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156 What is Democracy? Why Democracy?

LEARNING OUT COMES

The Students will be able to

1. What is Democracy? Why Democracy?

1. Uderstand Democracy and its features.

2. Distinguish between different types of governments across the world.

3. Explain the differences between Democracy, Monarchy and Dictatorship.

4. Appreciate the Rule of Law and Rights.

2. Constitutional Design

1. Explain the concept of apartheid.

2. Understand the need of Constitution and the efforts in making the Constitution.

3. Compare and contrast the Indian Constitution with that of other countires.

4. Interpret the philosophy of the Constitution.

5. Describe the guiding values of the Indian Constitution  and appreciate the efforts of the

Constituent Assembly.

3. Electoral Politics

1. Understand the need and the role of elections in Democracy.

2. Analyse the process of elections and the role of Election Commission in taking decisions

independently.

3. Difine the concept of citizenship.

4. Explain geographical importance of electoral constituencies.

5. Organise mock elections to elect class leaders and school pupils' leader.

6.  Feel the sensitivity in facing the challanges in conducting free and fair elections.
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ΚσúΣôν−−−−

1. ΤχΚΖôγ′ Φτ[ôο Φτ∴> ΤχΚΖôγ′ Γτ úΘûΞ>
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2. ∆ΩùΚδ€Ûλ ∆ρΖ ΣοúΞß ΞûΚΥô∴ ≅ςΜôδΚûΖ Ï°ιÕ Σ↔≠Ωû∴ ùΜµΞν−

3. ΤχΚΖôγ′+ Ø⁄Υôγ′ Τσßλ ΜνΞôƒΚôς Αγ′ Α€ΥΞσ°σÏ ΒûΟúΥ ∆ρΖ

úΞßΣôÓΚûΖ ↑Ξ↔κΣν−

4. ΜΤ ♣ΥôΥλ Τσßλ ∆↔ûΤΚûΖ ×ΚθΞν−

2. ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟ Ξ⁄ΞûΤκ×

1. ♣[ úΞσßûΤûΥ Ï°ιÕ ↑Ξ↔κΣν−

2. ≅ς′Υο ≅ûΤκ× ΜγΟιƒτ úΘûΞûΥ Τσßλ ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκûΣ ∆ÚΞôχÏΞΘσΚô∴

ØΥσ′ûΥ ×↔ϕÕ ùΚôρΞν−

3. ΒϕƒΥ ≅ς′Υο ≅ûΤκûΣ Τσ[ ΡôÓΚÞΟτ Ικ♦γÓ ΣôνκΣν−

4. ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ♦τ ΘιÕΞιûΘ ↑Ξ↔κΣν−

5. ΒϕƒΥ ≅ς′Υο ≅ûΤκ♦τ Ξ→ΚôγÓ ùΚôρûΚΚûΖ ↑Ξ↔ιÕ+ ≅ς′Υο ≅ûΤκ×

ΜûΣ♠τ ØΥσ′ΚûΖ ΣôςôγÓΞν−
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ΑûΠΥιƒτ ΣδÏ Ï°ιÕ ΣÏκΣôµÜ ùΜµΞν−

3. Ï⁄Ù↔ûΤ Σσ°Υ ΚÚιûΘ ΞûςΥßιΘο ùΜµΞν−

4. ΞôχΚôΖν ùΘôÏƒΚ↓τ ×↑♠Υο Øχ€ΥιÕΞιûΘ ↑ΖχÏΞν−

5. Σρ↓Κ↓ο ΞÏκ× ΘûΩΞτ+ Σρ↓ ΤôΠΞνΚ↓τ ΘûΩΞûς úΘνϕùΘÓχΚ Τôƒ↔

úΘνΘοΚûΖ ΡΟιÕΞν−
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OOOOOVERVERVERVERVERVIEVIEVIEVIEVIEWWWWW

What is democracy? What are its features? This chapter builds on a simple
definition of democracy. Step by step, we work out the meaning of the
terms involved in this definition. The aim here is to understand clearly
the bare minimum features of a democratic form of government. After going
through this chapter we should be able to distinguish a democratic form
of government from a non-democratic government. Towards the end of
this chapter, we step beyond this minimal objective and introduce a broader
idea of democracy.

Democracy is the most prevalent form of government in the world today
and it is expanding to more countries. But why is it so? What makes it
better than other forms of government? That is the second big question
that we take up in this chapter.

CHAPTER 1

What is Democracy?
Why Democracy?
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úΤσΣôνûΞ

ΤχΚΖôγ′ Φτ[ôο Φτ∴> ≅Θτ Ση×Κρ ΥôûΞ> ΒϕΘ
≅ιƒΥôΥλ ΤχΚΖôγ′♠τ ùΣôÕΞô∴ ΞûςΥû[ûΥχ ùΚôηÓ
Ξ⁄ΞûΤχΚκΣγΟÕ− Σ⁄κΣ⁄ΥôΚ ΒϕΘ ΞûςΥû[♠ο ∆ρΖ ùΜôσΚ↓τ
ùΣôÚûΖ ùΘ↔ϕÕùΚôρΖ ØΥοúΞôλ− ΤχΚΖôγ′ ≅ςΜôδΚιƒτ
Ïû[ϕΘΣγΜ Ση×ΚûΖκ Σσ° ùΘ↓ΞôΚ ×↔ϕÕùΚôρΞÕ Ρλ
ΒΩγ′ΥΤôÏλ− ΒϕΘ ≅ιƒΥôΥιûΘ Σ⁄ιΘ ♦τ Ρôλ ΤχΚΖôγ′
≅ςΜôδΚιûΘ ΤχΚΖôγ′ ≅οΩôΘ ≅ςΜôδΚιƒΟ♥ÚϕÕ úΞßΣÓιΘ ΒΥΩ
úΞηÓλ− ΒϕΘ ≅ιƒΥôΥιƒτ Ø⁄↑ο Ρôλ ΒϕΘ Ïû[ϕΘΣγΜ
ú Ρ ô χ Κ ι û Θ χ  Κ Ο ϕ Õ  Τ χ Κ Ζ ô γ ′ ♠ τ  ↑ ↔ Ξ ô ∴  Κ Ú ι Õ Κ û Ζ
≅°ØΚκΣÓιΘΩôλ−

ΤχΚΖôγ′ ΦτΣÕ Βτß ∆Ω€ο ♥ΚÜλ ♦ςΣΩΤô∴ ≅ςΜôδΚ
Ξ⁄ΞΤôÏλ− ΒÕ ΣΩ ΡôÓΚÞχÏ ΣςÜ€[Õ− Α∴ôο ≅πΞôß Γτ
ΡΟχ€[Õ> ♦[ ≅ςΜôδΚ ≅ûΤκ×ΚûΖ↑Ο úΤτûΤΥô∴ΘôΚ ΒΘû∴
ΦÕ Τôσß€[Õ> ΦτΣúΘ ΒϕΘ ≅ιƒΥôΥιƒο Ρôλ ùΘ↔ϕÕùΚôρΖ
úΞη⁄Υ ↑∴ô−

ΤχΚΖôγ′ Φτ[ôο Φτ∴>

ΤχΚΖôγ′ Γτ úΘûΞ>

ΣôΟλ ` 0
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I have heard a
different version.
Democracy is off
the people, far
(from) the people
and (where they)
buy the people.
Why don’t we
accept that?

1.11.11.11.11.1 WWWWWHAHAHAHAHATTTTT     ISISISISIS D D D D DEMOCREMOCREMOCREMOCREMOCRACACACACACYYYYY?????
But we don’t know if this is the best way of
defining unless we think about it ourselves. We
must not accept something just because it is
famous, just because everyone accepts it.

Yolanda: Ma’am, can I suggest something? We don’t
need to look for any definition. I read somewhere
that the word democracy comes from a Greek
word ‘Demokratia’. In Greek ‘demos’ means
people and ‘kratia’ means rule. So democracy is
rule by the people. This is the correct meaning.
Where is the need to debate?

Lyngdoh Madam: That is also a very helpful way
of thinking about this matter. I would just say
that this does not always work. A word does not
remain tied to its origin. Just think of computers.
Originally they were used for computing, that is to
say calculating, very difficult mathematical sums.
These were very powerful calculators. But nowa-
days very few people use computers for comput-
ing sums. They use it for writing, for designing, for
listening to music and for watching films. Words
remain the same but their meaning can change
with time. In that case it is not very useful to look
at the origins of a word.

Merry: Ma’am, so basically what you are saying
is that there is no shortcut to our thinking about
the matter ourselves. We have to think about its
meaning and evolve a definition.

Lyngdoh Madam: You got me right. Let us get on
with it now.

A C T I V I T Y

Let us take Lyngdoh Madam seriously and try to
write down the exact definition of some of the
simple words that we use all the time: pen, rain
and love. For example, is there a way of defining a
pen that distinguishes it clearly from a pencil, a
brush, a chalk or crayon.
What have you learnt from this attempt?
What does it teach us about understanding the

meaning of democracy?

A simple definitionA simple definitionA simple definitionA simple definitionA simple definition
Let us get back to our discussion on
similarities and differences among
governments that are called

You have already read about different
forms of government. On the basis of
your understanding of democracy
so far, mentioning a few examples
write down some common features of:
Democratic governments
Non-democratic governments

Why define democracy?Why define democracy?Why define democracy?Why define democracy?Why define democracy?
Before we proceed further, let us
first take note of an objection by
Merry. She does not like this way
of defining democracy and wants
to ask some basic questions.
Her teacher Matilda Lyngdoh
responds to her questions, as other
classmates join the discussion:
Merry: Ma’am, I don’t like this idea. First we spend

time discussing democracy and then we want
to find out the meaning of democracy. I mean
logically shouldn’t we have approached it the
other way round? Shouldn’t the meaning have
come first and then the example?

Lyngdoh Madam: I can see your point. But that is
not how we reason in everyday life. We use
words like pen, rain or love. Do we wait to have
a definition of these words before we use them?
Come to think of it, do we have clear definition
of these words? It is only by using a word that
we understand its meaning.

Merry: But then why do we need definitions at all?
Lyngdoh Madam: We need a definition only when

we come across a difficulty in the use of a word.
We need a definition of rain only when we wish to
distinguish it from, say, drizzle or cloudburst. The
same is true for democracy. We need a clear
definition only because people use it for different
purposes, because very different kinds of gov-
ernments call themselves democracy.

Ribiang: But why do we need to work on a defini-
tion? The other day you quoted Abraham
Lincoln to us: “Democracy is government of
the people, by the people and for the people”.
We in Meghalaya always ruled ourselves. That
is accepted by everyone. Why do we need to
change that?

Lyngdoh Madam: I am not saying we need to
change it. I too find this definition very beautiful.
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Ρôτ úΞù[ôÚ
ΞûςΥû[ûΥ
úΚρ↑Ùσú[τ
!ΤχΚΖôγ′
ΤχΚÞΟτ
ùΘôΟν♦οΩôΤο
ΤχΚÞχÏ
çςΤôΚ ΒÚϕÕ
ΤχΚûΖ
↑ûΩχÏ
ΞôδÏΞÕ& Φτß
Ρôλ ΒûΘ Γτ
Ικ×χùΚôρΞƒοûΩ−

¿δΚρ ΓσΚ∴úΞ ΣΩ ΞûΚΥô∴ ≅ςΜôδΚ
Øû[ΚûΖκ Σσ° Σ⁄ιƒÚκÀνΚρ− ΤχΚΖôγ′
ÁÕ  ∆δΚÞχÏ  ∆ρΖ  ↑→κ×Πν↑τ
≅⁄κΣûΟ♠ο ΦÓιÕχΚôγÓΚûΖχ ùΚôηÓ
< ΤχΚΖôγ′ ≅ςΜôδΚδΚρ
< ΤχΚΖôγ′ ≅οΩôΘ ≅ςΜôδΚδΚρ
Α€ΥΞσ°τ ′Ω ùΣôÕΞô∴ Ση×ΚûΖ
ΦÝΘÜλ−
ΤχΚΖôγ′ûΥ Γτ ΞûςΥßχΚ
úΞηÓλ>
Ρôλ úΤÛλ Øτú∴ôχ€ε ùΜοΞΘσÏ Øτ
ØΘ←ο  ùΤν↔  ΦτΣΞ↔τ  Φƒνκ♦û∴
ΚΞ±χΚ úΞηÓλ− ΒπΞôß ΤχΚΖôγ′ûΥκ
Σσ° ΞûςΥû[ ùΜµΞÕ ≅ΞÚχÏ ♦⁄χΚôÕ−
≅Ξν ′Ω ≅⁄κΣûΟ ↑∴ôχΚûΖ úΚγΚ
↑Úλ×€[ôν− ≅ΞÚûΟΥ ↑∴ôχΚÞχÏ
≅ΞÚûΟΥ  Α′↔ûΥ  Τ⁄οΟô  ←δúΚô
Σ ƒ Ω ↓ ι Θ ô ν −  Μ Κ  Τ ô Π Ξ ν Κ ρ
ΒχΚΩϕÕûςΥôΟ←ο ΚΩϕÕùΚôηΟ∴ν−
ùΤν↔9 úΤΟλ Φ∴χÏ ΒϕΘ ΦηΠλ
♦⁄χΚ↑οûΩ− ØΘ←ο Ρôλ ΤχΚΖôγ′
Ï°ιÕ úΡςλ ΙÕχ€+ ΚΩϕÕûςΥô⁄Υ ♦τ
Τ χ ΚΖ ô γ ′  Φ τ [ ô ο  Φ τ ∴  Φ τ ß
ùΘ↔ϕÕùΚôρΖ ↑Úλ×€ú[τ− ΒûΘ Φτ
ΚÚιƒο úΞß Øû[♠ο ≅ÔΚχáΟôΘô>
ØΘ←ο ΞûςΥû[ ùΜµΘƒτ ΦÓιÕχΚôγÓ
ΒÚχΚ úΞηÓΤοΩΞô>
←δúΟô úΤΟλ9 Ρôτ ∆τ ΚÚιƒû∴
×↔ϕÕχùΚôρ€ú[τ− Α∴ôÛλ ≅τ[ôΟ
ΞôθχûΚ♠ο Ρôλ ′ϕƒχÏλ Øû[ ΒÕ
≅οΩ+ Ρôλ úΣ∴ô+ ΤûΨ ≅οΩÕ ≅τ×
úΣôτ[ ùΜôσΚûΖ ΣΥτΣÓιÕ€ú[ôλ−
ΒεùΜôσΚûΖ ΣΥτΣÓιÕΞΘσÏ Øτ
≅Ξσ°τ ΞûςΥû[χΚôΚ ΚôιƒÚκúΣôΤô>
Μσß ′ϕƒχΚÜλ+ ΒεùΜôσΚÞχÏ ùΘ↓Ξô∴
ΞûςΥû[ ∆ρΖΘô> ΙÚ ùΜôοûΩ
ΣΥτΣÓιÕλúΣôÕ Θôτ ≅Θτ ùΣôÚûΖ
×↔ϕÕùΚôρ€ú[ôλ−
ùΤν↔9 ΡΤχÏ ΞûςΥû[Κρ Γτ úΘûΞ>
←δúΟô úΤΟλ 9  Ι Ú  ù Μ ô ο û Ω κ
ΣΥτΣÓιÕλúΣôÕ ΘΟδΚο ΓσΣÓλ úΣôÕ
Θôτ ΡΤχÏ ≅Θτ ΞûςΥû[ úΘûΞκΣÓλ−
ç[ο úΤΚ ùΞ⁄κ× úΣôτ[Ξσ°←ÚϕÕ
ΤûΨûΥ úΞßΣÓιÕλ úΣôÕ Θôτ ΡΤχÏ
ΤûΨχΚô∴ ΞûςΥ û[ úΘûΞκΣÓλ−
ΤχΚΖôγ′ Φτàλ ùΜôο←σÏλ ≅Õ
ùΣôÚϕÕλ− Γù∴±ο ΤχΚρ ≅ûΘ ΣοúΞß
ΞûΚΚ↓ο ΣΥτΣÓιÕΞΘôÛλ ΣοúΞß
Ξ ûΚ Υô ∴  ≅ ς Μô δΚ δ Κρ  Θδ Κû Ζ
ΘôδΚúΖ ΤχΚΖôγ′ ≅ςΜôδΚλ Φτß á°χ
ùΚôρΞΘôÛλ ΡΤχÏ ùΘ↓Ξô∴ ΞûςΥû[
úΘûΞκΣÓ€[Õ−
↔♦Υôδ9 Α∴ôο Ρôλ ΞûςΥû[ ÁÕ
ΒπΞΖÜ ≅χΚû[ ùΜÛιΘúΞηÓΤô>
úΞù[ôÚ ΜΤΥιƒο ¿δΚρ Α♦ςΚôλ
←δΚ±τ+ !!ΤχΚΖ ôο+ ΤχΚÞχΚôΚ+
ΤχΚ↓τ  Αγ′úΥ  ΤχΚΖôγ′&&  Φτß
á°ÉνΚρ− Ρôλ úΤΚôΩΥô↑ο ΦκúΣôÕλ
ΡλûΤ ΡôúΤ ΑηÓ ΞÚ€ú[ôλ− ΒûΘ
≅û∴ΞÚλ Ικ×χùΚôρ€τ[∴ν− ΒûΘ Ρôλ
Γτ Τôσ[ úΞηÓλ>
←δúΟô úΤΟλ9 ΒûΘ Τôσ[ úΞηÓλ Φτß
Ρôτ á[↑οûΩ− ΒϕΘ ΞûςΥû[ ♥ΚÜλ
≅ΨΚôΚ ∆ρΖÕ Φτß Ρôàλ ΚÚÕ€ú[τ−

0−0 ΤχΚΖôγ′ Φτ[ôο Φτ∴>

           Ρôλ  ←δúΟô  úΤΟλ  á°Υ
ΚÚιûΘ ΚΞ∴ΤôΚ ΑςôµϕÕ ≅τ[ôΟλ
ΣΥτΣÓιÕλ úΣ∴ô ΤûΨ+ ≅τ× úΣôτ[
ù Σ ô Õ Ξ ô ∴  ù Μ ô σ Κ ↓ τ  Μ↔ Υ ô ∴
ΞûςΥû[ûΥ ΦÝÕΞΘσÏ ØΥσ′κúΣôλ−
ΦÓιÕχΚôγΟôΚ úΣ∴ôûΞ ΞûςΥû[
ùΜµΞΘσÏ ùΣτ′ο+ ç↔ûΚ+ ÑηΠχΚγ⁄
≅οΩÕ €úςΥô±←ÚϕÕ ùΘ↓ΞôΚ
úΞßΣÓιÕλ Ξ→Øû[ ΓúΘàλ ∆ρΖΘô>
< ΒλØΥσ′♠←ÚϕÕ ¿δΚρ Φτ∴
ΚσßχùΚôη≈νΚρ>
< ΤχΚΖôγ′ ΦτΣΘτ ùΣôÚûΖ ×↔ϕÕ
ùΚôρΞΘσÏ ΒÕ ΦπΞôß ΣΥτΣÓ€[Õ>

ΙÚ ùΣôÕΞô∴ ΞûςΥû[
Τ χ Κ Ζ ô γ ′  ≅ ς Μ ô δ Κ δ Κ ρ  Φ ∴
≅ûΨχΚκΣÓλ ≅ςΜôδΚδΚÞχ€ûΟúΥ
ΙσßûΤ+ úΞσßûΤ ÁÕ

ùΜΥοΣôÓ

Α∴ôο ΡôúΤ ΒûΘκΣσ° ′ϕƒχΚôΤο
ΒÕúΞ ′[ϕΘ ΞûςΥû[ Φτß á[ ΒΥΩôÕ−
ΒÕ ♥ΚÜλ ♦ςΣΩΤûΟϕΘôο ≅û∴ΞÚλ
ΒΘû∴ Γσ€ú[ôλ− Φ∴úΞ Ρôλ ≅ûΘ ΓσΚ
úΞη⁄Υ ≅Ξ′Υ♥οûΩ−
úΥôΩϕΘô 9  úΤΟλ  Ρôτ  Φτ  ΚÚιûΘ
á[γÓΤô> Ρôλ ΦϕΘ ΞûςΥû[ûΥÙλ
ΦƒνΣôνχΚ úΞη⁄ΥƒοûΩ− ΤχΚΖôγ′
Φ τ à λ  ù Μ ô ο  € ú ς χ Κ  ù Μ ô ο Ω ô ∴
!⁄úΤô€úς′Υô&+ ↑←ÚϕÕ úΘôτ°ΥΘôΚ Ρôτ
Σ⁄ιƒÚχ€ú[τ− €úςχΚ ùΤô→♠ο ⁄úΤô
Φτàλ ùΜôο ΤχΚûΖÙλ €úς′Υô Φτàλ
ùΜôο Αγ′ûΥÙλ Ï°χ€τ[∴− Φ∴úΞ
ΤχΚΖôγ′ ΦτΣΘσÏ ΤχΚΖôο ΑΖκΣÓλ
Αγ′  Φτß  ùΣôÚρ  á[Ωôλ−  ΒÕúΞ
Μ↔Υô∴ ùΣôÚΖôÏλ− Β± ΚΩϕÕûςΥôΟο
Γτ úΘûΞ>
←δúΟô úΤΟλ 9  ΒχΚÚιûΘκ  Σσ°ε
′ϕƒκΣΘσÏ ΒÕ ♥ΚÜλ ÕûΠΥôΚ ΒÚχÏλ−
Α∴ôο ΒÕ ΦκúΣôÕλ Σ∞Υôσ[ôÕ Φτß
Ρôτ  ΚÚÕ€ú[τ−  ΙÚ  ùΜôο  ≅Θτ
êΩκùΣôÚÞΟτ ΤγÓúΤ Ξςλ×χÏ
∆γΣγ⁄ÚχΚôÕ − Κ±∞ΚûΖκ Σ σ°
′ ϕ ƒ Ù δ Κ ρ −  Ø Θ ← ο  ≅ Ξ σ û [
ΚΠχ€ÓΞΘσÏ ΤγÓúΤ ΣΥτΣÓιƒ∴ν− ♥Κχ
Κ⁄∴Τô∴ ΚΠχÏΚûΖ ¾νÜ ùΜµΞΘσÏ
ΒûΞ ♥ΚÜλ Ασ[ο ♥χΚ Κ∞κΣôτ
ΚΖôÏλ− Α∴ôο ΘσΚôΩιƒο ♥Κε ′Ωúς
ΒûΘ ΚΠχ€ÓΞΘσÏ ΣΥτΣÓιÕ€τ[∴ν−
≅ΞνΚρ ΒûΘ ΦÝÕΞΘσÏλ Ξ⁄ΞûΤκ×Κρ
ùΜµΞΘσÏλ+ ΒûΜûΥ úΚγΣΘσÏλ+
ƒûςκΣΟδΚûΖχ ΚôΠÜλ ΣΥτΣÓιÕ
€τ[∴ν− ùΜôσΚρ ≅πΞôú[ ΒÚχÏλ−
Α∴ôο ≅Ξσ°τ ùΣôÚρ ΚôΩκúΣôχ€ο
Τô[Ωôλ ≅ϕúΡςιƒο ≅εùΜôο←τ ùΣôÚρ
≅Θτ êΩκùΣôÚÞΟτ ΤγÓúΤ Ξςλ×χÏγ
ΣÓΞÕ Μ↔Υô∴ΘοΩ−
ùΤν↔ 9 úΤΟλ+ Ρôλ ùΜôσΚ↓τ ↑↔Ξô∴
ùΣôÚûΖ ΣôνχΚúΞη⁄Υ ≅Ξ′ΥØρΖÕ
ΦτΣÕ ∆δΚρ úΡôχΚΤοΩΞô 
←δúΟô úΤΟλ 9 ¿δΚρ Φτû∴ Ρτ[ôΚ
×↔ϕÕùΚôη≈νΚρ− Ρôλ ΒκùΣôÚÞΟτ
Øτú∴ôχ€ε ùΜοúΞôλ−
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CHECK
YOUR

PROGRESS

Ribiang went back home and collected some more famous quotations on democracy. This time she
did not mention the names of the people who said or wrote these. She wants you to read these and
comment on how good or useful these thoughts are:
 Democracy gives every man the right to be his own oppressor.
 Democracy consists of choosing your dictators after they’ve told you what you think it is you want

to hear.
Man’s capacity for justice makes democracy possible, but man’s inclination to injustice makes

democracy necessary
 Democracy is a device that insures we shall be governed no better than we deserve.
 All the ills of democracy can be cured by more democracy.

democracies. One simple factor
common to all democracies is: the
government is chosen by the people.
We could thus start with a simple
definition: democracy is a form of
government in which the rulers are
elected by the people.

This is a useful starting point. This
definition allows us to separate
democracy from forms of government
that are clearly not democratic. The
army rulers of Myanmar were not
elected by the people. Those who
happened to be in control of the army
became the rulers of the country.
People had no say in this decision.
Dictators like Pinochet (Chile) are not
elected by the people. This also
applies to monarchies. The kings of
Saudi Arabia rule not because the
people have chosen them to do so but

because they happen to be born into
the royal family.

This simple definition is not
adequate. It reminds us that
democracy is people’s rule. But if we
use this definition in an unthinking
manner, we would end up calling
almost every government that holds
an election a democracy. That would
be very misleading. As we shall find
out in Chapter 3, every government
in contemporary world wants to be
called a democracy, even if it is not
so. That is why we need to carefully
distinguish between a government
that is a democracy and one that
pretends to be one. We can do so by
understanding each word in this
definition carefully and spelling out
the features of a democratic
government.

This cartoon was
drawn when elections
were held in Iraq with

the presence of US
and other foreign

powers. What do you
think this cartoon is

saying? Why is
‘democracy’ written

the way it is?
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↔♦Υôδ Åγ⁄σÏ ƒÚλ♦ε ùΜτß úΤÛλ ′Ω ×Κθ♥χΚ ΞûςΥû[ΚûΖ
úΜΚ↔ιΘôρ+ ΒλØû[ ≅Ξσû[ á°ΥΞνΚ↓τ ùΣΥνΚûΖúΥô ≅οΩÕ
≅Ξσû[ ΒΥσ°ΥΞνΚ↓τ ùΣΥνΚûΖúΥ á[↑οûΩ− ¿δΚρ ΒΞσû[κ
Σ⁄ιÕ Βε′ϕΘû∴Κρ ΦπΞΖÜ ΡοΩúΘô ≅οΩÕ ΣΥàρΖúΘô Φ∴ ùΘ↔↑χΚ
úΞηÓλ Φτß ≅Ξρ á°∴ôρ−
< ΙπùΞôÚ ΡΣÚλ Θτ ΦƒνΚôΩιûΘ Θôú∴ ≅ûΤιÕχ ùΚôρÞλ ∆↔ûΤûΥ
   ΤχΚΖôγ′ ΞΨδÏ€[Õ−
< ΜνΞôƒΚô↔Κρ ΑûΠκΣ⁄ ≅ΞνΚûΖ úΘνϕùΘÓκΣúΘ ΤχΚΖôγ′− ∆τ
  Τ∴ƒο ΒÚκΣûΘ ♦[↔Ο♥ÚϕÕ úΚγΚ úΞηÓùΤτß ↑Úλ×€[ôµ−
< ¿ƒχΚôΚ úΣôςôÓλ Τ±Θ↔τ ƒ[ûΤ ΤχΚΖôγ′χÏ ΞôµκΣ↓χ€[Õ− Α∴ôο
  ≅¿ƒ♠τ ΣχΚλ ƒÚλ×λúΣôÕ ≅δúΚ ΤχΚΖôγ′ ≅Ξ′ΥΤô€[Õ−
< ΤχΚΖôγ′♠ο Ρλ ΦηΠιƒσúΚσΣ ≅ςΜôδΚιûΘ ΓσΣÓιƒχ ùΚôρΖΩôλ−
< ΤχΚΖôγ′♠ο ∆ρΖ ≅û∴ιÕ Ïû[ΚûΖÙλ ΤχΚΖôγ′ Ξô♠ΩôΚúΞ
  ¾νιÕ ùΚôρΖΩôλ−

Χςôχ€ο ≅ùΤ↔χΚô
Τ σ ß λ  ♦ [
Ρ ô Ó Κ ↓ τ
Ø τ ± û Ω ♠ ο
úΘνΘο ΡΟϕΘúΣôÕ
ΒϕΘ úΚ←ε ′ιƒςλ
ΞûςΥκΣγΟÕ− Βχ
úΚ←ε ′ιƒςλ Φτ∴
ùΘ↔↑χ€[Õ Φτß
¿ δ Κ ρ
Κ Ú Õ € È ν Κ ρ >
ΤχΚΖôγ′ ≅πΞôß
Γτ ΦÝΘκΣγΟÕ>
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∆δΚÞûΟΥ
Øτú∴σ[ιûΘ

úΜôƒιÕ
ùΚôρÞδΚρ

ΒχúΚ←ε
′ιƒςιûΘκ
Σ⁄χΚÜλ

↑ΞôΘιƒσÏ ƒÚλ×úΞôλ− ≅û∴ιÕ
Τ χ Κ Ζ ô γ ′ Κ Þ χ Ï λ  ∆ ρ Ζ  Ι Ú
ùΣôÕΞô∴ ΚÚιÕ ΥôùΘ±ο Βƒο
ΤχΚúΖ ≅ςΜôδΚιûΘι úΘνϕùΘÓκΣν−
≅ π Ξ ô ß  Τ χ Κ Ζ ô γ ′  Φ τ Σ Õ
Α γ ′ Υ ô Ζ ν Κ ρ  Τ χ Κ Ζ ô ο
úΘνϕùΘÓχΚκΣÓλ ≅ςΜôδΚØû[
Φτàλ ΙÚ ùΣôÕΞô∴ ΞûςΥû[ÙΟτ
Ρôλ ùΘôΟδÏúΞôλ−
ΒÕ ΙÚ ΡοΩ ùΘôΟχΚΤôÏλ− ΒϕΘ
Ξû ςΥû [  Ρ Τχ Ï  Τ χΚ Ζ ôγ′ û Υ
ΤχΚΖôγ′≅οΩôΘ ≅ςΜôδΚδΚ↓ο
Β Ú ϕ Õ  ú Ξ ß Σ Ó ι Õ Ξ Θ σ Ï
ΞôµκΣ↓χ€[Õ− ♥ΥôτΤν ΒςôÔΞ
Α γ ′ Υ ô Ζ ν Κ ρ  Τ χ Κ Ζ ô ο
ú Θ ν ϕ ù Θ Ó χ Κ κ Σ γ Ο Ξ ν Κ ρ  ≅ ο Ω −
Β ς ô Ô Ξ ι û Θ  Κ γ Ó κ Σ ô γ ⁄ ο
ûΞιÕχùΚôηΟ ΒΞνΚρ Ρôγ⁄τ
Αγ′ΥôΖνΚΖô♠∴ν− ΒλØ⁄↑τ ÁÕ
ΤχΚÞχÏ Φπ↑Θ ΣδÏλ ΒοûΩ−
′←♠τ ΜνΞôƒΚô↔Υô∴ ♦ú∴ôùΜγ
ΤχΚΖôο úΘνϕùΘÓχΚκΣΟ↑οûΩ− ΒÕ
Ø⁄Υôγ′χÏλ ùΣôÚϕÕ λ− ùΜΖƒ
≅úς♦Υô↑τ ≅ςΜνΚρ ΤχΚΖôο
ú Θ ν ϕ ù Θ Ó χ Κ κ Σ γ Ó  Ρ ô γ û Ο
Α ρ Ξ ƒ ο û Ω −  ≅ Ξ ν Κ ρ  ≅ ς Μ

ÏÓλΣιƒο ♦[ κ ΣΘ ô ο Α γ′χ Ï
ΞÚ€τ[∴ν−
 ΒϕΘ Φ↓Υ ΞûςΥû[ úΣôÕΤô∴ΘôΚ
ΒοûΩ− ΒÕ ΡΤχÏ  ΤχΚΖôγ′
ΦτΣÕ ΤχΚ↓τ Αγ′ ΦτΣûΘ
♣ û ∴ î γ Ó € [ Õ −  Α ∴ ô ο  Ρ ô λ
ΒπΞûςΥû[ûΥ ′ϕƒχΚôΘ Øû[♠ο
ΣΥτΣÓιƒ∴ôο úΘνΘûΩ ΡΟιÕλ
ΙπùΞôÚ ≅ςΜôδΚØλ ΤχΚΖôγ′
Φ τ ß  ≅ û Ψ κ Σ û Θ  Ρ ô λ
♣ßι ƒχùΚô ρúΞôλ ≅Õ ♥ ΚÜλ
Θ Ξ [ ô Κ  Ξ → Ρ Ο ι Õ λ −  Θ ô τ  Ι Ú
Τ χ Κ Ζ ô γ ′ Υ ô Κ  Β ο Ω ô ↑ γ Ο ô Û λ
Τ χ Κ Ζ ô γ ′  ≅ ς Μ ô δ Κ λ  Φ ∴
≅ûΨχΚκΣΟ úΞηÓùΤτß ΙπùΞôÚ
≅ςΜôδΚØλ ↑Úλ×€[Õ Φτß 2ΞÕ
≅ιƒΥôΥιƒο Ρôλ Σ⁄χΚΩôλ− Φ∴úΞ
Ι Ú  Τχ Κ Ζ ôγ′  ≅ ς Μô δΚ ι ƒσ Ï+
Τ χ Κ Ζ ô γ ′ Υ ô Κ  Ρ ⁄ χ Ï λ
≅ ς Μ ô δ Κ ι ƒ σ Ï ♥ û Ο ú Υ  ∆ ρ Ζ
úΞßΣôγûΟ Ρôλ ΦεΜ↔χûΚÙΟτ
ΚηΟ°Υ úΞηÓλ− ΒπΞûς[û[♠ο
∆ ρ Ζ  Ι π ù Ξ ô Ú  ù Μ ô ο û Ω Ù λ
ΚΞ∴ΤôΚ ×↔ϕÕùΚôρÞΘοΤχΚΖôγ′
≅ςΜôδΚιƒτ Ση×ΚûΖ ↑Ξ↔ιΘο
Ξô♠ΩôΚ Ρôλ ΒûΘε ùΜµΥΩôλ−
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want in a democracy? Or must a
democratic government function
with some limits? Is it necessary
for a democracy to respect some
rights of the citizens?
Let us consider each of these

questions with the help of some
examples.

Major decisions by electedMajor decisions by electedMajor decisions by electedMajor decisions by electedMajor decisions by elected
leadersleadersleadersleadersleaders
In Pakistan, General Pervez
Musharraf led a military coup in
October 1999. He overthrew a
democratically elected government
and declared himself the ‘Chief
Executive’ of the country. Later he
changed his designation to President
and in 2002 held a referendum in
the country that granted him a five-
year extension. Pakistani media,
human rights organisations and
democracy activists said that the
referendum was based on

1.2 F1.2 F1.2 F1.2 F1.2 FEAEAEAEAEATURESTURESTURESTURESTURES     OOOOOFFFFF     DEMOCRDEMOCRDEMOCRDEMOCRDEMOCRACACACACACYYYYY

Syria is a small west
Asian country. The
ruling Ba’ath Party

and some of its small
allies are the only

parties allowed in that
country. Do you think

this cartoon could
apply to China or

Mexico? What does
the crown of leaves on

democracy signify?
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We have started with a simple
definition that democracy is a form
of government in which the rulers
are elected by the people. This
raises many questions:
Who are the rulers in this

definition? Which officials must
be elected for any government to
be called a democracy? Which
decisions may be taken by non-
elected officials in a democracy?

What kind of election constitutes
a democratic election? What
conditions must be fulfilled for an
election to be considered
democratic?

Who are the people who can elect
the rulers or get elected as rulers?
Should this include every citizen on
an equal basis? Can a democracy
deny some citizens this right?

Finally, what kind of a form of
government is democracy? Can
elected rulers do whatever they
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 ′↔Υô ΙÚ ′°Υ
úΤσΚô′Υ ΡôÓ+
≅ϕΡôγ⁄ο
Αγ′♠ÛρΖ Σôι
Κγ′Ùλ ≅Θτ ′Ω
áγΟ∞ Κγ′ΚÞλ
ΤγÓúΤ ≅àΤƒχΚκ
ΣγÓρΖ∴− ΒχúΚ←ε
′ιƒςλ ≠∴ô ≅οΩÕ
ùΤχ′úΚô↑σÏλ
ùΣôÚϕÕλ Φτß
♣û∴χ€[ôΥô>
ΤχΚΖôγ′♠τ
ÁÕρΖ ΒûΩχ
€ÃΟλ ΦûΘχ
Ï°κ♦Ó€[Õ>
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0−1 ΤχΚΖôγ′ Ση×Κρ
ΤχΚΖôγ′ ΦτΣÕ "ΤχΚΖôο

Αγ′ΥôΖνΚρ úΘνϕùΘÓχΚκΣÓλ ϑν
≅ ς Μ ô δ Κ  ≅ û Τ κ × " Φ τ à λ
ùΣôÕΞô∴ ΙÚ ΞûςΥû[ÙΟτ Ρôλ
ùΘôΟδ€ú∴ôλ− ΒÕ ΣôΩ ↑∴ôχΚûΖ
ΦÝκ×€[Õ−
< ΒπΞûςΥûς♠ο Αγ′ΥôΖνΚρ

Υôν> ΦϕΘ ΙÚ ≅ςΜôδΚùΤ±àλ
Τ χ Κ Ζ ô γ ′  Φ τ ß
≅ûΨχΚκΣΟúΞηÓùΤ±ο ΦϕΘ
≅ ƒ Κ ô ↔ Κ û Ζ ι  ú Θ ν ϕ ùΘ Ó χ Κ
úΞηÓλ> úΘνϕùΘÓχΚκΣΟôΘ
≅ƒΚô↔Κρ ΤχΚΖγ′♠ο Φτ∴
Ø⁄ÜΚûΖ ΦÓκΣν>

< Τ χ Κ Ζ ô γ ′  ú Θ ν Θ ο Κ ↓ ο
Φ π Ξ û Κ Υ ô ∴  ú Θ ν Θ ο Κ ρ
ΒÚχÏλ> ΙÚ úΘνΘο ΤχΚΖôγ′
≅ ⁄ κ Σ û Ο ♠ Ω ô ∴ Õ  Φ τ ß
Κ Ú Θ κ Σ Ο ú Ξ η Ó ù Τ ± ο
Φ τ ù ∴ τ ∴  ↑ ƒ Ø û [ Κ û Ζ
♦τΣσ[ úΞηÓλ>

< Α γ ′ Υ ô Ζ ν Κ û Ζ
ú Θ ν ϕ ù Θ Ó χ Κ χ á ⁄ Υ  ≅ ο Ω Õ
Αγ ′Υô Ζν ΚΖô Κ  ú Θν ϕùΘ Óχ
ΚκΣΟχá⁄Υ ΡΣνΚρ Υôν> Βƒο
ΙπùΞôÚ Ï⁄ΤΚû∴Ùλ ΜΤΤôΚ
ΣôνχΚ úΞηÓΤô> ΤχΚΖôγ′
Ï⁄ΤχΚÞχÏ ΒϕΘ ∆↔ûΤûΥ
♣ςôΚ↔χΚ ΒΥÛΤô>

< Β ß ƒΥ ô Κ  ΤχΚ Ζ ô γ ′  Φ τ Σ Õ
Φ π Ξ û Κ  ≅ ς Μ ô δ Κ  Ξ ⁄ Ξ λ >
ΤχΚΖôγ′♠ο úΘνϕùΘÓχΚκΣγΟ
Αγ′ΥôΖνΚρ ΘδΚρ ↑ÚκΣκΣ⁄
ùΜµΞôνΚΖô> ≅οΩÕ

Τ χ Κ Ζ ô γ ′  ≅ ς Μ ô δ Κ λ  ′ Ω
Ξ ς λ × Κ Þ χ Ï γ  Σ γ Ó
Σ∞Υôσ[úΞηÓΤô>
′Ω ΦÓιÕχΚôγÓΚ↓τ ∆Θ↑ÙΟτ
Βπ↑∴ôχΚ↓ο ΙπùΞôτû[Ùλ
∆σßúΡôχÏúΞôλ−
úΘνϕùΘÓχΚκΣγΟ ΘûΩΞνΚûΖ
ùΚôηÓ Øχ€Υ Ø⁄ÜΚûΖ
ΦÓιΘο−
Σô€υΘô±ο ΣνúΞϖ ØΜôςκ 0888
≅χúΟôΣ↔ο ΒςôÔΞκ ×ςγ′χÏ
Θ û Ω û Τ  Ξ € ι Θ ô ν −
ΤχΚΖôγ′Υ⁄κΣûΟ♠ο úΘνϕùΘÓιΘ
≅ςΜôδΚιûΘ ¿χ€↑γÓ Θτû∴ι
Θ ô ú ∴  Ø χ € Υ  Α γ ′ Υ ô Ζ ς ô Κ
≅°↑ιÕχùΚôηΟôν− ♦τ∴ν Θτ
Θ Ï ƒ û Υ  ≅ ƒ Σ ν  Φ τ ß
Τôσ°χùΚôηΟôν− 1//1ο Ρôγ⁄ο
ΤχΚρ ΚÚιÕ úΜΚ↔κûΣ ΡΟιƒ∴ôν−
≅Õ ≅ΞÚχÏ ΗϕΘôηÓ ΚôΩ ΣΘ↑
¿γ⁄κûΣ Ξ Ψδ€ΥÕ− Σô€υ Θôτ
Ε Ο Κ δ Κ ρ +  Τ ± Θ  ∆ ↔ û Τ
♣ ß Ξ ∴ δ Κ ρ +  Τ χ Κ Ζ ô γ ′
ùΜΥΩôΖνΚρ+ ΤχΚρ úΜΚ↔κ♦ο ≅¿ƒ
Τσßλ úΤôΜ⁄ ΡΟϕΘ∴ Φτß á°∴−

ΒχúΚ←ε
′ιƒςιûΘκ
Σ⁄χΚÜλ

Α ο Σ ô ι  Κ γ ′ ♠ ο
∆ßκ♦∴ςôΚ úΜνΞΘσÏ
ÖûΨÜιΘôûΖ ♣ςκ×ΞσÏ
Ø τ  ∆ δ Κ Þ χ Ï
Φ π ↑ Θ Τ ô ∴  ≅ à Τ ƒ Ù
♥οûΩ ×↔€[Θô>

′↔Υô

Τχ
ΚΖ

ôγ′
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malpractices and fraud. In August
2002 he issued a ‘Legal Framework
Order’ that amended the
Constitution of Pakistan. According
to this Order, the President can
dismiss the national and provincial
assemblies. The work of the civilian
cabinet is supervised by a National
Security Council which is
dominated by military officers. After
passing this law, elections were
held to the national and provincial
assemblies. So Pakistan has had
elections, elected representatives
have some powers. But the final
power rested with military officers
and General Musharraf himself.

Clearly, there are many reasons
why Pakistan under General
Musharraf should not be called a
democracy. But let us focus on one
of these. Can we say that the rulers
are elected by the people in
Pakistan? Not quite. People may
have elected their representatives to
the national and provincial
assemblies but those elected
representatives were not really the

rulers. They cannot take the final
decisions. The power to take final
decision rested with army officials
and with General Musharraf, and
none of them were elected by the
people. This happens in many
dictatorships and monarchies. They
formally have an elected parliament
and government but the real power
is with those who are not elected.
In a few countries, the real power
was with some external powers and
not with locally elected
representatives. This cannot be
called people’s rule.

This gives us the first feature. In a
democracy the final decision-
making power must rest with those
elected by the people.

Free and fair electoralFree and fair electoralFree and fair electoralFree and fair electoralFree and fair electoral
competit ioncompetit ioncompetit ioncompetit ioncompetit ion
In China, elections are regularly
held after every five years for
electing the country’s parliament,
called Quanguo Renmin Daibiao
Dahui (National People’s Congress).
The National People’s Congress has
the power to appoint the President
of the country. It has nearly 3,000
members elected from all over
China. Some members are elected
by the army. Before contesting
elections, a candidate needs the
approval of the Chinese Communist
Party. Only those who are members
of the Chinese Communist Party or
eight smaller parties allied to it were
allowed to contest elections held in
2002-03. The government is always
formed by the Communist Party.

Since its independence in 1930,
Mexico holds elections after every
six years to elect its President. The
country has never been under a
military or dictator’s rule. But until
2000 every election was won by a

This cartoon was
drawn in the context of
Latin America. Do you
think it applies to the
Pakistani situation as
well? Think of other
countries where this
could apply? Does

this happen
sometimes in our
country as well?
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All this is so remote
for me. Is

democracy all
about rulers and

governments? Can
we talk about a

democratic
classroom? Or a

democratic family?
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 ΑΚυÓ 1//1ο ≅Ξν ƒÚιΘκΣγΟ
Σ ô € υ Θ ô τ  ≅ ς ′ Υ Ω û Τ κ ×
ΜγΟκΣ⁄Υô∴ Ξ⁄ΞûΤκ× ΑûΠûΥ
ùΞ↓♠γΟôν− ΒϕΘ ΑûΠ♠τΣ⁄
Ρôγ⁄τ ≅ƒΣν úΘ′Υ+ ΞγΟôς ΜγΟ
Μ û Σ Κ û Ζ  ς ι Õ  ù Μ µ Υ Ω ô λ −
Ï⁄Τχ Κ Þχ Ï↔ Υ Τϕ ƒ↔ ΜûΣ ♠τ
Σ∞ûΥ ΒςôÔΞ ≅ƒΚô↔Κ↓τ
ΚγÓκΣôγ⁄ÛρΖ úΘ′Υ ΣôÕΚôκ×χ
ÏÝ úΤσΣôνûΞ♠ΟΩôλ− ΒεΜγΟιûΘχ
ùΚ ô η Ó Ξ ϕΘ ♦ τ  ú Θ ′ Υ  Τ σ ßλ
Τô Κô Π  Μ ûΣ ΚÞχ Κ ô ∴  ú Θν Θο
ΡûΟùΣσ[Õ− ♦τ∴ν Σô€υΘô±ο
úΘνΘο êΩλ úΘνϕùΘÓχΚκΣγΟ
♦ςƒ♣ƒΚÞχÏ ′ Ω ≅ƒΚôςδΚρ
ΞΨδΚκΣγΟ∴− Α∴ôο ΒßƒΥô∴
≅ƒΚôςλ ΒςôÔΞ ≅ƒΚô↔Κρ Τσßλ
ù⊥∴ςο ØΜôςκ♦σúΚ ΒÚϕΘÕ−
  ù⊥∴ςο ØΜôςκ♦τ ΘûΩûΤ♠Ωô∴
Σ ô € υ Θ ô û ∴  Τ χ Κ Ζ ô γ ′  Φ τ ß
ΚÚΘôΘΘσÏ ΣΩ ΚôςΠδΚρ ∆ρΖ∴
ΦτΣÕ ùΘ↓Ξô€[Õ− Α∴ôο ΒΞσ°ο
Ιτ°τÁÕ ΚΞ∴λ ùΜÛιΘΩôλ−
Σô€υΘô±ο Αγ′ΥôΖνΚρ ΤχΚΖôο
úΘνϕùΘÓχΚκΣγΟ∴ν Φτß Ρôλ á[
ΒΥÛΤô> Øσ°Û ΤôΚ ΒΥΩôÕ−
Τ χ Κ ρ  ú Θ ′ Υ +  Τ ô Κ ô Π  Μ γ Ο
ΜûΣΚÞχÏ ΤχΚρ ♦ςƒ♣ƒΚûΖ
ú Θ ν ϕ ù Θ Ó ι ƒ Ú χ Κ Ω ô λ −  Α ∴ ô ο
≅πΞôß úΘνϕùΘÓχΚκΣγΟΞνΚρ
∆ηûΤΥô∴ Αγ′ΥôΖνΚρ ≅οΩν−
≅ΞνΚΖôο ΒßƒΥô∴ Ø⁄ûΞ ΦÓχΚ
Β Υ Ω ô Õ −  Β ß ƒ Υ ô ∴  ≅ ƒ Κ ô ς λ
ΒςôÔΞ ≅ƒΚô↔Κρ Τσßλ ù⊥∴ςο

ØΜôςκ♦σúΚ ΒÚϕΘÕ− ≅ΞνΚ↓ο
Υ ô Úλ  Τχ Κ Ζ ô ο  ú Θ ν ϕùΘ Óχ Κ κ
Σ Ο ↑ ο û Ω −  Σ ο ú Ξ ß  Μ ν Ξ ô ƒ Κ ô ς
Αγ′Κ↓Ûλ Ø⁄Υôγ′Κ↓Ûλ ΒÕúΞ
Ρ û Ο ù Σ ß € [ Õ −  ≅ Ξ ν Κ Þ χ Ï
Ø û [ Υ ô ∴  ú Θ ν ϕ ù Θ Ó χ Κ κ Σ Ο Ο
Σ ô ς ô Þ Τ τ [ Ø λ  ≅ ς Μ ô δ Κ Ø λ
ΒÚκ♦àλ ∆ηûΤΥô∴ ≅ƒΚôςλ
Τ χ Κ Ζ ô ο  ú Θ ν ϕ ù Θ Ó χ Κ κ Σ γ Ο
ΘΞνΚ↓ΟúΤ ∆ρΖÕ− ′Ω ΡôÓΚ↓ο
∆ηûΤΥô∴ ≅ƒΚôςλ ≅Υο ΡôγÓ
Μ χ ƒ Κ ↓ Ο λ  ∆ ρ Ζ Õ −  ∆ ρ ð ν
Τ χ Κ Ζ ô ο  ú Θ ν ϕ ù Θ Ó χ Κ κ Σ γ Ο
♦ςƒ♣ƒΚ↓Ολ ΒοûΩ− ΒÕ ΤχΚΖôγ′
Φτß ΚÚΘκΣΟôÕ− ΒÕ ΡΤχÏ ØΘο
Ση♦û∴ι ΘÚ€[Õ− ΤχΚΖôγ′♠ο
ΒßƒΥôΚ Ø⁄Ü ΦÓχÏλ ≅ƒΚôςλ
ΤχΚΖôο úΘνϕùΘÓχΚκΣγΟΞνΚ↓ΟúΤ
ΒÚιΘο úΞηÓλ−
 ÑΘϕƒςΤôΚÜλ úΡνûΤΥôΚÜλ
ΡûΟùΣßλ úΘνΘο úΣôγ⁄
 ≠ ∴ô ↑ ο  Ï Ξ ôδ ú Ξ ô  ùς τ ♥τ
ûΘ♦ΥôúΞô Θø ∋úΘ′Υ ΤχΚρ
Κôδ€ςυ( Φτß ≅ûΨχΚκΣÓλ úΘ′Υ
ΣôςôÞΤτ[ιûΘι úΘνϕùΘÓκΣΘσΚôΚ
ΙπùΞôÚ ΗϕΘôηÓΚÞχÏ ΙÚØû[
úΘνΘοΚρ ΡΟιΘκΣÓ€τ[∴− Ρôγ⁄τ
≅ƒΣûς ♣Υ♥χÏλ ≅ƒΚôςλ úΘ′Υ
ΤχΚρ Κôδ€ςÑχÏ ∆ρΖÕ− Βƒο
≠∴ô↑τ ΡôτÏ ƒûΜΚ↓←ÚϕÕλ
ú Θ ν ϕ ù Θ Ó χ Κ κ Σ γ Ο  Ñ Τ ô ν  2 / / /
∆ ß κ ♦ ∴ ν Κ ρ  Β Ú κ Σ ν −  ′ Ω
∆ ß κ ♦ ∴ ν Κ ρ  Β ς ô Ô Ξ ι Θ ô ο
ú Θ ν ϕ ù Θ Ó χ Κ κ Σ Ó Ξ ν  ú Θ ν Θ ← ο
úΣôγ⁄♠ÓΞΘσÏ Øτ úΞγΣôΖÚχÏ
≠∴ Κλë±υÓ Κγ′♠τ Ικ×Θο
úΘûΞ− ≠∴ Κλë±υÓ Κγ′ Τσßλ
≅ΘàΟτ áγΟ∞ ûΞιƒÚϕΘ 7 ′ß
Κ γ ′ Κ ↓ ο  ∆ ß κ ♦ ∴ ν Κ Ζ ô Κ
ΒÚϕΘΞνΚρ ΤγÓúΤ 1//1,/2ο
ΡûΟùΣσ[ úΘνΘοΚ↓ο úΣôγ⁄♠Ο
≅àΤƒχΚκΣγΟ∴ν− ≅ςΜôδΚΤô∴Õ
Φ κ ú Σ ô Õ λ  Κ λ ë ± υ Ó  Κ γ ′
Ξô♠ΩôΚúΞ ΓσΣÓιΘκΣÓλ−
  082/ο ↑ÓΘûΩ ùΣσ[ƒ←ÚϕÕ
ù Τ χ ′ ú Κ ô  Θ τ  ≅ ƒ Σ û ς
úΘνϕùΘÓκΣΘσÏ ΙπùΞôÚ Αß
ΑηÓΚÞχÏ ΙÚ Øû[ úΘνΘοΚûΖ
ΡΟιÕ€[Õ− ΡôÓ ΦκúΣôÕ ΒςôÔΞ
≅ ο Ω Õ  Ø ⁄ Υ ô γ ′ ♠ τ  • θ
ΒÚϕΘƒοûΩ− Α∴ôο 1///ΞÕ
ΑηÓΞûς ΙπùΞôÚ úΘνΘ←Ûλ
P.R.I (Institutional Revolutionary Party)
ùΞσ°ùΣσ[Õ− Φƒν Κγ′Κρ

ΒχúΚ←ε′ιƒςλ
ΒΩι¾τ
≅ùΤ↔χΚô↑τ
♦τ×Ωιƒο
ΞûςΥκΣγΟÕ ΒÕ
Σô€υΘôτ
ãθ♣ûΩχÏλ
ùΣôÚϕÕλ Φ∴
♣û∴χ€[ôΥô> ΒÕ
ùΣôÚϕΘχá⁄Υ
úΞß ΡôÓΚûΖκ
Σσ° ′ϕƒχΚÜλ+
Ρλ Ρôγ⁄Ûλ ΒÕ
′Ω ΚôΩλ
ΡΟϕΘΘô>
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ΒûΞ ≅û∴ιÕλ
Φ∴χÏ

ΦγΟôΘΘôΚúΞ
∆ρΖÕ ΤχΚΖôγ′

ΦτΣÕ
Αγ′ΥôΖνΚρ

Τσßλ
≅ςΜôδΚδΚρ

Σσ°ΥÕΘô∴ô> Ρôλ
ΙÚ ΤχΚΖôγ′

ΞÏκΣû[ ≅οΩÕ
ΙÚ ΤχΚΖôγ′

ÏÓλΣιûΘκΣσ°
úΣΜΩôΤô>

úΚ←ε
′ιƒςιûΘκ
Σ⁄χΚÜλ−

Τχ
ΚΖ
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party called PRI (Institutional
Revolutionary Party). Opposition
parties did contest elections, but
never managed to win. The PRI was
known to use many dirty tricks to
win elections. All those who were
employed in government offices
had to attend its party meetings.
Teachers of government schools
used to force parents to vote for the
PRI. Media largely ignored the
activities of opposition political
parties except to criticise them.
Sometimes the polling booths were
shifted from one place to another in
the last minute, which made it
difficult for people to cast their votes.
The PRI spent a large sum of money
in the campaign for its candidates.

Should we consider the elections
described above as examples of
people electing their rulers? Reading
these examples we get a sense that
we cannot. There are many problems
here. In China the elections do not
offer the people any serious choice.
They have to choose the ruling party
and the candidates approved by it.
Can we call this a choice? In the
Mexican example, people seemed to
really have a choice but in practice
they had no choice. There was no
way the ruling party could be
defeated, even if people were against
it. These are not fair elections.

We can thus add a second feature
to our understanding of democracy.
Holding elections of any kind is not
sufficient. The elections must offer
a real choice between political
alternatives. And it should be
possible for people to use this choice
to remove the existing rulers, if they
wish so. So, a democracy must be
based on a free and fair election
where those currently in power
have a fair chance of losing. We
shall find out more about a
democratic election in Chapter 3.

One person,One person,One person,One person,One person, one v one v one v one v one vo to to to to teeeee,,,,,
one valueone valueone valueone valueone value
Earlier, we read about how the struggle
for democracy was linked to the
demand for universal adult franchise.
This principle has now come to be
accepted almost all over the world. Yet
there are many instances of denial of
equal right to vote.
Until 2015, in Saudi Arabia women

did not have the right to vote.
Estonia has made its citizenship

rules in such a way that people
belonging to Russian minority
find it difficult to get the right to
vote.

 In Fiji, the electoral system is
such that the vote of an
indigenous Fiji has more value
than that of an Indian-Fijian.
Democracy is based on a

fundamental principle of political
equality. That gives us the third
feature of democracy: in a
democracy, each adult citizen must
have one vote and each vote must
have one value. We shall read more
about it in Chapter 3.

