≅Ξν
♦σΚôΩ ΞτØû[ Αγ′♠ο çχ€ο
ΒΟκΣγΟôν−
 ÑΘϕƒςλ ΦτΣÕ ΙÚ Σε′Ζλ ÏΨϕûΘ
úΣôτ[Õ ≅Õ ΙÝχΚλ Φτàλ ♣ûΩûΥ
Θôη⁄ ΣχÏΞ♣ûΩû ≅ûΟΥ úΞηÓλ−
ÑΘϕƒςλ ΦτΣΘσÏ Τ€θε′+ ′ϕΘû∴+
ΜΤιÕΞλ+ ¿ƒ+ Φτß ΣΩ ùΣôÚρ ΘÚλ
≅Õ ∆↔ûΤΚ↓τ ≅°↑κΣôÏλ− ¿ ∆τ
Φƒ↔Κ↓τ ′ςιûΘ ≅ßιÕ Ø⁄ιƒÚχΚΩôλ−
ΒûΘ Á°Υ êνχΚιΘ∴λ úΞß ∆ηΟô>
ΙÚ Τ±Θτ Θτ ∆[↑∴ν +
ΡηΣνΚ↓Ο♥ÚϕÕ Ïû[ϕΘΣγΜλ 0/ úΣûς
Φƒ↔ΚΖôΚ Τôσ[ôΤο ΣôνιÕχ ùΚôρΖ
∆τ∴ôο Ø⁄ÙΤô> 0863ο ♦κςΞ↔ 6ο
ςôκυ♦Υν ΚηùΞτ_±ο ΙÚ ∆ûς
♣Κθιƒ∴ôν− ♦τ∴ν− ΒÕ υΤô±Σν

ë±Ξν_ο Φτàλ
ù Μ µ ƒ ι Θ ô ↓ ο
ùΞ↓♠ΟκΣγΟÕ−

≅Θτ ΚÚιÕ
Θôτ ΘςκΣγÓρΖÕ+

Τ χ ΚΖ ô γ ′ûΥ
♣ û Ω ♣ ß ι Θ Ü λ −
Ι Ú δ € ûΠ χ Κ Ü λ
∋ùΜµΞΘσÏ Ττ Ρôλ(
≅ ς ′ Υ Ω û Τ κ ×
Øû[♠ο ≅ûΤƒΥô∴

Αγ′ûΥ ≅ûΟΞΘσÏλ Øτ Ρôλ
ùΚôÓδúΚôτûΤχùΚƒςô∴ ÑΘϕƒςκúΣôûς
Ø⁄ÜχÏχ ùΚôηÓ Ξς úΞηÓλ−
∆ρΡôγ⁄Ûλ ≅Υο Ρôγ⁄Ûλ  Ï⁄ΥςÑχÏ
Φƒςô∴ ΣûΚΞνΚûΖ ≅→χΚ úΞηÓλ−
ΒοΩô↑γΟôο Ρôλ ≅→ϕÕ ↑ÓúΞôλ− ×ςγ′
ΚôΩιƒτ ΙÚ ΤχΚΖôγ′ ≅ςΜôδΚλ
ΞτØû[ Αγ′ Øû[ΚûΖ ♦τΣσ[Ωôλ−
ΞτØû[ ΦτΣÕ ¿ƒ+ úΞΚλ+ Κ⁄∴ Τσßλ
ùΡ€θε′ι ΘτûΤÙûΟΥÕ−

−−−ΘϕûΘ ♣Ωιƒτ ♥ΚÜλ ≅ΞΜςι
úΘûΞΚûΖ  ΜϕƒχΚ ΣΥτΣÓιΘκΣÓλ
ΣΥδΚςιƒτ Ξô♠ΩôΚ ÑΘϕƒςιƒσùΚƒςô∴
Φƒ↔ΚûΖιΘÓιΘο ΦτΣÕ Ï⁄ΥςûΜ
♣ß↑ΥΞ↔τ ∆↔ûΤΥôÏλ−

ùΟυùΤΖ←τυ+ ςôκυ♦Υν Α€úΥô↔τ ΚÚιÕΚûΖ Ικ♦ΟÜλ− ≅ςÑ
≅ƒΚôςιûΘκ ΣΥτΣÓιÕΞûΘ ΙπùΞôÚΞÚλ ΦπΞôß ×↔ϕÕùΚôρΖ
úΞηÓλ− ςôκυ♦Υν ΚÚιÕκΣ⁄ ùΚôÓδúΚôηûΤχ ùΚƒςô∴
ÑΘϕƒςκúΣôν Φτ[ôο Φτ∴> ùΟµùΤΖ←τυ ÑΘϕƒςιûΘ ΦπΞôß
×↔ϕÕ  ùΚôηΟôν>  Β  ΑΘôςιûΘ  ÁηÓλ  ∆σßúΡôχΚÜλ−
≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ♦ο ΦϕΘ ΜγΟδΚρ Τ±ΘνΚ↓τ ∆↔ûΤΚûΖ
Ï°κ♦Ó€τ[∴> ∆δΚρ ΚÚιÕΚûΖ ΞÏκΣû[♠ο ΚΩϕÕûςΥôΟÜλ−

ΑΘôςλ Χ

×ƒΥ ùΜôσΚρ

úΘΜ ÕúςôΚλ , ΙÚΞν Ρôγ⁄σÏ ≅οΩÕ
≅ςΜôδΚιƒσÏ ùΜµÙλ ÕúςôΚλ−

ΣςλΣûς Ττ∴ςôγ′ ΒÚχΚôÕ− Ï⁄ΥςÑ ΡôÓΚΖôΚ ∆ρΖ ♦[
ΡôÓΚûΖχ ΚηΟ°ϕÕ ≅ûΞ ΦκúΣôÕ ΦπΞôß ΓσΣγΟ∴ ΦτΣûΘ
ΑµÜ ùΜµΚ−

úΘΜ ÕúςôΚλ Ïσ[ιƒσΚôΚ Σƒ∴ô[ôλ í♠χÏ ¿ƒΤτ[λ ΤςΠ
ΘηΟû∴ ↑ƒιΘÕ− ⊥∴Ξ↔ 10+ 0682 ο ♦úΖυ ⁄ Ωô ΚτΚôνγ
(Place De La Concorde)  Φτà♥Οιƒο ≅Ξν ùΞγΟ ùΞ↓♠ο
çχ€←ΟκΣγΟôν− ♦τ∴ν ♥ΚχÏß€Υ ΚôΩιƒúΩúΥ ςô∞ úΤ↔
≅ηΟôµù∴γÓλ ≅ÕúΣôτ[ ΘηΟû∴ûΥúΥ ùΣσ[ôν−

3.1 ΞτØû[ Αγ′χΚôΩλ

1793`1794 ΑηÓΚÞχÏ ΒûΟκΣγΟ ΚôΩιûΘ ΞτØû[ Αγ′ Φτß
áßΞν− ςôκυ♦Υν ¾↑ς ΚγÓκΣôÓ Τσßλ ΘηΟû∴ Øû[ûΥ
♦τΣσ°∴ôν− Ï⁄ΥςÑχÏ Φƒςô∴ΞνΚρ Φτß ≅Ξν ΚÚƒΥ
≅û∴ΞûςÙλ Øτ∴ôρ ♦ς×χΚρ+ ΤΘÏÚχΚρ ♦[ ≅ς′Υο
Κγ′♠∴ν+ Θτ Κγ′♠úΩúΥ ΒÚϕÕ ùΚôηÓ ≅ΞÚûΟΥ Øû[ΚûΖ
ΓσßχùΚôρΖôΘΞνΚρ úΣôτú[ôûς ûΚÕ ùΜµÕ ′û[♠ΩûΟιÕ
♦τ∴ν ×ςγ′ΚςΤô∴ ¿ƒΤτ[ιΘôο ↑Μô↔χΚκΣγΟ∴ν− ¿ƒ Ττ[λ
≅ΞνΚûΖ Ïσ[Ξô↓Κρ Φ∴ ≅°↑ιΘΘôο ≅ΞνΚρ ′ςεúΜΘλ
(Guillitined) ùΜµΥκΣγΟ∴ν− €οΩγ⁄τ ΦτΣÕ ΒςηÓ çηΚÞχÏ
ΒûΟ♠ο ΙÚ ≅↔Ξôρ ∋♦úΖÓ( ùΣôÚιΘκΣγΟ ΘûΩûΥ Õη⁄χÏλ
ΙÚ ΚÚ↑ΥôÏλ−  ΒΘû∴ ΟôχΟν €οΩ⁄τ ΦτΣΞν ΚηΟ°ϕΘΘôο
ΒÕ ≅Ξν ùΣΥςôúΩúΥ ≅ûΨχΚκΣÓ€[Õ−

ςôκυ♦Υ↔τ ≅ςΜôδΚλ+  ΕƒΥδΚρ+ ↑ûΩΚρ ÁÕ ≅ƒΚΣγΜ
∆εΜ Ξςλ♦û∴ ↑ƒχÏλ ΜγΟδΚûΖ ùΞ↓♠γΟÕ− Τô♥Μλ+ ùςôγ⁄
Α€ΥΞσ°σÏ Σδ•Ó ↑ƒιΘ∴ν− ↑ΞΜô♠Κρ ↑ûΖ↑ιΘ Θô±ΥιûΘ
ΡΚςδΚÞχÏ úΣôχÏΞςιÕ ùΜµÕ ≅ςΜôδΚλ ♣νΠ♠ιΘ ↑ûΩχÏ
↑σÏλΣ⁄ ΚγΟôΥκΣÓιƒ∴ν− ≅ƒΚ ↑ûΩ ùΚôηΟ ùΞρûΖ
Τô↑û∴ ΣΥτΣÓιÕΞûΘ ΘûΟùΜµΘ∴ν− ΤχΚρ ≅û∴ΞÚλ ùΤôιΘ
úΚôÕûΤ ΤôΞôο ùΜµΘ ùςôγ⁄ΚûΖ ΤγÓúΤ ∆ηΠ úΞηÓλ−
∆ûς Τσßλ úΤûΟκ úΣεÑ úΣôτ[Ξσ°Ûλ ΜΤιÕΞιûΘκ ♦τΣσ[
úΞηÓùΤτß á°ΥÕ− ΣôςλΣ↔ΥΤôΚ ≅ûΨχΚκΣÓλ 'Τôτ×Υô'
∋Μôν( úΤΟλ úΣôτ[Ξσ°σÏ ΣƒΩôΚ ♦ùςφÑ ΑηΚûΖ '′úΟôùΥτ'
Φτßλ ùΣηΚûΖ '′úΟôùΥτ±' ∋Ï⁄ΤχΚρ( Φτßλ ≅ûΨχΚ
úΞηÓλ− ΜνεÑΚûΖ ê⁄↑γÓ ≅Ξσ°τ Κγ⁄ΟδΚûΖ
ΒςôÔΞιƒσÏλ ≅ςΜôδΚ ≅ÛΞΩΚδΚÞχÏλ ΘϕÕ ↑γΟ∴ν−

ςôκυ♦Υν Θτ Øû[ΚûΖ ΦπΞΖÜ ϑµ↑τ° ùΜΥοΣÓιƒ∴ôν
Φτ[ôο ≅ΞÚûΟΥ ΑΘςΞôΖνΚÞλ ′°ΘΖÜ ΘΖν↑û∴ ♦τΣσ[
úΞηÓùΤτß á[ιùΘôΟδ€∴ν− ΒßƒΥôΚ 0683 ⊥øûΩ♠ο
¿ƒΤτ[ιΘôο ςôκυ♦Υν Ïσ[Ξô↓ Φ∴ ♣ì♦χΚκΣγΟôν− ∆Ο∴⁄ΥôΚ
≅Ξûς ûΚÕ ùΜµÕ ≅ÓιΘ Ρô↓úΩúΥ ùΚοΩ⁄τ Ξô♠ΩôΚ
ùΚôτß ↑γΟ∴ν−

ùΜΥο
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Fig.11 – The revolutionary government sought to mobilise the loyalty of its subjects through various means – one of
them was the staging of festivals like this one. Symbols from civilisations of ancient Greece and Rome were used to convey
the aura of a hallowed history. The pavilion on the raised platform in the middle carried by classical columns was made of
perishable material that could be dismantled. Describe the groups of people, their clothes, their roles and actions. What
impression of a revolutionary festival does this image convey?

3.2 A Directory Rules France

The fall of the Jacobin government allowed the wealthier middle classes
to seize power. A new constitution was introduced which denied the
vote to non-propertied sections of society. It provided for two elected
legislative councils. These then appointed a Directory, an executive made
up of five members. This was meant as a safeguard against the
concentration of power in a one-man executive as under the Jacobins.
However, the Directors often clashed with the legislative councils, who
then sought to dismiss them. The political instability of the Directory
paved the way for the rise of a military dictator, Napoleon Bonaparte.

Through all these changes in the form of government, the ideals of
freedom, of equality before the law and of fraternity remained inspiring
ideals that motivated political movements in France and the rest of Europe
during the following century.
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ΣΟλ 00 ×ςγ′ ≅ςΜôδΚλ ΣοúΞß Ξ→Øû[Κρ Ξô♠ΩôΚ Θτ ΤχΚ↓τ ≅ςÑκ Σσ°û∴ ƒςγΟ
♣û∴ιΘÕ , ≅Ξσ°ο Ιτß ΒÕúΣôτß ƒÚ↑ΨôχΚûΖ ΡΟιÕΞΘôÏλ− ΣηûΟΥ €Ãυ+ úςôλ
ΡôΚ↔ΚδΚÞχÏ úΜνϕΘ Ι↓ ΤΥΤô∴ ΞςΩôσß ×Κθ♥χΚ ùΚôηΟôγΟιûΘι ùΘ↔↑χÏλ ′τ∴δΚûΖκ
ΣΥτΣÓιÕΘο+ Τιƒ♠ο ∆ΥςΤô∴ ≅ςδ€τ ÁÕ ΘσΚô←Κ ≅⁄κΣûΟ♠ο ≅ΨΚô∴ çηΚρ ∆ρΖ
ΤηΟΣιûΘ ∆ÚΞôχ€∴ν− ΤχΚρ ΜêΚιƒ∴ν ΓσÏλ ΣôιƒςδΚρ+ ΑûΟΚρ ùΜΥσΣôÓΚρ Σσ°
↑Ξ↔χΚÜλ− Βκ×ςγ′ΚςΤô∴ ΣΟλ ΡΤχÏ ΞΨδÏλ ΚÚιÕ Φτ∴>

3.2 ♦ςôτ′ο ûΟςχΟ↔ Αγ′
ú⊥χúΚô♦τ ≅ςÑ Åθε′χÏκ♦τ ùΜοΞϕΘ ΒûΟιΘςκ ♦↔Ü
≅ƒΚôςιûΘ ûΚκΣσ°ΥÕ− ΜØΘôΥιƒο ùΜôιÕ ΒοΩôΘ
♦↔↑∴ÚχÏ ΞôχÏ↔ûΤ ΒοΩôΤο ùΜµΘ ×ƒΥ
≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟιûΘ ≅°ØΚκΣÓιƒ∴ôν− ΒÕ
úΘνϕùΘÓχΚκΣγΟ ΒςηÓ ΜγΟι ùΘôÏƒΚÞχÏ Ξôµκ×
ΞΨδ€ΥÕ− ΒÕ ΗϕÕ ∆ßκ♦∴ν ùΚôηΟ ùΜΥο♣νΞôΚι
Õû[Υô∴ ûΟςχΟ↔ûΥ ♣Υ♥ιΘÕ − ú⊥ôúΚô♦τ
≅ςΜôδΚιûΘκ úΣôτß ≅ƒΚôςλ Ιúς ΡΣ↔Ολ
Ï↑ϕƒÚχΚôΤο ΣôνιÕχ ùΚôρΞΘσÏ ΒϕΘ Øû[ûΥκ
♦τΣσ°∴ν− Α∴ôο ûΟςχΟ↔ ≅⁄χΚ⁄ ΜγΟΜûΣ
ΜδΚδΚÞΟτ ΜηûΟ♠γÓχ ùΚôη⁄ÚκΣν− ≅Θ∴ôο
≅ΞνΚûΖ ¿χ€↑γΟ∴ν− ûΟςχΟν Αγ′ Øû[♠τ ≅ς′Υο
∆ßƒ♠τûΤ ùΡκúΣô←Υτ úΣô∴Σôνγ ΒςôÔΞ
ΜνΞôƒΚô↔ΥôΚ ∆ÚΞôΞΘσÏ ÕûΠ×↔ϕΘÕ−

≅ςΜôδΚ Ξ⁄Ξιƒο ΓσΣγΟ ΒϕΘ Τôσ[δΚρ
≅û∴ιƒτ Ξô♠ΩôΚÜλ ÑΘϕƒςιƒτ Ï°χúΚôρΚρ
ΜγΟιƒτ Øτ ΜΤλ+ ΜúΚôΘςιÕΞλ ΕχΚêγÓλ
ùΚôρûΚΚΖôΚ Τô°∴− ΒûΞ ♦ϕûΘΥ èσ[ôη⁄ο
♦ςôτÑΟτ ΤγÓ♥τ° ΗúςôκΣô↑τ ♦[ ≅ς′Υο
ΒΥχΚδΚÞχÏλ ΕχΚΤ↓ιΘ∴−
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4 Did Women have a Revolution?

Fig.12 – Parisian women on their way to Versailles.
This print is one of the many pictorial representations of the events of 5 October 1789, when women marched to Versailles
and brought the king back with them to Paris.

From the very beginning women were active participants in the events
which brought about so many important changes in French society.
They hoped that their involvement would pressurise the revolutionary
government to introduce measures to improve their lives. Most
women of the third estate had to work for a living. They worked as
seamstresses or laundresses, sold flowers, fruits and vegetables at the
market, or were employed as domestic servants in the houses of
prosperous people. Most women did not have access to education or
job training. Only daughters of nobles or wealthier members of the
third estate could study at a convent, after which their families
arranged a marriage for them. Working women had also to care for
their families, that is, cook, fetch water, queue up for bread and
look after the children. Their wages were lower than those of men.

In order to discuss and voice their interests women started their own
political clubs and newspapers. About sixty women’s clubs came up
in different French cities. The Society of Revolutionary and
Republican Women was the most famous of them. One of their

Activity
Describe the persons represented in
Fig. 12 – their actions, their postures, the
objects they are carrying. Look carefully to
see whether all of them come from the
same social group. What symbols has the
artist included in the image? What do they
stand for? Do the actions of the women
reflect traditional ideas of how women
were expected to behave in public? What
do you think: does the artist sympathise
with the women’s activities or is he critical
of them? Discuss your views in the class.
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3−  ùΣηΚρ ×ςγ′ ùΜµΘ∴ςô>

ΣΟλ 01 ùΞνûΜουχÏε ùΜοÛλ Σô↔υ ùΣηΚρ− ΒπúΞô↑Υλ 0678 ≅χúΟôΣν 4ο
ùΣηΚρ ùΞνûΜουχÏε ùΜτß ΘδΚÞΟτ ΘδΚÞûΟΥ Ττ∴ûς Σô↔ÑχÏ ùΚôηÓ
ùΜοÛλ Κôγ′−

♦ùςφÑ ΜØΘôΥιƒο Øχ€Υ Τôσ[δΚûΖχ ùΚôηÓ ΞϕΘ
≅û∴ιÕ ♣ΚθÜΚ↓ο ùΣηΚρ ØΘ←←ÚϕúΘ ÑßÑßκΣôΚ
ΣδúΚσ[∴ν− ΒΞσ°ο ΘôδΚρ ΣδÏùΚôρΞΘτ Ξô♠ΩôΚ
ΘδΚÞûΟΥ ΞôθΞôΘôςιƒσΚôΚ ∆ûΨχΚ úΞη⁄ΥΘô♠σß
ΑûΟΚρ ûΘιΘο+ ÕûΞιΘο úΣôτ[ Σ∞ΚûΖε ùΜµΘ∴ν−
≅ƒΚ ΜΘÅΘκ ùΣηΚρ ΜϕûΘΚ↓ο éχΚρ+ ΣΨδΚρ+
ΚôµΚ°ΚûΖ ↑σ[∴ν− ≅ΞνΚ↓ο ùΣÚλΣôΩô∴ΞνΚÞχÏ
Κο↑+ úΞûΩΞôµκ× Α€ΥûΞ €ûΟχΚ↑οûΩ− ♦ς×χΚρ
Τσßλ êτ[ôλ ΦυúΟγ⁄τ ùΜοΞϕΘνΚ↓τ ΤΚρΚÞχÏ
ΤγÓλ ΚôτùΞτγΚ↓ο Σ⁄χÏλ Ξôµκ× €ûΟιΘÕ− ♦τ∴ν
≅ΞνΚ↓τ ÏÓλΣδΚρ ≅ΞνΚÞχÏ ƒÚΤΠιûΘ ΓσΣôÓ
ùΜµΘ∴ν− ∆ûΨχÏλ ùΣηΚÞλ ΘδΚÞûΟΥ ÏÓλΣιûΘ
ΣςôΤ↔χΚ úΞη⁄♠ÚϕΘÕ ≅ΘôΞÕ ΜûΤιΘο+ ¿νùΚôηÓ
ΞÚΘο ùςôγ⁄ΚÞχΚôΚ Ξ↔ûΜ♠ο ♣σ[ο Τσßλ ΘδΚ↓τ
ÏΨϕûΘΚûΖ ΚΞ±ιΘο+ ≅ΞνΚ↓τ ΕƒΥδΚρ
ΑηΚ↓τ ΕƒΥδΚûΖ ↑ΟχÏû[Ü−

ΘδΚÞûΟΥ ↑ÚκΣδΚûΖ ΚΩϕÕûςΥôΟÜλ Ïςο
ΦÝκΣÜλ ùΣηΚρ ΘδΚÞûΟΥ ÑΥ ≅ς′Υο ÏÝχΚûΖÙλ+
ùΜµƒιΘôρΚûΖÙλ ùΘôΟδ€∴ν− ♦ςôτ′υ ΣοúΞß
ΡΚςδΚ↓ο ÑΤôν 5/ ùΣηΚ↓τ ÏÝχΚρ ΓσΣÓιΘκΣγΟ∴−
≅Ξσ°ο ×ςγ′ Ï⁄ΥςÑ ΤΚ↓ν ΜδΚλ Society of  Revoluti
onary and Republican ♥ΚÜλ ×ΚθùΣσß ↑Ζδ€ΥÕ−

ΣΟλ 01ο Ï°κ♦ΟκΣγΟ ΡΣνΚûΖκ Σσ° ↑Ξ↔−
≅ΞνΚÞûΟΥ ΡΟΞ⁄χûΚΚρ+ ♣ûΩΚρ+
≅ΞνΚρ ÑΤχÏλ ùΣôÚγΚûΖ  ΚΞ∴ØΟτ
∆σßúΡôχ€ ΒΞνΚρ ≅û∴ΞÚλ Ιúς ΜêΚκ
♦↔↑←ÚϕÕ ΞϕΘ∴ςô ΦτΣûΘ ΚΞ±χΚÜλ
ΣΟιƒο ΚûΩΝν ΦϕΘ ′τ∴δΚûΖ
úΜνϕÕρΖôν> ΒûΞ ΦûΘχ Ï°χ€τ[∴>
ùΣηΚ↓τ ΡΟΞ⁄χûΚΚρ ùΣηΚρ ùΞ↓úΥ
ΦπΞôß  ΡΟϕÕ ùΚôρΖ úΞηÓλ Φτàλ
Μλ♦ςΘôΥ ′ϕΘû∴ΚûΖ ΚôγÓ€[Θô> ¿δΚρ
Φτ∴ ♣û∴χ€ÈνΚρ> ΚûΩΝν ùΣηΚ↓τ
ùΜΥσΣôÓΚÞχÏ ΚÚûΠ ΚôγÓ€[ôςô>
ΒοûΩΥô> ≅ΞνΚûΖ ↑Τν′χÏλ
ΞÏκΣû[♠ο ∆δΚρ ΚÚιÕχΚûΖ
ΡηΣνΚ↓Ολ ΚΩϕÕûςΥôΟÜλ−

ùΜΥο
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main demands was that women enjoy the same political rights as men.
Women were disappointed that the Constitution of 1791 reduced them
to passive citizens. They demanded the right to vote, to be elected to the
Assembly and to hold political office. Only then, they felt, would their
interests be represented in the new government.

In the early years, the revolutionary government did introduce laws that
helped improve the lives of women. Together with the creation of state
schools, schooling was made compulsory for all girls. Their fathers could
no longer force them into marriage against their will. Marriage was made
into a contract entered into freely and registered under civil law. Divorce
was made legal, and could be applied for by both women and men.
Women could now train for jobs, could become artists or run small
businesses.

Women’s struggle for equal political rights, however, continued. During
the Reign of Terror, the new government issued laws ordering closure
of women’s clubs and banning their political activities. Many prominent
women were arrested and a number of them executed.

Women’s movements for voting rights and equal wages continued through
the next two hundred years in many countries of the world. The fight for
the vote was carried out through an international suffrage movement
during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. The example of
the political activities of French women during the revolutionary years
was kept alive as an inspiring memory. It was finally in 1946 that women
in France won the right to vote.

The life of a revolutionary woman – Olympe de Gouges
(1748-1793)

Olympe de Gouges was one of the most important of the politically
active women in revolutionary France. She protested against the
Constitution and the Declaration of Rights of Man and Citizen as
they excluded women from basic rights that each human being was
entitled to. So, in 1791, she wrote a Declaration of the Rights of
Woman and Citizen, which she addressed to the Queen and to the
members of the National Assembly, demanding that they act upon
it. In 1793, Olympe de Gouges criticised the Jacobin government
for forcibly closing down women’s clubs. She was tried by the
National Convention, which charged her with treason. Soon after
this she was executed.

Source E
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ΙÚ ×ςγ′κ ùΣη∞τ ΞôθχûΚ (1748`1793) Ι←λúΣ ⁄ ùΚΖ⊥υ

♦ςôτ′τ ×ςγ′ΚςΤô∴ ≅ς′Υ←ο ÑßÑßκΣôΚ ΣδÏΞ€ιΘΞν
ùΣηΚ↓τ Øχ€ΥΤô∴Ξν Ι←λúΣ ⁄ ùΚΖ⊥υ− ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ♦τ
ÁÕλ Αη Ï⁄Ù↔ûΤ ≅°↑κ♦τ ÁÕλ ≅Ξν Θτ ΦƒνκûΣ
ùΘ↔↑ιΘôν− Γù∴±ο ≅ΞνΚρ ΙπùΞôÚ Ï⁄ΤΚàχÏλ ∆↔ûΤΥôΚ
∆ρΖ ≅⁄κΣûΟ ∆↔ûΤΚ↓ο ΒÚϕÕ ùΣηΚûΖ ↑Ωχ€∴ν−
≅Θ∴ôο+ 0680ο ≅Ξν ùΣηΚ↓τ Ï⁄Ù↔ûΤ ≅°↑κûΣ ΦÝƒ∴ôν−
≅Ξν ΒûΘ Βςô∞χÏλ úΘ′Υ ΜγΟ ΜûΣ ∆ßκ♦∴νΚÞχÏλ
ùΘ↔↑ιÕ ≅ΞνΚρ ≅Θτ ÁÕ ΡΟΞ⁄χûΚ ΦÓχΚ úΞηÓùΤτß
úΚô↔χûΚ ↑ÓιΘôν− 0682ο Ι←λúΣ ⁄ ùΚΖ⊥υ+ ùΣηΚρ
ÏÝχΚûΖ ΞÛχΚγΟôΥΤôΚ ê⁄↑Ó€τ[∴ν Φτß ú⊥úΚô♦τ
≅ςΜôδΚιƒτ ÁÕ Ïσ[λ ÑΤιƒ∴ôν− ≅Ξν ÁÕ úΘ′Υ ΚηùΞτ_τ
úΘΜιÕúςôΚ ΞΨχÏ ÑΤιƒ ↑ΜôςûΠ ùΜµΘÕ− ♦τ∴ν ≅Ξûς
çχ€←γΟ∴ν−

ΑΘôςλ ∆

≅ΞνΚ↓τ Øχ€ΥΤô∴ úΚô↔χûΚΚ↓ο Ιτß+ ΑηΚÞχÏε
ΜΤΤôΚ ≅ς′Υο ∆↔ûΤΚûΖ ùΣηΚÞλ ≅àΣ↑χΚ úΞηÓλ
ΦτΣΘôÏλ− 0680 ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟλ ≅ΞνΚûΖ ùΜΥοΣΟô
Ï⁄ΤχΚΖôΚε ùΜµΘΘôο ùΣηΚρ ΓΤôσ[ιƒσÏρΖô∴ôνΚρ−
ΞôχÏ↔ûΤ+ ΜγΟΜûΣχÏ úΣôγ⁄♠Óλ ∆↔ûΤ ΜγΟΜûΣ♠ο
ΣΘ↑ùΣßλ ∆↔ûΤ Α€ΥûΞ úΞηÓλ Φτß ≅ΞνΚρ
úΣôςô⁄∴ν− ≅κúΣôÕ ×ƒΥ ≅ςΜôδΚιΘôο ΘδΚÞûΟΥ
ΡΩτΚÞχÏ ♦ςƒ♣ƒιÕΞλ €ûΟχÏλ Φτß ΚÚƒ∴ν−

ùΘôΟχΚ ΑηÓΚ↓ο ×ςγ′ ≅ςΜôδΚλ ùΣηΚ↓τ
ΞôθχûΚûΥ Øτú∴σßΞΘσÏ ΣΥτΣÓλ ΜγΟδΚûΖ
≅°ØΚκΣÓιƒΥÕ− ≅ςΜôδΚκ Σρ↓ΚûΖ ΓσΣÓιƒΥúΘôÓ
ΤγÓ♥τ° ùΣη ÏΨϕûΘΚÞχÏ Κο↑ûΥχ ΚγΟôΥΤôχ€∴ν−
ùΣσú[ôν ΘδΚ↓τ ↑ÚκΣιƒσúΚσΣ ƒÚΤΠλ ùΜµΞûΘ
¿χ€↑γΟ∴ν− ƒÚΤΠλ ΦτΣÕ ÑΘϕƒςΤôΚ ùΜµÕ ùΚôρÞλ
ΙκΣϕΘΤôÏλ− ΒûΘ Ï⁄Ù↔ûΤ ΜγΟιƒτ •θ ΣƒÜ ùΜµΥ
úΞηÓλ− ùΣηΚρ ΒκúΣôÕ úΞûΩ Ξôµκ♦σΚôΚ Σ♠σ′
ùΣ[Ωôλ− ≅ΞνΚρ ΚûΩΝνΚΖôΚúΞô ≅οΩÕ ′ß
↑ΥôΣô↔ΚΖôΚúΞô ΒÚχΚΩôλ−

ΜΤΤô∴ ≅ς′Υο ∆↔ûΤΚÞχΚôΚ ùΣηΚ↓τ
úΣôςôγΟλ ùΘôΟνϕÕ ΞτØû[ Αγ′♠τúΣôÕ ùΣηΚ↓τ
ÏÝχΚρ êΟκΣγÓ ≅ΞνΚÞûΟΥ ≅ς′Υο ΡΟΞ⁄χûΚΚρ
ΘûΟ ùΜµÕ ×ƒΥ ≅ςΜôδΚλ ΜγΟδΚûΖ ΒΥσ°ΥÕ−
ùΣÚλΣôΩô∴ ♦ςΣΩΤô∴ ùΣηΚûΖ ′û[♠ΩûΟιΘ∴ν−
≅ΞνΚÞχÏ ΤςΠ ΘηΟû∴ ↑ƒχΚκΣγΟÕ−

≅Θτ ♦τ∴ν ∆ΩΚλ ØÝΞÕλ ΣοúΞß ΡôÓΚ↓ο
èσ[ôηÓΚρ Ξûς ùΣηΚρ ΞôχÏ↔ûΤχΚôΚ+ ΜΤΤô∴
ΕƒΥδΚÞχΚôΚ úΣôςôγΟδΚûΖ ùΘôΟνϕΘ∴ν− 08Αλ
èσ[ôη⁄τ Βßƒ♠Ûλ 1/ Αλ èσ[ôη⁄τ ùΘôΟχΚιƒÛλ
ΞôχÏ↔ûΤχΚôΚ ΜνΞúΘΜ ΞôχÏ↔ûΤ ΒΥχΚλ ùΘôΟνϕΘÕ−
×ςγ′ ΚôΩιƒο ♦ùςφÑ ùΣηΚ↓τ ≅ς′Υο ùΜΥσΣôÓΚρ
∆σΜôΚ êγÓλ ΞûΚ♠ο Βτßλ ♣û∴↑ο ùΚôρΖκΣÓ€[Õ−
♦ùςφÑκ ùΣηΚÞχÏ ΒßƒΥôΚ 0835ο ΞôχÏ↔ûΤ
€ûΟιΘÕ−
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Activity

Source F

Some of the basic rights set forth in Olympe de Gouges’
Declaration.
1. Woman is born free and remains equal to man in rights.
2. The goal of all political associations is the preservation of the natural

rights of woman and man: These rights are liberty, property, security,
and above all resistance to oppression.

3. The source of all sovereignty resides in the nation, which is nothing
but the union of woman and man.

4. The law should be the expression of the general will; all female and
male citizens should have a say either personally or by their
representatives in its formulation; it should be the same for all. All
female and male citizens are equally entitled to all honours
and public employment according to their abilities and without any
other distinction than that of their talents.

5. No woman is an exception; she is accused, arrested, and detained in
cases determined by law. Women, like men, obey this rigorous law.

Compare the manifesto drafted by Olympe de
Gouges (Source F) with the Declaration of the
Rights of Man and Citizen (Source C).

In 1793, the Jacobin politician Chaumette
sought  to  justify  the  closure  of  women’s
clubs on the following grounds:
‘Has Nature entrusted domestic duties to
men? Has she given us breasts to nurture
babies?
No.
She said to Man:
Be a man. Hunting, agriculture, political duties
… that is your kingdom.
She said to Woman:
Be a woman … the things of the household,
the sweet duties of motherhood – those
are your tasks.
Shameless are those women, who wish to
become men. Have not duties been fairly
distributed?’

Fig.13 – Women queuing up at a bakery.

Activity
Imagine yourself to be one of the women in Fig. 13. Formulate a
response to the arguments put forward by Chaumette (Source G).