This cartoon was
titled ‘Building

Democracy’ and was
first published in a

Latin American
publication. What do
moneybags signify

here? Could this
cartoon be applied to

India?
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ΒϕΘ úΚ←ε′ιƒςλ

»ΤχΚΖôγ′ûΥ

ΓσΣÓιÕΘοµ Φ∴

∆ρΖÕ− ΒÕ

ØΘ←ο ΒΩι¾τ

≅ùΤ↔χΚ

ΡôÓΚ↓ο

ùΞ↓Υô∴Õ−

ΒδÏρΖ

ΣΠκûΣΚρ ΦûΘ

↑ΖχÏ€τ[∴−

ΒϕΘ úΚ←ε′ιƒςλ

ΒϕƒΥô↑σÏ

ùΣôÚϕÕΤô>
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ΒχúΚ←ε
′ιƒςιûΘκ
Σ⁄χΚÜλ

úΘνΘ←ο úΣôγ⁄♠γΟ∴− Α∴ôο
ΦκúΣôÕλ ùΞσ°ùΣ[↑οûΩ− P.R.I
úΘνΘ←ο ùΞσ° ùΣßΞΘσÏ ΣΩ
úΤôΜΤô∴ ÖÔχΚδΚûΖ ùΜµΘÕ−
≅ ς Μ ô δ Κ  ≅ Û Ξ Ω Κ δ Κ ↓ ο
Σ ∞ Υ ô σ ß Σ Ξ ν Κ ù Ζ ο Ω ô λ  Κ γ ′
áγΟδΚÞχÏ ΞϕúΘ ¾ςúΞηÓλ−
≅ςΜôδΚ Σρ↓Κ↓τ Α′↔ΥνΚρ
P.R.IχÏ ΞôχΚ ↓χΚ úΞηÓùΤ∴
ùΣσú[ôûςχ ΚγΟôΥκΣÓιƒ∴ν− Φƒν
≅ς′Υο Κγ′ΚûΖ ↑Τν′κΣûΘΘ Θ↑ς
≅Ξσ°τ ùΜΥσΣôÓΚûΖ ΕΟΚδΚρ
ùΣ↔ΘôΚ ΚηÓùΚôρΖ       ↑οûΩ−
′ Ω  Μ Τ Υ δ Κ ↓ ο  Ξ ô χ Κ ↓ χ Ï λ
û Τ Υ δ Κ û Ζ  ϑ ↔ Ο ι ƒ ← Ú ϕ Õ
Τ σ ú [ ô ↔ Ο ι ƒ σ Ï  Τ ô σ ° Υ Θ ô ο
ΤχΚ ÞχÏ ΞôχΚ ↓κΣ ƒο ′ ςΤλ
ΓσΣγΟÕ− P.R.I Θτ úΞγΣôΖνΚÞχΚôΚ
♦ςεΜôςιƒο ΧÓΣγÓ ≅ƒΚ ≅ΖÜ
ùΜΩÜ ùΜµΘÕ−
 úΤúΩ ↑Ξ↔χΚκΣγΟ úΘνΘοΚûΖ
ΤχΚρ ΘδΚρ Αγ′ΥôΖνΚûΖι
úΘνϕùΘÓκΣΘσÏ ΦÓιÕχΚôγÓΚΖôΚ
ΚÚÕΩôΤô> ΒϕΘ ΦÓιÕχΚôγÓΚûΖκ
Σ⁄ιΘôο ΒΞσû[ Ρôλ ΚΠχ€ο
ù Κ ô ρ Ζ  Β Υ Ω ô Õ  Φ τ ß  Θ ô τ
áßúΞôλ− ΒδÏ ΣΩ ♦ςε′û∴Κρ
∆ ρ Ζ ∴ −  ≠ ∴ ô ↑ ο  ú Θ ν Θ ο Κ ρ
ΤχΚÞχÏ ΦπΞûΚΥô∴ úΘν↑σÏλ
Ξôµ κ× ΞΨ δÏΞƒοûΩ− ΑÞλ
Κγ′ûΥÙλ ≅Õ Ικ×Θο ≅↓ιΘ
úΞγΣôΖνΚûΖ ΤγÓúΤ úΘνϕùΘÓιÕχ
ù Κ ô ρ Ζ ú Ξ η Ó λ −  Β û Θ  Ρ ô λ
úΘνϕùΘÓιΘο Φτß á[ ΒΥÛΤô>
ùΤχ′Κτ ΦÓιÕχΚôγ⁄ο ∆ηûΤ♠ο
ΤχΚÞχÏ úΘνϕùΘÓχÏλ Ξôµκ×
∆ ρ Ζ Θ ô Κ  Κ ô Π κ Σ Ó λ −  Α ∴ ô ο
∆ η û Τ ♠ ο  ≅ Ξ ν Κ Þ χ Ï
úΘνϕùΘÓχΚ Ξôµκ× ΒοûΩ ΤχΚρ
ΦƒνκΣôΚ ΒÚϕΘôÛλ ΑÞδΚγ′ûΥ
úΘôσΚ⁄χÏλ ΞôµκúΣ ΒοûΩ− ΒûΞ
♣ΥôΥΤô∴ úΘνΘοΚρ ≅οΩ−
 ΤχΚΖôγ′ ÁÕ Ρλ ×↔ΘÛχΚôΚ Ρôλ
ΒςηΟôΞÕ ΣηΣôΚ ΒûΠχΚΩôλ−
Γú Θô Ι Ú Ξ ûΚ♠ο úΘ νΘο Κρ
Ρ Ο ι Õ Ξ Õ  Μ ↔ Υ ô Κ ô Õ −  Σ ο ú Ξ ß
Κγ′ΚÞχ€ûΟúΥ úΘνϕùΘÓκΣΘσÏ
úΘνΘοΚρ Ξôµκ× ΞΨδΚúΞηÓλ−
ΤχΚρ ↑Úλ♦∴ôο ΒϕΘ úΘνΘο
Ξô♠ΩôΚ ΘσúΣôûΘΥΑγ′ΥôΖνΚûΖ
¿χÏΞΘσÏ Ξôµκ♦ÚχΚ úΞηÓλ
ΘσúΣôÕ Αγ′♠ÛρΖΞνΚÞλ úΘôσΚ
ΞôΥκ♦ÚχÏλΣ⁄ ΡΟχÏλ ÑΘϕƒς
ΣôςΣγΜΤσ[ úΘνΘúΩ ΤχΚΖôγ′♠τ
≅⁄χΚο ΤχΚΖôγ′ úΘνΘοΚρ Σσ°
Ρôλ  2  Αλ  ≅ιƒΥôΥιƒο  ≅ƒΚ
≅Ζ↑ο ùΘ↔ϕÕùΚôρΖΩôλ−

ΙÚ ΡΣν ΙÚ ΞôχÏ Ιúς Τƒκ×
Τ χ Κ Ζ ô γ ′ χ Κ ô Κ  ú Σ ô ς ô Ó Θ ο +

Ξ Υ Õ Ξ ϕ ú Θ ô ν  Ξ ô χ Ï ↔ û Τ
ú Κ ô ↔ χ û Κ Ù Ο τ  Φ ϕ Θ  ≅ Ζ ↑ σ Ï
♦ûΠϕÕρΖÕ ΦτΣûΘ ΒÕΞûς
Ρ ôλ  Σ ♠ τú [ô λ −  Β ϕ Θ  ã ι ƒς λ
Θ σ ú Σ ô Õ  ∆ Ω Κ λ  Ø Ý Ξ Õ λ
ΓσßχùΚôρΖκΣγÓρΖÕ− ΒÚκ♦àλ
ϑ γ Ó ↔ û Τ û Υ  ♣ ς ô Κ ↔ κ Σ Θ σ Ï
ãθ♣ûΩΚρ ≅ƒΚΤôΚ ∆ρΖ∴−
) 1/04 Ξûς ùΜΖƒ ≅úς♦Υô↑ο
ùΣηΚÞχÏ ΞôχΚ↓χÏλ ∆↔ûΤ
ΒοûΩ−
)  ς ω Υ  ′ ß Σ ôτ û Τ♠∴  Τ χ Κ ρ
Ξ ô χ Ï ↔ û Τ  ù Σ ß Ξ Õ  Κ ⁄ ∴ Τ ô Κ
ΒÚχÏλΣ⁄ ΦυúΘô±Υô Ï⁄Ù↔ûΤ
↑ƒØû[ΚûΖ Ξ⁄ΞûΤιΘÕ−
) ♦≥♠ο ΒϕƒΥ ♦≥Υτ Ξôχ€û∴
↑Ο ∆ρðν ♦≥Ï⁄ΤΚ±τ Ξôχ€σÏ
≅ƒΚ Τƒκ♦ÚχÏλΣ⁄ úΘνΘο Øû[
∆ρΖÕ−
 Τχ Κ Ζ ôγ′  ≅ς ′ Υ ο  ΜΤιÕ Ξ λ
Φτàλ ≅⁄κΣûΟ ãιƒςιƒτ ÁÕ
ΑΘ ôςκ ΣγÓρΖÕ − ΤχΚΖ ôγ′♠ο
Ι π ù Ξ ô Ú  Ξ Υ Õ  ♣ ς λ ♦ Υ
Ï⁄ΤΚàχÏλ ΙÚ ΞôχÏ ΒÚιΘο
úΞηÓλ− ΙπùΞôÚ Ξôχ€σÏλ Ιúς
Τƒκ× ΒÚιΘο úΞηÓλ Φτàλ
ΤχΚΖôγ′♠τ êτ[ôΞÕ Ση♦û∴
ΞΨδÏ€[Õ− ΒûΘκΣσ° Ρôλ 2Αλ
≅ιƒΥôΥιƒο ↑ΖχΚΤôΚ ΚσΚΩôλ−
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This cartoon is about
the Iraqi election held

after Saddam
Hussein’s regime was

overthrown. He is
shown behind the
bars. What is the
cartoonist saying

here? Compare the
message of this

cartoon with the first
cartoon in this

chapter.

RRRRRule of laule of laule of laule of laule of law and rw and rw and rw and rw and respeespeespeespeespecccccttttt
for rightsfor rightsfor rightsfor rightsfor rights
Zimbabwe attained independence
from White minority rule in 1980.
Since then the country has been
ruled by ZANU-PF, the party that led
the freedom struggle. Its leader,
Robert Mugabe, ruled the country
since independence. Elections were
held regularly and always won by
ZANU-PF. President Mugabe was
popular but also used unfair practices
in elections. Over the years his
government changed the constitution
several times to increase the powers
of the President and make him less
accountable. Opposition party
workers were harassed and their
meeting disrupted. Public protests
and demonstrations against the
government were declared illegal.
There was a law that limited the right
to criticise the President. Television
and radio were controlled by the
government and gave only the
ruling party’s version. There were
independent newspapers but the

government harassed those
journalists who went against it. The
government ignored some court
judgments that went against it and
pressurised judges. He was forced
out of office in 2017.

The example of Zimbabwe shows
that popular approval of the rulers is
necessary in a democracy, but it is
not sufficient. Popular governments
can be undemocratic. Popular leaders
can be autocratic. If we wish to assess
a democracy, it is important to look
at the elections. But it is equally
important to look before and after the
elections. There should be sufficient
room for normal political activity,
including political opposition, in the
period before elections. This requires
that the state should respect some
basic rights of the citizen. They should
be free to think, to have opinions, to
express these in public, to form
associations, to protest and take other
political actions. Everyone should be
equal in the eyes of law. These rights
must be protected by an independent

Why talk about
Zimbabwe? I read

similar reports from
many parts of our
own country. Why
don’t we discuss

that?
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ΒχúΚ←ε′ιƒςλ
ΜΘôλ ∆úΜτ

Αγ′ûΥ ¿χ€Υ
♦τ ΡΟϕΘ Χςôχ

úΘνΘûΩ Σσ°ΥÕ−
≅Ξν ′û[χÏκ♦τ
ΒÚκΣΘôΚχ ΚôγΟκ
ΣγΟôν− úΚ←′ιƒςλ

ΞûςΣΞν ΒδÏ
Φτ∴ áß€[ôν>
ΒχúΚ←ε ′ιƒς
ùΜµƒûΥ ΒϕΘ

≅ιƒΥôΥιƒτØΘο
úΚ←ε ′ιƒςιÕΟτ

Ικ♦ΟÜλ−

ΜγΟιƒτ Αγ′+ ∆↔ûΤΚûΖ

ΤƒιΘο
≥λΣôκúΞ  087/ο  ùΞρûΖ  Β∴

′ßΣôτûΤ Αγ′♠←ÚϕÕ ↑ÓΘûΩ
ùΣσ[Õ− ≅κúΣôƒ←ÚϕÕ Ρôγ⁄τ ↑ÓΘûΩκ
úΣôςôγΟιƒσÏ ΘûΩûΤ Ξ€ιΘ  ZANU-
PF Κγ′Υôο Αγ′ ùΜµΥκΣγΟÕ− ≅Θτ
ΘûΩΞν ςôΣνγ ØΚôúΣ ↑ÓΘûΩ ≅ûΟϕΘÕ
ØΘο ΡôγûΟ ΑηΟôν− úΘνΘοΚρ
ΙÝδΚô∴ Øû[♠ο ΡΟϕΘ∴− ZANU-PF
Κγ′úΥ ΦκúΣôÕλ ùΞτ[Õ− !≅ƒΣν ØΚôúΣ
ΤχΚ↓τ ΑΘςûΞ ùΣσ[ôν− Α∴ôο
ú Θ ν Θ ο Κ ↓ ο  ≅ ¿ ƒ  Ø û [ Κ û Ζ Ù λ
♦τΣσ°∴ôν− ΑηÓΚρ ùΜοΩε ùΜοΩ
≅ƒΣ↔τ ≅ƒΚôςδΚûΖ ∆ΥνιÕΞΘσÏλ
≅ΞÚûΟΥ ùΣôßκ♦û∴ Ïû[κΣΘσÏλ
≅ Ξ Ú û Ο Υ  ≅ ς Μ ô δ Κ λ  Σ Ω Ø û [
≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟιûΘ Τôσ°ΥÕ& ΦƒνΚγ′
ù Μ Υ ο Å ς ν Κ ûΖ  ù Κ ô Ó û Τ Σ Ó ι ƒ Υ Õ
ΤγÓοΩôΤο ≅ΞνΚÞûΟΥ áγΟδΚûΖ
Ø⁄ÜχÏ ùΚôηÓΞϕΘôν− ≅ςΜôδΚιƒσÏ
ΦƒςôΚ ΡûΟùΣßλ ΤχΚρ Φƒνκ×Κρ+
úΣôςôγΟδΚρ Α€ΥΞσû[ ΜγΟιƒσÏ
×[λΣô∴ûΞ Φτß ≅°↑χΚκΣγΟ∴−
≅ ƒ Σ û ς  ↑ Τ ν ′ χ Ï λ  ∆ ↔ û Τ û Υ χ
Κ γÓ κ Σ Ó ι Õ λ  Μ γ Ο λ  Β Ú ϕ Θ Õ −
ùΘôûΩχΚôγ′+ Ξôù∴ô← Α€ΥûΞ
≅ ς Μ ô δ Κ ι Θ ô ο  Κ γ Ó κ Σ Ó ι Θ κ Σ γ Ο ∴ −
ΑÞδΚγ′♠τ ΞôΘδΚûΖ ΤγÓúΤ
ùΘ↔↑ιΘ∴− ÑΘϕƒςΤô∴ ùΜµƒιΘôρΚρ
∆ρΖ∴−

Α∴ôο ≅ςΜôδΚιƒσÏ ΦƒςôΚ ùΜΥοΣγΟ
♣ÚΣνΚûΖ ≅ςΜôδΚλ ùΚôÓûΤΣÓιƒΥÕ−
≅ςΜôδΚιƒσÏ ΦƒςôΚ ùΞ↓♠ΟκΣγΟ ′Ω
¿ ƒ Τ τ [  ¾ ν κ × Κ û Ζ  ≅ ς Μ ô δ Κ λ
ΚηÓùΚôρΖ↑οûΩ− ¿ƒΣƒΚρ ÁÕ
≅ÝιΘλ ùΚôηÓΞϕΘÕ− ≅Ξν 1/06ο
ΣΘ↑♠←ÚϕÕ ΣΩΞϕΘΤôΚ ¿χΚκΣγΟôν−

ΤχΚΖγ′♠ο Αγ′ΥôΖÚχÏ ΤχΚρ
Α Θ ς Ü  ú Θ û Ξ  Φ τ ß  ≥ λ Σ ô κ ú Ξ
ΦÓιÕχΚôγÓ ùΘ↔↑χ€[Õ− Α∴ôο ≅Õ
ΤγÓλ  úΣôΘôÕ−  ΤχΚρ  ΑΘςÜ  ùΣσ[
≅ ς Μ ô δ Κ δ Κ ρ  Τ χ Κ Ζ ô γ ′
≅⁄κΣûΟ♠Ωô∴ΘôΚ ΒοΩôΤο ΒÚχΚΩôλ−
Τ χ Κ ρ  Α Θ ς Ü  ù Σ σ [  Θ û Ω Ξ ν Κ ρ
Μ ν Ξô ƒ Κ ô ↔ ΚΖ ô Κ  Β Ú χ Κ Ω ô λ −  Ρ ô λ
ΤχΚΖôγ′ Κ∞χΚ úΞηÓùΤ∴ ΚÚƒ∴ôο
≅Ξσ°τ ú ΘνΘοΚûΖ ∆σßúΡôχΚ
úΞηÓλ− úΘνΘÛχÏ Øτ∴ν Τσßλ
úΘνΘÛχÏ ♦τ∴Úλ ∆σßúΡôχÏΘο
≅Ξ′Υλ− úΘνΘÛχÏ Øτ ≅ς′ΥοÃƒΥôΚ
Φ ƒ ν κ Σ Õ Ο τ  ù Σ ô Õ Ξ ô ∴  ≅ ς ′ Υ ο
ùΜΥοΣôÓΚÞχÏ úΣôƒΥΖÜ Ξôµκ♦ÚχΚ
úΞηÓλ− ΒΘσÏ Ï⁄ΤΚ±τ ≅⁄κΣûΟ
∆↔ûΤΚûΖ ≅ςÑ ΤƒιΘο úΞηÓλ−
≅ΞνΚρ ′ϕƒκΣΘσÏλ ΚÚιÕχΚûΖχ
ù Κ ô η ⁄ Ú κ Σ Θ σ Ïλ  ≅ Ξ σ û [
ù Ξ↓ κΣ ûΟΥ ô Κ ΦÓ ιÕ ûς κΣ Θσ Ïλ +
ΜδΚδΚûΖ ΓσΣÓιƒχ ùΚôρΞΘσÏλ+
Φƒνκ×Κρ+ ♦[ ≅ς′Υο ΡΟΞ⁄χûΚΚûΖ
úΤσùΚôρΞΘσÏλ ÑΘϕƒςλ ΒÚιΘο
úΞηÓλ− ΜγΟιƒτ Øτ ≅û∴ΞÚλ ΜΤúΤ−
ΙπùΞôÚΞÚλ Ικ×ΘΩ↓ιÕ ♦τΣσßλ

≥λΣôκúΞ Σσ°
ΦΘσÏ ↑ΞôƒχΚ

úΞηÓλ− ΡΤÕ
Ρôγ⁄τ ′Ω
ΣÏƒΚ↓Ûλ

ΒπΞôß ΡΟχ€[Õ
Φ∴ Ρôτ Σ⁄ιúΘτ−

ΒûΘκΣσ° Γτ

↑ΞôƒκΣƒοûΩ−
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ΒÚκΣÕ Φ∴χÏ
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judiciary whose orders are obeyed by
everyone. We shall read more about
these rights in Chapter 5.

Similarly, there are some
conditions that apply to the way a
government is run after the elections.
A democratic government cannot do
whatever it likes, simply because it
has won an election. It has to respect
some basic rules. In particular it has
to respect some guarantees to the
minorities. Every major decision has
to go through a series of
consultations. Every office bearer has
certain rights and responsibilities
assigned by the constitution and the
law. Each of these is accountable not
only to the people but also to other
independent officials. We shall read
more about this in Chapter 4.

Both these aspects give us the fourth
and final feature of democracy:
a democratic government rules
within limits set by constitutional
law and citizens’ rights.

SSSSSummarummarummarummarummary defy defy defy defy definit ioninit ioninit ioninit ioninit ion
Let us sum up the discussion so far.
We started with a simple definition
that democracy is a form of
government in which the rulers are
elected by the people. We found that
this definition was not adequate
unless we explained some of the key
words used in it. Through a series of
examples we worked out four features
of democracy as a form of
government. Accordingly, democracy
is a form of government in which:
Rulers elected by the people take

all the major decisions;
Elections offer a choice and fair

opportunity to the people to
change the current rulers;

 This choice and opportunity is
available to all the people on an
equal basis; and

 The exercise of this choice leads
to a government limited by basic
rules of the constitution and
citizens’ rights.

Chinese government
blocked free flow of
information on the
internet by placing

restrictions on popular
websites like ‘Google’

and ‘Yahoo’. The
image of tanks and an

unarmed student
reminds the reader of
another major event in
recent Chinese history.

Find out about that
event.
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≠∴ ≅ςΜôδΚλ
♦ςΣΩ

ΞûΩΘΖδΚΖô∴
áÏρ+ Υôø

úΣôτ[Ξσ°τ ÁÕ
ΘûΟ↑ƒιÕ ΘΚΞο

Φ↓ƒο
Σ↔Τô[κΣÓΞûΘι

ΘûΟ ùΜµΘÕ−
ΒςôÔΞ úΟδÏΚρ
Τσßλ ΑÙΘΤσ[
ΤôΠΞτ Α€Υ
ΣΟλ ΞôΜΚÚχÏ

≅ηûΤ♠ο ΡΟϕΘ
≠∴ô↑τ Τσù[ôÚ

×ƒΥ Øχ€Υ
ΜλΣΞιûΘ

♣û∴îγÓ€[Õ−
≅ϕΘ ♣ΚθûΞχ

ΚηÓ♦⁄−
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Ñ Θ ϕ ƒ ς  ¿ ƒ ι Õ û [  Ξ ô ♠ Ω ô Κ
ΒπÜ↔ûΤΚûΖκ ΣôÕΚôχΚ úΞηÓλ−
Β π Ü ↔ û Τ Κ û Ζ κ  Σ σ °  4 Ξ Õ
≅ιƒΥôΥι ƒο úΤÛλ ΚσΚΩ ôλ−
≅úΘúΣôο úΘνΘοΚÞχÏκ ♦τ ′Ω
↑ƒØû[ΚÞχÏ ΓσΣúΞ≅ςΜôδΚιûΘ
ΡΟιΘ úΞηÓλ− úΘνΘοΚ↓ο ùΞσ°
ù Σ σ ß ↑ γ Ο ô ú Ω  Ι Ú  Τ χ Κ Ζ ô γ ′
≅ ς Μ ô δ Κ λ  Θ τ  ↑ Ú κ Σ ι ƒ σ ú Κ
ùΜΥοΣΟχáΟôÕ − ≅Õ ′Ω ≅⁄κΣûΟ
↑ƒØû[ΚûΖ ♦τΣσ[ úΞηÓλ−
Ï ° κ Σ ô Κ  ′ ß Σ ô τ û Τ ♠ ∴ Ú χ Ï
ΞΨδΚκΣγΟ ′Ω ∆ßƒùΤô→ΚÞχÏ
ΤƒκΣ↓χΚ úΞηÓλ− ΙπùΞôÚ Øχ€Υ
Ø ⁄ Ü λ  ′ Ω  ù Θ ô Ο ν ε ′ Υ ô ∴
≅ ° Ü ß ι Θ ο Κ ρ  Ξ ô ♠ Ω ô Κ
ΡûΟùΣ[úΞηÓλ− ΙπùΞôÚ ≅ÛΞΩΚ
Ε→ΥÚλ ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟλ
Τσßλ  ΜγΟδΚ↓ο  ΙÕχΚκΣγΟ  ′Ω
∆↔ûΤΚûΖÙλ ùΣôßκ×ΚûΖÙλ
ù Κ ô η ⁄ Ú κ Σ ν −  Β Ξ ν Κ ↓ ο
ΙπùΞôÚΞÚλ ΤχΚÞχÏ ΤγÓ♥τ°
ΙπùΞôÚ ≅ÛΞΩÚχÏλ ùΣôßκ×
Ξ€κΣν−  Ρôλ  ΒûΘκσ°  ΣôΟλ  3ο
úΤÛλ ΚσΚΩôλ−
Βπ↑Ú áßΚÞλ ΤχΚΖôγ′♠τ
Ρ ô τ Κ ô λ  ≅ ο Ω Õ  Β ß ƒ Υ ô ∴
Ση♦û∴ ΡΤχÏι ΘÚ€[Õ− ΙÚ
ΤχΚΖôγ′ ≅ςΜôδΚλ ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε
Μ γ Ο ι Θ ô Û λ  Ï ⁄ Τ χ Κ ↓ τ
∆ ↔ûΤΚΖ ôÛλ Ξ ⁄ΞûΤχΚ κΣγΟ
Ξςλ♦σÏρ Αγ′ ùΜµÙλ−

 ΞûςΥû[ε ÑÚχΚλ 9
Ρôλ ΒÕΞûς ΚΩϕÕûςΥô⁄ΥûΘε
ÑÚχΚΤôΚχ ΚôΠΩôλ− ΤχΚΖôγ′
ΦτΣÕ ΤχΚΖôο Αγ′Υ ôΖνΚρ
úΘνϕùΘÓχΚκΣÓλ ≅ςΜôδΚ Ξ⁄Ξλ
Φτàλ ùΣôÕΞô∴ ΞûςΥû[ÙΟτ
ùΘôΟδ€ú∴ôλ− Βƒο ΣΥτΣÓιƒΥ ′Ω
Øχ€Υ ùΜôσΚûΖ ↑ΖχΚô↑γΟôο
Β π Ξ û ς Υ û[  Ø Ý û Τ Υ û ΟΥ ô Õ
Φ τ Σ û Θ  Ρ ô λ  Κ Ξ ± ι ú Θ ô λ −
ΤχΚΖôγ′♠τ ΡôτÏ Ση×ΚûΖ Ρôλ
ΣοúΞß ΦÓιÕχ ΚôγÓΚρ Ξô♠ΩôΚ
ùΘ↔↑ιúΘôλ− ≅ΘσúΚσΣ ΤχΚΖôγ′
ΦτΣÕ ΙÚ ≅ςΜôδΚ Øû[ Βƒο
< Τ χ Κ Ζ ô ο  ú Θ ν ϕ ù Θ Ó χ Κ κ Σ γ Ο

Αγ′ΥôΖνΚρ  ≅û∴ιÕ  Øχ€Υ
Ø⁄ÜΚûΖÙλ ΦÓκΣν−

< ú Θ ν Θ ο Κ ρ  Θ σ ú Σ ô Õ ρ Ζ
Α γ′Υ ô Ζ ν Κ ûΖ  Τô σ ßΞ Θ σ Ï
ΤχΚÞχÏ ΙÚ  ΡοΩ Ξôµκ♦û∴
ΞΨδÏ€[Õ−

< ΒϕΘ Ξôµκ× ΜΤΤô∴ ≅⁄κΣûΟ♠ο
ΤχΚρ ≅û∴ΞÚχÏλ €ûΟχ€[Õ:

< Β û Θ  ù Μ Υ ο Σ Ó ι Õ Ξ Θ ô ο
≅ς ′ΥΩû Τκ×ε ΜγΟ λ Τσ ßλ
Ï ⁄ Τ χ Κ ↓ τ  ∆ ↔ û Τ Κ ρ
Α € Υ Ξ σ ° τ  ≅ ⁄ κ Σ û Ο
↑ ƒ Ø û [ Κ Ζ ô ο  ≅ ς Μ ô δ Κ λ
Ξςλ♦σÏγΣÓιΘκΣÓΞΘσÏ Ξ→
ΞÏχ€[Õ−

ΒχúΚ←ε
′ιƒςιûΘκ
Σ⁄χΚÜλ
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CHECK
YOUR

PROGRESS

Read these five examples of working or denial of democracy. Match each of these with the relevant
feature of democracy discussed above.

Example Feature

King of Bhutan has declared that in future he will be
guided by the advice given to him by elected representatives.

Many Tamil workers who migrated from India were
not given a right to vote in Sri Lanka.

The king imposed a ban on political gatherings,
demonstrations and rallies.

The Indian Supreme Court held that the dissolution of
Bihar assembly was unconstitutional.

Political parties in Bangladesh have agreed that a neutral
government should rule the country at the time of elections.

1.3 1.3 1.3 1.3 1.3 WWWWWHYHYHYHYHY     DEMOCRDEMOCRDEMOCRDEMOCRDEMOCRACACACACACYYYYY?????
An argument broke out in Madam
Lyngdoh’s class. She had finished
teaching the previous section on
what is democracy and asked the
students if they thought democracy
was the best form of government.
Everyone had something to say.

Debating merits ofDebating merits ofDebating merits ofDebating merits ofDebating merits of
democracydemocracydemocracydemocracydemocracy
Yolanda: We live in a democratic country. All over

the world people want democracy. Countries that
were not democratic earlier are becoming demo-
cratic now. All great people have said nice things
about democracy. Isn’t it obvious that democracy
is the best? Do we need to debate this?

Tangkini: But Lyngdoh Madam had said we should
not accept something just because it is famous,
just because everyone else accepts it. Isn’t it
possible that everyone is following a wrong
path?

Jeni: Yes, it actually is a wrong path. What has
democracy brought to our country? Seven
decades of democracy and there is so much
poverty in the country.

Ribiang: But what has democracy got to do with
it? Do we have poverty because we are demo-
cratic or do we have poverty despite being a
democracy?

Jeni: Whatever, how does it make a difference?
The point is that this can’t be the best form of
government. Democracy is all about chaos, in-
stability, corruption and hypocrisy. Politicians
fight among themselves. Who cares for the coun-
try?

Poimon: So, what should we have instead? Go
back to the British rule? Invite some kings to
rule this country?

Rose: I don’t know. I think what this country needs
is a strong leader, someone who does not have
to bother about elections and parliament. One
leader should have all the powers. He should
be able to do whatever is needed in country’s
interest. That alone can remove corruption and
poverty from this country.

Someone shouted: That is called dictatorship!
Hoi: What if that person starts using all these pow-

ers for himself and his family? What if he is
corrupt himself?

Rose: I am speaking only of the honest, sincere
and strong leader.

Hoi: But that is not fair. You are comparing a real
democracy with an ideal dictatorship.
We should compare an ideal with an ideal, the
real with the real. Go and check the record of
dictators in real life. They are most corrupt, self-
ish and brutal. It is just that we don’t get to know
about this. And what is worse, you can’t even
get rid of them.

I want to be in
Lyngdoh Madam’s
class! That sounds

like a democratic
classroom.
Doesn’t it?

Rule of law

Respect for Rights

One person one vote
one value

Free and fair electoralcompetition

Major decisions by
elected leaders
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 Ρôτ ←δúΟô úΤΟλ
ΞÏκ♦ο ΒÚχΚ

↑Úλ×€[úτ ≅Õ
ΤχΚΖôγ′

ΞÏκ×úΣôο
ΚôΠκΣÓ€[ΘοΩΞô 

092 ΤχΚΖôγ′ ΦΘσÏ>
úΤΟλ ←δúΟô↑τ ΞÏκΣû[♠ο ΙÚ
↑ΞôΘλ ΓσΣγΟÕ− ΤχΚΖôγ′ Φτ[ôο
Φτ∴> ΤχΚΖôγ′úΥ ′[ϕΘ ≅ςΜôδΚØû[
Φτß ¿δΚρ ΚÚÕ€ÈνΚΖô> Φτß Θτ
ΤôΠΞνΚûΖ úΚγΣΘτ Ξô♠ΩôΚ ØϕûΘΥ
ΣôΟκ♦↔↑ο ≅Ξν Θτ Κσ♦ιΘûΩ Ø⁄ιΘôν−
≅û∴ΞÚχÏλ ΦûΘúΥô á[úΞηÓùΤτß
úΘôτ°ΥÕ−

ΤχΚΖôγ′♠τ ΡτûΤΚρ ÁÕ
↑ΞôΘλ9

úΥôΩôϕΘô  Ρôλ ΤχΚΖôγ′ Ρôγ⁄ο
Ξôθ €ú[ôλ − ∆ΩΚ ≅Ζ ↑ο ΤχΚρ
ΤχΚΖôγ′ûΥ ↑Úλ×€[ôνΚρ− ΚΟϕΘ
ΚôΩιƒο ΤχΚΖôγ′ ≅οΩôΘ ΡôÓΚρ
Θ σ ú Σ ô Õ  Τ χ Κ Ζ ô γ ′  Ρ ô Ó Κ Ζ ô Κ
Τô°ΞÚ €τ[∴− ù Σ↔Υ ΘûΩΞνΚρ
ΤχΚΖôγ′ûΥκ Σσ° ′[κΣô∴ ΚÚιÕΚρ
á°∴ν− ΤχΚΖôγ′ ΦτΣÕ ♥Κε ′[ϕΘÕ
ΦτΣÕ ×↔Υ↑οûΩΥô> ΒûΘκ Σσ° Ρôλ
↑ΞôƒχΚ úΞηÓΤô>
Οôδ€± 9 ≅Õ ♦ςΣΩΤô∴Õ Φ∴úΞ+
ΙπùΞôÚΞÚλ ≅ûΘ ΓσßχùΚôηΟ∴ν
Φ∴ ú Ξ  Ρôλ  ≅ûΘ  ΓσΚ  ú Ξη⁄Υ
≅Ξ′Υ♥οûΩ  Φτß  ←δúΟô  úΤΟλ
á°∴ôν− ≅û∴ΞÚλ ΘΞ[ô∴ Ξ→ûΥκ
♦τΣσ° ΞϕƒÚχΚΩôλ ≅οΩΞô>
ù⊥± 9 ΑΤôλ+ ∆ηûΤ♠ο ΒÕ ΘΞ[ô∴
Ξ→Øû[úΥ− ΤχΚΖôγ′ Ρλ Ρôγ⁄σÏ Φτ∴
ùΚôηÓΞϕΘÕ> ΓÝ ΣιΘôηÓΚôΩ
ΤχΚΖôγ′χÏ ♦τ∴Úλ Ρôγ⁄ο ≅ƒΚΖ↑ο
ΓθûΤ ∆ρΖÕ−
↔♦Υôδ 9 Α∴ôο ≅ΘσÏλ ΤχΚΖôγ′χÏλ
ùΘôΟν× Φτ∴> Ρôλ ΤχΚΖôγ′♠ο
∆ρΖΘôο ΡΤχÏ ΓθûΤ ∆ρΖΘô> ≅οΩÕ
ΤχΚΖôγ′ ≅⁄κΣûΟ♠ο ΒÚϕΘôÛλ ΡΤχÏ
ΓθûΤ ∆ρΖΘô>

ΤχΚΖôγ′ ΡûΟØû[♠ο ∆ρΖΘô ΒοûΩΥô ΦτΣûΘι ùΘ↔ϕÕ ùΚôρΞΘσÏ
•θχΚôÔλ ΗϕÕ ΦÓιÕχΚôγÓΚûΖ Σ⁄χΚÜλ− úΤúΩ ΚΩϕÕûςΥô⁄Υ ΤχΚΖôγ′κ
Ση×Κ↓τ ≅⁄κΣûΟ♠ο ΒΞσû[ ΒûΠχΚÜλ−
ΦÓιÕχΚôγÓ Ση×

ΦƒνΚôΩιƒο Θôτ úΘνϕùΘÓχΚκΣγΟ ♦ςƒ♣ƒΚ↓τ
≅°ÜûςκΣ⁄ Θτ ΚΟûΤΚûΖε ùΜµúΞτ Φτß
éγΟôτ Ττ∴ν ≅°↑ιΘôν−
ΒϕƒΥô↑←ÚϕÕ Ï⁄úΥ°Υ ΣΩ ùΘô→ΩôΖνΚÞχÏ
ΒΩδûΚ♠ο ΞôχÏ↔ûΤ ΞΨδΚκΣΟ↑οûΩ−
≅ς′Υο ΤôΡôÓΚρ+ áγΟδΚρ+ ΕνΞΩδΚρ ÁÕ
≅ςΜν ΚγÓκΣôγûΟ ↑ƒιΘôν−
ÀΚôν ΜγΟΜûΣûΥχ ΚûΩιΘο ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×
ΜγΟιƒσÏ ×[λΣô∴Õ Φτß ΒϕƒΥ ∆εΜ¿ƒΤτ[λ
á°ΥÕ−
úΘνΘο úΡςδΚ↓ο ΡÓ♣ûΩ ≅ςΜôδΚ Αγ′ ΡûΟùΣ[
úΞηÓùΤτß ΞδΚôΖ úΘΜιƒτ ≅ς′Υο Κγ′Κρ
≅δ•Κ↔ιΘ∴

ΜγΟιƒτ Αγ′

∆↔ûΤΚÞχÏ Τ↔ΥôûΘ

ΙÚ ΡΣν ΙÚ ΞôχÏ ΙÚ
Τƒκ×

ÑΘϕƒςΤô∴úΡνûΤΥô∴ úΘνΘοúΣôγ⁄Κρ

úΘνϕùΘÓχΚκΣγΟ ΘûΩΞνΚ↓τ
Øχ€Υ Ø⁄ÜΚρ

ù⊥± 9 ΦκΣ⁄♠Úκ♦àλ ≅Õ úΞßΣôÓ ΦκΣ⁄
ΑÏλ> Φ∴Õ ΚÚιÕ Φτ∴ùΞ±ο ΒÕ
′[ϕΘ ≅ςΜôδΚ Ξ⁄Ξλ ≅οΩ− ΤχΚΖôγ′
ØÝχΚ ÏΨκΣ♣ûΩ+ ∆ßƒι ΘτûΤ♠τûΤ+
≅¿ƒ+ ΚρΖδΚΣΟλ+ ≅ς′Υο ΘûΩΞνΚρ
ΘδΚÞχÏι ΘôδΚúΖ ΜηûΟ♠γÓχ
ùΚôρ€τ[∴ν− ΡôγûΟκ Σσ° Υôν
ΚΞûΩκΣÓ€[ôνΚρ>
úΣôµΤôτ 9 ΒΘσÏ ΣƒΩôΚ ΡΤχÏ Φτ∴
úΘûΞ> ÁηÓλ Αδ€úΩΥ↔Ολ Αγ′
ùΜµΥúΞηÓΤô> ΒϕΘ ΡôγûΟ ΑρΞΘσÏ
ΦϕΘ ≅ςΜûςΥôΞÕ ≅ûΨχΚ úΞηÓΤô>
úςôυ 9 Φ∴χÏι ùΘ↔ΥôÕ+ ΒϕΘ Ρôγ⁄σÏ
Ξ←ûΤΞôµϕΘ ΙÚ ΘûΩΞν úΘûΞ
úΘνΘοΚρ+ ΣôςôÞΤτ[ιÕΟτ ≅Ξ′ΥΤσ[
ΙÚ  ΡΣν−  ΙÚ  ΘûΩΞÚχÏ  ≅û∴ιÕ
≅ƒΚôςδΚÞλ ΒÚιΘο úΞηÓλ− Ρôγ⁄τ
Ρ τ û Τ χ Κ ô Κ  ≅ Ξ ν  Φ û Θ Ù λ
ùΜµΥχá⁄ΥΞςôΚ ΒÚιΘο úΞηÓλ−
≅Ξςôο ΤγÓúΤ Ρôγ⁄←ÚϕÕ ≅¿ƒ+ ΓθûΤ
Α€ΥΞσû[ ↑ςγΟ ΒΥÛλ
Υôúςô Κιƒ∴ν9≅ûΘúΥ ΜνΞôƒΚôςλ ΦτΣν−
úôµ 9 ≅ϕΘ ΡΣν ΒπΞƒΚôςδΚρ
≅û∴ιûΘÙλ Θτ ÑΥΡΩιƒσΚôΚÜλ Θτ
ÏÓλΣιƒσΚôΚÜλ ΣΥτΣÓιƒχùΚôρΖι
ùΘôΟδ€∴ôο Φτ∴ΞôÏλ> ≅Ξν ΩφΜλ
ΞôδÏΣΞςôΚ ΒÚϕΘôο>
úςôυ 9 Ρôτ úΡνûΤ Τσßλ ÑΥΡΩΤσ[
Ξ←ûΤΥô∴  ΘûΩΞûςκ  Σσ°  ΤγÓúΤ
úΣÑ€ú[τ 
úôµ 9  Α∴ôο  ≅Õ  Μ↔ΥοΩ+  ¿
∆ηûΤΥô∴ ΤχΚΖôγ′ûΥ ΚσΣû∴Υô∴
ΜνΞôƒΚôςιÕΟτ Ικ♦Ó€[ôµ> Α∴ôο Ρôλ
ΒΩγ′ΥιûΘ ΒΩγ′ΥιÕΟàλ+ ∆ηûΤûΥ
∆ η û Τ Ù Οà λ  Ικ ♦ Ο  ú Ξ η Ó λ −
∆ηûΤΥô∴ ΞôθχûΚ♠ο ΜνΞôƒΚô↔♠τ
ΑΞΠδΚûΖε ùΜτß Σôν− ≅ΞνΚρ
♥ΚÜλ ≅¿ƒΥôΖνΚρ+ ÑΥΡΩΞôƒΚρ
Τσßλ ùΚô⁄ΥΞνΚΖôΞν− ΒΞνΚûΖχ
Ï°ιÕ ùΘ↔ϕÕ ùΚôρΞΘσÏ ΡΤχÏ ≅Õ
ΤγÓλ úΣôΘôÕ− Βτàλ úΤôΜΤô∴ ↑_Υλ
Φτ∴ùΞτ[ôο ≅ΞνΚûΖ ∆δΚΖôο ↑γÓ
↑ΩΚÜλ ΒΥΩôÕ−

∆δΚÞûΟΥ
Øτú∴σ[ιûΘ

úΜôƒιÕ
ùΚôρÞδΚρ
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Madam Lyngdoh was listening to
this discussion with interest. Now
she stepped in: “I was delighted to
see you all arguing so passionately.
I don’t know who is right and who
is wrong. That is for you to settle.
But I did feel that you all wanted to
speak your mind. You may have felt
very bad if someone tried to stop you
or if someone punished you for
saying what you felt. Would you be
able to do that in a country that is
not democratic? Is that a good
argument for democracy?”

Arguments against democracyArguments against democracyArguments against democracyArguments against democracyArguments against democracy
This conversation has most of the
arguments that we routinely hear
against democracy. Let us go over
some of these arguments:
 Leaders keep changing in a

democracy. This leads to
instability.

Democracy is all about political
competition and power play.
There is no scope for morality.

So many people have to be
consulted in a democracy that it
leads to delays.

Elected leaders do not know the
best interest of the people. It leads
to bad decisions.

Democracy leads to corruption for
it is based on electoral competition.

Ordinary people don’t know what
is good for them; they should not
decide anything.
Are there some other arguments

against democracy that you can
think of? Which of these arguments
applies mainly to democracy?
Which of these can apply to misuse
of any form of government? Which
of these do you agree with?

Clearly, democracy is not a
magical solution for all the
problems. It has not ended poverty
in our country and in other parts of
the world. Democracy as a form of

government only ensures that
people take their own decisions.
This does not guarantee that their
decisions will be good. People can
make mistakes. Involving the people
in these decisions does lead
to delays in decision making. It
is also true that democracy leads
to frequent changes in leadership.
Sometimes this can set back
big decisions and affect the
government’s efficiency.

These arguments show that
democracy of the kind we see may
not be the ideal form of government.
But that is not a question we face
in real life. The real question we
face is different: is democracy better
than other forms of government that
are there for us to choose from?

Arguments for democracyArguments for democracyArguments for democracyArguments for democracyArguments for democracy
China’s famine of 1958-1961 was
the worst recorded famine in world
history. Nearly three crore people
died in this famine. During those
days, India’s economic condition
was not much better than China. Yet
India did not have a famine of the

This cartoon is from
Brazil, a country that

has long experience of
dictatorship.  It is

entitled “The Hidden
Side of Dictatorship”.
Which hidden sides
does this cartoon

depict? Is it necessary
for every dictatorship
to have a hidden side?

If possible, find this
out about the dictators
including Pinochet in
Chile, Jaruzelski in

Poland, Sani Abacha
in Nigeria and

Ferdinand Marcos in
the Philippines.
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ú Τ Ο λ  ← δ ú Ο ô  Β π ↑ Ξ ô Θ ι û Θ
ΑΞÛΟτ úΚγÓχùΚôη⁄Úχ€[ôν−
ΘσúΣôÕ ≅Ξν ΣƒΩ↓ιΘôν− ¿δΚρ
≅û∴ΞÚλ ♥ΚÜλ ∆σΜôΚιÕΟτ
ΚΩϕÕûςΥôÓΞûΘχ ΚηÓ Ρôτ
♥ΚÜλ Τ€θε′ΥûΟ€ú[τ+ Υôν Μ↔+
Υôν ΘΞß ΦτΣÕ Φ∴χÏι ùΘ↔ΥôÕ−
≅ûΘ ¿ΛΚúΖ ¾νιÕχ ùΚôρÞδΚρ+
Α∴ôο ¿δΚρ ≅û∴ΞÚλ ∆δΚρ
Τ ∴ ƒ Û ρ Ζ  Κ Ú ι û Θ  á [
↑ Ú λ × € È ν Κ ρ  Φ τ ß  Ρ ô τ
♣û∴χ€ú[τ−  Υôúςàλ  ∆δΚûΖ
ΘÓκΣΘσÏ ØΥσ′ιΘôúΩô ≅οΩÕ
¿ δΚ ρ  ♣ û ∴ ι Θ û Θ  á ° Υ Θ σ Ï
∆δΚûΖ Θη⁄ιΘôο ∆δΚÞχÏ
♥ΚÜλ Ξ←κΣΘôΚ ΒÚϕƒÚχΚΩôλ−
ΤχΚΖôγ′ ≅οΩôΘ Ρôγ⁄ο ¿δΚρ
≅ π Ξ ô ß  ù Μ µ Υ  Β Υ Û Τ ô >
ΤχΚΖôγ′χÏ ≅Õ ΡοΩ ↑ΞôΘΤô>

ΤχΚΖôγ′χÏ Φƒςô∴ ↑ΞôΘδΚρ−
ΒϕΘ ∆ûςΥôΟ←ο Ρôλ ƒ∴Øλ
úΚρ↑Ùßλ ΤχΚΖôγ′χÏ Φƒςô∴
↑ΞôΘδΚρ ≅ƒΚΖ↑ο ∆ρΖ∴−
Β π ↑ Ξ ô Θ δ Κ ↓ ο  ′ Ω Ξ σ û [
Σ♠οúΞôλ−
< Τ χ Κ Ζ ô γ ′ ♠ ο  Θ û Ω Ξ ν Κ ρ

Τô° χ ùΚ ô ηú Ο  ΒÚ κΣν −  Β Õ
♣ûΩΥσ[ ΘτûΤχÏ Ξ→ΞÏχÏλ−

< Τ χ Κ Ζ ô γ ′  ≅ ς ′ Υ ο  ú Σ ô γ ⁄ +
≅ ƒ Κ ô ς ι ƒ σ Κ ô Κ  Ρ Ο χ Ï λ
↑ û Ζ Υ ôγ Ó−  ¿ ƒ ùΡ ° Ø û [ χ Ï
ΒδÏ Ξôµκ♦οûΩ−

< ΤΚχ Ζôγ′♠ ο ΣΩûς ΜϕƒχΚ
ú Ξ η Ó λ  Β Õ  Θ ô Τ Θ ι ƒ σ Ï
Ξ→ΞÏχÏλ−

< úΘνϕùΘÓχΚκΣγΟ ΘûΩΞνΚÞχÏ
ΤχΚ↓τ ΡΩτ ùΘ↔ΥôÕ− ΒÕ ¾Υ
Ø ⁄ Ü Κ Þ χ Ï  Ξ →  Ξ Ï χ Ï λ −
Γù∴±ο ≅Õ úΘνΘοΚ↓τ úΣôγ⁄
ÁÕ ΑΘôςκΣγ⁄ÚχÏλ−

< ΜôΘôςΠ ΤχΚÞχÏ ΦÕ ΡοΩÕ
ΦτΣÕ ùΘ↔ΥôÕ− ΦϕΘ Ø⁄ûΞÙλ
≅ΞνΚρ ↑ÚκΣιƒσÏ ↑γÓ↑Ο
Ø⁄ΥôÕ−

< Τχ Κ Ζ ô γ′ χ Ï  Φ ƒς ô Κ  ¿ δΚ ρ
′ϕƒχÏλ ↑ΞôΘδΚρ ΒπΞΖÜ
∆ρΖ∴Ξô> ΒΞσ°ο ΦϕΘ ↑ΞôΘλ
ΤχΚΖôγ′ χÏκ ùΣôÚϕÕ€[Õ>
ΦπΞûΚΥô∴ ≅ςΜôδΚùΤ±àλ
ΘΞ[ôΚ ΣΥτΣÓιÕΞΘσÏ ΒΞσ°ο
ù Σ ôÚ ϕ Θ χ  á⁄ Υ û Ξ  Υ ô û Ξ >
Β Ξ σ ° ο  Φ Θ à Ο τ  ¿ δ Κ ρ
ΙιÕκúΣôÅνΚρ>
Τ χ Κ Ζ ô γ ′  ≅ û ∴ ι Õ κ
♦ ς ε ′ û ∴ Κ Þ χ Ï λ  Τô Υ ô ⊥ ô Ω
¾νΞô∴Õ− ΒÕ Ρλ Ρôγ⁄Ûλ
∆Ω€τ ΣΩ ΣÏƒΚ↓Ûλ ΓθûΤûΥ
Ø⁄ÜχÏ ùΚôηÓ ΞςôÕ− ΙÚ
≅ςΜôδΚ Ξ⁄ΞΤôΚ ΤχΚΖôγ′
ΤχΚρ ΘδΚρ Ø⁄ÜΚûΖ ΘôδΚúΖ
ΦÓιÕχ ùΚôρÞΤôß ùΜµ€[Õ−
ΒÕ ≅ΞνΚ↓τ Ø⁄ÜΚρ ΡοΩûΞ

Φ∴ ∆ßƒΥ↓χΚôÕ−
Τ χ Κ ρ  Θ Ξ ß Κ ρ  ù Μ µ Υ Ω ô λ −
ΒλØ⁄ÜΚ↓ο ΤχΚρ ΧÓΣÓΞΘôο
Ø⁄ÜΚρ ΦÓκΣƒο ΘôΤΘλ ΓσΣΟ
Ξôµκ×ρΖÕ− ΤχΚΖôγ′ ΘûΩûΤ♠ο
ùΘôΟνϕÕ Τôσ[δΚÞχÏ Ξ→ΞÏχÏλ
ΦτΣÕλ ηûΤúΥ− ′Ω úΞûΖΚ↓ο
Β Õ  ù Σ ↔ Υ  Ø ⁄ Ü Κ ↓ τ  Á Õ
♦τú∴ôχ€ι Θρ↓ ≅ςΜôδΚιƒτ
ƒ[ûΤûΥ ΣôƒχÏλ−
Β ϕ Θ  ↑ Ξô Θ δΚ ρ  Ρ ô λ  Κ ô Ô λ
ΤχΚΖôγ′♠û∴ ′[ϕΘ ≅ςΜôδΚ
Ξ⁄Ξλ Φτß ΚôγΟôΤο ΒÚχΚΩôλ−
Α∴ôο ≅τ[ôΟ ΞôθχûΚ♠ο Ρôλ
ΦƒνùΚôρÞλ ↑∴ô ≅ÕΞοΩ− Ρôλ
ΦƒνùΚôρÞλ ∆ηûΤΥô∴ ↑∴ô
úΞßΣγΟÕ− Ρôλ úΘνÜ ùΜµΞΘσΚôΚ
∆ρΖ ♦[ ≅ςΜôδΚ Øû[ΚûΖ ↑Ο
ΤχΚΖôγ′ úΤτûΤΥô∴Θô>

ΤχΚΖôγ′χÏ ΜôΘΚΤô∴

↑ΞôΘδΚρ

0847,0850Κ↓ο ΓσΣγΟ ≠∴ô↑τ
ΣφΜλ ∆ΩΚ ΞςΩôσ°ο ΣƒΞô∴
♥ΚÜλ úΤôΜΤô∴ ΣφΜΤôÏλ− ÑΤôν
êτß úΚô⁄ ΤχΚρ ΒκΣφΜιƒο
Β [ ϕ Θ ∴ ν −  ≅ ϕ Θ  Ρ ô γ Κ ↓ ο
Β ϕ ƒ Υ ô ↑ τ  ù Σ ô Ú Ζ ô Θ ô ς Ø λ
≠ ∴ ô û Ξ χ  Κ ô γ ⁄ Û λ  ′ [ ϕ Θ Θ ô Κ
ΒοûΩ− Α∴ôο ≠∴ô↑ο ΓσΣγΟ
ΣφΜλ úΣôο ΒϕƒΥô↑ο ΒοûΩ−

ΒχúΚ←ε ′ιƒςλ
¿ηΟΚôΩ

ΜνΞôƒΚôς Αγ′
≅àΣΞλ ∆ρΖ
♦úς′ο ΡôγÓΟτ

ùΘôΟν×ûΟΥÕ
ΒΘσÏ ΜνΞôƒΚôςι

ΘτûΤ♠τ
Τû[Ξô∴ ΣχΚλ

Φτß
ùΣΥ↔ΟκΣγΟÕ

ΒχúΚ←ε ′ιƒςλ
ΦϕΘ Τû[χΚκΣγΟ

ΣχΚιûΘχ
ΚôγÓ€[Õ>ΙπùΞôÚ
ΜνΞôƒΚôςΑγ′χÏλ

Τû[Ξô∴ ΣχΚλ
∆ρΖΘô> Ø⁄ϕΘôο
′←♠τ ♦ú∴ôùΜγ

úΣôΩϕƒτ
⊥Úù⊥Ωυ€

ûΡË↔Υô↑τ Μô±
≅ΣΟô Τσßλ
♦←κûΣτ′τ
ùΣν⁄Πôτγ

ΤôνΚυ Ï°ιÕ
ΚηΟ°ΥÜλ−

ΒχúΚ←ε
′ιƒςιûΘκ
Σ⁄χΚÜλ
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kind China had. Economists think
that this was a result of different
government policies in the two
countries. The existence of
democracy in India made the
Indian government respond to food
scarcity in a way that the Chinese
government did not. They point out
that no large-scale famine has ever
taken place in an independent and
democratic country. If China too had
multiparty elections, an opposition
party and a press free to criticise the
government, then so many people
may not have died in the famine.

This example brings out one of the
reasons why democracy is considered
the best form of government.
Democracy is better than any other
form of government in responding to
the needs of the people. A non-
democratic government may and can
respond to the people’s needs, but it
all depends on the wishes of the
people who rule. If the rulers don’t
want to, they don’t have to act
according to the wishes of the people.
A democracy requires that the rulers
have to attend to the needs of the
people. A democratic government is
a better government because it is a
more accountable form of
government.

There is another reason why
democracy should lead to better
decisions than any non-democratic
government. Democracy is based on
consultation and discussion. A
democratic decision always
involves many persons, discussions
and meetings. When a number of
people put their heads together,
they are able to point out possible
mistakes in any decision. This takes
time. But there is a big advantage
in taking time over important
decisions. This reduces the
chances of rash or irresponsible
decisions. Thus democracy

improves the quality of decision-
making.

This is related to the third
argument. Democracy provides a
method to deal with differences
and conflicts. In any society people
are bound to have differences of
opinions and interests. These
differences are particularly sharp in
a country like ours which has an
amazing social diversity. People
belong to different regions, speak
different languages, practise
different religions and have different
castes. They look at the world very
differently and have different
preferences. The preferences of one
group can clash with those of other
groups. How do we resolve such a
conflict? The conflict can be solved
by brutal power. Whichever group is
more powerful will dictate its terms
and others will have to accept that.
But that would lead to resentment
and unhappiness. Different groups
may not be able to live together for
long in such a way. Democracy
provides the only peaceful solution
to this problem. In democracy, no
one is a permanent winner. No one
is a permanent loser. Different
groups can live with one another
peacefully. In a diverse country like
India, democracy keeps our
country together.

These three arguments were
about the effects of democracy on
the quality of government and social
life. But the strongest argument for
democracy is not about what
democracy does to the government.
It is about what democracy does to
the citizens. Even if democracy does
not bring about better decisions
and accountable government, it is
still better than other forms of
government. Democracy enhances
the dignity of citizens. As we
discussed above, democracy is

What would have
happened if India

was not a
democracy?

Could we have
stayed together as

a single nation?
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ΒςηÓ ΡôÓΚ↓ÛρΖ ΣοúΞß
≅ςΜôδΚ Øû[Κ↓τ ↑ûΖΞôΚ ΒÕ
ΡΟϕΘÕ Φτß ùΣôÚΖôΘôς ♣×∴νΚρ
ΚÚÕ€τ[∴ν− ΒϕƒΥô↑ο ΤχΚΖôγ′
ΒÚκΣΘôο ∆ΠÜκ Σσ[ôχÏû[ ÁÕ
≠∴ ≅ςΜôδΚλ ΣƒΩ↓χΚôΤο ΒϕƒΥ
≅ςΜôδΚλ ΣƒΩ↓ιΘÕ− ≅ΞνΚρ
úΣςΖ↑Ωô∴ ΣφΜλ Θ±ιΘ Τσßλ
ΤχΚΖôγ′ Ρôγ⁄ο ΓσΣΟ↑οûΩ Φτß
Ï°κ♦γ⁄∴ν− ≠∴ô↑Ûλ ΣΩΚγ′
úΘνΘο ΒÚϕƒÚκ♦τ ≅ΘôΞÕ ϑν
Φ ƒ ν χ Κ γ ′ Ù λ +  ≅ ς Μ ô δ Κ ι û Θ
↑ Τ ν ′ χ Ï λ  ≅ ε Ñ  Ñ Θ ϕ ƒ ς λ
ΒÚϕƒÚκ♦τ ≅κúΣôÕ ùΣÚλΣôΩô∴
ΤχΚρ ΣφΜιΘôο ΤςΠΤûΟϕƒÚχΚ
ΤôγΟôνΚρ−

ΤχΚΖôγ′ûΥ Γτ ′[ϕΘ ≅ςΜôδΚ
Ξ⁄ΞùΤ∴χ ΚÚÕ€τ[∴ν ΦτΣûΘ
Β ϕ Θ  Φ Ó ι Õ χ Κ ô γ Ó  Ρ Τ χ Ï ι
ù Θ ↔ ↑ χ € [ Õ −  Τ χ Κ ↓ τ
♦ ς ε′ û ∴ Κ Þ χ Ï  ù Μ↑ ΤÓ κΣ ƒο
ΤχΚΖôγ′ Τσ[ ≅ςΜôδΚ Ξ⁄ΞδΚûΖ
↑Ο úΤτûΤΥô∴Õ − Τχ Κ Ζôγ′
≅ ο Ω ô Θ  ≅ ς Μ ô δ Κ λ  Τ χ Κ ↓ τ
ú Θ û Ξ Κ Þ χ Ï  ù Μ ↑ Τ Ó χ Κ Ω ô λ −
ùΜ↑ΤÓχΚôΤÛλ  úΣôΚΩôλ−  ≅Õ
Α γ ′ Υ ô Ζ ν Κ ↓ τ  ↑ Ú κ ×
ùΞßκ×Κ↓τúΤο ΑΘôςκΣγÓρΖÕ+
Α γ′ Υ ô ΖνΚ Þ χ Ï  ↑Ú κΣ ♥ οΩ ô
↑ γ Ο ô ο  ≅ Ξ ν Κ ρ  Τ χ Κ ↓ τ
úΘûΞΚÞχÏ ùΜ↑ΤÓχΚΤôγΟôνΚρ−
Αγ′ΥôΖνΚρ ΤχΚ↓τ úΘûΞΚûΖ
♣û[úΞσ[ úΞηÓùΤτß ΤχΚΖôγ′
áß€[Õ− ΤχΚΖôγ′ ≅ςΜôδΚλ
úΤτûΤΥô∴ ≅ςΜôδΚλ− Γù∴±ο
Β Õ  ♥ Κ Ü λ  ù Σ ô ß κ ×  Ξ ô µ ϕ Θ
≅ςΜôδΚλ−

ΤχΚΖôγ′ ≅οΩôΘ ≅ςΜôδΚιûΘ
↑Ο ΤχΚΖôγ′ ′[ϕΘ Ø⁄ÜΚûΖ
ΦÓχΚ ΒΥÛλ ΦτΣÕ Τσù[ôÚ
ΚôςΠλ ΤχΚΖôγ′ ′[ϕΘ Ø⁄ÜΚûΖ
ΦÓχΚ ΒΥÛλ ΦτΣÕ Τσù[ôÚ
ΚôςΠλ− ΤχΚΖôγ′ ΦτΣÕ ≅°Üûς
ú Κ γ Ο ο  Κ Ω ϕ Õ û ς Υ ô Ó Θ ο
Α€ΥΞσ°τÁÕ ΑΘôςκΣγÓρΖÕ−
ΙÚ ΤχΚΖôγ′♠τ Ø⁄↑ο ΦκúΣôÕλ
ΣΩ ΡΣνΚρ+ ↑ΞôΘδΚρ+ ΤôΡôÓΚρ
ΒÚχÏλ− ΣοúΞß ΡΣνΚρ ΘδΚρ
ΦηΠδΚûΖ Σ€νϕÕùΚôρÞλúΣôÕ
≅ Ξ ν Κ ρ  Φ ϕ Θ  Ø ⁄ ↑ ο  Θ Ξ ß
ΓσΣγΟôÛλ ΦÓιÕχΚôγÓΞν− ΒΘσÏ
ΚôΩ ΘôΤΘλ ΓσΣÓλ− Α∴ôο Øχ€Υ
Ø ⁄ Ü Κ Þ χ Ï  ú Ρ ς λ  Φ Ó ι Õ χ
ùΚôρΞΘôο ≅ƒΚ ΡτûΤ ΓσΣÓλ−
ΒÕ ΚςÓ ØςΟô∴ ≅οΩÕ ùΣôßκΣσ[
Ø⁄ÜΚûΖ ΦÓκΣûΘ Ïû[χ€[Õ−

Β π Ξô ß  Τχ Κ Ζ ôγ′  Ø ⁄ÜΚ ↓ τ
ΘςιûΘ ∆ΥνιÕ€[Õ− ΤχΚΖôγ′
ú Ξ σ ß û Τ Κ ρ  ú Σ ô ς ô γ Ο δ Κ û Ζ
ΦƒνùΚ ôρΞ ΘσÏ Ξ ô µκΣ ↓χ€ [Õ
ΦτΣÕ êτ[ôΞÕ ↑ΞôΘλ− ΦϕΘ
ΜØΘôΥιƒΩô€Ûλ ΤχΚÞχÏ ΚÚιÕ
úΞßΣôÓΚρ+ ↑Úκ× ùΞßκ×Κρ
Β Ú χ Ï λ −  ≅ σ × Θ Τ ô ∴  Μ Ø Θ ô Υ
Σ τΤ Υ λ+  ú Ξ σß û Τ  ∆ ρ Ζ  Ρ λ
Ρôγ⁄ο ΒπúΞßΣôÓΚρ ≅ƒΚ ≅Ζ↑ο
ΒÚχÏλ− ΣοúΞß ΣÏƒΚ↓ÛρΖ
ΤχΚρ ΣοúΞß ùΤô→ΚûΖκ úΣÑΞν−
ΣοúΞ ß ΤΘδΚû Ζ ♦τΣσßΞν−
Σο úΞß ΜôƒΚ ûΖ úΜν ϕΘΞν Κρ
∆Ω€û∴ ♥ΚÜλ úΞßΣôÓρΖΘôΚ
ΚôηΣν− úΞßΣγΟ Øχ€Υ Ση×ΚûΖ
ùΚôη⁄ÚκΣν− ΙÚ ΜêΚιƒτ Øχ€Υκ
Σ η × Κ ρ  Τ σ [  Μ ê Κ δ Κ Þ Ο τ
ú Ξ ß Σ γ ⁄ Ú χ Κ Ω ô λ −  ≅ Õ ú Σ ô τ [
ØςηΣôγûΟ ΦπΞôß ¾νκúΣôλ−
ùΚô⁄Υ ≅ƒΚôςιƒτ êΩλ ΒϕΘ
ØςηΣôγûΟ ¾νχΚΩôλ− ≅ƒΚ Ασ[ο
♥χΚ  ΜêΚλ  Θτ  ΑûΠΚûΖ  ♦[ν
♦τΣσßλΣ⁄ ùΜµ€[Õ Τσ[ΞνΚρ
≅ûΘ ΓσΚúΞη⁄ ∆ρΖÕ− Α∴ôο
≅Õ ú Κô Σι ƒσÏ λ ≅ƒ Úκ ƒχ Ïλ
Ξ→ΞÏχ€[Õ− ΒλØû[♠ο úΞßΣγΟ
ΜêΚδΚρ ¿ηΟ ΚôΩιƒο ΒûΠϕÕ
Ξ ô Ψ ô Õ −  Τ χ Κ Ζ ô γ ′ ú Υ
Βκ♦ςε′û∴χÏ Ιúς ΙÚ ≅ûΤƒΥô∴
¾ ν ↑ û ∴  ≅ ↓ χ Κ  Β Υ Û λ −
Τ χ Κ Ζ ô γ ′ ♠ ο  Υ ô Ú λ  ♣ ς ϕ Θ ς
ùΞσ°ΥôΖνΚρ ≅οΩν− ΥôÚ9λ ♣ςϕΘ
úΘôο↑ΥûΟϕΘΞνΚρ ≅οΩν− ΣοúΞß
Μ ê Κ ι ƒ ∴ ν  Ι Ú Ξ ú ς ô ù Ο ô Ú Ξ ν
≅ûΤƒΥô∴ Øû[♠ο Ξô ΨΩôλ−
ΒϕƒΥô úΣôτ[ úΞσßûΤ ♥χΚ
Ρ ô γ ⁄ ο  Τ χ Κ Ζ ô γ ′ ú Υ  Ρ λ û Τ
ΙτßΣÓιÕλ−

Βλêτß ↑ΞôΘδΚρ ≅ςΜôδΚ+
ΜØΘ ô Υ  Ξ ô θχ û Κ  Θ ςι ƒτ  Á Õ
↑ûΖÜΚûΖκ  Σσ°ΥÕ−  Α∴ôο
ΤχΚΖôγ′ ≅ςΜôδΚιƒσÏ Φτ∴
ùΜµ€[Õ ΦτΣûΘ ↑Ο Ï⁄ΤχΚÞχÏ
Φτ∴ ùΜµ€[Õ ΦτΣÕ ΤχΚΖôγ′χÏ
ΜôΘΚΤô∴ Ξ←ûΤΥô∴ ↑ΞΘΤôÏλ−
ΤχΚΖôγ′♠τ úΤτûΤΥô∴ Ø⁄ÜΚρ+
ùΣôßκ×♥χΚ ≅ςΜôδΚιûΘ  ùΚôηÓ
Ξςô↑γΟôÛλ ♦[ ≅ςΜôδΚ Øû[ΚûΖ
↑Ο úΤτû ΤΥô ∴Õ − Τχ Κ Ζô γ′
Ï ⁄ Τ χ Κ ↓ τ  ù Κ Ζ ς Ξ ι û Θ
≅ ƒ Κ ↔ χ € [ Õ −  Ρ ô λ  ú Τ ú Ω
↑ΞôƒιΘûΘκ úΣôτß ΤχΚΖôγ′
≅ς′Υο ΜΤιÕΞλ Φτàλ ãιƒςιƒτ
ÁÕ ΑΘôςκΣγÓρΖÕ−

ΒϕƒΥô
ΤχΚΖôγ′ΥôΚ

ΒοΩôΤ←ÚϕΘôο
Φτ∴ ΡΟϕƒÚχÏλ

Ιúς ΡôΟôΚ
úΜνϕƒÚϕÕ

ΒÚκúΣôΤô>
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CHECK
YOUR
PROGRESS

This cartoon was
published in Canada

just before its
parliamentary

elections of 2004.
Everyone, including

the cartoonist,
expected the Liberal
party to win once
again. When the

results came, the
Liberal Party lost the

elections. Is this
cartoon an argument
against democracy or

for democracy?

Rajesh and Muzaffar read an article. It showed that no democracy has ever gone to war with another
democracy. Wars take place only when one of the two governments is non-democratic. The article said
that this was a great merit of democracy. After reading the essay, Rajesh and Muzaffar had different
reactions. Rajesh said that this was not a good argument for democracy. It was just a matter of chance.
It is possible that in future democracies may have wars. Muzaffar said that it could not be a matter of
chance. Democracies take decisions in such a way that it reduces the chances of war. Which of the two
positions do you agree with and why?
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based on the principle of political
equality, on recognising that the
poorest and the least educated has
the same status as the rich and the
educated. People are not subjects of
a ruler, they are the rulers
themselves. Even when they make
mistakes, they are responsible for
their conduct.

Finally, democracy is better than
other forms of government because
it allows us to correct its own
mistakes. As we saw above, there is
no guarantee that mistakes cannot
be made in democracy. No form of
government can guarantee that. The
advantage in a democracy is that
such mistakes cannot be hidden for
long. There is a space for public
discussion on these mistakes. And

there is a room for correction. Either
the rulers have to change their
decisions, or the rulers can be
changed. This cannot happen in a
non-democratic government.

Let us sum it up. Democracy
cannot get us everything and is not
the solution to all problems. But it
is clearly better than any other
alternative that we know. It offers
better chances of a good decision,
it is likely to respect people’s own
wishes and allows different kinds of
people to live together. Even when
it fails to do some of these things, it
allows a way of correcting its
mistakes and offers more dignity to
all citizens. That is why democracy
is considered the best form of
government.
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♥ Κ Ü λ  Γ θ û Τ Υ ô ∴ +  ♥ Κ χ
Ïû[Ξô∴ Κο↑ΥôΖνΚρ Τσßλ
ùΜοΞϕΘνΚρ Κο↑ΥôΖνΚρ ΜΤΤô∴
ΘÏƒûΥ ùΚôη⁄ÚκΣν Φτß ΒÕ
ù Θ ↔ ↑ χ € [ Õ −  Τ χ Κ ρ
Αγ′ΥôΖνΚÞχÏ •θΣ⁄ϕΘΞνΚρ
≅οΩν− ≅ΞνΚúΖ Αγ′ΥôΖνΚρ−
≅ΞνΚρ ΘΞß ùΜµΘôÛλ ≅ΞνΚ↓τ
ùΜΥοΚÞχÏ ≅ΞνΚúΖ ùΣôßκ×
Ξ€κΣν− ΒßƒΥôΚ+ ΤχΚΖôγ′
♦ [  ≅ ς Μ ô δ Κ  Ξ ⁄ Ξ δ Κ û Ζ  ↑ Ο
úΤτûΤΥô∴Õ− Γù∴±ο ΒÕ Θτ
ÑΥ ΘΞßΚûΖ ƒÚιƒχ ùΚôρΞΘσÏ
ΞôµκΣ↓χ€[Õ− Ρôλ úΤúΩ ΚηΟΞôß
ΤχΚΖôγ′♠ο ΘΞßΚρ ΡûΟùΣ[ôÕ
Φτß ∆ßƒΥ↓χΚ Ø⁄ΥôÕ− ΦϕΘ
≅ ς Μ ô δΚ  Ξ ⁄ Ξ Τ ô ♠ à λ  ≅ Θ σ Ï
∆ßƒΥ↓χΚôÕ− ΤχΚΖôγ′♠ο ∆ρΖ
ΡτûΤ Φτ∴ùΞ±ο ΒÕúΣôτ[
ΘΞßΚρ ≅ƒΚΚôΩλ ¿⁄χΚôÕ−

ΒιΘΞßΚρ ÁÕ ùΞ↓κΣûΟΥô∴
↑ΞôΘιƒσÏ Ξôµκ×ρΖÕ− ΘΞßΚûΖ
ƒÚιƒχ ùΚôρΖÜλ Ξôµκ×ρΖÕ−

ΒûΘ ÑÚχ ΚΤôΚ Σôν χΚ Ωô λ−
ΤχΚΖôγ′Υôο ≅û∴ιûΘÙλ ùΣσ°Ο
Ø ⁄ Υ ô Õ −  ≅ û ∴ ι Õ
♦ςεΜû∴ΚÞχÏλ ΒÕúΞ ¾νΞôΚôÕ−
Α∴ôο ♦[ ≅ς′Υο Τôσß Αγ′
Øû[ΚûΖ↑Ο ΤχΚΖôγ′ úΤΩô∴Õ−
ΒÕ ′[ϕΘ ¾ν↑û∴Ùλ ΞôµκûΣÙλ
ΞΨδÏ€[Õ− ΒÕ ΙÚ Ρôγ⁄ο ∆ρΖ
≅ û ∴ ι Õ  Ξ û Κ  Τ χ Κ ↓ τ
úΘûΞΚûΖÙλ ↑ÚκΣδΚûΖÙλ
♣û[úΞσß€[Õ− ′Ω úΘûΞΚûΖ
♣ û [ ú Ξ σ [  Ø ⁄ Υ ô ↑ γ Ο ô Û λ +
Ï⁄ΤχΚûΖ Τƒχ€[Õ− ΑΘΩôο
ΤχΚΖôγ′ ′[ϕΘ Αγ′ Øû[ΥôΚ
ΚÚΘκΣÓ€[Õ−

ΒϕΘ úΚ←ε ′ιƒςλ
1//3ο Κ∴Οô↑ο

ΣôςôÞΤτ[ι
úΘνΘοΚÞχÏ

Øτ∴ν
≅ε′ΟκΣγΟ∴−

ÑΘϕƒς (Liberal)
Κγ′♠∴ν ÁηÓλ
ùΞσ°ùΣßΞν Φ∴

úΚ←ε ′ιƒςλ
ΞûςϕΘΞν ØΘο

≅û∴ΞÚλ
Ρλ♦∴ν− Ø⁄ÜΚρ

ùΞ↓♠γΟúΣôÕ
ÑΘϕƒςχ Κγ′
úΘôσß↑γΟÕ−

ΒχúΚ←ε
′ιƒςιƒÛρΖ

↑ΞôΘλ
ΤχΚΖôγ′χÏ
ΜôΘΚΤô∴Θô>

ΒοûΩ
Φƒςô∴Θô>

ςôú⊥ω Τσßλ Ø⊥ô?Σν ΙÚ ΚûΘûΥκ Σ⁄ιΘ∴ν− ΦϕΘ ΤχΚΖôγ′Ùλ Τσù[ôÚ
ΤχΚΖôγ′ÙΟτ úΣô↔ΟôÕ Φτß ≅Õ ùΘ↔↑ιΘÕ− ΒςηÓ ≅ςΜôδΚδΚ↓ο Ιτß
ΤχΚΖôγ′ΥοΩôΘΘôΚ ΒÚϕΘôο Θôτ úΣôνΚρ ΡûΟùΣßλ− ΒÕ ΤχΚΖôγ′χÏ
ùΣ↔Υ ΡτûΤ Φτß ≅ϕΘ ΚγÓûςχ áß€[Õ− ΚγÓûςûΥ Σ⁄ιΘ ♦τ∴ν Βςôú⊥ω+
Ø⊥Σν Α€úΥô↔τ ΚÚιÕΚρ úΞßΣγ⁄ÚϕΘ∴− ΒÕ ΤχΚΖôγ′χÏ ′[ϕΘ ↑ΞôΘλ
≅οΩ Φτß Βςôú⊥ω á°∴ôτ− ΒÕ ΒΥοΣôΚ ΡûΟùΣσ[Õ− ΦƒνΚôΩιƒο
ΤχΚΖôγ′ΚÞχ€ûΟúΥ úΣôνΚρ ΡûΟùΣ[Ωôλ− Α∴ôο ΒÕ Õ↓ΥΖÜλ ΒΥοΣôΚ
ΡûΟùΣ[↑οûΩ Φτß Ø⊥ô?Σν á°∴ôτ− úΣôν ΡûΟùΣßλ ΞôµκûΣ Ïû[χÏλ
↑ΘΤôΚ ΤχΚΖôγ′Κρ Ø⁄ÜΚρ ΦÓχÏλ− ΒϕΘ Βςη⁄ο ΦϕΘ ↑ΞôΘιûΘ ¿
ΑΘ↔κΣôµ> Γτ>

ΞôχΚΖôνΚΖô∴ ΡôδΚρ
úΚôΣΤôΚ ∆ρúΖôλ− Β± ΒûΘ
′°Õλ Μ€ιÕχùΚôρΖΤôγúΟôλ

ÑΘϕƒςΞôƒΚρ ♥ΚÜλ
≅ΚδΚôςιÕΟτ ∆ρΖ∴ν

≅ΞνΚρ ≅ςΜôδΚιƒτ
ÁƒÚϕΘ ΦδΚρ Ρλ♦χûΚûΥ

∆ûΟιΘ∴ν

≅ΞνΚρ ΦδΚρ ΣΠιûΘ
ƒÚ⁄∴ν

⊥øτ 17ο Κ∴Οô Ρôγ⁄∴ν Φτ∴
ùΜµΞν ΦτΣûΘ ùΜµÕ ΚôγÓúΞôλ−

≅ΞνΚûΖúΥ ÁηÓλ
≅ƒΚôςιƒσÏ ùΚôηÓΞς

ΞôχΚ↓χΚκúΣô€ú[ôλ−

ΒχúΚ←ε
′ιƒςιûΘκ
Σ⁄χΚÜλ

∆δΚÞûΟΥ
Øτú∴σ[ιûΘ

úΜôƒιÕ
ùΚôρÞδΚρ
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1.4 B1.4 B1.4 B1.4 B1.4 BROADERROADERROADERROADERROADER     MEANMEANMEANMEANMEAN-----
INGSINGSINGSINGSINGS     OOOOOFFFFF     DEMOCRDEMOCRDEMOCRDEMOCRDEMOCRACACACACACYYYYY
In this chapter we have considered
the meaning of democracy in a
limited and descriptive sense. We
have understood democracy as a
form of government. This way of
defining democracy helps us to
identify a clear set of minimal
features that a democracy must
have. The most common form that
democracy takes in our times is that
of a representative democracy. You
have already read about this in the
previous classes. In the countries we
call democracy, all the people do not
rule. A majority is allowed to take
decisions on behalf of all the people.

Even the majority does not rule
directly. The majority of people rule
through their elected representatives.
This become necessary because:
Modern democracies involve such

a large number of people that it is
physically impossible for them to
sit together and take a collective
decision.

Even if they could, the citizen
does not have the time, the desire
or the skills to take part in all the
decisions.
This gives us a clear but minimal

understanding of democracy. This
clarity helps us to distinguish
democracies from non-democracies.
But it does not allow us to
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This famous cartoon
by R K Laxman

comments on the
celebrations of the fifty

years of
independence. How
many images on the

wall do you recognize?
Do many common

people feel the way the
common man in this

cartoon does?
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 ×ΚθùΣσ[ úΚ←ε
′ιƒς ϑ↑Υν

ƒÚ+Αν−úΚ−ΩψΤτ
Θτ ΚÚιƒû∴

ùΞ↓κΣÓιƒ∴ôν−
ÑΞ↔τ ÁÕ

ΦιΘû∴
′ιƒςδΚûΖ

∆τ∴ôο
ΚôΠØ⁄€[Õ>

Βƒο ∆ρΖ
ΜôΘôςΠ

Τ±ΘνΚûΖκ úΣôο
ΜØΘôΥιƒο ∆ρΖ
ΜôΘôςΠ Τ±ΘνΚρ

∆ρΖ∴ςô>
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0−3 ΤχΚΖôγ′♠τ ↑↔Ξô∴
ùΣôÚρ9
ΒϕΘ ≅ιƒΥôΥιƒο Ρôλ ΤχΚΖôγ′♠τ
ùΣôÚûΖ Ξςλ♦σÏγΣ γΟ ↑↔Ξô∴
ΚÚιÕΚÞΟτ ΣôνιúΘôλ− ΤχΚΖôγ′ûΥ
ϑν ≅ςΜôδΚλ Ξ⁄Ξλ ΦτΣûΘ Ρôλ ×↔ϕÕ
ùΚôηúΟôλ− ΤχΚΖôγ′ûΥ ΞûςΥû[
ùΜµΞΘσÏ ΒϕΘ Øû[ ΤχΚΖôγ′χÏ
ΒÚχΚúΞη⁄Υ Ïû[ϕΘ ΣγΜ Ση×ΚûΖ
≅ ° ΞΘ σ Ï  Ρ Τ χÏ  Õ û Π ×↔ € [ Õ −
ΡλØûΟΥ ΚôΩιƒο ΤχΚΖôγ′♠τ
ù Σ ô Õ Ξ ô ∴  Ξ ⁄ Ξ λ  ♦ ς ƒ ♣ ƒ ι Õ Ξ
ΤχΚΖôγ′+ ¿δΚρ ΓσΚ∴úΞ ΒûΘκΣσ°
ØϕûΘΥ ΞÏκ♦ο Σ⁄ι¾νΚρ− Ρôλ
ΤχΚΖôγ′ Φτß ≅ûΨιÕχùΚôρÞλ
Ρ ô Ó Κ ↓ ο  Τ χ Κ ρ  ≅ û ∴ Ξ Ú λ
ΑΖΤôγΟôνΚρ− ùΣÚλΣôτûΤΥô∴ΞνΚρ
ΤχΚρ ≅û∴Ξ↔τ Θςκ♦ο Ø⁄ÜΚρ
Φ Ó κ Σ ν −  Β κ ù Σ Ú λΣ ô τû Τ♠ ∴Ú λ
úΡς⁄ΥôΚ ΑΖΤôγΟôνΚρ− ΒκùΣÚλ
ΣôτûΤΥô∴ΞνΚρ ΘôδΚρ úΘνϕùΘÓιΘ

♦ςƒ♣ƒΚρ Ξô♠ΩôΚ ΑρΞν−

ΒÕ úΘûΞΥô∴Õ− Γù∴±ο−−−−
< ΡÅ∴ ΤχΚΖôγ′Κ↓ο ΤχΚρ ùΘôûΚ

≅ƒΚΤôΚ ΒÚκΣΘôο ΒΥοΣôΚ
≅û∴ΞÚλ úΜνϕÕ ϑ↔Οιƒο ≅ΤνϕÕ
áγÓ Ø⁄Ü ΦÓκΣÕ ΒΥΩôΘ ùΜΥο−

< »» ≅πΞôß  ùΜµΥ  ΒΥτ[ôÛλ+  Ï⁄
ΤχΚÞχÏ ≅û∴ιÕ Ø⁄ÜΚ↓Ûλ
ΚΩϕÕùΚôρΞΘσÏ úΡςλ+ ↑ÚκΣλ
≅οΩÕ ƒ[τΚρ ΒοûΩ−

  ΒÕ ΡΤχÏ ΤχΚΖôγ′ Σσ° ùΘ↓Ξô∴
Ïû[ϕΘΣγΜ ↑→κ×ΠνûΞ ΘÚ€[Õ−
ΤχΚΖôγ′ΚûΖ ΤχΚΖôγ′ ≅οΩôΘ
ΡôÓΚ↓←ÚϕÕ úΞßΣÓιÕΞΘσÏ
Β ι ù Θ ↓ Ü ι  Θ τû Τ  Ρ Τ χ Ï
Õ û Π× ↔ € [ Õ −  Α ∴ ô ο
Τ χ Κ Ζ ô γ ′ χ Ï λ +  Ι Ú  ′ [ ϕ Θ
Τ χ Κ Ζ ô γ ′χ Ï ♥ û Ο ú Υ  ∆ ρ Ζ
úΞσßûΤûΥι ùΘ↔ϕÕ ùΚôρΞΘσÏ
ΞôµκûΣι ΘςôÕ− ≅ςΜôδΚιƒτ
ù Μ Υ ο ƒ [ τ Κ û Ζ  ù Σ ô ß ι ú Θ
ΤχΚΖôγ′ûΥ ×↔ϕÕ ùΚôρΞΘσÏ
ΒÕ ΞôµκΣ↓χÏλ ≅ΘσÏ úΤο
á[ôÕ− ΒΘσΚôΚ Ρôλ ΤχΚΖôγ′♠τ

ΒχúΚ←ε
′ιƒςιûΘκ
Σ⁄χΚÜλ−

ΙσßûΤ+ ΤχΚΖôγ′+ ΤΘΜôν♦τûΤ+ ΜΤιÕΞλ
ùΘô→ο Øτú∴σ[λ+ ùΣôÚΖôΘôς

ΞΖνε′+Ξô∞Κλ+≅ΥοΡôγÓ ∆Θ↑+ ΓσßΤƒ
≅ƒΚ↔κ× ΦδΚÞχÏ ΣΥΠλ ùΜµÙλ ΚôνΚρ +

Κ±∞Κρ+ ≅ûΩúΣ′Κρ+ úΣ⊥νΚρ úΣôτ[ûΞ
  ∆ρΖ∴−Φ∴úΞ ≅σ×ΘΤô∴ Øτú∴σ[λ ∆ρΖÕ−
            ΒκúΣôÕ ΡôδΚρ ΓθûΤûΥ Ι→χΚ
            úΞηÓùΤτßλ+ Ï⁄¿ν ÅγÓΞΜƒ+
                 ∆ΠÜ+ Σρ↓χáΟδΚρ+
               ΤÚιÕΞΤû∴Κρ úΣôτ[Ξσû[

                ΞΨδΚ úΞηÓùΤτß
                 Ø⁄Ü ùΜµÕρúΖôλ−

4/ ′[κΣô∴

Α
η

ÓΚρ
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distinguish between a democracy
and a good democracy. It does not
allow us to see the operation of
democracy beyond government. For
this we need to turn to broader
meanings of democracy.

Sometimes we use democracy for
organisations other than the
government. Just read these
statements:
 “We are a very democratic family.

Whenever a decision has to be taken,
we all sit down and arrive at a
consensus. My opinion matters as much
as my father’s.”

 “I don’t like teachers who do not allow
students to speak and ask questions in
the class. I would like to have teachers
with democratic temperament.”

 “One leader and his family members
decide everything in this party. How
can they talk of democracy?”
These ways of using the word

democracy go back to its basic
sense of a method of taking
decisions. A democratic decision
involves consultation with and
consent of all those who are affected
by that decision. Those who are not
powerful have the same say in
taking the decision as those who are
powerful. This can apply to a
government or a family or any other
organisation. Thus democracy is
also a principle that can be applied
to any sphere of life.

Sometimes we use the word
democracy not to describe any
existing government but to set up
an ideal standard that all
democracies must aim to become:
 “True democracy will come to this

country only when no one goes hungry
to bed.”

 “In a democracy every citizen must be
able to play equal role in decision
making. For this you don’t need just
an equal right to vote. Every citizen
needs to have equal information, basic
education, equal resources and a lot

of commitment.”
If we take these ideals seriously,

then no country in the world is a
democracy. Yet an understanding
of democracy as an ideal reminds
us of why we value democracy. It
enables us to judge an existing
democracy and identify its
weaknesses. It helps us to
distinguish between a minimal
democracy and a good democracy.

In this book we do not deal much
with this expanded notion of
democracy. Our focus here is with
some core institutional features of
democracy as a form of government.
Next year you will read more about
a democratic society and ways of
evaluating our democracy. At this
stage we just need to note that
democracy can apply to many
spheres of life and that democracy
can take many forms. There can be
various ways of taking decisions in
a democratic manner, as long as the
basic principle of consultation on
an equal basis is accepted. The
most common form of democracy in
today’s world is rule through
people’s elected representatives. We
shall read more about that in
Chapter 3. But if the community is
small, there can be other ways of
taking democratic decisions. All
the people can sit together and take
decisions directly. This is how
Gram Sabha should work in a
village. Can you think of some other
democratic ways of decision making?

A C T I V I T Y

Find out the total number of eligible voters in your
assembly constituency and your parliamentary
constituency. Find out how many people can fit
into the largest stadium in your area. Is it possible
for all the voters in your parliamentary or assembly
constituency to sit together and have a meaningful
discussion?

In my village the
Gram Sabha never
meets. Is that
democratic?



185ΤχΚΖôγ′ Φτ[ôο Φτ∴> ΤχΚΖôγ′ Γτ úΘûΞ>

↑ ↔Ξ ô ∴  ù Σ ô Ú û Ζ
ùΘ↔ϕÕùΚôρΖúΞηÓλ−
′Ω ΜΤΥδΚ↓ο ≅ςΜôδΚιƒσÏ

ΤγÓ♥τ° ♣ßΞ∴δΚÞχÏ ùΘôΟνΣôΚÜλ
Τ χ Κ Ζ ô γ ′  Φ à λ  ù Μ ô ο û Ω
Σ Υτ Σ Ó ιÕ ú Ξ ô λ −  • θ χ Κ ôÔ λ
↑ΖχΚδΚûΖκ Σ⁄χΚÜλ−
< Φ δ Κ Þ û Ο Υ Õ  ♥ Κ Ü λ
ΤχΚΖôγ′Υ⁄κΣûΟ♠Ωô∴ ÏÓλΣλ− Ø⁄Ü
ΦÓχΚúΞη⁄Υ úΣôùΘοΩôλ ΡôδΚρ
≅ û ∴ Ξ Ú λ  ∆ γ Κ ô ν ϕ Õ  Ι Ú ♥ ι Θ
ΚÚιƒσÏ ΞÚúΞôλ− ΦδΚρ ΘϕûΘ♠τ
ΚÚιƒσÏ ∆ρΖ Τ↔ΥôûΘúΥ Φτ
ΚÚιƒσÏλ ∆ρΖÕ−
< ΞÏκΣû[♠ο ΤôΠΞνΚûΖ úΣΜ↑ΟôΘ
↑∴ôχΚûΖ úΚγΚ↑ΟôΘ Α′↔ΥνΚûΖ
Ρôτ ↑ÚλΣΤôγúΟτ− ΤχΚΖôγ′ ÏΠλ
ùΚôηΟ Α′↔ΥνΚûΖ Ρôτ ↑Úλ×úΞτ−
< ΙÚ ΘûΩΞτ+ ≅ΞàûΟΥ ÏÓλΣ
∆ßκ♦∴νΚúΖ ΒχΚγ′♠ο ΙπùΞôÚ
ΚÚιûΘÙλ Ø⁄Ü ùΜµΞν− ≅ΞνΚρ
ΤχΚΖôγ′ Σσ° ΦπΞôß úΣÑΞν>
ΤχΚΖôγ′ Φτàλ ùΜôο Øχ€ΥΤôΚ
Ø ⁄ Ü Κ ρ  Φ Ó χ Ï λ  Ø û [ Ù Ο τ
ùΘôΟν×ûΟΥÕ ΒχΚÚιûΘ ΑςôµúΞôλ−
ΙÚ ΤχΚΖôγ′ Ø⁄↑ο ≅ϕΘ Ø⁄↑ο
♦ςΣΩΤô∴Ξν ≅û∴Ξ↔ΟØλ ≅°Üûς
ùΣßΘο ≅ΞνΚ↓τ Ικ×ΘûΩκ ùΣßΘο
Α€ΥûΞ ΡûΟùΣßλ− ΒϕΘ Ø⁄ûΞ
ΦÓκΣƒο ≅ƒΚ Ασ[ο ♥χΚΞνΚÞχÏλ
Ïû[Ξô∴ Ασ[ο ♥χΚΞνΚÞχÏλ Ιúς
↑ΘΤô∴ Øχ€ΥιÕΞλ ΘςκΣÓλ− ΒÕ ϑν
≅ςΜôδΚ ιƒσÏ+ ΙÚ ÏÓ λΣ ιƒσÏ
≅οΩÕ ΙÚ ♣ßΞ∴ιƒσÏλ ùΣôÚϕÕλ−
Φ∴úΞ ΤχΚΖôγ′ ΦτΣÕ ΞôθχûΚ♠ο
ΦϕΘ ùΣôÚϕÕλ ãιƒςΤôÏλ− ′Ω
Μ Τ Υ δ Κ ↓ ο  Τ χ Κ Ζ ô γ′  Φ τ à λ
ù Μ ô ο û Ω  Θ σ ú Σ ô Õ ρ Ζ  Φ ϕ Θ
≅ςΜôδΚιûΘÙλ ↑Ξ↔κΣΘσÏ ≅τ°
≅û∴ιÕ ΤχΚΖôγ′ ΡôÓΚρ ΒΩγ′ΥΤôΚ
ûΞιÕχùΚôηÓ Τôσ[λ ≅ûΟΥúΞη⁄Υ
Ι Ú  ′ [ ϕ Θ  Θ ς ι û Θ  Γ σ Σ Ó ι ƒ χ
ùΚôρΞΘσÏ Ρôλ ΣΥτΣÓιÕ€ú[ôλ−
< Φ ϕ Θ  Θ ±  Τ ± Θ à λ  Σ ′ ♠ τ °
ΣÓχûΚχÏ ùΜοÛλúΣôÕ ΤγÓúΤ
ΒϕΡôγ⁄ο ∆ηûΤΥô∴ ΤχΚΖôγ′
¿⁄χÏλ−
< ΤχΚΖôγ′♠ο ΙπùΞôÚ Ï⁄ΤΚàλ
Ø⁄Ü ΦÓκ Σƒο ΜΤΤô∴ Σδ€ û∴
Ξ€χΚúΞηÓλ− ΒΘσÏ ∆δΚÞχÏ
úΞη⁄ΥÕ ΞôχÏ↔ûΤ ΤγÓΤοΩ−
ΙπùΞôÚ Ï⁄ΤΚàχÏλ ΜΤΤô∴ ΘΚΞο
ΞΜƒ+ ≅⁄κΣûΟχ Κο↑+ ΞΖδΚρ ΜΤΤôΚ
€ûΟιΘο+ ØÝ ≅νκΣ∞κ× Α€ΥûΞ
úΘûΞ− Ρôλ ΒϕΘ ΒΩγ′ΥδΚûΖúΥ
Øχ€ΥΤôΚ ΦÓιÕχùΚôηΟôο

∆δΚρ ΜγΟΤτ[ι ùΘôÏƒ+
ΣôςôÞΤτ[ι ùΘôÏƒ♠ο ΘÏƒ ùΣσ[
ù Τ ô ι Θ  Ξ ô χ Κ Ζ ô ν Κ↓ τ
Φη∞χûΚûΥι ùΘ↔ϕÕχùΚôρΖÜλ+
∆ δ Κρ  Σ Ïƒ ♠ ο  ♥ Κ κ ù Σ ↔ Υ
↑ûΖΥôγΟςδÏΚ↓ο ΦιΘû∴ úΣν
≅Τς Ø⁄Ùλ ΦτΣûΘι ùΘ↔ϕÕ
ùΚôρΖÜλ− ∆δΚρ ΣôςôÞΤτ[
≅ ο ΩÕ  Μγ Ο Τ τ [ι  ù Θ ôÏ ƒ ♠ τ
ΞôχΚôΖνΚρ ≅û∴ΞÚλ ϑ↔Οιƒο
≅ΤνϕÕ ùΣôÚÞρΖ ↑ΞôΘδΚûΖ
ΡΟιΘ ΒΥÛΤô>

ùΜΥοΣôÓ

ΦδΚÞûΟΥ
€ςôΤιƒο
€ςôΤΜûΣ

ΦκùΣôÝÕλ
áÓΞƒοûΩ−

≅Õ
⊥∴ΡôΥΚΤô>

∆Ω€ο ΦϕΘ ΡôÓλ ΤχΚΖôγ′ ΑΚôÕ−
Α∴ôο ΤχΚΖôγ′ûΥ ΙÚ Ωγ′Υ♥χΚÕ
Φ τß  × ↔ ϕ Õ  ù Κ ô η Ο ô ο  Ρ ô λ
Τ χ Κ Ζ ô γ ′ χ Ï  Γ τ  Β πΞ Ζ Ü
Τ ƒ κ Σ ↓ χ € ú [ ô λ  Φ τ Σ Õ  × ↔ Ù λ −
Θ σ ú Σ ô û Θ Υ  Τ χ Κ Ζ ô γ ′ ♠ τ
ù Μ Υ ο ú Σ ô χ € û ∴ Ù λ  ≅ Θ τ
ΣΩÅ∴δΚûΖÙλ ùΘ↔ϕÕùΚôρΞΘσÏ
ΡΤχÏ ÕûΠ×↔€[Õ− ΒÕ Ïû[ÙûΟΥ
Τ χ ΚΖ ô γ ′χ Ï λ  ′[ ϕ Θ
ΤχΚΖôγ′χÏ♥ûΟúΥ ∆ρΖ úΞßΣôγûΟ
≅°Υ ÕûΠ×↔€[Õ−
ΒϕΘ è←ο ΤχΚΖôγ′ Σσ°Υ ↑↔Ξô∴
ùΣôÚûΖ Ρôλ ΣôνχΚκúΣôΞƒοûΩ− ϑν
≅ςΜôδΚ Ξ⁄ΞΤôΚ ΤχΚΖôγ′♠τ ÁÕ
ΒδÏ ΚΞ∴λ ùΜÛιΘκΣÓ€[Õ ΞÚλ
Αη⁄ο ¿δΚρ ΤχΚΖôγ′ ΜØΘôΥλ
Σσ°Ùλ+ ΤχΚΖôγ′ûΥ ΤƒκÀÓ ùΜµÙλ
Øû[ΚûΖκ Σσ°Ùλ ↑↔ΞôΚ ΚσΚκ
úΣô€ÈνΚρ−
Β ϕ Θ  ♣ û Ω ♠ ο  Τ χ Κ Ζ ô γ ′ Υ ∴ ô Õ
Ξ ô θ χ û Κ ♠ τ  Σ Ω Õ û [ Κ Þ χ Ï κ
ùΣôÚϕÕΞΘôο ΤχΚΖôγ′♠τ ΣοúΞß
Ξ⁄ΞδΚûΖ ♦τΣσ[Ωôλ Φτß Ρôλ
ΚΞ±χΚúΞηÓλ− ΜΤΤô∴ ≅⁄κΣûΟ♠ο
≅°Üûς ùΣßΘο Φτàλ ≅⁄κΣûΟ
ãιƒςιû Θ ΓσßχùΚôρ Þλ Ξûς
ΤχΚΖôγ′ Øû[♠ο Ø⁄ÜΚρ ΦÓκΣΘσÏ
ΣοúΞß Ξ→Øû[Κρ ΒÚχΚΩôλ−
Βτû[Υ ∆Ω€τ ΤχΚΖôγ′♠τ ♥ΚÜλ
ù Σ ô Õ Ξ ô ∴  Ξ ⁄ Ξ λ  Τ χ ΚΖ ô ο
úΘνϕùΘÓχΚκΣγΟ ♦ςƒ♣ƒΚρ Ξô♠ΩôΚ
ΑÞΘο ¿δΚρ ≅ûΘκΣσ° êτ[ôλ
≅ιƒΥôΥιƒο ↑↔ΞôΚ ΚσΚΩôλ− Α∴ôο
ΜêΚλ ′°ΥùΘ±ο ΤχΚΖôγ′ ΜêΚλ
Ø⁄ÜΚρ ΦÓκΣΘσÏ úΞß Øû[Κρ
ΒÚχΚΩôλ− ΤχΚρ ≅û∴ΞÚλ úΜνϕÕ
≅ΤνϕÕ úΡς⁄ΥôΚ Ø⁄ÜΚûΖ ΦÓχΚΩôλ−
€ςôΤιƒο €ςôΤ ΜûΣ ΒúΘ úΣôτß
ΡûΟùΣ[úΞηÓλ− Ø⁄ÜΚρ ΦÓχÏλ
Τσ[ ΤχΚΖôγ′ Ξ→Øû[Κρ Σσ°
¿δΚρ ′ϕƒκÀνΚΖô>
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1 Here is some information about four countries. Based on this
information, how would you classify each of these countries. Write
‘democratic’, ‘undemocratic’ or ‘not sure’ against each of these.
a Country A: People who do not accept the country’s official religion

do not have a right to vote.
b Country B: The same party has been winning elections for the

last twenty years.
c Country C: Ruling party has lost in the last three elections.
d Country D: There is no independent election commission.

2 Here is some information about four countries. Based on this
information, how would you classify each of these countries. Write
‘democratic’, ‘undemocratic’ or ‘not sure’ against each of these.
a Country P: The parliament cannot pass a law about the army

without the consent of the Chief of Army.
b Country Q: The parliament cannot pass a law reducing the powers

of the judiciary.
c Country R: The country’s leaders cannot sign any treaty with

another country without taking permission from its neighbouring
country.

d Country S: All the major economic decisions about the country
are taken by officials of the central bank which the ministers
cannot change.

3 Which of these is not a good argument in favour of democracy? Why?
a People feel free and equal in a democracy.
b Democracies resolve conflict in a better way than others.
c Democratic government is more accountable to the people.
d Democracies are more prosperous than others.

exercises

This also means that no country
is a perfect democracy. The features
of democracy that we discussed in
this chapter provide only the
minimum conditions of a
democracy. That does not make it
an ideal democracy. Every
democracy has to try to realise the
ideals of a democratic decision-
making. This cannot be achieved
once and for all. This requires a
constant effort to save and
strengthen democratic forms of
decision-making. What we do as
citizens can make a difference to
making our country more or less
democratic. This is the strength and
the weakness of democracy: the fate

of the country depends not just on
what the rulers do, but mainly on
what we, as citizens, do.

This is what distinguished
democracy from other governments.
Other forms of government like
monarchy, dictatorship or one-party
rule do not require all citizens to
take part in politics. In fact most
non-democratic governments
would like citizens not to take part
in politics. But democracy depends
on active political participation by
all the citizens. That is why a study
of democracy must focus on
democratic politics.
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1. ΒδÏ ΡôτÏ ΡôÓΚρ Σσ° ′Ω ΘΚΞοΚρ ΘςκΣγÓρΖ∴− ΒιΘΚΞ←τ ≅⁄κΣûΟ♠ο
¿δΚρ ΒϕΘ ΙπùΞôÚ ΡôγûΟÙλ ΦπΞôß ΞûΚκΣÓιÕÅνΚρ> ΒΞσ°ο ΙπùΞôτ°τ

Φƒúς ΤχΚΖôγ′ ΜôνϕΘ+ ΤχΚΖôγ′ Μôςô ≅οΩÕ á[ ΒΥΩôÕ Φτß ΦÝΘÜλ−

∋≅( A ΡôÓ Ρôγ⁄τ Αγ′ ΤΘιûΘ ΓσΚôΘΞνΚÞχÏ ΞôχÏ↔ûΤ ΒοûΩ−

∋Α( B ΡôÓ ΚΟϕΘ 1/ ΑηÓΚΖôΚ úΘνΘ←ο Ιúς Κγ′ ùΞτ[Õ−

∋Β( C ΡôÓ ΚΟϕΘ êτß úΘνΘοΚ↓ο ΑÞδ Κγ′ úΘôσß↑γΟÕ−

∋Χ( D ΡôÓ ÑΘϕƒς úΘνΘο ΑûΠΥλ ΒοûΩ−

2. ΒδÏ ΡôτÏ ΡôÓΚρ Σσ° ′Ω ΘΚΞοΚρ ΘςκΣγÓρΖ∴− ΒιΘΚΞ←τ ≅⁄κΣûΟ♠ο
¿δΚρ ΙπùΞôÚ ΡôγûΟÙλ ΦπΞôß ΞûΚκΣÓιÕÅνΚρ ΒΞσ°ο ΙπùΞôτ°τ

ΦƒςôΚ !ΤχΚΖôγ′ ΜôνϕΘ&+ ΤχΚΖôγ′ ΜôςôΘ& ≅οΩÕ !á[ ΒΥΩôÕ& Φτß ΦÝΘÜλ−

∋≅( P ΡôÓ 9 ΒςôÔΞιΘûΩûΤ ≅ƒΚô↔ ≅àΤƒ♠τ° ΣôςôÞΤτ[λ ΒςôÔΞιûΘ

Σσ° ΜγΟλ ΒΥσ[ôÕ−

∋Α( Q ΡôÓ 9 ¿ƒι Õû[♠τ ≅ƒΚôςδΚûΖ Ïû[χÏλ ΜγΟιûΘ ΣôςôÞΤτ[λ

ΓσΚôÕ−

∋Β( R ΡôÓ9 Ρôγ⁄τ ΘûΩΞνΚρ ≅ΞνΚ↓τ ≅ηûΟ Ρôγ⁄τ ≅àΤƒ♠τ° Τσù[ôÚ

ΡôγÓΟτ Φπ↑Θ ΙκΣϕΘλ ÁÕλ ûΚùΥÝιƒΟôÕ

∋Χ( S ΡôÓ 9 ΡôγûΟκ Σσ°Υ ≅û∴ιÕ Øχ€Υ ùΣôÚΖôΘôς Ø⁄ÜΚûΖ ΤιƒΥ

Ξδ€ ≅ƒΚô↔Κρ ΦÓκΣν− ΒΞσû[ ≅ûΤεΜνΚΖôÛλ Τôσ[ ΒΥΩôÕ−

3. •θχΚηΟΞσ°ο ΦÕ ΤχΚΖôγ′χÏ ΜôΘΚΤô∴ ↑ΞôΘλ ≅οΩ> Γτ>

    ΤχΚΖôγ′♠ο ΤχΚρ ÑΘϕƒςΤôΚÜλ+ ΜΤΤôΚÜλ ΒÚκΣν−

     ΤχΚΖôγ′Κρ Τσ[Ξσû[↑Ο úΤτûΤΥô∴ Øû[♠ο úΣôςôγΟδΚûΖ ¾νχ€τ[∴−

   ΤχΚΖôγ′ ≅ςΜôδΚλ ΤχΚÞχÏ ùΣôßκ× Ξ€κΣƒο ′[ϕÕ ↑ΖδÏ€[Õ−

   ΤχΚΖôγ′Κρ Τσ[Ξσû[↑Ο ùΜοΞ ΞΖ♥χΚûΞ−

Σ♠σ′Κρ

ΦϕΘ ΡôÓλ ØÝûΤΥô∴ ΤχΚΖôγ′ ≅οΩ
ΦτΣÕ ΒΘτ ùΣôÚρ− ΒϕΘ ≅ιƒΥôιƒο
Ρôλ ↑Ξ↔ιΘ ΤχΚΖôγ′♠τ Ση×Κρ+
Τ χ Κ Ζ ô γ ′ ♠ τ  Ï û [ ϕ Θ Σ γ Μ
ãθ♣ûΩΚûΖ ΤγÓúΤ ΞΨδÏ€τ[∴−
ΒÕ ΙÚ ′[ϕΘ ΤχΚΖôγ′ Φτß
Κ Ú Θ ú Ξ η ⁄ Υ  ≅ Ξ ′ Υ λ  Β ο û Ω −
ΙπùΞôÚ ΤχΚΖôγ′Ùλ ΤχΚΖôγ′
Øû[♠Ωô∴ Ø⁄Ü ùΜµÙλ ≅ƒΚôςιƒτ
ΒΩγ′ΥδΚûΖ ≅°ΞΘσÏ ØΥσ′χΚ
úΞηÓλ−  ΒÕ  Ιúς  Øû[♠ο  ΜôƒχΚ
ΒΥΩôÕ− ΤχΚΖôγ′ ≅⁄κΣûΟ♠Ωô∴
Ø⁄ÜΚρ ΦÓχÏλ ùΜΥο Øû[ûΥ
ΚôκΣôσ° Ξ←ûΤùΣ[ε ùΜµΞΘσÏ
ùΘôΟνε′Υô∴ ØΥσ′ úΘûΞ− Ï⁄ΤχΚΖôΚ
Ρλ ΚΟûΤΚûΖ ùΜΥσΣÓιÕλ Øû[ûΥ
ùΣôßιÕ Ρλ ΡôÓ ∆ΥνϕΘ ΤχΚΖôγ′Υô+
Θ ô θ Ξ ô ∴  Τ χ ΚΖ ô γ ′ Υ ô  Φτ Σ Õ
Ø⁄ÜùΜµΥκΣÓλ− ΒÕúΞ ΤχΚΖôγ′♠τ
Ξ←ûΤ Τσßλ ΣΩÅ∴λ− ΙÚ Ρôγ⁄τ
ΦƒνΚôΩλ

Αγ′ΥôΖ νΚ↓ τ ùΜ ΥσΣ ôÓΚû Ζκ
ùΣôÚιÕ ΤγÓ♥τ° Ï⁄ΤχΚΖôΚ Ρôλ
Φτ ∴ ùΜµ € ú [ ôλ Φ τΣ Θ τ ÁÕ
Øχ€ΥΤôΚ ΑΘôςκΣγÓρΖÕ−
Β Õ ú Ξ  Τ χ Κ Ζ ô γ ′χ Ï λ +  ♦ [
≅ςΜôδΚδΚÞχÏλ ΒûΟúΥ ∆ρΖ
úΞßΣôγûΟ ùΘ↔↑χ€[Õ− Ø⁄Υôγ′+
ΜνΞôƒΚôςλ Ισû[χ Κγ′ Αγ′ úΣôτ[
♦[ ≅ςΜôδΚ Ξ⁄ΞδΚ↓ο ΤχΚρ
≅ û ∴Ξ Úλ  ≅ ς ′Υ ←ο  Σδ Ï ù Σ [
úΞη⁄Υ ≅Ξ′Υ♥οûΩ− ∆ηûΤ♠ο
Σ ο ú Ξ ß  Τ χ Κ Ζ ô γ ′  ≅ οΩ ô Θ
≅ςΜôδΚδΚρ ΘδΚÞûΟΥ Ï⁄ΤχΚρ
≅ ς ′ Υο  Σ δ Ï ù Σ [ χ á Ο ô Õ  Φ τß
ΚÚÕ€τ[∴− Ï⁄ΤχΚρ ≅û∴ΞÚλ
≅ς′Υ←ο ÑßÑßκΣôΚ ΣδúΚσΣΘτ ÁÕ
ΤχΚΖôγ′♠τ ùΞσ° ΑΘôςκΣγÓρΖÕ−
Φ∴ú Ξ ΤχΚΖ ôγ ′ Σσ °Υ Α µÜ
ΤχΚΖôγ′ ≅ς′Υ←τ ÁÕ ΚΞ∴λ
ùΜÛιΘ úΞηÓλ−
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4 Each of these statements contains a democratic and an undemocratic
element. Write out the two separately for each statement.
a A minister said that some laws have to be passed by the parliament

in order to conform to the regulations decided by the World Trade
Organisation (WTO).

b The Election Commission ordered re-polling in a constituency
where large-scale rigging was reported.

c Women’s representation in the parliament has barely reached 10
per cent. This led women’s organisations to demand one-third
seats for women.

5 Which of these is not a valid reason for arguing that there is a lesser
possibility of famine in a democratic country?
a Opposition parties can draw attention to hunger and starvation.
b Free press can report suffering from famine in different parts of

the country.
c Government fears its defeat in the next elections.
d People are free to believe in and practise any religion.

6 There are 40 villages in a district where the government has made
no provision for drinking water. These villagers met and considered
many methods of forcing the government to respond to their need.
Which of these is not a democratic method?
a Filing a case in the courts claiming that water is part of right to
life.
b Boycotting the next elections to give a message to all parties.
c Organising public meetings against government’s policies.
d Paying money to government officials to get water.

7 Write a response to the following arguments against democracy:
a Army is the most disciplined and corruption-free organisation in

the country. Therefore army should rule the country.
b Rule of the majority means the rule of ignorant people. What we

need is the rule of the wise, even if they are in small numbers.
c If we want religious leaders to guide us in spiritual matters, why

not invite them to guide us in politics as well. The country should
be ruled by religious leaders.

8 Are the following statements in keeping with democracy as a
value? Why?
a Father to daughter: I don’t want to hear your opinion about your

marriage. In our family children marry where the parents tell them
to.

b Teacher to student: Don’t disturb my concentration by asking me
questions in the classroom.

c Employee to the officer: Our working hours must be reduced
according to the law. e
x
e
rc

is
e
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4. Βπ↑ΖχΚδΚ↓ο ΙπùΞôτßλ ΤχΚΖôγ′+ ΤχΚΖôγ′ ≅οΩôΘ áßΚûΖι
ùΚôηÓρΖ∴− ΙπùΞôÚ Ξôχ€ΥιƒσÏλ Βςη⁄û∴ Θ±ιΘ±ΥôΚ ΦÝΘÜλ−
   ∆ΩΚ Ξ∞Κ ≅ûΤκ× (WTO) ♣νΠ♠ιΘ ↑ƒØû[ΚÞχúΚσΣ ′Ω

ΜγΟδΚûΖ ΣôςôÞΤτ[λ Ικ×χ ùΚôρΖúΞηÓλ Φ∴ ϑν ≅ûΤεΜν
á°∴ôν−

   úΣςΖ↑ο úΘνΘο Øû[úΚÓΚρ ΡΟϕΘ ΜγΟΤτ[ι ùΘôÏƒ♠ο Τß
úΘνΘο ΡΟιΘúΞηÓùΤτß úΘνΘο ΑûΠΥλ ΑûΠ♠γΟÕ−

   ΣôςôÞΤτ[ιƒο ùΣηΚ↓τ ♦ςƒ♣ƒιÕΞλ 0/ ΜΘÅΘλ ΤγÓúΤ ∆ρΖÕ−
ΒΘ∴ôο ΤΚ↓ν ΜδΚδΚρ ùΣηΚÞχÏ êτ°ο ΙÚ ΣδÏ ΒΟ ΙÕχ•Ó
úΞηÓùΤτß úΚô↔χûΚ ↑ÓιÕρΖ∴−

5. ΤχΚΖôγ′  Ρôγ⁄ο  ΣφΜλ  ΓσΣÓλ  Ξôµκ×  Ïû[ΞôΚ  ∆ρΖÕ  Φτß
↑ΞôƒκΣΘσÏ ΒΞσ°ο Μ↔Υô∴ ΚôςΠλ ≅οΩôΘÕ ΦÕ>
   ΦƒνχΚγ′Κρ Σ′+ Σγ⁄± Β[κ× ÁÕ ΚΞ∴λ ùΜÛιÕλΣ⁄ε ùΜµÙλ−
   ÑΘϕƒς ΘΚΞο ≅ûΤκ× Ρôγ⁄τ ΣοúΞß ΣÏƒΚ↓ο ΣφΜιΘôο
   ΣôƒχΚκΣγΟΞνΚ↓τ ↑ΞςδΚûΖ ùΞ↓♠Óλ−
  ≅ςΜôδΚλ ΞςκúΣôÏλ úΘνΘ←ο úΘôο↑ ≅ûΟúΞôλ Φτàλ ΣΥιƒο

∆ρΖÕ−    ΤχΚρ ΦϕΘ ΤΘιûΘÙλ Ρλ×ΞΘσÏλ+ ♦τΣσßΞΘσÏλ
ÑΘϕƒςλ ùΣσßρΖ∴ν−

6. ΤôΞγΟιƒο 3/ €ςôΤδΚÞχÏ Ï⁄¿ν ΞΨδÏΞΘσÏ ≅ςΜôδΚλ ΓσΣôÓ
ùΜµΥ↑οûΩ− ΒϕΘ €ςôΤδΚρ áγΟλ á⁄∴− ≅ΞνΚ↓τ úΘûΞûΥ
♣û[úΞσßΤôß ≅ςΜôδΚιƒτ ÁÕ ≅ÝιΘλ ùΚôηÓΞς ΣοúΞß Øû[ΚûΖ
′ϕƒιΘ∴− ΒΞσ°ο ΦÕ ΤχΚΖôγ′ Øû[ ≅οΩ>
   Ï⁄¿ν ΞôÝλ ∆↔ûΤ♠τ ΣôΚλ Φτß ¿ƒΤτ[ιƒο ΞΨχÏ

ΘôχΚο ùΜµΘο−
   ≅û∴ιÕ Κγ′ΚÞχÏλ ùΜµƒ ΞΨδÏΞΘσÏ ≅ÓιΘ úΘνΘûΩ

×[χΚ∞ιΘο−
   ≅ςΜôδΚ ùΚôρûΚΚÞχÏ ΦƒςôΚ ùΣôÕχáγΟδΚûΖ ΡΟιÕΘο−
   Ï⁄¿ûςκ ùΣßΞΘσÏ ≅ςΜôδΚ ≅ƒΚô↔ΚÞχÏ ΣΠλ ùΜÛιÕΘο

7. ≅ςΜôδΚιƒσÏ ΦƒςôΚ ∆ρΖ •θχΚôÔλ ↑ΞôΘδΚÞχÏ ΣƒΩ↓χΚÜλ−
   Ρôγ⁄τ ΒςôÔΞλ ♥ΚÜλ ΙÝχΚΤô∴+ ≅¿ƒ♠οΩô ≅ûΤκ×+ Φ∴úΞ

ΒςôÔΞλ ΡôγûΟ ΑΖ úΞηÓλ−
   ùΣÚλΣôτûΤ♠∴↔τ Αγ′ ΦτΣΘσÏ ≅κΣô↑ ΤχΚ↓τ Αγ′ Φτß

ùΣôÚρ ′ßΦη∞χûΚ♠ο ΒÚκ♦àλ+ ≅°Ξô↓Κ↓τ Αγ′úΥ
ΡΤχÏι úΘûΞ−

   ΑτÁΚ ΚÚιÕΚ↓ο ΡλûΤ Ξ→ΡΟιΘ ΤΘι ΘûΩΞνΚûΖ Ρôλ
↑Úλ♦∴ôο+ ♦τ ≅ς′Υ←ο Ξ→ΡΟιΘÜλ Ρôλ Γτ ≅ΞνΚûΖ
≅ûΨχΚχáΟôÕ> ΡôγûΟ ΤΘι ΘûΩΞνΚρ ΑΖ úΞηÓλ−

 8. ΤχΚΖôγ′ ΙÚ Τƒκ× Φτß ùΘ↔↑χÏλ ΞûΚ♠ο •θχΚôÔλ ↑ΖχΚδΚρ
∆ρΖ∴Ξô> Γτ>
   ΘϕûΘ Θτ ΤΚ↓Ολ: ∆τ ƒÚΤΠλ Σσ°Υ ∆τ ΚÚιûΘ Ρôτ úΚγΚ

↑ÚλΣ↑οûΩ− Ρλ ÏÓλΣιƒο ùΣσú[ôν áßλ ≅°ÜûςκΣ⁄úΥ
ÏΨϕûΘΚρ ƒÚΤΠλ ùΜµÕùΚôρ€τ[∴ν−

   Α′↔Υν ΤôΠΞ±Ολ ΞÏκΣû[♠ο Φτ±Ολ ↑∴ôχΚρ úΚγÓ Φ∴χÏ
ΚΞ∴ε′Θ[ο ΓσΣÓιΘ úΞηΟôλ−

   Ε→Υν ≅ƒΚô↔♠Ολ9 ΜγΟκΣ⁄ ΦδΚρ Σ∞úΡςιûΘχ Ïû[χΚ úΞηÓλ−
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exercises 9 Consider the following facts about a country and decide if you would
call it a democracy. Give reasons to support your decision.
a All the citizens of the country have right to vote. Elections are

held regularly.
b The country took loan from international agencies. One of the

conditions for giving loan was that the government would reduce
its expenses on education and health.

c People speak more than seven languages but education is
available only in one language, the language spoken by 52
percent people of that country.

d Several organisations have given a call for peaceful
demonstrations and nation wide strikes in the country to oppose
these policies. Government has arrested these leaders.

e The government owns the radio and television in the country. All
the newspapers have to get permission from the government to
publish any news about government’s policies and protests.

10 In 2004 a report published in USA pointed to the increasing
inequalities in that country. Inequalities in income reflected in the
participation of people in democracy. It also shaped their abilities to
influence the decisions taken by the government. The report
highlighted that:
 If an average Black family earns $ 100 then the income of average

White family is $ 162. A White family has twelve times more wealth
than the average Black family.

 In a President’s election ‘nearly 9 out of 10 individuals in families
with income over $ 75,000 have voted. These people are the top
20% of the population in terms of their income. On the other hand
only 5 people out of 10 from families with income less than $
15,000 have voted. They are the bottom 20% of the population in
terms of their income.

 About 95% contribution to the political parties comes from the
rich. This gives them opportunity to express their opinions and
concerns, which is not available to most citizens.

 As poor sections participate less in politics, the government does
not listen to their concerns – coming out of poverty, getting job,
education, health care and housing for them. Politicians hear most
regularly about the concerns of business persons and the rich.

Write an essay on ‘Democracy and Poverty’ using the information
given in this report but using examples from India.