Source G
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ΑΘôςλ Ε

Ι←λúΣ ⁄ ùΚΖ⊥υ Θτ ≅°↑κ♦ο Ï°κ♦γΟ ′Ω
≅⁄κΣûΟ ∆↔ûΤΚρ
1. ùΣη ÑΘϕƒςιÕΟτ ♦[χ€τ[ôρ− ≅ΞÞχÏ

ΑηΚÞχÏ ΜΤΤô∴ ∆↔ûΤΚρ ∆ρΖ∴−
2. Αη+ ùΣηΚ↓τ ΒΥσûΚ ∆↔ûΤΚ↓τ ΣôÕΚôκ×

ΦτΣÕ ≅û∴ιÕ ≅ς′Υο ΜδΚδΚ↓τ úΡôχΚΤôÏλ−
≅ûΞ 9 ÑΘϕƒςλ+ ùΜôιÕ+ ΣôÕΚôκ× úΣôτ[ ∆↔ûΤΚÞλ
ΦοΩôΞσû[Ùλ ↑Ο Øχ€ΥΤô∴ΘôΚ ≅ΟχÏ Øû[ûΥ
ΦƒνχÏλ ∆↔ûΤ−

3. Αη ùΣη ΜΤιÕΞιÕΟτ ΓσΣγΟ Ρôγ⁄σúΚ
Βû[ΥôηûΤ ∆ρΖÕ−

4. ùΣôÕ ΤχΚ↓τ ΚÚιÕ ùΞ↓κΣÓιÕΞúΘ ΜγΟλ− Αη+
ùΣη Ï⁄ΤχΚρ ≅û∴ΞÚλ ≅ûΘ Ξ⁄ΞûΤκΣƒο
Θ±ιúΘô ≅οΩÕ ΘδΚÞûΟΥ ♦ςƒ♣ƒΚρ Ξô♠ΩôΚúΞô
ΘδΚ↓τ ΚÚιÕΚûΖ ùΞ↓κΣÓιΘΩôλ− ΒÕ
≅û∴ΞÚχÏλ ΜΤΤôΚ ΒÚιΘο úΞηÓλ− Αη+ ùΣη
Ï⁄ΤχΚρ ≅û∴ΞÚλ ≅ΞςΞν ƒ[ûΤΚρ+
ÖηΠ°ÜΚÞχúΚσΣ Τ↔ΥôûΘ+ ≅ςÑκΣ∞Κρ
ùΣßΞΘσÏ ΘÏƒΥô∴ΞνΚρ− ≅ςÑκΣ∞χΚô∴ úΘν↑ο
≅ΞνΚ↓τ ƒ[ûΤΚρ Θ↑ς úΞù[ûΘÙλ ΚΠχ€ο
ùΚôρΖΤôγΟôνΚρ−

Τ±Θ Τσßλ Ï⁄Ù↔ûΤ ≅°↑κ×
∋ΑΘôςλ Β( Οτ Ι←λúΣ ⁄ ùΚΖ⊥υ
Ξ⁄ΞûΤιΘ ≅°↑κ♦û∴ Ικ♦ΟÜλ
∋ΑΘôςλ Ε(

1793ο ú⊥úΚô♦τ ≅ς′ΥοΞôƒ ùΜΖùΤγ
Βχ•θΚôÔλ ΚôςΠδΚΖôο ùΣηΚ↓τ
ÏÝχΚûΖ ê⁄ ↑γΟΘôΚ Ï°κ♦γΟôν−

ΒΥσûΚΥô∴Õ ΑηΚÞχÏ
ÏÓλΣιƒτ ΚΟûΤΚûΖ ΙκΣûΟιΘΘô> ≅Õ
ΡλûΤ Σôο ùΚôÓιÕ ΚôκΣôσßλΣ⁄χ
á°ΥΘô>
ΒοûΩ

ΑÔΟτ ΒπΞôß á°ΥÕ −
"ΑΠôΚ ΒÚ− úΞγûΟ+ ↑ΞΜôΥλ+ ≅ς′Υο
Α€ΥûΞ  ∆τ ΚΟûΤΚρ+  ≅ÕúΞ  ∆τ
Βςôϖ≥ΥΤôÏλ"−

≅Õ ùΣηÔΟτ ΒπΞôß á°ΥÕ−
"ùΣηΠôΚ ΒÚ− ÅγÓκΣ∞Κρ

ΘôµûΤ♠τ Β±Υ ùΣôßκ×Κρ− ≅ÕúΞ ∆τ
ΚΟûΤΚρ"−

ΑηΚρúΣôο ΡΟϕÕ ùΚôρΖ
♣û∴χÏλ ùΣηΚρ ùΞγΚκΣΟ úΞηÓλ−
≅ΞςΞν ΚΟûΤΚρ ′[ϕΘ Øû[♠ο Σ€νϕÕ
≅↓χΚκΣΟ ↑οûΩΥô>

ΣΟλ 02 ùςôγ⁄χ ΚûΟ♠ο Ξ↔ûΜ♠ο ΚôιƒÚχΚλ ùΣηΚρ

ΣΟλ 02ο ∆ρΖ ùΣηΚ↓ο ΙÚΞςôΚ ∆τû∴ Ε€ιÕχ
ùΚôρ− ùΜΖùΤγΟôο ØτùΤô→ΥκΣγΟ ↑ΞôΘδΚÞχÏ
ΣƒοΚûΖ Ξ⁄ΞûΤχΚÜλ−

ΑΘôςλ Φ

ùΜΥο

ùΜΥο
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5 The Abolition of Slavery

One of the most revolutionary social reforms of the Jacobin regime
was the abolition of slavery in the French colonies. The colonies in
the Caribbean – Martinique, Guadeloupe and San Domingo – were
important suppliers of commodities such as tobacco, indigo, sugar
and coffee. But the reluctance of Europeans to go and work in distant
and unfamiliar lands meant a shortage of labour on the plantations.
So this was met by a triangular slave trade between Europe, Africa
and the Americas. The slave trade began in the seventeenth century.
French merchants sailed from the ports of Bordeaux or Nantes to
the African coast, where they bought slaves from local chieftains.
Branded and shackled, the slaves were packed tightly into ships for
the three-month long voyage across the Atlantic to the Caribbean.
There they were sold to plantation owners. The exploitation of slave
labour made it possible to meet the growing demand in European
markets for sugar, coffee, and indigo. Port cities like Bordeaux and
Nantes owed their economic prosperity to the flourishing slave trade.

Throughout the eighteenth century there was little criticism of slavery
in France. The National Assembly held long debates about whether
the rights of man should be extended to all French subjects including
those in the colonies. But it did not pass any laws, fearing opposition
from businessmen whose incomes depended on the slave trade. It
was finally the Convention which in 1794 legislated to free all slaves
in the French overseas possessions. This, however, turned out to be
a short-term measure: ten years later, Napoleon reintroduced slavery.
Plantation owners understood their freedom as including the right
to enslave African Negroes in pursuit of their economic interests.
Slavery was finally abolished in French colonies in 1848.

Fig.14 – The emancipation of slaves.
This print of 1794 describes the emancipation
of slaves. The tricolour banner on top carries
the slogan: ‘The rights of man’. The
inscription below reads: ‘The freedom of the
unfree’. A French woman prepares to ‘civilise’
the African and American Indian slaves by
giving them European clothes to wear.

Record your impressions of this print
(Fig. 14). Describe the objects lying on the
ground. What do they symbolise? What
attitude does the picture express towards
non-European slaves?

New words

Negroes – A term used for the indigenous people of Africa
south of the Sahara. It is a derogatory term not in common use
any longer
Emancipation – The act of freeing
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4 ≅⁄ûΤιΘ∴ Ι→κ×

♦ùςφÑ Ï⁄♠Úκ×Κ↓ο ≅⁄ûΤιΘ∴ιûΘ Ι→κΣÕ ú⊥úΚô♦τ
Αγ′♠τ ♥ΚÜλ ×ςγ′ΚςΤô∴ ΜêΚ ≠νƒÚιΘδΚ↓ο
Ιτ[ôÏλ− ΚÃ♦Υτ Ï⁄♠Úκ×ΚΖô∴ Τôν⁄±χ+ ÏΞôùΟíκ
Τσßλ ΜôτúΟô♥δúΚô,úΣôτ[Ξσ°ο ×ûΚ♠ûΩ+ ¿Ω ΤÚϕÕ+
ΜνχΚûς + Κôκ♦ úΣôτ[ ùΣôÚγΚ↓τ Øχ€Υ
↑♣úΥôΚΘôςνΚΖôΞν− Ηúςôκ♦ΥνΚρ ùΘ↔ΥôΘ ùΘôûΩçςκ
ΣÏƒΚÞχÏε ùΜτß úΞûΩ ùΜµΞΘσÏ ↑ÚλΣôΘΘôο
úΘôγΟδΚ↓ο á←ΥôγΚρ Σσ[ôχÏû[ ΓσΣγΟÕ− ΒΘ∴ôο
ΗúςôκΣô Ακ↔χΚô+ ≅ùΤ↔χΚô Α€Ξσ°σ€ûΟúΥ ØχáγÓ
≅⁄ûΤ ↑ΥôΣôςλ ΡûΟ ùΣσ[Õ− 06Αλ èσ[ôη⁄ο ≅⁄ûΤ
↑ΥôΣôςλ ùΘôΟδΚκΣγΟÕ− ♦ùςφÑ ↑ΥôΣô↔Κρ úΣôν⁄ΥνΚρ
≅οΩÕ Ρôτ⁄υ Õû[ ØΚδΚ↓←ÚϕÕ Ακ↔χΚ ΚΟσΚûςχÏ
ΣΥΠλ ùΜµÕ ≅δÏρΖΞνΚρ ∆ρðν ΘûΩΞνΚ↓Ο♥ÚϕÕ
≅⁄ûΤΚûΖ ΞôδÏΞν− ≅⁄ûΤΚρ Φ∴ Øιƒûς♠ΟκΣγÓ+
Μδ€← úΣôΟκΣγÓ+ ΚγΟôΥκΣÓιΘκΣγΟ ≅⁄ûΤΚρ êτß
ΤôΘδΚρ ΣΥΠλ ùΜµÕ ≅γΩôη⁄χ€←ÚϕÕ ΚÃ♦Υτ
¾↑σÏε ùΜοΞν− ≅ΞνΚûΖ úΘôγΟ ∆↔ûΤΥôΖνΚÞχÏ
↑σΣν− ΜνχΚûς+ Κôκ♦+ ¿Ω ΤÚϕÕΚÞχÏ Ηúςôκ♦Υ
ΜϕûΘΚ↓ο ≅ƒΚ↔ιÕ ΞÚλ úΘûΞûΥ ♣û[Ü ùΜµΘο
≅⁄ûΤ ↑ΥôΣôςιΘôο ΜôιƒΥΤô∴Õ− úΣôνγ⁄ΥΚυ+ ΡôτùΟµ
úΣôτ[ Õû[ØΚ ΡΚςδΚûΖ ΘδΚÞûΟΥ ùΣôÚΖôΘôς
ΞΖνε′ûΥ ≅ûΟΞΘσÏχ ΚôςΠΤôΚ ≅⁄ûΤ ↑ΥôΣôςιƒσÏ
ΚΟτΣγ⁄ÚχÏλ−

07Αλ èσ[ôηÓ ØÝΞÕλ ♦ςôτ′τ ≅⁄ûΤι Θ∴ιƒτ
ÁÕ ↑ΤνΜ∴δΚρ ΒοûΩ Τ±Θ ∆↔ûΤΚûΖ ♦ùςφÑ
Ï⁄♠Úκ×Κ↓τ ≅û∴ιÕκ ♦↔Ü ΤχΚÞΟτ ♦ùςφÑ
Ï⁄ΤχΚρ ≅û∴ΞÚχÏλ ↑↔ΞôχΚ úΞηÓΤô ΒοûΩΥô
ΦτΣΘτ ÁÕ úΘ′Υ ΜγΟΜûΣ ¿ηΟ ΚôΩ ↑ΞôΘδΚûΖ
ΡΟιƒΥÕ− Α∴ôο ≅⁄ûΤ ↑ΥôΣôςιƒτ ÁÕ ΑΘôςκΣγÓ
ΞÚΞôµ ùΣßλ ↑ΥôΣô↔Κ↓Ο♥ÚϕÕ Φƒνκ×ΚÞχÏ ΣΥϕÕ+
ΦπΞûΚΥô∴ ΜγΟδΚûΖÙλ Ικ×χùΚôρΖ↑οûΩ− ΒßƒΥôΚ
ΚηùΞτ_τ ♦ùςφÑχΚôςνΚ↓τ ΚγÓκΣôγ⁄ο ∆ρΖ
≅ΥοΡôγÓ ≅⁄ûΤΚρ ≅û∴ΞÚλ ↑Ó↑κΣΘσÏ 0683ο
ΜγΟ♥Υσ°ΥÕ− Α∴ôο ΒÕ Ïß€Υ ΚôΩιƒσÏγΣγΟÕ− 0/
ΑηÓΚÞχÏ ♦τ∴ν ùΡκúΣô←Υτ ≅⁄ûΤιΘ∴ιûΘ
ÁηÓλ ≅°ØΚκΣÓιƒ∴ôν− úΘôγΟ ∆↔ûΤΥôΖνΚρ ΘδΚ↓τ
ùΣôÚΖôΘôς ΡτûΤΚÞχΚôΚ Ακ↔χΚ ¿χúςôχΚûΖ
≅⁄ûΤΚΖôΚ ♣Υ♥κΣÕ ΘδΚÞûΟΥ ∆↔ûΤ Φ∴χΚÚƒ∴ν−
ΒßƒΥôΚ 0737ο ♦ùςφÑ Ï⁄♠Úκ×Κ↓ο ≅⁄ûΤιΘ∴λ
¿χΚκΣγΟÕ−

ΣΟλ  03  9  ≅⁄ûΤΚ↓τ ↑ÓΘûΩ−  0683ο
ΒλØιƒûς ≅⁄ûΤΚ↓τ ↑ÓΘûΩûΥ
↑Ξ↔χ€[Õ− úΤúΩ ∆ρΖ êΞηΠχùΚô⁄ ÁÕ
Τ±Θ ∆↔ûΤΚρ Φτàλ ØΨχΚλ
ΦÝΘκΣγÓρΖÕ− •úΨ ∆ρΖ ΚοùΞγ⁄ο
ΒπΞôß ∆ρΖÕ− ΙÚ ♦ùςφÑκ ùΣη
Ακ↔χΚô+ ùΜπ↑ϕƒΥ ≅⁄ûΤΚÞχÏ Ηúςôκ♦Υ
ΑûΟΚûΖ ≅∞↑ιÕ ≅ΞνΚûΖ
ΡôΚÃΚΤûΟϕΘΞνΚΖôΚ ∆ÚΞôχÏΞΘσÏ
ØΥσ′ιΘÕ−

ΣΟλ 03τ ÁÕ ∆δΚÞûΟΥ ΚÚιÕΚûΖ
ùΘ↔↑χΚÜλ− ♣Ωιƒτ ÁÕ ΚôΠκΣÓλ
ùΣôÚγΚûΖ ↑Ξ↔χΚÜλ− ≅ûΞ ΦûΘ
≅ûΟΥôΖκΣÓιÕ€[Õ> Ηúςôκ♦Υ
≅⁄ûΤΚρ ≅οΩôΘΞνΚρ ÁÕ ΒκΣΟλ
ΦπΞûΚΥô∴ Τ∴κΣôδ€û∴ ùΞ↓κ
ΣÓιÕ€[Õ−

×ƒΥ ùΜôσΚρ

¿χúςôχΚρ+ Ακ↔χΚô↑ÛρΖ ΜΚôςô↑σÏ ùΘσ€ο
∆ρΖ ∆ρðν ΤχΚÞχΚôΚ ΣΥτΣÓιΘκΣÓλ ùΜôο
ΒÕ ùΣôÕΞôΚ ΣΥτΣôγ⁄←οΩôΘ ùΜôο− ↑ÓΘûΩ+
ÑΘϕƒςιûΘ ΓσΣÓιÕλ ùΜΥο−

ùΜΥο 9



100 The French RevolutionThe French Revolution100

Activity

6 The Revolution and Everyday Life

Can politics change the clothes people wear, the language they speak
or the books they read? The years following 1789 in France saw many
such changes in the lives of men, women and children. The
revolutionary governments took it upon themselves to pass laws that
would translate the ideals of liberty and equality into everyday practice.

One important law that came into effect soon after the storming of
the Bastille in the summer of 1789 was the abolition of censorship. In
the Old Regime all written material and cultural activities – books,
newspapers, plays – could be published or performed only after they
had been approved by the censors of the king. Now the Declaration
of the Rights of Man and Citizen proclaimed freedom of speech and
expression to be a natural right. Newspapers, pamphlets, books and
printed pictures flooded the towns of France from where they
travelled rapidly into the countryside. They all described and discussed
the events and changes taking place in France. Freedom of the press
also meant that opposing views of events could be expressed. Each
side sought to convince the others of its position through the medium
of print. Plays, songs and festive processions attracted large numbers
of people. This was one way they could grasp and identify with ideas
such as liberty or justice that political philosophers wrote about at
length in texts which only a handful of educated people could read.

Describe the picture in your own words. What
are the images that the artist has used to
communicate the following ideas: greed,
equality, justice, takeover by the state of the
assets of the church?

Fig.15 – The patriotic fat-reducing press.
This anonymous print of 1790 seeks to make the idea of justice tangible.
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5 ×ςγ′Ùλ ≅τ[ôΟ ΞôθχûΚÙλ

ΤχΚρ ≅∞Ùλ+ ΑûΟΚûΖÙλ+ ≅ΞνΚρ úΣÑλ ùΤô→
≅οΩÕ ≅ΞνΚρ Σ⁄χÏλ èοΚûΖÙλ ≅ς′ΥΩôο Τôσ[
Ø⁄ÙΤô> 0678χÏκ ♦τ Αη+ ùΣη Τσßλ ÏΨϕûΘΚ↓τ
ΞôθχûΚ♠ο ΒπΞô[ô∴ ΣΩ Τôσ[δΚρ ♦ςôτ′ο ΓσΣγΟ∴−
ÑΘϕƒςλ+ ΜΤιÕΞλ úΣôτ[ ΒΩγ′ΥδΚûΖ ≅τ[ôΟ
Ξôθ↑ο ΡûΟØû[♠ο ùΚôηÓ ΞÚλ ΜγΟδΚûΖ Γσ[ο
Θλ ΚΟûΤ Φ∴ ×ςγ′ ≅ςΜôδΚδΚρ ΚÚƒ∴−

1789 úΚôûΟ ΚôΩιƒο Σôυ⁄ο ÁÕ ΡΟιΘκΣγΟ
ΘôχÏΘÛχÏκ♦τ Θ∞χûΚ Ι→κ× ΡûΟØû[χÏ ΞϕΘ
Øχ€ΥΤô∴ ΜγΟΤôÏλ− ΣûΨΥ Αγ′ Øû[♠ο ≅û∴ιÕ
ΦÝιÕ Ξ⁄↑Ωô∴ áßΚρ+ ΚΩôεΜôς ùΜΥσΣôÓΚρ+ èοΚρ+
ùΜµƒιΘôρΚρ+ ΡôΟΚδΚρ úΣôτ[ûΞ Ττ∴ςôο
ΓσßχùΚôρΖκΣγΟ ♦τ∴úς ùΞ↓♠ΟκΣÓλ ≅οΩÕ
Κôγ′κΣÓιΘκΣÓλ− ΘσúΣôÕ Τ±Θ+ Ï⁄Ù↔ûΤΚρ ≅°↑κ×
úΣεÑ↔ûΤ+ ΚÚιûΘ ùΞ↓♠Óλ ÑΘϕƒςλ ΒΥσûΚ ∆↔ûΤ
Φ∴ ≅°↑ιΘÕ− ùΜµƒιΘôρΚρ+ ûΚκ♦ςƒΚρ+ èοΚρ+
≅ε′ΟκΣγΟ ΣΟδΚρ Α€ΥûΞ ♦ùςφÑ ΡΚςùΤδÏλ ùΞρΖλ
úΣôο ƒςηΟ∴− ≅δ€ÚϕÕ ♥Κ úΞΚΤôΚ €ςôΤκ×[δΚÞχÏ
ΣΥ∞ιΘ∴− ≅ûΞ ♦ςôτ′ο ΡûΟùΣßλ ♣ΚθÜΚρ
Τôσ[δΚρ Ï°ιÕ ↑Ξ↔ιΘ∴ Τσßλ ↑ΞôƒιΘ∴−
Σιƒ↔χûΚ ÑΘϕƒςλ ΦτΣÕ ΡûΟùΣσßΞÚλ ♣ΚθÜΚρ ÁÕ
Φƒν ΚÚιÕΚûΖÙλ ùΞ↓κΣÓιÕλ ÑΘϕƒςλ ΘςκΣγΟÕ−
ΦƒνΚγ′Κρ ≅εÑ ΕΟΚλ Ξô♠ΩôΚ ΤχΚ↓ûΟúΥ ΘδΚÞûΟΥ
ΒΟιûΘκ♦⁄χÏλ ØΥσ′♠ο ΧÓΣγΟ∴− ΡôΟΚδΚρ+ ΣôΟοΚρ+
ƒÚ↑Ψô ΕνΞΩδΚρ ùΣÚλ Φη∞χûΚ♠ο ΤχΚûΖχ
ΚΞνϕΘ∴−

Κο↑ΥôΖνΚΖôΚ ΒÚϕΘ Ïû[Ξô∴ ΤχΚúΖ
Σ⁄χΚχá⁄Υ ≅ς′Υο ΘιÕΞ Νô±Κ↓τ èοΚûΖ
¿ηΟΚôΩΤôΚ ΦÝΘκΣγΟ ÑΘϕƒςλ ≅οΩÕ ¿ƒ úΣôτ[
′ϕΘû∴ΚûΖ ùΣôÕΤχΚρ ≅°ϕÕ ùΚôρΞΘσÏλ
≅ûΟΥôΖλ ΚôηΣΘσÏλ ΒûΞ Øχ€Υ Ξ→Øû[ΚΖô♠∴−

  úΤúΩ ∆ρΖ ΣΟιûΘκ Σσ° ùΜôϕΘχ
ΚÚιƒû∴χ á[Üλ− úΣςôûΜ
ΜΤιÕΞλ+ ¿ƒ+ Μνε′τ ùΜôιÕχΚûΖ
≅ςΜôδΚλ ûΚΥΚκΣÓιƒ ùΚôρÞΘο
úΣôτ[ ′ϕΘû∴ΚûΖ ùΞ↓κΣÓι
ÕΞΘσÏ ϑ↑Υςôο ΣΥτΣÓιΘκΣγΟ
ΣΟδΚρ ΥôûΞ>

ΣΟλ 04 ùΚôÝκûΣ Ïû[χÏλ ≅εÑ ΕΟΚλ ¿ƒχΚÚιƒû∴
ùΘ↓ÜΣÓιÕΞΘσÏ 068/τ ùΣΥ↔ΟκΣΟôΘ ≅εÑ

ùΜΥο
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Fig.16 - Marat addressing the people. This is a painting by Louis-Leopold Boilly.
Recall what you have learnt about Marat in this chapter. Describe the scene around him. Account for his great popularity.
What kinds of reactions would a painting like this produce among viewers in the Salon?  

Conclusion

In 1804, Napoleon Bonaparte crowned himself Emperor of France.
He set out to conquer neighbouring European countries, dispossessing
dynasties and creating kingdoms where he placed members of his family.
Napoleon saw his role as a moderniser of Europe. He introduced many
laws such as the protection of private property and a uniform system of
weights and measures provided by the decimal system. Initially, many
saw Napoleon as a liberator who would bring freedom for the people.
But soon the Napoleonic armies came to be viewed everywhere as an
invading force. He was finally defeated at Waterloo in 1815. Many of his
measures that carried the revolutionary ideas of liberty and modern laws
to other parts of Europe had an impact on people long after Napoleon
had left.

The ideas of liberty and democratic rights were the most important
legacy of the French Revolution. These spread from France to the
rest of Europe during the nineteenth century, where feudal systems

Fig.17 – Napoleon crossing the Alps, painting
by David.
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ΣΟλ 05 9 Τôςôγ ΤχΚ↓Ολ ∆ûςΥôσßΘο+ ΒÕ í♠ ←úΥôúΣôογ Σôµ← ΞûςϕΘ ϑ↑Υλ− ΒϕΘ
≅ιƒΥôΥιƒο Τôςôγ Σσ° ¿δΚρ ùΘ↔ϕÕ ùΚôηΟΞσû[ ♣û∴ÜΣÓιƒχùΚôρΖÜλ− ≅Ξûςε
Ñσß ∆ρΖ Κôγ′ûΥ ↑Ξ↔χΚÜλ ΜúΩô±ο ∆ρΖ ΣôνûΞΥôΖνΚ↓ûΟúΥ ΒÕ úΣôτ[ ϑ↑Υλ
ΦπΞûΚΥô∴ ÕΩδΚûΩ ùΞ↓χùΚôΠνϕΘÕ>

Ø⁄Üûς

1804ο ùΡκúΣô←Υτ úΣô∴Σôνγ Θτû∴ι Θôú∴ ♦ςôτ′τ
úΣςςΜςôΚ ≅°↑ιÕχùΚôηΟôν− ≅Ξν ≅Ú€ÛρΖ ΣΩ
Ηúςôκ♦Υ ΡôÓΚûΖ ùΞοΞΘσÏκ ×[κΣγΟôν− ΣΩ
≅ςΜΞλΜδΚûΖ ≅→ιÕ+ ûΚΥΚκΣÓιƒΥ ≅ςÑΚûΖ Θτ
ÏÓλΣ ∆ßκ♦∴νΚ↓τ ΚγÓκΣôγ⁄ο ûΞιΘôν− ùΡκúΣô←Υτ
ΗúςôκΣôûΞ ΡÅ∴ ΤΥΤôχ€∴ôν− Θ±Υôν ùΜôιÕ ΣôÕΚôκ×+
ΘΜôλΜ Øû[♠Ωô∴ ΦûΟΚρ+ ≅ΖÜΚ↓τ ≠ςô∴ ΘτûΤ
úΣôτ[ ΣοúΞß ΜγΟδΚûΖ ≅°ØΚκΣÓιƒ∴ôν −
ùΘôΟχΚιƒο ùΣÚλΣôΩô∴ ΤχΚρ ùΡκúΣô←Υû∴
ΤχΚÞχÏ Φ∴χΚÚƒ∴ν− Α∴ôο ùΡκúΣô←Υ±τ ΣûΟΚρ
ΙπùΞô↔ΟιƒÛλ ΙÚ ΣûΟùΥÓχÏλ Ασ[ΩôΚκ
ΣôνχΚκΣγΟ∴− ΒßƒΥôΚ ≅Ξν 0704ο ΞôγΟνí Φτàλ
úΣô↔ο úΘôσß↑γΟôν− ùΡκúΣô←Υτ ≅°ØΚκΣÓιƒΥ
×ςγ′ΚςΤô∴ ΚÚιÕΚΖô∴ ÑΘϕƒςλ+ ΡÅ∴ ΜγΟδΚρ
ùΡκúΣô←ΥàχÏκ ♦τ ¿ηΟ ΚôΩλ Ξûς ΗúςôκΣô↑τ
Τσ[ ΣÏƒ ΤχΚ↓τ ÁÕ ΘôχΚιûΘ ΓσΣÓιƒ∴−

ÑΘϕƒςλ+ ΤχΚΖôγ′ ∆↔ûΤΚρ Α€ΥûΞ ♦ùςφÑκ
×ςγ′ Ξô♠ΩôΚ Σς↑∴− ΒûΞ 08Αλ èσ[ôη⁄ο ΗúςôκΣô
ØÝΞÕλ Σς↑∴− ♣Ωκ♦ς×ιÕΞ Øû[ Ι→χΚκΣγΟÕ− ΣΟλ 069 Αοκυ ΤûΩûΥ ΘôηÓλ ùΡκúΣô←Υτ−

ΒκΣΟλ úΟ↑γ ΦτΣΞςôο ΞûςΥκΣγΟÕ−
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Box 2

Activities

Questions

?

1. Find out more about any one of the revolutionary figures you have read
about in this chapter. Write a short biography of this person.

2. The French Revolution saw the rise of newspapers describing the events of
each day and week. Collect information and pictures on any one event and
write a newspaper article. You could also conduct an imaginary interview
with important personages such as Mirabeau, Olympe de Gouges or
Robespierre. Work in groups of two or three. Each group could then put up
their articles on a board to produce a wallpaper on the French Revolution.

1. Describe the circumstances leading to the outbreak of revolutionary protest
in France.

2. Which groups of French society benefited from the revolution? Which
groups were forced to relinquish power? Which sections of society would have been
disappointed with the outcome of the revolution?

3. Describe the legacy of the French Revolution for the peoples of the world during the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries.

4. Draw up a list of democratic rights we enjoy today whose origins could be traced to the
French Revolution.

5. Would you agree with the view that the message of universal rights was
beset with contradictions? Explain.

6. How would you explain the rise of Napoleon?
7. Today, many low-income families work as daily-wage labourers, have no land of their own

and depend on government welfare schemes. In the old French society, which group is
most similar to them?
a) Clergy of the 1st Estate. c) Rich people of the 3rd Estate.
b) Nobles of the 2nd Estate. d) Poor workers of the 3rd Estate.

were abolished. Colonised peoples reworked the idea of freedom from
bondage into their movements to create a sovereign nation state. Tipu
Sultan and Rammohan Roy are two examples of individuals who
responded to the ideas coming from revolutionary France.

Ac
tiv

iti
es

Raja Rammohan Roy was one of those who
was inspired by new ideas that were spreading
through Europe at that time. The French
Revolution and later, the July Revolution excited
his imagination.
‘He could think and talk of nothing else when he
heard of the July Revolution in France in 1830.
On his way to England at Cape Town he insisted
on visiting frigates (warships) flying the
revolutionary tri-colour flag though he had been
temporarily lamed by an accident.’
Susobhan Sarkar, Notes on the Bengal Renaissance 1946.
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ΚγΟλ 1

♦ùςφÑκ ×ςγ′ ΚôΩιƒο ΗúςôκΣô↑ο
Σς↑Υ ×ƒΥ ′ϕΘû∴Κ↓←ÚϕÕ ΕχΚλ
ùΣσ[ΞνΚ↓ο ςô⊥ôςôλ úΤôΚτςôµ
ΙÚΞν− ♦ùςφÑκ ×ςγ′χÏκ ♦τ ΡΟϕΘ
⊥øûΩκ ×ςγ′ ≅ΞÚûΟΥ ′ϕΘû∴ΚûΖ
çη⁄ΥÕ− 072/ο ♦ςôτ′ο ⊥øûΩ
×ςγ′ Σσ° úΚρ↑Ùσ[úΣôÕ+ ≅Ξςôο
ΦûΘÙλ ′ϕƒχΚ ΒΥΩ↑οûΩ− úΣΜ
ΒΥΩ↑οûΩ− Βδ€ΩôϕƒσÏ
ùΜοÛλúΣôÕ ↑ΣιƒσÏρΖô∴ úΣôÕλ
úΚκΟÜτ ≅Ú€ο êΞηΠχ ùΚô⁄ûΥ
Σ[χΚ↑γÓ úΣôνχΚκΣοΚûΖ
ΣôνχΚúΞηÓùΤ∴ Ξ←Ùßιƒ∴ôν−

↑∴ôχΚρ

?

1. ΒϕΘ ≅ιƒΥôΥιƒο ¿δΚρ Κσ[°ϕΘ ×ςγ′ΥôΖνΚ↓ο ΙÚΞûςκ
Σσ° ↑ΖχΚΤôΚχ á[Üλ− ≅Ξ↔τ ΞôθχûΚ ΞςΩôσû[ ΦÝΘÜλ−

2. ♦ùςφÑκ ×ςγ′♠ο ΙπùΞôÚ ΡôÞλ+ Ξôςιƒο ΡûΟùΣßλ
♣ΚθÜΚûΖ ↑Ξ↔χÏλ ùΜµƒιΘôρΚρ ≅ƒΚ↔ιΘ∴−ΓúΘàλ ΙÚ
♣ΚθûΞκ Σσ°Υ ΘΚΞο Τσßλ ΣΟδΚûΖ úΜΚ↔ιÕ ùΜµƒιΘôρ
ΚûΘûΥ ΦÝΘÜλ+ ¿δΚρ Áςôκë+ Ι←λúΣ ⁄ ùΚΖ⊥υ+ ςôκυ♦Υν
úΣôτ[ Øχ€ΥΤô∴ ΡΣνΚÞΟτ ΚσΣû∴Υô∴ úΡνΚôΠÛλ
ΡΟιΘΩôλ− ΒςηÓ+ êτß ÏÝχΚ↓ο ùΜΥοΣΟÜλ+ ΙπùΞôÚ
ÏÝÜλ ♦ςùςφÑ ×ςγ′♠τ ÁÕ ÑΞùςôγ⁄ûΥ ΘΥô↔κΣΘσÏ
≅ΞνΚ↓τ ΚûΘΚûΖ ΣΩûΚ ÁÕ ûΞχΚΩôλ−

1. ♦ςôτ′ο ×ςγ′ΚςΤô∴ Φƒνκ×Κρ ΓσΣÓΞΘσÏ Ξ→ ΞÏκΣΘσÏ ΚôςΠΤô∴
ãθ♣ûΩΚûΖ ↑Ξ↔χΚÜλ−

2. ♦ùςφÑ ΜØΘôΥιƒτ ΦϕΘ ΜêΚδΚρ ×ςγ′ êΩλ ΡτûΤ ≅ûΟϕΘ∴> ΦϕΘ
ΜêΚδΚρ ≅ƒΚôςιûΘ ↑Ο úΞη⁄♠ÚϕΘÕ> ×ςγ′♠τ ↑ûΖÜΚ↓ο
ΜØΘôΥιƒτ ΦϕΘ ♦↔ÜΚρ ΓΤôσ[λ ≅ûΟϕΘ∴>

3. 08Αλ èσ[ôηÓ+ 1/Αλ èσ[ôηÓ ΤχΚÞχÏ ♦ùςφÑ ×ςγ′ ΞΨδ€Υ
Øχ€ΥιÕΞιûΘ ↑Ξ↔−

4.  ♦ùςφÑ ×ςγ′♠τ úΘôσ[ιƒ←ÚϕÕ ùΣ[κΣγΟ+ ΘσúΣôÕ Ρôλ ≅àΣ↑ιÕ
ΞÚλ ΤχΚΖôγ′ ∆↔ûΤΚûΖ Σγ⁄Υ←ΟÜλ−

5. ≅û∴ΞÚχÏλ ùΣôÕΞô∴ ∆↔ûΤΚρ Σσ°Υ ùΜµƒ ØςηΣôÓΚÞΟτ á⁄ΥÕ
Φτàλ ΚÚιûΘ ¿δΚρ ΑΘ↔χ€ÈνΚΖô> ↑Ξ↔χΚÜλ−

6. ùΡκúΣô←Υ±τ ΦÝε′ûΥκ Σσ° ↑Ξ↔χΚÜλ−

7. ΘσΚôΩιƒο Ïû[ϕΘ ΕƒΥλ ùΣßλ ƒ∴χá← ùΘô→ΩôΖνΚρ ΣΩúΣÚχÏ ùΜôϕΘΤô∴
♣Ωλ ΒÚχΚôÕ− úΤÛλ ≅ΞνΚρ ≅ς′τ ΡΩƒγΟδΚ↓τ ÁÕ ΑΘôςκΣγ⁄ÚκΣôνΚρ−
ΣûΨΥ ♦ùςφÑ ΜêΚιƒο ΦϕΘ ÏÝ ΒΞνΚÞχÏ ♥ΚÜλ ΒûΠΥô∴Õ−

a) 1ΞÕ ΦυúΟγ⁄τ ΤΘÏÚχΚρ c) 3ΞÕ ΦυúΟγ⁄τ ùΜοΞϕΘνΚρ

b) 2ΞÕ ΦυúΟγ⁄τ ∆ΥνÏ⁄ΤχΚρ d) 3ΞÕ ΦυúΟγ⁄τ ΓûΨ ùΘô→ΩôΖνΚρ

ùΜΥοΚρ

Ï⁄úΥσ[ ≅ςÑΚ↓τ ΤχΚρ ΘδΚΖ
ΒΥχΚδΚρ Ξô♠ΩôΚ ≅⁄ûΤιΘ∴ιƒ←ÚϕÕ
ÑΘϕƒςλ Φτàλ ΚÚιÕΚûΖ ×∴ςûΤιÕ ϑν
Βû[ΥôηûΤ ùΚôηΟ Ρôγ⁄û∴
∆ÚΞôχ€∴+ ƒκ× ÑοΘôτ ςô⊥ôςôλ
úΤôΚτςôµ úΣôτú[ôûς ♦ùςφÑκ ×ςγ′χ
ΚÚιÕΚÞχÏ ΘδΚρ ÕΩδΚûΩ
ùΞ↓κΣÓιƒΥΞνΚρ Φτß á[Ωôλ−
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1  The Age of Social Change
In the previous chapter you read about the powerful ideas of freedom
and equality that circulated in Europe after the French Revolution.
The French Revolution opened up the possibility of creating a
dramatic change in the way in which society was structured. As you
have read, before the eighteenth century society was broadly divided
into estates and orders and it was the aristocracy and church which
controlled economic and social power. Suddenly, after the revolution,
it seemed possible to change this. In many parts of the world including
Europe and Asia, new ideas about individual rights and who
controlled social power began to be discussed. In India, Raja
Rammohan Roy and Derozio talked of the significance of the French
Revolution, and many others debated the ideas of post-revolutionary
Europe. The developments in the colonies, in turn, reshaped these
ideas of societal change.

Not everyone in Europe, however, wanted a complete transformation
of society. Responses varied from those who accepted that some
change was necessary but wished for a gradual shift, to those who
wanted to restructure society radically. Some were ‘conservatives’,
others were ‘liberals’ or ‘radicals’. What did these terms really mean
in the context of the time? What separated these strands of politics
and what linked them together? We must remember that these terms
do not mean the same thing in all contexts or at all times.

We will look briefly at some of the important political traditions of
the nineteenth century, and see how they influenced change. Then
we will focus on one historical event in which there was an attempt
at a radical transformation of society. Through the revolution in
Russia, socialism became one of the most significant and powerful
ideas to shape society in the twentieth century.