Most newspapers have an editorial page. On that page the newspaper
publishes its own opinions about current affairs. The paper also publishes
the views of other writers and intellectuals and letters written by the
readers. Follow any one newspaper for one month and collect editorials,
articles and letters on that page that have anything to do with democracy.
Classify these into the following categories:

 Constitutional and legal aspects of democracy
 Citizens’ rights
 Electoral and party politics
 Criticism of democracy
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9. ΡôγûΟκ Σσ°Υ Βχ•θχΚηΟ ∆ηûΤΚûΖ ΚΞ±χΚÜλ− ¿δΚρ ≅ûΘ ΤχΚΖôγ′
Φτß ≅ûΨκÀνΚΖô> ΒοûΩΥô> ΦτΣûΘ Ø⁄Ü ùΜµΥÜλ− ∆δΚÞûΟΥ Ø⁄↑σÏ
ΑΘςÜ ΘÚΞΘσÏ ΚôςΠδΚûΖι ùΘ↔↑χΚÜλ
   Ρôγ⁄ÛρΖ Ï⁄ΤχΚρ ≅û∴ΞÚχÏλ ΞôχÏ↔ûΤ ∆ρΖÕ− úΘνΘοΚûΖ ΙÝδΚô∴

Øû[♠ο ΘΞ[ôΤο ΡΟιÕ€τ[∴ν−
   ΡôÓ Στ∴ôγÓ ♣ßΞ∴δΚ↓Ο♥ÚϕÕ ΚΟτ Ξôδ€ΥÕ− ΚΟτ ΘÚΞΘσÏ ≅ςΜôδΚλ+

Κο↑+ Αúςôχ€Υλ ÁΘô∴ Θτ ùΜΩÜΚûΖχ Ïû[χΚ úΞηÓλ ΦτΣÕ
↑ƒØû[Κ↓ο Ιτ[ôÏλ−

   ΤχΚρ ΓÝ ùΤô→ΚûΖ ↑Ο ≅ƒΚ ùΤô→Κρ úΣÑ€τ[∴ν− Α∴ôο Κο↑ ΙÚ
ùΤô→♠ο ΤγÓúΤ Κσ♦χΚκΣÓ€[Õ− ≅Õ ΙÚ Ρôγ⁄τ 41 ΜΘÅΘ ΤχΚΖôο
úΣΜκΣÓλ ùΤô→ΥôÏλ−

   ΒϕΘ Øû[ΚûΖ ΦƒνιÕ Ρôγ⁄ο ≅ûΤƒΥô∴ ΑνΣôγΟδΚρ+ Ρôγ⁄ο ØÝ
≅Ζ↑ο úΞûΩ ♣ßιΘδΚρ Α€ΥΞσ°σÏ ΣΩ ♣ßΞ∴δΚρ ≅ûΨκ× ↑ÓιΘ∴−
≅ςΜôδΚλ ΒιΘûΩΞνΚûΖ ûΚÕ ùΜµΘÕ−

∋∆( Ρôγ⁄ο Ξôù∴ô←+ ùΘôûΩχΚôγ′ Α€ΥûΞ ≅ςΜôδΚιƒτ ΚγÓκΣôγ⁄ο ∆ρΖ∴−
≅û∴ιÕ ùΜµƒιΘôρΚÞλ ≅ςΜôδΚιƒτ ùΚôρûΚΚρ Τσßλ Φƒνκ×Κρ Σσ°Υ
ùΜµƒûΥ ùΞ↓♠ΟúΞηÓΤô∴ôο ≅ςΜôδΚιƒτ ≅àΤƒ ùΣ[ úΞηÓλ−

10. 1//3ο ≅ùΤ↔χΚô↑ο ùΞ↓♠ΟκΣγΟ ΙÚ ≅°χûΚ ≅ϕΡôγ⁄ο ≅ƒΚ↔ιÕ ΞÚλ
ΜΤ♥τûΤΚûΖχ Ï°κ♦γΟÕ− ΞÚΤô∴ιƒο ΜΤ♥τûΤ♠τ ΘôχΚλ ΤχΚΖôγ′♠ο
ΤχΚρ ΧÓΣÓΞƒο ♦ςƒΣ←ιΘÕ− ≅Õ ≅ςΜôδΚλ ΦÓιΘ Ø⁄ÜΚûΖ ΣôƒχÏλΣ⁄ΥôΚÜλ
≅ΞνΚ↓τ ƒ[τΚûΖÙλ Ξ⁄ΞûΤιΘÕ−
≅°χûΚ •θχΚôηΣΞσû[ Ξ←ÙßιƒΥÕ−
< ΚÚκ× Β∴ ÏÓλΣιƒτ ΞÚΤô∴λ $ 0// ΒÚϕΘôο ùΞρûΖ Β∴ιΘΞ↔τ ΞÚΤô∴λ
$ 051 ΑΚ ΒÚιΘο úΞηÓλ− ΙÚ ΜςôΜ↔ ΚÚκ♦∴ ÏÓλΣιƒτ ΞÚΤô∴ιûΘ↑Ο
ùΞρûΖ♠∴χ ÏÓλΣιƒτ ΞÚΞôµ 01 ΤΟδÏ ≅ƒΚΤôΚ ΒÚχÏλ−
< Ï⁄ΥςÑι ΘûΩΞν úΘνΘ←ο $ 64/// Η↑Ο ≅ƒΚ ΞÚΞôµ ∆ρΖ ÏÓλΣδΚ↓τ
0/ ΡΣνΚ↓ο 8 úΣν ΞôχΚ↓ιΘ∴ν− ΒϕΘ ΡΣνΚρ ≅ΞνΚ↓ο ΞÚΞôµ ≅⁄κΣûΟ♠ο
ΤχΚρ ùΘôûΚ♠ο 1/% ∆ρΖ∴ν− Τσù[ôÚ ×[λ $ 04//Η ↑Ο Ïû[Ξô∴ ΞÚΞôµ
∆ρΖ ÏÓλΣιƒ←ÚϕÕ ΣιÕúΣ↔ο 4 úΣν ΤγÓúΤ ΞôχΚ↓ιΘ∴ν− ΞÚΞôµ ≅⁄κΣûΟ♠ο
≅ΞνΚρ ΤχΚρ ùΘôûΚ♠ο •θ♣ûΩ 1/ ο ∆ρΖ∴ν−
< ≅ς′Υο Κγ′ΚÞχÏ ÑΤôν 84% ∆Θ↑  ùΜοΞϕΘνΚ↓Ο♥ÚϕÕ  ΞÚ€[Õ−  ΒÕ
≅ΞνΚ↓τ ΚÚιÕΚρ ♦ςε′û∴ΚûΖ ùΞ↓κΣÓιÕΞΘσÏ ≅ΞνΚÞχÏ ΞôµκΣ↓χ€[Õ−
ùΣÚλΣôΩô∴ Ï⁄ΤχΚÞχÏ ΒϕΘ Ξôµκ×Κρ €ûΟκΣƒοûΩ−
< ΓûΨ ΤχΚρ ≅ς′Υ←ο Ïû[ΞôΚ ΣδÏùΣßΞΘôο ΓθûΤ♠←ÚϕÕ ↑ÓΣÓΘο+
úΞûΩΞôµκûΣκ ùΣßΘο+ Κο↑+ ΤÚιÕΞλ+ ÅÓΚρ úΣôτ[ ≅ΞνΚ↓τ ♦ςε′û∴ΚûΖ
≅ςΜôδΚλ ùΜ↑ΤÓκΣƒοûΩ− ↑ΥôΣô↔Κρ− ùΜοΞϕΘνΚ↓τ ♦ςε′û∴ΚûΖκ Σσ°
≅ς′Υο ΘûΩΞνΚρ ♥ΚÜλ ′ςιûΘÙΟτ ùΜ↑ΤÓιΘ∴ν− ΒϕΘ ≅°χûΚ♠ο ΘςκΣγÓρΖ
ΘΚΞûΩκ ΣΥτΣÓιƒ+ ΒϕƒΥô↑←ÚϕÕ ΦÓιÕχΚôγÓΚûΖχ ùΚôηÓ !ΤχΚΖôγ′Ùλ
ΓθûΤÙλ& Φτàλ ΘûΩκ♦ο ΙÚ ΚγÓûς ΦÝΘÜλ−
ùΣÚλΣôΩô∴ ùΜµƒιΘôρΚ↓ο ùΘôÏκΣô′↔Υν ΣχΚλ ∆ρΖÕ− ≅ϕΘ ΣχΚιƒο
ùΜµƒιΘôρΚρ ΡΟκ× ↑ΞΚôςδΚûΖκ Σσ°Υ ΘδΚÞûΟΥ ÑΥχΚÚιÕΚûΖ
ùΞ↓♠Ó€τ[∴− ΒεùΜµƒιΘôρΚρ ♦[ ΦÝιΘôΖνΚρ Τσßλ ≅°Ξô↓Κρ
ΚÚιÕΚûΖÙλ ΞôΜΚνΚΖôο ΦÝΘκΣÓλ Κ⁄ΘδΚûΖÙλ ùΞ↓♠Ó€τ[∴− ΓúΘàλ
ΙÚ ùΜµƒιΘôûΖ ΙÚ ΤôΘ ΚôΩλ Ξûς ♦τΣσ[Üλ− ≅κΣχΚιƒο ΤχΚΖôγ′ÙΟτ
ùΘôΟν×ûΟΥ ùΘôÏκΣô′↔Υν ΚγÓûςΚρ ΚγÓûςΚρ+ Κ⁄ΘδΚûΖε úΜΚ↔χΚÜλ−
< ΤχΚΖôγ′♠τ ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ× Τσßλ ΜγΟÃƒΥô∴ áßΚρ

< Ï⁄ΤχΚ↓τ ∆↔ûΤΚρ
< úΘνΘο Τσßλ Κγ′ ≅ς′Υο

< ΤχΚΖôγ′ ÁΘô∴ ↑ΤνΜ∴δΚρ

Σ♠σ′Κρ
ùΜµƒιΘôρ
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CHAPTER 2

CONSTITUTIONAL
DESIGN

OOOOOVERVERVERVERVERVIEVIEVIEVIEVIEWWWWW

We noted in the previous chapter that in a democracy the rulers are not
free to do what they like. There are certain basic rules that the citizens
and the government have to follow. All such rules together are called
constitution. As the supreme law of the country, the constitution
determines the rights of citizens, the powers of the government and how
the government should function.

In this chapter we ask some basic questions about the constitutional
design of a democracy. Why do we need a constitution? How are the
constitutions drawn up? Who designs them and in what way? What are
the values that shape the constitutions in democratic states? Once a
constitution is accepted, can we make changes later as required by the
changing conditions?

One recent instance of designing constitution for a democratic state is
that of South Africa. We begin this chapter by looking at what happened
there and how the South Africans went about this task of designing their
constitution. Then we turn to how the Indian Constitution was made,
what its foundational values are, and how it provides a good framework
for the conduct of citizens’ life and that of the government.
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≅ιƒΥôΥλ` 2

ΙÚ ΚηúΠôγΟλ
ΤχΚΖôγ′♠ο Αγ′ΥôΖνΚρ ΘδΚÞûΟΥ ↑ÚκΣκΣ⁄ ΑρΞΘσÏ Ξôµκ♦οûΩ

ΦτΣûΘ ΚΟϕΘ ≅ιƒΥôΥιƒο ΚηúΟôλ− ΒδÏ Ï⁄ΤχΚρ+ ≅ςΜôδΚλ ♦τΣσ[ úΞη⁄Υ
′Ω ≅⁄κΣûΟ ↑ƒØû[Κρ ∆ρΖ∴− ΒÕúΣôτ[ ↑ƒØû[Κ↓τ ≅û∴ιƒàûΟΥ
áγΟιûΘúΥ ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟλ ΦτΣν− Ρôγ⁄τ ♥Κ ∆ΥνϕΘ ΜγΟΤô∴ ≅ς′ΩûΤκ×ε
ΜγΟλ Ï⁄ΤχΚÞχÏ ∆ρΖ ∆↔ûΤΚρ+ ≅ςΜôδΚιƒτ ≅ƒΚôςδΚρ Τσßλ ≅ςΜôδΚλ
ΦπΞôß ùΜΥοΣΟ úΞηÓùΤτΣûΘÙλ Ø⁄Ü ùΜµ€[Õ−

ΒπΞιƒΥôΥιƒο Ρôλ ΤχΚΖôγ′♠ο ≅ςΜôδΚ Ξ⁄ΞûΤκûΣκ Σσ° ′Ω ≅⁄κΣûΟ
↑∴ôχΚûΖχ úΚγ€ú[ôλ− ΡΤχÏ ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟλ Γτ úΘûΞ> ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×
ΜγΟδΚρ ΦπΞôß Ξ⁄ΞûΤχΚκΣγΟ∴> ≅Ξσû[ Υôν+ ΦπΞôß Ξ⁄ΞûΤχ€τ[∴ν> ΤχΚΖôγ′
ΡôÓΚ↓ο ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟιƒσÏ Ξ⁄↑û∴ ΞΨδÏλ Τƒκ×Κρ ΥôûΞ> ΙÚØû[
≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟιûΘ ΓσßχùΚôηΟ ♦τ∴ν Τô°ΞÚλ ãθ♣ûΩΚÞχúΚσΣ ♦σΚôΩιƒο
ΡλΤôο Τôσ[δΚûΖε ùΜµΥ ΒΥÛΤô>

≅ηûΤχ ΚôΩιƒο ΤχΚΖôγ′ Ρôγ⁄σÏ ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟιûΘ ΘΥô↔ιÕχùΚôηΟ
ΡôΟôΚ ùΘτ∴ôκ♦↔χΚôûΞ ΦÓιÕχΚôγΟôΚ á[Ωôλ− ùΘτ∴ôκ♦↔χΚô↑ο Φτ∴ ΡΟϕΘÕ
ΦτΣûΘÙλ ≅δÏρΖ ΤχΚρ ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟιûΘ Ξ⁄ΞûΤιÕχ ùΚôρÞλ Σ∞ûΥ
ΦπΞôß úΤσùΚôηΟ∴ν ΦτΣûΘÙλ ∆σßúΡôχÏΞΘτ êΩλ Ρôλ ΒπΞιƒΥôΥιûΘι
ùΘôΟδΚΩôλ− ΒΘτ ♦τ∴ν ΒϕƒΥ ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟλ ΦπΞôß Ξ⁄ΞûΤχΚκΣγΟÕ−
≅Θτ ≅⁄κΣûΟ Τƒκ×Κρ ΥôûΞ+ Ï⁄ΤχΚ↓τ ΞôθχûΚ Øû[χÏ+ ′[ϕΘ ≅ς′ΩΥûΤκ×ε
ùΜΥοØû[ ΦπΞôß ÕûΠ×↔€[Õ ΦτΣûΘÙλ ùΘ↔ϕÕ ùΚôρúΞôλ−

≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟ
   Ξ⁄ΞûΤκ×
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“I have fought against white domination
and I have fought against black
domination. I have cherished the ideal
of a democratic and free society in which
all persons live together in harmony and
with equal opportunities. It is an ideal
which I hope to live for and to achieve.
But if needs be, it is an ideal for which
I am prepared to die.”

This was Nelson Mandela, being
tried for treason by the white South
African government. He and seven
other leaders were sentenced to life
imprisonment in 1964 for daring to
oppose the apartheid regime in his
country. He spent the next 28 years
in South Africa’s most dreaded
prison, Robben Island.

SSSSSt rt rt rt rt ruggle against aparuggle against aparuggle against aparuggle against aparuggle against apartheidtheidtheidtheidtheid
Apartheid was the name of a system
of racial discrimination unique to
South Africa. The white Europeans
imposed this system on South
Africa. During the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries, the trading
companies from Europe occupied it
with arms and force, in the way they
occupied India. But unlike India,
a large number of ‘whites’ had
settled in South Africa and became
the local rulers. The system of

apartheid divided the people and
labelled them on the basis of their
skin colour. The native people of
South Africa are black in colour.
They made up about three-fourth of
the population and were called
‘blacks’. Besides these two groups,
there were people of mixed races
who were called ‘coloured’ and
people who migrated from India.
The white rulers treated all non-
whites as inferiors. The non-whites
did not have voting rights.

The apartheid system was
particularly oppressive for the
blacks. They were forbidden from
living in white areas. They could
work in white areas only if they had
a permit. Trains, buses, taxis, hotels,
hospitals, schools and colleges,
libraries, cinema halls, theatres,
beaches, swimming pools, public

Sign on Durban beach
in English, Afrikaans

and Zulu
In English it reads:

‘CITY OF DURBAN Under
section 37 of the Durban

beach by-laws, this
bathing area is reserved

for the sole use of
members of the white race

group’.

1

2

1

2

A signboard emblematic of
the tense relations of the

apartheid era, 1953.

Nelson Mandela

S
ou

th
 A

fri
ca

 H
is

to
ry

 O
nl

in
e

Jo
hn

 M
ul

le
n,

 W
ik

ip
ed

ia
, G

N
U

 F
re

e 
D

oc
um

en
ta

tio
n 

Li
ce

ns
e



195≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟλ Ξ⁄ΞûΤκ×

1

2

1

2

   ùΡοΜτ
ΤηúΟΩô

S
ou

th
 A

fr
ic

a 
H

is
to

ry
 O

nl
in

e

Jo
hn

 M
ul

le
n,

 W
ik

ip
ed

ia
, 

G
N

U
 F

re
e 

D
oc

um
en

ta
tio

n 
Li

ce
ns

e

1−0 ùΘτ∴ôκ♦↔χΚô↑ο
ΤχΚΖôγ′ ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε
ΜγΟλ
» »Ρôτ ùΞρûΖ Β∴ιΘΞ↔τ
ΑƒχΚιƒσÏ ΦƒςôΚÜλ+ ΚÚκ♦∴ι
ΘΞ↔τ ΑƒχΚιƒσÏ Φƒς ôΚÜλ
úΣôςô⁄ú∴τ− ΤχΚρ ≅û∴ΞÚλ
ΜΤςΜΤôΚÜλ+ ΜΤΤô∴ Ξôµκ×ΚÞΟτ
úΜνϕÕ ΞôÝλ ΤχΚΖôγ′+ ΜΘϕƒςΤô∴
ΜØΘôΥιûΘ Ρôτ ↑Úλ×€ú[τ− ΒΘσΚôΚ
≅Ξ′Υλ ΓσΣγΟôο ΤςΠΤûΟΥÜλ
ΘΥôςôΚ ∆ρúΖτµµ

    ΒûΞ ùΡοΜτ ΤηúΟΩô↑τ áσß−
ùΘτ∴ôκΣ↔χΚô↑τ ùΞρûΖ♠∴
≅ςΜôδΚλ úΘΜÕúςôΚε ΜγΟιƒτ •θ
≅Ξûς Θη⁄κΣΘσÏ ØΥσ′ιΘÕ− ≅Ξν
Ρôγ⁄ÛρΖ Β∴ úΞσßûΤ Αγ′ûΥ
ΦƒνιΘσÏ+ ≅ΞÚχÏλ Τσ[ ΓÝ ≅ς′Υο
ΘûΩΞνΚÞχÏλ 0853ο ΑÙρ
ΘηΟû∴ ↑ƒιΘÕ−
≅τß ØΘο 17 ΑηÓ ΚôΩλ Ξûς
ùΘτ∴ôκ♦↔χΚô↑τ ςôùΣτ ¾↑ÛρΖ
ΣΥδΚςΤô∴ ′ιƒςΞûΘΚûΖ
≅àΣ↑ιΘôν−

♣ û [ ú Ξ σ ß û Τ χ
ΚôΩιƒτ ∋ 0842 (
Σ Θ σ [ Τ ô ∴
ãθ♣ûΩΚ↓τ ¾↑ςι
Θ τ û Τ û Υ ι
ùΘ↔ΥκΣÓιÕλ ΙÚ
Ï°ÂγÓκ ΣΩûΚ

Ï°κΣôΚ ùΘτ∴ôκ♦↔χΚô ↑ÛρΖ
Β∴úΞßΣôγÓ Øû[χÏ ∋≅ΣôνιûΘÓ(
Φτß ùΣΥν− ΒλØû[ûΥ ΗúςôκΣôûΞε
úΜνϕΘ ùΞρûΖ Β∴ιΘΞν ùΘτ∴ôκ♦↔χ
Κô↑ο ≅°ØΚκΣÓιƒ∴ν− 06 + 07
èσ[ôηÓΚ↓ο ΗúςôκΣô
ΚηΟιƒ←ÚϕÕ ΞϕΘ Ξ∞Κ ΚλùΣ±Κρ
ΘδΚÞûΟΥ Ξ←ûΤ+ ΑÙΘδΚÞΟτ
ΒϕƒΥôûΞχ ûΚκΣσ°ΥûΘκ úΣôτß
ΒκΣÏƒûΥÙλ ûΚκΣσ°∴ν− Α∴ôο
ΒϕƒΥôûΞκ úΣôΩτ° ≅ƒΚ ≅Ζ↑ο

ΟνΣτ ΚΟσΚûς♠ο
Αδ€Ω+Ακ↔χΚô↑τ
⊥øÛ ùΤô→Κ↓ο
ΦÝΘκΣγΟ ΣΩûΚ9
Αδ€Ωιƒτ ΒΘτ
ùΣôÚρ ΟνΣτ ΡΚςλ+
ΚΟ σΚûς ÕûΠε
ΜγΟιƒτ 26ΞÕ ♦↔↑τ
Σ⁄ ΚΟσΚûς♠ο
ΒχÏ↓χÏλ ΒΟλ
ùΞρûΖ♠∴ ÏÝ
∆ ß κ ♦ ∴ ν Κ ↓ τ
Σ Υ τ Σ ô γ ⁄ σ Κ ô Κ
ΙÕχΚκΣγÓρΖÕ−

≅ΣôΥλ ∆ρðνΞô′Κρ ΒϕƒΥνΚρ+
ΚΩκ♦∴ιΘΞνΚρ− − − −  ΒςÜ
úΡςδΚ↓ο ΒκΣÏƒ♠ο
ƒ↔ϕΘôο ¿δΚρ
ΚôΠκΣΟôΘΞνΚ↓τ Σγ⁄Υ←ο
úΜνχΚκΣÓÅν ΑÙΘλ ΓϕƒΥ
ΚôΞΩνΚρ ∆δΚûΖχ ΚηΟôο
ÑγÓ↑ÓΞν− ùΚô⁄Υ ΡôµΚρ
♦ΠδΚûΖ ↑Ýδ€↑Óλ−

∆δΚûΖÙλ ΦεΜ↔χ€ú[ôλ

ùΞρûΖ Β∴ιΘΞν ùΘτ∴ôκ↔χΚô↑ο
Ï⁄úΥ° ∆ρðν Αγ′ΥôΖνΚΖôΚ
Τô°∴ν− ♣[ úΞσßûΤχùΚôρûΚ
≅ΣôνιûΘÓ Ξô♠ΩôΚ ΤχΚûΖκ ♦↔ιÕ+
≅ΞνΚ↓τ úΘô←τ ♣[ ≅⁄κΣûΟ♠ο
≅ΞνΚûΖ ≅ûΟΥôΖκΣÓιƒ∴ν− ∆ρðν
ùΘτ∴ôκ♦↔χΚ ΤχΚρ ΚÚκ×
♣[ØûΟΥΞνΚρ ùΤôιΘ ΤχΚρ
ùΘôûΚ♠ο Ρôτ€ο êτß ΣδÏ ∆ρΖ
ΒΞνΚûΖ ΚÚκΣνΚρ Φτß ≅ûΨιΘ∴ν−
Βπ↑ςηÓ Β∴ιΘΞν ΤγÓ♥τ° ΚΩκ×
♣[ιΘΞν Φτß ≅ûΨχΚκΣÓλ ΤχΚρ+
ΒϕƒΥô↑←ÚϕÕ Ï⁄úΥ°Υ ΤχΚρ
∆ρΖ∴ν− ùΞρûΖ♠∴ ΤχΚρ
ùΞρûΖ♠∴♥οΩô Τσ[ ΤχΚûΖ
•θιΘςΤô∴ΞνΚΖôΚχ ΚÚƒ∴ν −
ΒπùΞρûΖ♠∴ιΘΞςοΩôΘΞνΚÞχÏ
ΞôχÏ↔ûΤ ΒοûΩ−

Βπ↑∴úΞσßûΤ ∋≅ΣôνûΘÓ(
Øû[ ΚÚκ♦∴ιΘΞνΚûΖ Ï°κΣôΚ
≅Οχ€ΥôηΟÕ− ΒΞνΚρ ùΞρûΖ
Β∴ιΘΞνΚ↓τ ΣÏƒ♠←ÚϕÕ
ùΞ↓úΥσ[κΣγΟ∴ν− ≅àΤƒ ΒÚϕΘôο
ΤγÓλ ùΞρûΖΥν ΣÏƒ♠ο úΞûΩ
ùΜµΥ ΒΥÛλ− Βς♠οΚρ+ úΣÚϕÕΚρ+
Οôε′Κρ+ ϑγΟοΚρ+ Σρ↓Κρ+ Κοí↔Κρ
èΩΚδΚρ+ ′±Τô ΞΖôΚδΚρ+
≅ςΜôδΚ Κ→κ♦ΟδΚρ úΣôτ[
≅û∴ιÕλ ùΞρûΖ♠∴ιΘΞνΚÞχÏλ
ΚÚκ♦∴ιΘΞνΚÞχÏλ úΞß úΞ[ôΚ
ΒÚϕΘ∴−

♣[úΞσßûΤχÏ Φƒςô∴
úΣôςôγΟλ
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toilets, were all separate for the
whites and blacks. This was called
segregation. They could not even
visit the churches where the whites
worshipped. Blacks could not form
associations or protest against the
terrible treatment.

Since 1950, the blacks, coloured
and Indians fought against the
apartheid system. They launched
protest marches and strikes. The
African National Congress (ANC)
was the umbrella organisation that
led the struggle against the policies
of segregation. This included many
workers’ unions and the Communist
Party. Many sensitive whites also
joined the ANC to oppose apartheid
and played a leading role in this
struggle. Several countries de-
nounced apartheid as unjust and
racist. But the white racist govern-
ment continued to rule by detain-
ing, torturing and killing thousands
of black and coloured people.

A C T I V I T Y

Make a poster on the life and struggle of Nelson
Mandela.

 If available, read some portions of his autobiog-
raphy, The Long Walk to Freedom, in the class-
room.

TTTTTooooowwwwwa ra ra ra ra rds a neds a neds a neds a neds a new cw cw cw cw constitutiononstitutiononstitutiononstitutiononstitution
As protests and struggles against
apartheid had increased, the
government realised that they could
no longer keep the blacks under
their rule through repression. The
white regime changed its policies.
Discriminatory laws were repealed.
Ban on political parties and
restrictions on the media were
lifted. After 28 years of
imprisonment, Nelson Mandela
walked out of the jail as a free man.
Finally, at the midnight of 26 April

1994, the new national flag of the
Republic of South Africa was
unfurled marking the newly born
democracy in the world. The
apartheid government came to an
end, paving way for the formation of
a multi-racial government.

How did this come about? Let us
hear Mandela, the first president of
this new South Africa, on this extra-
ordinary transition:

“Historical enemies succeeded in
negotiating a peaceful transition from
apartheid to democracy exactly because
we were prepared to accept the inherent
capacity for goodness in the other. My
wish is that South Africans never give
up on the belief in goodness, that they
cherish that faith in human beings is the
cornerstone of our democracy.”

After the emergence of the new
democratic South Africa, black
leaders appealed to fellow blacks to
forgive the whites for the atrocities
they had committed while in power.
They said let us build a new South
Africa based on equality of all races
and men and women, on
democratic values, social justice
and human rights. The party that
ruled through oppression and brutal
killings and the party that led the
freedom struggle sat together to
draw up a common constitution.

After two years of discussion and
debate they came out with one of the
finest constitutions the world has
ever had. This constitution gave to
its citizens the most extensive rights
available in any country. Together,
they decided that in the search for
a solution to the problems, nobody
should be excluded, no one should
be treated as a demon. They agreed
that everybody should become part
of the solution, whatever they might
have done or represented in the
past. The preamble to the South
African Constitution (see page 212)
sums up this spirit.

What would have
happened in South
Africa if the black
majority had
decided to take
revenge on the
whites for all their
oppression and
exploitation?
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ΒûΘúΥ úΞßΣÓιÕΘο ∋≅ΣôςιûΘÓ( ΦτΣν−
ùΞρûΖ Β∴ιΘΞν Ξ→ΣÓλ ΜνεÑΚÞχÏε
ùΜοΞΘσÏλ ΒΞνΚûΖ ≅àΤƒχΚ
ΤôγΟôνΚρ− ΚÚκ× Β∴ιΘΞνΚρ ΜδΚδΚûΖ
ΓσΣÓιΘχ áΟôÕ− ≅οΩÕ ΒκΣΥδΚςΤô∴
úΞßΣôγûΟ ΦƒνιÕλ Φƒνκ×ΚûΖ
ùΞ↓κΣÓιΘχ áΟôÕ−
084/←ÚϕÕ ΚÚκ♦∴ιΘΞνΚρ+ ΚΩκ♦∴

♣[ιΘΞνΚρ+ ΒϕƒΥνΚρ Β∴ úΞßΣôγÓ
Øû[ûΥ ΦƒνιÕκ úΣôςô⁄∴ν− ΒΞνΚρ
Φƒνκ× ≅∞ΞÏκ×Κρ Τσßλ úΞûΩ
♣ßιΘδΚûΖ ùΘôΟδ€∴ν− Ακ↔χΚ úΘ′Υ
Κôδ€ςυ (ANC) ΦτΣÕ ♣[úΞσßûΤ
Øû[ûΥ ΦƒνιÕ úΣôςô⁄Υ ΣΩ
≅ûΤκ×ΚûΖ Ιúς ÏûΟ♠τ •θ ùΚôηÓ
ΞϕÕ ΘûΩûΤ Ξ€ιΘ ≅ûΤκΣôÏλ− Βƒο
Κλë±υÓ Κγ′Ùλ+ ΣΩ ùΘô→ΩôΖν
ΜδΚδΚÞλ ∆ρΖ∴− ΣΩ Ρο←ΘΥλ
ùΚôηΟ ùΞρûΖΥνΚÞλ  ANC ♠ο
ΒûΠϕÕ ♣[úΞσßûΤχ ùΚôρûΚûΥ
ΦƒνκΣƒο ØΘτûΤ Σδ€û∴ Ξ€ιΘ∴ν−
ΣΩ ΡôÓΚρ Β∴úΞσßûΤûΥ ≅¿ƒΥô∴Õ+
Β∴ùΞ°ùΚôηΟΘôΚÜλ ≅°↑ιΘ∴ν−
Α∴ôο ùΞρûΖ Β∴ιΘΞνΚ↓τ
≅ςΜôδΚλ Α♠ςχΚΠχΚô∴
ΚÚκ♦∴ιΘΞνΚûΖ+ ΚΩκ♦∴ ΞÏκ♦∴ûς
ûΚÕ ùΜµÕ+ ΣΩ ùΚôÓûΤΚÞχÏγΣÓιƒ
ùΚôτß ΘδΚÞûΟΥ Αγ′ûΥ ùΘôΟνϕΘÕ−

×ƒΥ ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟιûΘ úΡôχ€

    Β∴ úΞσ[ûΤχÏ ΦƒςôΚ Φƒνκ×Κρ+
úΣôςôγΟδΚρ ≅ƒΚ↔ιΘΘôο ≅ΟχÏ
Øû[Κρ Ξô♠ΩôΚ ΚÚκ♦∴ιΘΞνΚûΖ
Βτàλ ¿ηΟ ΚôΩιƒσÏ ΘδΚÞûΟΥ
Αγ′♠τ •θ ûΞιƒÚχΚ ΒΥΩôÕ Φ∴
ùΞρûΖ♠∴ιΘΞ↔τ ≅ςΜôδΚλ ≅°ϕÕ
ùΚôηΟÕ− ≅Θτ ↑ûΖΞôΚ Θτ
ùΚôρûΚΚûΖ Τôσ°χùΚôηΟÕ− úΞσßûΤ
ùΘôΟνΣô∴ ΜγΟδΚûΖ ΘρÞΣ⁄ ùΜµΘ∴ν−
≅ς′Υο Κγ′Κ↓τ ÁΘô∴ ΘûΟûΥÙλ+
ΕΟΚδΚ↓τ ÁΘô∴ ΘûΟûΥÙλ+
ΕΟΚδΚ↓τ ÁΘô∴ ΚγÓκΣôÓΚûΖÙλ
¿χ€↑γΟ∴ν−  17  ΑηÓΚρ  ′û[
ΞôθχûΚχÏκ♦τ ÑΘϕƒςΤûΟϕÕ ùΡοΜτ
ΤηúΟΩô ùΞ↓úΥ ΞϕΘôν− ΒßƒΥôΚ 0883
Γκςο 15 Ρρ↓ςÜ ∆Ω€τ ×ƒΥ ΤχΚΖôγ′
ΡôΟôΚ ùΘτ∴ôκ↔χΚô ↑Ζδ€ΥÕ− ΒΘτ
≅ûΟΥôΖΤôΚ ùΘτ∴ôκ♦↔χΚô Ï⁄ΥςÑ
×ƒΥ  ùΚô⁄ûΥ Γσ°ΥÕ− Β∴úΞßΣôγûΟκ
♦τΣσ°Υ ≅ςΜôδΚ  ÙΚλ Ø⁄ϕÕ ΣΩ

Β∴δΚûΖχ ùΚôηΟ ≅ςΜôδΚ ΓσΣôγ⁄σÏ
Ξ→ΞÏιΘÕ−

ΒÕ ΦπΞôß ΜôιƒΥΤô∴Õ> ΒϕΘ
≅ΜôΘôςΠ Τôσ[ιƒτÁÕ ùΘτ∴ôκ♦↔χΚ
ØΘο ≅ƒΣν ΤηúΟΩô↑τ ∆ûςûΥχ
úΚγúΣôλ−

»» Β∴ úΞßΣôγ⁄←ÚϕÕ ΤχΚΖôγ′χÏ
≅ûΤƒΥô∴ Τôσ[ΤûΟΞΘσÏ úΣεÑ
ΞôνιûΘΚρ ΡΟιÕΞƒο ΞςΩôσß
ùΘôΟνΣô∴ Φƒ↔Κρ ùΞσ°ΥûΟϕΘ∴ν−
Γù∴±ο ♦[↔Ολ Τû[ϕÕρΖ ΒΥοΣô∴
ΡσÏΠιûΘ ΓσßχùΚôρΞΘσÏ ΡôδΚρ
ΑΥιΘΤôú∴ôλ− ùΘτ∴ôκ♦↔χΚ ΤχΚρ
ΡσÏΠιƒτ ÁÕ ΘδΚÞûΟΥ Ρλ♦χûΚûΥ
ΦκúΣôÕλ ↑ΟΤôγΟôνΚρ− Τ±ΘνΚρ ÁÕ
≅ΞνΚÞχÏ ∆ρΖ Ρλ♦χûΚ Ρλ
ΤχΚΖôγ′χÏ ≅⁄χΚοΩôΚ Τô°ΥÕµµ.
×ƒΥ ΤχΚΖôγ′ ΡôΟôΚ ùΘτ∴ôκ♦↔χΚô

Τô°Υ ♦τ+ ≅ƒΚôςιƒο ΒÚϕΘúΣôÕ
ùΞρûΖ Β∴ιΘΞνΚρ ΒûΨιΘ
ùΚôÓûΤΚûΖ ΚÚκ♦∴ι ΘûΩΞνΚρ ΜΚ
ΚÚκ♦∴ιΘΞνΚÞχÏ úΞηÓúΚôρ
↑ÓιΘ∴ν− Τ±Θ ∆↔ûΤΚρ+ ΜêΚ ¿ƒ+
ΤχΚΖôγ′ Τƒκ×Κρ+ ≅û∴ιÕ Β∴δΚΖ+
Αη ùΣη ΜΤιÕΞιƒτ ÁÕ ΑΘôςκΣγΟ
ΙÚ ×ƒΥ ùΘτ∴ôκ♦↔χΚôûΞ Ρôλ
∆ÚΞôχÏúΞôùΤ∴ ≅ΞνΚρ ùΘ↔↑ιΘ∴ν−
≅ΟχÏØû[+ ùΚôåςΤô∴ ùΚôûΩΚρ
Ξô♠ΩôΚ Αγ′ ùΜÛιƒΥΞνΚρ+ ÑΘϕƒςκ
úΣôςôγΟιƒσÏ ΘûΩûΤ Ξ€ιΘΞνΚρ
ΙÚδ€ûΠϕΘ ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟιûΘ
Ξ⁄ΞûΤκΣΘσÏ ΒûΠϕÕ ≅ΤνϕΘ∴ν−

  ΒςηΟôηÓ ΚôΩôΤôΚ ↑ΞôΘδΚρ
ΚΩϕÕûςΥôΟοΚρ Α€ΥΞσ°σÏ ♦τ+
≅ΞνΚρ ∆Ω€τ ♥Κε′[ϕΘ ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε
ΜγΟδΚ↓ο Ιτ[ôΚ ΚÚΘχá⁄Υ
≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟιûΘι ΘΥô↔ιΘ∴ν− ΦϕΘ
Ρôγ⁄Ûλ ΒοΩôΘ ↑↔Ξô∴ ∆↔ûΤΚûΖ
ΒπΞς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟλ Θλ ΡôγÓχ
Ï⁄ΤχΚÞχÏ ΞΨδ€ΥÕ− ♦ςε′û∴ΚûΖ
¾νκΣΘσÏ ΡΟιΘκΣγΟ Αµ↑ο ΥôûςÙλ
↑Ωχ€ ûΞχΚχ áΟôùΘτßλ ΦϕΘ
ΜêΚιƒ∴ûςÙλ Φƒ↔ΥôΚ
ΚÚΘχáΟôùΘτßλ ≅ΞνΚρ ΒÚ
Β∴ιΘΞÚλ ΒûΠϕÕ úΣ′χùΚôηΟ∴ν−
ΚΟϕΘ ΚôΩιƒο ≅ΞνΚρ ΦûΘ
ùΜµƒÚϕΘôÛλ+ ΦϕΘ ΚÚιƒσÏ
♦ςƒ♣ƒιÕΞλ Ξ€ιƒÚκ♦àλ ΙπùΞôÚΞÚλ
♦ςε′û∴χÏ ¾νÜ ΚôηΣƒο ΚΩϕÕ ùΚôρΖ
úΞηÓùΤτß Ικ×χùΚôηΟ∴ν−
ùΘτ∴ôκ♦↔χΚ ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟ
ØΚκ×ûςûΥ ΣôνχΚÜλ− ∋ΣχΚλ 101 (

≅ƒΚ Φη∞χûΚ♠Ωô∴
Κ Ú κ ♦ ∴ ι Θ Ξ ν Κ ρ +
ùΞρûΖ♠∴ιΘΞνΚ↓τ
≅ Ο χ Ï Ø û [ χ Ï λ +
ùΚôρûΖχÏλ Σ→ ¾νιÕχ
ùΚôρΖ úΞηÓùΤτß Ø⁄Ü
ùΜµƒÚϕΘôο ùΘτ∴ôκ♦↔χ
Κô↑ο Φτ∴ ΡΟϕƒÚχÏλ>

<  ùΡοΜτ ΤηúΟΩô↑τ ΞôθχûΚ+
úΣôςôγΟλ Α€ΥΞσ°τ ÁÕ ΙÚ
ÑΞùςôγ⁄ûΥι ΘΥô↔χΚÜλ−
<Ξôµκ× ΒÚϕΘôο ≅ΞÚûΟΥ ÑΥΜ↔ûΘ
The long walk to freedom Φτ[ è←←ÚϕÕ
′Ω ΣÏƒΚûΖ ΞÏκΣû[♠ο Σ⁄χΚÜλ−

ùΜΥο
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The South African constitution
inspires democrats all over the
world. A state denounced by the
entire world till 1994 as the most
undemocratic one is now seen as a
model of democracy. What made this
change possible was the
determination of the people of South
Africa to work together, to transform
bitter experiences into the binding
glue of a rainbow nation. Speaking
on the South African Constitution,
Mandela said:

“The Constitution of South Africa
speaks of both the past and the future.
On the one hand, it is a solemn pact in
which we, as South Africans, declare to
one another that we shall never permit a
repetition of our racist, brutal and
repressive past. But it is more than that.
It is also a charter for the transformation
of our country into one which is truly
shared by all its people — a country which
in the fullest sense belongs to all of us,
black and white, women and men.”
Does the story of South African struggle for freedom
This image captures the spirit of South Africa today.
South Africans call themselves a ‘rainbow nation’. Can
you guess why?

remind you of the Indian national movement? Make a list of similarities and dissimilarities between the
two on the following points:
 Nature of colonialism
 Relationship between different communities
 Leadership: Gandhi/ Mandela
 Party that led the struggle: African National Congress/ Indian National Congress
Method of struggle

2.2 2.2 2.2 2.2 2.2 WWWWWHYHYHYHYHY     DODODODODO     WEWEWEWEWE     NEEDNEEDNEEDNEEDNEED     AAAAA     CONSTITUTICONSTITUTICONSTITUTICONSTITUTICONSTITUTIONONONONON?????

CHECK
YOUR

PROGRESS

The South African example is a good
way to understand why we need a
constitution and what do
constitutions do. The oppressor and
the oppressed in this new democracy
were planning to live together as
equals. It was not going to be easy for
them to trust each other. They had

their fears. They wanted to safeguard
their interests. The black majority
was keen to ensure that the
democratic principle of majority rule
was not compromised. They wanted
substantial social and economic
rights. The white minority was keen
to protect its privileges and property.
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For more details about South Africa, visit https://www.gov.za
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   ùΘτ∴ôκ♦↔χΚô ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟλ
∆ΩΚλ ØÝΞƒÛλ ∆ρΖ ΤχΚΖôγ′
ùΚôρûΚΥôΖνΚÞχÏλ ΕχΚΤ↓ιΘÕ−
0883Ξûς ΤχΚΖôγ′Υσ[ ΡôùΟ∴
≅û∴ιÕΩÏλ Κη⁄ιΘ ΡôÓ ΘσúΣôÕ
ΤχΚΖôγ′χÏ Τôƒ↔ΥôΚ ΚôΠκΣγΟÕ−
ΒûΠϕÕ ùΜΥΩôσ[ úΞηÓùΤτàλ+
ùΘτ∴ôκ♦↔χΚ ΤχΚ↓τ ≅νκΣ∞κ×λ+
ΘδΚÞûΟΥ ΚΜκΣô∴ ≅àΣΞδΚûΖÙλ
ΞηΠδΚρ ùΚôηΟ Ξô∴↑οΩôΚ Τôσ°χ
ùΚôρΖ úΞηÓùΤτàλ ΡοùΩηΠúΤ
ùΘτ∴ôκ↔χΚ ΤχΚÞχÏ ΒλΤôσ[ιûΘ
≅ûΟÙλΣ⁄ε ùΜµΘÕ− ùΘτ∴ôκ♦↔χΚ
≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟιûΘκ Σσ° áßûΚ♠ο
ΤηúΟΩô ΒπΞôß á°∴ôν−
   »»ùΘτ∴ôκ♦↔χΚ ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟλ+
ΚΟϕΘ ΚôΩλ Τσßλ ΦƒνΚôΩλ Α€Υ
ΒςηûΟκ Σσ°Ùλ ùΘ↔↑χ€[Õ− ΙÚ ×[λ
ùΘτ∴ôκ♦↔χΚ Ξô′ΚΖôΚ Β∴ΞôΘ+
ùΚôåςλ+ ≅ΟχÏØû[ úΣôτ[ ΚΟϕΘ ΚôΩ
Øû[ΚûΖ ΦκúΣôÕλ ƒÚλΣÜλ
≅àΤƒχΚôΤο ΒÚκΣΘσÏ ×±ΘΤô∴ ϑν
ΙκΣϕΘιûΘ ùΜµÕ ùΚôρÞΘο Τσù[ôÚ
×[λ ≅ûΘ↑Ο Øχ€ΥΤô∴Õ Τß Ξ⁄Ξλ
ùΣσ[ Ρλ ΡôÓ ∆ηûΤ♠ο ØÝûΤΥô∴
ΦηΠδΚÞΟτ ΤχΚρ ≅û∴ΞÚλ
≅ΘôΞÕ ΚÚκ♦∴ιΘΞνΚρ+ ùΞρûΖ
Β∴ιΘΞνΚρ  ùΣηΚρ  ΑηΚρ
ΣδÏΘôςνΚΖôΚ ΤôßΞÕ ΑÏλ»»+

ΒκΣΟλ ΘσúΣôûΘΥ
ùΘτ∴ôκ♦↔χΚô↑τ ∆Πν↑û∴
ΣΟλ♦⁄ιÕχ ΚôγÓ€[Õ ùΘτ∴ôκ♦↔χΚνΚρ
ΘδΚρ  ΡôγûΟ  Ξô∴↑ο  ΡôÓ  Φτß
≅ûΨιÕχùΚôρ€[ôνΚρ− Γτ Φτß
∆δΚΖôο Ε€χΚ ΒΥÛΤô>µµ

   ↑ÓΘûΩχΚô∴ ùΘτ∴ôκ♦↔χΚô↑τ úΣôςôγΟχ ΚûΘ ∆δΚÞχÏ ΒϕƒΥ úΘ′Υ
ΒΥχΚιûΘ  ♣û∴ÜΣÓιÕ€[Θô>
< Ï⁄úΥσ[ΞôΘι ΘτûΤ

< ΣοúΞß ΜêΚδΚ↓ûΟúΥ ùΘôΟν×
< ΘûΩûΤ9 Κôϕƒ . ΤηúΟΩô
< úΣôςôγΟιƒσÏ ΘûΩûΤ Ξ′ιΘ Κγ′ Ακ↔χΚ úΘ′Υ Κôδ€ςυ . ΒϕƒΥ úΘ′Υ Κôδ€ςυ

< úΣôςôγΟ Øû[

ΡΤχÏ ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟλ Γτ úΘûΞ+
≅Õ Φτ∴ ùΜµ€[Õ úΣôτ[ ΚÚιÕΚûΖκ
×↔ϕÕùΚôρΖ ùΘτ∴ôκ♦↔χΚ ΡôÓ ΙÚ
′[ϕΘ ΦÓιÕχΚôγÓ− Βκ×ƒΥ ΤχΚΖôγ′♠ο
≅ΟχÏ Øû[ûΥε ùΜµΘΞνΚρ +
≅ΟχÏØû[χÏ ΑΖô∴ΞνΚρ ΒûΠϕÕ
ΞôΨúΞηÓùΤ∴ ♣û∴χ€τ[∴ν− ΙÚΞûς
ΙÚΞν Ρλ×Θο ≅πΞΖÜ Φ↓ΘοΩ− ≅ΞςΞν
ΣΥλ ≅ΞςΞνΚÞχÏ ΒÚχÏλ− ≅ΞνΚρ
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ùΘτ∴ôκ♦↔χΚôûΞκ Σσ° úΤÛλ ↑ΞςδΚÞχÏ .https://www.gov.za Φτàλ ΞûΩΘΖιƒσÏε ùΜοΚ−

1−1− ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟλ ΡΤχÏ Γτ úΘûΞ>
ΘδΚÞûΟΥ ΡΩτΚûΖ ΚôιÕχùΚôρΖ
↑Úλ♦∴ν− ùΣÚλ Φη∞χûΚ♠Ωô∴
ΚÚκ♦∴ιΘΞνΚρ ΤχΚΖôγ′ ãιƒςΤô∴
ùΣÚλΣôτûΤ♠∴ν Αγ′ Φτàλ
↑ƒØû[χÏ ΜΤςΜΤôΚχ áΟôÕ Φτß
úΚô↔∴ν− ùΞρûΖ♠∴ ′ßΣôτûΤúΥôν
ΘδΚÞûΟΥ ′[κ× ≅ƒΚôςδΚûΖÙλ+
ùΜôιÕχΚûΖÙλ ΣôÕΚôιÕχùΚôρΖ
ΑνΞλ Κôγ⁄∴ν−

∆δΚÞûΟΥ
Øτú∴σ[ιûΘ

úΜôƒιÕ
ùΚôρÞδΚρ
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After long negotiations both parties
agreed to a compromise. The whites
agreed to the principle of majority
rule and that of one person one vote.
They also agreed to accept some
basic rights for the poor and the
workers. The blacks agreed that
majority rule would not be absolute.
They agreed that the majority would
not take away the property of the white
minority. This compromise was not
easy. How was this compromise going
to be implemented? Even if they
managed to trust each other, what
was the guarantee that this trust will
not be broken in future?

The only way to build and
maintain trust in such a situation
is to write down some rules of the
game that everyone would abide by.
These rules lay down how the rulers
are to be chosen in future. These
rules also determine what the
elected governments are
empowered to do and what they
cannot do. Finally these rules
decide the rights of the citizen.
These rules will work only if the
winner cannot change them very
easily. This is what the South
Africans did. They agreed on some
basic rules. They also agreed that
these rules will be supreme, that no
government will be able to ignore
these. This set of basic rules is called
a constitution.

Constitution making is not unique
to South Africa. Every country has
diverse groups of people. Their
relationship may not have been as
bad as that between the whites and
the blacks in South Africa. But all
over the world people have
differences of opinion and interests.
Whether democratic or not, most
countries in the world need to have
these basic rules. This applies not just
to governments. Any association
needs to have its constitution. It could
be a club in your area, a cooperative

society or a political party, they all
need a constitution.

A C T I V I T Y

Approach a club or cooperative society or union or
political party in your locality. Get a copy of their rule
book (it is often called Rules of Association) and
read it. Are these rules in accordance with principles
of democracy? Do they give membership to any
person without discrimination?

Thus, the constitution of a
country is a set of written rules that
are accepted by all people living
together in a country. Constitution
is the supreme law that determines
the relationship among people
living in a territory (called citizens)
and also the relationship between
the people and government. A
constitution does many things:
First, it generates a degree of trust

and coordination that is
necessary for different kind of
people to live together;

Second, it specifies how the
government will be constituted,
who will have power to take which
decisions;

 Third, it lays down limits on the
powers of the government and tells
us what the rights of the citizens
are; and

Fourth, it expresses the
aspirations of the people about
creating a good society.
All countries that have constitutions

are not necessarily democratic. But
all countries that are democratic will
have constitutions. After the War of
Independence against Great Britain,
the Americans gave themselves a
constitution. After the Revolution, the
French people approved a democratic
constitution. Since then it has
become a practice in all democracies
to have a written constitution.

This is not fair! What
was the point in
having a
Constituent
Assembly in India if
all the basics were
already decided?
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   ¿ηΟ ΚΩϕÕûςΥôΟοΚÞχÏκ ♦τ ΒÚ
♦↔↑∴Úλ ΜΤςΜιƒσÏ ΞϕΘ∴ν−
ùΣÚλΣôτûΤ♠∴ν Αγ′ ΙÚ ΡΣν+ ΙÚ
ΞôχÏ Φτàλ ùΚôρûΚ♠û∴ ùΞρûΖ
Β∴ιΘΞν ΓσßχùΚôηΟ∴ν −
ΓûΨΚÞχÏλ+ ùΘô→ΩôΖνΚÞχÏλ ′Ω
≅⁄κΣûΟ ∆↔ûΤΚûΖ ΞΨδÏΞΘσÏλ
≅ΞνΚρ Ικ×χùΚôηΟ∴ν−
ùΣÚλΣôτûΤ♠∴ν Αγ′ ΜνΞƒΚôς
Αγ′ΥôΚ ΒÚιΘο áΟôÕ ΦτΣûΘ
ΚÚκ♦∴ιΘΞνΚρ ΓσßχùΚôηΟ∴ν−
′ßΣôτûΤ♠∴ςô∴ ùΞρûΖ
Β∴ιΘΞνΚ↓τ ùΜôιÕχΚûΖ
ùΣÚλΣôτûΤ♠∴ςô∴ ΚÚκ♦∴ιΘΞνΚρ
ûΚκΣσ[ΤôγΟôνΚρ Φτß
∆ßƒΥ↓ιΘ∴ν− Α∴ôο ΒϕΘ ΜΤςΜλ
≅πΞΖÜ  Φ↓Θô∴Õ  ≅οΩ−  ΒûΘ
ΦπΞôß ΡûΟØû[κΣÓιÕΞν> ≅ΞνΚρ
ΙÚΞûςùΥôÚΞν Ρλ♦∴ôÛλ
ΦƒνΚôΩιƒο ΒΞνΚÞχ€ûΟúΥ ∆ρΖ
Ρλ♦χûΚ ′Θ[ôΤ←ÚχÏλ ΦτΣΘσÏ
Φτ∴ ∆ιΘςΞôΘλ ∆ρΖÕ>
  ≅ÕúΣôτ[ ãθ♣ûΩ♠ο
ΒÚ♦↔↑∴νΚÞχ€ûΟúΥ Ρλ♦χûΚûΥ
≅ƒΚ↔κΣΘσÏλ ùΘôΟνΞΘσÏλ ΒÚΞÚλ
ΚγÓκΣÓλΣ⁄ ΒÚχÏλ Ξûς♠ο ′Ω
↑ƒΚûΖ ΒΥσ°∴ν− ΦƒνΚôΩιƒο
Αγ′ΥôΖνΚûΖ ΦπΞôß úΘνϕùΘÓχΚ
úΞηÓλ ΦτΣûΘÙλ Βπ↑ƒØû[Κρ
ùΘ↔ΥκΣÓιÕ€τ[∴− ΒûΞ
úΘνϕùΘÓχΚκΣγΟ ≅ςΜôδΚλ Φτ∴ ùΜµΥ
úΞηÓλ> Φτ∴ ùΜµΥχáΟôÕ>
ΦτΣûΘÙλ ùΘ↔↑χ€τ[∴− ΒßƒΥôΚ+
Βπ↑ƒØû[Κρ Ï⁄ΤχΚ↓τ
∆↔ûΤΚûΖÙλ ♣νΠ♠χ€τ[∴−
ùΞτ[ΞνΚρ Βπ↑ƒØû[ΚûΖ
ΒΥΩôΤο ΒÚχÏλúΣôÕ ΤγÓúΤ ΒûΞ
ùΜΥοΣÓλ− ùΘτ∴ôκ♦↔χΚ ΤχΚρ
ΒûΘιΘôτ ùΜµΘ∴ν− ≅ΞνΚρ ′Ω
≅⁄κΣûΟ ↑ƒØû[Κρ ÁÕ Ικ×Θο
ùΘ↔↑ιΘ∴ν− Βπ ↑ƒØû[Κρ ♥ΚÜλ
∆ΥνϕΘûΞ+ ΦϕΘ ≅ςΜôδΚØλ ΒûΘ
Τ[ιΘο áΟôÕ Φτßλ ΓσßχùΚôηΟ∴ν−
ΒπΞô[ô∴ ≅⁄κΣûΟ ↑ƒØû[Κ↓τ
ùΘôÏκûΣúΥ ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟλ
ΦτΣν−

≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟιûΘι
ΘΥô↔ιΘο ùΘτ∴ôκ♦↔χΚô↑σÏ ΤγÓλ
Θ±κΣγΟΘοΩ− ΙπùΞôÚ Ρôγ⁄Ûλ
ΣοúΞß ΜêΚιƒ∴ν Ξôθ€τ[∴ν−
≅ΞνΚÞχ€ûΟúΥ ∆ρΖ ùΘôΟν×
ùΘτ∴ôκ♦↔χΚô↑ÛρΖ ùΞρûΖ+
ΚÚκ× Β∴ιΘΞνΚÞχ€ûΟúΥ ∆ρΖ
ùΘôΟνûΣκúΣôο ùΚγΟΘôΚ
ΒοΩôΤ←χΚΩôλ− Α∴ôο ∆ΩΚλ
ØÝΞÕλ ∆ρΖ ΤχΚÞχÏ ΣοúΞßΣγΟ
ΚÚιÕχΚρ ΑνΞδΚρ ΒÚχÏλ−
ΤχΚΖôγ′ ΡôΟô∴ôÛλ ΒοΩô↑γΟôÛλ
∆ΩΚιƒτ ùΣÚλΣôΩô∴ ΡôÓΚÞχÏ
ΒπΞ⁄κΣûΟ ↑ƒØû[Κρ ΒÚιΘο
úΞηÓλ− ΒÕ ≅ςΜôδΚδΚÞχÏ ΤγÓúΤ
Ξςλ♦σÏγΣγΟΘτß− ΦϕΘ ΜêΚιƒσÏλ
ΜδΚιƒσÏλ ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟλ
úΘûΞ− ≅Õ ∆δΚρ ΣÏƒ♠ÛρΖ

ÏÝΞôΚ ΒÚχΚΩôλ− áγÓ[ÜεΜδΚλ
≅οΩÕ Κγ′ΥôΚ ΒÚχΚΩôλ− ΒûΞ
≅û∴ιƒσÏλ ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟλ
úΘûΞ−

   ΒπΞôß ΙÚ Ρôγ⁄τ ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε
ΜγΟλ ΦτΣÕ ≅ϕΡôγ⁄ο ΒûΠϕÕ
ΞôÝλ  ΤχΚρ  ≅û∴ΞÚλ  Γσß
ΓÝƒχùΚôηΟ ↑ƒØû[Κ↓τ
ùΘôÏκΣôÏλ− ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×εΜγΟλ
ΦτΣÕ ΙÚ ♣ΩκΣÏƒ♠ο ΞôÝλ ΡΣν
∋Ï⁄ΤχΚρ(ΚÞχ€ûΟúΥ ∆ρΖ
ùΘôΟν♦û∴Ùλ ΤχΚÞχÏλ
≅ςΜôδΚιƒσÏλ ΒûΟúΥ ∆ρΖ
ùΘôΟν♦û∴Ùλ  Ø⁄Ü  ùΜµÙλ  ♥Κ
∆ΥνϕΘ ΜγΟλ ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟλ−
< ØΘΩôΞÕ+ΣοúΞß ΞûΚΥô∴ ΡΣνΚρ

ΒûΠϕÕ ΞôθΞΘσÏ úΘûΞΥô∴
Ρλ♦χûΚ Τσßλ ΙÚδ€ûΠκûΣÙλ
∆ÚΞôχ€ι ΘÚ€[Õ−

< ΒςηΟôΞÕ+ ≅ςΜôδΚλ ΦπΞôß
ΓσΣÓιΘκΣÓ€[Õ ΦτΣûΘ
Ï°κ♦Ó€[Õ−

< êτ[ôΞÕ+ ΒÕ ≅ςΜôδΚ
≅ƒΚôςιƒτ ÁÕ ΚγÓκΣôÓΚûΖ
↑ƒχ€[Õ−Ï⁄ΤχΚ↓τ ∆↔ûΤΚρ
Φτ∴ ΦτΣûΘ ΡΤχÏ
ùΘ↔ΥκΣÓιÕ€[Õ−

< ΡôτΚôΞÕ+ ΒÕ ′[ϕΘ ΜØΘôΥιûΘ
∆ÚΞôχÏΞÕ Σσ°Υ ΤχΚ↓τ
ΑνΞιûΘ ùΞ↓κΣÓιÕ€[Õ−

< ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟλ ùΚôηΟ
≅û∴ιÕ ΡôÓΚÞλ ΤχΚΖôγ′
ΡôÓΚΖôΚúΞ ΒÚχΚ úΞηÓùΤτ[
≅Ξ′Υ♥οûΩ Α∴ôο ΤχΚΖôγ′
ΡôÓΚρ ≅û∴ιƒσÏλ
≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟδΚρ ∆ρΖ∴−
€úςγ ♦↔γΟàχÏ ΦƒςôΚ ΡΟϕΘ
úΣôςôγΟιƒσÏκ ♦τ ≅ùΤ↔χΚνΚρ
ΘδΚÞχÏι ΘôδΚúΖ ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε
ΜγΟιûΘ ΒΥσ°χ ùΚôηΟôν−
×ςγ′χÏκ ♦τ∴ν ♦ςôτυ ΤχΚρ ΙÚ
ΤχΚΖôγ′ ≅⁄κΣûΟ♠Ωô∴
≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟιƒû∴ Γσ[∴ν−
≅τßØΘο ≅û∴ιÕ ΤχΚΖôγ′
ΡôÓΚÞχÏλ ΦÝιÕ Ξ⁄↑Ωô∴
≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟλ ΒÚιΘο
ΦτΣÕ ΙÚ ΤςΣôΚ Τô°ΥÕ−

ΒÕ ♣ΥôΥΤοΩ−
≅ û ∴ ι Õ
≅⁄κΣûΟΚûΖÙλ
ΓσΚ∴úΞ Ø⁄Ü
ù Μ µ Õ ↑ γ Ο ô ο
ΒϕƒΥô↑ο ≅ς′Υο
♣νΠΥ ΜûΣûΥ
ΓσΣÓιÕΞƒο Φτ∴
ΡτûΤ ∆ρΖÕ>

∆δΚρ ΣÏƒ♠ÛρΖ ÏÝ ≅οΩÕ
áγÓ[Üε ΜδΚλ ≅οΩÕ ûΤΥλ ≅οΩÕ
≅ς′Υο Κγ′ Α€Ξσû[ ≅ÔΚÜλ+
≅ΞνΚÞûΟΥ ↑ƒØû[ΚΖΟδ€Υ ×ιΘΚ
ΡΚûΩ ΦÓιÕχùΚôρΖÜλ− ∋ΒΞσû[κ
ùΣôÕΞôΚ ΜδΚ ↑ƒØû[Κρ ΦτΣν(
≅ûΘκΣ⁄χΚÜλ − Βπ↑ƒØû[Κρ
ΤχΚΖôγ′ ùΚôρûΚΚÞχÏ ΓσΣ
∆ρΖ∴Ξô> ΦπΞûΚΥô∴ úΞßΣôγûΟÙλ
ΚôγΟôΤο ≅ûΞ ΦϕΘ ΡΣÚχÏλ ∆ßκ♦∴ν
≠γûΟ ΞΨδÏ€τ[∴Ξô>

ùΜΥο
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look like. Much of this consensus
had evolved during the freedom
struggle. Our national movement
was not merely a struggle against a
foreign rule. It was also a struggle
to rejuvenate our country and to
transform our society and politics.
There were sharp differences of
opinion within the freedom struggle
about the path India should take
after Independence. Such
differences exist even today. Yet
some basic ideas had come to be
accepted by almost everyone.

As far back as in 1928, Motilal
Nehru and eight other Congress
leaders drafted a constitution for
India. In 1931, the resolution at the
Karachi session of the Indian
National Congress dwelt on how
independent India’s constitution
should look like. Both these
documents were committed to the
inclusion of universal adult franchise,
right to freedom and equality and to
protecting the rights of minorities in
the constitution of independent India.
Thus some basic values were accepted
by all leaders much before the
Constituent Assembly met to
deliberate on the Constitution.

The familiarity with political
institutions of colonial rule also
helped develop an agreement over
the institutional design. The British
rule had given voting rights only to
a few. On that basis the British had
introduced very weak legislatures.
Elections were held in 1937 to
Provincial Legislatures and
Ministries all over British India.
These were not fully democratic
governments. But the experience
gained by Indians in the working
of the legislative institutions proved
to be very useful for the country in
setting up its own institutions and

Like South Africa, India’s
Constitution was also drawn up
under very difficult circumstances.
The making of the constitution for
a huge and diverse country like
India was not an easy affair. At that
time the people of India were
emerging from the status of subjects
to that of citizens. The country was
born through a partition on the
basis of religious differences. This
was a traumatic experience for the
people of India and Pakistan.

Atleast ten lakh people were killed
on both sides of the border in
partition related violence. There was
another problem. The British had left
it to the rulers of the princely states
to decide whether they wanted to
merge with India or with Pakistan or
remain independent. The merger of
these princely states was a difficult
and uncertain task. When the
constitution was being written, the
future of the country did not look as
secure as it does today. The makers
of the constitution had anxieties
about the present and the future of
the country.

A C T I V I T Y

Speak to your grandparents or some other elders
in your locality. Ask them if they have any memory
of partition or independence or the making of the
constitution. What were their fears and hopes about
the country at that time? Discuss these in the class-
room.