1.1 Liberals, Radicals and Conservatives

One of the groups which looked to change society were the liberals.
Liberals wanted a nation which tolerated all religions. We should
remember that at this time European states usually discriminated in

Chapter - 2Chapter - 2Chapter - 2Chapter - 2Chapter - 2
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ΗúςôκΣô↑ο úΜô×Υ←]λ Τσßλ
ςωΥ ×ςγ′

1  ΜØΘôΥ Τôσ[χ ΚôΩλ
♦ùςφÑκ ×ςγ′χÏκ ♦τ ΗúςôκΣô↑τ Σς↑Υ ÑΘϕƒςλ+
ΜΤιÕΞλ úΣôτ[ ΦηΠδΚûΖκ Σσ° ΚΟϕΘ ≅ιƒΥôιƒο
¿δΚρ Σ⁄ι¾νΚρ− ΜΤΘôΥλ ∆ÚΞôÏλ Øû[♠ο
≅σ×ΘΤô∴ Τôσ[ιûΘ ∆ÚΞôχÏλ Ξôµκ♦σÏ ♦ùςφÑκ
×ςγ′ Ξ→úΚô←ΥÕ− Σƒù∴γΟôλ èσ[ôη⁄σÏ Øτ
ΜØΘôΥλ ΦυúΟγÓΚΖôΚÜλ+ ΑνΟνΚΖôΚÜλ ♦↔χΚκΣγÓ
♦ς×χΚρ Τσßλ ΜνεÑΚúΖ ùΣôÚΖôΘôς+ ΜØΘôΥ ΜχƒûΥχ
ΚγÓκΣÓιƒ∴ Φτß ¿δΚρ Σ⁄ι¾νΚρ− ×ςγ′χÏκ♦τ
∆Ο∴⁄ΥôΚ ΒûΘ ΤôσßΞÕ ΜôιƒΥúΤ Φτß úΘôτ°ΥÕ−
ΗúςôκΣô+ Α′Υô ∆ρ↓γΟ ∆Ω€τ ΣοúΞß ΣÏƒΚ↓ο+
Θ±κΣγΟ ∆↔ûΤΚρ Σσ°Ùλ ΜØΘôΥ ΜχƒûΥχ
ΚγÓκΣÓιÕΣΞνΚûΖκ Σσ°Υ ×ƒΥ ΚÚιÕχΚ↓τ ÁÕ
↑ΞôΘδΚρ ΡΟϕΘ∴− ΒϕƒΥô↑ο Βςô⊥ôςôλ úΤôΚτςôµ
Τσßλ ùΟúςô≥úΥô ♦ùςφÑκ ×ςγ′♠τ Øχ€ΥιÕΞιûΘ
Σσ° ùΘ↔↑ιΘ∴ν− úΤÛλ ΣΩν ×ςγ′χÏκ ♦ϕûΘΥ
ΗúςôκΣô↑τ ΚÚιÕΚûΖκ Σσ° ↑ΞôƒιΘ∴ν− Ï⁄úΥσ[
Αγ′κ ΣÏƒΚ↓ο ΡΟϕΘ Σ↔ΠôΤδΚρ ΒεΜØΘôΥ
Τôσ[ιûΘε úΜνϕΘ ΚÚιÕΚûΖ ΤßΞ⁄Ξλ ùΣ[ε ùΜµΘ∴−
Α∴ôο ΗúςôκΣô↑ÛρΖ ≅û∴ΞÚλ ΜØΘôΥλ
ØÝûΤΥô∴ ≅Ζ↑ο Τôσ[ΤûΟΥ úΞηÓùΤ∴χ
ΚÚΘ↑οûΩ− ′°ΘΖÜ Τôσ[λ úΞηÓùΤ∴ ♣û∴ιΘ∴ν−
Α∴ôο ≅Õ Σ⁄κΣ⁄ΥôΚ ΡûΟùΣ[ úΞηÓùΤ∴
↑Úλ×ΣΞνΚ↓Ο♥ÚϕÕ ΜØΘôΥιûΘ ØÝûΤΥôΚ ÁηÓλ
∆ÚΞôχΚ ♣û∴κΣΞνΚρ Ξûς ′ϕΘû∴ Τô°χùΚôηúΟ
ΞϕΘ∴− ΒΞνΚ↓ο ′Ων ΣΨûΤΞôƒΚρ Τσßλ ′Ων
ÑΘϕƒςΞôƒΚρ ≅οΩÕ ØσúΣôχÏε ′ϕΘû∴ΥôΖνΚΖôΚ
ΒÚϕΘ∴ν− ΒεΜΤΥιƒο ∆ηûΤ♠ο ΒεùΜôσΚ↓τ
ùΣôÚρ Φτ∴> ΦϕΘ ≅ς′Υο ΘûΟΚρ ΒΞσû[
úΞßΣÓιƒ∴> ΒΞσû[ ΒûΠιÕ ûΞιΘ ΚÚιÕΚρ
ΥôûΞ> ≅û∴ιÕ ΜΤΥδΚ↓Ûλ ≅οΩÕ úΞûΩΚ↓Ûλ
ΒεùΜôσΚÞχÏ ΒúΘ ùΣôÚρ ΞÚλ Φτß ΡλΤôο á[
ΒΥΩôÕ ΦτΣûΘ Ρôλ ≅°Υ úΞηÓλ−
Ρôλ ΣιùΘôτΣΘôλ èσ[ôη⁄τ ′Ω Øχ€ΥΤô∴

≅ς′Υο Μλ♦ςΘôΥδΚûΖ ÑÚχΚΤôΚ ΑµϕÕ ≅ûΞ
Τôσ[ιƒτ ÁÕ ΦπΞôß ΣôƒκûΣ ΓσΣÓιƒ∴ ΦτΣûΘ
ΚΞ±κúΣôλ− ΜØΘôΥιûΘ ØÝûΤΥôΚ Τôσßλ ØΥσ′
ΡûΟùΣσ[ ΙÚ ΞςΩôσß ♣Κθ↑τ ÁÕ Ρôλ ΚΞ∴λ
ùΜÛιÕúΞôλ− 1/Αλ èσ[ôη⁄τ ςωΥô↑ο
úΜô×Υ←]χ ΚÚιÕχΚÞΟτ ΡûΟùΣσ[ ×ςγ′Υôο
ΜØΘôΥιƒο ♥ΚÜλ Ασ[ο♥χΚ Øχ€ΥΤô∴ Τôσ[ιƒσÏ
ÕûΠ×↔ϕΘÕ−
0−0− ÑΘϕƒςΞôƒΚρ+ ØσúΣôχÏε ′ϕΘû∴ΥôΖνΚρ Τσßλ
ΣΨûΤΞôƒΚρ

ΜØΘôΥιûΘ Τôσ[ úΞηÓùΤ∴ ØΥσ′ιΘ ΜêΚδΚ↓ο
ΜΘϕƒςΞôƒΚ↓τ ΜêΚØλ Ιτß ≅û∴ιÕ ΤΘδΚ↓τ
ÁÕλ ùΣôßûΤûΥ ΚûΟ♦⁄χÏλ ΡôÓ úΞηÓùΤ∴
ÑΘϕƒςΞôƒΚρ ↑Úλ♦∴ν− Α∴ôο ΒεΜΤΥιƒο Ηúςôκ♦Υ
≅ςÑΚρ ùΣôÕΞôΚ

ΣôΟλ ` 2
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favour of one religion or another (Britain favoured the Church of England,
Austria and Spain favoured the Catholic Church). Liberals also opposed
the uncontrolled power of dynastic rulers. They wanted to safeguard the
rights of individuals against governments. They argued for a representative,
elected parliamentary government, subject to laws interpreted by a well-
trained judiciary that was independent of rulers and officials. However,
they were not ‘democrats’. They did not believe in universal adult franchise,
that is, the right of every citizen to vote. They felt men of property mainly
should have the vote. They also did not want the vote for women.

In contrast, radicals wanted a nation in which government was based on
the majority of a country’s population. Many supported women’s
suffragette movements. Unlike liberals, they opposed the privileges
of great landowners and wealthy factory owners. They were not
against the existence of private property but disliked concentration
of property in the hands of a few.

Conservatives were opposed to radicals and liberals. After the French
Revolution, however, even conservatives had opened their minds to
the need for change. Earlier, in the eighteenth century, conservatives
had been generally opposed to the idea of change. By the nineteenth
century, they accepted that some change was inevitable but believed
that the past had to be respected and change had to be brought about
through a slow process.

Such differing ideas about societal change clashed during the social
and political turmoil that followed the French Revolution. The
various attempts at revolution and national transformation in the
nineteenth century helped define both the limits and potential of
these political tendencies.

1.2 Industrial Society and Social Change

These political trends were signs of a new time. It was a time of
profound social and economic changes. It was a time when new cities
came up and new industrialised regions developed,  railways expanded
and the Industrial Revolution occurred.

Industrialisation brought men, women and children to factories.  Work
hours were often long and wages were poor. Unemployment was
common, particularly during times of low demand for industrial goods.
Housing and sanitation were problems since towns were growing
rapidly. Liberals and radicals searched for solutions to these issues.

New words

Suffragette movement – A movement to
give women the right to vote.
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ΙÚ ΤΘιƒτ ÁÕ ΜôΘΚΤôΚ ΒÚϕÕ ♦[ ΤΘδΚûΖ
úΞß↑ΘΤôΚ ΣôνκΣΞνΚûΖ Ρôλ ≅°ϕÕ ùΚôρΖ úΞηÓλ
∋♦↔γΟτ Βδ€Ωôϕƒτ ΜνεÑχÏλ+ Αυƒ↔Υô+ υùΣ♠τ
ΡôÓΚρ ΚιúΘô←χΚ ΜνεÑχÏλ ΜôΘΚΤôΚ ΒÚϕΘ∴(
ÑΘϕƒςΞôƒΚÞλ ≅ςΜ ΞλΜ Αγ′ΥôΖνΚ↓τ ΚγÓκΣôΟσ[
≅ƒΚôςιûΘ ΦƒνιΘ∴ν− ≅ςΜôδΚδΚÞχÏ ΦƒςôΚ Τ±Θ
∆↔ûΤΚûΖ ΚôχΚ úΞηÓùΤ∴ ≅ΞνΚρ ↑Úλ♦∴ν−
≅ΞνΚρ ♦ςƒ♣ƒιÕΞ ≅⁄κΣûΟ♠Ωô∴ úΘνϕùΘÓχΚκΣγΟ
ΣôςôÞΤτ[ ≅ςΜôδΚλ úΘûΞ Φτß úΚô↔∴ν−
ΒκΣôςôÞΤτ[λ ΒΥσ°Υ ΜγΟδΚûΖ ↑ΖχΚχá⁄Υ ΡτÏ
Σ♠σ′ ùΣσ[ ¿ƒιÕû[ ΒÚχΚ úΞηÓùΤ∴Üλ ΒÕ
Αγ′ΥôΖνΚÞχÏλ ≅ƒΚô↔ΚÞχÏλ •θκΣ⁄ΥôΘ ÑΘϕƒς
≅ûΤκΣôΚ ΒÚχΚ úΞηÓùΤ∴ ΞôΘô⁄∴ν− Α∴ôο
≅ΞνΚρ ΤχΚΖôγ′ ùΚôρûΚΥôΖνΚρ ≅οΩ− ΙπùΞôÚ
Ï⁄ΤΚàχÏλ ΞôχÏ↔ûΤ ΒÚχΚ úΞηÓùΤτàλ
ùΣôÕΞô∴ ΞΥÕ ΞϕúΘôν ΞôχÏ↔ûΤ ΚÚιƒτ ÁÕ
≅ΞνΚÞχÏ Ρλ♦χûΚ ΒοûΩ− ùΜοΞϕΘνΚΖôΚ
ΑηΚÞχÏ ΤγÓλ ΞôχÏ↔ûΤ ΒÚχΚ úΞηÓùΤτß
ΚÚƒ∴ν− ùΣηΚÞχÏ ΞôχÏ↔ûΤ ΒÚχΚúΞηÓùΤτß
≅ΞνΚρ ΚÚΘ↑οûΩ−
ΒΘσÏ Τô[ôΚ ≅ƒΚ ΤχΚρ ↑Úλ×λ ≅ςΜôδΚλ ∆ρΖ
ΡôÓ úΞηÓùΤ∴ ØσúΣôχÏΞôƒΚρ úΚô↔∴ν− ΣΩν
ùΣηΚ↓τ ΞôχÏ↔ûΤ ΒΥχΚδΚÞχÏ ΑΘςÜ
ùΘ↔↑ιΘ∴ν− ÑΘϕƒςΞôƒΚρ úΣôΩτ° ≅ΞνΚρ ùΣ↔Υ
♣ΩεÑΞôϕΘô νΚρ− ùΜοΞ♥χΚ ùΘô→σΣγΟû[
∆↔ûΤΥôΖνΚ↓τ ≅ƒΚôςδΚûΖ ΦƒνιΘ∴ν− ≅ΞνΚρ
Θ±Υôν ùΜôιÕΚρ ûΞιƒÚκΣΘσÏ ΦƒνχΚ↑οûΩ− Α∴ôο
′Ων ûΚΚ↓ο ùΜôιÕ Ï↑ϕƒÚκΣûΘ ↑ÚλΣ↑οûΩ−
ΣΨûΤΞôƒΚρ+ ØσúΣôχÏΞôƒΚρ + Τσßλ

ÑΘϕƒςΞôƒΚûΖ ΦƒνιΘ∴ν − Α∴ôο ♦ùςφÑκ
×ςγ′χÏκ♦τ∴ν ΣΨûΤΞôƒΚÞλ Τôσ[ιƒτ ≅Ξ′ΥιûΘκ
×↔ϕÕùΚôηΟ∴ν− ØΘΩôΞΘôΚ Σƒù∴γΟôλ èσ[ôη⁄ο
ΣΨûΤΞôƒΚρ Τôσ[λ Φτàλ ′ϕΘû∴ûΥ ΦƒνιΘ∴ν−
ΣιùΘôτΣΘôλ Öσ[ôη⁄σÏρ ′°ΘΖÜ Τôσ[λ Θ↑νχΚ
Ø⁄ΥôÕ ΦτΣûΘ ΓσßχùΚôηΟ∴ν− Α∴ôο ΚΟϕΘ
ΚôΩιûΘ ΤƒχΚ úΞηÓùΤτßλ Τôσ[ε ùΜΥοØû[ûΥ
ùΤÕΞôΚ ùΚôηÓΞςúΞηÓùΤ∴ Ρλ♦∴ν− ♦ùςφÑκ
×ςγ′χÏκ♦τ ΓσΣγΟ ΜêΚ+ ≅ς′Υο ùΚôϕΘ↓κ×Κ↓ο
Τôσ[ιûΘκ Σσ°Υ ′ϕΘû∴Κρ ØςηΣôÓΚÞχÏγΣγΟÕ−
ΣιùΘôτΣΘôλ èσ[ôη⁄ο ×ςγ′+ úΘ′Υ Τôσ[ιƒσΚôΚ
ùΜµΘ ΣοúΞß ØΥσ′Κρ ΒπΞς′Υο úΣôχÏΚ↓τ
Ξςλ×Κρ+ ƒ[τΚρ ΒςηûΟÙλ ↑ΖχÏΞƒο
ÕûΠ×↔ϕΘ∴−
0−1− ùΘô→σ ΜØΘôΥλ+ ΜØΘôΥ Τôσ[λ
ΒπΞς′Υο úΣôχÏΚρ Τô♣Ω ΚôΩιƒσÏ ≅ûΟΥôΖΤôΚ
♣τ[∴− ΒÕ ¾↑ςΤô∴ ΜêΚ+ ùΣôÚΖôΘôς Τôσ[δΚÞχÏ
ΑΖô∴ ΚôΩλ ΒχΚôΩιƒο ×ƒΥ ΡΚςδΚρ ΓσΣγÓ ×ƒΥ
ùΘô→σΣÏƒΚρ ΞΖνε′ΥûΟϕÕ+ Βς♠ο ΤôνΚδΚρ
∋Βς♠οúΞχΚρ( ↑↔ΞûΟϕΘ∴− ùΘô→σ×ςγ′ ΡûΟùΣσ[Õ−
ùΘô→οΤΥΤôχΚο ΑηΚρ+ ùΣηΚρ+ ÏΨϕûΘΚûΖ
Σ∞Τû∴ΚÞχÏ ùΚôηÓ ùΜτ[Õ− ≅⁄χΚ⁄
Σ∞úΞûΖΚρ ≅ƒΚ↔χΚκΣγÓ ΕƒΥδΚρ Ïû[ΞôΚ
ΒÚϕΘ∴− Ïû[ΞôΚ ΒÚϕΘ ΚôΩιƒο úΞûΩ♠τûΤ
ΜôΘôςΠΤô∴ΘôΚ ΒÚϕΘÕ− ΡΚςδΚρ úΞΚΤôΚ
ΞΖνε′ΥûΟϕÕ ΞϕΘΘôο ÅÓΚγÓΘο+ ÑΚôΘôςλ Α€ΥûΞ
♦ςε′û∴ΚΖôΚ Τô°∴− ÑΘϕƒςΞôƒΚρ Τσßλ
ØσúΣôχÏΞôƒΚρ Βκ♦ςε′û∴Κ↓τ ¾νÜχΚôΚ ØΥσ′
ùΜµΘ∴ν−

×ƒΥ ùΜôσΚρ

ΞôχÏ↔ûΤ ΒΥχΚλ - ùΣηΚÞχÏ
ΞôχÏ↔ûΤ ΞΨδÏλ úΣôςôγΟλ
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Almost all industries were the property of individuals.  Liberals and radicals
themselves were often property owners and employers. Having made
their wealth through trade or industrial ventures, they felt that such effort
should be encouraged – that its benefits would be achieved if the
workforce in the economy was healthy and citizens were educated.
Opposed to the privileges the old aristocracy had by birth, they firmly
believed in the value of individual effort, labour and enterprise. If freedom
of individuals was ensured, if the poor could labour, and those with
capital could operate without restraint, they believed that societies would
develop. Many working men and women who wanted changes in the
world rallied around liberal and radical groups and parties in the early
nineteenth century.

Some nationalists, liberals and radicals wanted revolutions to put an end
to the kind of governments established in Europe in 1815. In France,
Italy, Germany and Russia, they became revolutionaries and worked to
overthrow existing monarchs. Nationalists talked of revolutions that would
create ‘nations’ where all citizens would have

Fig.1 – The London poor in the mid-nineteenth century as seen by a
contemporary.
From: Henry Mayhew, London Labour and the London Poor, 1861.
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ΣΟλ 0,ΣιùΘôτΣΘôλ èσ[ôη⁄τ ΒûΟχΚôΩιƒο ΜΤΚôΩιΘΞνΚρ ΚηΟ
ΩηΟτ ΓûΨΚρ ΑΘôςλ 9  ùτ° úΤξë+ ΩηΟτ ∆ûΨκΣôΖν
Τσßλ ΩηΟτ ΓûΨ 0750

Γ[χÏû[Υ ≅û∴ιÕ ùΘô→σΜôûΩΚÞλ Θ±ΡΣν
ùΜôιÕΚΖôΚ ΒÚϕΘ∴− ÑΘϕƒςΞôƒΚÞλ+
ØσúΣôχÏΞôƒΚÞλ ùΘôΟνϕÕ ùΜôιÕ ∆↔ûΤΥôΖν
ΚΖôΚÜλ+ úΞûΩΞôµκ× ΘÚΣΞνΚΖôΚÜλ ΒÚϕΘ∴ν−
Ξô∞Κλ ≅οΩÕ ùΘô→ο ♣ßΞ∴δΚρ Ξô♠ΩôΚ ùΜôιÕ
úΜνχÏλ ØΥσ′ΚûΖ ΕχÏ↑χΚ úΞηÓùΤ∴ ≅ΞνΚρ
ΚÚƒ∴ν− ùΣôÚΖôΘôς ≅ûΤκ♦ο ∆ûΨκΣôσ[ο
Αúςôχ€ΥΤôΚ ΒÚϕÕ Ï⁄ΤχΚρ Κο↑ΥôΖνΚΖôΚ
ΒÚϕΘôο ≅Θτ ΡτûΤΚûΖ ≅ûΟΥΩôλ− ♦[κ♦τ
Ξô♠ΩôΚ ∆Υν ΞÏκ♦∴ÚχÏ ΞϕΘ Ξô↔Ñ↔ûΤ
≅ƒΚôςδΚûΖ ΦƒνιÕ ≅ΞνΚρ ÑΥΤôΚ ΣôÓΣÓΘο ∆ûΨκ×
Τσßλ ≅ûΤκ× ♣νΞôΚιƒτ Τƒκ♦ο ∆ßƒΥô∴ Ρλ♦χûΚ
ùΚôη⁄ÚϕΘ∴ν− Θ± ΡΣνΚ↓τ ÑΘϕƒςιƒσÏ ∆ßƒΥ↓ιÕ+
ΓûΨΚρ ∆ûΨιΘôο+ ùΜοΞϕΘνΚρ ΘûΟ♠τ°
♣ßΞ∴δΚûΖ ♣νΞ€ιΘôο ΜØΘôΥδΚρ Øτú∴σ[ΤûΟÙλ
Φτß ≅ΞνΚρ Ρλ♦∴ν− ΣιùΘôτΣΘôλ èσ[ôη⁄τ
ùΘôΟχΚιƒο ∆Ω€ο Τôσ[δΚûΖ ↑Úλ×úΞôν ΣΩν
ùΘô→ΩΚ ùΣηΚρ ΑηΚρ+ ÑΘϕƒςΞôΘ+ ØσúΣôχÏ
ΜêΚιƒ∴ν+ Κγ′ΚÞχÏ ΑΘςÜ ùΘ↔↑ιΘ∴ν−
′Ω úΘ′ΥΞôƒΚρ+ ÑΘϕƒςΞôƒΚρ+ ØσúΣôχÏΞôƒΚρ

ΗúςôκΣô↑τ ≅ςΜôδΚδΚûΖ ¿χÏΞΘσÏ 0704 úΣôτ[
×ςγ′ ΓσΣΟ úΞηÓùΤτß úΚô↔∴ν− ♦ςôτυ+ ΒιΘô←+
ù⊥νΤ±+ ςωΥô Α€Υ ΡôÓΚ↓ο ∆ρΖΞνΚρ
×ςγ′ΥôΖνΚΖôΚ Τô° ≅κúΣôƒÚϕΘ úΣςςΜνΚûΖ ΣΘ↑
¿χΚλ ùΜµΞΘσÏ ΣôÓΣγΟ∴ν− Ï⁄ΤχΚρ ≅û∴ΞÚχÏλ
ΜΤΤô∴ ∆↔ûΤΚρ ΞΨδΚχá⁄Υ Β∴ιΘΞûς ΓσΣÓιÕλ
×ςγ′ûΥκ Σσ° úΘ′ΥΞôƒΚρ úΣ′∴ν−
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Activity

equal rights. After 1815, Giuseppe Mazzini, an Italian nationalist, conspired with
others to achieve this in Italy. Nationalists elsewhere – including India – read his
writings.

1.3 The Coming of Socialism to Europe

Perhaps one of the most far-reaching visions of how society should be
structured was socialism. By the mid - nineteenth century in Europe, socialism
was a well-known body of ideas that attracted widespread attention.

Socialists were against private property, and saw it as the root of all social ills
of the time. Why? Individuals owned the property that gave employment
but the propertied were concerned only with  personal gain and not with
the welfare of those who made the property productive. So if society as a
whole rather than single individuals controlled property, more attention
would be paid to collective social interests. Socialists wanted this change and
campaigned for it.

How could a society without property operate? What would be the basis of
socialist society?

Socialists had different visions of the future. Some believed in the idea of
cooperatives. Robert Owen (1771-1858), a leading English manufacturer,
sought to build a cooperative community called New Harmony in Indiana
(USA). Other socialists felt that cooperatives could not be built on a wide
scale only through individual initiative: they demanded that governments
encourage cooperatives. In France, for instance, Louis Blanc (1813-1882)
wanted the government to encourage cooperatives and replace capitalist
enterprises. These cooperatives were to be associations of people who
produced goods together and divided the profits according to the work
done by members.

Karl Marx (1818-1883) and Friedrich Engels (1820-1895) added other ideas
to this body of arguments. Marx argued that industrial society was ‘capitalist’.
Capitalists owned the capital invested in factories, and the profit of capitalists
was produced by workers.  The conditions of workers could not improve
as long as this profit was accumulated by private capitalists. Workers had to
overthrow capitalism and the rule of private property. Marx believed that
to free themselves from capitalist exploitation, workers had to construct a
radically socialist society where all property was socially controlled. This
would be a communist society. He was convinced that workers would
triumph in their conflict with capitalists. A communist society was the natural
society of the future.

List two differences between the capitalist
and socialist ideas of private property.
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0704χÏκ ♦[Ï ΒιΘô←♠τ úΘ′ΥΞôƒΥô∴ ú⊥ôΜκ Τô≥±
ΒιΘô←♠ο ΒΘû∴ ≅ûΟΞΘσÏ Τσ[ΞνΚÞΟτ ΒûΠϕÕ
ΒςΚ′Υ ƒγΟδΚûΖ Ξ⁄ΞûΤιΘôν− ΒϕƒΥô ∆ρ↓γΟ ♦[
ΒΟδΚ↓τ úΘ′ΥΞôƒΚρ ≅ΞÚûΟΥ ΣûΟκ×ΚûΖ
Σ⁄ιΘ∴ν−
0−2 ΗúςôκΣô↑σÏ úΜô×Υ←]ιƒτ ΞÚûΚ
ΜØΘôΥ  ≅ûΤκ×  ΦπΞôß  ΡûΟùΣ[  úΞηÓλ  Φτàλ
♥ΚÜλ ùΘôûΩúΡôχÏκ ΣôνûΞ ùΚôΠΟ úΘôσ[δΚ↓ο
Ιτß úΜô_←]λ ΣιùΘôτΣΘôλ èσ[ôη⁄ο
ΒûΟχΚôΩιƒσÏ ΗúςôκΣô↑ο úΜô_←]λ ΣςΞΩôΚ
ΚΞ∴ιûΘ ΧνιΘ ΙÚ ×Κθ♥χΚ ′ϕΘû∴ΥôΚ ΒÚϕΘÕ−

úΜô_←]ΞôƒΚρ Θ±ΡΣν ùΜôιÕΚÞχÏ Φƒςô∴ΞνΚρ−
≅χΚôΩιƒτ ≅û∴ιÕ ΜØΘôΥ Βτ∴οΚÞχÏλ Θ±Υôν
ùΜôιÕΚúΖ ΚôςΠλ Φτß ΚÚƒ∴ν− Γτ> ÑΥΤôΚ ùΜôιÕ
ΒÚϕΘ ΡΣνΚρ úΞûΩΞôµκ♦û∴ ΞΨδ€∴ν− ùΜοΞϕΘνΚρ
Θ±ΡΣν ΩôΣλ Ï°ιÕ ΤγÓúΤ ΚΞ∴λ ùÑÛιƒ ≅ϕΘ
ùΜôιÕ ∆σΣιƒ ùΜµΘΞνΚ↓τ ΡΩû∴χ Ï°ιÕ
′ϕƒχΚ↑οûΩ− Φ∴úΞ ΙÚ ΡΣν ΒοΩôΤο ΜØΘôΥλ
ØÝΞÕΤôΚ ùΜôιƒû∴ ΚγÓκΣÓιƒ∴ôο ΜêΚ+ ΜØΘôΥ
ΡτûΤΚ↓τ ÁÕ ≅ƒΚ ΚΞ∴λ ùΜÛιΘΩôλ −
úΜô×Υ←]ΞôƒΚρ ΒπΞûΚΥô∴ Τôσ[ιûΘ úΞη⁄
≅ΘσΚôΚ ♦ςεΜôςλ ùΜµΘ∴ν−
ùΜôιÕ ΒοΩôΘ ΜØΘôΥλ ΦπΞôß ♣νΞ€χΚκΣÓ€[Õ−>
úΜô×Υ←] ΜØΘôΥιƒσÏ ≅⁄κΣûΟ Φτ∴>
ΦƒνΚôΩιûΘκ Σσ° úΜô×Υ←]ΞôƒΚÞχÏ úΞßΣγΟ
ΚÚιÕΚρ ΒÚϕΘ∴− ′Ων áγÓ[Ü ΦηΠδΚ↓ο
Ρλ♦χûΚ ùΚôη⁄ÚϕΘ∴ν− ΒςôΣνγ ϑΞτ (1771-1858),
Φτàλ ♦ςΣΩ Αδ€úΩΥ ∆σΣιƒΥôΖν ΒϕƒΥô↑ο (USA)
♣ë ôνΤ± Φτàλ áγÓ[Üε ΜδΚιûΘ ♣ßΞ
úΞηÓùΤ∴ ↑Úλ♦∴ôν− Θ±ΡΣν ØΥσ′Υôο ΣςϕΘ
≅ΖΞο áγÓ[Ü ≅ûΤκ×ΚûΖ ∆ÚΞôχΚ Ø⁄ΥôÕ Φτß
úΜô×Υ←]ΞôƒΚρ ΚÚƒ∴ν− ≅ςΜôδΚδΚρ áγÓ[Ü
ΜδΚδΚûΖ ΕχΚκΣÓιΘ úΞηÓùΤ∴ ΚÚƒ∴ν−
ΦÓιÕχΚôγΟôΚ ♦ςôτ′ο í♠ ♦Ζôδχ (1813-1882)
ØΘÄγΟôΖνΚ↓τ ↑ΥôΣôςδΚÞχÏ ΣƒΩôΚ ≅ςΜôδΚλ
áγÓ[Ü ΜδΚδΚûΖ ΕχΚκΣÓιΘ úΞηÓùΤ∴ ΚÚƒ∴ôν−
Θ±ΡΣνΚρ ΜδΚδΚΖôΚ ΓσΣγÓ áγÓ[Ü ΜδΚδΚ↓τ
ùΣôÚρ ∆σΣιƒûΥε ùΜµÕ Χγ⁄Υ ΒΩôΣδΚûΖ ≅ΞνΚρ
ùΜµΘ úΞûΩûΥκ ùΣôßιÕ Σ€νϕÕ ùΚôρΖ úΞηÓλ−

Κôςο Τôνχυ (1818-1883), ♦↔ùΟ↔χ ΦδùΚου (1820-
1895) Βπ↑ΞôΘδΚÞΟτ ♦[ ΚÚιÕΚûΖ ΒûΠιΘ∴ν−
ùΘô→ο ΜØΘôΥλ ØΘÄγΟôΖν ΜØΘôΥλ Φτß Τôνχυ
á°∴ôν− ØΘÄγΟôΖνΚρ ΘδΚÞûΟΥ ØΘÄÓΚûΖ
ùΘô→σΜôûΩΚ↓ο ùΜÛιƒ∴ν− ØΘÄγΟôΖνΚÞχÏ ΒΩôΣλ
∆ûΨκΣôΖνΚ↓τ ∆ûΨκΣôο €ûΟχ€[Õ− ΒϕΘ ΒΩôΣιûΘ
Θ±Υôν ØΘÄγΟôΖνΚρ ƒςγ⁄χùΚôρÞλ ΚôΩλ Ξûς
∆ûΨκΣôΖνΚ↓τ ãθ♣ûΩΚρ úΤλΣΟôÕ− ∆ûΨκΣôΖνΚρ
ØΘÄγÓ Øû[ûΥÙλ+ Θ±Υôν ùΜôιÕ Αγ′ûΥÙλ ÅθιΘ
úΞηÓλ− ØΘÄγΟôΖνΚ↓τ ÑςηÓΘ←ο ΒÚϕÕ ↑ÓΘûΩ
ùΣ[ úΞηÓùΤ±ο ùΜôιÕΚ↓τ ÁÕ ΜØΘôΥχ ΚγÓκΣôÓ
∆ρΖ ùΣôÕÜûΟûΤε ΜØΘôΥιûΘ ∆ûΨκΣôΖνΚρ
∆ÚΞôχΚ úΞηÓλ Φτß ΚôςοΤôνχυ Ρλ♦∴ôν−  ΒÕ
ΙÚ Κλë±] ∋ùΣôÕÜûΟûΤ( ΜØΘôΥΤôΚ ΒÚχÏλ−
ØΘÄγΟôΖνΚÞΟτ ΘδΚÞûΟΥ úΣôςô γΟιƒο
∆ûΨκΣôΖνΚρ ùΞσ°ΥûΟΞν Φτß ≅Ξν Ρλ♦∴ôν−
ΦƒνΚôΩιƒο Κλë±] ΜØΘôΥλ ΒΥσûΚΥô∴ ΜØΘôΥΤôΚ
ΒÚχÏλ−

Θ±Υôν ùΜôιÕ ùΘôΟνΣô∴ ØΘÄγΟôΖν+
úΜô×Υ←]ΞôΘ ′ϕΘû∴ΚÞχ€ûΟúΥ
ΒςηÓ úΞßΣôÓΚûΖ ΦÕÜλ−

ùΜΥο
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Activity

1.4 Support for Socialism

By the 1870s, socialist ideas spread through Europe. To coordinate their
efforts, socialists formed an international body – namely, the Second
International.

Workers in England and Germany began forming associations to fight
for better living and working conditions. They set up funds to help
members in times of distress and demanded a reduction of working
hours and the right to vote. In Germany, these associations worked closely
with the Social Democratic Party (SPD) and helped it win parliamentary
seats. By 1905, socialists and trade unionists formed a Labour Party in
Britain and a Socialist Party in France. However, till 1914, socialists never
succeeded in forming a government in Europe. Represented by strong
figures in parliamentary politics, their ideas did shape legislation, but
governments continued to be run by conservatives, liberals and radicals.