TTTTThe pahe pahe pahe pahe path tth tth tth tth to Co Co Co Co Constitutiononstitutiononstitutiononstitutiononstitution
Despite all these difficulties, there
was one big advantage for the
makers of the Indian Constitution.
Unlike South Africa, they did not
have to create a consensus about
what a democratic India should

Sardar VallabhbhaiSardar VallabhbhaiSardar VallabhbhaiSardar VallabhbhaiSardar Vallabhbhai
PPPPPatelatelatelatelatel

(1875-1950) born: Gujarat.
Minister of Home,

Information and
Broadcasting in the Interim
Government. Lawyer and
leader of Bardoli peasant

satyagraha. Played a
decisive role in the

integration of the Indian
princely states. Later:
Deputy Prime Minister.

Abul Kalam AzadAbul Kalam AzadAbul Kalam AzadAbul Kalam AzadAbul Kalam Azad
(1888-1958)

born: Saudi Arabia.
Educationist, author and
theologian; scholar of

Arabic. Congress leader,
active in the national
movement. Opposed

Muslim separatist politics.
Later: Education Minister in

the first union cabinet.

TTTTT.T.T.T.T.T.Krishnamachari.Krishnamachari.Krishnamachari.Krishnamachari.Krishnamachari
(1899-1974)

born: Tamil Nadu.
Member, Drafting

Committee. Entrepreneur
and Congress leader. Later:

Finance Minister in the
Union Cabinet.
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ùΘτ∴ôκ♦↔χΚôûΞκ úΣôτß ΒϕƒΥô↑Ûλ
♥ΚÜλ ùΡÚχΚ⁄Υô∴ ãθ♣ûΩΚÞχ€ûΟúΥ
≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ× ΜγΟιûΘ Ξ⁄ΞûΤιΘ∴ν−
ΒϕƒΥô úΣôτ[ ♥ΚκùΣ↔Υ− úΞßΣôÓΚρ
♣û[ϕΘ Ρôγ⁄σÏ ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγιûΘ
Ξ⁄ΞûΤιΘο ΦτΣÕ Φ↓Θô∴ ùΜΥο ≅οΩ−
≅εΜΤΥιƒο ΒϕƒΥ ΤχΚρ ΑΖκΣÓúΞôν
♣ûΩ♠←ÚϕÕ Ï⁄ΤχΚρ ♣ûΩχÏ
Øτú∴°∴ôν −  ΤΘúΞσßûΤΚ↓τ
≅⁄κΣûΟ♠ο ΡΟϕΘ ♦↔↑û∴♠←ÚϕÕ ΡôÓ
úΘôτ°ΥÕ− ΒÕ ΒϕƒΥô+ Σô€υΘôτ
ΤχΚÞχÏ Ξ← ♥ÏϕΘ ϑν ≅àΣΞλ−

♦↔↑û∴ι ùΘôΟνΣô∴ ¾↑ςΞô
Θιƒο ΦοûΩ♠τ ΒÚ×[Øλ ÑΤôν ΣιÕ
ΩγΜλ úΣν Β[ϕΘ∴ν− ≅úΘ ΜΤΥλ Τσù[ôÚ
♦ςε′û∴Ùλ ΦÝϕΘÕ ÑúΘ′ ΜΤυΘô∴δΚρ
ΒϕƒΥôÜΟτ ΒûΠΥ úΞηÓΤô ≅οΩÕ
Σô€υΘôàΟτ ΒûΠΥ úΞηÓΤô ≅οΩÕ
ÑΘϕƒςΤôΚ ΒÚχΚ úΞηÓΤô Φτàλ
ΚÚιûΘ Αδ€úΩΥνΚρ ÑúΘ′ ΜΤυΘô∴
Αγ′ΥôΖνΚ↓ΟúΤ ↑γÓ↑γΟ∴ν− ΒεÑúΘ′
ΜΤυΘô∴δΚ↓τ ΒûΠκ× ♥ΚÜλ
Κ⁄∴Τô∴ ♣εΜΥ♥τûΤÙΟτ á⁄Υ ΚÚιΘôΚ
ΒÚϕΘÕ− ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟιûΘ ΦÝÕλ
úΣôÕ Ρôγ⁄τ ΦƒνΚôΩλ ΘσúΣôÕ ∆ρΖûΘκ
úΣôτß ΣôÕΚôκΣô∴ΘôΚι úΘôτ[↑οûΩ−
≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟιûΘ ∆ÚΞôχ€ΥΞν
ΚÞχÏ Ρôγ⁄τ ≅κúΣôƒÚϕΘ ãθ♣ûΩûΥκ
Σσ°Ùλ ΦƒνΚôΩιûΘκ Σσ°Ùλ ΚΞûΩ

ΒÚϕΘÕ−

≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟιƒσΚô∴ Ξ→Øû[

ΒπΞΖÜ Βτ∴οΚρ ΒÚϕΘ úΣôƒÛλ
ΒϕƒΥ ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟ ′σ♦ΚÞχÏ
ΙÚ ùΣ↔Υ Ξôµκ♦ÚϕΘÕ− ùΘτ∴ôκ♦↔χ
ΚôûΞκúΣôο ≅οΩôΤο ΤχΚΖôγ′ ΒϕƒΥô
ΦπΞôß ΒÚχΚúΞηÓλ ΦτΣΘτ ÁÕ
≅ΞνΚρ ΙÚ♥ιΘ ΚÚιƒσÏ ùΚôηÓ

ΜνΘôν ΞοΩΣôµ
ΣγúΟο (1875-1950)

♦[κ× Ï⊥ςôι ΒϕƒΥô
∆ρÕû[ ≅ûΤεΜν+
ΒûΟχΚôΩ ≅ς′τ
ΘΚΞο ùΘôΟν× ΕΟΚ
≅ûΤεΜν+ ΞΨχΚ°Νν+
ΣνúΘô← ↑ΞΜô♠Κρ
úΣôςôγΟιƒτ ΘûΩΞν
ΜúΘ′ ΜΤυΘô∴δ
ΚûΖ ΒûΠκΣƒο
Øχ€Υ ΣδÏ Ξ€ιÕ
♦τ∴ν ÕûΠκ
♦ςΘΤςôΚÜλ ΒÚϕΘôν−

≅×ο ΚΩôλ ΑΜôι
(1888-1958)
♦[κ× 9 ùΜΖƒ
≅úς♦Υô Κο↑ΥôΖν
ΦÝιΘôΖν úΞΘôϕƒ
≅ς♦ùΤô→κ ×ΩΞν−
úΘ′Υ ΒΥχΚιƒο
ÑßÑßκΣôΚ ΣδΚôσ°
Κôδ€ςυ
ΘûΩΞςô∴ôν−ØυÄλ
♦↔↑û∴ΞôΘ
≅ς′ΥΩûΩ ΦƒνιΘôν−
ØΘο ΤιƒΥ Τϕƒ↔
ΜûΣ♠οΚο↑ΥûΤεΜν−

⁄−⁄−€ÚωΠΤôεΜô↔
(1899-1974)

♦[κ× 9 Θ♥θΡôÓ
≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε
ΜγΟ ΞûςÜχÏÝ

∆ßκ♦∴ν−
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2.3 ΒϕƒΥ ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟιûΘ ∆ÚΞôχÏΘο
ΞςúΞη⁄Υ úΘûΞ ΒοΩôΤο úΣô∴Õ+ ΒϕΘ
ΙÚ♥ιΘ ΚÚιÕ ùΣÚλΣôÛλ ↑ÓΘûΩκ
úΣôςôγΟχ ΚôΩιƒúΩúΥ Ξ⁄Ξλ ùΣσ[Õ− Ρλ
úΘ′⁄Υ ΒΥχΚλ ≅Υο ΡôγÓ Αγ′ûΥ
ΦƒνιÕ ΤγÓúΤ ΡΟϕΘ úΣôςôγΟΤοΩ− ΒÕ
Ρλ ΡôγûΟ ΤßΤΩνε′ΥûΟΥε ùΜµΞΘσÏλ+
ΜØΘôΥιûΘÙλ ≅ς′ΥûΩÙλ
ΤôσßΞΘσΚôΚÜλ ΡΟϕΘ úΣôςôγΟΤôÏλ−
↑ÓΘûΩχÏκ ♦τ∴ν ΒϕƒΥô ♦τΣσ[
úΞη⁄Υ Ξ→Øû[ΚûΖκ Σσ° úΘΜι
ΘûΩΞνΚÞχ€ûΟúΥ ¾↑ςΤô∴ ΚÚιÕΚ
úΞσßûΤΚρ ΒÚϕΘ∴− ≅ÕúΣôτ[
úΞσßûΤΚρ Βτ[ΖÜλ ∆ρΖ∴−
ΒÚκ♦àλ ′Ω ≅⁄κΣûΟχ ΚÚιÕΚûΖ
Γ[χÏû[Υ ≅û∴ΞÚλ ΓσßχùΚôηΟ∴ν−

1928 Αλ Αη⁄úΩúΥ Κôδ€ς′τ
úΤôƒΩôο úΡÚÜλ ♦[ΘûΩΞνΚρ ΦγÓ
úΣÚλ  Ρôγ⁄σΚôΚ ΙÚ ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε
ΜγΟιƒû∴ Ξ⁄ΞûΤιΘ∴ν− 0820ο ΒϕƒΥ
úΘ′Υ Κôδ€ςυ Κςôε′ ΤôΡôγ⁄ο ÑΘϕƒς
ΒϕƒΥ ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟλ ΦπΞôß
ΒÚχΚ  úΞηÓλ  ΦτΣΘτ  ÁÕ  ϑν
¾νΤô∴ιûΘε ùΜµΘÕ− Βπ↑ςηÓ
ΑΞΠδΚÞλ ≅û∴ΞÚχÏλ ΞΥÕ
ΞϕúΘôν ΞôχÏ↔ûΤûΥÙλ+ ÑΘϕƒςλ+
ΜΤιÕΞλ+ ΜúΚôΘςιÕΞιûΘÙλ
′ßΣôτûΤ♠∴↔τ ∆↔ûΤΚûΖ ΣôÕΚôχΚ
úΜνιΘ∴− ΒπΞôß ≅ς′ΩûΤκ× ÁÕ
ΚΩϕÕûςΥôÓΞΘσÏ ≅ς′Υο ♣νΠΥ ΜûΣ
áγÓΞΘσÏ Øτ∴ΘôΚúΞ ′Ω ≅⁄κΣûΟ
Τƒκ×ΚûΖ ΘûΩΞνΚρ ≅û∴ΞÚλ
ΓσßχùΚôηΟ∴ν−
Ï⁄úΥσ[ Αγ′♠ο ≅ς′Υο

♣[Ξ∴δΚÞΟτ ∆ρΖ ≅°ØΚλ ♣ßΞ∴
Øû[♠Ωô∴  Ξ⁄ΞûΤκ♦τ  ÁÕ  ΙÚ
ΙκΣϕΘιƒσÏ Ξς ÕûΠ×↔ϕΘÕ−  Αδ€úΩΥ
Αγ′♠ο ΤχΚρùΘôûΚ♠ο ′ΩÚχÏ ΤγÓúΤ
ΞôχÏ↔ûΤ ΘςκΣγΟÕ− ≅Θτ ≅⁄κΣûΟ♠ο
Αδ€úΩΥνΚρ ΣΩÅ∴Τô∴ ΜγΟ ΜûΣΚûΖ
≅°ØΚκΣÓιƒ∴ν− 0826ο  ΒϕƒΥô ØÝΞÕλ
ΞγΟôς ΜγΟ ΜûΣΚρ+ ≅ûΤεΜςûΞ
Õû[ΚÞχÏ úΘνΘοΚρ ΡΟϕΘ∴− ΒûΞ
ØÝΞÕλ ΤχΚΖôγ′ ≅ςΜôδΚδΚρ ≅οΩ−
Α∴ôο ΜγΟΜûΣΚ↓ο Σ∞ΥôσßΘο
Ξô♠ΩôΚ ΒϕƒΥνΚρ ùΣσ[ ≅àΣΞλ
ΘδΚÞûΟΥ ùΜôϕΘ ♣ßΞ∴δΚûΖ
♣ßÜΞΘσÏ+ ≅Ξσ°ο Σ∞ΥôσßΞΘσÏ

           ùΜΥο
∆δΚÞûΟΥ ΘôιΘô+ Σôγ⁄

≅οΩÕ ∆δΚÞûΟΥ ΣÏƒ♠ÛρΖ Τσ[
ùΣ↔ΥΞνΚÞΟτ ΚΩϕÕûςΥôΟÜλ+ Ρôγ⁄τ
♦↔↑û∴ ≅οΩÕ ÑΘϕƒςλ ≅οΩÕ
≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ× Σσ° ≅ΞνΚÞχÏ ΓúΘ∴λ
♣û∴↑Úχ€[Θô Φτß úΚγΚÜλ−
≅εΜΤΥιƒο ΡôγûΟκ Σσ° ≅ΞνΚÞûΟΥ
ΣΥλ+ ΒΞσû[κ Σσ° ΚΩϕÕûςΥôΟÜλ−
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working in them. That is why the
Indian constitution adopted many
institutional details and procedures
from colonial laws like the Government
of India Act, 1935.

Years of thinking and deliberation
on the framework of the constitution
had another benefit. Our leaders
gained confidence to learn from
other countries, but on our own
terms. Many of our leaders were
inspired by the ideals of French
Revolution, the practice of
parliamentary democracy in Britain
and the Bill of Rights in the US. The
socialist revolution in Russia had
inspired many Indians to think of
shaping a system based on social
and economic equality. Yet they
were not simply imitating what
others had done. At each step they
were questioning whether these
things suited our country. All these
factors contributed to the making of
our Constitution.

TTTTThe Che Che Che Che Constituenonstituenonstituenonstituenonstituent  At  At  At  At  Assemblyssemblyssemblyssemblyssembly
Who, then, were the makers of the
Indian Constitution? You will find
here very brief sketch of some of the
leaders who played an important
role in making the Constitution.

A C T I V I T Y

Find out more about any member of the Constituent
Assembly from your state or region who is not
mentioned here. Collect a photograph or make a
sketch of that leader. Write a short note on him or
her, following the same style as used here: Name
(year of birth-year of death), place of bir th (by
current political boundaries), brief description of
political activities; role played after the Constituent
Assembly.

The drafting of the document called
the constitution was done by an
assembly of elected representatives

called the Constituent Assembly.
Elections to the Constituent
Assembly were held in July 1946. Its
first meeting was held in December
1946. Soon after, the country was
divided into India and Pakistan. The
Constituent Assembly was also
divided into the Constituent Assembly
of India and that of Pakistan. The
Constituent Assembly that wrote
the Indian constitution had 299
members. The Assembly adopted
the Constitution on 26 November
1949 but it came into effect on 26
January 1950. To mark this day we
celebrate January 26 as Republic
Day every year.

Why should we accept the
Constitution made by this Assembly
more than six decades ago? We have
already noted one reason above. The
Constitution does not reflect the
views of its members alone. It
expresses a broad consensus of its
time. Many countries of the world
have had to rewrite their
Constitution afresh because the
basic rules were not acceptable to all
major social groups or political
parties. In some other countries, the
Constitution exists as a mere piece
of paper. No one actually follows it.
The experience of our Constitution
is different. Over the last half a
century, several groups have
questioned some provisions of the
Constitution. But no large social
group or political party has ever
questioned the legitimacy of the
Constitution itself. This is an unusual
achievement for any constitution.

The second reason for accepting
the Constitution is that the
Constituent Assembly represented
the people of India. There was no
universal adult franchise at that
time. So the Constituent Assembly
could not have been chosen directly
by all the people of India. It was

Rajendra PrasadRajendra PrasadRajendra PrasadRajendra PrasadRajendra Prasad
(1884-1963) born: Bihar.

President of the Constituent
Assembly. Lawyer, known

for his role in the
Champaran satyagraha. Three

times the president of
Congress. Later: the first

President of India.

H. C. MookherjeeH. C. MookherjeeH. C. MookherjeeH. C. MookherjeeH. C. Mookherjee
(1887-1956)
born: Bengal.

Vice-Chairman of the
Constituent Assembly.

Reputed author and
educationist. Congress

leader. Member of All India
Christian Council and

Bengal Legislative
Assembly. Later: Governor

of West Bengal.

Jaipal SinghJaipal SinghJaipal SinghJaipal SinghJaipal Singh
(1903-1970)

born: Jharkhand
A sportsman and

educationist. Captain of the
first national Hockey team.

Founder President of
Adivasi Maha Sabha. Later:
founder of Jharkhand Party.
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♥ΚÜλ ΣΥτΣγΟÕ− ≅Θ∴ôο Θôτ
ΒϕƒΥ ≅ς′ΩΥûΤκ×ε ΜγΟλ ΒϕƒΥ
≅ςΜôδΚε ΜγΟλ 0824←ÚϕÕλ+
Ï⁄úΥσ[ ΜγΟδΚ↓ ←ÚϕÕ+ ΣοúΞß
≅ûΤκ× Øû[♠Ωô∴
↑ΞςδΚûΖÙλ+ Øû[ΚûΖÙλ
ΦÓιÕχ ùΚôηΟÕ−
≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟ Ξ⁄ΞûΤκ♦τ

ÁÕ ΑηÓχ ΚΠχ€ο ùΜµΘ
′ϕΘû∴Κρ+ ΚΩϕÕûςΥôΟοΚρ
Τσù[ôÚ ΡτûΤûΥ ΓσΣÓιƒ∴− Ρλ
ΘûΩΞνΚρ ♦[ ΡôÓΚ↓ο ΒÚϕÕ
Κσ[°ΞΘσÏ ΘÏϕΘ Ρλ♦χûΚûΥκ
ùΣσ[∴ν− ≅ΞνΚ↓ο ΣΩν ♦ùςφÑκ
×ςγ′♠τ ΒΩγ′ΥδΚρ ♦↔γΟ±τ
Σôς ôÞΤτ[ ΤχΚΖôγ′ +
≅ùΤ↔χΚô↑τ Τ±Θ ∆↔ûΤ ΤúΜôΘô
úΣôτ[Ξσ[ôο ΕχΚλ ùΣσ[∴ν−
ςωΥô↑τ úΜô×Υ←Μκ ×ς γ′
ùΣÚλΣôΩô∴ ΒϕƒΥνΚ↓ûΟúΥ ΜêΚ+
ùΣôÚΖôΘôς ΜΤιÕΞιƒτ
≅⁄κΣûΟ♠Ωô∴ ΙÚ ≅ûΤκ♦û∴
Ξ⁄ΞûΤχΚ úΞηÓλ Φτàλ
′ϕΘû∴ûΥι çη⁄ΥÕ− ΒÚκ♦àλ
≅ΞνΚρ ♦[ν ùΜµΘΞσû[ ≅κΣ⁄úΥ
♦τΣσ[↑οûΩ− ΒχΚÚιÕΚρ Ρλ
Ρôγ⁄σÏ ùΣôÚϕÕΤô> Φτß
ΙπùΞôÚ Σ⁄♣ûΩ♠Ûλ ↑∴ô
ΦÝκ♦∴ν− ΒχΚÚιÕΚρ ≅û∴ιÕλ
Ρλ ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟιûΘ
Ξ⁄ΞûΤκΣƒο ÕûΠ×↔ϕΘ∴−

≅ς′Υο ♣νΠΥ ΜûΣ

≅πΞôù[±ο ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε
ΜγΟιûΘ ∆ÚΞôχÏΣΞν Υô ν>
≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟιûΘ
Ξ⁄ΞûΤκΣιƒο Øχ€Υ ΣδÏ Ξ€ιΘ
′Ω ΘûΩΞνΚûΖκ Σσ° ÑÚχΚΤôΚ
ΒδÏ ¿δΚρ ùΘ↔ϕÕ ùΚôρΖΩôλ−

                 ΒδÏ Ï°κ♦ΟκΣΟôΘ
∆δΚÞûΟΥ Τô♣Ω+ ΞγΟôςιûΘε úΜνϕΘ
≅ς′Υο ♣νΠΥΜûΣ  ∆ßκ♦∴νΚûΖκ Σσ°
≅°ΥÜλ− ≅ΞÚûΟΥ ×ûΚκΣΟιûΘ
úΜΚ↔χΚÜλ ≅οΩÕ ≅ΞÚûΟΥ Τôƒ↔κ
ΣΟιûΘ ΞûςΥÜλ− ΒδÏ ΣΥτΣÓιƒΥ
Øû[ûΥ ♦τΣσ° ≅Ξν Σσ°Υ ΙÚ
′ßΚûΘûΥ ΦÝΘÜλ− ùΣΥν ∋♦[κ×+ Β[κ×
ΑηÓΚρ( ♦[ϕΘ ΒΟλ ∋ΘσúΣôûΘΥ
≅ς′Υο ΦοûΩΚûΖ ♦τΣσ°( ≅ς′Υο
ùΜΥσΣôÓΚ↓τ ÑÚχΚΤô∴ ↑Ξςλ+ ≅ς′Υο
♣νΠΥ ΜûΣχÏκ ♦τ∴ν Ξ€ιΘ ΣδÏ+
≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟλ Φτàλ ΑΞΠιûΘ
ΒΥσßΘο ≅ς′Υο ♣νΠΥ ΜûΣ Φτàλ
úΘνϕùΘÓχΚκΣγΟ ♦ƒ♣ƒΚρ ΜûΣ êΩλ
ΡΟϕΘÕ−

≅ς′Υο ♣νΠΥ ΜûΣχÏ 0835ο ⊥øûΩ♠ο
úΘνΘοΚρ ΡûΟùΣσ[∴ ΒΘτ ØΘο ΤôΡôÓ
0835 ⁄ΜλΣ↔ο ΡûΟùΣσ[Õ− ≅Θτ♦τ+
↑ûς↑úΩúΥ ΡôÓ ΒςηΟôΚ ♦↔ιÕ ≅ς′Υο
♣νΠΥ ΜûΣÙλ Σô€υΘô±τ ≅ς′Υο
♣νΠΥ ΜûΣ+ ΒϕƒΥ ≅ς′Υο ♣νΠΥΜûΣ
Φ∴ ΒςηΟôΚκ ♦↔ϕΘÕ− ΒϕƒΥ
≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟιûΘ 188 ∆ßκ♦∴νΚρ
ùΚôηΟ ≅ς′Υο ♣νΠΥ ΜûΣ ΦÝƒΥÕ−
≅ς′Υο ♣νΠΥ ΜûΣ ΦÝƒΥÕ− ≅ς′Υο
♣νΠ ΜûΣ ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟιûΘ 0835
ΡΞλΣν 15ο ΓσßχùΚôηΟÕ− Α∴ôο ΒÕ
081/  ⊥∴Ξ↔  15  Φτß  ΡûΟØû[χÏ
ΞϕΘÕ− ΒΘτ ≅ûΟΥôΖΤôΚ ΡôΤ
ΙπúΞôςôηÓλ ⊥∴Ξ↔ 15Η Ï⁄ΥςÑ
ƒ∴ΤôΚ ùΚôηΟôÓ€ú[ôλ−

Αß ΣιΘôηÓΚÞχÏ ØτúΣ ≅ς′Υο
♣νΠΥ ΜûΣΥôο ΦÝΘκΣγΟ ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε
ΜγΟιûΘ Ρôλ Γτ ΓσΚ úΞηÓλ> Ρôλ
ΓσΚ∴úΞ úΤúΩ ΙÚ ΚôςΠιûΘχ
á°ú∴ôλ− ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟλ ΦτΣÕ
≅Θτ ∆ßκ♦∴νΚ↓τ ΚÚιÕΚûΖ ΤγÓúΤ
Φƒùςô←χΚôÕ− ≅Õ ≅χΚôΩιƒτ ↑↔Ξô∴
ΙÚ♥ιΘ ΚÚιûΘ ùΞ↓κΣÓιÕλ− ∆Ω€τ
ΣοúΞß ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ× ΜγΟιûΘ ƒÚλΣÜλ
ΦÝΘúΞη⁄♠ÚϕΘÕ− Γù∴±ο ≅Θτ
≅⁄κΣûΟ ↑ƒØû[Κρ ≅û∴ιÕλ Øχ€Υ
ΜØΘôΥ ΜêΚδΚρ ≅οΩÕ ≅ς′Υο
Κγ′ΚÞχÏ Γσ×ûΟΥΘôΚ ΒοûΩ− úΤÛλ
′Ω ΡôÓΚ↓ο ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟλ ΦτΣÕ
ùΞßλ ùΞσßιΘôΖôΚúΞ ΒÚϕΘÕ− ΥôÚλ
ΒûΘ Õο←ΥΤôΚ ♦τΣσ[ΤôγΟôνΚρ− Ρλ
≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ× Βƒ←ÚϕÕ úΞßΣγΟÕ− ΚΟϕΘ
≅ûςèσ[ôηÓ ΚôΩιƒο ΣΩ ΜêΚδΚρ
≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟιƒο ′Ω ↑ƒØû[Κρ
ÁÕ ↑∴ô ΦÝκ♦∴− Α∴ôο ΦϕΘ ùΣ↔Υ
ΜØΘôΥκ ♦↔úΞô ≅οΩÕ ≅ς′Υο Κγ′úΥô
≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟιƒτ ΜγΟ
ΙÚδ€ûΠκ× Σσ° ↑∴ô ΦÝκΣ↑οûΩ−
ΒÕ ΦϕΘ ΙÚ ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ♦σÏλ
≅ΜôΘôςΠ ùΞσ°ΥôÏλ−
≅ς′ΥΩûΤκûΣ ΓσßχùΚôρΞΘσÏ

ΒςηΟôΞÕ ΚôςΠλ+ ≅ς′Υο ♣νΠΥ ΜûΣ
ΒϕƒΥ Ρôγ⁄σÏ ♦↔ƒ♣ƒιÕΞλ Ξ€ιΘûΤúΥ−
≅χΚôΩιƒο ≅û∴ΞÚχÏλ ùΣôÕΞô∴
ΞΥÕ ΞϕúΘôν ΞôχÏ↔ûΤ ΒοûΩ− Φ∴úΞ
≅ς′Υο ♣νΠΥ ΜûΣ úΡς⁄ΥôΚ ΒϕƒΥ
ΤχΚΖôο úΘνϕùΘÓχΚκΣΟ↑οûΩ−

Βςôú⊥ϕƒς ♦ςΜôι

( 1 8 8 4 - 1 9 6 3 )

♦[κ× 9 ÀΚôν ≅ς′Υο
♣νΠΥ ΜûΣ♠τ
ΘûΩΞν− ΞΨχΚ°Νν
ΜλΣôςτ ΜιƒΥô€ςΚιƒο
ΣδÏùΚôηΟΞν− úΘ′Υ
Κôδ€ς″ο êτß
Øû[ ΘûΩΞςôΚ
ΒÚϕΘôν− ΒϕƒΥô↑τ
ØΘο Ï⁄ΥςÑι ΘûΩΞν

ûε−′−ØΚν≥
(1887-1956)

♦[κ×9 ΞδΚôΖλ
≅ς′Υο ♣νΠΥ
ΜûΣ♠τ ÕûΠι
ΘûΩΞν− ×Κθ♥χΚ
ΦÝιΘôΖν ΘûΩΞν
≅ û ∴ ι ƒ ϕ ƒ Υ
€°ιΘΞ ÏÝ↑τ
∆ßκ♦∴ν ΞδΚôΖ
ΜγΟΜûΣ ∆ßκ♦∴ν−
úΤσÏ ΞδΚôΖ
ΑÞΡν−

ù⊥µΣôο ′δ
(1903-1970)

♦[κ× 9 ⊥ôνΚηγ
↑ûΖΥôγÓ Åςν +
Κο↑ΥôΖν + ØΘο
úΘ′Υ ôχ€
≅∞♠τ ΘûΩΞν
ΑƒΞô′ΤΚô ΜûΣ♠τ
♣ ß Ξ ∴ ι Θû Ω Ξ ν
⊥ôνΚηγ Κγ′ûΥ
♣ß↑ΥΞν−

ùΜΥο
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elected mainly by the members of
the existing Provincial Legislatures
that we mentioned above. This
ensured a fair geographical share of
members from all the regions of the
country. The Assembly was
dominated by the Indian National
Congress, the party that led India’s
freedom struggle. But the Congress
itself included a variety of political
groups and opinions. The Assembly
had many members who did not
agree with the Congress. In social
terms too, the Assembly represented
members from different language
groups, castes, classes, religions
and occupations. Even if the
Constituent Assembly was elected
by universal adult franchise, its
composition would not have been
very different.

Finally, the manner in which the
Constituent Assembly worked gives
sanctity to the Constitution. The

Constituent Assembly worked in a
systematic, open and consensual
manner. First some basic principles
were decided and agreed upon.
Then a Drafting Committee chaired
by Dr. B.R. Ambedkar prepared a
draft constitution for discussion.
Several rounds of thorough
discussion took place on the Draft
Constitution, clause by clause. More
than two thousand amendments
were considered. The members
deliberated for 114 days spread over
three years. Every document
presented and every word spoken in
the Constituent Assembly has been
recorded and preserved. These are
called ‘Constituent Assembly
Debates’. When printed, these
debates are 12 bulky volumes! These
debates provide the rationale behind
every provision of the Constitution.
These are used to interpret the
meaning of the Constitution.

Read the information about all the makers of the Indian Constitution given in the side columns here. You
don’t need to memorise this information. Just give examples from these to support the following
statements:
1. The Assembly had many members who were not with the Congress
2. The Assembly represented members from different social groups
3. Members of the Assembly believed in different ideologies

22222.4 G.4 G.4 G.4 G.4 GUIDINGUIDINGUIDINGUIDINGUIDING     VVVVVALUESALUESALUESALUESALUES     OOOOOFFFFF     THETHETHETHETHE I I I I INDIANNDIANNDIANNDIANNDIAN C C C C CONSTITUTIONSTITUTIONSTITUTIONSTITUTIONSTITUTIONONONONON

In this book we shall study the
exact provisions of the Constitution
on different subjects. At this stage
let us begin by understanding the
overall philosophy of what our
Constitution is all about. We can do
this in two ways. We can
understand it by reading the views
of some of our major leaders on our
Constitution. But it is equally
important to read what the
Constitution says about its own
philosophy. This is what the
preamble to the Constitution does.

Let us turn to these, one by one.

The Dream and the PromiseThe Dream and the PromiseThe Dream and the PromiseThe Dream and the PromiseThe Dream and the Promise
Some of you may have noticed a
name missing from the sketches of
the makers of the constitution:
Mahatma Gandhi. He was not a
member of the Constituent
Assembly. Yet there were many
members who followed his vision.
Years ago, writing in his magazine
Young India in 1931, he had spelt
out what he wanted the Constitution
to do:

Baldev SinghBaldev SinghBaldev SinghBaldev SinghBaldev Singh
( 1901-1961)
born: Haryana.

A successful entrepreneur
and leader of the Panthic
Akali Party in the Punjab
Assembly. A nominee of

the Congress in the
Constituent Assembly.

Later: Defence Minister in
the Union Cabinet.

G. DurgabaiG. DurgabaiG. DurgabaiG. DurgabaiG. Durgabai
DeshmukhDeshmukhDeshmukhDeshmukhDeshmukh
(1909-1981)

born: Andhra Pradesh.
Advocate and public activist
for women’s emancipation.
Founder of Andhra Mahila
Sabha. Congress leader.

Later: Founder Chairperson
of Central Social Welfare

Board.
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ΣοúΘπ ′δ
(1901-1961)

♦[κ× 9 ↔Υô∴ô ΙÚ
ùΞσ°ΚςΤô∴ ↑ΥôΣôς
úΤûΘ ΣφΜôκ Μγ Ο
ΜûΣ♠ο Σôϕƒχ ≅Κô←
Κγ′♠τ ΘûΩΞν ≅ς′Υο
♣νΠΥ ΜûΣ♠ο
Κôδ€ςΜôο Øτ
ùΤô→ΥκΣγΟ úΞγΣôΖν−
ΤιƒΥ Τϕƒ↔ ΜûΣΥο
Σ ô Õ Κ ô κ × ι Õ û [
≅ûΤεΜν−

≥−ÕνχΚôΣôµ
úΘωØχ

(1909-1981)

♦[κ× 9 Αϕƒς
♦ ς ú Θ Μ λ −
ΞΨχΚ°Νν− ùΣη
↑ Ó Θ û Ω χ Κ ô Κ
úΣôςô⁄Υ ΜêΚ
ùΜΥοÅςν− Αϕƒς
ΤΚ↓ν ΜûΣûΥ
♣ß↑ΥΞν− Κôδ€ςυ
ΘûΩΞν− ♦τ∴ν
ΜêΚ ΡΩιÕû[
Ξô↔Υιƒτ ♣ßΞ∴ι
ΘûΩΞν−

úΤσá°ΥΞôß ≅κúΣôÕ ΒÚϕΘ ΞγΟôς
ΜγΟΜûΣ ∆ßκ♦∴νΚΖôο ΒÕ Øχ€ΥΤôΚ
úΘνϕùΘÓχΚκΣγΟÕ ΒÕ Ρôγ⁄τ
≅û∴ιÕκ ΣÏƒΚ↓τ Κ∞ΜΤô∴
×↑♠Υο Σδ•γ⁄û∴  ∆ßƒùΜµΘÕ−
ΒϕƒΥ ÑΘϕƒςκ úΣôςôγΟιƒσÏ ΘûΩûΤ
Ξ€ιΘ ΒϕƒΥ úΘ′Υ Κôδ€ςυ
≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟιƒτ ÁÕ
úΤΩôηûΤ ùΜÛιƒΥÕ− Α∴ôο
Κôδ€ςυ Κγ′ ΣοúΞß  ΜêΚιƒ∴↔τ
≅ς′Υο ♦↔ÜΚρ+ ΚÚιÕΚûΖ
♦ςƒΣ←ιΘÕ− Κôδ€ςυ ∆Οτ ΙιÕΞςôΘ
ΣΩ ∆ßκ♦∴νΚρ ΒÚϕΘ∴ν− ΜγΟ ΜûΣ♠ο
ΣοúΞß ùΤô→♠∴ν Μôƒ♠∴ν ♦↔↑∴ν+
ΤΘιƒ∴ν Τσßλ ùΘô→ο ùΜµΣΞνΚρ
úΣôτ[ ♦ςƒ♣ƒιÕΞλ ùΣσ[
∆ßκ♦∴νΚρ ΒÚϕΘ∴ν− ΞΥÕ ΞϕúΘôν
≅û∴ΞÚχÏλ ΞôχÏ↔ûΤ ΒÚκ♦àλ+
≅ΞνΚΖôο ≅ς′Υο ♣νΠΥΜûΣ
úΘνϕùΘÓχΚκΣγΟôÛλ ≅Θτ ùΘôÏκ×
ΒΘσÏ úΞßΣγΟΘôΚ Ιτß♥οûΩ−
ΒßƒΥôΚ ≅ς′Υο ♣νΠΥΜûΣ

Σ∞Υôσ°Υ ↑Θλ ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε
ΜγΟιƒσÏ ×±Θι ΘτûΤûΥ ≅↓ιΘÕ−
≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟλ ΙÝδÏØû[♠τ

ΒδÏ ΣχΚ ¿ρ Ξ↔ûΜ♠ο ΘςκΣγΟ ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟιûΘ ∆ÚΞôχ€ΥΞνΚρ
≅û∴Ξûςκ Σσ°Ùλ ∆ρΖ ΘΚΞûΩκ Σ⁄χΚÜλ−
ΒιΘΚΞûΩ ¿δΚρ Τ∴κΣôΟλ ùΜµΥúΞη⁄Υ ≅Ξ′Υ♥οûΩ •θχΚôÔλ
≅°↑κ×ΚÞχÏ ΑΘςÜ ΘÚΞΘσÏ ΒΞσ°←ÚϕÕ ′Ω ΦÓιÕχΚôγÓΚûΖι ΘςÜλ−
1. ΒεΜûΣ♠τ Κôδ€ςυ Κγ′ûΥε úΜνϕΘ ΣΩ ∆ßκ♦∴νΚρ ∆ρΖ∴ν−
2. ΒεΜûΣ úΞßΣγΟ ΜØΘôΥκ ♦↔ÜΚûΖ ♦↔ƒΣ←χ€[Õ−
3. ΒεΜûΣ ∆ßκ♦∴νΚρ úΞßΣγΟ ′ϕΘû∴χ ΚÚιÕΚûΖ Ρλ♦∴ν−

Βϕè←ο Ρôλ ΣοúΞß ΚÚιÕΚ↓τ ÁÕ
≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟιƒÛρΖ Õο←ΥΤô∴
↑ƒØû[ΚûΖκ Σσ° Ρôλ Σ♠ΩΩôλ−
Βϕ♣ûΩ♠ο ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟιƒτ
ØÝûΤΥô∴ ΘιÕΞιûΘ ×↔ϕÕùΚôηÓ
Øτú∴ôχ€ε ùΜοúΞôλ− ΒûΘ Ρôλ ΒςηÓ
↑ΘΤôΚε ùΜµΥΩôλ− ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε
ΜγΟιƒτ ÁÕ Øχ€Υ ΘûΩΞνΚ↓τ
ΚÚιÕΚûΖ Σ⁄κΣΘτ Ξô♠ΩôΚÜλ ΒûΘκ
×↔ϕÕ ùΚôρΞΘ ΙÚ Øû[ ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε
ΜγΟλ Θτ ΘιÕΞιûΘ Σσ° Θôú∴ Φτ∴
↑ΖχÏ€[Õ ΦτΣûΘ Σ⁄κΣΘτ Ξô♠ΩôΚÜλ
×↔ϕÕ ùΚôρΖΩôλ ΦτΣÕλ Øχ€ΥΤô∴Õ−
ΙÝδÏØû[Υο ΣôςΣγΜ♥τ° ΙÚ♥ιΘ

ΚÚιÕΟτ  Σ∞Υôσ°ΥÕ  ØΘ←ο  ′Ω
≅⁄κΣûΟ ΚÚιÕχΚûΖ ♣νΠ♠χΚκΣγÓ
Γσßχ ùΚôρΖκΣγΟ∴− ≅κúΣôÕ ΟôχΟν
♦−Αν− ≅λúΣιΚν ΘûΩûΤ♠ο ΙÚ ÏÝ
≅ς′ΩΥûΤκ×ε ΜγΟ Ξûς↑û∴
ΚΩϕÕûςΥôΟÛχÏ ΑΥιΘλ ùΜµΘÕ−
ΞûςÜ ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟιƒτ ΙπùΞôÚ
↑ƒØû[ ÁÕλ ΣΩ ÑσßΚ↓ο ΚΩϕΘôµÜ
ΡûΟùΣσ[Õ− ΒςηΟô♠ςι ƒσÏλ úΤΩô∴
ƒÚιΘδΚρ ΚÚιƒο ùΚôρΖκΣγΟ∴−

∆ßκ♦∴νΚρ êτ[ôηÓΚ↓ο 003 ΡôγΚρ
ΚΩϕÕûςΥô⁄∴ν− ≅ς′Υο ♣νΠΥ ΜûΣ♠ο
ΙκΣûΟχΚκΣγΟ ΙπùΞôÚ ùΜôοÛλ ΣƒÜ
ùΜµΥκΣγΟ∴− ΣôÕΚôχΚκ ΣγΟ∴− ΒΞσû[
≅ς′Υο ♣νΠΥ ΜûΣ ↑ΞôΘδΚρ ΦτΣν−
ΒΞσû[ ≅ε′γΟúΣôΘ Βπ↑ΞôΘδΚρ 1
ùΣ↔Υ ùΘôÏκ×ΚΖôΚ ùΞ↓ΞϕΘ∴− ΒûΞ
↑ƒØû[Κ↓τ ♦τ∴ôο ∆ρΖ
ΣÏιΘ°↑û∴ ùΘ↔ΥκΣÓιÕ€τ[∴−
≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟιƒτ ùΣôÚρ
↑ΖχÏΞΘσÏ ΒûΞ ΣΥτΣγΟ∴−
≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟ ØΚκ×ûς áßΞÕλ

ΒÕúΞ− ΒΞσû[ ΙπùΞôτ[ôΚ ΑµúΞôλ−
Κ∴Üλ ΞôχÏßƒÙλ
∆δΚ↓ο ′Ων ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟιûΘ

∆ÚΞôχ€ΥΞνΚ↓ο ùΣΥν ΒοΩôΤ←ÚκΣûΘ
¿δΚρ ΚΞ±ιƒÚχΚΩôλ− ≅ΞνΘôτ
ΤΚôιΤôΚôϕƒ ≅Ξν ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟ
ΜûΣ ∆ßκ♦∴ν ≅οΩ− ΒÚκ♦àλ
≅ΞÚûΟΥ ΦηΠδΚûΖ ♦τΣσßλ ΣΩ
∆ßκ♦∴νΚρ ΒÚκΣν− ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟλ
ΦϕΘ ΒΩγ′ΥδΚûΖ ≅ûΟΥúΞηÓλ Φτß
Θôτ ↑Úλ×€ú[τ Φτàλ ΚÚιûΘ 0820ο
Θτ Young India ∋ΒûΖΥ ΒϕƒΥô( Φτàλ
ùΜµƒιΘô↓ο Ï°κ♦γÓρΖôν−

2.4. ΒϕƒΥ ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε Ξ→ΚôγÓλ Τƒκ×Κρ

ΣôςΣγΜ♥τ° ΙÚ♥ιΘ ΚÚιÕΟτ
Σ∞Υôσ°ΥÕ− ØΘ←ο ′Ω ≅⁄κΣûΟ
ΚÚιÕΚρ ♣νΠ♠χΚκΣγÓ Γσßχ
ùΚôρΖκΣγΟ∴−  ≅κúΣôÕ ΟôχΟν
♦−Αν−≅λúΣιΚν ΘûΩûΤ♠ο ΙÚ ÏÝ
≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟ Ξûς↑û∴
ΚΩϕÕûςΥôΟÛχÏ ΑΥιΘλ ùΜµΘÕ−
ΞûςÜ ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟιƒτ
ΙπùΞôÚ ↑ƒØû[ ÁÕλ ΣΩ ÑσßΚ↓ο
ΚΩϕΘôµÜ ΡûΟùΣσ[Õ− ΒςηΟô♠ςι
ƒσÏλ úΤΩô∴ ƒÚιΘδΚρ ΚÚιƒο
ùΚôρΖκΣγΟ∴− ∆ßκ♦∴νΚρ
êτ[ôηÓΚ↓ο 0 03 ΡôγΚρ
ΚΩϕÕûςΥô⁄∴ν− ≅ς′Υο ♣νΠΥ
ΜûΣ♠ο ΙκΣûΟχΚκΣγΟ ΙπùΞôÚ
ΑΞΠØλ+ úΣΜκΣγΟ ΙπùΞôÚ
ùΜôοÛλ ΣƒÜ ùΜµΥκΣγΟ∴− ΒΞσû[
≅ς′Υο ♣νΠΥ ΜûΣ ↑ΞôΘδΚρ ΦτΣν−
ΒΞσû[ ≅ε′γΟúΣôÕ Βπ↑ΞôΘδΚρ
1 ùΣ↔Υ ùΘôÏκ×ΚΖôΚ ùΞ↓ΞϕΘ∴−
ΒûΞ ↑ƒØû[Κ↓τ ♦τ∴ôο ∆ρΖ
ΣÏιΘ°↑û∴ ùΘ↔ΥκΣÓιÕ€τ[∴−
≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟιƒτ ùΣôÚûΖ
↑ΖχÏΞΘσÏ ΒûΞ ΣΥτΣγΟ∴−

∆δΚÞûΟΥ
Øτú∴σ[ιûΘ

úΜôƒιÕ
ùΚôρÞδΚρ
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Bhimrao RamjiBhimrao RamjiBhimrao RamjiBhimrao RamjiBhimrao Ramji
AmbedkarAmbedkarAmbedkarAmbedkarAmbedkar

(1891-1956) born: Madhya
Pradesh. Chairman of the

Drafting Committee. Social
revolutionary thinker and

agitator against caste
divisions and caste based
inequalities. Later: Law

minister in the first cabinet
of post-independence India.
Founder of Republican Party

of India.

I shall strive for a constitution which will release India from all thralldom

and patronage … I shall work for an India in which the poorest shall feel that it

is their country in whose making they have an effective voice; an India in which

there shall be no high class and low class of people; an India in

which all communities shall live in perfect harmony. There

can be no room in such an India for the curse of

untouchability or the curse of the intoxicating drinks

and drugs. Women will enjoy the same rights as men …

I shall be satisfied with nothing else.

This dream of an India that has
eliminated inequality was shared by
Dr. Ambedkar, who played a key role
in the making of the Constitution but
he had a different understanding of

how inequalities could be removed. He
often bitterly criticised Mahatma
Gandhi and his vision. In his conclud-
ing speech to the Constituent Assem
bly he stated his anxiety very clearly:

On the 26th of January 1950 we are going to enter a life of contradictions.

In politics we will have equality and in social and economic life we will have

inequality. In politics we will be recognising the principle of one man one vote and

one vote one value. In our social and economic life, we shall, by reason of our

social and economic structure, continue to deny the principle of one man one

value. How long shall we continue to live this life of contradictions? How long shall

we continue to deny equality in our social and economic life? If we continue to

deny it for long, we will do so only by putting our political democracy in peril.

Finally let us turn to Jawaharlal
Nehru giving his famous speech to the

Constituent Assembly at the stroke
of midnight on 15 August 1947:

Shyama PrasadShyama PrasadShyama PrasadShyama PrasadShyama Prasad
MukherjeeMukherjeeMukherjeeMukherjeeMukherjee

(1901-1953) born: West
Bengal. Minister for

Industry and Supply in the
Interim Government.

Educationist and lawyer.
Active in Hindu Mahasabha.
Later: Founder President of

Bharatiya Jansangh.

KanhaiyalalKanhaiyalalKanhaiyalalKanhaiyalalKanhaiyalal
Maniklal MunshiManiklal MunshiManiklal MunshiManiklal MunshiManiklal Munshi

(1887-1971) born:Gujarat.
Advocate, historian and

linguist. Congress leader
and Gandhian. Later:
Minister in the Union

Cabinet. Founder of the
Swatantra Party.
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Àλςôπ ςôλ≥
≅λúΣιΚν
(1891-1956)

 ♦[κ× 9 ΤιƒΥκ
♦ςúΘΜλ−≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε
ΜγΟ ΞûςÜχÏÝ↑τ
ΘûΩΞν− ΜêΚ
≠νιƒÚιΘΞôƒ ′[ϕΘ
úΤûΘΥôΞôν−ΜôƒúΞσßûΤ+
Μôƒ Γσ[ιΘôθÜΚÞχÏ
ΦƒςôΚ úΣôςô⁄ΥΞν−
ÑΘϕƒς ΒϕƒΥô↑ο
ØΘοΜγΟιÕû[≅ûΤεΜν
ΒϕƒΥÏ⁄Υςχ Κγ′ûΥ
♣ß↑ΥΞν−

"084/ ⊥∴Ξ↔ 15ο Ρôλ ØςηΣôΟô∴ ΞôθχûΚχÏρ

ΚôΩ⁄ûΞχΚ↑Úχ€ú[ôλ− ≅ς′Υ←ο ΡΤχÏ ΜΤιÕΞλ ∆ρΖÕ−

ΜêΚ+ ùΣôÚΖôΘôς ΞôθχûΚ♠ο ΡΤχÏ ΜΤ♥τûΤΚρ ΒÚχÏλ−

≅ς′Υ←ο ΙÚ ΡΣÚχÏ ΙÚ ΞôχÏ ΙπùΞôÚ Ξôχ€σÏλ Ιúς Τƒκ×

Φτàλ ãιƒςιûΘ ≅°úΞôλ− Ρλ ΜêΚ ùΣôÚΖôΘôς ≅ûΤκ♦τ

ΚôςΠΤôΚ Ρλ ΜêΚ ùΣôÚΖôΘôς ΞôθχûΚ♠ο ΙÚ ΡΣν , Ιúς

Τƒκ× Φτàλ ãιƒςιûΘ ΤßιÕΞÚ€ú[ôλ− ΒλØςηΣôΟô∴

ΞôθχûΚûΥ Ρôλ ΦπΞΖÜ ΚôΩλ ùΘôΟνΞÕ> Ρôλ Ρλ ΜêΚ+

ùΣôÚΖôΘôς ΞôθχûΚχ ΚôΩιƒο ΜΤιÕΞιûΘ ΦπΞΖÜ ΚôΩλ

ΤßκúΣôλ>  ΒεΜΤ♥τûΤΚûΖ  ¿ηΟ  ΚôΩλ  ùΘôΟνϕΘôο  Ρλ

≅ς′Υο+ ΤχΚΖôγ′Ùλ ΑΣιƒσÏρΖôÏλ"−

ωΥôΤ ♦ςΜôι
ØΚν≥

(1901-1953)
♦[κ× 9 úΤσÏ

ΞδΚôΖλ ΒûΟχΚôΩ
≅ςΜôδΚιƒο

ùΘô→σΜôûΩ Τσßλ
↑♣úΥôΚιÕû[

Τϕƒ↔− Κο↑ΥôΖν+
ΞΨχΚ°Νν ΒϕÕΤΚô
ΜûΣ♠οÑßÑßκ×Οτ

ùΜΥοΣγΟΞν−
ΒϕƒΥ ⊥∴ΜδΚ
♣ßΞ∴ι ΘûΩΞν

Κ±µΥ Ωôο
Τô∞χΚΩôοØτ×

(1877-1971)

♦[κ×9 Ï⊥ôςι
ΞΨχΚ°Νν+ ΞςΩôσß

Α′↔Υν+ ùΤô→
ΞοÛΡν+ Κôδ€ςυ

ΘûΩΞν− ΚôϕƒΥΞôƒ+
ΤιƒΥ Τϕƒ↔ΜûΣ♠ο
Τϕƒ↔− ♦[Ï ÑΘϕƒς
Κγ′ûΥ ♣ß↑ΥΞν−

"ΒϕƒΥôûΞ ≅⁄ûΤιΘ∴ιƒ←ÚϕÕλ ′Ω↔τ ΑƒχΚιƒ←ÚϕÕλ

↑ÓΘûΩ ΞΨδÏΞΘôΚ ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟλ ΒÚχΚ úΞηÓùΤ∴

ØΥσ′χ€ú[τ− ΓûΨΚÞλ ΒϕΡôÓ ΘλØûΟΥùΘτß+ ΒϕΡôγûΟ

∆ÚΞôχÏΞƒο  Θλ  ΚÚιÕΚÞχÏλ  Τƒκ×  ∆ρΖùΘτß

ΚÚÕΤΖ↑σÏ Ρôτ ΣôÓΣÓúΞτ− ∆ΥνϕΘ ΞÏκ♦∴ν+ ΘôθϕΘ

ΞÏκ♦∴ν ΒοΩôΘ Ρôγ⁄σΚôΚ ΜØΘôΥιƒτ ≅û∴ιÕ

♦↔↑∴Úλ ØÝûΤΥô∴ ΜΤςΜιÕΟτ á⁄Υ

ΒϕƒΥô↑σΚôΚ ΣôÓΣÓúΞτ− ≅ϕΡôγ⁄ο

¾ηΟôûΤ+ ΤÕΣô∴λ úΣôûΘ ΤÚϕÕΚρ

Α€ΥΞσ°σÏ ΒΟ♥ÚχΚôÕ− ΑηΚÞχÏλ

ùΣηΚÞχÏλ ΜΤ∆↔ûΤ ΒÚχÏλ− úΤσá°Υ

ΚÚιÕΚ↓ο ΦÕ Ïû[ϕΘôÛλ Ρôτ ƒÚκƒ

≅ûΟΥΤôγúΟτ"−

≅ ς ′ Υ Ω û Τ κ × Μ γ Ο ι û Θ
∆ÚΞôχΚΞƒο Øχ€ΥΣδÏ Ξ€ιΘ
ΟôχΟν ≅λúΣιΚν ΜΤ♥τûΤΚρ
ΒοΩôΘ ΒϕƒΥô↑σΚ ôΚ
Κ∴ÜΚηΟôν − Α∴ôο
ΒεΜΤ♥τûΤΚûΖ ΚûΖΞƒο

ΒßƒΥôΚ 0836 ΑΚυÓ 04 ο Ρρ↓ςÜ ⊥ΞνΩôο úΡÚ ≅ΞνΚρ
♣νΠΥ ΜûΣûΥ Σσ° Ασ°Υ ×Κθ♥χΚ ∆ûςûΥκ ΣôνκúΣôΤôΚ−

≅ΞÚûΟΥ ′ϕΘû∴Κρ úΞ[ôΚ
ΒÚϕΘ∴− ≅ΞÚûΟΥ ùΘôûΩúΡôχÏκ
ΣôνûΞûΥ ΒΞν ¾↑ςΤôΚ Κη⁄ιΘôν−
≅ς′ΥΩûΤχÏε ΜγΟιûΘ Ï°ιΘ Θτ
Ø⁄Üûς♠ο Θτ ΚΞûΩΚûΖ
ùΘ↓ΞôΚ ùΞ↓κΣÓιƒ∴ôν−
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CHECK
YOUR

PROGRESS

Long years ago we made a tryst with destinytryst with destinytryst with destinytryst with destinytryst with destiny,,,,, and now the time comes

when we shall redeem our pledge, not wholly or in full measure, but very substantially.

At the stroke of the midnight hour, when the world sleeps, India will awake to life

and freedom. A moment comes, which comes but rarely in history, when we step

out from the old to the new, when an age ends, and when the soul of a nation,

long suppressed, finds utterance. It is fitting that at this solemn moment we take

the pledge of dedication to the service of India and her people and to the still

larger cause of humanity …

Freedom and power bring responsibility. The responsibility rests upon this

Assembly, a sovereign body representing the sovereign people of India. Before the

birth of freedom we have endured all the pains of labour and our hearts are heavy

with the memory of this sorrow. Some of those pains continue even now. Nevertheless,

the past is over and it is the future that beckons to us now.

That future is not one of ease or resting but of incessant striving so that we

may fulfil the pledges we have so often taken and the one we shall take today. The

service of India means the service of the millions who suffer. It means the ending

of poverty and ignorance and disease and inequality of opportunity. The ambition

of the greatest man of our generation has been to wipe every tear from every eye.

That may be beyond us, but as long as there are tears and suffering, so long our

work will not be over.

Read the three quotations above carefully.
 Can you identify one idea that is common to all these three?
What are the differences in their ways of expressing that common idea?

Jawaharlal NehruJawaharlal NehruJawaharlal NehruJawaharlal NehruJawaharlal Nehru
(1889-1964) born: Uttar

Pradesh. Prime Minister of
the interim government.

Lawyer and Congress
leader. Advocate of

socialism, democracy and
anti-imperialism. Later: First

Prime Minister of India.

Sarojini NaiduSarojini NaiduSarojini NaiduSarojini NaiduSarojini Naidu
(1879-1949)

born: Andhra Pradesh.
Poet, writer and political

activist. Among the
foremost women leaders in

the Congress. Later:
Governor of Uttar Pradesh.

Somnath LahiriSomnath LahiriSomnath LahiriSomnath LahiriSomnath Lahiri
(1901-1984) born: West

Bengal. Writer and editor.
Leader of the Communist

Party of India. Later:
Member of West Bengal

Legislative Assembly.
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"ΣΩ ΑηÓΚÞχÏ ØτúΣ ΒΩγ′ΥιûΘ ≅ûΟΥ Ρôλ Κ∴Ü
ΚηúΟôλ− ΘσúΣôÕ Ρôλ Ρλ ΞôχÏßƒûΥ ÁγùΟÓχΚ ΚôΩλ
ûΚá⁄ÙρΖÕ− ≅Õ ØÝûΤΥôΚúΞô ≅οΩÕ ØÝ ≅Ζ↑úΩô
≅οΩ− ♥ΚÜλ ↑ΜôΩôΤô∴ ≅Ζ↑ο ∆ΩΚλ ØÝΞÕλ ∆[δÏλ
úΣôΘ ΒϕƒΥô ΞôθχûΚχΚôΚ+ ÑΘϕƒςιƒσΚôΚ+
↑→ιÕχùΚôρ€[Õ− ΒÕúΣôτ[ ΚΠúΡςλ ΞςΩôσ°ο ♥ΚÜλ
≅↔ΘôΚ ΞÚ€[Õ− Ρôλ ΚΟϕΘ ΚôΩιƒ←ÚϕÕ ΡÅ∴ ΚôΩιƒσÏ
≅⁄ûΞχÏλúΣôÕλ+ ΙÚ ÙΚλ Ø⁄ÙλúΣôÕ ΣΩ ΣιΘôηÓΚΖôΚ
ϑ↔∴ιƒτ ΑιΤô ΙÓχΚκΣγΟ úΣôÕ ≅Õ ùΞ↓κΣÓιΘκΣÓ€[Õ−
Βκ×±ΘΤô∴ úΡςιƒο ΒϕƒΥô↑σÏλ ΡôγÓ ΤχΚÞχÏλ úΜûΞ
ùΜµΞΘσÏ+ Τ±Θ Β∴ιƒσÏ ↑↔Ξô∴ ≅Ζ↑ο úΜûΞ ùΜµΞΘσÏ
Ρôλ ΞôχÏßƒΥ↓χ€ú[ôλ"−

"ÑΘϕƒςØλ ≅ƒΚôςØλ ΘδΚÞΟτ ùΣôßκ×ΚûΖÙλ ùΚôηÓ
ΞÚ€τ[∴− ΒϕƒΥ ΤχΟΚ↓τ Βû[ΥôηûΤχÏ ♦ςƒ♣ƒιÕΞλ
Ξ€χÏλ Βû[ΥôηûΤ ≅ûΤκΣô∴ ΒεΜûΣχÏ ≅κùΣôßκ×
∆ρΖÕ− ↑ÓΘûΩ ♦[κΣΘσÏ ØτúΣ Ρôλ ∆ûΨκ♦τ ≅û∴ιÕ
Ξ←ΚûΖÙλ Θôδ€ú∴ôλ− ΦδΚρ ΒΘΥδΚρ ΒχΚΞûΩ♠τ
♣û∴↑ο Κ∴ιÕ ∆ρΖÕ− ≅πΞ←Κ↓ο ′Ω Βτàλ
ùΘôΟν€τ[∴− ΒÚκ♦àλ ΚΟϕΘΚôΩλ ϑµϕÕ↑γΟÕ− ΘσúΣôÕ
ΦƒνΚôΩλ ΡλûΤ ≅ûΨχ€[Õ"−

"≅ϕΘ ΦƒνΚôΩιûΘ Φ↓ΘôΚ ΡΟιÕΞΘσÏ ≅οΩ ϑµùΞÓιÕχ
ùΚôρΞΘσÏ ≅οΩ− ΒûΟ↑ΟôΘ ∆ûΨκ×Οτ á⁄ΥΘôΚ ΒÚϕÕ−
≅Θτ Ξô♠ΩôΚ ΤγÓúΤ Ρôλ úΤσùΚôηΟ ΒϕΘ Ρô↓ο
ΦÓχΚÜρΖ ∆ßƒùΤô→ΚûΖ ♣û[úΞσ°χùΚôρΖΩôλ−
ΒϕƒΥô↑τ úΜûΞ ΦτΣÕ ÕτΣκΣÓλ ΒΩγΜχΚΠχΚô∴
ΤχΚÞχΚô∴ úΜûΞ ΑÏλ− ≅ΘôΞÕ ΞßûΤûΥ Ι→ιΘο+
≅°ΥôûΤ Τσßλ úΡôµ Τσßλ Ξôµκ×ε ΜΤ♥τûΤΚûΖ
Ø⁄ÜχÏ ùΚôηÓ ΞÚΘο− Ρλ ΘûΩØû[♠τ ′[ϕΘ Τ±Θ↔τ
ΒΩγ′Υλ ΥôùΘ±ο ΙπùΞôÚΞ↔τ Κη½ûςÙλ ÕûΟιΘο
ΑÏλ− ≅Õ Ρλ ΜχƒûΥ Á°Υ ùΜΥΩôΚ ΒÚχΚΩôλ− Α∴ôο
Κη½Úλ ΚΞûΩÙλ ∆ρΖΞûς Ρλ Σ∞ Ø⁄ΞûΟΥôÕ"−

⊥ΞνΩôο úΡÚ
(1889-1964)

♦[κ× 9 ∆ιƒςκ♦ςúΘΜλ+
ΒûΟχΚôΩ≅ςΜôδΚιƒτ
♦ςΘΤΤϕƒ↔+ΞΨχΚ°Νν+
Κôδ€ςυ ΘûΩΞν +
úΜô×Υ←Μλ+ ΤχΚΖôγ′
Τσßλ Ï⁄úΥσ[
ΓΚôƒΣιΥιƒσÏ ΦƒςôΚ
ùΜΥοΣγΟ ôν ♦τ∴ν
ΒϕƒΥô↑τ ØΘο
♦ςΘΤ Τϕƒ↔ΥôΚ
Σ∞Υôσ°∴ôν−

Μúςô≥± ΡôÙÓ
(1879-1949)

♦[κ×99 Αϕƒς♦ςúΘΜλ
Κ↑Νν+ ΦÝιΘôΖν+
≅ς′Υο ùΜΥοÅςν−
Κôδ€ς′τ Øτ∴∞
ΤΚ↓ν ≅∞ ΘûΩ↑+
♦τ∴ν ∆ιƒςκ♦ςúΘΜ
ΑÞΡν−

úΜôλΡôι Ωô∝↔
(1901-1984)

♦[κ× 9 úΤσÏ
ΞδΚôΖλ ΦÝιΘôΖν
Τσßλ ùΜµƒιΘôρ
♣ßΞ∴ν − ΒϕƒΥ
Κλë±υγ Κγ′♠τ
ΘûΩΞν ♦τ∴ν úΤσÏ
ΞδΚôΖ ΜγΟΜûΣ
∆ßκ♦∴ν−

úΤσΚηΟ êτß úΤσúΚôρΚûΖÙλ ΚΞ∴ΤôΚ Σ⁄χΚÜλ−

< ΒϕΘ êτ°úΩÙλ ΒûΠϕÕ ΚôΠκΣÓλ ′ϕΘû∴ΚûΖ ≅ûΟΥôΖλ ΚôΠ ΒΥÛΤô>
< ≅ϕΘ ΒûΠϕΘ ′ϕΘû∴ΚûΖ ≅ΞνΚρ ùΞ↓κΣÓιÕλ Øû[♠ο úΞßΣôÓΚρ
ΥôûΞ>

∆δΚÞûΟΥ
Øτú∴σ[ιûΘ

úΜôƒιÕ
ùΚôρÞδΚρ
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in order to form a more perfect union, establish justice, insure domestic
tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general welfare, and
secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and

establish thisConstitution for the United States of America.
We, the people of South Africa,

Recognise the injustices of our past;
Honour those who suffered for justice and freedom in our land;

Respect those who have worked to build and develop our country; and
Believe that South Africa belongs to all who live in it, united in our diversity.