Imagine that a meeting has been called in
your area to discuss the socialist idea of
doing away with private property and
introducing collective ownership. Write the
speech you would make at the meeting if you
are:

Ø a poor labourer working in the fields

Ø a medium-level landowner

Ø a house owner

Fig.2 – This is a painting of the Paris Commune of 1871 (From Illustrated London News, 1871). It portrays a scene
from the popular uprising in Paris between March and May 1871. This was a period when the town council
(commune) of Paris was taken over by a ‘peoples’ government’ consisting of workers, ordinary people, professionals,
political activists and others. The uprising emerged against a background of growing discontent against the policies of
the French state. The ‘Paris Commune’ was ultimately crushed by government troops but it was celebrated by
Socialists the world over as a prelude to a socialist revolution.The Paris Commune  is also popularly remembered for
two important legacies: one, for its association with the workers’ red flag – that was the flag adopted by the
communards ( revolutionaries) in Paris; two, for the ‘Marseillaise’, originally written as a war song in 1792, it became
a symbol of the Commune and of the struggle for liberty.
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0−3−  úΜô×Υ←]ιƒσÏ ΑΘςÜ 9

076/χÏρ úΜô×Υ←] ′ϕΘû∴Κρ ΗúςôκΣô ØÝΞÕλ
Σς↑∴− ≅ΞνΚ↓τ ØΥσ′ΚûΖ ΙÚδ€ûΠκΣΘσÏ
úΜô×Υ←]ΞôƒΚρ ΒςηΟôλ ΒηΟν úΡ_∴ο Φτàλ
ùΣΥÚΟτ ΙÚ ΜνΞúΘΜ ≅ûΤκûΣ ΓσΣÓιƒ∴ν−

Βδ€ΩôϕÕ+ ù⊥νΤ± ΡôÓΚ↓τ ∆ûΨκΣôΖνΚρ ′[ϕΘ
ΞôθχûΚ Τσßλ úΞûΩ ãθ♣ûΩΚÞχΚôΚ úΣôςôÓΞΘσÏ
ΜδΚδΚûΖ ΓσΣÓιƒχ ùΚôρΖιùΘôΟδ€∴ν− ÕΥςΤô∴
ΜΤΥδΚ↓ο ∆ßκ♦∴νΚÞχÏ ∆ΘÜΞΘσΚôΚ ≅ΞνΚρ
♣ƒΚρ ƒςγ⁄∴ν −  úΞûΩ úΡςδΚûΖ Ïû[χΚ
úΞηÓùΤτßλ ΞôχÏ↔ûΤ úΞηÓùΤ∴Üλ  ≅ΞνΚρ
úΚô↔∴ν− ù⊥νΤ±♠ο ΒεΜδΚδΚρ úΜô×ΥοùΟΤôχς⁄χ
Κγ′ (SPD) ÙΟτ  ùΡÚχΚΤôΚ  Σ∞Υôσ°  ≅χΚγ′
ΣôςôÞΤτ[ ΒΟδΚûΖ ùΞοΞΘσÏ ÕûΠ×↔ϕΘÕ− 1905
χÏ úΜô×Υ←]ΞôƒΚρ+ Ξ∞Κ ΜδΚ ∆ßκ♦∴νΚρ
♦↔γΟ±ο úΜô×Υ←]χ Κγ′ûΥÙλ ΓσΣÓιƒ∴ν− Α∴ôο
1914 Ξûς úΜô×Υ←]ΞôƒΚρ ΗúςôκΣô↑ο ≅ςΜôδΚιûΘ
ΓσΣÓιÕΞƒο ΦκúΣôÕλ ùΞσ°ΥûΟΥ↑οûΩ− ΣôςôÞΤτ[
≅ς′Υ←ο ≅ƒΚ ≅ΖÜ Φη∞χûΚ ùΣÚλΣôτûΤ
ùΚôη⁄ÚϕÕ ≅ΞνΚ↓τ ′ϕΘû∴Κρ ΜγΟ Ξ⁄Ξλ
ùΣσ[úΣôƒÛλ ≅ςΜôδΚρ ΤγÓλ ΣΨûΤΞôƒΚρ+
ÑΘϕƒςΞôƒΚρ Τσßλ ØσúΣôχÏΞôƒΚΖôο ΡΟιΘκΣγΟ∴−

Θ±Υôν ùΜôιƒû∴ ¿χ€ ΜêΚ
∆↔ûΤûΥ ≅°ØΚκΣÓιÕλ
úΜô×Υ←] ′ϕΘû∴ûΥκ Σσ°
ΚΩϕÕûςΥôÓ ΞΘσÏ ∆δΚρ ΣÏƒ♠ο
ΙÚ áγΟιƒσÏ ΓσΣôÓ ùΜµΘ∴ν Φτß
Ε€χΚÜλ− ¿δΚρ Βχ•θηΟΞνΚ↓ο
ΙÚΞςôΚ ΒÚϕΘôο áγΟιƒο ùΜµÙλ
∆ûςûΥ ΦÝΘÜλ−
Ø ♣ΩδΚ↓ο úΞûΩ ùΜµÙλ ΓûΨ

á←Υôρ−

Ø ΒûΟ♣ûΩ ♣Ω ∆↔ûΤΥôΖν
Ø ÅγÓ ∆↔ûΤΥôΖν

ùΜΥο

ΣΟλ 1- ΒÕ 0760 Σô↔υ Κλë±τ ϑ↑Υλ 9 ∋ΩηΟτ ♣ëυ 0760ο ΞûςΥκΣγΟÕ( ΒÕ 0760 Τôνε+ úΤ ΒûΟχΚôΩιƒο
Σô↔′ο ΡûΟùΣσ[ ΤχΚρ ΚΩΚιƒ←ÚϕÕ ΙÚ Κôγ′ûΥ ΞûςϕΘ ΚôγΟκΣγÓρΖÕ− ΒÕ Σô↔υ ùΟΖτ ΚÜτ′ο ∋Κλëτ(
∆ûΨκΣôΖνΚρ ùΣôÕΤχΚρ+ ♣×ΠνΚρ+ ≅ς′Υο ùΜΥοÅςνΚρ+ Τσ[ΞνΚÞΟτ á⁄Υ ΤχΚ↓τ ≅ςΜôδΚλ ûΚκΣσ°Υ
ΚôΩλ− ♦ùςφΜ ≅ςÑχ ùΚôρûΚΚÞχÏ ΦƒςôΚ  ≅ƒΚ↔ιÕΞÚλ ≅ƒÚκƒ ♦τ∴∞♠ο ΒχΚΩΚλ ΦσΣγΟÕ− ΒßƒΥôΚ
Σô↔υ ΚλëûΠ ≅ςΜôδΚλ ÕÚκ×χΚρ ΙÓχ€↑γΟ∴ν− Α∴ôο ∆ΩΚλ ØÝΞÕλ ΒÚϕΘ úΜô_←]ΞôƒΚρ ΒΘû∴
ΜêΚκ ×ςγ′χÏ ØσùΜΥο Φτß ΚÚƒ ùΚôηΟô⁄ Τ€θ€τ[∴ν− Σô↔υ Κλëτ ΒςηÓ Øχ€ΥΤô∴ ′[κ×ΚÞχÏ
×ΚθùΣσ[Õ− ØΘΩôΞÕ+ ∆ûΨκΣôΖνΚ↓τ ùΞρûΖχ ùΚô⁄ÙΟτ ≅ΘσÏ ∆ρΖ ùΘôΟν× Σô↔′τ Κλë±υÓΚρ
∋×ςγ′ΥôΖνΚρ( ΒχùΚô⁄ΚûΖ ΓσßχùΚôηΟ∴ν− ΒςηΟôΞÕ ‘ΤôνΜûΩúΜ’  ØΘ←ο 0861ο úΣôν •ΘΤôΚ ΒΥσ[κΣγΟÕ−
≅Õ Κλë±σÏλ+ ↑ÓΘûΩκ úΣôςôγΟιƒσΚλ ′τ∴ΤôΚ Τô°ΥÕ−
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2  The Russian Revolution

In one of the least industrialised of European states this situation was
reversed. Socialists took over the government in Russia through the
October Revolution of 1917. The fall of monarchy in February 1917
and the events of October are normally called the Russian Revolution.

How did this come about? What were the social and political
conditions in Russia when the revolution occurred? To answer these
questions, let us look at Russia a few years before the revolution.

2.1 The Russian Empire in 1914

In 1914, Tsar Nicholas II ruled Russia and its empire. Besides the
territory around Moscow, the Russian empire included current-day
Finland, Latvia, Lithuania, Estonia, parts of Poland, Ukraine and
Belarus. It stretched to the Pacific and comprised today’s Central
Asian states, as well as Georgia, Armenia and Azerbaijan. The majority
religion was Russian Orthodox Christianity – which had grown out
of the Greek Orthodox Church – but the empire also  included
Catholics, Protestants, Muslims and Buddhists.

Fig.3 – Tsar Nicholas II in the White
Hall of the Winter Palace,
St Petersburg, 1900.
Painted by Earnest Lipgart (1847-1932)

Fig.4 – Europe in 1914.
The map shows the Russian empire and the European countries at war during the First
World War.



117ΗúςôκΣô↑ο úΜô×Υ←Μλ Τσßλ ςωΥ ×ςγ′

ΗúςôκΣô↑τ ♥ΚχÏû[ϕΘ ùΘô→οΤΥΤûΟϕΘ ≅ςÑΚ↓τ
ãθ♣ûΩ ΘôßΤô[ô∴Õ− 0806 ≅χúΟôΣν ×ςγ′ Ξô♠ΩôΚ
úΜô×Υ←]ΞôƒΚρ ςωΥô↑ο ≅ςΜôδΚιûΘχ
ûΚκΣσ°χùΚôηΟ∴ν− ♦κςΞ↔ 0806ο Ø⁄Υôγ′ Åθε′+
≅χúΟôΣ↔ο ΡΟϕΘ ♣ΚθÜΚûΖ ùΣôÕΞôΚ ςωΥκ ×ςγ′
ΦτΣν−

ΒÕ ΦπΞôß ΡΟϕΘÕ> ×ςγ′ úΘôτ°ΥúΣôÕ ςωΥô↑ο
ΒÚϕΘ  ΜêΚ  ≅ς′Υο  ãθ♣ûΩΚρ  Φτ∴>
Βπ↑∴ôχΚÞχÏ ↑ûΟΥ↓κΣΘσΚôΚ+ ×ςγ′χÏ ′Ω
ΑηÓΚÞχÏ Øτ ςωΥôûΞκ Σσ° ΣôνκúΣôλ−

2.1 0803 ο ςωΥκ úΣςςÑ

0803ο ςωΥôûΞÙλ ≅Θτ úΣςςûΜÙλ ΒςηΟôλ Μôν
♣χúΚôΩυΑηΟôν− ΤôυúΚôûΞε Ñσ°ÙρΖ ♣ΩΣôΚιÕΟτ
úΜνιÕ ςωΥô úΣςς′ο ΘσúΣôÕ ≅Οδ€ÙρΖ ♦τΩôϕÕ+
Ωôγ↑Υô+ ←ÕúΞ±Υô+ ΦυúΟô±Υô+ úΣôΩϕƒτ ′ßΣÏƒ+
∆χûςτ+ ùΣΩôςυ úΣôτ[ ΣÏƒΚρ ΒÚϕΘ∴− ΒÕ ΣÑ♦χ
Ξûς Σς↑←♠ÚϕΘÕ− Βτû[Υ ΤιƒΥ Α′Υô ∆ρ↓γΟ
⊥ôν≥Υô+ ≅νúΤ±Υô+ ≅ΜνûΣΜôτ úΣôτ[ ΣÏƒΚρ
ΒÚϕΘ∴− ςωΥô↑τ ×±Θ €°υιΘΞλ (Orthodox Christianity)
ùΣÚλΣôτûΤΥô∴ ΤΘΤôΚ ΒÚϕΘÕ− ΒÕ €úςχΚ ×±Θ
Μνε′←ÚϕÕ úΘôτ°ΥÕ− Α∴ôο úΣςς′ο ΚιúΘô←χΚνΚρ+
♦ςôùΟυùΟηÓΚρ+ ØυÄλΚρ+ ×ιΘ Τιƒ∴Úλ ΒÚϕΘ∴ν−

ςωΥκ ×ςγ′2

ΣΟλ 2 9 08// ο ùΜ♠ηγ ÀγΟνυ
Σνχ€τ Ï↓νΚôΩ ≅ςηΤû∴♠τ
ùΞρûΖ ΞΖôΚιƒο ΒςηΟôλ ⊥ôν
♣χúΚôΩυ ΒΘû∴ Φν∴ογ ←κΚôνγ
∋0736,0821( ΦτΣΞν ΞûςϕΘôν−

ΣΟλ 3 9 0803ο ΗúςôκΣô
ΒκΣΟλ ØΘο ∆ΩΚκúΣô↔τ úΣôÕ ςωΥκ úΣςς′ο úΣô↔ο ΣδÏùΚôηΟ
ΡôÓΚûΖ Ï°κ♦Ó€[Õ−

ΤιƒΥ ≅ςÑΚρ
Ργ× ΡôÓΚρ.úΡΜ ΡôÓΚρ
ΜΤ♣ûΩ ≅ςÑΚρ
ΤιƒΥ≅ςÑΚÞΟτ úΜνϕΘ ΜΤ♣ûΩ≅ςÑΚρ
úΡΜ ΡôÓΚÞΟτ úΜνϕΘ ΜΤ♣ûΩ ≅ςÑΚρ

ςωΥκ úΣςςÑ

ΚÚδΚΟο

ϑγúΟôΤτ úΣςςÑ

Ρôν
úΞ

υÅΟτ

ΞΟ
ΚΟο

Ù ù ∴ Ο γ
€δΟλ

ùΟτΤôνχ

ôΩϕÕ
ùΣο≥Υλ

♦ςôτυ υΞ≈Οτ

υùΣ♠τ

úΣ
ôν
εÑ

Κο

ΤôηΟ ♣χúςô

ù⊥νΤ±

Αυƒ↔Υô,≅δúΚ↔

ÚúΤô±Υô

ΣοúΚ↔Υô
ΒιΘô← ΤôηΟ♣χúςô

≅οúΣ±Υô

€Ãυ

≅ γ Ω ô η ⁄ χ
ùΣÚδΚΟο
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2.2 Economy and Society

At the beginning of the twentieth century, the vast majority of Russia’s
people were agriculturists. About 85 per cent of the Russian empire’s
population earned their living from agriculture. This proportion was higher
than in most European countries. For instance, in France and Germany
the proportion was between 40 per cent and 50 per cent. In the empire,
cultivators produced for the market as well as for their own needs and
Russia was a major exporter of grain.

Industry was found in pockets. Prominent industrial areas were
St Petersburg and Moscow. Craftsmen undertook much of the
production, but large factories existed alongside craft workshops.
Many factories were set up in the 1890s, when Russia’s railway
network was extended, and foreign investment in industry increased.
Coal production doubled and iron and steel output quadrupled. By
the 1900s, in some areas factory workers and craftsmen were almost
equal in number.

Most industry was the private property of industrialists. Government
supervised large factories to ensure minimum wages and limited hours
of work. But factory inspectors could not prevent rules being broken.
In craft units and small workshops, the working day was sometimes
15 hours, compared with 10 or 12 hours in factories. Accommodation
varied from rooms to dormitories.

Workers were a divided social group. Some had strong links with
the villages from which they came. Others had settled in cities
permanently. Workers were divided by skill. A metalworker of St.
Petersburg recalled, ‘Metalworkers considered themselves aristocrats
among other workers. Their occupations demanded more training
and skill . . . ’ Women made up 31 per cent of the factory labour
force by 1914, but they were paid less than men (between half and
three-quarters of a man’s wage). Divisions among workers showed
themselves in dress and manners too. Some workers formed
associations to help members in times of unemployment or financial
hardship but such associations were few.

Despite divisions, workers did unite to strike work (stop work) when
they disagreed with employers about dismissals or work conditions.
These strikes took place  frequently in the textile industry during
1896-1897, and in the metal industry during 1902.

In the countryside, peasants cultivated most of the land. But the
nobility, the crown and the Orthodox Church owned large
properties. Like workers, peasants too were divided. They were also

Fig.5 – Unemployed peasants in pre-war
St Petersburg.
Many survived by eating at charitable
kitchens and living in poorhouses.

Fig.6 – Workers sleeping in bunkers in a
dormitory in pre-revolutionary Russia.
They slept in shifts and could not keep their
families with them.
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1−1 ùΣôÚΖôΘôς ≅ûΤκ×λ ΜØΘôΥØλ
ΒÚΣΘôλ èσ[ôη⁄τ ùΘôΟχΚιƒο ςωΥô↑τ ≅ƒΚ ΜΘÅΘ
ΤχΚρ ↑ΞΜô♠ΚΖôΚ ΒÚϕΘ∴ν− ςωΥκ úΣςς′τ ΤχΚρ
ùΘôûΚ♠ο ÑΤôν 74 ΜΘÅΘλ ΤχΚρ ↑ΞΜôΥιƒτ Ξô♠ΩôΚ
ΞôθΞôΘôςλ ùΣσ[∴ν− Βπ↑€ΘΤô∴Õ ΣΩ Ηúςôκ♦Υ ΡôÓΚûΖ
↑Ο ≅ƒΚλ− ΦÓιÕχΚôγΟôΚ ♦ςôτυ Τσßλ ù⊥νΤ± ΡôÓΚ↓ο
Βπ↑€Θλ 3/ ΜΘÅΘιƒ←ÚϕÕ 4/χÏ ΒûΟúΥ ΒÚϕΘÕ−
úΣςς′τ ΜôÏΣ⁄ΥôΖνΚρ ↑σΣû∴χΚôΚÜλ ≅ΞνΚ↓τ ÑΥ
úΘûΞΚÞχΚôΚÜλ ∆σΣιƒ ùΜµΘ∴ν− ςωΥô ùΣÚλΣôÛλ
Θô±Υ ΓσßΤƒΥôΖςôΚ ΒÚϕΘÕ−
ùΘô→σΜôûΩΚρ ′Ω ΣÏƒΚ↓ο ΤγÓúΤ ΓσΣÓιΘκΣγΟ∴−
ùΜ♠ηγ ÀγΟνυΣνχ+ ΤôυúΚô Α€ΥûΞ ØΘτûΤΥô∴
ùΘô→οûΤΥδΚΖôΚ ΒÚϕΘ∴− ∆σΣιƒκ Σ∞ΥôΖνΚρ ≅ƒΚ
≅Ζ↑ο ∆σΣιƒûΥ úΤσùΚôηΟ∴ν− Α∴ôο ûΚ↑û∴κ
Σ∞Τû∴ΚÞΟτ ùΣ↔Υ ùΘô→σΣγΟû[ΚÞλ ΒÚϕΘ∴−
078/Κ↓ο ςωΥô↑ο Βς♠ο ΤôνχΚδΚρ ≅ƒΚ↔ιΘúΣôÕ
ΣοúΞß ùΘô→σΣγΟû[Κρ ♣ßΞκΣγΟ∴− ùΘô→ΩΚδΚ↓ο
≅ΥοΡôγÓ ØΘÄÓ ≅ƒΚ↔ιΘÕ− ♣ΩχΚ↔ ∆σΣιƒ Βςγ⁄κΣô∴Õ−
ΒÚλ× Φ?Ï ∆σΣιƒ ΡôτÏ ΤΟδÏ ≅ƒΚ↔ιΘÕ− 08//ΚÞχÏρ
′Ω ΣÏƒΚ↓ο ùΘô→ΩΚ ∆ûΨκΣôΖνΚρ+ ûΚ↑û∴κ
Σ∞ΥôΖνΚρ Γ[χÏû[ ΜΤ≅Ζ↑ο ΒÚϕΘ∴ν−
ùΣÚλΣôΩô∴ ùΘô→σΜôûΩΚρ ùΘô→ο ΞοÛΡνΚ↓τ Θ±Υôν
ùΜôιΘôΚ ΒÚϕΘ∴− ùΣ↔Υ ùΘô→σΣγΟû[Κ↓ο Ïû[ϕΘΣγΜ
ΕƒΥλ+ Ξςλ♦σÏγΣγΟ Σ∞úΡςδΚρ ∆ρΖΞôß ≅ςΜôδΚλ
úΤσΣôνûΞ♠γΟÕ−
 Α∴ôο ùΘô→σΣγΟû[ úΤσΣôνûΞΥôΖνΚΖôο ↑ƒØû[ΚûΖ
ÁßΞûΘ ΘÓχΚ ΒΥΩ↑οûΩ− ùΘô→σΣγΟû[Κ↓ο Σ∞
úΡςδΚρ 0/ ≅οΩÕ 01 Τ∞Κρ ∆Οτ Ικ♦γΟôο ûΚ↑û∴
Σ∞Τû∴Κ↓Ûλ ′ß Σ∞Τû∴Κ↓Ûλ ′Ω ΜΤΥδΚ↓ο 04
Τ∞Κρ Σ∞úΡςδΚρ ΒÚϕΘ∴− ΞΜƒΚρ ≅û[Κ↓Ûλ
úΤôΜΤô∴ ΣΩ ΣÓχûΚΚρ ùΚôηΟ ≅û[Κ↓Ûλ
ùΜµÕΘςκΣγΟ∴−
∆ûΨκΣôΖνΚρ ΙÚ ♦↑û∴χÏγΣγΟ ΜØΘôΥ ΜêΚΤôΚ
ΒÚϕΘ∴ν− ′ΩÚλ Θôλ ΞϕΘ €ςôΤδΚÞΟτ ùΡÚδ€Υ
ùΘôΟν×Κρ ΒÚϕΘ∴− úΤÛλ ′Ων ΡΚςδΚ↓ο ♣ûΩΥô∴
Ï⁄♠Úκ×ΚûΖ ≅ûΤιÕχùΚôηΟ∴ν− ∆ûΨκΣôΖνΚûΖ ƒ[ûΤ
≅⁄κΣûΟ♠ο ♦↔ιΘ∴ν− ùΜ♠ηγ ÀγΟνυΣνχ€ο ΙÚ ∆úΩôΚι
ùΘô→Ωô↓ ΒπΞôß Θτû∴ ≅ûΟΥôΖκ ΣÓιƒχùΚôηΟôν−
∆úΩôΚ ùΘô→ΩôΖνΚρ ♦[ ùΘô→ΩôΖνΚÞΟτ ΘδΚûΖι
ΘôδΚúΖ ∆ΥνϕΘΞνΚΖôΚ ΚÚƒχùΚôηΟ∴ν− ≅ΞνΚ↓τ
ùΘô→ΩôΖνΚÞΟτ ΘδΚûΖι ΘôδúΚ ∆ΥνϕΘΞνΚΖôΚ
ΚÚƒχùΚôηΟ∴ν− ≅ΞνΚ↓τ ùΘô→οΚÞχÏ ≅ƒΚ Σ♠σ′+
ƒ[τ úΘûΞκΣÓ€[Õ− 0803χÏρ ùΘô→σΣγΟû[ ∆ûΨκΣôΖν
Μχƒ♠ο 20 ΜΘÅΘλúΣν ùΣηΚρ ΒÚϕΘ∴ν− Α∴ôο
≅ΞνΚÞχÏ ΑηΚûΖ↑Ο Ïû[Ξô∴ ΕƒΥλ ΞΨδΚκΣγΟÕ−
∋ΑηΚ↓τ  ΕƒΥιƒο  Ρôτ€ο  êτß  ΣδÏ(
ùΘô→ΩôΖνΚÞχ€ûΟúΥΥô∴ ♦↔↑û∴ΚÞχúΚσΣ ≅ΞνΚ↓τ
ΑûΟΚρ ΡΟιûΘ Øû[Κρ ΒÚϕΘ∴− ΑûΟΚρ+
Τ↔ΥôûΘΚ↓Ûλ ùΘô→ΩôΖνΚ↓ûΟúΥ ♦↔↑û∴ΚûΖχ
Κôγ⁄∴ν− úΞûΩ♠τûΤ ≅οΩÕ ùΣôΖôΘôς Βτ∴οΚ↓τúΣôÕ
∆ßκ♦∴νΚÞχÏ ∆Θ↑Ο ′Ω ùΘô→ΩôΖνΚρ ΜδΚδΚûΖ
ΓσΣÓιƒ∴ν− Α∴ôο ≅ÕúΣôτ[ ΜδΚδΚρ Ïû[ΞôΚúΞ
ΒÚϕΘ∴−

ΘδΚ↓ûΟúΥ úΞσßûΤΚρ ΒÚϕΘúΣôƒÛλ Σ∞¿χΚλ+
Σ∞εãΨοΚρ Σσ° ∆↔ûΤΥôΖνΚÞΟτ úΞßΣγÓ úΞûΩ
♣ßιΘλ ùΜµΞΘσÏ ùΘô→ΩôΖνΚρ ΙτßΣγΟ∴ν− ΒπúΞûΩ
♣ßιΘδΚρ 0785,0786ο ΑûΟ ùΘô→σΜôûΩ♠Ûλ 08/1ο
∆úΩôΚι ùΘô→σΜôûΩΚ↓Ûλ ≅⁄χΚ⁄ ΡΟϕΘ∴− €ςôΤκ
ΣÏƒΚ↓ο ùΣÚλΣôΩô∴ ♣ΩδΚûΖ ↑ΞΜô♠Κρ ΜôÏΣ⁄
ùΜµΘ∴ν− Α∴ôο ùΜοΞϕΘνΚρ+ Ττ∴νΚρ+ ×±Θ ΜνεΚÞχÏ
úΣςΖ↑ο ùΜôιÕΚρ ΒÚϕΘ∴− ùΘô→ΩôΖνΚûΖκ úΣôτú[
↑ΞΜô♠ΚÞλ ♦↔↑û∴χÏγΣγΟ∴−

ΣΟλ 4 úΣôÚχÏ Øτ ùΜ♠ηγ ♦γΟνυ
Σνχ€ο úΞûΩ♠οΩô ↑ΞΜô♠Κρ−

ΣΟλ 5 ×ςγ′χÏ Øτ ςωΥô↑ο ΙÚ ΣοΣÓχûΚ
≅û[♠τ ΣÕδÏ ≅û[Κ↓ο ∆[δÏλ
ùΘô→ΩôΖνΚρ ≅ΞνΚρ ΘδΚρ Øû[Κ↓ο
(shift) ΣÓιÕχùΚôηΟ∴ν− ≅ΞνΚÞûΟΥ
ÏÓλΣιƒ∴ûς ΘδΚÞΟτ ûΞιƒÚχΚ ΒΥΩôÕ−
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Source Adeeply religious. But except in a few cases they had no respect for the
nobility. Nobles got their power and position through their services
to the Tsar, not through local popularity. This was unlike France
where, during the French Revolution in Brittany, peasants respected
nobles and fought for them. In Russia, peasants wanted the land of
the nobles to be given to them. Frequently, they refused to pay rent
and even murdered landlords. In 1902, this occurred on a large scale
in south Russia. And in 1905,  such incidents took place all
over Russia.

Russian peasants were different from other European peasants in
another way. They pooled their land together periodically and their
commune (mir) divided it according to the needs of individual families.

2.3 Socialism in Russia

All political parties were illegal in Russia before 1914. The Russian
Social Democratic Workers Party was founded in 1898 by socialists
who respected Marx’s ideas. However, because of government
policing, it had to operate as an illegal organisation. It set up a
newspaper, mobilised workers and organised strikes.

Some Russian socialists felt that the Russian peasant custom of dividing
land periodically made them natural socialists. So peasants, not
workers, would be the main force of the revolution, and Russia could
become socialist more quickly than other countries. Socialists were
active in the countryside through the late nineteenth century.  They
formed the Socialist Revolutionary Party in 1900. This party struggled
for peasants’ rights and demanded that land belonging to nobles be
transferred to peasants. Social Democrats disagreed with Socialist
Revolutionaries about peasants. Lenin felt that peasants were not
one united group. Some were poor and others rich, some worked as
labourers while others were capitalists who employed workers. Given
this ‘differentiation’ within them, they could not all be part of a
socialist movement.

The party was divided over the strategy of organisation. Vladimir
Lenin (who led the Bolshevik group) thought that in a repressive
society like Tsarist Russia the party should be disciplined and should
control the number and quality of its members.  Others (Mensheviks)
thought that the party should be open to all (as in Germany).

2.4 A Turbulent Time: The 1905 Revolution

Russia was an autocracy. Unlike other European rulers, even at the
beginning of the twentieth century, the Tsar was not subject to

Alexander Shlyapnikov, a social ist
worker of the time, gives us a description
of how the meetings were organised:

‘Propaganda was done in the plants and
shops on an individual basis. There were
also discussion circles … Legal meetings
took place on matters concerning [official
issues], but this activity was skilfully
integrated into the general struggle for
the liberation of the working class. Illegal
meetings were … arranged on the spur
of the moment but in an organised way
during lunch, in evening break, in front
of the exit, in the yard or, in
establishments with several floors, on
the stairs. The most alert workers would
form a “plug” in the doorway, and the
whole  mass  piled  up  in  the  exit.  An
agitator would get up right there on the
spot. Management would contact the
police on the telephone, but the
speeches would have already been
made and the necessary decision taken
by the time they arrived ...’

Alexander Shlyapnikov, On  the  Eve  of
1917. Reminiscences from the
Revolutionary Underground.
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ΑΘôςλ ≅≅ΞνΚÞλ ΑθϕΘ ΤΘΡλ♦χûΚ ùΚôΠΟΞνΚΖôΞν− Α∴ôο
′Ω ΜϕΘνκΣδΚûΖι Θ↑ς ≅ΞνΚÞχÏ ♦ς×χΚ↓τ ÁÕ
ùΚΖςΞλ ΒÚϕΘƒοûΩ− ♦ς×χΚÞχÏ ∆ρðν ΤχΚρ ΑΘςÜ
Ξô♠ΩôΚ ΤγÓ♥τ° ⊥ôν Ττ∴ÚχÏ úΜûΞ ùΜµΘΞτ
Ξô♠ΩôΚÜλ ≅ƒΚôςλ+ ΘÏƒ Α€ΥûΞ €ûΟιΘ∴− ΒÕ ♦ùςφΜκ
×ςγ′  ΚôΩιƒτ  ♦ςôτυ  úΣôτß  ≅οΩôΤο  ♦↔γΟ±τ
↑ΞΜô♠ΚÞχÏ ♦ς×χΚûΖ ùΚΖς↑ιÕ ≅ΞνΚÞχΚôΚ
úΣôςô⁄∴ν− ΒδÏ ≅πΞôß ΡΟχΚ↑οûΩ− ςωΥô↑ο
↑ΞΜô♠Κρ ♦ς×χΚ↓τ ♣ΩιûΘ ΘδΚÞχÏ ΞΨδΚ
úΞηÓùΤτß úΚô↔∴ν− ≅ΞνΚρ ≅⁄χΚ⁄ Ξ↔ ùΜÛιΘ
ΤßιΘúΘôÓ ♣Ωκ♦ς×χΚûΖ ùΚôûΩÙλ ùΜµΘ∴ν− 08/1ο ΒÕ
ùΘσÏ ςωΥô↑ο úΣςΖ↑ο ΡûΟùΣσ[Õ− 08/4ο ΒπΞûΚΥô∴
♣ΚθÜΚρ ςωΥô ØÝΞÕλ ΡûΟùΣσ[Õ−

ςωΥ ↑ΞΜô♠Κρ ♦[ Ηúςôκ♦Υ ↑ΞΜô♠Κ↓←ÚϕÕ Τσù[ôÚ
↑ΘΤôΚ úΞßΣγ⁄ÚϕΘ∴ν− ≅ΞνΚρ ≅ΞνΚÞûΟΥ ♣ΩδΚûΖ
ΚôΩιƒσúΚσ[Ξôß Ιτß úΜνκΣν− ≅ΞνΚÞûΟΥ Κλëτ ∋♥ν(
ΒûΘ Θ±κΣγΟ ÏÓλΣδΚ↓τ úΘûΞΚÞχúΚσΣ ♦↔χÏλ−

1−2 ςωΥô↑ο úΜô×Υ←]λ
0803χÏ  Øτ  ςωΥô↑ο  ≅û∴ιÕ  ≅ς′Υο  Κγ′ΚÞλ
ΜγΟιƒσÏκ ×[λΣô∴ûΞΚΖôΚ ΒÚϕΘ∴− Τôνχυ ′ϕΘû∴ΚûΖ
ΤƒχÏλ úΜô×Υ←]ΞôƒΚρ 0787ο ςωΥ úΜô×Υ←]
ΤχΚΖôγ′ ∆ûΨκΣôΖν Κγ′ûΥι ùΘôΟδ€∴ν− ΒÚκ♦àλ
≅ςΜôδΚ ↑ƒØû[Κρ ΚôςΠΤôΚ ≅Õ ΜγΟιƒσÏ ×[λΣô∴
≅ûΤκΣôΚ ùΜΥοΣΟúΞη⁄♠ÚϕΘÕ− ≅Õ ùΜµƒιΘôûΖ ♣ß↑
ùΘô→ΩôΖνΚûΖ ΙτßΣÓιƒ úΞûΩ ♣ßιΘδΚûΖ ΡΟιƒΥÕ−

ΚôΩιƒσúΚσΣ ♣ΩιûΘκ ♦↔ιÕχùΚôρÞλ ςωΥ
↑ΞΜô♠Κ↓τ Τς× ΘδΚûΖ ΒΥσûΚΥô∴ úΜô_←]ΞôƒΚΖôΚ
Τôσ°ΥÕ Φτß ′Ω ςωΥ úΜô×Υ←]ΞôƒΚρ ΚÚƒ∴ν− Φ∴úΞ
ùΘô→ΩôΖνΚρ ≅οΩôΤο ↑ΞΜô♠Κρ ×ςγ′χÏ Øχ€Υ ΜχƒΥôΚ
Τô°∴ν− ♦[ ΡôÓΚûΖ↑Ο ςωΥô ùΞÏ↑ûς↑ο úΜô×Υ←]
ΡôΟôΚ Τô°ΥÕ− ΣιùΘôτΣΘôλ èσ[ôη⁄τ Βßƒ Ξûς
úΜô_←]ΞôƒΚρ €ςôΤκ×[δΚ↓ο ÑßÑßκΣôΚ ùΜΥοΣγΟ∴ν−
08//ο ≅ΞνΚρ úΜô×Υ←] ×ςγ′χ Κγ′ûΥι ùΘôΟδ€∴ν−
ΒχΚγ′ ↑ΞΜô♠Κ↓τ ∆↔ûΤΚÞχΚôΚ ΣôÓΣγΟÕ− ♦ς×χΚ↓τ
♣ΩιûΘ ↑ΞΜô♠ΚÞχÏ Τôσ[úΞηÓλ Φτß úΚô↔χûΚ
↑ÓιΘÕ ↑ΞΜô♠Κρ Ï°ιΘ úΜô×Υ←] ×ςγ′ΥôΖνΚÞΟτ
úΜô×Υ←] ΤχΚΖôγ′♠∴ν ΙÚ♥ιΘ ΚÚιƒσÏ Ξς↑οûΩ−
↑ΞΜô♠Κρ ΙÚ Ηχ€Υ ΜêΚιûΘε úΜνϕΘΞνΚρ ≅οΩν Φ∴
ùΩ±τ ΚÚƒ∴ôν− ΒΞνΚ↓ο ′Ων ΓûΨΚρ úΤÛλ ′Ων
ùΜοΞϕΘνΚρ+ úΤÛλ ′Ων á←ΥôγΚΖôΚ úΞûΩ ùΜµΘ∴ν−
úΤÛλ ′Ων ∆ûΨκΣôΖνΚÞχÏ úΞûΩ ΞΨδÏλ
ØΘÄγΟôΖνΚΖôΚ ΒÚϕΘ∴ν− ≅ΞνΚ↓ûΟúΥ ΚôΠκΣγΟ
Βκ♦↔↑û∴ ΚôςΠΤôΚ ≅ΞνΚρ ≅û∴ΞÚλ ΜØΘôΥλ
úΜô×Υ←] ΒΥχΚιƒο ΣδÏùΣ[ ΒΥΩ↑οûΩ−

≅ûΤκ× ∆ιƒ ΚÚιƒο Κγ′♠ο ♦ΖÜ ΓσΣγΟÕ− ↑Ζô⁄♥ν
ùΩ±τ ∋úΣôο×↑χ ΜêΚιƒσÏ ΘûΩûΤ Ξ€ιΘΞν( Μôν
Αγ′χÏγΣγΟ ςωΥôúΣôτ[ ≅ΟχÏØû[χÏ ΑΖô∴
ΜØΘôΥιƒτ Κγ′Υô∴Õ ΙÝχΚιÕΟτ ΒÚϕÕ ≅Θτ
∆ßκ♦∴νΚ↓τ Φη∞χûΚûΥÙλ ΘςιûΘÙλ ΚγÓκΣÓιΘ
úΞηÓùΤ∴ ≅Ξν ΚÚƒ∴ôν− úΤÛλ ′Ων ∋ùΤτω ↑χÏΚρ(
Κγ′ ≅û∴ΞÚχÏλ ∋ù⊥νΤ±ûΥκ úΣôτß  ùΞ↓κΣûΟΥôΚ
ΒÚχΚ úΞηÓλ Φτß ΚÚƒ∴ôν−

1−3 ùΚôϕΘ↓κΣô∴ ΚôΩλ9 08/4 ×ςγ′
ςωΥô Ø⁄Υôγ′ ΡôΟôΚ ΒÚϕΘÕ− ♦[ Ηúςôκ♦Υ Αγ′ΥôΖνΚρ
úΣôτß ≅οΩôΤο ΒÚΣΘôλ èσ[ôη⁄τ ùΘôΟχΚιƒÛλ Μôν
ΣôςôÞΤτ[ιƒσÏ ∆γΣγ⁄ÚχΚ↑οûΩ−

≅χΚôΩ úΜô×Υ←]κΣ∞ΥôΖν
≅ùΩχΜôηΟν ωûΩΥôκ±úΚôπ
áγΟδΚρ ΦπΞôß ♣ν€χΚκΣÓ€τ[∴
ΦτΣûΘ ΡΤχÏ ↑Ζχ€∴ôν−

»Θ±ΡΣν ≅⁄κΣûΟ♠ο ∆σΣιƒ
ûΤΥδΚ↓Ûλ ΚûΟΚ↓Ûλ ♦ςεΜôςλ
ùΜµΥκΣγΟÕ− ↑ΞôΘ ûΤΥδΚÞλ
∆ρΖ∴− ΜλΣϕΘκΣγΟ ∋≅ƒΚôςκ♦ςε
Μû∴Κρ( ΚÚιÕΚ↓τ ÁÕ ΜγΟ¾↔Υô∴
áγΟδΚρ ΡΟϕΘ∴− Α∴ôο ∆ûΨχÏλ
ΞÏκ♦∴↔τ ↑ÓΘûΩχΚôΚ ΡûΟùΣσ[
ΜôΘôςΠ úΣôςôγΟιƒο ΒεùΜΥσΣôÓ
ƒ[ûΤΥôΚ ΙÚδ€ûΠχΚκΣγΟÕ− ΜγΟ
↑úςôΘΤô∴ áγΟδΚûΖ ΚΠúΡςιƒο
ΓσΣôÓ ùΜµΞν− Α∴ôο ΤƒΥ ∆ΠÜ
úΞûΖ♠ο ΤôûΩ ΒûΟúΞûΖ♠ο
ùΞ↓úΥßλ Ξ→χÏ Øτ×+ Øσ[ιΘο
≅οΩÕ ΣΩ ≅ÓχÏΚûΖ ùΚôηΟ
♣ßΞ∴δΚ↓ο+  Σ⁄χΚγÓΚ↓ο
ΡΟιΘκΣγΟ∴− ♥ΚÜλ ΦεΜ↔χûΚΥôΚ
Σ∞ΥôΖνΚρ ΚΘΞÚúΚ ΙÚ ≅ûΟκ
Σôû∴ (Plug) ΓσΣÓιÕΞν− ùΞ↓úΥßλ
Ξ→♠ο ùΤôιΘ áγΟιƒ∴Úλ Ï↑Ξν−
€Ζνε′ΥôΖνΚ↓ο ΙÚΞν ≅π↑Οιƒο
∆Ο∴⁄ΥôΚ ΦÝΞôν− ♣νΞôΚλ ùΘôûΩ
úΣ′♠ο ΚôΞΩûςι ùΘôΟν× ùΚôρÞλ−
Α∴ôο ∆ûςΚρ Øτ∴ΘôΚúΞ
ΑΥιΘκΣÓιΘκΣγÓ ≅ΞνΚρ
ΞÚΞΘσÏρ úΘûΞΥô∴ Ø⁄ùΞÓχ
ΚκΣÓλ−−−

0806 ×ςγ′♠τ úΣôÕ ≅ùΩχΜôηΟν
υûΩΥôκ±úΚôπ ×ςγ′♠τ ≅⁄ιΘΖιƒ
←ÚϕÕ ♣û∴ÜχÏ°κ×Κρ (Reminis
cences from the REvolutinary undarground)
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Activity

parliament. Liberals in Russia campaigned to end this state of affairs.
Together with the Social Democrats and Socialist Revolutionaries, they
worked with peasants and workers during the revolution of 1905 to
demand a constitution. They were supported in the empire by nationalists
(in Poland for instance) and in Muslim-dominated areas by jadidists
who wanted modernised Islam to lead their societies.