We therefore, through our freely elected representatives, adopt this Constitution as the supreme law of
the Republic so as to —

Heal the divisions of the past and establish a society based on democratic values, social justice and
fundamental human rights;

Lay the foundations for a democratic and open society in which government is based on the will of
the people and every citizen is equally protected by law;

Improve the quality of life of all citizens and free the potential of each person; and
Build a united and democratic South Africa able to take its rightful place as a sovereign state in the

family of nations.
May God protect our people.

Nkosi Sikelel’ iAfrika. Morena boloka setjhaba sa heso.
God seën Suid-Afrika. God bless South Africa.

Mudzimu fhatutshedza Afurika. Hosi katekisa Afrika.

Philosophy of thePhilosophy of thePhilosophy of thePhilosophy of thePhilosophy of the
CCCCConstitutiononstitutiononstitutiononstitutiononstitution
Values that inspired and guided the
freedom struggle and were in turn
nurtured by it, formed the
foundation for India’s democracy.
These values are embedded in the
Preamble of the Indian
Constitution. They guide all the

213

articles of the Indian Constitution.
The Constitution begins with a short
statement of its basic values. This
is called the Preamble to the
constitution. Taking inspiration
from American model, most
countries in the contemporary
world have chosen to begin their
constitutions with a preamble.
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≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟιƒτ ΘιÕΞλ
 ÑΘϕƒςκ úΣô ςô γΟιƒσÏ
ΕχΚΤ↓ιÕ Ξ→ΚôγÓλ Τƒκ×Κρ
≅κúΣô ς ôγΟιƒτ Ξô♠ΩôΚ
ΞΖνχΚκΣγΟ∴− ≅λΤƒκ×ΚúΩô
ΒϕƒΥ ΤχΚΖôγ′χÏ ≅⁄ιΘΖΤôΚ
∆ρΖ∴− ≅λΤƒκ×ΚúΖ ΒϕƒΥ
≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟ ØΚκ×ûς♠ο
ùΣôÚιΘκΣγÓρΖ∴− ≅ûΞúΥ
≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟιƒτ ≅û∴ιÕ

ΒπΞΖÜ ØÝûΤΥô∴ Ηχ€ΥιûΘ ΓσΣÓιÕΞΘσÏ ¿ƒûΥ ♣ßÜΞΘσÏ

Ρôγ⁄τ ≅ûΤƒχÏ ∆ßƒΥ↓κΣΘσÏ+ ùΣôÕΞô∴ ΣôÕΚôκûΣ

ΞΨδÏΞΘσÏ+ ΤχΚΖ ≅û∴ΞÚûΟΥ ΡΩιûΘ úΤλΣÓιÕΞΘσÏ+ ΡΤχÏλ

Ρλ ΦƒνΚôΩ ΜϕΘƒ♠∴ÚχÏλ ÑΘϕƒςιƒτ ΑºνΞôΘδΚûΖ ΞΨδÏλ

ΒπΞς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟλ ≅ùΤ↔χΚ Ηχ€Υ ΡôÓΚÞχΚôΚ Ø⁄Ü ùΜµΥκΣγÓ

♣ßΞκΣγΟÕ−

ùΘτ∴ôκ♦↔χΚ ΤχΚΖôγ′ ΡôδΚρ ΦδΚρ ΚΟϕΘΚôΩ ≅¿ƒΚûΖ ≅°€ú[ôλ− ΦδΚρ
♣ΩκΣÏƒ♠τ ¿ƒ Τσßλ ÑΘϕƒςιƒσΚôΚ ΣôÓΣγΟΞνΚÞχÏ Τ↔ΥôûΘ ΞΨδÏΘο+ ΦδΚρ
Ρôγ⁄û∴ ∆ÚΞôχÏΞΘσÏλ Øτú∴σßΞΘσÏλ ∆ûΨιΘΞνΚÞχÏ ΤƒκΣ↓ιΘο+
ùΘτ∴ôκ♦↔χΚô↑ο ΞôÝλ ≅û∴ΞÚλ úΞσßûΤ♠ο ΙσßûΤ ùΚôη⁄ÚκΣƒο Ρλ♦χûΚ
ûΞχ€ú[ôλ−

ÑΘϕƒςΤôΚ úΘνϕùΘÓχΚκΣγΟ ΤχΚρ ♦ςƒ♣ƒΚΖôο ΓσΣÓιΘκΣγΟ Ï⁄ΥςÑ Ρôγ⁄τ ♥Κ
∆ΥνϕΘ ΜγΟΤôΚ ΒπΞς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟιûΘ ΡôδΚρ ΓσßχùΚôρ€ú[ôλ− Α∴ôο ΤχΚΖôγ′
ΚΟϕΘ ΚôΩ ♦↔↑û∴ΚûΖχ ΚγÓκΣÓιƒ+ Τƒκ×Κρ+ ΜêΚ¿ƒ+ ≅⁄κΣûΟ Τ²Θ ∆↔ûΤΚρ
≅⁄κΣûΟ♠Ωô∴ ΙÚ ΜØΘôΥιûΘ ∆ÚΞôχÏúΞôλ−

ΤχΚ↓τ ↑ÚκΣιƒτ ÁÕ ΑΘôςκΣÓλ ΙπùΞôÚ Ï⁄ΤΚàλ ΜγΟιƒτ êΩλ ΜΤΤôΚ
ΣôÕΚôχΚκΣÓλ ≅ςΜôδΚιÕΟτ ΤχΚΖôγ′Υ⁄κΣûΟ♠Ωô∴ ΣôςΣγΜΤσ[ ΜØΘôΥιƒσÏ ≅⁄χΚο
ΡôγÓúΞôλ−

Ï⁄ΤχΚρ ≅û∴ΞÚûΟΥ ΞôθχûΚι ΘςιûΘ úΤλΣÓιƒ ΙπùΞôÚ ΡΣ↔τ ƒ[ûΤ♠τ
≅⁄κΣûΟ♠ο Øτú∴[ ↑ÓúΞôλ−

  ΡôÓΚÞΟτ á⁄Υ ÏÓλΣδΚ↓ο ϑν Βû[ΥôηûΤ ùΚôηΟ ≅ςΜôΚ ∆Υν♣ûΩûΥ ≅ûΟÙλΣ⁄
ΙσßûΤÙΟτ á⁄Υ ΤχΚΖôγ′ Øû[♠Ωô∴ ùΘτ∴ôκ♦↔χΚôûΞ ∆ÚΞôχÏúΞôλ−

ΚΟÜρ Ρλ ΤχΚûΖ ΚôκΣôςôΚ−

≅ùΤ↔χΚ Ηχ€Υ ΡôÓΚ↓τ ΤχΚΖô€Υ ΡôδΚρ

ΜγΟκ♦↔ÜΚÞχÏλ Ξ→Κôγ⁄∴−
≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟλ ≅Θτ
≅⁄κΣûΟ Τƒκ×Κ↓τ ÑÚχΚΤô∴
↑ΖχΚιÕΟτ ùΘôΟδÏ€[Õ− ΒûΘ
≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟ ØΚκ×ûς
ΦτΣν− ≅ùΤ↔χΚ ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε
ΜγΟιƒ←ÚϕÕ ΕχΚλ ùΣσ[ ΜΤΚôΩ
∆Ω€τ ùΣÚλΣôΩô∴ ΡôÓΚρ
ΘδΚÞûΟΥ ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×
ΜγΟδΚûΖ ØΚκ×ûςÙΟτ ùΘôΟδΚ
úΞηÓùΤ∴ Ø⁄Ü ùΜµΘ∴−
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*

REPUBLICREPUBLICREPUBLICREPUBLICREPUBLIC
The head of the state
is an elected person
and not a hereditary
position.

JUSTICEJUSTICEJUSTICEJUSTICEJUSTICE
Citizens cannot be
discriminated on the
grounds of caste,
religion and gender.
Social inequalities
have to be reduced.
Government should
work for the welfare
of all, especially of
the disadvantaged
groups.

LIBERTYLIBERTYLIBERTYLIBERTYLIBERTY
There are no
unreasonable
restrictions on the
citizens in what they
think, how they wish to
express their thoughts
and the way they wish
to follow up their
thoughts in action.

EQUALITYEQUALITYEQUALITYEQUALITYEQUALITY
All are equal before
the law. The traditional
social inequalities
have to be ended. The
government should
ensure equal
opportunity for all.

FRAFRAFRAFRAFRATERNITYTERNITYTERNITYTERNITYTERNITY
All of us should
behave as if we are
members of the same
family. No one should
treat a fellow citizen
as inferior.

WE, THE PEOPLEWE, THE PEOPLEWE, THE PEOPLEWE, THE PEOPLEWE, THE PEOPLE
OF INDIAOF INDIAOF INDIAOF INDIAOF INDIA

The constitution has
been drawn up and

enacted by the people
through their

representatives, and
not handed down to

them by a king or any
outside powers.

SOVEREIGNSOVEREIGNSOVEREIGNSOVEREIGNSOVEREIGN
People have supreme

right to make
decisions on internal

as well as external
matters. No external

power can dictate the
government of India.

SOCIALISTSOCIALISTSOCIALISTSOCIALISTSOCIALIST
Wealth is generated

socially and should be
shared equally by

society. Government
should regulate the

ownership of land and
industry to reduce

socio-economic
inequalities.

SECULARSECULARSECULARSECULARSECULAR
Citizens have

complete freedom to
follow any religion.

But there is no official
religion. Government

treats all religious
beliefs and practices

with equal respect.

DEMOCRADEMOCRADEMOCRADEMOCRADEMOCRATICTICTICTICTIC
A form of government

where people enjoy
equal political rights,
elect their rulers and

hold them account-
able. The government

is run according to
some basic rules.

Let us read the Preamble of our Constitution very
carefully and understand the meaning of each of its
key words.

The Preamble of the Constitution reads like a poem
on democracy. It contains the philosophy on which the
entire Constitution has been built. It provides a standard
to examine and evaluate any law and action of
government, to find out whether it is good or bad. It is
the soul of the Indian Constitution.

Note: *The terms ‘Socialist’ and ‘Secular’ were added in
Preamble through the 42nd Constitutional Amendment
in 1976.
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ΒϕƒΥ ΤχΚΖô€Υ

ΡôδΚρ

ΘδΚÞûΟΥ
♦ςƒ♣ƒΚρΞô♠ΩôΚ
ΤχΚρ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×
ΜγΟιûΘΞ⁄ΞûΤιÕχ
ùΚôηΟ∴ν− Υôúςàλ
≅ςΜν ≅οΩÕ
≅Υο ΡôγÓ Μχƒ
Ξô♠ΩôΚ ≅Õ

ΞΨδΚκΣΟ↑οûΩ−

Βû[ΥôηûΤ

 ∆ρ Τσßλ ùΞ↓
↑ΞΚôςδΚ↓ο
Ø⁄Ü ΦÓχÏλ ØÝ
≅ƒΚôςλ ΤχΚÞχÏ
∆ρΖÕ− ΒϕƒΥ
≅ςΜôδΚιûΘ ΦϕΘ
×[ΜχƒÙλ ΚγÓκΣÓιΘ
ΒΥΩôÕ−

úΜô×Υ←Μλ

ΜØΘôΥιΘôο
ùΜοΞλ∆ÚΞôχΚκ
ΣγÓ ΜØΘôΥιƒο
ΤχΚÞχÏ ΜΤΤôΚ
Σ€ς úΞηÓλ−ΜêΚ
ùΣôÚΖôΘôς Γσ[ι
ΘôθÜΚρ ΘûΩ
çχΚôΤο≅ςΜôδΚλ
♣Ωλ+ ùΘô→σ
ΜôûΩΚ↓τ
∆↔ûΤûΥ ΚγÓκ
ΣÓιÕ€[Õ−

ΤΘεΜôν♦τûΤ
Ï⁄ΤχΚρ ΘδΚÞχÏ
↑ÚκΣΤô∴ ΤΘιûΘ
♦τΣσßλ ØÝ
ÑΘϕΘςλ ∆ρΖÕ−
≅ςΜôδΚιƒσÏ
Αγ′ ΤΘλ Φτß
ΓÕ♥οûΩ−≅ςΜôδΚλ
≅û∴ιÕΤΘΡλ♦χûΚ
ΚûΖÙλ ΜΤΤôΚ
Τƒχ€[Õ−

ΤχΚΖôγ′

ΤχΚΖôγ′ ΜΤΤô∴
≅ς′Υο∆↔ûΤΚûΖχ
ùΚôηÓ≅ΞνΚ↓τ
Αγ′ΥôΖνΚûΖ
úΘνϕùΘÓιÕ+≅ΞνΚρ
ΘδΚÞχÏ
ùΣôßκΣôΖνΚΖôΚ
ΒÚχÏλΣ⁄
ΣôνιÕχ ùΚôρÞλ
≅ςΜôδΚΞ⁄ΞΤôÏλ−
′Ω ≅⁄κΣûΟ
ãιƒςδΚûΖ♦τΣσ°
≅ςΜôδΚλΡûΟùΣß€[Õ−

Ρλ ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟ ØΚκ×ûςûΥ ΚΞ∴ΤôΚ
Σ⁄κúΣôλ− ≅Θτ ΙπùΞôÚ Øχ€Υε ùΜôσΚ↓τ
ùΣôÚρΚûΖÙλ ×↔ϕÕ ùΚôρúΞôΤôΚ−

ΤχΚΖôγ′♠τ ÁÕ ΦÝΘκΣγΟ ùΜµÙûΖκ úΣôΩ
≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟ ØΚκ×ûςûΥκ Σ⁄κúΣôλ− ΒÕ
≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟ ≅ûΤκ× ΦϕΘ ΘιÕΞ ′ϕΘû∴Κ↓τ
≅⁄κΣûΟ♠ο Ξ⁄ΞûΤχΚκΣγΟúΘô ≅ûΞ ≅û∴ιûΘÙλ
ùΚôηÓρΖÕ− ΓúΘàλ ΜγΟιûΘ ΑµΞΘσÏλ
Κ∞κΣΘσÏλ ≅Õ ΡοΩΘô> ≅οΩÕ ùΚγΟΘô> ΦτΣûΘι
ùΘ↔ϕÕχùΚôρΞΘσÏ ΒÕ ΙÚ ≅ΖÅγûΟ ΞΨδÏ€[Õ−
ΒÕ ΒϕƒΥ ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟιƒτ ΑιΤô úΣôτ[Õ−

Ï⁄ΥςÑ
Ξô↔Ñ ∆↔ûΤΥôΚ
≅οΩôΤο úΘνϕÕ
ΦÓχΚκΣγΟ ΡΣν
Ρôγ⁄τ ΘûΩΞςôΚ
ΒÚκΣôν−

¿ƒ
Μôƒ+ ΤΘ+ Σô←∴
≅⁄κΣûΟ♠ο Ï⁄
ΤχΚρ úΞßΣÓιΘκ
Σ Ο Τ ô γ Ο ô ν Κ ρ −
ΜØΘôΥ Γσ[ι
Θ ô θ Ü Κ ρ
Ïû[ χ Κ κ Σ Ó λ −
≅ ς Μ ô δ Κ λ
≅û∴Ξ↔τ ΡΩλ
Ï ° κ Σ ô Κ
♦τΘδ€ΥΞνΚ↓τ
Ρ Ω ι ƒ σ Κ ô Κ
ΣôÓΣÓλ−

ÑΘϕƒςλ
Ï⁄ΤχΚ↓τ
′ϕΘû∴ùΞ↓κΣôÓ
≅Ξσû[
ùΜΥσΣÓιÕΞƒÛλ
ΚôςΠΤσ[
ΘûΟΚ↓τ°
Φπ↑ΘΤô∴
ΚγÓκΣôÓΚÞλ
↑ƒχΚκΣΟΤôγΟôÕ−

ΜΤιÕΞλ
ΜγΟιƒτ Øτ
≅û∴ΞÚλ ΜΤúΤ
ΣΨûΤΥô∴ ΜêΚ
Γσ[ιΘôθÜΚρ
¿χΚκΣΟúΞηÓλ−
≅ςΜôδΚλ
≅û∴ΞÚχÏλ
ΜΤΤô∴Ξôµκ×ΚûΖ
∆ßƒΥ↓χΚ
úΞηÓλ−

ΜúΚôΘςιÕΞλ
Ρôλ ≅û∴ΞÚλ
ΙÚ ÏÓλΣιƒτ
∆ßκ♦∴νΚΖôΚ
ΡΟϕÕ ùΚôρΖ
úΞηÓλ− ΦϕΘ
ΙÚ ΡΣÚλ ΜΚ
Ï⁄ΤΚû∴
ΘôθϕΘΞςôΚχ

ΚÚÕΘο áΟôÕ−
Ï°κ×  9  0865ο  31ΞÕ  ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×  ΜγΟιƒÚιΘιƒτ Ξô♠ΩôΚ
úΜô×Υ←] ΤΘ ΜôνΣσ[ Φτàλ ùΜôσΚρ ØΚκ×ûς♠ο úΜνχΚκΣγΟ∴−

ΒϕƒΥ ΤχΚΖô€Υ ΡôδΚρ
ΒϕƒΥôûΞ ΙÚ Βû[ΥôηûΤ
ΞôµϕΘ+ ΜΤΘνΤ ùΡ° ΜôνϕΘ+ ΤΘ
ΜôνΣσ[+ ΤχΚΖôγ′χ Ï⁄ΥςΜôΚ
≅ûΤχΚÜλ+

 ≅Θτ Ï⁄ΤχΚρ ≅û∴ΞÚχÏλ
 Ï⁄ΤχΚρ ùΣôÚΖôΘôς Τσßλ
 ≅ς′Υο ¿ƒÙλ−

 ′ϕΘû∴ ùΞ↓κΣôγ⁄ο Ρλ♦χûΚÙλ
 Τσßλ Ξ→Σôγ⁄ο ÑΘϕƒςØλ−

 ΘÏƒ ♣ûΩ♠ο Τσßλ Ξôµκ♦ο
 ΜΤιÕΞØλ−

∆ßƒΥôΚ €ûΟχΚε ùΜµΥÜλ Θ±
ΙÚΞ↔τ Τôη×χÏλ + Ρôγ⁄τ
ΙσßûΤχÏλ+ ΙÚûΤκΣôγ⁄σÏλ
∆ßƒΥ↓χÏλ ∆Οτ♦[κ×ΠνûΞ
≅ΞνΚρ ≅û∴Ξ↔ûΟúΥ ΞΖνχΚÜλ+
↑Ý♥Υ Øû[ûΤÙΟτ ∆ßƒ éηÓ−

0838 ΡΞλΣν 15Αλ ΡôΖô€Υ Βτß
Ρλ ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ× úΣςûΞ♠ο ΒϕƒΥ
≅ς′ΥΩûΤκûΣ Γσß ΜγΟΤôΚ ΒΥσ°
ΡΤχÏ ΡôúΤ ΞΨδ€χ ùΚôρ€ú[ôλ−
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GLOSSARY

Compare the Preambles to the constitutions of the United States of America, India and South Africa.
Make a list of ideas that are common to all these three.
 Note down at least one of the major differences among these.
Which of the three makes a reference to the past?
Which of these does not invoke God?

Institutional designInstitutional designInstitutional designInstitutional designInstitutional design
A constitution is not merely a
statement of values and philosophy.
As we noted above, a constitution is
mainly about embodying these values
into institutional arrangements.
Much of the document called
Constitution of India is about these
arrangements. It is a very long and
detailed document. Therefore it needs
to be amended quite regularly to keep
it updated. Those who crafted the
Indian Constitution felt that it has to
be in accordance with people’s
aspirations and changes in society.
They did not see it as a sacred, static
and unalterable law. So, they made
provisions to incorporate changes
from time to time. These changes are
called constitutional amendments.

The Constitution describes the
institutional arrangements in a very
legal language. If you read the
Constitution for the first time, it can

be quite difficult to understand. Yet
the basic institutional design is not
very difficult to understand. Like
any Constitution, the Indian
Constitution lays down a procedure
for choosing persons to govern the
country. It defines who will have how
much power to take which
decisions. And it puts limits to what
the government can do by providing
some rights to the citizen that
cannot be violated. The remaining
three chapters in this book are
about these three aspects of the
working of Indian constitution. We
shall look at some key
constitutional provisions in each
chapter and understand how they
work in democratic politics. But this
textbook will not cover all the
salient features of the institutional
design in the Indian Constitution.
Some other aspects will be covered
in your textbook next year.

Apartheid: The official policy of racial separation and ill treatment of blacks
followed by the government of South Africa between 1948 and 1989.
Clause: A distinct section of a document.
Constituent Assembly: An assembly of people’s representatives that writes
a constitution for a country.
Constitution: Supreme law of a country, containing fundamental rules
governing the politics and society in a country.
Constitutional amendment: A change in the constitution made by the
supreme legislative body in a country.
Draft: A preliminary version of a legal document.
Philosophy: The most fundamental principles underlying one’s thoughts
and actions.
Preamble: An introductory statement in a constitution which states the
reasons and guiding values of the constitution.
Treason: The offence of attempting to overthrow the government of the
state to which the offender owes allegiance.
Tryst: A meeting or meeting place that has been agreed upon.

CHECK
YOUR
PROGRESS
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  ≅ùΤ↔χΚ Ηχ€Υ ΡôÓΚρ+ ΒϕƒΥô+ ùΘτ Ακ↔χΚô úΣôτ[ ΡôÓΚ↓τ ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε
ΜγΟδΚûΖ Ιτú[ôùΟôτß Ικ♦ΟÜλ−

< Βλêτ°ο ΙÚδ€ûΠϕΘ ′ϕΘû∴Κρ ∆ρΖ Σγ⁄ΥûΩ ΘΥô↔χΚÜλ−
< ΒΞσ°σÏ ΒûΟúΥ ∆ρΖ úΞßΣôÓΚ↓τ Ïû[ϕΘÕ ΙÚ Øχ€Υ úΞßΣôγûΟ
 ΦÝΘÜλ−

< Βλêτ°ο ΚΟϕΘ ΚôΩιûΘχ Ï°κ♦ÓΞÕ Υôν>
< ΒΞσ°ο ΘδΚÞχÏ ∆Θ↑ ùΜµÙλΣ⁄ ΚΟÜ↓Ολ úΞηΟôΘΞν Υôν>

♣ßΞ∴ Ξ⁄ΞûΤκ×
≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟλ ΦτΣÕ ùΞßλ
Τƒκ×Κρ+ ΘιÕΞ ≅°↑κ×Κρ ΤγÓΤοΩ−
Ρôλ úΤúΩ ≅°ϕΘΣ⁄ ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε
ΜγΟλ ΦτΣÕ ΒλΤƒκ×ΚûΖ ♣ßΞ∴
ΓσΣôÓΚ↓ο ♦ςƒΣ←χÏλΣ⁄ε ùΜµ€[Õ−
ΒϕƒΥ ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ× Φτß
≅ûΨχΚκΣÓλ ΒπΞ°χûΚ♠ο ≅ƒΚ
≅ΖÜ úΞßΣôÓΚÞΟτ ùΘôΟν×ûΟΥ∴úΞ
ΒÕ ♥Κ ¿ηΟ ↑ΖχΚΤô∴ ΑΞΠλ+
Φ∴úΞ ΒûΘ ∆ΟàχÏΟτ ΡÅ∴κ
ΣÓιÕΞΘσÏ ≠ςô∴ Øû[♠ο ƒÚιΘλ
ùΜµÕ ùΚôηúΟ ΒÚχΚ úΞηÓλ− ΒϕƒΥ
≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟιûΘ
Ξ⁄ΞûΤιΘΞνΚρ ΒûΘ ΤχΚ↓τ
↑ÚκΣδΚρ+ ΜØΘôΥιƒτ Τôσ[δΚÞχÏ
ΓσΣ ûΞιƒÚχΚ úΞΠÓλ Φτß
ΚÚƒ∴ν− ≅Θ∴ôο ΒûΘ ΙÚ ×±ΘΤô∴+
♣ûΩΥô∴ Τôσ[δΚÞχÏ ∆γΣΟôΘ
ΜγΟΤôΚχ ΚÚΘ↑οûΩ− Φ∴úΞ ≅ΞνΚρ
ΚôΩιƒσúΚσΣ Τôσ[δΚûΖ ×ÏιÕΞΘσÏ
↑ƒØû[ΚûΖ úΜνιΘ∴ν− ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×
ΜγΟιƒο ùΜµΥκΣÓλ ΒλΤôσ[δΚûΖ
≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ× ΜγΟιƒÚιΘλ ΦτΣν−

≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟλ ♣ßΞ∴
ΓσΣôÓΚûΖ ♥ΚÜλ ΜγΟλ ΜôνϕΘ
ùΤô→♠ο ↑ΖχÏ€[Õ− ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε
ΜγΟιûΘ ¿δΚρ ØΘτØû[ΥôΚ

Σ⁄χÏλúΣôÕ ≅ûΘ ×↔ϕÕχùΚôρΞÕ−
♥ΚÜλ Κ⁄∴ΤοΩ− ♦[ ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×
ΜγΟδΚûΖκ úΣôΩ ΒϕƒΥ
≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟλ ΡôγûΟ
ΑÞΣΞνΚûΖι úΘνϕùΘÓχÏλ
Øû[ûΥχ Ï°κ♦γÓρΖÕ− ΦϕΘ Ø⁄ûΞ
ΦÓκΣΘσÏλ ΥôÚχÏ ΦπΞΖÜ ≅ƒΚôςλ
∆ρΖÕ ΦτΣûΘÙλ ΒÕ Ø⁄Ü ùΜµ€[Õ
≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟλ Ï⁄ΤχΚÞχÏ ′Ω
∆↔ûΤΚûΖ ΞΨδ€ÙρΖÕ− ≅Ξσû[
≅ςΜôδΚλ ΤßχΚ ΒΥΩôÕ ΒεùΜΥοΚρ
Ξô♠ΩôΚ ΒÕ ≅ςΜôδΚ ≅ƒΚôςιƒτ ÁÕ
Ξςλ♦û∴ ↑ƒιÕρΖÕ− Βϕè←τ ♦[
êτß  ≅ιƒΥôΥδΚρ  ΒϕƒΥ
≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟιƒτ ùΜΥοØû[ûΥ
ùΘ↔↑χÏλ êτß ΚÚιÕΚûΖκ Σσ°
↑ΖχÏ€[Õ− ΙπùΞôÚ ≅ιƒΥôΥιƒÛλ
′Ω Øχ€ΥΤô∴ ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟ
↑ƒØû[ΚûΖκ Σσ° ΑµúΞôλ− ≅ûΞ
ΤχΚΖôγ′ ≅ς′Υ←ο ΦπΞôß úΞûΩ
ùΜµ€[Õ ΦτΣûΘ ×↔ϕÕùΚôρúΞôλ−
Α∴ôο ΒκΣôΟ èο ΒϕƒΥ
≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟιƒτ ♣ßΞ∴
Ξ⁄ΞûΤκ×Κ↓τ Øχ€ΥΤô∴ Ση×Κρ
≅û∴ιûΘÙλ ùΘ↔↑χΚôÕ− ≅ÓιΘ
Αη⁄ο ∆δΚρ ΣôΟè←ο úΤÛλ ′Ω
ΚÚιÕΚρ ΒûΠχΚκΣÓλ−

ùΜôσΚΖφ′Υλ

Β∴úΞßΣôÓ (Apartheid)  1948 ` 1989 ΑηÓΚÞχ€ûΟúΥ Β∴κ♦↔↑û∴+
ΚÚκ♦∴ιΘΞνΚ↓τ ÁÕ úΞσßûΤûΥχ Κôγ⁄ ùΘτ∴ôκ♦↔χΚ ≅ςΜôδΚλ ♦τΣσ°Υ
Αγ′χ ùΚôρûΚ ♦↔Ü 9 ΙÚ ùΚôρûΚ ΑΞΠιƒτ ′[κ×κ ♦↔Ü−
≅ς′Υο ♣νΠΥ ΜûΣ 9 ΙÚ Ρôγ⁄σÏ ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟιûΘ ΒΥσßλ
ΤχΚ↓τ ♦ςƒ♣ƒΚρ ùΚôηΟ ΜûΣ
≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×εΜγΟλ 9 ΙÚ Ρôγ⁄τ ♥Κ ∆ΥνϕΘ ΜγΟλ− ΙÚ Ρôγ⁄τ
≅ς′ΥοΚûΖÙλ ΜØΘôΥιûΘÙλ ΚγÓκΣÓιÕλ ≅⁄κΣûΟ ↑ƒØû[Κρ+ Βƒο
∆ρΖ∴−
≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟιƒÚιΘλ 9 ΙÚ Ρôγ⁄τ ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟιƒο ♥Κ
∆ΥνϕΘ ΜγΟ ≅ûΤκ× Ξô♠ΩôΚ ùΜµΥκΣÓλ ƒÚιΘλ−
ΜγΟ ΞûςÜ ΡΚο 9 ΙÚ ¿ƒι ùΘôΟνΣô∴ ΑΞΠιƒτ ≅⁄κΣûΟ Ξ⁄Ξλ ΘιÕΞλ
ΙÚΞ↔τ ′ϕΘû∴Κρ+ ùΜΥοΚÞΟτ ùΘôΟν×ûΟΥ ♥ΚÜλ ≅⁄κΣûΟΥô∴ ↑ƒØû[Κρ
ØΚκ×ûς  9 ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟιƒτ ≅°ØΚ ≅°↑κ× ΒÕ ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε
ΜγΟιƒτ Ξ→ΚôγÓλ Τƒκ×ΚûΖÙλ ΚôςΠδΚûΖÙλ ùΘ↔↑χ€[Õ−
úΘΜÕúςôΚλ 9 ΙÚ Ρôγ⁄τ Ï⁄ΤΚ∴ô∴ ΡΣν ≅δÏρΖ ≅ςΜôδΚιûΘ Κ↑θχÏλ
Ïσ[ ØΥσ′
ΒΩχÏ 9 ≅û∴ΞÚχÏλ Γσ[ιΘχΚ ùΚôρûΚûΥ ≅ûΟΘο−

∆δΚÞûΟΥ
Øτú∴σ[ιûΘ

úΜôƒιÕ
ùΚôρÞδΚρ
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s 1 Here are some false statements. Identify the mistake in each case

and rewrite these correctly based on what you have read in this chap-
ter.
a Leaders of the freedom movement had an open mind about whether

the country should be democratic or not after independence.
b Members of the Constituent Assembly of India held the same views

on all provisions of the Constitution.
c A country that has a constitution must be a democracy.
d Constitution cannot be amended because it is the supreme law of

a country.

2 Which of these was the most salient underlying conflict in the mak-
ing of a democratic constitution in South Africa?
a Between South Africa and its neighbours
b Between men and women
c Between the white majority and the black minority
d Between the coloured minority and the black majority

3 Which of these is a provision that a democratic constitution does
not have?
a Powers of the head of the state
b Name of the head of the state
c Powers of the legislature
d Name of the country

4 Match the following leaders with their roles in the making of the
Constitution:
a Motilal Nehru i President of the Constituent Assembly
b B.R. Ambedkar ii Member of the Constituent Assembly
c Rajendra Prasad iii Chairman of the Drafting Committee
d Sarojini Naidu iv Prepared a Constitution for India in 1928

5 Read again the extracts from Nehru’s speech ‘Tryst with Destiny’ and
answer the following:
a Why did Nehru use the expression “not wholly or in full measure”
in the first sentence?
b What pledge did he want the makers of the Indian Constitution to
take?
c “The ambition of the greatest man of our generation has been to wipe
every tear from every eye”. Who was he referring to?

6 Here are some of the guiding values of the Constitution and their
meaning. Rewrite them by matching them correctly.
a Sovereign i Government will not favour any religion.
b Republic ii People have the supreme right to make decisions.
c Fraternity iii Head of the state is an elected person.
d Secular iv People should live like brothers and sisters.



219≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟλ Ξ⁄ΞûΤκ×

1. ΒδÏ ′Ω ΘΞ[ô∴ ≅°↑κ×Κρ ΘςκΣγÓρΖ∴− ΙπùΞô↔ΟιƒÛλ ≅Ξσû[
ΚηΟ°ϕÕ ΒπΞιƒΥôΥιƒο ¿δΚρ Κσ[ ΚÚιÕχΚ↓τ ≅⁄κΣûΟ♠ο ≅Ξσû[
ÁηÓλ ƒÚιƒ ΦÝΘÜλ−
≅− ÑΘϕƒςλ ≅ûΟϕΘ ♦τ∴ν ΡôγûΟ ΤχΚΖôγ′ΥôΚ ΤôσßΞΘô+ úΞηΟôΤô
    ΦτΣΘτ ÁÕ ↑ÓΘûΩκ úΣôςôγΟι ΘûΩΞνΚρ ÑΘϕƒς ΦηΠιÕΟτ ΒÚϕΘ∴ν−
Α−ΒϕƒΥ ≅ς′Υο ♣νΠΥ ΜûΣ ∆ßκ♦∴νΚρ ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟιƒτ ÁÕ
    Ιúς ↑ΘΤô∴ ΚÚιÕΚûΖ ùΚôη⁄ÚϕΘ∴ν−
Β− ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟιûΘχ ùΚôηÓρΖ ΡôÓ ΤχΚΖôγ′ ΡôΟôΚúΞ ΒÚιΘο
   úΞηÓλ−
Χ− ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟλ Ρôγ⁄τ ♥Κ ∆ΥνϕΘ ΜγΟλ− Φ∴úΞ ΒûΘ ƒÚιΘ ΒΥΩôÕ−

2. •θχΚηΟΞσ°ο ùΘτ∴ôκ♦↔χΚô↑ο ΤχΚΖôγ′ ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟιûΘ
Ξ⁄ΞûΤχÏλúΣôÕ ΓσΣγΟ Øχ€Υ ΜεΜςÜΚÞχÏ Ξ→ΞÏιΘ Øχ€Υ ΚÚιÕ Φτ∴>
≅− ùΘτ∴ôκ♦↔χΚô↑σÏ ≅Θτ ≅ηûΟ ΡôÓΚÞχ€ûΟúΥ
Α− ΑηΚρ Τσßλ ùΣηΚÞχ€ûΟúΥ
Β−  ùΞρûΖ♠∴ ùΣÚλΣôτûΤ♠∴ÚχÏλ ΚÚκ♦∴ ′ßΣôτûΤ♠∴ÚχÏ♥ûΟúΥ
Χ− ùΞρûΖΒ∴ ′ßΣôτûΤ♠∴ÚχÏλ ΚÚκ♦∴ ùΣÚλΣôτûΤ♠Ú∴ÚχÏ♥ûΟúΥ

3. •θχΚηΟΞσ°ο ΤχΚΖôγ′ Øû[♠Ωô∴ ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟιƒο ΒοΩôΘ
ΜÛûΚ Φτ∴>
≅− Ρôγ⁄τ ≅ƒΣ↔τ ≅ƒΚôςδΚρ
Α− Ρôγ⁄τ ≅ƒΣ↔τ ùΣΥν
Β−  ΜγΟ ΜûΣ ≅ƒΚôςδΚρ
Χ−  Ρôγ⁄τ ùΣΥν

4. ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟ Ξ⁄ΞûΤκ♦ο ≅ΞνΚ↓τ ΣδΚ↓κ♦τ ≅⁄κΣûΟ♠τ
•θχΚηΟ ΘûΩΞνΚûΖ ΒûΠχΚÜλ−
≅− úΤôƒΩôο úΡÚ i    ≅ς′Υο ♣νΠΥΜûΣ♠τ ΘûΩΞν
Α− ♦−Αν−≅λúΣιΚν ii   ≅ς′Υο ♣νΠΥΜûΣ♠τ ∆ßκ♦∴ν
Β− Βςôú⊥ϕƒς ♦ςΜôι iii  ΞûςÜχ ÏÝ ΘûΩΞν
Χ−  Μúςô≥± ΡôÙÓ iV  1928ο ΒϕƒΥô↑σùΚ∴ ΙÚ ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε

ΜγΟιûΘ ∆ÚΞôχ€ΥΞν−
5. »ΒΩχ€û∴ ≅ûΟΥ Κ∴Ü ΚηúΟôλµ Φτàλ úΡÚ↑τ ∆ûςΡûΟ Ξôχ€ΥδΚûΖ
ÁηÓλ Σ⁄χΚÜλ− •θχΚηΟΞσ°σÏ ↑ûΟΥ↓χΚÜλ−
≅− úΡÚ ≅ΞνΚ↓τ ΤΘο Ξôχ€Υιƒο ØÝûΤΥôΚ ≅οΩÕ ØÝ ≅Ζ↑ο
   ≅οΩ Φτàλ ΚÚιƒû∴ Γτ ΣΥτΣÓιƒ∴ôν>
Α− ΒϕƒΥ ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟ ≅ûΤκΣôΖνΚρ Φτ∴ ∆ßƒùΤô→ûΥ Φτß

úΞη⁄χùΚôηΟ∴ν−
Β−  »»ΙπùΞôÚ Κη∞←ÚϕÕ ΙπùΞôÚ Κη½ν Õ↓ûΥÙλ ÕûΟχΚ úΞηÓλ

ΦτΣÕ Ρλ ΜϕΘƒ♠τ ′[ϕΘ Τ±Θ↔τ úΡôχΚλµµ Φτß Υôûςχ Ï°κ♦γΟôν>
6. ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟιƒτ ′Ω Ξ→ΚôγÓλ Τƒκ×Κρ+ ≅Ξσ°τ ùΣôÚûΖÙλ
ΒδÏ ΘϕÕρΖ∴ν− ≅Ξσû[ Μ↔ΥôΚ ΒûΠιÕ ÁηÓλ ΦÝΘÜλ−
≅− Βû[ΥôηûΤ i  ≅ςΜôδΚλ ΦλΤΘιƒσÏλ ΜôΘΚΤôΚ ΒÚχΚôÕ
Α− Ï⁄ΥςÑ ii  Ø⁄ÜΚûΖ ΦÓχÏλ ♥Κ ∆ΥνϕΘ ≅ƒΚôςλ ΤχΚ↓Οιƒο

   ∆ρΖÕ−
Β− ΜúΚôΘςιÕΞλ iii úΘνϕùΘÓχΚκΣγΟΞúς Ρôγ⁄τ ΘûΩΞν−
Χ− ΤΘΜôν♦τûΤ iv ΤχΚΖû∴ΞÚλ ΜúΚôΘς ΜúΚôΘ↔ΚΖôΚ ΞôΨúΞηÓλ−

Σ
♠

σ
′
Κ
ρ
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exercises7 How did your school celebrate the Constitution Day on November
26th? Prepare a brief report.

8 Here are different opinions about what made India a democracy.
How much importance would you give to each of these factors?
a Democracy in India is a gift of the British rulers. We received

training to work with representative legislative institutions under
the British rule.

b Freedom Struggle challenged the colonial exploitation and denial
of different freedoms to Indians. Free India could not be anything
but democratic.

c We were lucky to have leaders who had democratic convictions.
The denial of democracy in several other newly independent
countries shows the important role of these leaders.

9 Read the following extract from a conduct book for ‘married women’,
published in 1912. ‘God has made the female species delicate and fragile
both physically and emotionally, pitiably incapable of self-defence. They
are destined thus by God to remain in male protection – of father, husband
and son – all their lives. Women should, therefore, not despair, but feel
obliged that they can dedicate themselves to the service of men’. Do you
think the values expressed in this para reflected the values
underlying our constitution? Or does this go against the
constitutional values?

10 Read the following statements about a constitution. Give reasons
why each of these is true or not true.
a The authority of the rules of the constitution is the same as that of

any other law.
b Constitution lays down how different organs of the government

will be formed.
c Rights of citizens and limits on the power of the government are

laid down in the constitution.
d A constitution is about institutions, not about values

Follow the newspapers for any report on a discussion on any constitutional
amendment or demand for any constitutional amendment. You could,
for example, focus on the demand for constitutional amendment for
reservation for women in legislatures. Was there a public debate? What
reasons were put forward in favour of the amendment?  How did different
parties react to the constitutional amendment? Did the amendment take
place?
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7. ΡΞλΣν  15ο  ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε  ΜγΟ  ƒ∴λ  ∆δΚρ  Σρ↓♠ο  ΦπΞôß
ùΚôηΟôΟκΣγΟÕ> ÑÚχΚΤô∴ ≅°χûΚûΥι ΘΥô↔χΚÜλ−

8.  ΒϕƒΥôûΞ ΤχΚΖôγ′ ΡôΟôΚ Τôσ°Υ ΚÚιÕΚûΖκ Σσ° ΒδÏ úΞßΣγΟ
ΚÚιÕχΚρ ∆ρΖ∴−
≅ ΒϕƒΥô↑ο ΤχΚΖôγ′ ΦτΣÕ Αδ€úΩΥ Αγ′ΥôΖνΚρ ΞΨδ€Υ ΙÚ Σ↔Ñκ
ùΣôÚΖôÏλ− Αδ€úΩΥν Αγ′♠ο Ρôλ ♦ςƒ♣ƒιÕΞ ΜγΟ ΜûΣΚÞΟτ ΒûΠϕÕ
Σ∞ΥôσßΞΘσÏ Σ♠σ′ ùΣσú[ôλ−

 Α ↑ÓΘûΩκ úΣôςôγΟλ Ï⁄úΥσ[ΞôΘ ùΚôρûΖΥ⁄ιΘÛχÏ ΜΞôο ↑ÓιΘÕ−
ΒϕƒΥνΚÞχÏ ΣοúΞß ΞûΚΥô∴ ÑΘϕƒςδΚûΖ ΤßιÕ ÑΘϕƒς ΒϕƒΥô
ΤχΚΖôγ′ ≅⁄κΣûΟ♠Ωô∴ΘôΚ ΒÚχΚ úΞηÓúΤ ≅τ° úΞß ΞûΚΥôΚ ΒÚιΘο
áΟôÕ−
Β ΤχΚΖôγ′ Ρλ♦χûΚΚûΖχ ùΚôηΟ ΘûΩΞνΚûΖ ùΣσ°ÚιΘο Ρλ ≅ƒνωΟλ+
×ƒΥΘôΚ ↑ÓΘûΩ ùΣσ[ Τσ[ ΣοúΞß ΡôÓΚ↓ο ΤχΚΖôγ′ ΤßχΚκΣÓΘο+
ΒιΘûΩΞνΚρ Ασ°Υ Øχ€Υ Σδ€û∴ι ùΘ↔↑χ€[Õ−

9. 1912ο ùΞ↓♠ΟκΣγΟ 'ƒÚΤΠΤô∴ ùΣηΚ↓τ ΡΟιûΘ' Φτàλ è←←ÚϕÕ
ΦÓχΚκΣγΟ •θχΚôÔλ ÕÔχÏε ùΜµƒûΥ Σ⁄χΚÜλ− "ΑηΟΞτ ùΣη Β∴ιûΘ
∆Οο+ Τ∴ ≅Ζ↑Ûλ ùΤτûΤΥôΚÜλ ΣΩÅ∴ΤôΚÜλ ΣûΟιÕ↑γΟôτ−
ΘσΚôκ♦σΚôΚ ∆Θ↑ûΥ ΦƒνΣôνχÏλ ƒ[∴σ[ΞνΚΖôΚÜλ ≅ΞνΚûΖ ΣûΟιΘôτ−
ΒπΞôß ≅ΞνΚρ ΘδΚÞûΟΥ ΞôθΡôρ ØÝΞÕλ ΘϕûΘ+ ΚΠΞτ+ ΤΚτ
Α€Υ ΑηΚ↓τ ΣôÕΚôκ♦ο ΞôθΣΞνΚΖôΚ Βû[Ξ∴ôο ∆ÚΞôχΚκΣγΟ∴ν−
Φ∴úΞ ùΣηΚρ Ρλ♦χûΚ ΒΨχΚôΤο ΑηΚ↓τ úΜûΞχÏ ΚΟûΤΣγÓ ΘδΚûΖι
ΘôδΚúΖ ≅νκΣ∞ιÕχùΚôρΖ úΞηÓλ"− ΒκΣιƒ♠ο ùΞ↓κΣÓιΘκΣγÓρΖ
Τƒκ×Κρ Ρλ ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟιƒτ Τƒκ×ΚûΖ ♦ςƒΣ←χ€τ[∴ Φτß
¿δΚρ ΚÚÕ€ÈνΚΖô> ΒοûΩΥô> ΒÕ ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟ Τƒκ×ΚÞχÏ ×[ΤôΚ
∆ρΖΘô>

10.≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ× ΜγΟιûΘκ Σσ°Υ •θχΚôÔλ ≅°↑κ×ΚûΖκ Σ⁄χΚΞλ− ΒΞσ°ο
ΙπùΞôτßλ Γτ ∆ηûΤ+ Γτ ∆ηûΤ ≅οΩ ΦτΣΘσΚô∴ ΚôςΠδΚûΖι
ùΘ↔ΥκΣÓιΘÜλ−
≅− ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟιƒτ Βû[ΥôηûΤÙλ ♦[ ΜγΟδΚ↓ο ∆ρΖ
   Βû[ΥôηûΤÙλ Ιúς ↑ΘΤôΚ ∆ρΖ∴−
Α− ≅ςΜôδΚιƒτ ΣοúΞß Õû[ΚÞλ ΦπΞô[ ΒÚχΚúΞηÓλ Φτß
   ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟλ Ï°κ♦γÓρΖÕ−
Β− Ï⁄ΤχΚ↓τ ∆↔ûΤΚρ+ ≅ςΜôδΚ ≅ƒΚôςιƒτ ÁÕ Ξςλ×ΚûΖ ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε
  ΜγΟιƒο ΒΟλùΣσßρΖ∴−
Χ− ≅ς′ΥΩûΤκ×ε ΜγΟλ ΦτΣÕ ♣ßΞ∴δΚûΖκ Σσ°ΥúΘΥτ° Τƒκ×ΚûΖκ
  Σσ°ΥΘοΩ−

ΓúΘàλ ≅ς′Υο ΜγΟιƒÚιΘλ ≅οΩÕ ≅ς′Υο ΜγΟ ƒÚιΘ úΚô↔χûΚΚ↓τ ÁÕ
↑ΞôΘιƒτ ÁÕ ùΞ↓♠ΟκΣγΟ ΘΚΞûΩκ ùΣßΞΘσÏ ùΜµƒι ΘôρΚûΖκ Σ⁄χΚÜλ−
ΦÓιÕχΚôγΟôΚ ΜγΟΜûΣΚ↓ο ùΣηΚ↓τ ΒΟ ΙÕχ•γ⁄σΚôΚ ≅ς′Υο ΜγΟιƒÚιΘ
úΚô↔χûΚ ÁÕ ¿δΚρ ΚΞ∴λ ùΜÛιΘΩôλ− ΒΘτ ÁÕ ùΞ↓κΣûΟΥô∴ ↑ΞôΘλ
ΡûΟùΣσ[Θô> ΜôΘΚΤôΚ ØτùΤô→ΥκΣγΟ ΚôςΠδΚρ ΥôûΞ> ΒπΞς′ΥοΜγΟ
ƒÚιΘιûΘκ Σσ° ΣοúΞß Κγ′Κρ ΦπΞôß ΘδΚρ ΚÚιÕΚûΖ ùΞ↓κΣÓιƒ∴>
ƒÚιΘλ ΡΟϕΘΘô>

Σ♠σ′Κρ

ùΜµƒιΘôρ
Κû

Ζ

Σ⁄κúΣôλ
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OOOOOVERVERVERVERVERVIEVIEVIEVIEVIEWWWWW

In Chapter 1 we have seen that in a democracy it is neither possible nor
necessary for people to govern directly. The most common form of
democracy in our times is for the people to govern through their
representatives. In this chapter we will look at how these representatives
are elected. We begin by understanding why elections are necessary and
useful in a democracy. We try to understand how electoral competition
among parties serves the people. We then go on to ask what makes an
election democratic. The basic idea here is to distinguish democratic
elections from non-democratic elections.

The rest of the chapter tries to assess elections in India in the light of
this yardstick. We take a look at each stage of elections, from the drawing
of boundaries of different constituencies to the declaration of results. At
each stage we ask what should happen and what does happen in elections.
Towards the end of the chapter, we turn to an assessment of whether
elections in India are free and fair. Here we also examine the role of the
Election Commission in ensuring free and fair elections.

CHAPTER 3

Electoral Politics
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ΣôΟλ - 2
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ΚηúΠôγΟλ9
ΤχΚΖôγ′ Ρôγ⁄ο ΤχΚρ úΡς⁄ ΤχΚΖôγ′ Øû[♠ο Αγ′ ùΜµΞÕ

ΜôιƒΥ♥οûΩ ∋≅( ≅Ξ′Υλ ΒοûΩ ΦτΣûΘ ØΘο ≅ιƒΥôΥιƒο ùΘ↔ϕÕ
ùΚôηúΟôλ− ΘσΚôΩιƒο ΤχΚρ ΘδΚρ ♦ςƒ♣ƒΚûΖχ ùΚôηÓ Αγ′ ùΜµΞÕ
ΤχΚΖôγ′ Øû[♠ο ΜôΘôςΠΤôΚ ∆ρΖÕ− ΒϕΘ ≅ιƒΥôΥιƒο ΤχΚρ
♦ςƒ♣ƒΚρ ΦπΞôß úΘνϕùΘÓχΚκΣÓ€[ôνΚρ ΦτΣûΘ ≅°úΞôλ− ΤχΚΖôγ′♠ο
úΘνΘοΚρ úΘûΞΥô+ ΣΥàρΖΘô ΦτΣûΘ ×↔ϕÕùΚôρúΞôλ− Κγ′ΚÞχÏ
ΒûΟúΥ úΣôγ⁄ ΤχΚÞχÏ Φπ↑Θ ΣΥû∴ ΓσΣÓιÕ€[Õ ΦτΣûΘ ΚσΚ
ØΥσ′κúΣôλ− ΙÚ úΘνΘûΩ ΤχΚΖôγ′ Øû[♠ο ΡΟιÕΞÕ ΦÕ ΦτΣûΘ
Ρôλ úΚγúΣôλ− Øû[Υσ[ ΤχΚΖôγ′ úΘνΘοΚ↓←ÚϕÕ Øû[Υô∴ ΤχΚΖôγ′
úΘνΘοΚρ úΞßΣÓιƒ ΚôγÓΞúΘ ΒδÏ ΒΘτ Øχ€Υ úΡôχΚΤôÏλ−

ΒΘτ ≅⁄κΣûΟ♠ο ΒϕƒΥô↑ο úΘνΘοΚûΖ ΤƒκÀÓ ùΜµΥ
ΒπΞιƒΥôΥιƒο ÁΘλ ∆ρΖ ΣôΚλ ØΥσ′χ€[Õ− ΣοúΞß ùΘôÏƒΚ↓τ
ΦοûΩΚρ ØΘσùΚôηÓ úΘνΘοΚ↓τ Ø⁄Ü ùΞ↓♠ÓΘο Ξûς úΘνΘοΚ↓ο
∆ρΖ ΙπùΞôÚ ♣ûΩΚûΖ ΚΞ±χΚΩôλ− ΙπùΞôÚ ♣ûΩΚ↓ο Φτù∴τ∴
ΡûΟùΣ[ úΞηÓλ+ ΦÕ ΡûΟùΣß€[Õ Φτß Ρôλ úΚγΚΩôλ− ΒϕƒΥô↑ο
úΘνΘοΚρ ÑΘϕƒςλ Τσßλ ♣ΥôΥΤô∴ Øû[♠ο ΡûΟùΣß€[Θô Φτàλ
≅λΜιûΘ ≅ιƒΥôΥιƒτ Ø⁄↑ο ùΘ↔ϕÕχ ùΚôρΖΩôλ− ΒδÏ úΘνΘοΚρ
′[ϕΘ Øû[♠Ûλ Τσßλ ÑΘϕƒςΤôΚÜλ ΡûΟùΣ[ úΘνΘο ΑûΠΥιƒτ
ΣδÏ Ï°ιÕλ ùΘ↔ϕÕ ùΚôρΖΩôλ−
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3.1 3.1 3.1 3.1 3.1 WWWWWHYHYHYHYHY E E E E ELECTILECTILECTILECTILECTIONSONSONSONSONS?????
waive the loans of farmers and small
businessmen. He promised that this
would be the first action of his
government.

The people were unhappy with the
existing government. They were
also attracted by Devi Lal’s promise.
So, when elections were held, they
voted overwhelmingly in favour of
Lok Dal and its allies. Lok Dal and
its partners won 76 out of 90 seats
in the State Assembly. Lok Dal
alone won 60 seats and thus had a
clear majority in the Assembly. The
Congress could win only 5 seats.

Once the election results were
announced, the sitting Chief
Minister resigned. The newly
elected Members of Legislative
Assembly (MLAs) of Lok Dal chose
Devi Lal as their leader. The
Governor invited Devi Lal to be the
new Chief Minister. Three days after
the election results were declared,
he became the Chief Minister. As
soon as he became the Chief
Minister, his Government issued a
Government Order waiving the
outstanding loans of small farmers,
agricultural labourers and small
businessmen. His party ruled the
State for four years. The next
elections were held in 1991. But
this time his party did not win
popular support. The Congress won
the election and formed the
government.

Assembly Election inAssembly Election inAssembly Election inAssembly Election inAssembly Election in
HHHHHa ra ra ra ra ryyyyya n aa n aa n aa n aa n a

Do most leaders
fulfil their election

promises?

Jagdeep and Navpreet read this story and drew the following conclusions. Can you say which of these
are right or wrong (or if the information given in the story is inadequate to call them right or wrong):
 Elections can lead to changes in the policy of the government.
 The Governor invited Devi Lal to become the Chief Minister because he was impressed with his

speeches.
 People are unhappy with every ruling party and vote against it in the next election.
 The party that wins the election forms the government.
 This election led to a lot of economic development in Haryana.
 The Congress Chief Minister need not have resigned after his party lost elections.

CHECK
YOUR

PROGRESS

This newspaper report is about the
State assembly election in Haryana
in 1987. The State had been ruled
by a Congress party led government
since 1982. Chaudhary Devi Lal,
then an opposition leader, led a
movement called ‘Nyaya Yudh’
(Struggle for Justice) and formed a
new party, Lok Dal. His party joined
other opposition parties to form a
front against the Congress in the
elections. In the election campaign,
Devi Lal said that if his party won the
elections, his government would

The time is after midnight. An expectant
crowd sitting for the past five hours in a
chowk of the town is waiting for its leader
to come. The organisers assure and reas-
sure the crowd that he would be here any
moment. The crowd stands up whenever
a passing vehicle comes that way. It
arouses hopes that he has come.

The leader is Mr. Devi Lal, chief of the
Haryana Sangharsh Samiti, who was to
address a meeting in Karnal on Thurs-
day night. The 76-year-old leader, is a
very busy man these days. His day starts
at 8 a.m. and ends after 11 p.m. … he had
already addressed nine election meetings
since morning… been constantly ad-
dressing public meetings for the past 23
months and preparing for this election.



227úΘνΘο ≅ς′Υο

ùΣÚλΣôΩô∴

ΘûΩΞνΚρ

ΘδΚρ

ΞôχÏßƒûΥ

♣û[úΞσß

€[ôνΚΖô>

2−0− úΘνΘοΚρ ΦΘσÏ>

Ρρ↓ςÜ ΚΟϕÕ ′Ω Τ∞úΡςλ Α∴Õ−
ΙÚ ΡΚς ΘûΩΡΚςιƒο ΤχΚρ áγΟλ
ΘδΚρ ΘûΩΞν ΞÚûΚχΚôΚ+ ΚôιÕχ
ù Κ ô η ⁄ Ú ϕ Θ ∴ ν −  Θ û Ω Ξ ν  Φ ϕ Θ
♣♥ΟιƒΩôΞÕ ΞϕÕ↑ΟΩôλ Φτß
≅ û Τ κ Σ ô Ζ ν Κ ρ  ∆ ß ƒ  ≅ ↓ ι Õ
ΞÚ€τ[∴ν− ≅ϕΘ Ξ→♠ο ùΜοÛλ
ΞôΚ∴ιûΘκ ΣôνιÕ áγΟιƒ∴ν ΦÝϕÕ
♣τ[∴ν− ΘûΩΞν ≅δÏ ΞϕÕρΖôν+
Φτ[ ΑûΜ ≅ΞνΚÞχÏ ΓσΣγΟÕ+
≅ΞνΘôτ !!↔Υô∴ô ΜδΚνυ Μ♥ƒ♠τ&&
ΘûΩΞν ƒÚ−úΘ↑Ωôο+ ↑ΥôΨχ€ΨûΤ
ΒςÜ  ΚνΠôο  ùΣôÕ  áγΟιƒο  úΣΜ
úΞη⁄ÙρΖÕ− 65 ΞΥΘô∴ ≅Ξν
≅χΚôΩ  ΚγΟιƒο  ϑµ↑τ°  ΒÚϕÕ
ΞϕΘôν− ≅Ξν ƒ∴ϕúΘôßλ ΚôûΩ 7
Τ∞χÏ  ΣΥΠλ  ùΘôΟδ€  ΒςÜ  00
Τ∞χÏ Ø⁄κΣôν− ≅τß 8 ùΣôÕ
á γ Ο δ Κ û Ζ  Ø ⁄ ι Õ χ ù Κ ô η Ó
ΞϕƒÚϕΘôν− ≅π↑ΘΤôΚ ΚΟϕΘ 12
ΤôΘδΚ↓←ÚϕÕ áγΟδΚÞχÏ ΚΩϕÕ
ùΚôηÓ úΘνΘÛχÏ ΘΥôν Α€χ
ùΚôη⁄ÚϕΘôν−

08 76  Α λ  Α η Ó   ↔ Υ ô ∴ ô
Μ γ Ο Τ τ [  ú Θ ν Θ ο  Ï ° ι Õ
ùΜµƒιΘô↓ο ùΞ↓ΞϕΘ Ï°κ× ΒÕ−
0 8 7 1  Α λ  Α η ⁄ ← Ú ϕ Õ
≅λΤô♣ΩιûΘ Κôδ€ςυ Κγ′ Αγ′
ùΜµÕ ΞÚ€[Õ− ≅χΚôΩ ΦƒνΚγ′
ΘûΩΞν ùΜΖΘ↔ úΘ↑Ωôο !!♣Υôµ
Ùι&& ∋¿ƒχΚô∴ úΣôςôγΟλ( Φτàλ
úΣôςôγΟιûΘι ΡΟιƒ+ !!úΩôχ Θρ&&
Φτàλ ×ƒΥ Κγ′ûΥ ùΘôΟδ€∴ôν−
úΘνΘ←ο ΒΞÚûΟΥ Κγ′ Κôδ€ςυ
Κγ′χÏ ΦƒςôΚ áγΟ∞ûΥ ΓσΣôÓ
ùΜµΥ+ ΒΘς ΦƒνΚγ′ áγΟ∞♠ο
úΜνϕΘÕ− ΘτàûΟΥ Κγ′ úΘνΘ←ο
ù⊥♠ιΘôο

↔Υô∴ô↑ο ΜγΟΤτ[

úΘνΘοΚρ 9

⊥Κ¾κ Τσßλ ΡΞ♦Ãι ΒχΚûΘûΥκ Σ⁄ιÕ •θχΚηΟ Ø⁄ÜχÏ ΞϕΘ∴ν> •θ∆ρΖΞσ°ο
ΦÕ Μ↔Υô∴Õ+ ΦÕ Μ↔ ≅οΩôΘÕ áßΞôΥô> ∋≅( úΤο ΚûΘ♠ο á°Υ ΘΚΞο ≅Ξσû[
Μ↔Υô+ ΘΞ[ô Φτß ùΜôοΩ úΣôÕΤô∴ΘôΚ ΒοûΩΥô>
< úΘνΘοΚρ ≅ςÑ ùΚôρûΚΚ↓ο Τôσ[ιûΘ ΓσΣÓιÕλ−
< ΚΞν∴ν úΘ↑Ωô←τ ùΜôσùΣô→↑σÏ ΧνχΚκΣγÓ Αγ′ ≅ûΤχΚ ≅ûΨιΘôν−
< ΑÞλ Κγ′Υôο ΤχΚρ ΜϕúΘô_ΤôΚ  ΒοûΩ+ Φ∴úΞ úΘνΘ←ο ≅χΚγ′χÏ

ΦƒςôΚ ϑγΟ↓ιΘ∴ν−
< úΘνΘ←ο ùΞσ° ùΣσ[ Κγ′ Αγ′ûΥ ≅ûΤχÏλ−
< ↔Υô∴ô↑ο ΒιúΘνΘο ùΣôÚΖôΘôς ΞΖνε′χÏ Ξ→ΞÏιΘÕ−
< úΘνΘ←ο Κôδ€ςυ Κγ′ úΘôσ[ ♦[Ï Κôδ€ςυ ØΘο ≅ûΤεΜν ςô≥∴ôΤô ùΜµΥ
   úΘûΞ♠οûΩ−

↑ΞΜô♠Κρ+ ′°Υ ↑ΥôΣô↔Κ↓τ
ΚΟτΚûΖ ςιÕ ùΜµ€ú[τ Φτß
úΘνΘο ♦ςΜôςιƒο úΘ↑Ωôο á°∴ôν−
ΘτàûΟΥ ≅ςÑ ΣΘ↑ Γσ[ÜΟτ
ùΜµÙλ ØΘο úΞûΩ ΒÕΘôτ Φτß
úΘνΘο ΞôχÏßƒ ≅↓ιΘôν−

Θ σ ú Σ ô Õ ρ Ζ  ≅ ς Μ ô ο  Τ χ Κ ρ
Μ ϕ ú Θ ô _ Τô Κ  Β οû Ω −  ≅ Ξ ν Κ ρ
ú Θ ↑ Ω ô ο  á ° Υ  Ξ ô χ Ï ß ƒΥ ô ο
ΚΞςκΣγΟ∴ν− úΘνΘ←τ úΣôÕ ΤχΚρ
!!úΩôχΘρ&& ≅Θτ áγΟ∞ Κγ′χÏ
ΑΘςΞôΚ ϑγΟ↓ιΘ∴ν− úΩôχΘρ+
≅Θτ áγΟ∞ Κγ′Κρ ΜγΟΤτ[
ú Θ ν Θ ← ο  ù Τ ô ι Θ λ  ∆ ρ Ζ  8 /
ù Θ ô Ï ƒ Κ ↓ ο  6 5  ù Θ ô Ï ƒ Κ ↓ ο
ù Ξ σ ° ùΣσ [ ∴ ν −  ú Ω ô χΘ ρ  Κ γ ′
Θ±ûΤΥôΚ 5/ ùΘôÏƒΚ↓ο ùΞσ°
ùΣσß ΜγΟΤτ[ιƒο ùΣÚλΣôτûΤ
Κγ′ΥôΚ Τô°ΥÕ− Κôδ€ςυ Κγ′ 4
ùΘôÏƒΚ↓ο ΤγÓλ ùΞσ° ùΣσ[Õ−

úΘνΘο Ø⁄ÜΚρ ùΞ↓♠γΟ ♦[Ï
ΣΘ↑♠ο ΒÚϕΘ ØΘο ≅ûΤεΜν
Θ τà û Ο Υ  Σ Θ ↑ χ Ï  ς ô ≥ ∴ ô Τ ô
ùΜµΘôν− ×ƒΘôΚ úΘνϕùΘÓχΚκΣγΟ
úΩôχΘρ ΜγΟΤτ[ ∆ßκ♦∴νΚρ
úΘ↑ΩôûΩ ΘδΚÞûΟΥ ΘûΩΞςôΚ
úΘνÜ ùΜµΘ∴ν− ΚΞν∴ν úΘ↑ΩôûΩ
Ø Θ ο  ≅ û Τ ε Μ ς ô Κ  Σ Θ ↑ ú Υ σ Κ
≅ûΨκ× ↑ÓιΘôν− úΘνΘο Ø⁄ÜΚρ
ù Ξ ↓ Υ ô ∴  ê τ ß  Ρ ô ρ  Κ → ι Õ
úΘ↑Ωôο ØΘο ≅ûΤεΜςô∴ôν− ØΘο
≅ûΤεΜςô∴ ∆Οú∴ ≅ΞÚûΟΥ ≅ςÑ
′°Υ ↑ΞΜô♠Κρ + ↑Υ ôΣô↔ Κρ+
↑ΞΜôΥ á←Κρ ùΣσ[ ΚΟτΚûΖ
ςιÕ ùΜµΞΘôΚ ≅°χûΚ ùΞ↓♠γΟÕ−
≅ Ξ Ú û Ο Υ  Κ γ ′  3  Α η Ó Κ ρ
≅λΤô♣ΩιûΘ Αγ′ ùΜµΘÕ− ≅ÓιΘ
úΘνΘο 0880ο ΡûΟùΣσ[Õ− Α∴ôο
≅ΞÚûΟΥ Κγ′ ≅ιúΘνΘ←ο ΤχΚρ
ΑΘςÜ ùΣ[ Ø⁄Υ↑οûΩ−Κôδ€ςυ
Κγ′ úΘνΘ←ο ùΞσ° ùΣσß ≅ςûΜ
ΓσΣôÓ ùΜµΘÕ−

∆δΚÞûΟΥ
Øτú∴σ[ιûΘ

úΜôƒιÕ
ùΚôρÞδΚρ
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A C T I V I T Y

Do you know when the last Assembly election
was held in your state? Which other elections have
taken place in your locality in the last five years?
Write down the level of elections (National,
Assembly, Panchayat, etc.), when were they held
and the name and designation (MP, MLA, etc.) of
the persons who got elected from your area.

Why do we need elections?Why do we need elections?Why do we need elections?Why do we need elections?Why do we need elections?
Elections take place regularly in
any democracy. There are more than
one hundred countries in the world
in which elections take place to
choose people’s representatives. We
also read that elections are held in
many countries that are not
democratic.

But why do we need elections?
Let us try to imagine a democracy
without elections. A rule of the
people is possible without any
elections if all the people can sit
together everyday and take all the
decisions. But as we have already
seen in Chapter 1, this is not
possible in any large community.
Nor is it possible for everyone to
have the time and knowledge to
take decisions on all matters.
Therefore in most democracies
people rule through their
representatives.

Is there a democratic way of
selecting representatives without
elections? Let us think of a place
where representatives are selected
on the basis of age and experience.
Or a place where they are chosen on
the basis of education or
knowledge. There could be some
difficulty in deciding on who is
more experienced or knowledgable.
But let us say the people can resolve
these difficulties. Clearly, such a
place does not require elections.

But can we call this place a
democracy? How do we find out if
the people like their representatives
or not? How do we ensure that these
representatives rule as per the
wishes of the people? How to make
sure that those who the people don’t
like do not remain their
representatives? This requires a
mechanism by which people can
choose their representatives at
regular intervals and change them
if they wish to do so. This
mechanism is called election.
Therefore, elections are considered
essential in our times for any
representative democracy.

In an election the voters make
many choices:
 They can choose who will make

laws for them.
 They can choose who will form the

government and take major
decisions.

 They can choose the party whose
policies will guide the government
and law making.

What makes an electionWhat makes an electionWhat makes an electionWhat makes an electionWhat makes an election
democratic?democratic?democratic?democratic?democratic?
Elections can be held in many ways.
All democratic countries hold
elections. But most non-democratic
countries also hold some kind of
elections. How do we distinguish
democratic elections from any other
election? We have discussed this
question briefly in Chapter 1. We
discussed many examples of
countries where elections are held
but they can’t really be called
democratic elections. Let us recall
what we learnt there and start with
a simple list of the minimum
conditions of a democratic election:
First, everyone should be able to

choose. This means that everyone
should have one vote and every
vote should have equal value.

We have seen why
democracies need
to have elections.
But why do rulers in
non-democratic
countries need to
hold elections?
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ΤχΚΖôγ′
ΡôÓΚÞχÏλ

úΘνΘοΚρ ΦΘσÏ
úΘûΞ ΦτΣûΘ
Ρôλ ΣôνιúΘôλ−

Α∴ôο
ΤχΚΖôγ′

ΒοΩôΘ
ΡôÓΚ↓ο

Αγ′ΥôΖνΚρ
Γτ úΘνΘûΩ

ΡΟιÕ€τ[∴ν>

                     ùΜΥοΣôÓ
∆ δ Κ ρ  Τ ô ♣ Ω ι ƒ ο  Κ Ο ϕ Θ

ΜγΟΤτ[ úΘνΘοΚρ ΦκúΣôÕ ΡΟϕΘÕ
∆δΚÞχÏ ùΘ↔ÙΤô> ∆δΚρ ùΘôÏƒ♠ο
ΚΟϕΘ 4 ΑηÓΚ↓ο ΡΟϕΘ ΒΘς úΘνΘοΚρ
ΥôûΞ> ∋úΘ′Υ+ ΜγΟΤτ[+ ΣφΜôΥιÕ
ØΘ←ΥûΞ( ΦκùΣôÝÕ ΡΟϕΘÕ> ∆δΚρ
ùΘôÏƒ♠ο ΒÚϕÕ úΘνϕùΘÓχΚκΣγΟΞ↔τ
ù Σ Υ ν  ≅ Ξ Ú û Ο Υ  Σ Θ ↑ û Υ  Φ Ý Õ
∋ Σ ô ς ô Þ Τ τ [  ∆ ß κ ♦ ∴ ν . Μ γ Ο Τ τ [
∆ßκ♦∴ν(

ΡΤχÏ úΘνΘοΚρ Γτ ≅Ξ′Υλ>
úΘνΘοΚρ ΦϕΘ ΙÚ ΤχΚΖôγ′

ΡôÓΚ↓Ûλ ♣νΠ♠χΚκΣΟΟ ΚôΩιƒο
Ρû Οù Σß λ− ∆Ω €ο èσ ßχ Ïλ
úΤσΣγΟ ΡôÓΚ↓ο ΤχΚρ ΘδΚρ
♦ςƒ♣ƒΚûΖ úΘνϕùΘÓιÕι ùΚôρΖ
úΘνΘοΚρ ΡûΟùΣßλ− ΤχΚΖôγ′
ΒοΩôΘ ΡôÓΚ↓ο áΟ⁄ úΘνΘοΚρ
ΡûΟùΣßλ Φτß Ρôλ Σ⁄ιÕρúΖôλ−

Α∴ôο ΡΤχÏ úΘνΘοΚρ Γτ
≅ Ξ ′ Υ λ >  ú Θ ν Θ ο Κ ρ  Β ο Ω ô Θ
ΤχΚΖôγ′ûΥ  ΚσΣû∴   ùΜµÕ
Σ ô ν κ ú Σ ô λ +  Τ χ Κ ρ  ≅ û ∴Ξ Ú λ
ϑ ↔ Ο ι ƒ ο  ∆ γ Κ ô ν ϕ Õ  ù Κ ô η Ó
♣ ν Π ♠ χ Ï λ  Ξ ô µ κ ×  Β Ú ϕ Θ ô ο
úΘνΘοΚρ ΒοΩôΤο ΤχΚρ Αγ′
ùΜµΥ Ξôµκ×ρΖÕ− ΣςϕΘ ΜØΘôΥιƒο
≅ Õ  Ø ⁄ Υ ô Õ  Φ τ ß  Ø Θ ο
≅ ι ƒ Υ ô Υ ι ƒ ο  Σ ⁄ ι ú Θ ô λ −
ΙπùΞôÚΞÚλ ΦοΩô ↑_ΥδΚ↓ο
∆γΚôνϕÕ ùΚôηÓ ♣νΠΥδΚûΖ
ΦÓχΚ úΣôÕΤô∴ ΜΤΥλ+ ≅°Ü
ΒοΩôΘΘôο ≅Õ Ø⁄ΥôΘ Κô↔ΥΤôÏλ−
Φ∴úΞ ≅ƒΚ ⊥∴ιùΘôûΚ ùΚôηΟ
ΤχΚΖôγ′ ΡôÓΚ↓ο ΤχΚρ ΘδΚρ
♦ ς ƒ ♣ ƒ Κ ↓ τ  ê Ω λ  Α γ ′
ΡΟιÕ€τ[∴ν−

ú Θ ν Θ ο Κ ρ  Β ο Ω ô Τ ο  Τ χ Κ ρ
♦ ς ƒ ♣ ƒ Κ û Ζ  ú Θ ν Ü  ù Μµ Ξ Θ σ Ï
ΤχΚΖôγ′ ΜôνϕΘ Øû[ ∆ρΖΘô>
≅àΣΞλ+ Ξ ΥÕ ≅⁄κΣûΟΥ ôΚχ
ùΚôηÓ úΘνÜ ùΜµÙλ ΒΟλ Ιτß
∆ρΖÕ  Φτß  ♣û∴κúΣôλ  ∋≅(
≅ΞνΚ↓τ ΘÏƒ ≅°Ü ≅⁄κΣûΟ♠ο
úΘνÜ ùΜµÙλ ΒΟλ Ιτß ∆ρΖÕ
Φ τ ß  ♣ û ∴ κ ú Σ ô λ −  Υ ô ν  ≅ ƒ Κ
≅àΣΞλ+ ≅ƒΚ ≅°Ü ∆ρΖΞνΚρ
Φτß Τƒκ♦ÓΞÕ Κ⁄∴Τô∴ ùΜΥο
ΑÏλ− ΤχΚρ ΒϕΘ ♦ςεΜû∴χÏ ¾νÜ
Κ η Ο ∴ ν  Φ τ ß  ♣ û ∴ κ ú Σ ô λ −
≅ κ Σ ⁄ κ Σ γΟ  Β Ο ι ƒ ο  ú Θ ν Θ ο Κ ρ
≅Ξ′Υλ ΒοûΩ−

 Α∴ôο ≅κΣ⁄κΣγΟ ΒΟιûΘ ∋≅(
Σ Ïƒû Υ  Τχ Κ Ζ ô γ′  Ρ ô Ó  Φ τß
≅ û Ψ χ Κ Ω ô Τ ô >  Τ χ Κ ρ  Θ δ Κ ρ
♦ ς ƒ ♣ ƒ Κ û Ζ  ↑ Ú λ × € [ ô ν Κ ú Ζ ô
Β ο û Ω ú Υ ô  Φ π Ξ ô ß  ù Θ ↔ ϕ Õ
ùΚôρΞÕ> ΤχΚ↓τ ↑ÚκΣδΚÞχÏ
ΓσΣ  Αγ′  ùΜµÙΤôß  ΦκΣ⁄  á[
Ø⁄Ùλ> ΤχΚρ ↑ÚλΣôΘΞνΚûΖ
Τ χ Κ ρ  ♦ ς ƒ ♣ ƒ Κ Ζ ô Κ  Β Ú χ Κ
Θ Ï ƒ Υσ [ Ξ ν Κ ρ  Φ τß  ♣ û∴ ι Õ
ùΘôΟςôΤο ΒÚχΚ Ρôλ Φτ∴ ùΜµΥ
Ø⁄Ùλ> ΤχΚρ ΘδΚρ ♦ςƒ♣ƒΚûΖ
♣νΠ♠ιΘ ΚôΩιƒο úΘνϕùΘÓχΚ+
≅ΞνΚρ ♣û∴ιΘôο Τôσ[ ΙÚ Øû[
úΘûΞκΣÓ€[Õ− ΒλØû[ûΥ Ρôλ
úΘνΘο  Φτ€ú[ôλ− Φ∴úΞ ΘσΚôΩιƒο
♦ςƒ♣ƒιÕΞ ΤχΚΖôγ′♠ο úΘνΘοΚρ
♥Κ Øχ€ΥΤô∴ΘôÏλ−

úΘνΘοΚ↓ο ΞôχΚΖôνΚρ ΣοúΞß
úΘνÜ Øû[ΚûΖ úΘνÜ ùΜµÕ
ùΚôρ€τ[∴ν−

< ≅ΞνΚρ ΘδΚÞχΚôΚ ΜγΟδΚρ
 ΒΥσßΣΞνΚûΖ úΘνϕùΘÓιÕ
 ùΚôρ€τ[∴ν−
< ≅ςΜôδΚιûΘ ΓσΣôÓ ùΜµΣΞνΚûΖ

Ø χ € Υ  Ø ⁄ Ü  Φ Ó κ Σ Ξ ν Κ û Ζ
úΘνϕùΘÓιÕχ ùΚôρΞν−

<Φ ϕ Θ  Κ γ ′ ♠ τ  ù Κ ô ρ û Κ Κ ρ
≅ςΜôδΚιûΘ ΜγΟδΚρ ùΜµΞûΘ
♣ ν Π ♠ χ Ï ú Τ ô  ≅ ϕ Θ  Κ γ ′ û Υ
úΘνϕùΘÓιÕχ ùΚôρΞν−

úΘνΘûΩ ΤχΚΖôγ′ Øû[♠ο
ΤôσßΞÕ ΦÕ>
  ú Θ ν Θ ο Κ ρ  Σ Ω  Ξ → Κ ↓ ο
ΡûΟùΣß€[Õ− ΤχΚΖôγ′ ΡôÓΚρ
≅û∴ιÕλ úΘνΘοΚûΖ ΡΟιÕ€τ[∴−
Α∴ôο ΤχΚΖôγ′ ≅οΩôΘ ΡôÓΚÞλ
′Ω ΞûΚΥô∴ úΘνΘοΚûΖ ΡΟιƒ
ù Κ ô ρ € τ [ ∴ −  Τ χ Κ Ζ ô γ ′ ♠ ο
Ρ û Ο ù Σ ß λ  ú Θ ν Θ Û χ Ï λ  Β Θ ς
ΡôÓΚ↓ο ΡΟιÕλ úΘνΘοΚÞχÏ
∆ ρ Ζ  ↑ ι ƒ Υ ô Μ ι û Θ  Φ π Ξ ô ß
ù Θ ↔ ϕ Õ ù Κ ô ρ Ξ Õ >  Ø Θ ο
≅ιƒΥôΥιƒο ΒûΘκΣσ° ↑ΞςΤôΚ
Κσú[ôλ− úΘνΘοΚρ ΡûΟùΣßλ ΣΩ
ΡôÓΚûΖ Ï°ιÕ ΚΩϕΘôúΩô′ιúΘôλ−
Α∴ôο ≅ûΞ ΦοΩôλ ΤχΚΖôγ′
úΘνΘοΚρ Φτß ùΜôοΩ Ø⁄ΥôÕ− Ρôλ
ΦûΘ Κσú[ôúΤô ≅ûΘ ΙÚ Øû[
♣ û ∴ Ü  á ν ϕ Õ  Τ χ Κ ô Ζ γ ′
úΘνΘοΚÞχÏ úΘûΞΥô∴ Ïû[ϕΘ
ΣγΜ ♣ΣϕΘû∴ ≅°úΞôλ−
<ØΘΩôΞΘôΚ ΙπùΞôÚΞÚλ úΘνÜ

ùΜµÙλ ↑ΘΤôΚ ΒÚχΚ úΞηÓλ−
ΒΘ τ ùΣôÚρ Φτ∴ùΞ τ[ô ο
ΙπùΞôÚΞÚχÏλ ΙÚ ϑγÓ ΒÚχΚ
ú Ξ η Óλ −  Ι π ùΞ ô Ú  ϑ γ Óχ Ï λ
ΜΤΤô∴ Τƒκ× ΒÚχΚ úΞηÓλ−
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Second, there should be
something to choose from. Parties
and candidates should be free to
contest elections and should offer
some real choice to the voters.

 Third, the choice should be
offered at regular intervals.
Elections must be held regularly
after every few years.

Fourth, the candidate preferred by
the people should get elected.

Fifth, elections should be
conducted in a free and fair
manner where people can choose
as they really wish.
These might look like very simple

and easy conditions. But there are
many countries where these are not
fulfilled. In this chapter we will apply
these conditions to the elections
held in our own country to see if we
can call these democratic elections.

Is it good to have politicalIs it good to have politicalIs it good to have politicalIs it good to have politicalIs it good to have political
competit ion?competit ion?competit ion?competit ion?competit ion?
Elections are thus all about political
competition. This competition takes
various forms. The most obvious form
is the competition among political
parties. At the constituency level, it
takes the form of competition among
several candidates. If there is no
competition, elections will become
pointless.

But is it good to have political
competition? Clearly, an electoral
competition has many demerits. It
creates a sense of disunity and
‘factionalism’ in every locality. You
would have heard of people
complaining of ‘party-politics’ in your
locality. Different political parties
and leaders often level allegations
against one another. Parties and
candidates often use dirty tricks to
win elections. Some people say that
this pressure to win electoral fights
does not allow sensible long-term
policies to be formulated. Some good

people who may wish to serve the
country do not enter this arena. They
do not like the idea of being dragged
into unhealthy competition.

Our Constitution makers were
aware of these problems. Yet they
opted for free competition in
elections as the way to select our
future leaders. They did so because
this system works better in the long
run. In an ideal world all political
leaders know what is good for the
people and are motivated only by a
desire to serve them. Political
competition is not necessary in
such an ideal world. But that is not
what happens in real life. Political
leaders all over the world, like all
other professionals, are motivated
by a desire to advance their political
careers. They want to remain in
power or get power and positions for
themselves.They may wish to serve
the people as well, but it is risky to
depend entirely on their sense of
duty. Besides even when they wish
to serve the people, they may not
know what is required to do so, or
their ideas may not match what the
people really want.

How do we deal with this real life
situation? One way is to try and
improve the knowledge and
character of political leaders. The
other and more realistic way is to set
up a system where political leaders
are rewarded for serving the people
and punished for not doing so. Who
decides this reward orpunishment?
The simple answer is: the people.
This is what electoral competition
does. Regular electoral competition
provides incentives to political
parties and leaders. They know that
if they raise issues that people want
to be raised, their popularity and
chances of victory will increase in
the next elections. But if they fail to
satisfy the voters with their work
they will not be able to win again.

Ah! So, elections
are like exams

where politicians
and parties know if
they have passed
or failed. But who

are the examiners?
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< Β ς η Ο ô Ξ Õ  9  Φ Ξ σ ° ← Ú ϕ Õ
úΘνϕùΘÓιÕχùΚôρΖ úΞηÓúΤô ΦτΣÕ
Σσ° ùΘ↓ΞôΚ ΒÚχΚ úΞηÓλ− Κγ′Κρ+
úΞγΣôΖνΚρ úΣôγ⁄♠Ο ΚγÓκΣôÓ ΒÚχΚχ
áΟôÕ+ ΞôχΚôΖνΚÞχÏ ∆ηûΤΥô∴
Øû[♠ο úΘνÜ ùΜµΥ ∆↔ûΤ ΒÚχΚ
úΞηÓλ−

< êτ[ôΞÕ 9 Μ↔Υô∴ ΒûΟùΞ↓♠ο úΘνÜ
ΒÚχΚ úΞηÓλ− ΙπùΞôÚ ♣νΠ♠ιΘ
ΚôΩ ΒûΟùΞ↓χÏ ♦[Ï ΘΞ[ôΤο úΘνΘο
ΡΟιΘ úΞηÓλ−

< ΡôτΚôΞÕ 9 ΤχΚρ úΘνϕùΘÓιΘ ΡΣν
Κη⁄κΣôΚ ′[κΣôΚ ùΜµΥκΣΟ úΞηÓλ−

< ΗϕΘôΞÕ 9 ΤχΚρ ↑Úλ×ΣΞνΚûΖ úΘνÜ
ùΜµÙλ ↑ΘΤôΚ+ úΘνΘο ÑΘϕƒςΤô∴
Τσßλ ♣ΥôΥΤô∴ Øû[♠ο ΡûΟùΣ[
úΞηÓλ−

ΒûΞ ≅û∴ιÕλ Φ↓ûΤΥôΚ+
ÑΩΣΤô∴ Øû[ΥôΚ ùΘ↔ΥΩôλ− Α∴ôο
ΒϕΘ ãθ♣ûΩ ΒοΩôΘ ΡôÓΚρ ΣΩ
∆ρΖ∴− ΒϕΘ ≅ιƒΥôΥιƒο úΤúΩ
∆ρΖ ãθ♣ûΩΚûΖ Ρλ Ρôγ⁄ο
ΡûΟùΣßλ úΘνΘοΚÞχÏ Ικ♦γÓ
≅Ξσû[ ΤχΚΖôγ′ úΘνΘοΚρ  Φτß
á[ Ø⁄ÙΤô ΦτΣûΘ Σ↔≠←κúΣôλ−

≅ς′Υ←ο úΣôγ⁄ι ΘτûΤ
ΒÚκΣÕ ΡοΩΘô>

úΘνΘοΚρ úΤσá°Υ ↑ΘΤôΚ
≅ς′Υ←ο ∆ρΖ úΣôγ⁄ ΣΩ ↑ΘΤôΚ
ΒÚχÏλ− ≅Ξσ°ο ≅ς′Υο Κγ′Κ↓τ
ΒûΟúΥ ∆ρΖ úΣôγ⁄ ùΘ↓Ξô∴ΘôΚ
ΒÚχÏλ− ùΘôÏƒ ≅⁄κΣûΟ♠ο úΘνΘ←τ
úΣôÕ úΞγΣôΖνΚÞχÏ ΒûΟúΥ úΣôγ⁄
≅ƒΚΤôΚ ΒÚχÏλ+ ≅ΞνΚÞχÏ ΒûΟúΥ
úΣôγ⁄ ΒοΩôΤο úΣô∴ôο úΘνΘοΚÞχÏ
ΦϕΘ Øχ€ΥιÕΞØλ ΒÚχΚôÕ−

Α∴ôο ≅ς′Υο ≅⁄κΣûΟ♠ο úΣôγ⁄
ΒÚκΣÕ  ΡοΩΘô>  úΣôγ⁄  ΦτΣÕ  ′Ω
Ïû[ΣôÓΚûΖ ùΚôη⁄ÚχÏλ− ΒÕ
ΙπùΞôÚ ùΘôÏƒ♠Ûλ ∋≅( ΒΟιƒÛλ
Ξ ν χ Κ κ  ú Σ ô ν  Ι σ ß û Τ ♠ τ û Τ û Υ
ΓσΣÓιÕλ− ∆δΚρ ΣÏƒ♠ο Κγ′Κ↓τ
≅ς′Υο Ï°ιÕ Ïû[ΣôÓΚûΖ ≅⁄χΚ⁄
úΣ′χùΚôρΞûΘ úΚγ⁄ÚκÀνΚρ− ΣοúΞß
≅ς′Υο Κγ′Κρ ≅⁄χΚ⁄+ ΙÚΞν ÁÕ ΙÚΞν
Σ→ ÑΤιÕΞν− Κγ′Κρ ΘδΚρ úΞγΣôΖνΚρ
ù ⊥ ♠ χ Κ  ú Τ ô Μ Τ ô ∴  Θ ϕ ƒ ς δ Κ û Ζ
ûΚΥôÞΞν− úΘνΘο úΣôγ⁄♠ο Βπ↑ΘΤô∴
≅ÝιΘλ ¿ηΟΚôΩ ùΚôρûΚΚρ ΘΥôν
ùΜµΞƒο ΣΥτΣΟôÕ Φτß ΙÚ ′Ω
ΤχΚ↓τ ΚÚιΘôÏλ−

Αô  úΘνΘοΚρ
úΘνÜΚρ úΣôτ[Õ

≅ƒο
≅ς′ΥοΞôƒΚρ+

Κγ′Κρ Pass
Α€[ôνΚúΖô

ΒοûΩúΥô+ Fail
Α€[ôνΚúΖô

ùΘ↔ιÕ úΣôµ↑Óλ−
Α∴ôο úΘνÜ

ûΞκΣΞνΚρ Υôν>

ΡôγÓχÏ úΜûΞ ùΜµΥ úΞηÓλ Φτß
ΙÚ′Ω ΡοΩ Τ±ΘνΚρ ΒιÕû[χÏ ΞÚΞÕ
Β ο û Ω −  Α ú ς ô χ € Υ Τ σ [  ã Ψ ← ο
ΘρΖκΣÓú Ξôλ Φτß Φη∞ ΣΩν
≅ς′ΥûΩ ↑Úλ×ΞÕ ΒοûΩ−

Ρλ ≅ς′Υο ≅ûΤκ× ΜγΟ ΘΥô↔κΣôΖνΚρ
ΒϕΘ ♦ςεΜû∴ Ï°ιÕ ≅°Ξν− ΒÚϕÕλ
úΘνΘοΚ↓ο ΦƒνΚôΩ ΘûΩΞνΚ ûΖ
úΘνϕùΘÓιÕχ ùΚôρΖ ÑΘϕƒςΤô∴ úΣôγ⁄
ΘτûΤûΥ ↑Úλ♦∴ν− Φƒν ΚôΩιƒο ΒϕΘ
≅ûΤκ× Ρτ[ôΚ úΞûΩ ùΜµΥ ≅ΞνΚρ
Φη∞∴ν− ∆Υν ′[κ×ûΟΥ ΒϕΘ ∆ΩΚιƒο
≅ς′ΥοΞôƒΚρ ∆Ω€ο ΤχΚÞχÏ ΦÕ
ΡοΩÕ Φτß ùΘ↔ϕÕ ùΚôηÓ úΜûΞ
ùΜµÙλ ΦηΠιƒο ΒÚκΣôνΚρ− ≅ς′Υο
ΜλΣϕΘκΣγΟ úΣôγ⁄Κρ ∆Υν ′[κ×ûΟΥ
ΒϕΘ ∆ΩΚιÕχÏ úΘûΞ ΒοûΩ− Α∴ôο
∆ηûΤ ΞôθχûΚ♠ο ≅πΞôß ΡΟκΣÕ
Β ο û Ω −  ∆ Ω Κ λ  Ø Ý Ξ Õ λ  ∆ ρ Ζ
≅ς′ΥοΞôƒΚρ Τσ[ ùΘô→ο ♣×ΠνΚûΖκ
ú Σ ô Ω ú Ξ  Θ δ Κ Þ ûΟ Υ  ≅ ς ′ Υ ο
ΞôθχûΚûΥ ØτàχÏ ùΚôηÓúΣôΚ
úΞηÓλ Φτ[ ØΥσ′♠ο ∆ρΖ∴ν−
≅ΞνΚρ ΣΘ↑ûΥ ùΣ[úΞηÓλ ∋≅(
ΘχΚûΞιÕ ùΚôρΖ úΞηÓλ+ ΣΘ↑ΚûΖ
Θô ú ∴  ≅ à Σ ↑χ Κ  ú Ξ ηÓ λ  Φ τ ß
♣û∴χ€[ôνΚρ− ΤχΚÞχÏ úΜûΞ ùΜµΥ
úΞηÓλ Φτß áΟ ♣û∴χΚΩôλ− Α∴ôο
≅Õ ≅ΞνΚÞûΟΥ Τ∴κΣχÏΞιƒτ ÁÕ
ΑΘôςκΣγ⁄ÚκΣÕ ¾ûΤûΥ ∆ηΟôχÏλ
↑ΘΤôΚ ΒÚχÏλ− ΤχΚÞχÏ ΦκúΣôÕ úΜûΞ
ùΜµΥ úΞηÓλ Φτ[úΣôÕ ≅ΞνΚÞχÏ
Φτ∴ ùΜµΥ úΞηÓλ ∋≅( ΤχΚρ ΦûΘ
∆ηûΤΥôΚ úΚôÚ€τ[∴ν Φτ[ ΦηΠλ
úΘôτ[ôΤο úΣôÏλ−

Βπ↑ΘΤôΚ ΒΥο× ΞôθχûΚ ♣ûΩûΥ
ΦκΣ⁄ Μ↔ ùΜµΞÕ> ≅ς′ΥοΞôƒΚ↓τ
≅°ûΞ+ ΡΟΞ⁄χûΚûΥ úΤλΣÓιÕΞÕ
ΦτΣÕ ΙÚ Ξ→ ΑÏλ− ΤχΚÞχÏ úΜûΞ
ùΜµÙλ ≅ς′ΥοΞôƒΚûΖ ùΚΖς↑ιΘο+
úΜûΞ ùΜµΥôΘΞνΚûΖ Θη⁄χΚ ΙÚ
≅ûΤκûΣ ΓσΣÓιÕΞÕ Τσù[ôÚ↑Θλ−
ùΞÏΤƒΚρ+ ΘηΟû∴Κρ Υôν ♣νΠ♠κΣν>
ΒΘσÏ Φ↓Θô∴ ↑ûΟ 9 ΤχΚρ úΘνΘοΚρ
úΣôÕ ΦÕ ùΜµ€[úΘô ≅ÕúΞ ΒÕ−
♣ ν Π ♠ χ Κ κ Σ γ Ο  Κ ô Ω ι ƒ ο  Ρ Οχ Ï λ
ú Θ ν Θ ο Κ Þ χ Ï  ≅ ς ′ Υ ο  Κ γ ′ Κ ρ
Θ û Ω Ξ ν Κ Þ χ Ï  Εχ Κ ι ù Θ ô û Κ û Υ
ΞΨδÏΞν− ΤχΚÞχÏ ∆ρΖ ♦ςεΜû∴ûΥ
ΘôúΤ ΦÝκ♦∴ôο ΘδΚûΖ úΘνùΘÓκΣν
Φτß ≅ς′ΥοΞôƒΚÞχÏ ùΘ↔Ùλ− Φ∴úΞ
ΘôδΚρ ùΜµÙλ Σ∞Κ↓ο ΞôχΚôΖνΚρ
ƒÚκƒ ≅ûΟΥ↑οûΩ Φτ[ôο Τσù[ôÚ
Øû[ ≅ΞνΚρ ù⊥♠χΚΤôγΟôνΚρ−
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Can we say that Indian elections are
democratic? To answer this question,
let us take a look at how elections
are held in India. Lok Sabha and
Vidhan Sabha (Assembly) elections
are held regularly after every five
years. After five years the term of all
the elected representatives comes to
an end. The Lok Sabha or Vidhan
Sabha stands ‘dissolved’. Elections
are held in all constituencies at the
same time, either on the same day or
within a few days. This is called a
general election. Sometimes
election is held only for one
constitutency to fill the vacancy
caused by death or resignation of a

member. This is called a by-election.
In this chapter we will focus on
general elections.

Electoral constituenciesElectoral constituenciesElectoral constituenciesElectoral constituenciesElectoral constituencies
You read about the people of
Haryana electing 90 MLAs. You may
have wondered how they did that.
Did every person in Haryana vote for
all the 90 MLAs? You perhaps know
that this is not the case. In our
country we follow an area based
system of representation. The
country is divided into different
areas for purposes of elections.
These areas are called electoral
constitutencies. The voters who live

So if a political party is motivated
only by desire to be in power, even
then it will be forced to serve the
people. This is a bit like the way
market works. Even if a shopkeeper
is interested only in his profit, he is
forced to give good service to the

customers. If he does not, the
customer will go to some other shop.
Similarly, political competition may
cause divisions and some ugliness,
but it finally helps to force political
parties and leaders to serve the
people.

3.2 3.2 3.2 3.2 3.2 WWWWWHAHAHAHAHATTTTT I I I I ISSSSS O O O O OURURURURUR S S S S SYSTEMYSTEMYSTEMYSTEMYSTEM     OOOOOFFFFF E E E E ELECTILECTILECTILECTILECTIONSONSONSONSONS?????

Read these two cartoons carefully. Write the message of each of them in your
own words. Have a discussion in class on which of the two is closer to the

reality in your own locality. Draw a cartoon to depict what elections do to the
relationship between voters and political leaders.
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úΤúΩ ∆ρΖ ΒςηÓ úΚ← ′ιƒςδΚûΖ ΚΞ∴ΤôΚ Σ⁄ÙδΚρ−
ΒΞσ°ο ∆ρΖΞσû[ Ï°ιÕ ùΜôϕΘΤôΚ ΦÝÕδΚρ− ∆δΚρ

ΣÏƒ♠ο ΒϕΘ ΒςηÓ ΣΟδΚ↓ο ΦÕ ∆ηûΤΥô∴ΘôΚ ∆ρΖÕ
ΦτΣûΘ ∆τ ΞÏκΣû[♠ο ΚΩϕΘôúΩô′ÙδΚρ ΞôχΚôΖνΚÞχÏ

≅ς′ΥοΞôƒΚρ ∆ρΖ ΜλΣϕΘιûΘ úΘνΘοΚρ ΦπΞôß ′ιΘ↔χ€τ[Õ
ΦτΣûΘ ùΘ↔ΥΣÓιƒ úΚ← ′ιƒςλ ΞûςΚ−

úΚ←

′ιƒςιûΘ

Σ⁄χΚÜλ
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 ΒϕƒΥô↑ο úΘνΘοΚρ ΤχΚΖôγ′
Øû[χÏ ∆γΣγΟûΞ Φτß ΡλΤôο
á [  Ø ⁄Ù Τ ô>  Β ϕΘ  ú Κ ρ↑ χ Ï
↑ûΟΥôΚ+ ΒϕƒΥô↑ο úΘνΘοΚρ
ΦπΞôß ΡûΟùΣß€[Õ ΦτΣûΘ
ΣôνκúΣôλ− ΙπùΞôÚ ΗϕΘôηÓχÏ
Ι Ú  Ø û [  ú Ω ô χ Μ û Σ  Τ σ ß λ
ΜγΟΜûΣχÏ ∋↑Θôτ ΜûΣ( úΘνΘοΚρ
Θ Ξ [ ô Τ ο  Ρ û Ο ù Σ ß € [ Õ −  4
Α η Ó Κ Þ χ Ï  ♦ [ Ï
úΘνϕùΘÓχΚκΣγΟ ♦ςƒ♣ƒΚ↓τ ΣΘ↑
Κ ô Ω λ  Ø⁄ Ξ û ΟÙ λ −  ú Ωô χ Μ û Σ +
ΜγΟΜûΣ ςιÕ ùΜµΥκΣÓλ− ΦοΩô
ùΘôÏƒΚ↓Ûλ úΘνΘοΚρ Ιúς Ρôρ+
∋ ≅ (  ′ Ω Ρ ô γ Κ ρ  Β û Ο ù Ξ ↓ ♠ ο
ΡûΟùΣßλ− ΒΞσû[ ùΣôÕ úΘνΘοΚρ
ΦτΣν−  ′Ω  ΜΤΥδΚ↓ο  ∆ßκ♦∴ν
(MLA (0r) MP) ΤςΠΤûΟϕΘôο ∋≅(
ςô≥∴ôΤô ùΜµΞΘôο ΓσΣÓλ Κô←

ΒΟιûΘ ♣ςκΣ ΙÚ ùΘôÏƒ♠ο úΘνΘο
ΡûΟùΣßλ ΒûΘúΥ ΒûΟιúΘνΘο
ΦτΣν− ΒϕΘ ≅ιƒΥôΥιƒο Ρôλ ùΣôÕ
úΘνΘο Ï°ιÕ ùΘ↔ϕÕ ùΚôρúΞôλ−
úΘνΘο ùΘôÏƒΚρ
   ↔Υô∴ô↑ο ΤχΚρ 8/ ΜγΟΤτ[
∆ßκ♦∴νΚûΖ úΘνϕùΘÓιΘ Øû[ûΥ
¿δΚρ Σ⁄ι¾νΚρ− ≅Õ ΦκΣ⁄ ΡΟϕΘÕ
Φτß ↑ΥκΣûΟΥΩôλ− ↔Υô∴ô↑ο
∆ρΖ ΙπùΞôÚΞÚλ 8/ ΜγΟΤτ[
∆ßκ♦∴νΚÞχÏ ϑγÓ úΣôγΟ∴ςô>
≅πΞôß ΡΟχΚôÕ ΦτΣÕ ∆∴χÏ
ù Θ ↔ ϕ Õ  Β Ú χ Ïλ −  Ρ λ  Ρ ô γ ⁄ ο
Ι π ùΞ ô Ú  ΣÏ ƒ♠ τ  ΑΘ ô ς ôΤ ô Κ
Øχ€ΥιÕΞλ ΞôµϕΘ ≅ûΤκûΣ Ρôλ
ΚûΟ♦⁄χ€ú[ôλ− úΘνΘÛχΚôΚ ΣΩ
ù Θ ô Ï ƒ Κ Ζ ô Κ  ♦ ↔ χ Κ κ Σ Ó € [ Õ −
ΒΞσû[úΥ úΘνΘο ùΘôÏƒΚρ Φτß
≅ûΨχ€ú[ôλ− ≅κΣÏƒ♠ο ∆ρΖ
ΤχΚρ ΙÚ ♦ςƒ♣ƒûΥ úΘνϕùΘÓκΣν−

2−1 ΡλØûΟΥ úΘνΘο Øû[ ΦÕ>

ΙÚ ≅ς′Υο Κγ′ ≅ƒΚôςιƒο
ΒÚχΚ úΞηÓλ Φτ[ ¾↑ς úΚô↔χûΚ
ΒÚϕΘôο  ≅Õ Κη⁄κΣôΚ ΤχΚÞχÏ
úΜûΞ ùΜµΥ úΞη⁄Υ ≅Ξ′Υλ
ΒÚχÏλ− ΤôνχùΚγ ΦπΞôß úΞûΩ
ùΜµ€[úΘô ≅Õ úΣôΩúΞ ΒÕÜλ+ ΙÚ
ΚûΟχÏ ùΜôϕΘχΚôςν ΩôΣιƒτ ÁÕ
≅ χ Κ û ς  Β Ú ϕ Θ ô ο  ≅ Ξ ν
Ξô⁄χûΚΥôΖνΚÞχÏ ΡοΩ úΜûΞ
ùΜµΥ úΞη⁄ΥÕ ΒÚχÏλ−

≅ π Ξ ô ß  ≅ Ξ ν  ù Μµ Υ ↑ οû Ω
Φτ[ôο Ξô⁄χûΚΥôΖν Τσù[ôÚ
ΚûΟχÏ úΣôµ ↑ÓΞôν− ≅úΘ úΣôτß
≅ς′Υο úΣôγ⁄ ′Ω ♦↔↑û∴ûΥ
Γ σΣ ÓιΘ + ≅ ′δΚ Τσ[ Øû [χ Ï
Ξ→ΞÏχÏλ ∋≅(+ ΚôςΠΤôÏλ− Α∴ôο
Β Õ  ≅ ς ′ Υ ο  Κ γ ′ Κ û Ζ +
≅ς′ΥοΞôƒΚûΖ Ø⁄ΞôΚ ΤχΚÞχÏ
úΜûΞ ùΜµÙΤôß ùΜµÙλ

Φτ±Ολ ƒγΟλ+
↑ΖλΣςλ+ ΞôχÏßƒ

∆ρΖÕ−

Φτ±Ολ ϑγÓ ∆ρΖÕ

Ξô
χÏ

ß
ƒΚ

ρ

ΞôχΚôΖν
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GULBARGA LOK SABHA CONSTITUENCY

in an area elect one representative.
For Lok Sabha elections, the country
is divided into 543 constituencies.
The representative elected from
each constituency is called a
Member of Parliament or an MP.
One of the features of a democratic
election is that every vote should
have equal value. That is why our
Constitution requires that each
constituency should have a roughly
equal population living within it.

Similarly, each state is divided
into a specific number of Assembly
constituencies. In this case, the
elected representative is called the
Member of Legislative Assembly or

GULBARGA (KALABURAGI) DISTRICT
IN KARNATAKA

an MLA. Each Parliamentary
constituency has within it several
assembly constituencies. The same
principle applies for Panchayat and
Municipal elections. Each village or
town is divided into several ‘wards’
that are like constituencies. Each
ward elects one member of the
village or the urban local body.
Sometimes these constituencies are
counted as ‘seats’, for each
constituency represents one seat in
the assembly. When we say that ‘Lok
Dal won 60 seats’ in Haryana, it
means that candidates of Lok Dal
won in 60 assembly constituencies
in the state and thus Lok Dal had
60 MLAs in the state assembly.

Why is the boundary of the Gulbarga Lok Sabha
constituency not the same as the district
boundary of Gulbarga (Kalaburagi)? Draw a
similar map for your own Lok Sabha
constituency.

 How many Assembly constituencies are there
in the Gulbarga Lok Sabha constituency? Is it
the same in your own Lok Sabha constituency?
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ÏοΣνΚô úΩôχΜûΣ ùΘôÏƒ

úΩôχΜûΣ úΘνΘÛχΚôΚ ΡôγûΟ  432
ùΘôÏƒΚΖôΚ ♦↔ιΘ∴ν− ΙπùΞôÚ
ùΘôÏƒ♠ο ΒÚϕÕ úΘνϕùΘÓχΚκΣγΟ
♦ςƒ♣ƒûΥ ΣôςôÞΤτ[ ∆ßκ♦∴ν
∋≅( MP Φτß ≅ûΨκΣν− ΙπùΞôÚ
ΞôχÏλ ΜΤΤô∴ Τƒκ× ùΣσ°ÚκΣÕ
ΤχΚΖôγ′ ùΚôρûΚ♠τ ΙÚ ′[κ×
≅λΜΤôÏλ− ≅Θ∴ôο Θôτ ΒϕƒΥ
≅ ς ′ Υ ο  ≅ û Τ κ ×  Μ γ Ο ι ƒ τ Σ ⁄
ΙπùΞôÚ ùΘôÏƒ♠Ûλ Γ[χÏû[Υ
ΜΤΤô∴ ΤχΚρ ùΘôûΚ ΒÚχÏλ−

≅ û Θ κ ú Σ ô Ω ú Ξ  Ι π ù Ξ ô Ú
Τ ô ♣ Ω ι ƒ Û λ  ′ Ω  Ï ° κ ♦ γ Ο
Φ η ∞ χ û Κ ♠ ο  Μ γ Ο Τ τ [
ùΘôÏƒΚΖôΚ ♦↔χΚκΣγ⁄ÚχÏλ− ΒδÏ
ú Θ ν ϕ ù Θ Ó χ Κ κ Σ γ Ο  ♦ ς ƒ ♣ ƒ Κ û Ζ
ΜγΟΤτ[ ∆ßκ♦∴ν ∋≅( MLA Φτß
≅ûΨκΣν−

ΙπùΞôÚ ΣôςôÞΤτ[ ùΘôÏƒΚ↓ο
ΣΩ ΜγΟΤτ[ ùΘôÏƒΚρ ΒÚχÏλ−
ΣφΜôΥι+ ΡΚςôγ′ úΘνΘοΚÞχÏ
ΒûΘ ú Υ ΚûΟ♦⁄κΣν− Ιπ ùΞôÚ
€ςôΤιûΘ+ ΡΚςιûΘ ùΘôÏƒΚρúΣôΩ
ΣΩ ΞôνγÓΚΖôΚ ♦↔κΣν− €ςôΤιƒÛλ+
ΡΚςιƒÛλ ΙπùΞôÚ ΞôνγÓχÏ ΙÚ
∆ßκ♦∴ûς úΘνϕùΘÓκΣν− ′Ω ΜΤΥλ
Ι Ú  ù Θ ô Ï ƒ û Υ  Ι Ú  Β Ο Τ ô Κ
♣νΠ♠κΣν− Γù∴τ[ôο ΙπùΞôÚ
ù Θ ô Ï ƒ Ù λ  Ι Ú  Μ γ Ο Τ τ [ ι û Θ
ùΣσ°ÚχÏλ− ↔Υô∴ô↑ο úΩôχΘρ
Κγ′ 5/ ùΘôÏƒ♠ο ùΞσ° ùΣσ[Õ
Φτß ùΜôοÛλúΣôÕ ↔Υô∴ô↑ο
Μ γ ΟΤ τ [  ùΘ ô Ï ƒ ♠ ο  ú Ω ôχ Θ ρ
Κγ′♠∴ν 5/ úΣν ù⊥♠ιΘôνΚρ Φτß
ù Σ ô Ú ρ −  Β π ↑ Θ Τ ô Κ  Τ ô ♣ Ω
ΜγΟΤτ[ιƒο úΩôχΘρ Κγ′ 5/ úΣν
ΜγΟΤτ[ ∆ßκ♦∴ûς ùΣσßρΖÕ−

< ÏοΣνΚô úΩôχΜûΣ ùΘôÏƒ♠τ
ΦοûΩΚρ Τσßλ ÏοΣνΚô ∋ΚΩ×ς€(
ΤôΞγΟ ΦοûΩΚρ Ιúς Τôƒ↔ΥôΚ Γτ
ΒοûΩ> ∆δΚρ úΩôχΜûΣ ùΘôÏƒχÏ

ΜλΣϕΘκΣγΟ ΒÕ úΣôτ[ ΣΟλ Ξûς−

< ÏοΣνΚô úΩôχΜûΣ ùΘôÏƒ♠ο ΦιΘû∴
ΜγΟΤτ[ ùΘôÏƒΚρ ∆ρΖ∴> ∆δΚρ
ùΘôÏƒ♠ο áΟ ÏοΣνΚô↑ο ∆ρΖΣ⁄
∆ρΖΘô>

43

ÏοΣνΚô
€ςôΤλ

44 ùΘσÏ ÏοΣνΚô

45ΞΟχÏ
ÏοΣνΚô     34

≅κΜοéν

 35
ËΞν€

            39

Ïν♥γΚο

    40

  ′ιΘéν

  41

 úΜΟλ

  Κν∴ôΟΚô↑ο ∆ρΖ ÏοΣνΚô
      ∋ΚΩ×ς€( ΤôΞγΟλ

≅ς♦χΚΟο

Ωχ_¾ÜΚρ

Τôςôω⁄ςô

úΚôΞô

úΚςΖ
ô

ÀΚôν

ÏοΣνΚô

Σ⊥ôéν
Υôι€ν

ςôµãν

ΣôΚο
úΚôγùΣΩΚô↑

ΘôνΞôγ

ú Τ σ Ï
ΚνΡôΟΚô

ùΚôκΣοΚΘ
χ ùΣοΩô↔

ΘôΞΡΚ↔

×úΤôΚô


úΞ

↔

∆
Óκ♦

ùΘ−ΚνΡôΟΚô

′χΤδΚðν
′ιςÕνΚô

ÕΤáν ′χΣοΩô×ςô
úΚôΩôν

ςôλΡΚν
ΤôηγΥô

Μτ

ûΤãν
ΜôΤςô⊥ΡΚν

ùΚôΟÏ

ùΣδΚðν €ςôΤλ

ΤδΚðν

ùΘΩδΚô∴ô

Αϕƒς♦ςúΘΜλ

Θ♥θΡôÓ

Τô♣Ω ΦοûΩ
ΤôΞγΟ ΦοûΩ
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RRRRR eseresereseresereservvvvveeeee d Cd Cd Cd Cd Constituenciesonstituenciesonstituenciesonstituenciesonstituencies
Our Constitution entitles every
citizen to elect her/his representative
and to be elected as a representative.
The Constitution makers, however,
were worried that in an open
electoral competition, certain
weaker sections may not stand a good
chance to get elected to the Lok Sabha
and the state Legislative Assemblies.
They may not have the required
resources, education and contacts to
contest and win elections against
others. Those who are influential and
resourceful may prevent them from
winning elections. If that happens,
our Parliament and Assemblies
would be deprived of the voice of a
significant section of our population.
That would make our democracy less
representative and less democratic.

So, the makers of our Constitution
thought of a special system of reserved
constituencies for the weaker
sections. Some constituencies are
reserved for people who belong to the
Scheduled Castes [SC] and
Scheduled Tribes [ST]. In a SC
reserved constituency only some
one who belongs to the Scheduled
Castes can stand for election.
Similarly only those belonging to
the Scheduled Tribes can contest an
election from a constituency
reserved for ST. Currently, in the
Lok Sabha, 84 seats are reserved for
the Scheduled Castes and 47 for the
Scheduled Tribes (as on 26 January
2019). This number is in proportion
to their share in the total population.
Thus the reserved seats for SC and
ST do not take away the legitimate
share of any other social group.

This system of reservation
was extended later to other
weaker sections at the district and
local level. In many states, seats  in
rural (panchayat) and urban
(municipalities and corporations)

local bodies are now reserved for
Other Backward Classes (OBC) as
well. However, the proportion of
seats reserved varies from state to
state. Similarly, one-third of the
seats are reserved in rural and
urban local bodies for women
candidates.

VVVVVo to to to to tersersersersers’’’’’ l ist l ist l ist l ist l ist
Once the constituencies are

decided, the next step is to decide
who can and who cannot vote. This
decision cannot be left to anyone
till the last day. In a democratic
election, the list of those who are
eligible to vote is prepared much
before the election and given to
everyone. This list is officially called
the Electoral Roll and is commonly
known as the Voters’ List.

This is an important step for it is
linked to the first condition of a
democratic election: everyone
should get an equal opportunity to
choose representatives. Earlier, we
read about the principle of
universal adult franchise. In
practice it means that everyone
should have one vote and each vote
should have equal value. No one
should be denied the right to vote
without a good reason. Different
citizens differ from one another in
many ways: some are rich, some are
poor; some are highly educated, some
are not so educated or not educated
at all; some are kind, others are not
so kind. But all of them are human
beings with their own needs and
views. That is why all of them deserve
to have an equal say in decisions that
affect them.