The year 1904 was a particularly bad one for Russian workers. Prices of
essential goods rose so quickly that real wages declined by 20 per cent.
The membership of workers’ associations rose dramatically. When four
members of the Assembly of Russian Workers, which had been formed
in 1904, were dismissed at the Putilov Iron Works, there was a call for
industrial action. Over the next few days over 110,000 workers in St
Petersburg went on strike demanding a reduction in the working day to
eight hours, an increase in wages and improvement in working conditions.

When the procession of workers led by Father Gapon reached the Winter
Palace it was attacked by the police and the Cossacks. Over 100 workers
were killed and about 300 wounded. The incident, known as Bloody
Sunday, started a series of events that became known as the 1905
Revolution. Strikes took place all over the country and universities closed
down when student bodies staged walkouts, complaining about the lack
of civil liberties. Lawyers, doctors, engineers and other middle-class
workers established the Union of Unions and demanded a constituent
assembly.

During the 1905 Revolution, the Tsar allowed the creation of an elected
consultative Parliament or Duma. For a brief while during the revolution,
there existed a large number of trade unions and factory committees
made up of factory workers. After 1905, most committees and unions
worked unofficially, since they were declared illegal. Severe restrictions
were placed on political activity. The Tsar dismissed the first Duma within
75 days and the re-elected second Duma within three months. He did not
want any questioning of his authority or any reduction in his power. He
changed the voting laws and packed the third Duma with conservative
politicians. Liberals and revolutionaries were kept out.

2.5 The First World War and the Russian Empire

In 1914, war broke out between two European alliances – Germany,
Austria and Turkey (the Central powers) and France, Britain and
Russia  (later Italy and Romania). Each country had a global empire

New words

Jadidists – Muslim reformers within the
Russian empire
Real wage – Reflects the quantities of
goods which the wages will actually buy.

Why were there revolutionary disturbances in
Russia in 1905? What were the demands of
revolutionaries?
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ςωΥôÜτ ÑΘϕƒςΞôƒΚρ Βεãθ♣ûΩûΥ Ø⁄ÜχÏ
ùΚôηÓΞς úΞηÓùΤτß ♦ςεΜôςλ ùΜµΘ∴ν− ΜØΘôΥ
ΤχΚΖôγ′ΞôƒΚρ+ úΜô_←] ×ςγ′ΥôΖνΚρ ↑ΞΜô♠Κρ+
ùΘô→ΩôΖνΚÞΟτ ΒûΠϕÕ 08/4 ×ςγ′♠τúΣôÕ
≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟιûΘχ úΚô↔∴ν − úΣςς′τ
úΘ′ΥΞôƒΚÞχÏ ∋ΦÓιÕχΚôγΟôΚ úΣôΩϕƒο( ØυÄλ
ΑƒχΚκΣÏƒΚ↓ο ΘδΚÞûΟΥ ΜØΘôΥδΚûΖ ΡΟιÕΞΘσÏ
ΡÅ∴κΣÓιΘκΣγΟ ΒυΩôûΤ úΚôÚλ ⊥ô⁄υÓΚ↓Ο♥ÚϕÕ
≅ΞνΚÞχÏ ΑΘςÜ €ûΟιΘÕ−
08/3Αλ ΑηÓ ςωΥ ùΘô→ΩôΖνΚÞχÏ ùΚγΟ

ΚôΩΤôΚ ΒÚϕΘÕ− ≅ιƒΥôΞ′ΥκùΣôÚγΚ↓τ ↑ûΩΚρ
♥Κ ↑ûςΞôΚ ≅ƒΚ↔ιΘ∴− ∆ηûΤ ΕƒΥδΚρ 1/
ΜΘÅΘλ Ïû[ϕΘ∴− ∆ûΨκΣôΖν ΚΨΚδΚ↓τ ∆ßκ♦∴ν
ùΘôÏƒ ↑ΥιΘÏ Øû[♠ο ≅ƒΚ↔ιΘÕ− 08/3ο ΓσΣγΟ
ςωΥ ∆ûΨκΣôΖν ΜγΟΜûΣ♠τ ΡôτÏ ∆ßκ♦∴νΚûΖ
×ƒúΩôπ ΒÚλ×ιùΘô→ο ûΤΥιƒ←ÚϕÕ ¿χ€ΥúΣôÕ
ùΘô→σΜôûΩ ΡΟΞ⁄χûΚχΚôΚ ≅ûΨκ× ΞϕΘÕ− ≅Θτ
♦τ∴ν ′Ω ΡôγΚ↓úΩúΥ ùΜ♠ηγ ÀγΟνυ Σνχ€τ 00////
ùΘô→ΩôΖνΚρ Σ∞úΡςιûΘ ΦγÓ Τ∞ΥôΚ Ïû[χΚ
úΞηÓùΤ∴Üλ ΕƒΥδΚûΖ ≅ƒΚ↔χΚ úΞηÓùΤ∴Üλ
úΞûΩε ãθ♣ûΩΚûΖ úΤλΣÓιΘ úΞηÓùΤτßλ úΚô↔
úΞûΩ ♣ßιΘιƒο ΧÓΣγΟ∴ν−
?ΣôΘν ΚúΣôτ ΘûΩûΤ♠Ωô∴ ùΘô→ΩôΖνΚ↓τ

ΕνΞΩΤô∴Õ ↑τΟν úΣΩυ Φτà♥ΟιûΘ ≅ûΟϕΘúΣôÕ
ΚôΞΩνΚÞλ úΚôΜνΚÞχÏλ ≅Θτ ÁÕ ΘôχÏΘο ΡΟιƒ∴ν−
0// úΣÚχÏλ úΤΩô∴ ùΘô→ΩôΖνΚρ ΤςΠΤûΟϕΘ∴ν−
Γ[χÏû[Υ 2// úΣν ΚôΥΤûΟϕΘ∴ν− ΒςιΘχΚΖ↔ Νô♠ß
Φτ[ûΨχΚκΣγΟ Βϕ♣ΚθÜ ΣοúΞß ùΘôΟν ♣ΚθÜΚÞχÏ
ΚôςΠΤôΚ Τô° 08/4 ×ςγ′ΥôΚ ×ΚθùΣσ[Õ− Ï⁄ΤχΚÞχÏ
ÑΘϕƒςλ ΒοûΩùΥτß ×Κôν ùΜµÕ ΤôΠΞν ÑΘϕΘςλ
ΒοûΩùΥτß ×Κôν ùΜµÕ ΤôΠΞν ΜδΚδΚρ
ùΞ↓ΡΟκ×Κρ ùΜµΘúΣôÕ ΡôÓ ØÝΞÕλ úΞûΩ ♣ßιΘλ
ùΜµΥκΣγÓ ΣοΚûΩχΚΨΚδΚρ êΟκΣγΟ∴− ΞΨχΚ°ΝνΚρ+
ΤÚιÕΞνΚρ+ ùΣô°ΥôΖνΚρ+ ♦[ ΡÓιΘς ΞÏκ×ι
ùΘô→ΩôΖνΚρ ΜδΚδΚ↓τ ΜδΚιûΘ (Uion of Union)
♣ß↑∴ν− ≅ΞνΚρ ≅ς′Υο ♣νΠΥΜûΣûΥ úΚô↔∴ν−
08/4 ×ςγ′ ΚôΩιƒο úΘνϕùΘÓχΚκΣγΟ ΣΨûΤΞôΘ
ΣôςôÞΤτ[λ ≅οΩÕ åΤôûΞ ΓσΣÓιÕΞΘσÏ ⊥ôν Ττ∴ν
≅àΤƒιΘôν− ×ςγ′ úΡςιƒο ′Ω ΚôΩλ Ξûς ùΣ↔Υ
Φη∞χûΚ♠ο ↑ΥôΣôς ΜδΚδΚρ+ ùΘô→σΣγΟû[
ùΘôΨΩôΖνΚÞΟτ á⁄Υ ΣγΟû[χÏÝχΚρ ΒÚϕΘ∴−
08/4χÏκ ♦[Ï ΣΩ ÏÝχΚρ+ ΜδΚδΚρ ΜγΟ↑úςôΘΤô∴ûΞ
Φ∴ ≅°↑χΚκΣγΟΘôο ≅ûΞ ≅ƒΚôς♥τ° Σ∞Υôσ°∴ν−
≅ς′Υο ùΜΥσΣôÓΚρ ÁÕ ¾↑ς ΚγÓΣôÓΚρ ↑ƒχΚκΣγΟ∴−
⊥ôν Ττ∴ν 64 ΡôγΚÞχÏρΖôΚúΞ ØΘο åΤôûΞ
ΚûΩιΘôν− ÁηÓλ úΘνϕùΘÓχΚκΣγΟ ΒςηΟôΞÕ åΤôûΞ
êτß ΤôΘδΚ↓ο ΚûΩιΘôν− ≅Ξν ΘτàûΟΥ
≅ƒΚôςιƒτ úΚρ↑ ΦÝκΣκΣÓΞûΘÙλ Θτ ≅ƒΚôςλ
ΦρΖΖÜλ Ïû[κΣûΘ ↑ÚλΣ↑οûΩ− ≅Ξν ΞôχΚ↓χÏλ
ΜγΟδΚûΖ Τôσ°∴ôν− êτ[ôΞÕ åúΤôûΞ ΣΨûΤΞôΘ
≅ς′Υο ΘûΩΞνΚûΖχ ùΚôηÓ ΓσΣôÓ ùΜµΘôν−
ÑΘϕƒςΞôƒΚûΖÙλ ×ςγ′ΥôΖνΚûΖÙλ çςιƒο ûΞιΘôν−

1−4 ØΘο ∆ΩΚκúΣôÚλ ςωΥκ úΣςςÑλ

0803ο ΒςηÓ Ηúςôκ♦Υ áγΟ∞ΚÞχ€ûΟúΥ úΣôν
ùΘôΟδ€ΥÕ , ù⊥νΤ±+ Αυƒ↔Υô+ ÕÚχ€ ∋ûΤΥ ΜχƒΚρ(
Τσßλ ♦ςôτυ+ ♦↔γΟτ Τσßλ ςωΥô ∋♦τ∴ν ΒιΘô←
Τσßλ ìúΤ±Υô( ΙπùΞôÚ Ρôγ⁄σÏλ ∆ΩΚΖ↑Ωô∴
úΣςςÑ ΒÚϕΘÕ−

ùΜΥο

08/4ο ςωΥô↑ο ×ςγ′ΚςΤô∴
ùΚôϕΘ↓κ×Κρ Γτ ΡΟϕΘ∴>
×ςγ′ΥôΖνΚ↓τ úΚô↔χûΚ Φτ∴>

×ƒΥ ùΜôσΚρ
⊥ô⁄υÓΚρ 9 ςωΥ úΣςς′τ ØυÄλ
≠νιƒÚιΘΞôƒΚρ−

∆ηûΤ ΕƒΥλ 9 ΕƒΥδΚ↓ο
ùΚôρØΘο ùΜµÙλ ùΣôÚγΚ↓τ
≅ΖÜΚûΖ ♦ςƒΣ←χ€[Õ−
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Activity
The year is 1916. You are a general in the
Tsar’s army on the eastern front. You are
writing a report for the government in
Moscow. In your report suggest what you
think the government should do to improve
the situation.

Fig.7 – Russian soldiers during the First
World War.
The Imperial Russian army came to be known
as the ‘Russian steam roller’. It was the
largest armed force in  the world. When this
army shifted its loyalty and began supporting
the revolutionaries, Tsarist power collapsed.

and the war was fought outside Europe as well as in
Europe. This was the First World War.

In Russia, the war was initially popular and people
rallied around Tsar Nicholas II. As the war
continued, though, the Tsar refused to consult the
main parties in the Duma. Support wore thin. Anti-
German sentiments ran high,  as can be seen in the
renaming of St Petersburg – a German name – as
Petrograd. The Tsarina Alexandra’s German
origins and poor advisers, especially a monk called
Rasputin, made the autocracy unpopular.

The First World War on the ‘eastern front’ differed
from that on the ‘western front’. In the west, armies
fought from trenches stretched along eastern
France. In the east, armies moved a good deal and
fought battles leaving large casualties. Defeats were
shocking and demoralising. Russia’s armies lost
badly in Germany and Austria  between 1914 and
1916. There were over 7 million casualties by 1917.
As they retreated, the Russian army destroyed
crops and buildings to prevent the enemy from
being able to live off the land. The destruction of
crops and buildings led to over 3 million refugees in Russia. The situation
discredited the government and the Tsar.  Soldiers did not wish to fight
such a war.

The war also had a severe impact on industry. Russia’s own industries
were few in number and  the country was cut off from other suppliers
of industrial goods by German control of the Baltic Sea. Industrial
equipment disintegrated more rapidly in Russia than elsewhere in
Europe. By 1916, railway lines began to break down. Able-bodied
men were called up to the war. As a result, there were labour shortages
and small workshops producing essentials were shut down. Large
supplies of grain were sent to feed the army. For the people in the
cities, bread and flour  became scarce. By the winter of 1916, riots at
bread shops were common.
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ùΜΥο

úΣôν ΗúςôκΣô↑σÏ ùΞ↓úΥÙλ ≅úΘúΣôο
ΗúςôκΣô↑Ûλ ΡΟϕΘÕ− ΒÕúΞ ØΘο
∆ΩΚκúΣôν−

ςωΥô↑ο úΣô↔τ ΑςλΣιƒο ΤχΚρ ΑΘςÜ
ùΣσ[Õ− ΤχΚρ ⊥ôν ♣χúΚôΩυ II↑σÏ
ΑΘςÜ ùΘ↔↑ιΘ∴ν − Α∴ôο úΣôν
ùΘôΟνϕΘΘôο åΤô↑τ Øχ€Υ Κγ′ΚûΖ
ΜϕƒκΣΘσÏ ⊥ôν ΤßιΘôν− ΑΘςÜ Ïû[ϕΘÕ−
ù⊥νΤ±♠τ ùΣΥςô∴ ùΜ♠ηγ
ÀγΟνυΣνχûΚ ùΣγúςô€ ςôτ Φ∴
ΤôσßΤΖ↑σÏ ù⊥νΤ±χÏ Φƒςô∴ ΚÚιÕΚρ
¾↑ςΤôΚ ≅ƒΚ↔ιΘ∴−

Μô↔∴ô ≅ùΩχΜôηγςô↑τ ù⊥νΤτ
úΘôσ[δΚρ ≅°Ξσ[ ΑúΩôΜΚνΚρ+ Ï°κΣôΚ
ςω×ƒτ Φτàλ Μϕ♣Υô′ ♦ς×ιÕΞ Αγ′ûΥ
♦ςΣΩΤσ[ΘôΚ Τôσ°∴ôν−

ØΘο ∆ΩΚκúΣô↔τ €ΨχÏ Øτ∴∞+
úΤσÏ Øτ∴∞♠←ÚϕÕ úΞßΣγ⁄ÚϕΘÕ−
úΤσ€ο €ΨχÏ ♦ςôτ′ο Σς↑♠ÚϕΘ
≅Κ→Κ↓←ÚϕÕ ΒςôÔΞκΣûΟ úΣô↔γΟ∴−
€Ψχ€ο ΒςôÔΞκΣûΟΚρ ΙÚ ƒγΟιƒτΣ⁄
ΡΚνϕÕ úΣςΖ↑ο ∆♠νεúΜΘλ ΓσΣÓιƒ
Øτú∴°∴− úΘôο↑Κρ ≅ƒνε′Υô∴ΘôΚÜλ
≅¿ƒ ♣û[ϕΘΘôΚÜλ ΒÚϕΘ∴− 0803 Τσßλ
0805ΚÞχÏ ΒûΟúΥ ù⊥νΤ± Τσßλ
Αυƒ↔Υô↑ο ςωΥ ΒςôÔΞλ
ΣÓúΘôο↑ΥûΟϕΘÕ− 0806χÏρ 6♥ο←ΥàχÏλ úΤΩô∴
ΤςΠδΚρ ΓσΣγΟ∴− ΒΘ∴ôο ♦τΞôδ€Υ ςωΥ ΒςôÔΞλ
Φƒ↔ΚûΖ é♥♠ο ΞôΨ↑ΟôΤο ùΜµΥ Σ♠νΚρ+ Κγ⁄ΟδΚρ
úΣôτ[Ξσû[ ≅→ιΘÕ− Σ♠νΚρ+ Κγ⁄ΟδΚρ ≅→χΚκΣγΟΘôο
ςωΥô↑ο 2 ♥ο←ΥàχÏλ ≅ƒΚΤô∴ ΤχΚρ ≅ΚƒΚΖôΚΞΘσÏ
Ξ→ΞÏιΘÕ Βεãθ♣ûΩΥôο ≅ςΜôδΚØλ ⊥ôνΚÞλ ×ΚΨûΨ
ΒΨϕΘ∴ν− ΒςôÔΞιƒ∴ν ≅ÕúΣôτ[ úΣôûς ↑Úλ♦↑οûΩ−

ΒκúΣôν ùΘô→σΜôûΩ ÁÕ ¾↑ς ΘôχΚιûΘ ΓσΣÓιƒΥÕ−
ςωΥô↑σÏ Ïû[ϕΘ ≅Ζ↑úΩúΥ ùΜôϕΘ ùΘô→σΜôûΩΚρ
ΒÚϕΘ∴− Σôο⁄χ ΚΟο ÁÕ ù⊥νΤ±♠τ ΚγÓκΣôγΟôο ΡôγÓΟτ
♦[ ùΘô→σΜôûΩ ùΣôÚγΚ↓τ ↑♣úΥôΚΘôςνΚÞΟτ ΒÚϕΘ
ùΘôΟνÜ Õη⁄χΚκΣγΟÕ− ΗúςôκΣô↑τ ♦[ ΣÏƒΚûΖχ
Κôγ⁄Ûλ ùΘô→σΜôûΩχ ΚÚ↑Κρ ♥Κ úΞΚΤôΚ ′ûΘχΚκΣγΟ∴−
0805Αλ Αη⁄σÏρ Βς♠ο ΤôνχΚδΚρ ′ûΘχΚκΣΟι
ùΘôΟδ€ΥÕ− ƒ[ûΤΥô∴ΞνΚûΖ úΣôÚχÏ  ≅ûΨιΘ∴ν− ≅Θτ
↑ûΖΞôο á←ΥôγΚρ Σσ[ôχÏû[ ΓσΣγÓ ≅ιƒΥôΞ′Υκ
ùΣôÚγΚûΖ ∆σΣιƒ ùΜµÙλ ′ß ′ß Σ∞Τû∴Κρ
êΟκΣγΟ∴− ΒςôÔΞιƒσÏ ∆ΠÜ ΞΨδÏΞΘσΚôΚ úΣςΖ↑ο
Θô±ΥδΚûΖ ≅àκ♦∴ν− ΡΚς ΤχΚÞχÏ ùςôγ⁄ Τσßλ ΤôÜ
Σσ[ôχÏû[Υô∴Õ− 0805 Ï↓ν ΚôΩιƒσÏρ ùςôγ⁄ ΚûΟΚ↓ο
ΚΩΚδΚρ ΜôΘôςΠΤôΚχ ΚôΠκΣγΟÕ−

ΣΟλ 6 9 ØΘο ∆ΩΚκúΣô↔τ úΣôÕ ςωΥ
ΒςôÔΞÅςνΚρ ΒλÀ↔Υο ςωΥ ΒςôΠΞιûΘ
ςωΥτ υ≈λ úςôΩν Φτ[ûΨκΣν− ΒÕ
∆Ω€τ  ♥Κκ  ùΣ↔Υ  ΑÙΘκΣûΟ  ΒϕΘ
ΒςôÔΞλ Θτ ΣσßßƒûΥ Τôσ°χùΚôηÓ
×ςγ′ΥôΖνΚÞχΚ ΑΘςÜ ùΘ↔↑ιΘΘôο ⊥ôν
≅ƒΚôςλ Åθε′Ùσ[Õ−

≅Õ 0805Αλ ΑηÓ ¿δΚρ €ΨχÏ
Øτ∴∞♠ο ⊥ôν ΒςôÔΞιƒο ΙÚ
ΘΖΣƒΥôΚ ΒÚχ€ÈνΚρ− ¿δΚρ ΤôυúΚô↑τ
≅ςΜôδΚιƒσÏ ΙÚ ≅°χûΚ ΦÝƒ
≅àκ×€ÈνΚρ− ãθ♣ûΩûΥ úΤλΣÓιÕΞΘσÏ
≅ςΜôδΚλ Φτ∴ ùΜµΥ úΞηÓùΤτß
¿δΚρ ΚÚÕ€ÈνΚρ ΦτΣûΘ ∆δΚρ
≅°χûΚ♠ο Ï°κ♦ΟÜλ−
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In the winter of 1917, conditions in the capital, Petrograd, were grim.
The layout of the city seemed to emphasise the divisions among its
people. The workers’ quarters and factories were located on the right
bank of the River Neva. On the left bank were the fashionable areas,
the Winter Palace, and official buildings, including the palace where
the Duma met. In February 1917, food shortages were deeply felt in
the workers’ quarters. The winter was  very cold – there had been
exceptional frost and heavy snow. Parliamentarians wishing to
preserve elected government, were opposed to the Tsar’s  desire to dissolve
the Duma.

On  22  February,  a  lockout  took  place  at  a
factory on the right bank. The next day, workers
in fifty factories called a strike in sympathy.
In many factories, women led the way to strikes.
This came to be called the International Women’s
Day. Demonstrating workers crossed from the
factory quarters to the centre of the capital – the
Nevskii Prospekt. At this stage, no political party
was actively organising the movement. As the
fashionable quarters and official buildings were
surrounded by workers, the government imposed
a curfew. Demonstrators dispersed by the evening,
but they came back on the 24th and 25th. The
government called out the cavalry and police to
keep an eye on them.

On Sunday, 25 February, the government
suspended the Duma.   Politicians spoke out against
the measure. Demonstrators returned in force to
the streets of the left bank on the 26th. On the
27th, the Police Headquarters were ransacked. The
streets thronged with people raising slogans about
bread, wages, better hours and democracy. The
government tried to control the situation and
called out the cavalry once again. However, the
cavalry refused to fire on the demonstrators. An
officer was shot at the barracks of a regiment and
three other regiments mutinied, voting to join the
striking workers.  By that evening, soldiers and

3  The February Revolution in Petrograd

Fig.8 – The Petrograd Soviet meeting in the Duma, February 1917.
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0806 Ï↓νΚôΩιƒο ùΣγúςô€ςôγ ΡΚςιƒο ãθ♣ûΩΚρ ♥ΚÜλ
úΤôΜΤôΚ ΒÚϕΘ∴− ΡΚςιƒτ ×[ιúΘôσ[λ ΤχΚ↓ûΟúΥ
♦↔↑û∴Κρ ΒÚϕΘûΘ ∆ßƒ ùΜµΘÕ− ∆ûΨκΣôΖνΚ↓τ
ΘδÏ♥ΟδΚÞλ ùΘô→σΣγΟû[ΚÞλ úΡΞô Ασ°τ ΞΩÕ
Κûς♠τ ≅ûΤϕƒÚϕΘ∴− ΒΟÕ Κûς♠ο ΡôΚÃΚΤôΚ
ΣÏƒΚÞλ+ ↑ηΟν ΣôΩυ+ ≅ςÑχ Κγ⁄ΟδΚρ+ åΤô↑τ
áγΟδΚρ ΡûΟùΣßλ ≅ςηΤû∴ ∆ρ↓γΟ ≅û∴ιÕλ
≅ûΤϕƒÚϕΘ∴−

0806 ♦κςΞ↔♠ο ∆ûΨκΣôΖν Ï⁄♠Úκ×Κ↓ο ¾↑ς
∆ΠÜκΣσ[ôχÏû[ ΓσΣγΟÕ− Ï↓ν ΚÓûΤΥôΚ ΒÚϕΘÕ−
≅ΜôΘôςΠ ∆û[Σ±Ùλ Κ∴ιΘ Σ±Ùλ ΒÚϕΘÕ−
úΘνϕùΘÓχΚκΣγΟ ≅ςΜôδΚιûΘχ ΚôκΣôσ[ úΞηÓùΤ∴ úΚô↔Υ
ΣôςôÞΤτ[ ∆ßκ♦∴νΚρ åΤôûΞ ΚûΩχΚ úΞηÓùΤτàλ
⊥ô↔τ úΚô↔χûΚûΥ ΦƒνιΘ∴ν−

♦κςΞ↔ 11ο ΞΩÕ Κûς♠←ÚϕΘ
Σ∞Τû∴ΚûΖ ΘσΚô←ΚΤôΚ ê⁄↑γΟ∴ν−
ΤßΡôρ ΒΘσÏ ΚÚûΠ ΚôγÓλ ΞûΚ♠ο
ΗλΣÕ ΣγΟû[κ Σ∞ΥôΖνΚρ úΞûΩ
♣ßιΘιƒσÏ ≅ûΨκ× ↑ÓιΘ∴ν − ΣΩ
ùΘô→σΣγΟû[Κ↓ο ùΣηΚρ úΞûΩ
♣ßιΘιƒσÏ ΘûΩûΤ Ξ€ιΘ∴ν− ΒûΘ
ΜνúΞúΘΜ ΤΚ↓ν ƒ∴λ Φτß ≅ûΨιΘ∴ν−
Σ∞ΥôΖνΚρ ΕνΞΩΤôΚ ùΘô→σΣγΟû[
ΘδÏ♥ΟδΚ↓←ÚϕÕ ΘûΩ ΡΚςιƒσ€ûΟúΥ
∆ρΖ ùΡπυ€ ♦ςôυùΣχûΟ ≅ûΟϕΘ∴ν−
ΒϕΘ ♣ûΩ♠ο+ ΦϕΘ ≅ς′Υο Κγ′Ùλ
ΒΥχΚιûΘ ÑßÑßκΣôΚ ♣νΞ€χΚ ↑οûΩ−
≅ƒΡÅ∴ Ï⁄♠Úκ× Κγ⁄ΟδΚûΖÙλ+
≅ςÑχΚγ⁄ΟδΚûΖÙλ Σ∞ΥôΖνΚρ Ñσ°
ØσßûΚ♠γΟΘôο ≅ςΜôδΚλ ΕςΟδÏ
∆ιΘςûΞκ ♦[κ♦ιΘÕ− ΑνΣôγΟχΚôςνΚρ
ΤôûΩ♠ο ƒÚλ♦ε ùΜτß↑γΟ∴ν− Α∴ôο
≅ΞνΚρ 13+ 14 úΘƒΚ↓ο ÁηÓλ ΞϕΘ∴ν−
≅ΞνΚûΖχ ΚηΚô∞χΚ ÏƒûςκΣûΟûΥÙλ
ΚôΞΩνΚûΖÙλ ≅ςΜôδΚλ ≅ûΨκ× ↑ÓιΘÕ−
♦κςΞ↔ 14 Νô♠σßχ€ΨûΤΥτß ≅ςΜôδΚλ
åΤôûΞ ΚûΩιÕ↑γΟÕ− ΑúΞΜΤôΚ
∆ûςΥôσ°∴ν− ΑνκΣγΟôχΚôςνΚρ 15Αλ úΘƒ
ΒΟÕ Κûς ΣχΚΤôΚ ∆ρΖ ÅƒχÏρ ƒÚλ♦
ΞϕΘ∴ν− 16Αλ úΘƒ ΚôΞΩ↔τ ΘûΩûΤε
ùΜΥΩΚλ ãû[ΥôΟκΣγΟÕ− ùςôγ⁄ ΕƒΥδΚρ+
úΤλΣγΟ Σ∞úΡςδΚρ+ ΤχΚΖôγ′ Σσ°Υ
ØΨχΚδΚ↓γΟ ΤχΚΖôο ÅƒΚρ áγΟλ
≅ûΩúΤôƒΥÕ− ãθ♣ûΩûΥ ΚγÓκΣôγ⁄σÏρ
ùΚôηÓ Ξς ≅ςΜôδΚλ ÁηÓλ Ïƒûςκ
ΣûΟûΥ ΞςΞûΨιΘÕ − Α∴ôο
ΑνκΣôγΟχΚôςνΚρ ÁÕ ÕκΣôχ€ε ãÓ
ΡΟιÕΞΘσÏ ÏƒûςκΣûΟ ΤßιΘÕ− ΙÚ
ΣûΟκ♦↔↑τ ØΚô♥ο ΙÚ ≅ƒΚô↔ûΥε
ÑγΟ∴ν− úΞûΩ ♣ßιΘλ ùΜµÙλ
∆ûΨκΣôΖνΚÞΟτ ΒûΠϕÕ ΞôχΚ↓χΚ
ΒûΜϕÕ úΤÛλ êτß ΣûΟκ♦↔ÜΚρ ΚΩΚιƒο
ΧÓΣγΟ∴− ΤôûΩκ ùΣôÝƒσÏρ ΒςôÔΞιƒ∴ν−
úΞûΩ ♣ßιΘλ ùΜµÙλ

2− ùΣγúςô €ςô⁄ο ♦κςΞ↔ ×ςγ′

ΣΟλ8.-åΤô↑ο ùΣγúςô€ςôγ úΜô↑Υι ΤôΡôÓ− ♦κςΞ↔ 1917.
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Box 1

Activity

striking workers had gathered to form a ‘soviet’ or ‘council’ in the same
building as the Duma met. This was the Petrograd Soviet.

The very next day, a delegation went to see the Tsar. Military commanders
advised him to abdicate. He followed their advice and abdicated on 2
March. Soviet leaders and Duma leaders formed a Provisional
Government to run the country. Russia’s future would be decided by a
constituent assembly, elected on the basis of universal adult suffrage.
Petrograd had led the February Revolution that brought down the
monarchy in February 1917.

Women in the February Revolution

‘Women workers, often ... inspired their male co-workers … At the Lorenz telephone
factory, … Marfa Vasileva almost single handedly called a successful strike. Already that
morning, in celebration of Women’s Day, women workers had presented red bows to the
men … Then Marfa Vasileva, a milling machine operator stopped work and declared an
impromptu strike. The workers on the floor were ready to support her … The foreman
informed the management and sent her a loaf of bread.  She took the bread but refused to
go back to work. The administrator asked her again why she refused to work and she
replied, “I cannot be the only one who is satiated when others are hungry”.  Women
workers from another section of the factory gathered around Marfa in support and
gradually all the other women ceased working. Soon the men downed their tools as well
and the entire crowd rushed onto the street.’

From: Choi Chatterji, Celebrating Women (2002).

3.1 After February

Army officials, landowners and industrialists were influential in the
Provisional Government. But the liberals as well as socialists among
them worked towards an elected government. Restrictions on public
meetings and associations were removed. ‘Soviets’, like the Petrograd
Soviet, were set up everywhere, though no common system of election
was followed.

In April 1917, the Bolshevik leader Vladimir Lenin returned to Russia
from his exile. He and the Bolsheviks had opposed the war since 1914.
Now he felt it was time for soviets to take over power. He declared
that the war be brought to a close, land be transferred to the peasants,
and banks be nationalised. These three demands were Lenin’s ‘April
Theses’. He also argued that the Bolshevik Party rename itself the
Communist Party to indicate its new radical aims. Most others in the
Bolshevik Party were initially surprised by the April Theses. They thought
that the time was not yet ripe for a

Look again at Source A and Box 1.

Ø List five changes in the mood of the
workers.

Ø Place yourself in the position of a woman
who has seen both situations and write
an account of what has changed.
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ΚγΟλ 0

∆ûΨκΣôΖνΚρ åΤô á⁄Υ ≅úΘ Κγ⁄Οιƒο úΜô↑Υι
≅οΩÕ ΚÜτ′ο ΓσΣÓιÕΞΘσÏ áγΟλ áγ⁄∴ν− ≅ÕúΞ
ùΣγúςô€ςôγ úΜô↑Υι−

ΤßΡôρ ΙÚ ♦ςƒ♣ƒχ ÏÝ ⊥ôûς ΜϕƒχΚε ùΜτ[Õ
ΒςôÔΞι ΘΖΣƒΚρ ≅Ξûς ΘôΤôΚúΞ ΣΘ↑ ↑ΩÏλΣ⁄
≅°Üßιƒ∴ν− ≅ΞνΚ↓τ ≅°ÜûςûΥ Γσß Τôνε 1ο
≅Ξν Θ↑ ↑Ω€∴ôν− úΜô↑Υι ΘûΩΞνΚÞλ åΤô
ΘûΩΞνΚÞλ ΙÚ ΘσΚô←Κ ≅ςΜôδΚιûΘ ΡôγûΟ ΑΖ
∆ÚΞôχ€∴ν− ΞΥÕΞϕúΘôν ≅û∴ΞÚχÏλ ΞôχÏ↔ûΤ
≅⁄κΣûΟ♠ο úΘνϕùΘÓχΚκΣγΟ ≅ς′Υο ♣νΠΥ ΜûΣ
ςωΥô↑τ ΦƒνΚôΩιûΘ Ø⁄Ü ùΜµΘÕ− ♦κςΞ↔ 0806ο
Ø⁄Υôγ′ûΥ ¿χ€↑γΟ ♦κςΞ↔ ×ςγ′χÏ ùΣγúςô€ςôγ
ΘûΩûΤ Ξ€ιΘÕ−

2−0− ♦κςΞ↔χÏκ ♦τ
ΒςôÔΞ ≅ƒΚô↔Κρ+ ♣ΩεÑΞôτΘôνΚρ+ ùΘô→ο
ΞοÛΡνΚρ ΘσΚô←Κ ≅ςΜôδΚιƒο ΒÚϕΘ∴ν− Α∴ôο
≅ΞνΚ↓ûΟúΥ ΒÚϕΘ ÑΘϕƒςΞôƒΚρ+ úΜô×Υ←]ΞôƒΚρ
úΘνϕùΘÓχΚκΣγΟ ≅ςΜôδΚιƒτ Θςκ♦ο úΞûΩ ùΜµΘ∴ν−
ùΣôÕχáγΟδΚρ Τσßλ ΚΨΚδΚρ ÁΘô∴ ΘûΟΚρ
↑ΩχΚκΣγΟ∴− ùΣγúςô€ςôγ úΜô↑Υι úΣôτ[ úΜô↑ΥιÕΚρ
≅û∴ιÕ ΒΟδΚ↓Ûλ ΓσΣÓιΘκΣγΟ∴−

Γκςο 0806ο úΣôοω↑χ ΘûΩΞν ↑∴ô⁄ÁνùΩ±τ Θτ
ΡôÓΚΟιΘο ΘηΟû∴♠←ÚϕÕ ƒÚλ♦ ΞϕΘôν− 0803 ØΘο
≅Ξν Τσßλ úΣôοω↑χÏΚρ úΣôûς ΦƒνιΘ∴ν− ΘσúΣôÕ
úΜô↑ΥιΚρ ≅ƒΚôςιûΘ ûΚκΣσßλ úΡςλ ûΚá⁄ÙρΖÕ
Φτß ΚÚƒ∴ν − úΣôûς Ø⁄ÜχÏχ ùΚôηÓ
ΞςúΞηÓùΤ∴Üλ+ ♣ΩιûΘ ↑ΞΜô♠ΚÞχÏ Σ€νϕΘ↓χΚ
úΞηÓùΤ∴Üλ ≅Ξν ≅°↑ιΘôν −  Βλêτß
úΚô↔χûΚΚúΖ ùΩ±±τ Γκςο úΚôγΣôÓΚΖôÏλ−
ØσúΣôχÏΞôΘ ΒΩγ′ΥδΚûΖ ♦ςƒΣ←χÏλ ↑ΘΤôΚ
úΣôου↑χ Κγ′ûΥ Κλë±υγ Κγ′ΥôΚ
Τôσ[úΞηÓùΤτß ≅Ξν ΞôƒγΟôν− ØΘ←ο úΣôοω↑χ
Κγ′♠ÛρΖ ΣΩν Γκςο úΚôγΣôÓΚ↓τ ÁÕ ↑ΥκûΣ
ùΞ↓κΣÓιΘ∴ν− úΜô×Υ←] ×ςγ′χÏ úΡςλ Βτàλ
Ξς↑οûΩ Φτß ΘσΚô←Κ ≅ςΜôδΚιƒσÏ

♦κςΞ↔ ×ςγ′♠ο ùΣηΚρ

ùΣη ∆ûΨκΣôΖνΚρ+ ≅⁄χΚ⁄−−− ≅ΞνΚÞûΟΥ ΜΚ Ε→ΥνΚûΖ ∆σΜôΚκΣÓιƒ∴ν−
úΩôςφÑ ùΘôûΩúΣ′ ΣγΟû[♠ο−−−− Τôν?Σô Ξ′úΩΞô Φτàλ ùΣη Θ±ΥôΖôΚ ΙÚ
ùΞσ°ΚςΤô∴ úΞûΩ ♣ßιΘιûΘ ΡΟιƒ∴ôν− ≅τß ΚôûΩ♠ο ΡûΟùΣσ[ ΤΚ↓ν
ƒ∴χùΚôηΟôγΟιƒο ùΣη ∆ûΨκΣôΖνΚρ ΑηΚÞχÏ ′Ξκ× ΚÝιÕκΣγûΟΚûΖ
Σ↔ΜôΚ ΞΨδ€∴ν−−− ≅κúΣôÕ Τôν?Σô Ξô′úΩΞô Φτàλ ΑûΩ ΒΥϕƒς ΡΟιÕ∴ν
úΞûΩûΥ ♣ßιƒ↑γÓ ƒ≈ν úΞûΩ ♣ßιΘιûΘ ≅°↑ιΘôν− ≅δ€ÚϕΘ ∆ûΨκΣôΖνΚρ
≅ΞÚχÏ ΑΘςÜ ΘÚΞΘσÏ ΑΥιΘΤô∴ôνΚρ−−− úΤσΣôνûΞΥôΖν ∆↔ûΤΥôΖÚχÏ
ΘΚΞο ≅↓ιÕ ≅ΞÚχÏ ùςôγ⁄ûΥ ≅àκ♦∴ôν− ≅Ξν ùςôγ⁄ûΥ Ξôδ€χùΚôηΟôÛλ
ÁηÓλ úΞûΩχÏε ùΜοΩ ΤßιΘôν− ≅Ξν úΞûΩ ùΜµΥ Γτ ΤßιΘôν− Φτß ♣νΞô€
ÁηÓλ úΚγΟôν− ≅Ξν ΒπΞôß ΣƒΩ↓ιΘôν− Τσ[ΞνΚρ Σ′ιƒÚχΚ Ρôτ ΤγÓλ
Τ∴♣û[Ü ùΚôρΖΤôγúΟτ− ùΘô→σΣγΟû[♠τ Τσù[ôÚ ♦↔↑←ÚϕΘ ùΣη
∆ûΨκΣôΖνΚρ ≅ΞÚχÏ ΑΘςÜ ùΘ↔↑χÏλ ΞûΚ♠ο Τν?ΣôûΞε Ñσ° áγΟλ
á⁄∴ν− ∆Οú∴ ΑηΚÞλ úΞûΩûΥ  ↑γÓ↑γÓ úΞûΩ ♣ßιΘιƒο ΧÓΣγΟ∴ν−
ΒΞνΚρ ≅û∴ΞÚλ ÅƒΚ↓ο ϑ⁄ι ƒ↔ϕΘ∴ν−

ΑΘôςλ ≅ Τσßλ ΚγΟλ 0ο ÁηÓλ
ΣôνχΚÜλ−
Ø ∆ûΨκΣôΖνΚ↓τ Τ∴ ♣ûΩ♠ο
ΓσΣγΟ ΗϕÕ Τôσ[δΚûΖ ΦÝΘÜλ−
Ø ΒςηÓ ãθ♣ûΩΚûΖÙλ ΚηΟ
ùΣηΤ∞ ΒΟιƒο ¿ ΒÚκΣΘôΚχ
ΚÚÕ− Τô°Υ ãθ♣ûΩΚûΖκ Σσ°
ΙÚ Ï°κ× ΞûςΚ−

ùΜΥο
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socialist revolution and the Provisional Government needed to be
supported. But the developments of the subsequent months changed
their attitude.

Through the summer the workers’ movement spread. In industrial
areas, factory committees were formed  which began questioning
the way industrialists ran their factories. Trade unions grew in
number. Soldiers’ committees were formed in the army. In June,
about 500 Soviets sent representatives to an All Russian Congress
of Soviets. As the Provisional Government saw its power reduce
and Bolshevik influence grow, it decided to take stern measures
against the spreading discontent. It resisted attempts by workers
to run factories  and began arresting leaders .  Popular
demonstrations staged by the Bolsheviks in July 1917 were sternly
repressed. Many Bolshevik leaders had to go into hiding or flee.

Meanwhile in the countryside, peasants and their Socialist
Revolutionary leaders pressed for a redistribution of land. Land
committees were formed to handle this. Encouraged by the
Socialist Revolutionaries, peasants seized land between July and
September 1917.

Fig.9 – A Bolshevik image of Lenin
addressing workers in April 1917.

Fig.10 – The July Days. A pro-Bolshevik demonstration on 17 July 1917 being fired upon by the army.
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ΑΘςÜ ΞΨδΚ úΞη⁄Υ ≅Ξ′Υλ ∆ρΖÕ Φτß ≅ΞνΚρ
ΚÚƒ∴ν −  Α∴ôο ♦ϕûΘΥ ΤôΘδΚ↓ο ΚΟϕΘ
Øτú∴σ[δΚρ ≅ΞνΚ↓τ Τ∴κΣôδ€û∴ Τôσ°∴−

úΚôûΟχΚôΩιƒο ∆ûΨκΣôΖν ΒΥχΚλ ↑↔ΞûΟϕΘÕ−
ùΘô→σΜôûΩκ ΣÏƒΚ↓ο ùΘô→σΣγΟû[ ÏÝχΚρ ΓσΣγΟ∴−
ΒûΞ ùΘô→ο ΞοÛΡνΚρ Θλ Σ∞Τû∴ΚûΖ ΡΟιÕλ
↑ΘιûΘ ↑∴ô ΦÝκΣι ùΘôΟδ€∴− ∆ûΨκΣôΖν
ΜδΚδΚ↓τ Φη∞χûΚ ≅ƒΚ↔ιΘÕ− ΒςôÔΞιƒο
ΒςôÔΞιƒ∴ν ÏÝχΚρ ΓσΣγΟ∴− ⊥ø±ο+ Γ[χÏû[Υ
4// úΣν úΜô↑ΥιÕΚρ úΜô↑ΥιÕχΚ↓τ ≅û∴ιÕ ςωΥ
Κôδ€ς′σÏ ♦ςƒ♣ƒΚûΖ ≅àκ♦ΥÕ− ΘσΚô←Κ ≅ςΜôδΚλ
Θτ ≅ƒΚôςλ Ïû[ϕÕ úΣôοω↑χ ùΜοΞôχÏ ΞΖνΞûΘχ
ΚηΟΘôο Θτ ÁÕ ≅ƒÚκƒ ΣςÜΞûΘι ΘÓκΣΘσÏ
Κ⁄∴Τô∴ ΡΟΞ⁄χûΚΚûΖ úΤσùΚôρΖ Ø⁄Ü ùΜµΘÕ−
ùΘô→σΣγΟû[ΚûΖ ΡΟιÕΞΘσÏ ∆ûΨκΣôΖνΚρ ùΜµΘ
ØΥσ′ûΥ ≅Õ ΘÓιÕ ΘûΩΞνΚûΖ ûΚÕ ùΜµΥι
ùΘôΟδ€ΥÕ− ⊥øûΩ 0806ο úΣôοω↑χÏΚρ ♣νΞ€ιΘ
ΤχΚ↓τ ΑΘςÜ ùΣσ[ ΑνκΣôγΟδΚûΖ Κ⁄∴ΤôΚ
ΙÓχ€ΥÕ− ΣΩ úΣôοω↑χ ΘûΩΞνΚρ ΘûΩΤû[Ξô♠∴ν−
≅οΩÕ ϑ⁄↑γΟ∴ν− ≅úΘ ΜΤΥιƒο €ςôΤκ×[δΚ↓ο
↑ΞΜô♠Κρ+ ≅ΞνΚ↓τ úΜô×Υ←Μ ×ςγ′ιΘûΩΞνΚρ
♣ΩιûΘ ΤßΣ€νÜ ùΜµΥ úΞηÓùΤ∴ Ξσ×ßιΘκΣγΟ∴ν−
ΒΞσû[ ♣νΞ€κΣΘσÏ ♣ΩχÏÝχΚρ ∆ÚΞôχΚκΣγΟ∴−
úΜô×Υ←] ×ςγ′ΥôΖνΚΖôο ∆σΜôΚκΣÓιΘκΣγΟ
↑ΞΜô♠Κρ 0806 ⊥øûΩ ùΜκΟλΣν ΤôΘδΚÞχ€ûΟúΥ
♣ΩιûΘχ ûΚκΣσ°χ ùΚôηΟ∴ν−

ΣΟλ 8 Γκςο 0806ο ∆ûΨκΣôΖνΚûΖ
úΡôχ€ ∆ûςûΥôσßλ ùΩ±τ

ΣΟλ 0/9   ⊥øûΩ 0806ο úΣôοω↑χ ΡΟιƒΥ ΑνκΣôγΟλ ÁÕ ΒςôÔλ ÕκΣôχ€ε ãÓ ΡΟιÕλ Κôγ′−
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Box 23.2 The Revolution of October 1917

As the conflict between the Provisional Government and the Bolsheviks
grew, Lenin feared the Provisional Government would set up a
dictatorship. In September, he began discussions for an uprising against
the government. Bolshevik supporters in the army, soviets and  factories
were brought together.

On 16 October 1917, Lenin persuaded the Petrograd Soviet and the
Bolshevik Party to agree to a socialist seizure of power. A Military
Revolutionary Committee was appointed by the Soviet under Leon
Trotskii to organise the seizure. The date of the event was kept a secret.

The uprising began on 24 October. Sensing trouble, Prime Minister
Kerenskii had left the city to summon troops. At dawn, military
men loyal to the government seized the buildings of two Bolshevik
newspapers. Pro-government troops were sent to take over telephone
and telegraph offices and protect the Winter Palace. In a swift
response, the Military Revolutionary Committee ordered its
supporters to seize government offices and arrest ministers. Late in
the day, the ship Aurora shelled the Winter Palace. Other vessels
sailed down the Neva and took over various military points. By
nightfall, the city was under the committee’s control and the
ministers had surrendered. At a meeting of the All Russian Congress
of Soviets in Petrograd, the majority approved the Bolshevik action.
Uprisings took place in other cities. There was heavy fighting –
especially in Moscow – but by December, the Bolsheviks controlled
the Moscow-Petrograd area.

Fig.11 – Lenin (left) and Trotskii (right) with
workers at Petrograd.

Date of the Russian Revolution

Russia followed the Julian calendar until
1 February 1918. The country then changed to
the Gregorian calendar, which is followed
everywhere today. The Gregorian dates are
13 days ahead of the Julian dates. So by our
calendar, the ‘February’ Revolution took place
on 12th March and the ‘October’ Revolution
took place on 7th November.

Some important dates

1850s -1880s
Debates over socialism in Russsia.

1898
Formation of the Russian Social Democratic
Workers Party.

1905
The Bloody Sunday and the Revolution of
1905.

1917
2nd March - Abdication of the Tsar.
24th October - Bolshevik unprising in
Petrograd.

1918-20
The Civil War.

1919
Formation of Comintern.

1929
Beginning of Collectivisation.
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ΚγΟλ 12−1 0806τ ≅χúΟôΣν ×ςγ′

ΘσΚô←Κ ≅ςΜôδΚιƒσÏλ úΣôοω↑χÏΚÞχ€ûΟúΥ
ΜεΜςÜΚρ ≅ƒΚ↔ιΘΘôο+ ΘσΚô←Κ ≅ςΜôδΚλ
ΜνΞôƒΚôςιûΘ ♣ß↑Óλ Φτß ùΩ±τ ΣΥϕΘôν−
ùΜκΟλΣ↔ο ≅ςΜôδΚιƒσÏ ΦƒςôΚ ΚΩΚλ ΓσΣÓιΘ ≅Ξν
↑ΞôΘδΚûΖι ùΘôΟδ€∴ôν −  úΜô↑ΥιÕΚρ+
ùΘô→σΣγΟû[Κρ+ ΒςôÔΞιƒ←ÚϕΘ úΣôου↑χ
ΑΘςΞôΖνΚûΖ ΙτßΣÓιƒ∴ôν−

0806 ≅χúΟôΣν 05ο ùΩ±τ ùΣγúςô €ςôκ úΜô↑Υι+
úΣôοω↑χ Κγ′ûΥ  úΜô×Υ←] Øû[♠ο Αγ′ûΥχ
ûΚκΣσ[ Ικ×χùΚôρÞΤôß úΞη⁄∴ôν −
ûΚΞΜκΣÓιƒχùΚôρΞΘσÏ  ←úΥôτ γúςôγυ€
ΘûΩûΤ♠ο úΜô↑Υι ΙÚ ΒςôÔΞ ×ςγ′χÏÝûΞ
♣Υ♥ιΘÕ ≅ιúΘƒûΥ ΒςΚ′ΥΤôΚ ûΞιΘ∴ν−

ΚΩΚλ ≅χúΟôΣν 13ο ùΘôΟδ€ΥÕ− ♦ςε′û∴ûΥ ∆ΠνϕÕ
♦ςΘΤν ùΚôτυ€ ΒςôÔΞι ÕÚκ×ΚûΖ ΞςΞûΨχΚ
ΡΚςιƒ←ÚϕÕ ×[κΣγΟôν− ↑⁄ΥσΚôûΩ♠ο ΒςôÔΞιƒ∴ν−
≅ςΜôδΚιƒσÏ ↑ÑΞôΜΤôΚ ΒÚϕΘΘôο ΒςηÓ úΣôοω↑χ
ùΜµƒιΘôρ Κγ⁄ΟδΚûΖ ûΚκΣσ°χ ùΚôηΟ∴ν−
ùΘôûΩúΣ′+ Θϕƒ ùΜΥΩΚδΚûΖ ûΚκΣσ°χ ùΚôρΞΘσÏ+
↑τΟν úΣΩû] ΣôÕΚôκΣΘσÏ ≅ςΜôδΚιƒσÏ ΜôΘΚΤô∴
ÕÚκ×χΚûΖ ≅àκ♦∴ν− ∆Ο∴⁄ΥôΚ ÕΩδ€Υ ΒςôÔΞ
×ςγ′χÏÝ ≅ςΜôδΚ ≅ÛΞΩΚδΚûΖ ûΚκΣσ°χ ùΚôρΖ
úΞηÓùΤτßλ+ Τϕƒ↔ΚûΖ ûΚÕ ùΜµΥ úΞηÓùΤτßλ
Θτ ΑΘςΞôΖνΚÞχÏ ΑûΠ♠γΟÕ− Ηúςôκ♦Υ ΣΟÏ
↑τΟν úΣΩυ ÁÕ ΘôχÏΘο ΡΟιƒΥÕ− Α∴ôο ↑Úλ♦Υ
↑ûΖÜ ΓσΣΟ↑οûΩ− Τσ[ ΣΟÏΚρ ùΡΞô↑ο ΣΥ∞ιÕ
ΣοúΞß ΒςôÔΞκ ΣÏƒΚûΖχ ûΚκΣσ°∴− ΒÚρ ÏÝλ
úΡςιƒο ΡΚςΤô∴Õ ÏÝ↑τ ΚγÓκΣôγ⁄ο ΒÚϕΘÕ−
Τϕƒ↔Κρ ΜςΠûΟϕΘ∴ν− ùΣγúςô €ςô⁄ο ΡΟϕΘ
úΜô↑ΥιÕΚ↓τ ≅û∴ιÕ ςωΥ Κôδ€ςυ áγΟιƒο
ùΣÚλΣôΩô∴ ∆ßκ♦∴νΚρ úΣôοω↑χ ùΜΥûΩ
ΓσßχùΚôηΟ∴ν− ♦[ ΡΚςδΚ↓ο ΚΩΚδΚρ ΓσΣγΟ∴−
ùΣÚλ úΣôςôγΟδΚρ Øχ€ΥΤôΚ ΤôυúΚô↑ο ΡûΟùΣσ[∴−
Α∴ôο ⁄ΜλΣÚχÏρ úΣôοω↑χÏΚρ ΤôυúΚô,ùΣγúςô€ςôγ
ΣÏƒûΥ Θλ ΚγÓκΣôγ⁄σÏρ ùΚôηÓ ΞϕΘ∴ν−

ςωΥκ ×ςγ′ úΘƒ ♦κςΞ↔ 0+ 0807 Ξûς
ςωΥô ⊥ ø←Υτ ΡôγΚôγ⁄ûΥκ
♦τΣσ°ΥÕ− ≅κúΣôƒ←ÚϕÕ ∆ΩΚλ
ØÝΞÕλ ΣΥτΣÓιÕλ €↔úΚô↔Υτ
ΡôγΚôγ⁄σÏ Τô°ΥÕ− ΒûΘ Βτß
≅û∴ιÕ ΒΟδΚ↓Ûλ
♦τΣσß€τ[∴ν− €↔úΚô↔Υτ úΘƒΚρ
⊥ø←Υτ úΘƒΚûΖ ↑Ο 02 ΡôγΚρ
Øτ∴ΘôΚ ΒÚχÏλ− Φ∴úΞ Ρλ
ΡôγΚôγ⁄♠τΣ⁄ ♦κςΞ↔ ×ςγ′ Τôνε
01Ûλ ≅χúΟôΣν ×ςγ′ ΡΞλΣν 6Ûλ
ΡΟϕΘ∴−

′Ω Øχ€Υ úΘƒΚρ
1850 -1880 ΑηÓΚÞχ€ΟúΥ
ςωΥ úΜô_←]ιƒτ ÁÕ ↑ΞôΘδΚρ−
1898

ςωΥτ úΜô_←υγ ùΟΤôχς⁄χ ΞνΚνυ
Κγ′ úΘôσ[λ−
1905

ΒςιΘχΚΖ↔ Νô♠ß 1905 τ ×ςγ′
1917

2nd Τôνε , ⊥ôν Ττ∴ν ≅↔ΥûΠûΥ
↑γÓ ↑ΩÏΘο−
24 th ≅χúΟôΣν , ùΣγúςô€ςô⁄ο
úΣôοω↑χ ΚΩΚλ
1918-20

∆ρΡôγÓκ úΣôν
1919

ùΚô♥τΟντ ΓσΣÓΘο
1929

áγÓ ↑ΞΜôΥ ♣ΩεúΜΚ↔κ× ùΘôΟχΚλ−

ΣΟλ00 9 ùΣγúςô€ςô⁄ο ∆ûΨκΣôΖνΚÞΟτ
ùΩ±τ ∋ΒΟκΣχΚλ( Τσßλ γςôυ€ ∋ΞΩκΣχΚλ(
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4  What Changed after October?

The Bolsheviks were totally opposed to private property. Most industry
and banks were nationalised in November 1917. This meant that the
government took over ownership and management. Land was declared
social property and peasants were allowed to seize the land of the nobility.
In cities, Bolsheviks enforced the partition of large houses according to
family requirements. They banned the use of the old titles of aristocracy.
To assert the change, new uniforms were designed for the army and
officials, following a clothing competition organised in 1918 – when
the Soviet hat (budeonovka) was chosen.

The Bolshevik Party was renamed the Russian Communist Party
(Bolshevik). In November 1917, the Bolsheviks conducted the
elections to the Constituent Assembly, but they failed to gain
majority support. In January 1918, the Assembly rejected Bolshevik
measures and Lenin dismissed the Assembly. He thought the All
Russian Congress of Soviets was more democratic than an assembly
elected in uncertain conditions. In March 1918, despite opposition
by their political allies, the Bolsheviks made peace with Germany
at Brest Litovsk. In the years that followed, the Bolsheviks became the
only party to participate in the
elections to the All  Russian
Congress of Soviets, which became
the Parliament of the country.
Russia became a one-party state.
Trade unions were kept under
party control. The secret police
(called the Cheka first, and later
OGPU and NKVD) punished
those who crit icised the
Bolsheviks. Many young writers
and artists rallied to the Party
because it stood for socialism and
for change. After October 1917,
this led to experiments in the arts
and architecture. But many became
disi llus ioned because of the
censorship the Party encouraged.

Fig.13 – May Day demonstration in Moscow in 1918.

Fig.12 – A soldier wearing the Soviet hat
(budeonovka).
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4

úΣôοω↑χÏΚρ Θ±Υôν ùΜôιÕχΚÞχÏ ØÝΞÕλ
Φƒςô∴ΞνΚρ− ΡΞλΣν 0806ο ΣΩ ùΘô→σΜôûΩΚûΖÙλ
Ξδ€ΚûΖÙλ úΘ′ΥΤΥΤôχ€∴ν− ≅ΘôΞÕ ≅Ξσ°τ
∆↔ûΤûΥÙλ+ ♣νΞôΚιûΘÙλ ≅ςΜôδΚλ ΦÓιÕχ ùΚôηΟÕ−
♣ΩιûΘ ΜØΘôΥ ùΜôιÕ Φ∴ ≅°↑ιΘ∴ν− ♦ς×χΚ↓τ ♣ΩιûΘ
↑ΞΜô♠Κρ ûΚΞΜκΣÓιƒχùΚôρΖ ≅àΤƒιΘ∴ν− ΡΚςδΚ↓ο
ÏÓλΣιúΘûΞΚÞχúΚσΣ ùΣ↔Υ ÅÓΚûΖ ♦↔κΣûΘ ΡûΟ
Øû[κΣÓιƒ∴ν− ∆Υν ΞÏκ♦∴ν Φτß Ï°κ♦Óλ ùΜôσΚûΖ
ΘûΟ ùΜΥΘ∴ν− ΒλΤôσ[δΚÞχÏ Øχ€ΥιÕΞΤ↓ιÕ 0807ο
ΑûΟκ úΣôγ⁄ûΥ ♣νΞ€ιÕ ΒςôÔΞιƒ∴ÚχÏλ+
≅ƒΚô↔ΚÞχÏλ ×ƒΥ ≠ÚûΟΚûΖ Ξ⁄ΞûΤιΘ∴ν −
≅εΜΤΥιƒúΩúΥ úΜô↑Υι ùΘôκ♦ ∋×⁄úΥôú∴ôδΚô(ûΥ úΘνÜ
ùΜµΘ∴ν−

úΣôοω↑χ Κγ′ûΥ ςωΥ Κλë±] Κγ′ Φ∴ Τôσ°∴ν−
ΡΞλΣν 0806ο úΣôοω↑χÏΚρ ≅ς′Υο ♣νΠΥ ΜûΣχΚô∴
úΘνΘûΩ ΡΟιƒ∴ν− Α∴ôο ≅ΞνΚρ ùΣÚλΣôτûΤΥô∴
∆ßκ♦∴νΚ↓τ ΑΘςûΞκ ùΣßΞƒο úΘôο↑ ΚηΟ∴ν− 0807
⊥∴Ξ↔♠ο ΜûΣ úΣôοω↑χ Ø⁄ÜΚûΖ ΤßιΘÕ− ùΩ±τ
ΜûΣûΥ ΚûΩιΘôν− ♣ûΩΥσ[ ãθ♣ûΩΚ↓ο úΘνϕùΘÓχΚκΣγΟ
ΜûΣûΥ ↑Ο úΜô↑ΥιÕΚ↓τ ≅û∴ιÕ ςωΥ Κôδ€ςυ
ΤχΚΖôγ′ ≅⁄κΣûΟ♠ο ΒÚχÏùΤτß  ≅Ξν ΚÚƒ∴ôν− Θλ
≅ς′Υο áγΟ∞Κρ ΦƒνιΘ úΣôƒÛλ Τôνε 0807ο
úΣôοω↑χÏΚρ ♦ςυγ ←úΟôΞυ€ Φτà♥Οιƒο ù⊥νΤ±ÙΟτ
≅ûΤƒ ΙκΣϕΘλ ΓσΣÓιƒχ ùΚôηΟ∴ν− ♦τΞÚλ ΑηÓΚ↓ο
úΜô↑ΥιÕΚ↓τ ≅û∴ιÕ ςωΥ
Κôδ€ς′σÏ ΡΟϕΘ úΘνΘ←ο
úΣôοω↑χÏΚρ Κôδ€ς′σÏ
ΡΟϕΘ úΘνΘ←ο úΣôοω↑χÏΚρ
ΤγÓúΤ ΚΩϕÕ ùΚôηΟ∴ν−
ΒÕúΞ Ρôγ⁄τ ΣôςôÞΤτ[ΤôΚ
Τô°ΥÕ−

ςωΥô Ιúς Κγ′ ùΚôηΟ
ΡôΟô∴Õ − ùΘô→ΩôΖν
ΜδΚδΚûΖ Κγ′♠τ ΚγÓκ
Σôγ⁄ο ûΞιƒÚϕΘ∴ν −
úΣôοω↑χÏΚûΖ ↑Τν′ιΘΞν
ΚûΖ ΒςΚ′Υ Κ ôΞΩνΚρ
(ØΘ←ο ùΜΚô Φτß ≅ûΨχΚκ
ΣγÓ+ ♦τ∴ν OGPU Τσßλ NKVD)
Θη⁄ιΘ∴ν− úΜô×Υ←]ιƒσ
ΚôΚÜλ Τôσ[ιƒσΚôΚÜλ
∆ßÕûΠΥôΚ ♣τ[ Κγ′♠τ
ΣχΚλ ΣΩ ΒûΖΥ ΦÝιΘôΖνΚρ
ΚûΩΝνΚρ ΕνΞΩλ ùΜτ[∴ν−
0806 ≅χúΟôΣÚχÏκ ♦τ∴ν ΒÕ
ΚûΩΚρ+ Κγ⁄ΟχΚûΩ
Α€ΥΞσ°ο ΣοúΞß
Σ↔úΜôΘû∴ΚûΖ úΤσùΚôρΖ
Ξ→ΞÏιΘÕ− Α∴ôο Κγ′
↑ƒιΘ ΑûΠΚρ ΚôςΠΤôΚ
ΣΩν ΓΤôσ[ΤûΟϕΘ∴ν−

≅χúΟôΣÚχÏκ ♦τ Φτ∴ Τôσ[λ ΓσΣγΟÕ>

ΣΟλ 01 úΜô↑ι ùΘôκ♦ûΥ
 ≅∞ϕΘ ΒςôÔΞ Åςν

ΣΟλ 02 0807ο ΤôυúΚô↑ο ∆ûΨκΣôΖν ƒ∴λ ùΚôηΟôγΟ Κôγ′
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Box 3

Activity

The October Revolution and the Russian Countryside: Two Views

‘News of the revolutionary uprising of October 25, 1917, reached the village the following day and
was greeted with enthusiasm; to the peasants it meant free land and an end to the war. ...The day
the news arrived, the landowner’s manor house  was looted, his stock farms were “requisitioned”
and his vast orchard was cut down and sold to the peasants for wood;  all his far buildings were
torn down and left in ruins while the land was distributed among the peasants who were prepared
to live the new Soviet life’.

From: Fedor Belov, The History of a Soviet Collective Farm

A member of a landowning family wrote to a relative about what happened at the estate:

‘The “coup” happened quite painlessly, quietly and peacefully. …The first days were unbearable..
Mikhail Mikhailovich [the estate owner] was calm...The girls also…I must say the chairman
behaves correctly and even politely. We were left two cows and two horses. The servants tell them
all the time not to bother us. “Let them live. We vouch for their safety and property. We want them
treated as humanely as possible….”

…There are rumours that several villages are trying to evict the committees and return the estate
to Mikhail Mikhailovich.  I don’t know if this will happen, or if it’s good for us. But we rejoice that
there is a conscience in our people...’

 From: Serge Schmemann, Echoes of a Native Land. Two Centuries of a Russian Village (1997).

4.1 The Civil War

When the Bolsheviks ordered land redistribution, the Russian army began
to break up. Soldiers, mostly peasants, wished to go home for the
redistribution and deserted. Non-Bolshevik socialists, liberals and
supporters of autocracy condemned the Bolshevik uprising.  Their
leaders moved to south Russia and organised troops to fight the
Bolsheviks (the ‘reds’). During 1918 and 1919, the ‘greens’ (Socialist
Revolutionaries) and ‘whites’ (pro-Tsarists) controlled most of the
Russian empire. They were backed by French, American, British
and Japanese troops – all those forces who were worried at the growth
of socialism in Russia. As these troops and the Bolsheviks fought a
civil war, looting, banditry and famine became common.

Supporters of private property among ‘whites’ took harsh steps with
peasants who had seized land.  Such actions led to the loss of popular
support for the non-Bolsheviks. By January 1920, the Bolsheviks
controlled most of the former Russian empire. They succeeded due

Read the two views on the revolution in the
countryside. Imagine yourself to be a witness
to the events. Write a short account from the
standpoint of:

Ø an owner of an estate

Ø a small peasant

Ø a journalist
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ùΜΥο

ΚγΟλ 2

≅χúΟôΣν ×ςγ′+ ςωΥ €ςôΤκ×[λ 9 ΒςηÓ ΚηúΠôγΟλ

≅χúΟôΣν 14+ 0806τ ×ςγ′ΚςΤô∴ ΚΩΚιƒτ ùΜµƒ ΤßΡôρ ΚôûΩ €ςôΤιûΘ ≅ûΟϕΘÕ−
≅ûΘ ∆σΜôιÕΟτ ΞςúΞσ[∴ν− ↑ΞΜô♠ΚÞχÏ ΚΩΚιƒτ ùΣôÚρ ΒΩΞΜ ♣Ωλ Τσßλ
úΣôν Ø⁄ÜχÏ ΞÚΘο ùΜµƒ ΞϕΘ Ρôρ ♣Ω ∆↔ûΤΥôΖÚχÏε ùΜôϕΘΤô∴ úΚôγûΟ
úΣôτ[ ÅγûΟ ùΚôρûΖΥ⁄ιΘ∴ν− ΣηûΠΚ↓←ÚϕÕ ΚôοΡûΟΚûΖ ΘΤΘôχ€χùΚôηΟ∴ν−
≅ΞÚûΟΥ ↑ΜôΩΤô∴ ΣΨιúΘôγΟδΚûΖ ùΞγ⁄ ΚγÓΚΖôΚ ↑ΞΜô♠ΚÞχÏ ↑[ÏΚûΖκ
úΣôτß ↑σΚκΣγΟ∴− ≅ΞÚûΟΥ ′[ϕΘ ↑ΜôΩΤô∴ Κγ⁄ΟδΚρ úΜΘκΣÓιƒ ′ûΘÜΚΖôΚ
↑ΟκΣγΟ∴− ×ƒΥ úΜô↑Υι ΞôθχûΚ ùΘôΟδΚ ΑΥιΘΤô∴ ↑ΞΜô♠ΚÞχÏ ≅ΞÚûΟΥ
♣ΩδΚρ Σ€νϕΘ↓χΚκΣγΟ∴−

ΑΘôςλ 9 ùΣΟν ùΣúΩôδ+ úΜô↑Υι áγÓκΣηûΠ♠τ ΞςΩôß

♣Ω ∆↔ûΤΥôΖν ÏÓλΣ ∆ßκ♦∴ν ΦυúΟγ⁄ο Φτ∴ ΡΟϕΘÕ Φτß Θτ ∆[↑∴ÚχÏ ΒπΞôß
ΦÝƒ∴ôν−

ΚΩΚλ ΦπΞûΚΥô∴ ÕΥςιûΘÙλ ΓσΣÓιΘôΤο áεΜ←τ° ≅ûΤƒΥôΚ ΡûΟùΣσ[Õ− ΑςλΣιƒο
′Ω ΡôγΚρ ΘôδΚ Ø⁄ΥôΘ ≅ΖÜχÏ ΒÚϕΘÕ ♥χûΚο ♥χûΚúΩô↑ε ∋ΦυúΟγ ∆↔ûΤΥôΖν(
≅ûΤƒÙΟτ ΒÚϕΘôν− ùΣηΚρ áΟ úΜνΤàλ ♥Κε Μ↔ΥôΚÜλ Σ∞ÜΟàλ ΡΟϕÕχùΚôηΟôν
Φτú[ á[úΞηΟλ− ΦδΚÞχÏ ΒςηÓ ΣÑχΚÞλ ΒςηÓ ÏƒûςΚÞλ ↑ΟκΣγΟ∴− ΦδΚûΖ
Õτ×ßιΘ úΞηΟôλ Φτß Ε→ΥνΚρ ≅ΞνΚ↓Ολ ΦκúΣôÕλ á°χùΚôηúΟ ΒÚϕΘ∴ν− ≅ΞνΚûΖ
∆♠ν ΞôΨ ↑ÓδΚρ− ΡôδΚρ ≅ΞνΚ↓τ ΣôÕΚôκ♦σÏλ ùΜôιƒσÏλ ∆ßƒΥ↓χ€ú[ôλ− ≅ΞνΚûΖ
ΒΥτ[ ≅ΖÜ Τ±Θ úΡΥιÕΟτ ΡΟιΘ úΞηÓùΤτß ΡôδΚρ úΞη⁄χùΚôηúΟôλ−

 −−−−ΣοúΞß €ςôΤδΚ↓ο ÏÝχΚûΖ ¿χ€+ ♥χûΚο ♥χûΚúΩô↑ε′σÏ ΣηûΠ ♣ΩιûΘ
∋ΦυúΟγ( ƒÚλΣ ΞΨδΚ ØΥσ′κΣΘôΚ ×ΚôνΚρ ΦÝϕΘ∴− ΒÕ ΡΟχÏΤô ΒοûΩΥô> ≅Õ ΡΤχÏ
ΡοΩΘô ùΚγΟΘô ΦτΣÕ áΟ Φ∴χÏι ùΘ↔ΥôÕ Α∴ôο Ρλ ΤχΚ↓ûΟúΥ Τ∴Μôγ′ ΒÚκΣΘσÏ
ΡôδΚρ Τ€θε′ΥûΟ€ú[ôλ−
ΑΘôςλ 9 ùΜνϖ υ€♥Τôτ+ ùΜôϕΘ ♣Ωιƒτ Φƒùςô←Κρ+ ΙÚ ςωΥ €ςôΤιƒτ ΒÚ èσ[ôηÓΚρ 0886(

€ςôΤκ×ςγ′ ÁÕ ΒςηÓ ΚÚιÕΚûΖκ
Σ⁄χΚÜλ− ♣ΚθÜΚÞχÏ ¿δΚúΖ Μôγ′
Φ∴ Ε€χΚÜλ−

1) ΣηûΠ ♣Ω ∆↔ûΤΥôΖν

2) ′ß ↑ΞΜô♠

3) Ρô↓Θθ ♣ÚΣςôΚ ≅χΚôΩ ♣ΚθÜΚρ
Σσ° ÑÚχΚΤôΚ ΦÝΘÜλ−

3−0− ∆ρΡôγÓκ úΣôν

úΣôοω↑χ ♣Ω ΤßκΣ€ν↑σÏ ΑûΠ♠γΟ úΣôÕ ςωΥ
ΒςôÔΞλ ′ûΘΥι ùΘôΟδ€ΥÕ− ΒςôÔΞιƒ∴ν Øχ€ΥΤôΚ
↑ΞΜô♠Κρ+ Τß Σ€νÜχΚôΚ Åγ⁄σÏε ùΜοΩ úΞηÓùΤτßλ
≅ÕΤγÓ♥τ° ΒςôÔΞιƒ←ÚϕÕ ↑ΩΚúΞηÓùΤτßλ
♣û∴ιΘ∴ν− úΣôοω↑χÏΚρ ≅οΩôΘ úΜô_←]ΞôƒΚρ
ÑΘϕƒςΞôƒΚρ+ ♦ς×ιÕΞ Αγ′ûΥ ΑΘ↔κΣΞνΚρ
úΣôοω↑χÏΚ↓τ ΚΩΚιûΘχ Κη⁄ιΘ∴ν− ΒΞνΚ↓τ
ΘûΩΞνΚρ ùΘσÏ ςωΥô↑σÏε ùΜτß úΣôοω↑χÏΚÞΟτ
∋ùςγυ( úΣôςôÓΞΘσÏ ÕÚκ×ΚûΖ ΓσΣôÓ ùΜµΘ∴ν−
0807,0808 ΒûΟχΚôΩιƒο+ €Ãτυ ∋úΜô_←] ×ςγ′ΥôΖνΚρ(
ûΞγ0: ∋ΜôνΚûΖ ΑΘ↔κΣΞνΚρ( ςωΥ úΣςς′ο ùΣÚλΣΚƒΚûΖ
ΚγÓκΣιƒ∴ν− ςωΥô↑ο úΜô_←]λ ΞΖνε′♠τ ÁÕ
ΚΞûΩΥûΟϕΘ ♦ùςφÑ+ ≅ùΤ↔χΚ+ ♦↔γ≈ω+ ⊥κΣôτ ÕÚκ×χΚρ
ΑΘςÜ ΘϕΘ∴− úΣôοω↑χÏΚÞχÏλ ÕÚκ×ΚÞχÏ♥ûΟúΥ
ΡΟϕΘ ∆ρΡôγÓκúΣô↔ο ãû[ΥôÓΘο+ ùΚôρûΖΥ⁄ιΘο Τσßλ
ΣφΜλ Α€ΥûΞ ΜôΘôςΠΤôΚ ΚôΠκΣγΟ∴−
Μôν ΑΘςΞôΖνΚ↓ο Θ±Υôν ùΜôιÕΚûΖ ΑΘ↔ιΘΞνΚρ
♣ΩδΚûΖχ ûΚκΣσ°Υ ↑ΞΜô♠Κρ ÁÕ ΚÓûΤΥô∴
ΡΟΞ⁄χûΚΚûΖ úΤσùΚôηΟ∴ν− ΒπΞûΚΥô∴ ΡΟΞ⁄χûΚΚρ
úΣôοω↑χ ≅οΩôΘΞνΚρ+ ΤχΚ↓τ ΑΘςûΞ ΒΨκΣΘσÏ
Ξ→ΞÏιΘ∴−  081/  ⊥∴Ξ↔χÏρ  ΣûΨΥ  ςωΥκ  úΣςς′τ
ùΣÚλΣôΩô∴ ΣÏƒΚûΖ úΣôοω↑χÏΚρ ΚγÓκΣÓιƒ∴ν−
ςωΥςοΩôΘ úΘ′ΥΞôƒΚρ+ ØυÄλΚρ+ ⊥ô⁄ ⁄υÓΚ↓τ
ΙιÕûΨκΣôο ≅ΞνΚρ ùΞσ°ΥûΟϕΘ∴ν−
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Activity

Source B

to cooperation with non-Russian nationalities and Muslim jadidists.
Cooperation did not work where Russian colonists themselves turned
Bolshevik. In Khiva, in Central Asia, Bolshevik colonists brutally
massacred local nationalists in the name of defending socialism. In
this situation, many were confused about what the Bolshevik
government represented.

Partly to remedy this, most non-Russian nationalities were given
political autonomy in the Soviet Union (USSR) – the state the
Bolsheviks created from the Russian empire in December 1922. But
since this was combined with unpopular policies that the Bolsheviks
forced the local government to follow – like the harsh discouragement
of nomadism – attempts to win over different nationalities were
only partly successful.

Central Asia of the October Revolution: Two Views

M.N.Roy  was  an  Indian  revolutionary,  a  founder  of  the  Mexican  Communist  Party
and prominent Comintern leader in India, China and Europe.  He was in Central
Asia at the time of the civil  war in the 1920s. He wrote:

‘The  chieftain  was  a  benevolent  old  man;  his  attendant  …  a  youth  who  …  spoke
Russian … He had heard of the Revolution, which had overthrown the Tsar and
driven away the Generals who conquered the homeland of the Kirgiz. So, the
Revolution meant that the Kirgiz were masters of their home again.  “Long Live the
Revolution” shouted the Kirgiz youth who seemed to be a born Bolshevik.  The
whole tribe joined.’

M.N.Roy, Memoirs (1964).

‘The Kirghiz welcomed the first revolution (ie February Revolution) with joy and the
second revolution with consternation and terror … [This] first revolution freed them
from the oppression of the Tsarist regime and strengthened their hope that …
autonomy would be realised. The second revolution (October Revolution) was
accompanied by violence, pillage, taxes and the establishment of dictatorial power
… Once a small group of Tsarist bureaucrats oppressed the Kirghiz. Now the same
group of people … perpetuate the same regime ...’

Kazakh leader in 1919, quoted in Alexander Bennigsen and Chantal Quelquejay,
Les Mouvements Nationaux chez les Musulmans de Russie, (1960).

Why did people in Central Asia  respond to the Russian Revolution in
different ways?

New words

Autonomy – The right to govern
themselves
Nomadism – Lifestyle of those who do
not  live  in  one  place  but  move  from  area
to area to earn their living
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×ƒΥ ùΜôσΚρ

ùΜΥο

ςωΥô↑ο Ï⁄úΥ°ΥΞνΚρ+ ΘδΚÞχÏι ΘôδΚúΖ
úΣôο×↑χÏΚΖôΚ Τô°Υ ΒΟιƒο áγÓ[Üκ Σ∞♠ο
ΧÓΣΟ↑οûΩ− €Ξô↑Ûλ+ ΤιƒΥ Α′Υô↑Ûλ úΣôοω↑χ
Ï⁄úΥσ[ΞôƒΚρ úΜô×Υ←]ιûΘ ΣôÕΚôχÏλ ùΣΥ↔ο
∆ρðν úΘ′ΥΞôƒΚûΖ ùΚôåςΤôΚ ùΞγ⁄ Åθιƒ∴ν−
Βεãθ♣ûΩ♠ο+ úΣôοω↑χ ≅ςΜôδΚλ ΦΘσÏ
♦ςƒ♣ƒιÕΞλ Ξ€χ€[Õ ΦτΣΘτ ÁÕ ΣΩν
ÏΨκΣΤûΟϕΘ∴ν−
ϑςΖ↑σÏ ΒΘσÏ ¾νÜΚôηΣΘσÏ ΣΩ ςωΥςοΩôΘ úΘ′Υ
ΞôƒΚÞχÏ úΜô↑Υι ë±Υ±ο (USSR) ο ≅ς′Υο
Θτ∴ƒΚôςιûΘ ΞΨδ€∴ν− ⁄ΜλΣν 0811ο úΣôοω↑χÏΚρ
ςωΥκ úΣςς′←ÚϕÕ úΜô↑Υι ë±Υû∴ ΓσΣÓιƒ∴ν−
ΡôúΟô⁄ ΞôθχûΚûΥ ♣ßιƒ↑Ο úΞηÓùΤτàλ Κ⁄∴Τô∴
ΑûΠΚρ úΣôτ[ ΤχΚρ ΑΘςÜ ΒοΩôΘ ùΚôρûΚΚûΖ
♦τΣσßΤôß úΣôοω↑χÏΚρ ∆ρðν ≅ςΜôδΚιûΘχ
ΚγΟôΥκΣÓιƒ∴ν− ΒΘ∴ôο ΣοúΞß Β∴ιΘΞνΚ↓τ
Ρλ♦χûΚûΥ ùΞσ°ùΚôρÞλ ØΥσ′Κρ ϑςΖ↑σÏ ΤγÓúΤ
ùΞσ°ùΣσ[∴−

Θτ∴ƒΚôςλ , ΘδΚûΖι ΘôδΚúΖ
ΑÞλ ∆↔ûΤ ΡôúΟô⁄ιΘ∴λ 9 Ιúς
ΒΟιƒο Ξ′χΚôΤο ΘδΚÞûΟΥ
ΞôθΞôΘôςιƒσΚôΚ ϑ↔Οιƒ←ÚϕÕ
Τσú[ô↔ΟιƒσÏε ùΜοÛλ ≅ΞνΚ↓τ
ΞôθχûΚ Øû[−

ΤιƒΥ Α′Υ ΤχΚρ ςωΥκ×ςγ′ ÁÕ Γτ úΞßΣγΟ
ΚÚιƒû∴ ùΞ↓κΣÓιƒ∴ν>

≅χúΟôΣν ×ςγ′♠τúΣôÕ ΤιƒΥ Α′Υô 9 ΒςηÓ ΚÚιÕΚρ

M.N.ςôµ ΙÚ úΘ′Υ ×ςγ′ΥôΖν− ùΤχ′Κτ Κλë±] Κγ′ûΥ ♣ß↑ΥΞν− ΒϕƒΥô+
≠∴ô+ ΗúςôκΣô ΡôÓΚ↓ο ♦ςΣΩ úΚô♥ηΟντ ΘûΩΞν− 081/Κ↓ο ∆ρΡôγÓκ
úΣôν ΡΟχÏλ ΜΤΥιƒο ≅Ξν ΤιƒΥ Α′Υô↑ο ΒÚϕÕ ΒπΞôß ΦÝƒ∴ôν−
“€ςôΤι ΘûΩΞν ΙÚ Σ∞Ξô∴ ØƒΥΞν ≅ΞÚûΟΥ úΜΞΚν−−− ςωΥ ùΤô→úΣÑλ
ΒûΖΝν−−−− ≅Ξν ×ςγ′ûΥκ Σσ° úΚρ↑Ùσ[ôν− ×ςγ′Υô∴Õ Μôν Ττ∴ûς ΣΘ↑
¿χΚλ ùΜµÕ ΘΖΣƒΚûΖ ↑ςγ⁄Υ⁄ιÕ €ν€≥τ Θôµ ♣ΩιûΘχ ûΚκΣσ°ΥÕ−
Φ∴úΞ ×ςγ′ ΦτΣÕ €ν€ϖ Ρôγ⁄∴ν− ΘδΚ↓τ ΘôΥΚιƒτ ΘûΩΞνΚΖô∴ ΚôΩΚγΟλ−
×ςγ′ ΞôθΚ Φτß ≅Ξν ØΨχΚ♥γΟôν− ≅ΞûςúΥ ØΘο úΣôοω↑χΚôΚ ΚÚΘΩôλ−
≅Θτ ♦τ ≅π↑∴λ ØÝΞÕλ ΒûΠϕΘÕ”−
Φλ−Φτ− ςôµ ♣û∴ÜΚρ ∋0853(

»€ν€ϖΚρ ØΘο ×ςγ′ûΥ ∋≅ΘôΞÕ ♦κςΞ↔ ×ςγ′( Τ€θε′ÙΟτ ΞςúΞσ[∴ν−
Βπ↑ςηΟôλ ×ςγ′ ƒûΚκûΣÙλ ΣΥιûΘÙλ ΓσΣÓιƒΥÕ−−−− ØΘο ×ςγ′ ≅ΞνΚûΖ
⊥ôν Ττ∴↔τ Αγ′ Τσßλ ≅ΟχÏ Øû[♠←ÚϕÕ ↑Ó↑ιΘÕ−−−− Θτ∴ƒΚôςλ
ûΚáÓλ Φτàλ ≅ΞνΚ↓τ ΑûΜûΥ ΞÛκΣÓιƒΥÕ− ΒςηΟôλ ×ςγ′ ∋≅χúΟôΣν
×ςγ′( ùΚôÓûΚ+ ùΚôρûΖ Ξ↔Κρ+ ΜνΞôƒΚôς Αγ′ûΥ ♣ßÜΘο Α€ΥΞσú[ôÓ
ΒûΠϕΘÕ− ΙÚ ΜΤΥλ ⊥ô↔υγ ♦ëúςôχς″♠τ ′ß ΜêΚλ €ν€ϖΚûΖ ΙÓχ€ΥÕ−
≅úΘ ΜêΚ ΤχΚρ ≅úΘ Αγ′ûΥι ùΘôΟνϕΘ∴ν−µ

0808ο Κ⊥χ ΘûΩΞν+ ≅ùΩχΜôηΟν ùΣτ±χΜτ Τσßλ ΜϕΘôοχùΞο χùΞú⊥+
ùΩυ êπùΤηγυ úΡ_∴ôχυ ùΜυ ùΩυ ØÑοΤôτυ ≈ ςωÌι ∋085/( 085/ο
á°∴ôν−
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Box 4

Socialist Cultivation in a Village in the Ukraine

‘A commune was set up using two [confiscated] farms as a base. The commune
consisted of thirteen families with a total of seventy persons … The farm tools taken
from the … farms were turned over to the commune …The members ate in a communal
dining hall and income was divided in accordance with the principles of  “cooperative
communism”. The entire proceeds of the members’ labor, as well as all dwellings and
facilities belonging to the commune were shared by the commune members.’

 Fedor Belov, The History of a Soviet Collective Farm (1955).

Fig.14 – Factories came to be seen as a
symbol of socialism.
This poster states: ‘The smoke from the
chimneys is the breathing of Soviet Russia.’

4.2 Making a Socialist Society

During the civil war, the Bolsheviks kept industries and banks nationalised.
They  permitted peasants to cultivate the land that had been socialised.
Bolsheviks used confiscated land to demonstrate what collective work
could be.

A process of centralised planning was introduced. Officials assessed
how the economy could work and set targets for a five-year period.
On this basis they made the Five Year Plans. The government fixed all
prices to promote industrial growth during the first two ‘Plans’

(1927-1932 and 1933-1938). Centralised planning led to economic
growth. Industrial production increased (between 1929 and 1933
by 100 per cent in the case of oil, coal and steel). New factory
cities came into being.

However, rapid construction led to poor working conditions. In
the city of Magnitogorsk, the construction of a steel plant was
achieved in three years. Workers lived hard lives and the result
was 550 stoppages of work in the first year alone. In living quarters,
‘in the wintertime, at 40 degrees below, people had to climb down
from the fourth floor and dash across the street in order to go to
the toilet’.

An extended schooling system developed, and arrangements were
made for factory workers and peasants to enter universities.
Crèches were established in factories for the children of women
workers. Cheap public health care was provided. Model living
quarters were set up for workers. The effect of all this was uneven,
though, since government resources were limited.
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ΚγΟλ 3

4.2 úΜô×Υ←] ΜØΘôΥιûΘ ∆ÚΞôχÏΘο
∆ρΡôγÓκ úΣô↔τúΣôÕ úΣôοω↑χÏΚρ ùΘô→σΜôûΩ
ΚûΖÙλ Ξδ€ΚûΖÙλ úΘ′ΥΤΥΤôχ€∴ν− ≅ΞνΚρ
↑ΞΜô♠ΚûΖ ùΣôÕÜûΟûΤΥôχΚκΣγΟ ♣ΩδΚ↓ο ΜôÏΣ⁄
ùΜµΥ ≅àΤƒιΘ∴ν− ûΚκΣσ°Υ ♣Ωιƒο áγΟôΚ
Σ∞Υôσ°∴ôο ΦπΞôß ΒÚχÏλ ΦτΣûΘ ΚôγÓΞΘσÏ
úΣôοω↑χÏΚρ ΒΘû∴κ ΣΥτΣÓιƒ∴ν−
ûΤΥκΣÓιΘκΣγΟ ƒγΟ♥ÓΘο ùΜΥοØû[ ≅°ΚØκ

ΣÓιΘκΣγΟÕ− ùΣôÚΖôΘôς ≅ûΤκ× ΦπΞôß Σ∞Υôσßλ
ΦτΣûΘ Κ∞ιΘ ≅ƒΚô↔Κρ ΗϕΘôηÓ ΚôΩιƒσÏ
ΒΩχÏΚûΖ ≅ûΤιΘ∴ν− ΒΘτ ≅⁄κΣûΟ♠úΩúΥ
≅ΞνΚρ ΗϕΘôηÓ ƒγΟδΚûΖ ∆ÚΞôχ€∴ν− ØΘο
ΒςηÓ ƒγΟ ΚôΩιƒο ùΘô→σΜôûΩ ΞΖνε′ûΥ úΤλΣÓιΘ
≅û∴ιÕ ↑ûΩΚûΖÙλ ≅ςΜôδΚλ ♣νΠ♠ιΘÕ−

∋0816,0821 Τσßλ 0822,0827( ûΤΥκΣÓιΘκΣγΟ ƒγΟ♥ÓΘο
ùΣôÚΖôΘôς ΞΖνε′χÏ Ξ→ ΞÏιΘÕ− ùΘô→σΜôûΩ ∆σΣιƒ
0// ΜΘÅΘλ ∋0818 Τσßλ 0822 ΑηÓΚÞχ€ûΟúΥ(
ΦηùΠµ+ ♣Ωχ€↔+ Φ?Ï úΣôτ[Ξσ°ο ∆ΥνϕΘÕ− ×ƒΥ
ùΘô→ο ΡΚςδΚρ ΓσΣγΟ∴−
ΒÚκ♦àλ úΞΚΤô∴ ΚγΟûΤκ♦∴ôο úΞûΩ ãθ♣ûΩΚρ

úΤôΜΤôΚ Τô°∴− Τôχ±úΟô úΚôν€υχ ΡΚςιƒο Φ?Ï
ùΘô→σΜôûΩ ΚγΟûΤκ× êτß ΑηÓΚ↓ο
♣û[ΞûΟϕΘÕ− ∆ûΨκΣôΖνΚρ ÕΥςλ ♥ÏϕΘ ΞôθχûΚûΥ
ΡΟιƒ∴ν− ΒΘτ ↑ûΖΞôΚ ØΘο Αη⁄úΩúΥ 44/ Øû[
úΞûΩ ♣τß↑γΟÕ− Ï⁄♠Úκ× ÅÓΚ↓ο Ï↓νΚôΩιƒο
ùΞκΣ♣ûΩ 3/ ⁄€↔ûΥ ↑Ο Ïû[ΞôΚ ΒÚϕΘÕ− ΤχΚρ
Κ→Ξû[ΚÞχÏε ùΜοΩ úΞηÓùΤ±ο ΡôτÏ ≅ÓχÏ
Τô⁄♠←ÚϕÕ •úΨ Β[δ€ ÅƒχÏι ùΘôûΩ↑ÛρΖ
ΒΟιƒσÏ ϑΟúΞη⁄♠ÚϕΘÕ−

Σρ↓χ áΟ ≅ûΤκ× ↑↔Ξôχ€ Øτú∴σ[ΤûΟΥε
ùΜµΘ∴ν− ùΘô→σΜôûΩκ Σ∞ΥôΖνΚρ ↑ΞΜô♠Κρ+
ΣοΚûΩχΚΨΚιƒσÏρ ÖûΨΞΘσΚô∴ ΓσΣôÓΚρ
ùΜµΥκΣγΟ∴− ùΣη ∆ûΨκΣôΖνΚ↓τ ÏΨϕûΘΚÞχΚôΚ
ùΘô→σΜôûΩΚ↓ο ÏΨϕûΘ ΣôÕΚôκ× ûΤΥδΚûΖ
ΓσΣÓιƒ∴ν Ïû[ϕΘ ùΜΩ↑úΩúΥ ΤχΚ↓τ Αúςôχ€Υλ
ΣôÕΚôκ× Α€ΥΞσû[ ΞΨδ€∴ν− ∆ûΨκΣôΖνΚÞχÏ
′[ϕΘ ÅγÓ ΞΜƒûΥ ΓσΣÓιƒ ΘϕΘ∴ν− ≅ςΜôδΚιƒΟλ
Ξςλ×χÏγΣγΟ ΞΖδΚúΖ ΒÚϕΘΘôο ΒΘτ ΘôχΚλ
ΜΤΤσ[ΘôΚ ΒÚϕΘÕ−

∆χΚûς±τ ΙÚ €ςôΤιƒο ùΣôÕÜûΟûΤ ΜôÏΣ⁄

ΒςηÓ [ûΚΥΚκΣÓιΘκΣγΟ] ΣηûΠ ♣ΩδΚûΖ ≅⁄κΣûΟΥôΚχ ùΚôηÓ
Κλëτ ≅ûΤχΚκΣγΟÕ− ≅χΚλë±ο ùΤôιΘΤôΚ 61 ∆ßκ♦∴νΚρ ùΚôηΟ
02 ÏÓλΣδΚρ ΒÚϕΘ∴−−− ↑ΞΜôΥχ ΚÚ↑ΚûΖ úΜΚ↔ιΘ∴ν−−− ♣ΩδΚûΖ
Κλë±σÏ Τôσ°∴ν− ∆ßκ♦∴νΚρ Κλëτ ΞΖôΚιƒο ∆ηΟ∴ν− úΤÛλ
ΞÚΞôûΥ áγÓ[Ü Κλë±] ↑ƒΚ↓τΣ⁄ ♦↔ιÕχùΚôρΖκΣγΟÕ−
∆ßκ♦∴νΚ↓τ ∆ûΨκ×+ Ξ′κ♦ΟδΚρ Τσßλ ΞΜƒΚρ Τσßλ Κλë±σÏ

ùΜôϕΘΤô∴ ΒûΞ ≅û∴ιÕλ Κλëτ ∆ßκ♦∴νΚΖôο Σ€νϕÕùΚôρΖκΣγΟÕ−

ΑΘôςλ 9 ùΣúΟôν ùΣúΩôπ+ úΜô↑Υι áγÓκ ΣηûΠ♠τ ΞςΩôß ∋0844(

ΣΟλ  03  9  Σ∞Τû∴Κρ  úΜô_←]ιƒτ
′τ∴δΚΖôΚ Τô°∴− ΒεÑΞùςôγ⁄ ΒπΞôß
Ï°κ♦Ó€[Õ− ×ûΚκúΣôχ€♠←ÚϕÕ ùΞ↓úΥ
×ûΚ+ úΜô↑Υι ςωΥô↑τ ÑΞôΜλ ΑÏλ−
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Source C

Dreams and Realities of a Soviet Childhood in 1933

Dear grandfather Kalinin …

My family is large, there are four children. We don’t have a father – he died, fighting
for the worker’s cause, and my mother … is ailing … I want to study very much, but
I cannot go to school. I had some old boots, but they are completely torn and no
one can mend them. My mother is sick, we have no money and no bread, but I want
to study very much. …there stands before us the task of studying, studying and
studying.  That  is  what  Vladimir  Ilich  Lenin  said.  But  I  have  to  stop  going  to  school.
We have no relatives and there is no one to help us, so I have to go to work in a
factory, to prevent the family from starving. Dear grandfather, I am 13, I study well
and have no bad reports.  I  am in  Class  5  …

Letter  of  1933  from a  13-year-old  worker  to  Kalinin,  Soviet  President

From: V. Sokolov (ed), Obshchestvo I Vlast, v 1930-ye gody (Moscow, 1997).

Fig.17 – Factory dining hall in the 1930s.

Fig.15 – Children at school in Soviet Russia in the
1930s.
They are studying the Soviet economy.

Fig.16 – A child in Magnitogorsk during the
First Five Year Plan.
He is working for Soviet Russia.
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ΣΟλ 04 082/Κ↓ο úΜô↑Υι ςωΥô↑ο
Σρ↓♠ο ÏΨϕûΘΚρ ≅ΞνΚρ úΜô↑Υι
ùΣôÚΖôΘôς ≅ûΤκûΣκ Σσ° Σ⁄χ€τ[∴ν−

ΣΟλ 05 9 ØΘΩôλ ΗϕΘôηÓ ƒγΟ
ΚôΩιƒο Τôχ±úΟôΚôνυ€ο ΙÚ
ÏΨϕûΘ − ≅Ξτ úΜô↑Υι
ςωΥô↑σΚôΚ Σ∞Υôσß€[ôτ

ΣΟλ 06 9 082/Κ↓ο ùΘô→σΜôûΩ♠τ ∆ΠΞÚϕÕλ
ΞΖôΚλ

0872ο úΜô↑Υιƒο ΒΖûΤκ ΣÚΞιƒτ Κ∴ÜΚÞλ ∆ηûΤΚÞλ

≅τΣô∴ Κ←±τ ΘôιΘô−−−−
Φτ ÏÓλΣλ ùΣ↔ΥÕ− ΡôτÏ ÏΨϕûΘΚρ ∆ρΖ∴ν− ΦδΚÞχÏ ΘϕûΘ ΒοûΩ
ùΘô→ΩôΖν ΡΩιƒσΚôΚ úΣôςô⁄ ≅Ξν Β[ϕÕ↑γΟôν− ΦδΚρ Θôµ úΡôµΞôµκΣγÓ
Β[χ€[ôν−−− Ρôτ Ρτ[ôΚ Σ⁄χΚ ↑Úλ×€ú[τ−− Α∴ôο Φτ∴ôο Σρ↓χÏ ùΜοΩ
ΒΥΩôÕ− Φτ±Ολ ′Ω ΣûΨΥ ΚôΩ∞Κρ ∆ρΖ∴− Α∴ôο ≅ûΞ ØÝΞÕλ €→ϕÕ
↑γΟÕ− ≅Ξσû[ ΥôςôÛλ Μ↔ùΜµΥ ΒΥΩôÕ− Φτ ΘôµχÏ ∆Οο♣ûΩ Μ↔♠οûΩ−
ΦδΚÞχÏ ΣΠλ ΒοûΩ− ∆ΠÜ ΒοûΩ− Α∴ôο Ρôτ Ρτ[ôΚ Σ⁄χΚ úΞηÓùΤ∴
↑Úλ×€ú[τ− Σ⁄κ×−−− Σ⁄κ×−−−− Σ⁄κ× Φτàλ êτß Σ∞Κρ ΡλØτ ∆ρΖ
ΒΩγ′ΥδΚρ Φτß ↑Ζô⁄♥ν Β←ε ùΩ±τ á°∴ôν− Α∴ôο Ρôτ Σρ↓χÏε
ùΜοΞûΘ ♣ßιƒ↑Ο úΞηÓλ− ΦδΚÞχÏ ∆[↑∴νΚρ ΒοûΩ− ΦδΚÞχÏ ∆Θ↑
ùΜµΥ ΥôÚ♥οûΩ− Φ∴úΞ Ρôτ ÏÓλΣλ Σγ⁄± ΒοΩôΤ←ÚχΚ ùΘô→σΜôûΩχÏ
úΞûΩχÏε ùΜοΩ úΞηÓλ− ≅τΣô∴ ΘôιΘô Φτ ΞΥÕ 02 Ρôτ Ρτ[ôΚ Σ⁄χ€ú[τ−
Φτû∴κ Σσ° ùΚγΟ ≅♦κςôΥδΚρ ΦÕ♥οûΩ− Ρôτ ΗϕΘôλ ΞÏκ♦ο ∆ρúΖτ−−−−
úΜô↑Υι ⊥∴ôƒΣƒΥô∴ Κ←±àχÏ 0822 Αλ ΑηÓ 02 ΞΥÕ ùΘô→Ωô↓♠Ο♥ÚϕÕ
Κ⁄Θλ
V. úΜôúΚôúΩôπ ∋ùΘôÏκ×( ≅κυùΚυγúΞ  I πΩôυγ v 1930-ye gody (ΤôυúΚô 1997).
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4.3 Stalinism and Collectivisation

The period of the early Planned Economy was linked to the
disasters of the collectivisation of agriculture. By 1927-1928,
the towns in Soviet Russia were facing an acute problem of
grain supplies. The government fixed prices at which grain

must be sold, but the  peasants refused to sell their grain to government
buyers at these prices.

Stalin, who headed the party after the death of Lenin, introduced firm
emergency measures. He believed that rich peasants and traders in the
countryside were holding stocks in the hope of higher prices. Speculation
had to be stopped and supplies confiscated.

In 1928, Party members toured the grain-producing areas, supervising
enforced grain collections, and raiding ‘kulaks’ –  the name for well-
to-do peasants. As shortages continued, the decision was taken to
collectivise farms. It was argued that grain shortages were partly due
to the small size of holdings. After 1917, land had been  given over to
peasants. These small-sized peasant farms could not be modernised.
To develop modern farms, and run them along industrial lines with
machinery, it was necessary to ‘eliminate kulaks’, take away land
from peasants, and establish state-controlled large farms.

What followed was Stalin’s collectivisation programme. From 1929,
the Party forced all peasants to cultivate in collective farms (kolkhoz).
The bulk of land and implements were transferred to the ownership
of collective farms. Peasants worked on the land, and the kolkhoz
profit was shared. Enraged peasants resisted the authorities and
destroyed their livestock. Between 1929 and 1931, the number of
cattle fell by one-third. Those who resisted collectivisation were
severely punished. Many were deported and exiled. As they resisted
collectivisation, peasants argued that they were not rich and they
were not against socialism. They merely did not want to work in
collective farms for a variety of reasons. Stalin’s government allowed
some independent cultivation, but treated such cultivators
unsympathetically.

In spite of collectivisation, production did not increase immediately.
In fact, the bad harvests of 1930-1933 led to one of most devastating
famines in Soviet history when over 4 million died.

Fig.18 – A poster during collectivisation. It
states: ‘We shall strike at the kulak working for
the decrease in cultivation.’

Fig.19 – Peasant women being gathered to
work in the large collective farms.

New words

Deported – Forcibly removed from one’s own country.
Exiled – Forced to live away from one’s own country.
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3−2 υΟô←±]λ Τσßλ áγÓκ ΣηûΠ Øû[9
ƒγΟ♥γΟ ùΣôÚΖôΘôς ≅ûΤκ× ùΘôΟχΚ ΚôΩλ ↑ΞΜôΥλ

áγΟ ΣηûΠ Øû[♠τ úΣ↔ΟνΚÞΟτ
ùΘôΟν×ûΟΥÕ 0816,0817χÏρ úΜô↑Υι
ςωΥô↑τ ΡΚςδΚρ Θô±Υ ↑♣úΥôΚιƒο
¾↑ςΤô∴ ♦ςε′û∴ΚûΖ ΦƒνùΚôη⁄ÚϕΘ∴−
Θô±ΥιûΘ ΦϕΘ ↑ûΩχÏ ↑σΚ
úΞηÓùΤτΣûΘ ≅ςΜôδΚλ ♣νΠ♠ιΘÕ−

Α∴ôο ↑ΞΜô♠Κρ ΘδΚÞûΟΥ Θô±ΥιûΘ ≅ςΜôδΚλ
ΞôδÏΣΞνΚÞχÏ Βπ↑ûΩΚÞχÏ Θς ΤßιΘ∴ν−
ùΩ±τ Β[ϕΘ ♦τ∴ν Κγ′χÏ ΘûΩûΤ Ξ€ιΘ υΟô←τ

Κ⁄∴Τô∴ ≅ιƒΥôΞ′Υ ΡΟΞ⁄χûΚΚûΖ ≅°ØΚκΣÓιƒ∴ôν−
€ςôΤκ×[δΚ↓τ ΣΠχΚôς ↑ΞΜô♠Κρ+ ↑ΥôΣô↔Κρ ≅ƒΚ
↑ûΩχÏ ↑σÏλ ΑûΜΥôο úΜ♥ιÕ ûΞιΘ∴ν Φτß
≅Ξν ΚÚƒ∴ôν −  ΕΚδΚûΖ ♣ßιƒ↑γΟô ν −
úΜ♥κ×ΚûΖ.≅↓κ×ΚûΖ ûΚΥΚκΣÓιƒ∴ôν−
0817ο Κγ′ ∆ßκ♦∴νΚρ Θô±Υλ ∆σΣιƒ ùΜµÙλ

ΒΟδΚ↓ο Ñσßκ ΣΥΠλ úΤσùΚôηΟ∴ν− ΞÛχΚγΟôΥΤôΚ
Θô±ΥιûΘ úΜΚ↔κΣûΘ úΤσΣôνûΞ♠γΟôν− ΣΠχΚôς
↑ΞΜô♠Κρ ÏΩχυ ÁÕ ΘôχÏΘο ΡΟιƒ∴ν− Σσ[ôχΚû[
¿⁄ιƒÚϕΘΘôο ↑ΞΜôΥ ûΤΥδΚûΖ ΙτßΣÓιΘ
úΞηΟùΤ∴ Ø⁄ùΞÓιΘôν − ↑ΞΜôΥ ûΤΥδΚρ
′°ΥûΞΥôΚ ΒÚϕΘΘôο Θô±Υκ Σσ[ôχÏû[ ΓσΣγΟùΘ∴
ΞôƒγΟ∴ν− 0806χÏκ ♦[Ï+ ↑ΞΜô♠ΚÞχÏ ♣ΩιûΘ
ΞΨδ€∴ν− ′ß↑ΞΜôΥκ ΣηûΠ ↑ΞΜô♠Κρ ♣ΩδΚûΖ
ΡÅ∴ΤΥΤôχΚ Ø⁄Υ↑οûΩ− ΡÅ∴ ↑ΞΜôΥκ
ΣηûΠΚûΖ Øτú∴σ[ úΞηÓùΤ±ο ΒΥϕƒςδΚûΖ
ùΘô→σΜôûΩ Øû[♠ο ΜôÏΣ⁄ùΜµΥ ΣΥτΣÓιΘ úΞηÓλ−
ÏΩôχÏΚûΖ ¿χÏΞÕ ≅Ξ′Υλ− ↑ΞΜô♠Κ↓Ο♥ÚϕÕ
♣ΩδΚûΖχ ûΚκΣσßΞÕ ≅ςΜôδΚ ΚγÓκΣôγ⁄ο ∆ρΖ
ùΣ↔Υ ↑ΞΜôΥκ ΣηûΠΚûΖ ΓσΣÓιÕΞÕλ
≅Ξ′ΥΤôÏλ−
≅Θτ ♦τ∴ν υΟô←±τ áγÓ ΣηûΠι ƒγΟλ

ùΘôΟνϕΘÕ− 0818 ØΘο ↑ΞΜô♠Κρ ≅û∴ΞÚχÏλ
áγÓκΣηûΠΚ↓ο ∋úΚôοúΚôϖ( ΜôÏΣ⁄ ùΜµΥ
úΞηÓùΤτß ≅ÝιΘλ ΘϕΘÕ−
≅ƒΚ ≅ΖÜ ♣ΩιûΘÙλ+ ΚÚ↑ΚûΖÙλ áγÓκ

ΣηûΠ ♣Ω ∆↔ûΤΥôΖÚχÏ Τôσ°∴ν− ♣ΩιƒσΚôΚ
↑ΞΜô♠Κρ ↑ûΖ ♣ΩδΚ↓ο Σ∞Υôσ°∴ν− úΚôο úΚô≥ο
ΞϕΘ ΒΩôΣδΚûΖ Σ€νϕÕχùΚôηΟ∴ν− ΒΘ∴ôο
úΚôΣιƒσÏρΖô∴ ↑ΞΜô♠Κρ ΜλΣϕΘκΣγΟ ≅ƒΚô↔ΚûΖ
ΦƒνιÕ ↑ΩδÏε ùΜοΞιûΘ ≅→ιΘ∴ν− 0818,0820 ΑηÓ
ΚÞχ€ûΟúΥ ΚôοΡûΟΚ↓τ Φη∞χûΚ êτ°ο ΙÚ
ΣôΚλ Ïû[ϕÕ↑γΟÕ− áγÓκΣηûΠ Øû[ûΥ
ΦƒνιΘΞνΚρ Κ⁄∴ΤôΚ Θη⁄χΚκΣγΟ∴ν− ΣΩûς ΡôÓ
ΚΟιƒ∴ν− Ξ∴ΞôΜιƒσÏ ≅àκ♦∴ν− áγÓκΣηûΠ
Øû[ûΥ ΦƒνιΘ ↑ΞΜô♠Κρ ΘôδΚρ ùΜοΞϕΘνΚρ ≅οΩ
Φτßλ ùΣôÕÜΟûΤχÏ Φƒςô∴ΞνΚρ ≅οΩ Φτßλ
ΞôƒγΟ∴ν− ′Ω ΚôςΠδΚΖôο ΤγÓúΤ áγÓκ ΣηûΠ
♣ΩδΚ↓ο Σ∞Υôσ[ ↑ÚλΣ↑οûΩ− υΟô←τ ≅ςΜôδΚλ
′°ΘΖ↑σÏ ÑΘϕƒςΤô∴ ΜôÏΣ⁄ûΥ ≅àΤƒιΘÕ− Α∴ôο
≅πΞô[ô∴ ΜôÏΣ⁄ΥôΖνΚρ ÁÕ Κ⁄∴Τô∴ Øû[♠ο
ΡΟιƒΥÕ− áγÓκΣηûΠ Øû[♠Ûλ ∆σΣιƒ ∆Οú∴
≅ƒΚ↔χΚ↑οûΩ− 082/,0822χÏρ Σ♠νΚρ Μ↔ΥôΚ
↑ûΖΥôΘΘôο úΜô↑Υι ΞςΩôσ°ο ♥ΚÜλ úΤôΜΤô∴
ΣφΜλ ΓσΣγÓ 3 ♥ο←ΥτΚÞχÏλ úΤΩô∴ ΤχΚρ ΤςΠ
ΤûΟϕΘ∴ν−

×ƒΥ ùΜôσΚρ

ΣΟλ  07  áγÓ  ↑ΞΜôΥε  ΜΤΥιƒο  ΙÚ
ÑΞùςôγ⁄ ΒπΞôß Ï°κ♦Ó€[Õ− ΜôÏΣ⁄ûΥχ
Ïû[κΣΘσΚôΚ ØΥσ′ ùΜµÙλ ÏΩôχ ÁÕ
ΡôδΚρ úΞûΩ ♣ßιΘλ ùΜµúΞôλ−

ùΞ↓úΥσ[ο9 ΙÚΞûς Θτ ùΜôϕΘ Ρôγ⁄←ÚϕÕ ΞÛχΚγΟôΥΤôΚ
ùΞ↓úΥσßΘο+ ΡôÓ ΚΟιÕΘο− ΙÚΞûς Θτ ùΜôϕΘ Ρôγ⁄←ÚϕÕ
ùΞ↓úΥσ° úΞßΡôγ⁄ο ΞôΨεùΜµΘο−

ΣΟλ 08 ♥ΚκùΣ↔Υ ΜêΚ ↑ûΖ♣ΩδΚ↓ο úΞûΩ
ùΜµΥ ↑ΞΜôΥκ ùΣηΚρ áγΟΤôΚ á⁄∴ν−
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Source E

Official view of the opposition to collectivisation and the government response

‘From the second half of February of this year, in various regions of the Ukraine
… mass insurrections of the peasantry have taken place, caused by distortions
of the Party’s line by a section of the lower ranks of the Party and the Soviet
apparatus in the course of the introduction of collectivisation and preparatory
work for the spring harvest.

Within a short time, large scale activities from the above-mentioned regions
carried over into neighbouring areas – and the most aggressive insurrections
have taken place near the border.

The greater part of the peasant insurrections have been linked with outright
demands for the return of collectivised stocks of grain, livestock and tools …

Between 1st February and 15th March, 25,000 have been arrested … 656 have
been executed, 3673 have been imprisoned in labour camps and 5580 exiled …’

Report of K.M. Karlson, President of the State Police Administration of the Ukraine
to the Central Committee of the Communist Party, on 19 March 1930.

From: V. Sokolov (ed), Obshchestvo I Vlast, v 1930-ye gody

Source D

This is a letter written by a peasant who did not want to join the collective farm.

To the newspaper Krestianskaia Gazeta (Peasant Newspaper)

‘… I  am a natural  working peasant  born in  1879 … there are  6  members  in  my
family, my wife was born in 1881, my son is 16, two daughters 19, all  three go
to school, my sister is 71. From 1932, heavy taxes have been levied on me that
I have found impossible. From 1935, local authorities have increased the taxes
on me … and I was unable to handle them and all my property was registered:
my  horse,  cow,  calf,  sheep  with  lambs,  all  my  implements,  furniture  and  my
reserve of wood for repair of buildings and they sold the lot for the taxes. In
1936, they sold two of my buildings … the kolkhoz bought them. In 1937, of two
huts I had, one was sold and one was confiscated …’

Afanasii Dedorovich Frebenev, an independent cultivator.

From: V. Sokolov (ed), Obshchestvo I Vlast, v 1930-ye gody.

Many within the Party criticised the confusion in industrial
production under the Planned Economy and the consequences of
collectivisation. Stalin and his sympathisers charged these critics with
conspiracy against socialism. Accusations were made throughout the
country, and by 1939, over 2 million were in prisons or labour camps.
Most were innocent of the crimes, but no one spoke for them. A
large number were forced to make false confessions under torture
and were executed – several among them were talented professionals.
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ΑΘôςλ ∆

ΑΘôςλ Χ

ƒγΟ♥γΟ ùΣôÚΖôΘôς ≅ûΤκ♦ο ùΘô→σΜôûΩ ∆σΣιƒ♠ο
ΓσΣγΟ ÏΨκΣιûΘÙλ áγÓκΣηûΠΚûΖ úΜΚ↔ιΘ←τ
↑ûΖÜΚûΖÙλ Κγ′χÏρ ΒÚϕΘ ΣΩν ↑Τν′ιΘ∴ν−
υΟô←àλ ≅ΞÚûΟΥ ΑΘςΞôΖνΚÞλ Βπ↑ΤνΜ∴ιûΘ
úΜô_←]ιƒσÏ Φƒςô∴ ãθε′ Φτß Ïσ[λ ÑΤιƒ∴ν−
0828χÏρ ΡôÓ ØÝΞƒÛλ 1 ♥ο←ΥàχÏλ úΤΩô∴
ΤχΚρ ÁÕ Ïσ[εΜôγÓΚρ ÑΤιƒ ′û[ΥΩûΟιΘ∴ν ≅οΩÕ
∆ûΨκΣôΖν ØΚôλΚÞχÏ ≅àκΣκΣγΟ∴ν− ΒΞνΚ↓ο
ùΣÚλΣôτûΤΥô∴ΞνΚρ Ïσ[δΚρ ΓÕλ ×↔ΥôΘ
≅κΣô↑Κρ− Α∴ôο ≅ΞνΚÞχΚôΚ ΥôÚλ Σ↔ϕÕ
úΣΜ↑οûΩ− ΣΩν ′ιƒςΞûΘ ùΜµΥκΣγΟΘôο ΘΞû[
Ικ×χùΚôρΖ úΞη⁄♠ÚϕΘÕ− ΣΩν çχ€←ΟκΣγΟ∴ν−
≅ΞνΚ↓ο ΣΩν ƒ[ûΤ ΞôµϕΘ ùΘô→ο ♣×ΠνΚΖôΚ
ΒÚϕΘ∴ν−

úΜΚ↔ιΘûΩ ΦƒνιΘο Τσßλ ≅ς′τ ÕΩδΚρ ÁÕ ≅ƒΚôςκéνΞ ΚÚιÕ
úΜΚ↔ιΘο Øû[ûΥ ≅°ØΚκΣÓιÕΘο+ ΞΜϕΘ ΚôΩκΣ♠ÚχÏ ΑΥιΘλ
ùΜµΞΘσÏ Κγ′♠τ •θ♣ûΩ Ξ↔ûΜ♠τ ΙÚ ♦↔Ü ∆ÚχÏûΩϕΘΘôο ♦κςΞ↔♠τ
1Αλ ΣôΚιƒ←ÚϕÕ ∆χûς±τ ΣοúΞß ΣÏƒΚ↓ο ↑ΞΜô♠Κ↓τ ΜêΚ
ΚΩΚλ ΓσΣγΟÕ−
♥ΚχÏû[ϕΘ ΚôΩιƒο úΤúΩ á[κΣγΟ ΣÏƒΚ↓←ÚϕΘ ≅χΚλΣχΚ

€ςôΤδΚÞχÏ úΣςΖ↑ο ùΜµΣôÓΚρ ↑↔ΞûΟϕΘ∴ , ΦοûΩΚ↓ο ♥Κχ
ùΚôåςΤô∴ ΚΩΚδΚρ ΓσΣγΟ∴−
↑ΞΜô♠Κ↓τ ΚΩΚδΚ↓ο ùΣÚλΣôΚλ Θô±Υλ+ ↑ΩδÏεùΜοΞλ+ ΚÚ↑Κ↓τ

ΜêΚ úΜΚ↔κ×ΚûΖ−−− ƒÚκ♦ι ΘςúΞηÓùΤ∴ι ùΘ↓Ξô∴ úΚô↔χûΚΚρ
≅ΟδΚ♠ÚϕΘ∴−
♦κςΞ↔ 0 Τσßλ Τôνε 04χÏ ΒûΟúΥ 14/// úΣûς ûΚÕ ùΜµΘ∴ν− 545

úΣν çχ€←ΟκΣγΟ∴ν− 2562 úΣûς ùΘô→ΩôΖν ØΚôλΚ↓ο ûΚÕ ùΜµΘ∴ν−
447/ úΣν ΡôÓ ΚΟιΘκΣγΟ∴ν−−−
úΚ−Φλ−ΚôνγΜτ ≅°χûΚ+ ΚôνγΜτ ΦτΣΞν Κλë±]χ Κγ′♠τ ΤιƒΥχ

ÏÝûΞε úΜνϕΘ ∆χûςτ ≅ς′τ ΚôΞΩν ♣νΞôΚι ΘûΩΞςôΞν− 08 Τôνε
082/−
 V. Sokolov (ed), Obshchestvo I Vlast, v 1930-ye gody ♠←ÚϕÕ

ΒÕ ΜêΚ ↑ΞΜôΥιƒο ↑ÚκΣ♥οΩôΘ ΙÚ ↑ΞΜô♠ χùςυ⁄Υτυ ΚΥô ùΚ⊥γΟô
∋↑ΞΜôΥ Ρô↓Θθ( ↑σÏ ΦÝƒΥ Κ⁄Θλ−
−−−Ρôτ 0768ο ♦[ϕΘ ΒΥσûΚΥôΚ úΞûΩùΜµÕ ΞÚλ ΙÚ ↑ΞΜô♠ ΦδΚρ

ÏÓλΣιƒο 5úΣν ∆ßκ♦∴νΚρ ∆ρΖ∴ν− Φτ Τû∴↑ 0770ο ♦[ϕΘΡôρ−
Φτ ΤΚàχÏ 05 ΞΥÕ+ ΒςηÓ ΤΚτΚρ 08 ΞΥÕ ♣ςλ♦ΥΞνΚρ− ΒλêΞÚλ
Σρ↓χÏε ùΜο€τ[∴ν− Φτ ΜúΚôΘ↔♠τ ΞΥÕ 60− 0821 ØΘο Φτ ÁÕ ≅ƒΚ
Ξ↔ΚûΖ ÑΤιƒ∴ν− ΒÕ Φ∴χÏ ≅ΜôιƒΥΤô∴ΘôΚχ úΘôτ°ΥÕ− 0824←ÚϕÕ
∆ρðν ≅ƒΚô↔Κρ Φτ ÁΘô∴ Ξ↔ΚûΖ ∆Υνιƒ∴ν−−− Φτ∴ôο ≅Ξσû[
ùÑÛιΘ ΒΥΩ↑οûΩ− Φτ ùΜôιÕ ØÝΞÕλ ΣƒÜ ùΜµΥκΣγΟÕ− Φτ Ïƒûς+
ΣÑ+ ΚτßχÏγ⁄+ ùΜλΤ° ΑÓλ ≅Θτ Ïγ⁄ΚÞλ+ Φτ ≅û∴ιÕ ΚÚ↑Κρ+
ΤςεΜôΤôτΚρ+ Κγ⁄ΟιûΘ ΣÝÕ ΣôνχΚ ûΞιƒÚϕΘ ΚγûΟΚρ úΣôτ[
≅û∴ιûΘÙλ Ξ↔ΚÞχΚôΚ ↑σß↑γΟ∴ν− 0825ο Φτ 1 Κγ⁄ΟδΚûΖ ↑σß
↑γΟ∴ν−−− úΚôοúΚôϖ ≅Ξσû[ Ξôδ€ΥÕ 0826ο Φτ ΒςηÓ Ï⁄ûΜΚ↓ο
Ιτû[ ↑σß Τσù[ôτû[ ûΚΥΚκΣÓιƒχùΚôηΟ∴ν−
≅?Σ∴ô′ ùΟúΟôúςô↑χ ?κùςùΣú∴π Φτàλ Θ±ε ΜôÏΣ⁄ΥôΖν−
ΑΘôςλ 9 V. Sokolov (ed), Obshchestvo I Vlast, v 1930-ye gody
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Box 5

Existing socialist parties in Europe did not wholly approve of the
way the Bolsheviks took power –  and kept it. However, the possibility
of a workers’ state fired people’s imagination across the world. In
many countries, communist parties were formed – like the
Communist Party of Great Britain. The Bolsheviks encouraged
colonial peoples to follow their experiment. Many non-Russians from
outside the USSR participated in the Conference of the Peoples of
the East (1920) and the Bolshevik-founded Comintern (an international
union of pro-Bolshevik socialist parties). Some received education in
the USSR’s Communist University of the Workers of the East. By
the time of the outbreak of the Second World War, the USSR had
given socialism a global face and world stature.

Yet by the 1950s it was acknowledged within the country that the
style of government in the USSR was not in keeping with the ideals
of the Russian Revolution. In the world socialist movement too it
was recognised that all was not well in the Soviet Union. A backward
country had become a great power. Its industries and agriculture
had developed and the poor were being fed. But it had denied the
essential freedoms to its citizens and carried out its developmental
projects through repressive policies. By the end of the twentieth
century, the international reputation of the USSR as a socialist
country had declined though it was recognised that socialist ideals
still enjoyed respect among its people. But in each country the ideas
of socialism were rethought in a variety of different ways.

5  The Global Influence of the Russian
Revolution and the USSR

Writing about the Russian Revolution in India

Among those the Russian Revolution inspired were many Indians. Several
attended the Communist University. By the mid-1920s the Communist Party was
formed in India. Its members kept in touch with the Soviet Communist Party.
Important Indian political and cultural figures took an interest in the Soviet
experiment and visited Russia, among them Jawaharlal Nehru and Rabindranath
Tagore, who wrote about Soviet Socialism. In India, writings gave impressions of
Soviet Russia. In Hindi, R.S. Avasthi wrote in 1920-21 Russian Revolution, Lenin,
His Life and His Thoughts, and later The Red Revolution . S.D. Vidyalankar
wrote The Rebirth of Russia and The Soviet State of Russia. There was much
that was written in Bengali, Marathi, Malayalam, Tamil and Telugu.

Fig.20 – Special Issue on
Lenin of the Indo-Soviet
Journal.
Indian communists
mobilised support for the
USSR during the Second
World War.
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ΚγΟλ 4

5

ΗúςôκΣô↑τ ≅κúΣôƒÚϕΘ úΜô×Υ←]χ Κγ′Κρ
úΣôοω↑χÏΚρ ≅ƒΚôςιûΘ ûΚκΣσ°Υ Øû[ûΥ ≅Õ
ΡΟϕÕùΚôρÞλ ↑ΘιûΘ ØÝûΤΥôΚ ΓσßχùΚôρΖ
↑οûΩ− Φ±àλ ùΘô→ΩôΖν ≅ςÑ ΓσΣÓΘσÏ
Ξôµκ×ρΖÕ− Φτàλ ΚÚιÕ ∆ΩΚλ ØÝΞÕλ Σς↑ΥÕ−
€úςγ ♦↔γΟ±τ Κλë±]χ Κγ′ûΥκ úΣôο ΣΩ ΡôÓΚ↓ο
Κλë±] Κγ′Κρ úΘôτ°Υ∴− Θλ ùΚôρûΚûΥκ
♦τΣσßΤôß Ï⁄úΥσ[ ≅ς′τ ΤχΚûΖ úΣôοω↑χÏΚρ
ΕχΚκΣΟιƒ∴ν− USSR χÏ ùΞ↓úΥ ΒÚϕΘ ςωΥςοΩôΘ
ΣΩν €ΨχÏ ΤχΚ↓τ ΤôΡôγ⁄ο ∋081/( ΣδÏùΚôηΟ∴ν−
úΣôοω↑χÏΚρ Κ♥Οντ ∋ΜνΞúΘΜ úΜô×Υ←] úΚôοω↑χ
ΑΘςΞôΖνΚ↓τ ΜδΚλ( ΓσΣÓιƒ∴ν− ′Ων USSR τ €ΨχÏκ
ΣÏƒ ùΘô→ΩôΖνΚ↓τ Κλë±] ΣοΚûΩχΚΨΚιƒο Κο↑
Κσ[∴ν− ΒςηΟôλ ∆ΩΚκúΣôν ùΘôΟδÏλ úΡςιƒσΚρ
USSR úΜô×Υ←]ιûΘ ∆ΩΚ ØΚκΣΟιƒσÏ úΤúΩ ∆Υνιƒ
∆ΩΚ ≅Ζ↑ο ∆Υν ♣ûΩûΥ ≅ûΟΥεùΜµΘÕ−
ΒÚκ♦àλ 084/ΚÞχÏρ USSR ο ≅ςΜôδΚ ùΜΥοØû[

ςωΥ ×ςγ′ ΒΩγ′ΥδΚÞχÏ ΜôΘΚΤôΚ ΒοûΩ Φτß
≅ϕΡôγ⁄úΩúΥ Ικ×χùΚôρΖκΣγΟ ∆ηûΤΥôÏλ− úΜô↑Υι
ë±Υ±ο ≅û∴ιÕλ Μ↔ΥôΚ ΒοûΩ Φ∴ ∆ΩΚ
ùΣôÕÜûΟûΤ ΒΥχΚδΚÞλ ≅°ϕΘ∴− ♦τ Θδ€Υ ΡôÓ
ùΣÚλ ΜχƒΥôΚ Τô°ΥÕ− ≅Θτ ùΘô→σΜôûΩΚρ+ ↑ΞΜôΥλ
ΞΖνε′ΥûΟϕΘÕ− ΓûΨΚÞχÏ ∆ΠΞ↓χΚκΣγΟÕ− Α∴ôο
≅Õ Θτ Ï⁄ΤχΚÞχÏι úΘûΞΥô∴ ÑΘϕƒςιûΘ ≅↓χΚ
ΤßιΘÕ− ≅ΟχÏØû[ ùΚôρûΚΚρ Ξô♠ΩôΚúΞ
ΘτàûΟΥ Øτú∴σ[ ùΜΥο ƒγΟδΚûΖ úΤσùΚôηΟÕ−
ΒÚΣΘôλ èσ[ôη⁄σÏρ úΜô×Υ←] ΡôΟôΚ USSR τ
ΜνΞúΘΜ ×Κθ Ïû[ϕÕ↑γΟÕ− ΒÚκ♦àλ úΜô×Υ←]χ
ΚÚιÕΚρ Βτ[ΖÜλ ≅Θτ ΤχΚ↓ûΟúΥ Τ↔ΥôûΘ
ùΣσß↑Ú€[Õ Φτß ≅°ΥκΣγΟÕ− Α∴ôο ΙπùΞôÚ
Ρôγ⁄Ûλ úΜô×Υ←]χ ΚÚιÕΚûΖ ΣοúΞß ΞûΚΚΖôΚ
Τß′ϕΘû∴ ùΜµΥκΣγΟÕ−

∆Ω€τ ÁÕ ςωΥκ ×ςγ′♠τ ΘôχΚλ

Τσßλ USSR

ΒϕƒΥô↑ο ςωΥ ×ςγ′ Σσ°Υ ΣûΟκ×Κρ
ΣΩ ΒϕƒΥνΚ↓τ ÁÕ ςωΥ ×ςγ′ ΘôχΚιûΘ ΓσΣÓιƒΥΘ− ΣΩν
Κλë±υ ΣοΚûΩχΚΨΚιƒσÏ ùΜτ[∴ν− 081/Κ↓τ ΒûΟχΚôΩιΘο
ΒϕƒΥô↑ο Κλë±]χ Κγ′ úΘôσß↑χΚκΣγΟÕ− ≅Θτ ∆ßκ♦∴νΚρ
úΜô↑Υι Κλë±]χ Κγ′♠ο ùΘôΟν♦ο ΒÚϕΘ∴ν− ΒϕƒΥ ≅ς′Υο
ΜΩôεΜôς ΞοÛΡνΚρ úΜô↑Υι ΡΟΞ⁄χûΚΚ↓τ ÁÕ ΑνΞλ Κôγ⁄∴ν−
ςωΥô↑σÏ ΣΥΠλ úΤσùΚôηΟ∴ν− ≅ΞνΚ↓ο úΜô↑Υι úΜô_←]λ
Σσ° ΦÝƒΥΞνΚ↓ο ⊥ΞνΩôο úΡÚÜλ+ ΤΚôιΤô ΚôϕƒΥ⁄ΚÞλ
∆ρΖ∴ν− ΒϕƒΥ ΣûΟκ×Κ↓ο úΜô↑Υι ςωΥô↑τ ΜôΥοΚρ
ΚôΠκΣγΟ∴− 081/,10ο Αν−Φυ− ≅Ξϕƒ+ ςωΥκ×ςγ′ ùΩ±τ
≅ΞÚûΟΥ ΞôθχûΚ+ ≅ΞÚûΟΥ ′ϕΘû∴Κρ+ ♦τ∴ν The Red
Revolution  Φτàλ èûΩ ∝ϕƒ♠ο ΒΥσ°∴ôν S.D. ↑ιΥôΩδΚôν
The Rebirth of Russia and The  Soviet  State  of  Russia. úΣôτ[ èοΚûΖ
ΦÝƒ∴ôν− ΞδΚôΖλ+ Τςôιƒ+ ΤûΩΥôΖλ+ Θ♥θ+ ùΘÛδÏ
ùΤô→Κ↓Ûλ ΣΩ èοΚρ ΒΥσ[κΣγΟ∴−

ΣΟλ  1/  ùΩ±τ  ÁÕ

ΒϕúΘô,úΜô↑Υι ⊥ν∴←τ

′[κ× ΒΘθ− ΒϕƒΥ ùΣôÕÜΟ

ûΤΥôΖνΚρ ΒςηΟôλ

∆ΩΚκúΣô↔τ úΣôÕ USSR
χÏ ΑΘςûΞ ùΣσßιΘϕΘ∴ν
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Source G

Source F

An Indian arrives in Soviet Russia in 1920

‘For the first time in our lives, we were seeing Europeans
mixing freely with Asians. On seeing the Russians mingling
freely with the rest of the people of the country we were
convinced  that  we  had  come  to  a  land  of  real  equality.

We saw freedom in its true light. In spite of their poverty,
imposed by the counter-revolutionaries and the imperialists,
the people were more jovial and satisfied than ever before.
The revolution had instilled confidence and fearlessness in
them. The real brotherhood of mankind would be seen here
among these people of fifty different nationalities. No
barriers of caste or religion hindered them from mixing freely
with one another.  Every soul was transformed into an orator.
One could see a worker, a peasant or a soldier haranguing
like a professional lecturer.’

Shaukat Usmani, Historic Trips of a Revolutionary.

Rabindranath Tagore wrote from Russia in 1930

‘Moscow appears much less clean than the other
European capitals. None of those hurrying along the
streets look smart. The whole place belongs to the
workers … Here the masses have not in the least been
put in the shade by the gentlemen … those who lived in
the background for ages have come forward in the open
today … I thought of the peasants and workers in my
own  country.  It  all  seemed  like  the  work  of  the  Genii  in
the Arabian Nights. [here] only a decade ago they were
as illiterate, helpless and hungry as our own masses …
Who could be more astonished than an unfortunate Indian
like myself to see how they had removed the mountain of
ignorance and helplessness in these few years’.

Activity
Compare the passages written by Shaukat
Usmani and Rabindranath Tagore. Read
them in relation to Sources C, D and E.

Ø What did Indians find impressive about
the USSR ?

Ø What did the writers fail to notice?
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ΑΘôςλ ‘Φ’

ΑΘôςλ ‘Ε’

ùΜΥο

“081/ο ΙÚ ΒϕƒΥν úΜô↑Υι ςωΥô↑σÏ ΞϕΘôν−
ΦδΚρ ΞôθχûΚ♠ο ØΘοØû[ΥôΚ+ Ηúςôκ♦ΥνΚρ
Α′Υ Ρôγ⁄∴νΚÞΟτ ÑΘϕƒςΤôΚ ΚΩϕƒÚκΣûΘ
ΡôδΚρ ΣôνιúΘôλ− ςωΥνΚρ Ρôγ⁄τ ♦[ ΤχΚÞΟτ
ÑΘϕƒςΤôΚ ΚΩκΣûΘ ΣôνιÕ↑γÓ ΡôδΚρ ΙÚ
∆ηûΤΥô∴ ΜΤιÕΞ ♣ΩκΣÏƒχÏ ΞϕÕρúΖôλ Φτß
ΚÚƒú∴ôλ−
Ρôλ ÑΘϕƒςιƒτ ∆ηûΤΥô∴ Ι↓ûΥχ ΚηúΟôλ−
Φƒν ×ςγ′ΥôΖνΚρ+ ΦúΘεΜƒΚôςνΚρ ΓσΣÓιƒΥ ΞßûΤ
ΒÚϕΘúΣôƒÛλ ΤχΚρ ΚΟϕΘ ΚôΩιûΘ ↑Ο ≅ƒΚ
Τ€θε′ÙΟàλ Τ∴ ♣û[ÜΟàλ ∆ρΖ∴ν −
Βκ×ςγ′Υô∴Õ+ ≅ΞνΚ↓ûΟúΥ Ρλ♦χûΚûΥÙλ
≅εΜ♥τûΤûΥÙλ ♣ςκ♦ΥÕ− ΒϕΘ ΗλΣÕ úΞßΣγΟ
ΡôÓΚ↓τ ΤχΚ↓ûΟúΥ Τ±Θ Β∴ιƒτ ∆ηûΤΥô∴
ΜúΚôΘςιÕΞλ ΚôΠκΣγΟÕ− ΙÚΞÚχùΚôÚΞν ÑΘϕƒςΤôΚ
úΜνϕƒÚκΣΘσÏ Μôƒ ΤΘδΚρ ΘûΟΥôΚ ΒοûΩ−
ΙπùΞôÚ ΡΣÚλ ΙÚ úΣεΜôΖςôΚ Τô°∴ν− ΙπùΞôÚ
ùΘô→Ωô↓Ùλ ↑ΞΜô♠+ ΒςôÔΞ Åςν+ ƒ[ûΤΥô∴
ùΜôσùΣô→ΞôΖν ΑΞûΘ ΙπùΞôÚΞÚλ ΚôΠΩôλ”−
ùΜΖΚι ∆υΤô± ΦÝƒΥ ‘ ΙÚ ×ςγ′♠τ ΞςΩôσß ΣΥΠλ’
Φàλ è←←ÚϕÕ

082/ο ΒςÅϕƒςΡôι Θôáν ςωΥô↑←ÚϕÕ ΒπΞôß
ΒΥσ°∴ôν−
“Τσ[ Ηúςôκ♦Υ ΘûΩΡΚςδΚûΖ ↑Ο ΤôυúΚô↑ο
çµûΤ ♥ΚÜλ Ïû[ΞôΚ ∆ρΖÕ− ÅƒΚûΖ çµûΤΥôΚ
ûΞιÕχùΚôρ úΞηÓùΤ∴ ΥôÚλ Õ↔ΘκΣΟ↑οûΩ−
♣Ωλ ØÝΞÕλ ∆ûΨκΣôΖνΚÞûΟΥúΘ−−− ΒδÏρΖ
ΤχΚρ ùΣ↔Υ Τ±ΘνΚ↓τ ♣Ψ←ο ΒÚχΚ
↑ÚλΣΤôγΟôνΚρ− ΚôΩλ ΚôΩΤôΚ ΘûΩΤû[ΞôΚ
ΒÚϕΘΞνΚρ Βτß ùΞ↓úΥ ΚôΠκΣγΟ∴ν− Ρôτ+ Φτ
ΡôγÓ ↑ΞΜôΥ ΤχΚρ+ ùΘô→ΩôΖνΚûΖκ Σσ°
′ϕƒιúΘτ− ΒûΞΥôÜλ ≅úς♦Υτ ûΡγυ è←τ
≥É♠τ ùΜΥοΚûΖκ úΣôο úΘôτ°ΥÕ ∋ΒδÏ( ΙÚ
ΣιÕ ΑηÓΚÞχÏ Øτ ≅ΞνΚÞλ ΡλΤΞν úΣôΩúΞ
ΦÝιΘ°Ξσ[ΞνΚρ ∆Θ↑Υσ[ΞνΚρ+ Σ′Υôο
Σ↔Θ↑ιΘΞνΚρ− ΒχÏû[ϕΘ ΑηÓΚ↓ûΟúΥ
ΤûΩúΣôτ[ ≅°ΥôûΤûΥÙλ ∆Θ↑Υσ[ ♣ûΩûΥÙλ
¿χΚκΣγΟ Øû[ûΥχ ΚηÓ Φτû∴κ úΣôτ[ ∆Θ↑Υσ[
ΒϕƒΥν ↑ΥκΣûΟΥôΤο Φτ∴ ùΜµΞν>”

ùΜΖΚι ∆υΤô± ΒςÅϕƒςΡôι Θôáν ΦÝƒΥ
ΣιƒΚûΖ  Ικ♦ΟÜλ−  Β+  Χ+  Τσßλ  ∆
ΑΘôςδΚÞΟτ ùΘôΟν×ûΟΥΞσßΟτ
ΒûΠιÕ Σ⁄χΚÜλ−
Ø  USSR Σσ° ΒϕƒΥνΚÞχÏ Φτ∴

♦⁄ιΘÕ>

Ø  ΦÝιΘôΖνΚΖôο ΦûΘχ ΚηΟ°Υ
ΒΥΩ↑οûΩ>
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Questions

?
1. What were the social, economic and political conditions in Russia before 1905?
2. In what ways was the working population in Russia different from other countries in Europe,

before 1917?
3. Why did the Tsarist autocracy collapse in 1917?
4. Make two lists: one with the main events and the effects of the February Revolution and the

other with the main events and effects of the October Revolution. Write a paragraph on who
was involved in each, who were the leaders and what was the impact of each on Soviet history.

5. What were the main changes brought about by the Bolsheviks immediately after the October
Revolution?

6. Write a few lines to show what you know about:
Ø kulaks
Ø the Duma
Ø women workers between 1900 and 1930
Ø the Liberals
Ø Stalin’s collectivisation programme.

7. Locate these places on the World map given beside.
a) The country where the 1917 Revolution took place.
b) The country that had »Marseillaiseµ as its war song.
c) The country where the Industrial Revolution first began in Europe.

Activities

1. Imagine that you are a striking worker in 1905 who is being tried in court
for your act of rebellion. Draft the speech you would make in your defence.
Act out your speech for your class.

2. Write the headline and a short news item about the uprising of 24 October
1917 for each of the following newspapers
Ø a Conservative paper in France
Ø a Radical newspaper in Britain
Ø a Bolshevik newspaper in Russia

3. Imagine that you are a middle-level wheat farmer in Russia after
collectivisation. You have decided to write a letter to Stalin
explaining your objections to collectivisation. What would you write about
the conditions of your life? What do you think would be Stalin’s response
to such a farmer? Ac

tiv
iti

es
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ùΜΥοΚρ

↑∴ôχΚρ

1. ¿δΚρ ∆δΚûΖ 08/4ο úΞûΩ ♣ßιΘλ ùΜµÙλ ùΘô→Ωô↓ΥôΚ
ΚσΣû∴ ùΜµÕ ùΚôρÞδΚρ− ∆δΚρ ΚΩΚ ùΜΥσΣôÓΚρ ÁÕ ¿ƒ
Ττ[ιƒο ↑ΜôςûΠ ΡΟχ€[Õ− ∆δΚûΖ ♣ΥôΥκΣÓιƒ ¿δΚρ Ασßλ
ùΜôσùΣô→ûΞ Ξ⁄ΞûΤχΚÜλ− ∆δΚρ ΞÏκΣû[♠ο ≅♦ΡΥιÕΟτ
úΣ′χΚôγΟÜλ−

2. •θχΚôÔλ ùΜµƒι ΘôρΚÞχÏ ≅χúΟôΣν 13 0806 ΚΩΚιûΘκ Σσ°Υ
Øχ€Υ ΚÚιÕχΚρ+ ÑÚχΚΤô∴ ùΜµƒûΥ ΦÝΘÜλ−

Ø ♦ςôτ′τ ΙÚ ΣΨûΤΞôΘ Ρô↓Θθ

Ø ♦↔γΟ±τ ØσúΣôχÏ ùΜµƒιΘôρ

Ø ςωΥô↑τ úΣôοω↑χ ùΜµƒιΘôρ
3. ¿δΚρ ςωΥô↑τ áγÓκΣηûΠ Øû[χÏκ ♦τ∴ν ΞôθϕΘ ΡÓιΘς

úΚôÕûΤ ↑ΞΜô♠ Φ∴ Ε€χΚÜλ− áγÓκΣηûΠ Øû[ ÁÕ ∆δΚρ
Φƒνκ×ΚûΖ ùΘ↔↑ιÕ υΟô←àχÏ Κ⁄Θλ ΦÝΘ úΞηÓùΤ∴ ¿δΚρ
Ø⁄Ü ùΜµÕρÇνΚρ− ∆δΚρ ΞôθχûΚε ãθ♣ûΩΚûΖχ Ï°ιÕ ¿δΚρ
Φτ∴ ΦÝÕÅν> ≅ÕúΣôτ[ ↑ΞΜô♠ ÁÕ υΟô←τ ΦπΞûΚΥô∴
↑ûΟûΥι ùΘ↔↑κΣôν Φ∴ ¿δΚρ ΚÚÕ•[νΚρ>

1. 08/4χÏ Øτ ςωΥô↑τ ΜêΚ ùΣôÚΖôΘôς ≅ς′Υο ãθ♣ûΩΚρ ΥôûΞ>
2. 0806χÏ Øτ ΗúςôκΣô↑τ ♦[ ΡôÓΚûΖ ↑Ο ςωΥô↑τ ∆ûΨχÏλ ΤχΚρ ΦπΞôß

úΞßΣγ⁄ÚϕΘ∴ν>
3. 0806ο ⊥ôν Ττ∴↔τ Ø⁄Υôγ′ Γτ Åθε′ΥûΟϕΘÕ>
4. ΒςηÓ Σγ⁄ΥοΚûΖ Ξ⁄ΞûΤχΚÜλ− Ιτß ♦κςΞ↔κ ×ςγ′♠τ Øχ€Υ ♣ΚθÜΚÞλ

≅Θτ ΘôχΚØλ− Τσù[ôτß+ ≅χúΟôΣν ×ςγ′♠τ Øχ€Υ ♣ΚθÜΚÞλ ≅Θτ ΘôχΚØλ−
ΙπùΞôÚ ♣Κθ↑Ûλ Υôν ΣδÏ ùΚôηΟ∴ν− Υôν ΘûΩΞνΚρ Τσßλ úΜô↑Υι
ΞςΩôσ°τ ÁÕ ΙπùΞôÚΞ↔τ ΘôχΚλ Φτ∴ ΦτΣûΘκ Σσ° ΙÚ Σιƒ ΦÝΘÜλ−

5. ≅κúΟôΣν ×ςγ′ Ø⁄ϕΘÜΟτ úΣôοω↑χÏΚρ ùΚôηÓΞϕΘ Øχ€Υ Τôσ[δΚρ ΥôûΞ>
6. Βχ•θΚηΟΞσû[κ Σσ° ∆δΚÞχÏι ùΘ↔ϕΘ ′Ω ΚÚιÕΚûΖκ Σσ° ′Ω ΣιƒΚρ

ΦÝΘÜλ−
Ø ΣΠχΚôς ↑ΞΜô♠Κρ

Ø åΤô

Ø 08//+ 082/ ΑηÓΚÞχ€ûΟúΥ ùΣη ∆ûΨκΣôΖνΚρ

Ø ÑΘϕƒςΞôƒΚρ

Ø υΟô←±τ áγÓκΣηûΠ ↑ΞΜôΥ ƒγΟλ−

 7. ≅ÓιΘ ΣχΚιƒο ùΚôÓχΚκΣγÓρΖ ∆ΩΚ ΞûςΣΟιƒο ♦τΞÚλ ΒΟδΚûΖ Ï°−

a) 1917 ×ςγ′ ΡûΟùΣσ[ ΡôÓ

b) ΤôνùΜµου Φàλ úΣôν ΣôΟο ùΚôηΟ ΡôÓ

c) ΗúςôκΣô↑ο ØΘτØΘ←ο ùΘô→ο×ςγ′ ùΘôΟδ€Υ ΡôÓ
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