In our country, all the citizens aged
18 years and above can vote in an
election. Every citizen has the right
to vote, regardless of his or her caste,
religion or gender. Some criminals
and persons with unsound mind  can

Do you know, like
in Panchayats, one-
third of the seats in
Parliament and
Legislative
Assemblies have also
been reserved for
women as per Nari
Shakti Vandan
Adhiniyam, 2023
(Women's
Reservation Act
2023)
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ΙÕχΚκΣγΟ ùΘôÏƒΚρ
   ΡΤÕ  ≅ς′Υο  ≅ûΤκ×  ΜγΟλ
ΙπùΞôÚ Ï⁄ΤΚàχÏλ+ ≅Ξτ ∋≅(
≅Ξ↓τ ♦ςƒ♣ƒûΥ úΘνϕùΘÓιÕχ
ùΚôρΖ ∋≅( ΘôδΚúΖ úΘνϕùΘÓχΚκ
ΣÓΞΘσΚô∴ ∆↔ûΤûΥ ≅↓ιÕρΖÕ−
Α∴ôο ≅û∴ΞúςôÓλ Ικ♦Óλ úΣôÕ
ƒ[ϕΘùΞ↓ úΣôγ⁄♠ο ′Ω ♦τΘδ€Υ
ΤχΚÞχÏ úΩôχΜûΣ Τσßλ Τô♣Ω
ΜγΟΤτ[δΚ↓τ Μ↔Υô∴ Ξôµκ×
€ûΟχΚôÕ Φτß Φη∞ ≅ς′Υο
≅ ûΤ κ ×  Μγ Ο  ′ σ ♦Κ ρ  Κ Ξ û Ω
≅ûΟϕΘ∴ν− ≅ΞνΚρ Τσ[ΞνΚÞΟτ
úΣôγ⁄♠γÓ ù⊥♠χΚ úΘûΞΥô∴ Κο↑+
≅°ØΚδΚρ ΒοΩôΤο úΣôΚΩôλ−
ù Μ ο Ξ ô χ Ï  ∆ ρ Ζ Ξ ν Κ ρ
≅κΣ⁄κΣγΟΞνΚûΖ ù⊥♠χΚ ↑ΟôΤο
Θ Ó χ Κ Ω ô λ −  ≅ Õ  Ρ Ο ϕ Θ ô ο  Ρ λ
ΣôςôÞΤτ[ιƒο+ ΜγΟΤτ[ιƒο ΤχΚρ
ùΘôûΚ♠ο Ï°κ♦γΟ ΤχΚÞχÏ
Θ δ Κ Þ û Ο Υ  Β ∴ ι ƒ τ  Ï û [ +
♣û[ΚûΖ ùΜôοΩ Ø⁄ΥôΤο úΣôÏλ−
≅κΣ⁄ ΡΟϕΘôο ≅Õ ΡλØûΟΥ
ΤχΚΖôγ′χÏ Ïû[Ξô∴ Øχ€ΥιÕΞλ
≅↓κΣΘôΚÜλ Τσßλ Ïû[ÙρΖ
ΤχΚΖôγ′ΥôΚÜλ Τôσßλ−

Φ∴úΞ ΡΤÕ ≅ς′Υο ≅ûΤκ×
ΜγΟιûΘ ∆ÚΞôχ€ΥΞνΚρ ♦τΘδ€Υ
∋≅( Ρ←Üσ[ ΤχΚÞχÏ ΙÕχΚκΣγΟ
ù Θ ô Ï ƒ Κ û Ζ  Γ σ Σ Ó ι ƒ ∴ ν −  ′ Ω
ùΘ ô ÏƒΚ û Ζ  Θ ô θι Θ κ Σ γ Ο   SC
ΞνΚιƒ∴ÚχÏλ+ ′Ω ùΘôÏƒΚûΖ
ΣΨδÏ⁄ ST ΞνΚιƒ∴ÚχÏλ ΙÕχ€∴ν−
SCχÏ ΙÕχΚκΣγΟ ùΘôÏƒΚ↓ο SC
ΤγÓúΤ úΞγΣôΖςôΚ ♣σΚ úΞηÓλ−
ST χÏ ΙÕχΚκΣγΟ ùΘôÏƒΚ↓ο ST
ΤγÓúΤ  úΞγΣôΖςôΚ ♣σΚ úΞηÓλ−
ΘσúΣôÕ úΩôχΜûΣ♠ο 73 ùΘôÏƒΚρ
SC ΞνΚιƒ∴ÚχÏλ 36 ùΘôÏƒΚρ ST
ΞνΚιƒ∴ÚχÏλ ∋⊥∴Ξ↔ 15+ 1/08
Ξ û ς (  Ι Õ χ Κ κ Σ γ Ó ρ Ζ Õ −  Β ϕ Θ
Φ η∞χ û Κ  Τχ Κ ρ  ùΘ ô ûΚ ♠ ο
≅ΞνΚ↓τ ↑€ΘôεΜôςλ ΚΠχÏΣ⁄
∆ρΖÕ− Βπ↑ΘΤôΚ ≅ΞνΚÞχÏ
ΙÕχΚκΣγΟ ùΘôÏƒΚûΖ úΞß ΦϕΘ
Β∴ιΘΞÚλ ùΣ[ Ø⁄ΥôÕ−

ΒϕΘ ΙÕχÏ Øû[ûΥ ♦σΚôΩιƒο
ΤôΞγΟ+ ∆ρðν ♣ûΩΚ↓ο Τσ[ ♦τ
Θδ€Υ Β∴ιƒσÏλ ùΜΥοΣÓιƒ∴ν− ΣΩ
Τô♣ΩδΚ↓ο €ςôΤ ∋ΣφΜôΥιÕΚρ(
Ρ Κ ς δ Κ ↓ ο  ∋ Ρ Κ ς ô γ ′ Κ ρ +
ΤôΡΚςôγ′Κρ( ∆ρΖôγ′Κ↓ο Τσ[

♦σΣÓιΘκΣγúΟôν (OBC) ≅ΞνΚÞχÏ
ΒΟδΚρ ΙÕχΚκΣγΟÕ− ΒÚϕΘôÛλ
′ [ κ Σ ô Κ  Ι Õ χ Κ κ Σ γ Ο  Β Ο δ Κ ρ
Τ ô ♣ Ω ι ƒ σ Ï  Τ ô ♣ Ω λ  ú Ξ ß Σ γ Ó
ΚôΠκΣÓ€[Õ− ≅úΘúΣôο €ςôΤ+ ΡΚς
∆ρΖôγ′  ≅ûΤκ♦ο  êτ°ο  ΙÚ
Σ δ Ï  Β Ο δ Κ ρ  ù Σ η Κ Þ χ Ï
ΙÕχΚκΣγΟÕ−
ΞôχΚôΖν Σγ⁄Υο

ùΘôÏƒΚρ ΙÚØû[ Ø⁄Ü ùΜµΘ
♦[Ï Υôν ΙγÓúΣôΟ úΞηÓλ> Υôν
ϑγÓ úΣôΟχáΟôÕ Φτß ♣νΠ♠κΣÕ
≅ÓιΘΚγΟ ùΜΥΩôÏλ− ΤχΚΖôγ′♠ο
ú Θ ν Θ ← ο  Θ Ï ƒ Ù ρ Ζ  Ξ ô χ Κ ô Ζ ν
Σγ⁄ΥûΩ ΘΥô↔ιÕ úΘνΘÛχÏ Øτ×
ΞôχΚôΖν Σγ⁄ΥûΩ ΦοúΩôÚχÏλ
ΞΨδΚ úΞηÓλ− ΒûΘúΥ ∋≅( ΒϕΘ
Σγ⁄ΥúΩ ΞôχΚôΖν Σγ⁄Υο ΦτΣν−
ΤχΚΖôγ′♠ο úΘνΘοΚÞχÏ ΞôχΚôΖν
Σγ⁄ΥûΩ ΒûΠκΣÕ ΙÚ Øχ€Υ
ù Μ Υ ο  Α Ï λ −  Ι π ù Ξ ô Ú Ξ Ú λ
Θ δ Κ Þ û Ο Υ  ♦ ς ƒ ♣ ƒ Κ û Ζ
úΘνϕùΘÓιÕχùΚôρΖ ΜΤΤô∴ Ξôµκ×
ùΣσ°ÚχΚ úΞηÓλ− ΞΥÕ ΞϕúΘôν
Ξô χ Ï↔ ûΤ Ï°ι Õ Ρô λ Ø τ×
≅ ° ϕ Õ ρ ú Ζ ô λ−  ≅ Θ τ  ùΣ ô Ú ρ
ΙÚΞÚχÏ ΙÚ ΞôχÏ ùΣσ°ÚκΣÕ
ΦτΣÕ ΑÏλ− Μ↔Υô∴ ΚôςΠλ
ΒοΩôΤο ΥôÚûΟΥ ϑγÓ↔ûΤûΥÙλ
♣ςôΚ↔χΚ Ø⁄ΥôÕ− ΤχΚ↓ο ΓûΨ+
ΣΠχΚôςτ Φτ[ úΞßΣôÓ Τσßλ
Κσ[ΞνΚρ+ ΚοΩôΘΞνΚΖôΚÜλ ′Ων
≅ûΤƒΥôΚÜλ Τσ[Ξν ≅πΞôß
ΒοΩôΤÛλ ΒÚχΚΩôλ− Α∴ôο
≅û∴ΞÚχÏλ ùΜôϕΘ ΚÚιÕΚρ+
úΘûΞΚ ρ ùΚôηΟΞνΚρ Α Ξν−
≅Θ∴ôο ≅ΞνΚ↓τ ÁÕ ΘôχΚιûΘ
ΓσΣÓιÕλ Ø⁄ÜΚ↓τ ÁÕ ΘδΚ↓τ
↑ Ú κ × +  ù Ξ ß κ × Κ û Ζ  Μ Τ Τ ô Κ
á ß Ξ Θ σ Ï  ≅ Ξ ν Κ ρ  Θ Ï ƒ
ùΣσ[ΞνΚΖôΚ ΒÚκΣν−

Ρλ Ρôγ⁄ο 07 ΞΥÕ+ ≅ΘσÏ úΤο
∆ρΖΞνΚρ ≅û∴ΞÚλ ϑγÓ úΣôΟ
Θ Ï ƒ  ù Σ σ [ Ξ ν Κ ρ +  Ι π ù Ξ ô Ú
Ï⁄ΤΚàχÏλ Μôƒ+ ΤΘλ+ Σô←∴λ
úΞßΣôÓ Βτ° ϑγÓ↔ûΤ ∆ρΖÕ−
Ïσ[Ξô↓Κρ+ Τ∴♣ûΩ Ïτ°ΥΞνΚρ
≅ΞνΚÞχÏ ΙÚ ′Ω ΜϕΘνκΣδΚ↓ο

Σ φ Μ ô Υ ι Õ Κ ρ
úΣôΩúΞ Ρôλ
Σ ô ς ô Þ Τ τ [ λ
Τσßλ ΜγΟ
Ττ[δΚ↓ο Ρô↔
Μχƒ ΞϕΘτ
≅♦Υôτ+ 1/12 τ
Σ⁄ 1/3 ΣδÏ
Β Ο δ Κ ρ
ù Σ η Κ Þ χ Ï
ΙÕχΚκΣγ⁄Úχ€[Õ−
∋ΤΚ↓ν ΒΟ ΙÕχ•Ó
ΜγΟλ 1/12(
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TOTAL CONSTITUENCIES 543

GENERAL 412

RESERVED (SC) 84

RESERVED (ST) 47

LOK SABHA CONSTITUENCIES

STATES CONSTITUENCIES

Andhra Pradesh 25
Arunachal Pradesh 2
Assam 14
Bihar 40
Chhattisgarh 11
Goa 2
Gujarat 26
Haryana 10
Himachal Pradesh 4
Jharkhand 14
Karnataka 28
Kerala 20
Madhya Pradesh 29
Maharashtra 48
Manipur 2
Meghalaya 2
Mizoram 1
Nagaland 1
Odisha 21
Punjab 13
Rajasthan 25
Sikkim 1
Tamil Nadu 39

Telangana 17
Tripura 2
Uttar Pradesh 80
Uttarakhand 5
West Bengal 42

UNION TERRITORIES

Andaman & Nicobar
Islands 1
Chandigarh 1
Dadra & Nagar Haveli 1
Daman & Diu 1
Delhi 7
Jammu and Kashmir 5
Ladakh 1
Lakshadweep 1
Puducherry 1

See the map above and answer the following questions.
 What is the number of Lok Sabha constituencies in your state and the

neighbouring two states?
 Which states have more than 30 Lok Sabha constituencies?
 Why do some states have such a large number of constituencies?
 Why are some constituencies small in area while others are very big?
 Are the constituencies reserved for the SCs and STs evenly spread all

over the entire country or are there more in some areas?
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ùΤôιΘ ùΘôÏƒΚρ    434

ùΣôÕ                   412

ΘôθιΘκΣγúΟôν SC           84

ΣΨδÏ⁄♠∴ν ST             47

Αδ€úΩô ΒϕƒΥν        1

Β
ϕ

ƒ
Υ

 ú
Θ

νΘ
ο

 Α
û

Π
Υ

λ

Τô♣ΩδΚρ,ùΘôÏƒΚρ
Αϕƒς♦ςúΘΜλ 2 5
≅ÚΠôΜΩ♦ςúΘΜλ 2
≅Μôλ 1 4
ÀΚôν 4 0
Μι¾υΚν 1 1
úΚôΞô 2
Ï⊥ςôι 2 6
↔Υô∴ô 1 0
ΒΤôεΜΩ♦ςúΘΜλ 4
⊥ôνΚηγ 1 4
ΚνΡôΟΚô 2 8
úΚςΖô 2 0
ΤιƒΥ♦ςúΘΜλ 2 9
ΤΚôςôω⁄ςô 4 8
Τ∞κéν 2
úΤΚôΩΥô 2
♥úΜôςλ 1
ΡôΚôΩôϕÕ 1
Ι⁄Μô 2 1
ΣφΜôκ 1 3
ςô⊥υΘôτ 2 5
′χ€λ 1
Θ♥θΡôÓ 3 9
ùΘΩδΚô∴ô 1 7
ƒ↔×ςô 2
∆ιƒς♦ςúΘΜλ 8 0
∆ιƒςΚôηγ 5
úΤσÏΞδΚôΖλ 4 2

ΒϕƒΥ ΞûςκΣΟιûΘκ ΣôνιÕ •ÝρΖ ↑∴ôχΚÞχÏ ↑ûΟ ΦÝÕΚ
< ∆δΚρ Τô♣Ωιƒο Τσßλ ∆δΚρ ≅ηûΟ Τô♣ΩδΚ↓ο

Βςη⁄ο ∆ρΖ úΩôχ ΜûΣ ùΘôÏƒΚ↓τ Φη∞χûΚ ΦιΘû∴>
<ΦϕΘ Τô♣ΩδΚρ 2/Η ↑Ο ≅ƒΚ úΩôχΜûΣ ùΘôÏƒΚûΖ

ùΣσßρΖÕ>
<′Ω Τô♣ΩδΚ↓ο úΩôχ ΜûΣ ùΘôÏƒΚρ ≅ƒΚΤôΚ ∆ρΖ∴

Γτ>
<′Ω ùΘôÏƒΚ↓τ ΣςκΣΖÜ ≅ƒΚΤôΚ ∆ρΖÕ Γτ> ΙÚ ′Ω

Γτ ′[ΥûΞΥôΚ ∆ρΖÕ>
<SC, ST ΚÞχÏ ΙÕχΚκΣγΟ ùΘôÏƒΚρ ΡôÓØÝΞÕλ ∆ρΖΘô

ΒοûΩ ΙÚ ΣÏƒ♠ο ≅ƒΚΤôΚ ∆ρΖΘô>

úΩôχΜûΣ ùΘôÏƒΚρ

ë±Υτ ♦ςúΘΜδΚρ
≅ϕΘΤôτ ♣úΚôΣôν
¾ÜΚρ                     1
Μη⁄Κν 1
Θôιςô+ΡΚν ûúΞ←   1
ΟôΤτ+ Οë        1
⁄ο← 7
⊥λØ Ê ΚôωÁν 5
ΩΟôχ 1
ΩγΜ¾ÜΚρ 1
×ÕεúΜ↔ 1
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be denied the right to vote, but only
in rare situations. It is the
responsibility of the government to
get the names of all the eligible
voters put on the voters’ list. As new
persons attain voting age names are
added to the voters’ list. Names of
those who move out of a place or
those who are dead are deleted. A
complete revision of the list takes
place every five years. This is done
to ensure that it remains up to date.
In the last few years a new system
of Election Photo Identity Card
[EPIC] has been introduced. The
government has tried to give this
card to every person on the voters
list. The voters are required to carry
this card when they go out to vote,
so that no one can vote for someone
else. But the card is not yet
compulsory for voting. For voting,
the voters can show many other
proofs of identity like the ration card
or the driving licence.

Nomination of candidatesNomination of candidatesNomination of candidatesNomination of candidatesNomination of candidates
We noted above that in a democratic
election people should have a real
choice. This happens only when
there are almost no restrictions on
anyone to contest an election. This
is what our system provides. Any-
one who can be a voter can also be-
come a candidate in elections. The
only difference is that in order to be
a candidate the minimum age is 25
years, while it is only 18 years for
being a voter. There are some other
restrictions on criminals etc. but
these apply in very extreme cases.
Political parties nominate their
candidates who get the party sym-
bol and support. Party’s nomination
is often called party ‘ticket’.

Every person who wishes to
contest an election has to fill a
‘nomination form’ and give some
money as ‘security deposit’.

Recently, a new system of
declaration has been introduced on
direction from the Supreme Court.
Every candidate has to make a legal
declaration, giving full details of :
Serious criminal cases pending

against the candidate;
Details of the assets and liabilities

of the candidate and his or her
family; and

Educational qualifications of the
candidate.
This information has to be made

public. This provides an opportunity
to the voters to make their decision
on the basis of the information
provided by the candidates.

Why are the
candidates
required to give a
detailed statement
of their property?

Educational qualifications for
candidates

Why is there no educational qualification for holding
such an important position when some kind of
educational qualification is needed for any other
job in the country?
 Educational qualifications are not relevant to all

kinds of jobs. The relevant qualification for
selection to the Indian cricket team, for example,
is not the attainment of educational degrees but
the ability to play cricket well. Similarly the
relevant qualification for being an MLA or an
MP is the ability to understand people’s
concerns, problems and to represent their
interests. Whether they can do so or not is
examined by lakhs of examiners — their voters
— after every five years.

 Even if education was relevant, it should be left
to the people to decide how much importance
they give to educational qualifications.

 In our country putting an educational qualification
would go against the spirit of democracy for yet
another reason. It would mean depriving a
majority of the country’s citizens the right to
contest elections. If, for example, a graduate
degree like B.A., B.Com or B.Sc was made
compulsory for candidates, more than 90 per
cent of the citizens will become ineligible to
contest elections.
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ΙÚ ′Ω ΜΤΥδΚ↓ο ΤγÓúΤ ϑγÓ↔ûΤûΥ
ΤßχΚΩôλ− ΘÏƒΥ ∆ûΟΥ ΦοΩô
ΞôχΚôΖνΚÞλ ΞôχΚôΖν Σγ⁄Υ←ο
ΒÚχÏλΣ⁄ ùΜµΞÕ ≅ςΜôδΚιƒτ ΚΟûΤ
ΑÏλ− ×ƒΘôΚ 07 ΞΥÕ ≅ûΟϕΘΞνΚρ
≅û∴ΞûςÙλ ΞôχΚôΖν Σγ⁄Υ←ο
ú Μ ν χ Κú Ξ ηÓ λ −  ú Ξ ß  Β Ο ιƒ σ Ï
ùΜτ[ΞνΚûΖ+ Β[ϕΘΞνΚûΖ ¿χ€↑Ο
úΞηÓλ− ΙπùΞôÚ ΗϕΘô ηÓχÏ
ΙÚØû[ ØÝΞÕΤôΚ ¿χÏΘο+ úΜνιΘο
êΩλ ×Õ ΞôχΚôΖν Σγ⁄Υο ∆ρΖ
ΞηΠλ ΣôνιÕ ùΚôρΖúΞηÓλ−
(Election Photo Identity Card (EPIC)
≅ û Ο Υ ô Ζ  ≅ γ ûΟ  ≅ °Ø Κ λ
ùΜµΥκΣγÓρΖÕ− ΞôχΚôΖν Σγ⁄Υ←ο
ùΣΥν ∆ρΖ ≅û∴ΞÚχÏλ ΒϕΘ
≅γûΟûΥ  ΞΨδΚ  ≅ςÑ  ØΥσ′ιÕ
ΞÚ €[Õ− ΞôχΚ↓χΚ úΣôÏλúΣôÕ
ΞôχΚôΖν ΒϕΘ ≅γûΟûΥ ΦÓιÕ ùΜοΩ
úΞηÓλ− ≅Θτ êΩλ ΙÚΞÚûΟΥ
ϑγûΟ Τσù[ôÚΞν úΣôΟ Ø⁄ΥôÕ−
Α∴ôο ϑγÓκúΣôΟ ∋≅( ΞôχΚ↓χΚ úς_τ
ΚôνγÓ+ ϑΟÓ∴ν ∆↔Τλ+ ≅ú ΘôÓ
≅ûΟΥôΖιûΘ ΚôγÓλ ΒΘς Μôτ°ΘθΚρ
ΚôγΟΩôλ−
úΞγΣôΖνΚûΖ úΘνϕùΘÓιΘο9
   ΤχΚΖôγ′ úΘνΘοΚ↓ο ΤχΚÞχÏ
∆ηûΤΥôΚ úΘνϕùΘÓιÕχ ùΚôρÞλ
Ξôµκ× ∆ρΖÕ Φτàλ ↑_ΥιûΘ
úΤú Ω ∆ρΖ ¾ν Τô∴δΚρ êΩλ
ùΘ↔ϕÕ ùΚôηúΟôλ− úΘνΘοΚ↓ο
ú Σ ô γ ⁄ ♠ Ó Ξ Θ σ Ï  Υ ô Ú χ Ï λ  Φ ϕ Θ
ΑγúΜΣû∴Ùλ ΒοûΩ Φτ[ úΣôÕ ΒÕ
ΜôιƒΥΤôÏλ− ΡλØûΟΥ ≅ûΤκ× ΡΤχÏ
ΒπΞôµκûΣ ≅↓ιÕρΖÕ− ΦΞùςôÚΞν
ΞôχΚôΖν Α€[ôúςô ≅Ξν úΘνΘ←ο
ú Ξ γΣ ô Ζ ς ô Κ Ω ô λ  ú Ξ ß Σ ô Ó
Φ τ ∴ù Ξ τ [ ô ο  ú Ξγ Σ ô Ζς ô Κ
úΞηÓΤô∴ôο Ïû[ϕΘΣγΜ ΞΥÕ 14
ΞΥÕ ♣ςλ♦ΥΞνΚΖôΚ ΒÚχΚ úΞηÓλ−
ΞôχΚôΖν ΑΚ úΞηÓλ Φτ[ôο 07
ΞΥÕ ♣ςλ♦ ΒÚϕΘôο úΣôÕΤô∴Õ−
Ï σ [ Ξ ô ↓ Κ ρ  ÁÕ  Ι Ú  ′ Ω  ΒΘ ς
ΚγÓΣôÓΚρ ΒÚχÏλ− Α∴ôο ′Ω ≅ƒ
¾↑ςΤô∴  Ïσ[δΚ↓ο  ΤγÓúΤ  ΒûΞ
ùΣôÚϕÕλ− ≅ς′Υο Κγ′Κρ ΘδΚρ Κγ′
Α Θ ς Ü +  ú Θ ν Θ ο  ′ τ ∴ λ  ù Σ Ú λ
úΞγΣôΖνΚûΖ úΣôγ⁄♠ο ♣ßιÕΞν−
Βπ↑ΘΤôΚ Κγ′ Θςκ♦ο ♣ΥΤ∴λ ùΣÚλ
úΞγΣôΖνΚûΖ úΣôγ⁄♠ο ♣ßιÕΞν−
Βπ↑ΘΤôΚ Κγ′ Θςκ♦ο ♣ΥΤ∴λ
ùΣÚΞûΘ Κγ′ ≠γÓ (Party Ticket) ΦτΣν−

úΘνΘ←ο  úΣôγ⁄♠Ο  úΞηÓλ  Φτß
♣û∴χÏλ ΙπùΞôÚΞÚλ ↑ηΠκΣ
ΤàûΞ Κη⁄κΣôΚ ♣ςκ♦ ′°Õ

úΞγΣôΖνΚρ
ΘδΚρ ùΜôιÕ
Σσ°Υ ↑↔Ξô∴
≅°χûΚûΥ Γτ
≅↓χΚ úΞηÓλ>

ΣΠιûΘ !!ΣôÕΚôκ× ⁄Σô′γ&& ΑΚ ùΜÛιΘ
ú Ξ η Ó λ −  ∆ ε Μ  ¿ ƒ Τ τ [ ι ƒ τ
ΑûΠκΣ⁄ ΜγΟκ♦ςΚΟ∴λ Φτàλ ×ƒΥ
Øû[ ≅ØÛχÏ ΞϕΘÕ− ΙπùΞô:Ú
úΞγΣôΖÚλ •úΨ ∆ρΖ ØÝ ↑ΞςδΚρ
á⁄Υ ≅°χûΚûΥ ΣιƒςΤôΚ ΞΨδΚ
úΞηÓλ−
< úΞγΣôΖν ÁÕ ♣ÛûΞ♠ÛρΖ
¾↑ςΤô∴ €↔♥∴ο ΞΨχÏΚ↓τ ↑Ξςλ
< úΞγΣôΖνΚρ Τσßλ ≅ΞνΚ↓τ
ùΜôιÕ+ ΚΟτ ΜλΣϕΘκΣγΟ ↑ΞςδΚρ−
< ΒϕΘ ↑ΞςδΚûΖ Κη⁄κΣôΚ
≅û∴ΞÚχÏλ ùΘ↔ΥκΣÓιΘ úΞηÓλ−
ú Ξ γ Σ ô Ζν  ≅ ↓ χ Ï λ  Β ϕ Θ
ΑΘôςδΚÞΟτ ΞôχΚôΖν ≅Ξûς Ï°ιÕ
ΙÚ ♣νΠΥιƒσÏ Ξς ΙÚ ΞôµκûΣ
≅↓χΚκΣγΟÕ−
úΞγΣôΖνΚ↓τ Κο↑ ΘÏƒΚρ

Ρ ô γ ⁄ ο  Γ ú Θ à λ  Ι Ú  ú Ξ û Ω
ùΜµΞΘσÏ Κο↑ ΘÏƒ ΒÚχΚ úΞηÓλ
Φτ[ úΣôÕ Øχ€ΥΤô∴ ΣΘ↑Κρ
Ξ€ιÕΞÚΣΞνΚÞχÏ Κο↑ι ΘÏƒ Γτ
úΘûΞ♠οûΩ>

ΦοΩô ΞûΚΥô∴ úΞûΩΚÞχÏλ
Κο↑ ΘÏƒ úΘûΞ♠οûΩ− Φ−Ó9 ΒϕƒΥ
€↔ùΚγ ≅∞♠ο úΘνΞôΚ Κο↑ ΘÏƒ
ΒÚϕΘôο ΤγÓλ úΣôΘôÕ− €↔χùΚγ ΑÓλ
ƒ[τ ΒÚϕΘôο úΣôÕλ− ΜγΟΤτ[
∆ ß κ ♦ ∴ ν +  Σ ô ς ô Þ Τ τ [
∆ßκ♦∴νΚÞχÏ ΤχΚ↓τ ♦ςεΜû∴Κρ+
úΘûΞΚρ ×↔ϕÕ ùΚôηÓ ≅ΞνΚÞχÏ
♦ςƒ♣ƒιÕΞλ Ξ€κΣÕ ≅ΞνΚ↓τ ΘÏƒ
ΑÏλ− ≅ΞνΚρ ≅πΞôß ùΜµ€[ôνΚΖô+
ΒοûΩΥô Φτàλ ↑_ΥιûΘ ΩγΜχ
ΚΠχΚôú∴ôν ΙπùΞôÚ ΗϕΘôηÓχÏ
ΙÚ Øû[ ♣νΞ€κΣν−
< Ι Ú  ú Ξ û Ω  Κ ο ↑ ι  Θ Ï ƒ
≅Ξ′Υλ  Φτ[ôο  Κο↑χÏ  ΦπΞΖÜ
Ø χ € Υ ι Õ Ξ λ  ≅ ↓ κ Σ Õ  Ï ° ι Õ
ΤχΚÞχúΚ ↑γÓ ↑ΟúΞηÓλ−

< Ρλ Ρôγ⁄ο Κο↑ι ΘÏƒ ûΞκΣÕ
ΤχΚΖôγ′ úΚôγΣôγ⁄σÏ Φƒςô∴Õ−
≅úΘôÓ Τσù[ôÚ ΚôςΠØλ ∆ρΖÕ−
≅Õ ≅ƒΚ ≅Ζ↑ο Ï⁄ΤχΚÞχÏ
úΘνΘοΚ↓ο úΣôγ⁄♠Ο ∆↔ûΤ ΒοΩôΤο
ùΜµÕ↑Óλ− Φ−Ó 9 B.A., B.Com, B.Sc.,
úΣôτ[ ΣγΟκΣ⁄κ× úΞγΣôΖνΚÞχÏ
Κ γ Ο ô Υ λ  Φ τ[ ô ο  8 /  ú Σ Ú χ Ï λ
≅ƒΚΤôú∴ôν ΘÏƒΥσ[ΞνΚρ ΑΞôνΚρ−
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♥úΜôςλ
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Election CampaignElection CampaignElection CampaignElection CampaignElection Campaign
The main purpose of election is to
give people a chance to choose the
representatives, the government and
the policies they prefer. Therefore it
is necessary to have a free and open
discussion about who is a better
representative, which party will
make a better government or what is
a good policy. This is what happens
during election campaigns.

In our country such campaigns
take place for a two-week period
between the announcement of the
final list of candidates and the date
of polling. During this period the
candidates contact their voters,
political leaders address election
meetings and political parties
mobilise their supporters. This is
also the period when newspapers
and television news are full of
election related stories and
debates. But election campaign is
not limited to these two weeks only.
Political parties start preparing for
elections months before they
actually take place.

A C T I V I T Y

How was the election campaign in your
constituency in the last Lok Sabha elections?
Prepare a list of what the candidates and parties
said and did.

In election campaigns, political
parties try to focus public attention
on some big issues. They want to
attract the public to that issue and
get them to vote for their party on that
basis. Let us look at some of the
successful slogans given by different
political parties in various elections.
 The Congress party led by Indira

Gandhi gave the slogan of Garibi
Hatao (Remove poverty) in the Lok
Sabha elections of 1971. The party
promised to reorient all the
policies of the government to
remove poverty from the country.

Save Democracy was the slogan
given by Janata Party under the
leadership of Jayaprakash Narayan,
in the Lok Sabha election held in
1977. The party promised to undo
the excesses committed during
Emergency and restore civil
liberties.

 The Left Front used the slogan of
Land to the Tiller in the West
Bengal Assembly elections held in
1977.

 ‘Protect the Self-Respect of the
Telugus’ was the slogan used by N.
T. Rama Rao, the leader of the
Telugu Desam Party in Andhra
Pradesh Assembly elections in
1983.
In a democracy it is best to leave

political parties and candidates free
to conduct their election campaigns
the way they want to. But it is
sometimes necessary to regulate

Match the following features of our electoral system with the principles they reflect.
Principles Features of election system

Each constituency has roughly the same population

Everyone who is 18 years of age or older has a right to vote

Anyone can form a party or contest elections

Reservation of seats for the SCs and the STs

Universal adult franchise

Representation of
weaker sections

Open political competition

One vote one value

CHECK
YOUR
PROGRESS
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úΘνΘο ♦ςΜôςιƒο ≅ς′Υο Κγ′Κρ
ùΣÚλ ♦ςεΜû∴ΚûΖ ØτûΞχΚ
ØΥσ′χÏλ− ΤχΚρ ≅ϕΘ ♦ςεΜû∴
Σχ Κλ ΚΞÚλ ↑Θλ ùΜµÕ Θτ
Κγ′χÏ ϑγÓúΣôÓλ Σ⁄ ΤχΚûΖ
úΚôÚλ− úΘνΘ←τ úΣôÕΣΩ ≅ς′Υο
Κγ′Κρ Øτ ûΞιΘ ØΨχΚδΚρ
Ï°ιÕ ΣôνκúΣôλ−
<Β ϕ ƒ ς ô  Κ ô ϕ ƒ  Θ û Ω û Τ ♠ ο

Κôδ€ςυ Κγ′ 0860 úΩôχ ΜûΣ
úΘνΘ←ο !!ΚÃÀ ≅ΟôúΞô&& ∋ΓθûΤûΥ
Ι→κúΣôλ( Φτàλ ØΨχΚιûΘ
ù Ξ ↓ ♠ γ Ο Õ −  Ρ ô γ ⁄ ← Ú ϕ Õ
Γ θ û Τ û Υ  Ι → χ Κ  ≅ ς Ñ
ù Κ ô ρ û Κ ♠ ο  Τ ß  ≠ ς û Τ χ Κ
úΣôΞΘôΚ á°ΥÕ− !!ΤχΚΖγ′ûΥ
ΚôκΣôσßúΞôλ&& Φτß 0866 Αλ
ΑηÓ úΩôχ ΜûΣ úΘνΘ←ο ù⊥Υ
♦ςΚôω ΡôςôΥΠτ ΘûΩûΤ♠ο
⊥∴Θô Κγ′ á°ΥÕ− ≅ΞΜςΚôΩ
Κ γ Ο ι ƒ ο  ♦ [ κ ♦ ι Θ  ↑ Σ Ã Θ
Τôσ[δΚûΖ ςιÕ ùΜµ€ú[ôλ
Φ τ ß λ +  ′ ↑ ο  ∆ ↔ û Τ Κ û Ζ
ΚôκúΣôλ Φτß ΞôχÏßƒ ≅↓ιΘÕ−

<0866 Αλ ΑηÓ ΡΟϕΘ úΤσÏ
Ξ δ Κ  Μ γ Ο Τ τ [  ú Θ ν Θ ← ο
Κ λ ë ± υ Ó  Κ γ ′  á γ Ο ∞
!!∆ÝΣΞνΚÞχÏ ♣Ωλ ùΜôϕΘλ&&
Φτ[ ØΨχΚιûΘ ΣΥτΣÓιƒΥÕ−

<0872 Αλ ΑηÓ Αϕƒςκ♦ςúΘΜ
ΜγΟΤτ[ úΘνΘ←ο ùΘÛδÏ úΘΜ
ΘûΩΞν N.T.ςôΤôςôπ !!ùΘÛδÏ
úΣÑΣΞνΚ↓τ ΑιΤ ùΚΖςΞιûΘ
ΚôκúΣôλ&& Φτàλ ØΨχΚιûΘ
ΣΥτΣÓιƒ∴ôν−

ΤχΚΖôγ′♠ο ≅ς′Υο Κγ′Κρ−
ú Ξ γ Σ ô Ζ ν Κ ρ  Θ ô δ Κ ρ  ♣ û ∴ ι Θ
Ξ η Π λ  ♦ ς ε Μ ô ς λ  ù Μ µ Ù λ
≅Ξ ′Υιû Θ ≅Ξ νΚÞχ úΚ ↑ γÓ
↑ÓΘο ♥ΚÜλ ΡοΩÕ−

ΚΟϕΘ úΩôχ ΜûΣ úΘνΘ←ο ∆δΚρ
ùΘôÏƒ♠ο úΘνΘο ♦ςΜôςλ ΦκΣ⁄ ΡΟϕΘÕ>
Κγ′Κρ+ úΞγΣôΖνΚρ Φτ∴ ΞôχÏßƒ
≅↓ιΘôνΚρ+ ΦûΘ ùΜµΘôνΚρ ΙÚ
≅γΟΞûΠ ΘΥôν ùΜµ−

úΘνΘο ♦ςΜôςλ 9
   ΤχΚÞχÏ ΘδΚρ ♦ςƒ♣ƒΚûΖ−
≅ ς Μô δΚ ι û Θ +  Θ ô δΚ ρ  ú Κ ô ↔ Υ
ù Κ ô ρ û Κ Κ û Ζ  ú Θ ν ϕ ù Θ Ó ι Õ
ùΚôρÞλ ≅ΞΚôΜιûΘ ΓσΣÓιÕΞúΘ
úΘνΘοΚ↓τ Øχ€Υ úΡôχΚλ− Φ∴úΞ
Υ ô ν  Ρ ο Ω  ♦ ς ƒ ♣ ƒ  Φ τ à λ
↑_ΥιƒÛλ+ ΦϕΘ Κγ′ ΡοΩ ≅ςûΜ
ΓσΣôÓ ùΜµÙλ Φτàλ ↑_Υιƒο
ÑΘϕƒςΤô∴ Τσßλ ùΞ↓κΣûΟΥô∴
Κ Ω ϕ Θ ô µ Ü  ≅ Ξ ′ Υ λ −  ú Θ ν Θ ο
♦ςΜôςιƒτ úΣôÕ ΒÕ ΡûΟùΣß€[Õ−

ú Θ ν Θ ← ο  ú Σ ô γ ⁄ ♠ Ó λ
úΞγΣôΖνΚ↓τ Σγ⁄Υο ùΞ↓♠ΟκΣγΟ
úΘƒ♠←ÚϕÕ úΘνΘο ΡûΟùΣßλ
ú Θ ƒχ Ï  Β û Οκ Σ γ Ο  Β ς η Ó Ξô ς
ΚôΩιƒο úΘνΘο ♦ςεΜôςλ ΡûΟùΣßλ−
Β χ Κ ô Ω  Κ γΟι ƒο  ú Ξ γ Σ ô Ζν Κ ρ
ΞôχΚôΖνΚûΖ ΜϕƒιΘο+ ≅ς′Υο
ΘûΩΞνΚρ úΘνΘο ΜûΣΚ↓ο úΣÑΘο
≅ς′Υο Κγ′Κρ Θλ ΑΘςΞôΖνΚûΖ
ƒςγÓΘο úΣôτ[ûΞ ΡûΟùΣßλ−
ùΜµƒιΘôρΚρ+ ùΘôûΩΚôγ′Κ↓ο
ΞÚλ ùΜµƒΚρ ≅û∴ιÕλ ≅ς′Υο
ΜλΣϕΘκΣγΟûΞΥôΚ ΒÚχÏλ− Α∴ôο
ú Θ ν Θ ο  ♦ ς Μô ς λ  ≅ ϕ Θ  Β ς η Ó
ΞôςδΚ↓ο  ΤγÓúΤ ΒÚχΚôÕ−
∆ηûΤΥôΚ ΣôνιΘôο ≅ς′Υο
Κγ′Κρ úΘνΘο ΡΟχΚ ΒÚχÏλ ′Ω
ΤôΘδΚÞχÏ ØτúΣ ΘΥôν ♣ûΩ♠ο
ΒÚχÏλ−

ΙπùΞôÚ ùΘôÏƒ♠ο Γ[χÏû[Υ ΜΤΤô∴ ΤχΚρ
ùΘôûΚ ΒÚχΚ úΞηÓλ−
07 ΞΥÕ ≅ΘσÏ úΤο ∆ρΖ ≅û∴ΞÚχÏλ
ϑγÓ↔ûΤ ΞΨδÏΘο
Υôν úΞηÓΤô∴ôÛλ Κγ′ ùΘôΟδΚΩôλ ∋≅( úΘνΘ←ο
úΣôγ⁄♠ΟΩôλ−

SC, ST χΚÞχÏ ΒΟ ΙÕχ•Ó ΞΨδÏΘο

ùΞ↓κΣûΟΥô∴ ≅ς′Υο
úΣôγ⁄

ΙÚ ϑγÓχÏ ΙÚ
Τƒκ×

úΘνΘο Øû[χÏ ΜλΣϕΘκΣγΟ Øχ€ΥΤô∴ ≅λΜδΚûΖ ùΞ↓ΣÓιÕλ ↑ΘΤôΚ •θ
∆ρΖΞσû[ ùΣôÚιÕΚ−

úΘνΘο Øû[♠τ Ση×Κρ

ΞΥÕ ΞϕúΘôν ϑγÓ↔ûΤ

ùΜΥοΣôÓ

ùΚôρûΚΚρ

∆δΚÞûΟΥ
Øτú∴σ[ιûΘ

úΜôƒιÕ
ùΚôρÞδΚρ
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campaigns to ensure that every
political party and candidate gets a
fair and equal chance to compete.
According to our election law, no
party or candidate can:
Bribe or threaten voters;
Appeal to them in the name of

caste or religion;
Use government resources for

election campaign; and
Spend more than ` 25 lakh in a

constituency for a Lok Sabha election
or  ̀10 lakh in a constituency in an
Assembly election.
If they do so, their election can be

rejected by the court even after they
have been declared elected. In
addition to the laws, all the political
parties in our country have agreed
to a Model Code of Conduct for
election campaigns. According to
this, no party or candidate can:
Use any place of worship for

election propaganda;

Use government vehicles, aircrafts
and officials for elections; and

Once elections are announced,
Ministers shall not lay foundation
stones of any projects, take any big
policy decisions or make any
promises of providing public facilities.

PPPPPo l l i n g  a n d  co l l i n g  a n d  co l l i n g  a n d  co l l i n g  a n d  co l l i n g  a n d  co u no u no u no u no u nt i n g  o ft i n g  o ft i n g  o ft i n g  o ft i n g  o f
votesvotesvotesvotesvotes
The final stage of an election is the
day when the voters cast or ‘poll’
their vote. That day is usually called
the election day. Every person
whose name is on the voters’ list can
go to a nearby ‘polling booth’,
situated usually in a local school
or a government office. Once the
voter goes inside the booth, the
election officials identify her, put a
mark on her finger and allow her to
cast her vote. An agent of each
candidate is allowed to sit inside
the polling booth and ensure that
the voting takes place in a fair way.

Are the elections too expensive
for our country?

A large amount of money is spent in conducting
elections in India. For instance, the government
spent about ̀ 3,500 crores in conducting Lok Sabha
elections in 2014. That works out to about ̀ 40 per
person on the voters’ list. The amount spent by
parties and candidates was more than what the
government spent. Roughly speaking, the
expenditure made by government, parties and
candidates was around `30,000 crores or `500
per voter.

Some people say that elections are a burden on
our people, that our poor country cannot afford to
hold elections once every five years. Let us
compare this expenditure with some other figures:
 In 2005, our government decided to buy six

nuclear submarines from France. Each subma-
rine cost about ̀ 3,000 crores.

 Delhi hosted the Commonwealth Games in
2010. The estimate for its cost is around
`20,000 crores.

Are the elections too expensive? You decide.
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Α∴ ôο  ΙπùΞôÚ  ≅ς′Υο  Κγ′
úΞγΣôΖν úΣôγ⁄♠Ο ÑΘϕƒςλ+ ΜΤΤô∴
Ξôµκ× ùΣ[ ΙÚ ′Ω ΜΤΥλ ♦ςΜôςιûΘ
ΚγÓκΣÓιÕΞÕ ≅Ξ′Υλ− Ρλ ≅ς′Υο
≅ûΤκ× ΜγΟΣ⁄ ΦϕΘ ΙÚ ≅ς′Υο Κγ′
Α∴ôÛλ+ úΞγΣôΖν Α∴ôÛλ ΒΞσû[
♦τΣσ[ úΞηÓλ−

< ΞôχΚôΖνΚÞχÏ ΩφΜλ ΞΨδÏΘο−
≅ΞνΚûΖ ΣΥØßιÕΘο áΟôÕ−

< ⊥ôƒ+ ΤΘλ ùΣΥ↔ο ϑγÓ úΣôÓλΣ⁄ úΚγΚ
áΟôÕ−

< úΘνΘο ♦ςΜôςιƒσÏ ≅ςÑ ∆ûΟûΤΚûΖ+
≅ÛΞΩΚδΚûΖ ΣΥτΣÓιΘ áΟôÕ−

< úΩôχΜûΣ úΘνΘοΚ↓ο ΙÚ ùΘôÏƒχÏ
ì − 1 4  Ω γ Μ ι ƒ σ Ï  ú Τ ο  ù Μ Ω Ü
ùΜµΥχáΟôÕ− ∋≅( ΜγΟΤτ[ úΘνΘ←ο
0/ ΩγΜιƒσÏ úΤο ùΜΩÜ ùΜµΥχáΟôÕ−

< ≅ΘσÏ úΤο ùΜΩÜ ùΜµΘôο ≅Ξν
ù⊥♠ιΘ ♦[Ï áΟ ≅ΞνΚ↓τ úΘνûΞ
ςιÕ ùΜµΥΩôλ− ΒϕΘ ΜγΟδΚÞχÏ
ÕûΠΥôΚ úΘνΘο ♦ςεΜ ôςιƒσÏ
ΜλΣϕΘκΣγΟ úΘνΘο ↑ƒΚûΖ ΡλØûΟΥ
≅ς′Υο Κγ′Κρ ≅δ•Κ↔ιΘ∴+ ≅ΘτΣ⁄
ΦϕΘ Κγ′Ùλ ∋≅( úΞγΣôΖν áΟ :

< úΘνΘο ♦ςΜôςιƒσÏ ΦϕΘ ΤΘιƒàûΟΥ
ù Θ ô Ý û Κ  ΡΟ ι Õ λ  Β Ο ι û Θ
ΣΥτΣÓιΘχáΟôÕ−

< úΘνΘο ♦ςΜôςιƒο ≅ςÑ ΞôΚ∴δΚρ
′τ∴δΚρ+ ≅ƒΚô↔ΚûΖ ΣΥτΣÓιΘ

áΟôÕ−

< úΘνΘο ≅°χûΚ ùΞ↓♠γΟ ♦[Ï
≅ûΤεΜνΚρ ƒγΟδΚÞχÏ ≅⁄χΚο
ΡôγΟχáΟôÕ− ùΣ↔Υ ùΚôρûΚ Ø⁄ÜΚρ
ΦÓχΚχáΟôÕ− ΤχΚÞχÏ ΞôχÏßƒ
≅↓χΚχ áΟôÕ−

ΞôχÏ ΣƒÜ+ ϑγÓΚρ ΦηÔΘο
9   úΘνΘ←ο ΚûΟ′ ΚγΟλ ΞôχΚôΖνΚρ
ϑγÓ úΣôÓλ Ρôρ+ ùΣôÕΞôΚ ΒûΘ úΘνΘο
Ρôρ ΦτΣν− ΞôχΚôΖν Σγ⁄Υ←ο ùΣΥν
ΒÚχÏλ ΙπùΞôÚΞÚλ ΜôΘôςΠΤôΚ
ΞôχΚ↓χΚ ΓσΣôÓ ùΜµΘ Σρ↓Κ↓úΩô ∋≅(
≅ςÑ ≅ÛΞΩΚδΚ↓úΩô ùΜτß ϑγÓ
úΣôΟΩôλ− ΙÚ Øû[ ΞôχΚôΖν ΞôχÏε
ΜôΞ⁄χÏ ùΜτ[ ♦[Ï úΘνΘο ≅ƒΚô↔Κρ
≅Ξν+ ≅Ξρ ≅ûΟΥôΖλ ΚηÓ ≅Ξν+
≅Ξρ ΑγΚôγ⁄ ↑ςÛχÏ ûΤ♠γÓ ϑγÓúΣôΟ
≅àΤƒκΣν− ΙπùΞôÚ ΞôχÏε ΜôΞ⁄♠Ûλ
úΘνΘο  ♣ΥôΥΤôΚ  ΡΟχÏλ  ΞηΠλ
ΙπùΞôÚ ≅ς′Υο Κγ′ Μôν♦ο Γù⊥τγΚρ

ΒÚκΣν−
úΘνΘο ΡΟιΘ Ρλ Ρôγ⁄σÏ ≅ƒΚ

ùΜΩΞô€[Θô>
úΘνΘο ΡΟιΘ ΒϕƒΥô↑ο ≅ƒΚ ≅Ζ↑ο

ùΜΩÜ ùΜµ€τ[∴ν− Φ−Ó9 1/03 úΩôχ ΜûΣ
úΘνΘÛχÏ 24// úΚô⁄ ìΣôµ ≅ςÑ ùΜΩÜ
ùΜµΘÕ− ΞôχΚôΖν Σγ⁄Υ←ο ∆ρΖ
ΙπùΞôÚ ΞÚχÏλ ÑΤôν 3/ ìΣôµ úΤο
ùΜΩÜ ùΜµΘΘôΚ ΤƒκÀÓ ùΜµΥκΣγΟ
≅ς′Υο Κγ′Κρ ùΜµΘ ùΜΩÜ úΞγΣôΖνΚρ
ùΜµΘ ùΜΩÜ ≅ςÑ ùΜµΘ ùΜΩûΞ ↑Ο
≅ƒΚΤô∴Õ−  ≅ςÑ+  ≅ς′Υο  Κγ′Κρ+
ΞôχΚôΖν ùΜµΘ ùΜΩÜ ùΤôιΘλ 2/+///
úΚô⁄+ Φτ[ôο ΙπùΞôÚ ΞôχΚôΖν ÁΘô∴
ùΜΩÜ ì−4// ΑΚ ∆ρΖÕ− úΘνΘοΚρ
ΤχΚÞχÏ ΙÚ ÑûΤ Φτß ΙÚ ′Ων ΚÚιÕ
ùΘ↔↑χ€τ[∴ν− Γτ Φτ[ôο ΒϕƒΥô
ú Σ ô τ [  Γ û Ψ  Ρ ô γ ⁄ ο  Ι π ù Ξ ô Ú
ΗϕΘôηÓχÏ úΘνΘο ΡΟιÕΞÕ ÑûΤΥôΚ
Β Ú χ Ï λ −  Β ϕ Θ  ù Μ Ω û Ξ  Τ σ [
ùΜΩ↑∴δΚúΖôÓ Ικ♦γÓ ΣôνκúΣôλ−
< ΡΤÕ ≅ςÑ 1//4 Αλ ΑηÓ ♦ςôτυ

Ρôγ⁄←ÚϕÕ 5 ♣ëχ€↓Υν ¿ν êθ€ ΚκΣο
ΞôδΚ ♣νΠ♠ιΘÕ− ΙπùΞôÚ ¿ν êθ€
ΚκΣ←τ ùΜΩÜ 2/// úΚô⁄−

< 1/0/  Αλ  ΑηÓ  ΚôΤτ  ùΞοι
↑ û Ζ Υ ô γ Ó  ú Σ ô γ ⁄ Κ ρ  ⁄ ο ← ♠ ο
ΡûΟùΣσ[Õ− ΒΘτ ΤƒκÀÓ ùΜΩÜ ÑΤôν
1/ Α♠ςλ úΚô⁄− úΘνΘοΚρ ≅ΖÜχÏ
Á°Υ ùΜΩÜΟτ á⁄ΥΘô> ¿δΚρ
♣νΠ♠δΚρ−
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Earlier the voters used to indicate
who they wanted to vote for by putting
a stamp on the ballot paper. A ballot
paper is a sheet of paper on which the
names of the contesting candidates
along with party name and symbols
are listed. Nowadays electronic
voting machines (EVM) are used to
record votes. The machine shows the
names of the candidates and the
party symbols. Independent
candidates too have their own
symbols, allotted by election commission.
All that the voter has to do is to press
the button against the name of the
candidate she wants to give her vote.

Once the polling is over, all the
EVMs are sealed and taken to a

Why are party
agents present in
the polling booth
and the counting
centre?

Election result in Gulbarga
Let us go back to our example of Gulbarga. In 2014, a total of 8 candidates contested elections in that
constituency. The total eligible voters were 17.21 lakhs. Of these 9.98 lakh voters had cast their votes.
The candidate of the Congress party, Mallikarjun Kharge secured about 5.07 lakh votes. This was 50.82
percent of the total votes polled. But since he had secured more votes than anyone else, he was
declared elected a Member of Parliament from Gulbarga Lok Sabha constituency.

Election Result of Gulbarga constituency, GENERAL ELECTION TO LOK SABHA, 2014
CANDIDATE PARTY VOTES POLLED % OF VOTES
D.G. Sagar JD(S) 1.57
Mallikarjun Kharge INC 50.82
Danni Mahadev B. BSP 1.14
Revunaik Belamagi BJP 43.33
B.T. Lalitha Naik AAAP 0.91
S.M. Sharma SUCI 0.50
Shankar Jadhav BHPP 0.29
Ramu IND 0.41
None of the Above NOTA 0.99

CHECK
YOUR
PROGRESS

Identify the fair and the unfair electoral practices among the following:
 A minister flags off a new train in his constituency a week before polling day.
 A candidate promises that she will get a new train for her constituency if she is elected.
 Supporters of a candidate take the voters to a temple and make them take an oath that they

will vote for him.
 The supporters of a candidate distribute blankets in slums in return for a promise for vote.

15690
507193
11428

432460
9074
4943
2877
4085
9888

secure place. A few days later, on a
fixed date, all the EVMs from a
constituency are opened and the
votes secured by each candidate are
counted. The agents of all
candidates are present there to
ensure that the counting is done
properly. The candidate who secures
the highest number of votes from a
constituency is declared elected. In
a general election, usually the
counting of votes in all the
constituencies takes place at the
same time, on the same day.
Television channels, radio and
newspapers report this event. Within
a few hours of counting, all the results
are declared and it becomes clear as
to who will form the next government.

What is the percentage of voters who had actually cast their votes?
 To win an election is it necessary for a person to secure more than half the votes polled?
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ΞôχÏεΜôΞ⁄♠Ûλ+

ΞôχÏ ΦηÔλ

ûΤΥιƒÛλ Κγ′

ØΚΞνΚρ ΒÚκΣÕ

Γτ>

<úΘνΘ←ο ϑγÓ úΣôγΟΞνΚ↓τ ΜΘ↑€Θλ ΦπΞΖÜ>

<úΘνΘ←ο ùΞσ° ùΣ[ ΣƒΞô∴ ϑγÓΚ↓ο 4/% ↑Ο≅ƒΚΤôΚ ϑγÓ ùΣßΞÕ ≅Ξ′Υλ>

ÏοΣνΚô↑ο úΘνΘο Ø⁄ÜΚρ
ΒΘσÏ Øτ× ΦÓιÕΚôγΟôΚ ΦÓιÕχùΚôηΟ ÏοΣνΚôûΞ Σ↔≠←κúΣôλ− 1/03 Αλ

ΑηÓ ΙÚ ùΘôÏƒ♠ο 7 úΣν úΣôγ⁄♠γΟ∴ν− ùΤôιΘ ΞôχΚôΖνΚρ 06−10 ΩγΜλ−
ΒΞσ°ο 8−87 ΩγΜλ úΣν ΘτàûΟΥ ϑγÓ↔ûΤûΥ ΣΥτΣÓιƒ∴ν− Κôδ€ςυ Κγ′
úΞγΣôΖν Το←Κôν⊥ø∴ ΚôνúΚ 4−/6 ΩγΜλ ϑγÓΚûΖ ùΣσ[ôν− ΒÕ ùΤôιΘ ΣƒΞô∴
ΞôχÏΚ↓ο 47−71% ΑÏλ− ≅Ξν Τσ[ΞνΚûΖ Κôγ⁄Ûλ ≅ƒΚ ϑγÓΚρ ùΣσ[ôν−
Φ∴úΞ ≅Ξûς ÏοΣνΚô ùΘôÏƒ♠τ MP ΑΚ úΘνϕùΘÓχΚκΣγΟΘôΚ ≅°↑ιΘ∴ν−

1/03 úΩôχ ΜûΣ ùΣôÕ úΘνΘ←ο ÏοΣνΚô ùΘôÏƒ♠τ úΘνΘο Ø⁄ÜΚρ

úΞγΣôΖν ùΣΥν Κγ′     ΣƒΞô∴ ϑγÓΚρ  ϑγÓ ΜΘ↑€Θλ∋%(

D.G. ΜôΚν JD(S)   1.57
Το←Κôν⊥ø∴ ΚôνúΚ INC   50.82
úΟ± ΤΚôúΘπ BSP   1.14
úςÜ ΡôΥχ ùΣΩΤô€ BJP   43.33
B.T. Ω←Θô ΡôΥχ AAAP   0.91
S.M. ΜνΤô SUCI   0.50
ΜδΚν ⊥ôΘπ BHPP   0.29
ςôØ IND   0.41
ΥôÚλ ΒοûΩ NOTA   0.99

15690
507193
11428

432460
9074
4943
2877
4085
9888

ΒΘσÏ Øτ× ϑγÓε≠γÓ ÁÕ Øιƒûς
ΒÓΞƒτ êΩλ Θôλ ΥôÚχÏ ϑγÓ
≅↓ιúΘôλ Φτß ùΘ↔Ùλ− ϑγÓ ≠γÓ ÁÕ
úΣôγ⁄♠γΟΞνΚ↓τ ùΣΥν+ Κγ′♠τ ùΣΥν
′τ∴λ ΒÚχÏλ− ΘσúΣôÕ ΦΩχγςô±χ
ϑγ⁄δ ♥_τ (EVM) ϑγÓχΚûΖ ΣƒÜ
ù Μ µ Υ  Σ Υ τ Σ Ó ι Õ € τ [ ∴ ν −
Βπ↑Υϕƒςιƒο úΣôγ⁄♠ÓΣΞν ùΣΥν+
Κγ′♠τ ′τ∴λ ΚôγÓλ Θ±ΥôΚ
úΣôγ⁄♠ÓΣΞνΚÞχÏ úΘνΘο ΑûΠΥλ
ΞΨδÏλ ′τ∴λ ΒÚχÏλ− ΥôÚχÏ ϑγÓ
úΣôΟ úΞηÓλ Φτß ♣û∴χ€[ôúςô ≅Ξν
ùΣΥ↔τ Φƒ↔ο ∆ρΖ ùΣôιΘôû∴ ≅Ýιƒ
ϑγÓúΣôΟ úΞηÓλ−

úΘνΘο ùΜΥο Ø⁄ϕΘ ♦[Ï EVMχÏ
≠ο úΣôγÓ ΣôÕΚôκ× ≅û[χÏ ΦÓιÕ
ùΜοΞν− ′Ω ΡôγΚρ Κ→ιÕ

♣νΠ♠χΚκΣγΟ úΘƒΥτß ΙÚ ùΘôÏƒ♠τ
EVM ΦοΩôΞσû[Ùλ ƒ[ϕÕ ΙπùΞôÚ
úΞγΣôΖÚλ ΦιΘû∴ ϑγÓΚρ ùΣσ[∴ν
ΦτΣûΘ ΦηÔΞν− ΦηÔΘο Μ↔Υô∴
Øû[♠ο ΡΟχΚ ΦοΩô úΞγΣôΖνΚÞλ+
Γù⊥τγÓΚÞλ  ≅δÏ  ΒÚκΣν−  ΙÚ
ùΘôÏƒ♠ο ≅ƒΚ ϑγÓΚρ ùΣσΞνΚûΖ
ùΞσ° ùΣσ[ΞνΚΖôΚ ≅°↑κΣν− ùΣôÕ
úΘνΘοΚ↓ο ϑγÓ ΦηÔΞÕ Ιúς Ρô↓ο
ΡûΟùΣ ßλ− Ιúς ΜΤΥιƒο ΦοΩô
ù Θ ô Ï ƒ Κ ↓ Û λ  Ρ û Ο ù Σ ß λ −
ùΘôûΩΚôγ′Κρ+ Ξôù∴ô←+ ùΜµƒι
ΘôρΚ↓ο ϑγÓ Φη∞χûΚ ♣Κθε′ûΥ
Ι↓Σςκ×Ξν− ϑγÓ Φη∞χûΚ ùΘôΟδ€
′ Ω  Τ ∞  ú Ρ ς δΚ ↓ ú Ωú Υ  ΦοΩô
ùΘôÏƒΚ↓τ Ø⁄ÜΚûΖ ùΞ↓♠ÓΞν−
♦[Ï ≅ςûΜ Υôν ΓσΣôÓ ùΜµΞÕ ΦτΣÕ
ùΘ↔Ùλ−

•θ ∆ρΖΞσ°ο ΦÕ ♣ΥôΥΤô∴+ ΦÕ ♣ΥôΥΤσ[ úΘνΘο ùΜΥοØû[Κρ Φ∴
  ΚηÓ♦⁄−
<úΘνΘÛχÏ ΙÚ Ξôςλ Øτ× ΙÚ ≅ûΤεΜν ΘτàûΟΥ ùΘôÏƒ♠ο ×ƒΥ ς♠ûΩ

ùΘôΟδ€ ûΞιΘôν−
<ΙÚ úΞγΣôΖν Ρôτ ùΞσ° ùΣσ[ôο Ρλ ùΘôÏƒχÏ ×ƒΥ ς♠ûΩ ùΚôηÓ

ΞÚ€ú[τ Φτß ΞôχÏßƒ ≅↓ιΘôν−
<ΙÚ úΞγΣôΖν ΘτàûΟΥ ΑΘςΞôΖνΚûΖ úΚô♠ÛχÏ ≅ûΨιÕ ùΜτß ∆δΚρ

ϑγÓ Φ∴χúΚ úΣôΟ úΞηÓλ Φτß ΞôχÏßƒ ≅↓χΚ ùΜôτ∴ôν−
<ΙÚ úΞγΣôΖν ΡΚς ΙÕχÏκ×[ ΣÏƒ♠ο ∆ρΖ ΤχΚÞχÏ Θ∴χÏ ϑγΟ↓χΚ

úΞηÓλ Φτß úΣôνûΞûΥ ΞΨδ€∴ôν−

∆δΚÞûΟΥ
Øτú∴σ[ιûΘ

úΜôƒιÕ
ùΚôρÞδΚρ
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DDDDDEMOCREMOCREMOCREMOCREMOCRAAAAATITITITITICCCCC????? independence that the judiciary

enjoys. The Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) is appointed by
the President of India. But once
appointed, the Chief Election
Commissioner is not answerable to
the President or the government.
Even if the ruling party or the
government does not like what the
Commission does, it is virtually
impossible for it to remove the CEC.

Very few election commissions in
the world have such wide-ranging
powers as the Election Commission
of India.
EC takes decisions on every aspect

of conduct and control of elections
from the announcement of
elections to the declaration of
results.

 It implements the Code of
Conduct and punishes any
candidate or party that violates it.

During the election period, the EC
can order the government to follow
some guidelines, to prevent use
and misuse of governmental power
to enhance its chances to win
elections, or to transfer some
government officials.

When on election duty, govern-
ment officers work under the con-
trol of the EC and not the govern-
ment.
In the last 25 years or so, the

Election Commission has begun to
exercise all its powers and even
expand them. It is very common now
for the Election Commission to
reprimand the government and
administration for their lapses. When
election officials come to the opinion
that polling was not fair in some booths
or even an entire constituency, they
order a repoll. The ruling parties often
do not like what the EC does. But they
have to obey. This would not have
happened if the EC was not
independent and powerful.

We get to read a lot about unfair
practices in elections. Newspapers
and television reports often refer to
such allegations. Most of these
reports are about the following:
 Inclusion of false names and

exclusion of genuine names in
the voters’ list;

Misuse of government facilities
and officials by the ruling party;

Excessive use of money by rich
candidates and big parties; and

 Intimidation of voters and rigging
on the polling day.
Many of these reports are correct.

We feel unhappy when we read or
see such reports. But fortunately
they are not on such a scale so as to
defeat the very purpose of elections.
This becomes clear if we ask a basic
question: Can a party win an
election and come to power not
because it has popular support but
through electoral malpractices?
This is a vital question. Let us
carefully examine various aspects
of this question.

Independent ElectionIndependent ElectionIndependent ElectionIndependent ElectionIndependent Election
CCCCCommiss ionommiss ionommiss ionommiss ionommiss ion
One simple way of checking whether
elections are fair or not is to look at
who conducts the elections. Are they
independent of the government? Or
can the government or the ruling
party influence or pressurise them?
Do they have enough powers to be
able to conduct free and fair
elections? Do they actually use these
powers?

The answer to all these questions
is quite positive for our country. In
our country elections are conducted
by an independent and very
powerful Election Commission (EC).
It enjoys the same kind of

Why does the
Election

Commission have
so much powers? Is

this good for
democracy?

For more details about

the Election Commission

of India,

visit

https://eci.gov.in
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2−2 ΒϕƒΥô↑ο úΘνΘοΚûΖ ΤχΚΖôγ′ Øû[κΣ⁄ ΡΟιÕΞÕ ΦÕ>
úΘνΘοΚ↓ο ♣ΥôΥΤσ[ ΡûΟØû[Κρ

Ï°ιÕ Ρôλ ≅ƒΚλ Σ⁄ιÕρúΖôλ−
ù Μ µ ƒ ι Θ ô ρ Κ ρ +  ù Θ ô û Ω Κ ô γ ′
≅°χûΚΚρ úΣôτ[ûΞ Ï°ιÕ ≅⁄χΚ⁄
úΚρ↑ ΣγÓρúΖôλ− ≅Ξσ°ο ′ΩΞσû[
ΣôνκúΣôλ−
<Ξ ô χΚ ô Ζ ν  Σ γ ⁄ Υ← ο  Β Ú χ Ï λ

ùΣΥνΚûΖ ΦÓιÕ↑γÓ ΒοΩôΘΞν
ùΣΥνΚûΖ úΜνκΣÕ−

<≅ς′τ ΜÛûΚΚρ+ ≅ƒΚô↔ΚûΖ
ΑÞλ Κγ′♠∴ν ΘΞ[ô∴ Øû[♠ο
ΣΥτΣÓιÕΘο−

<ùΣ↔Υ Κγ′Κρ+ ΣΠχΚôς ∆ßκ♦∴νΚρ
ΣΠιûΘ ≅ƒΚΤôΚ ùΜΩÜ ùΜµΘο−

<úΘνΘο úΘƒΥτß ΞôχΚôΖνΚûΖ
ΣΥØßιÕΘο+ ƒοÛ ØοÛ ùΜµΘο−
úΤσá°ΥΞσ°ο ΙÚ ′Ω Θ↑ς Τσ[Õ
Φ οΩ ô λ  Μ ↔ Υô ∴ Õ  Θ ô τ −  ú Τ ο
≅°χûΚûΥ Σ⁄χΚ ∋≅( ΣôνΣΘσÏ ΦϕΘ
↑ΘιƒÛλ Μ↔Υô∴Õ ≅οΩ− Α∴ôο
≅ ûΞ  ú Θν Θ ο Κ ↓ τ  Ø χ € Υ
∆ιúΘΜιûΘ úΘôο↑ ≅ûΟΥ ùΜµΞΘôΚ
Β οû Ω−  Ρ ô λ  ΙÚ  Ø χ € Υ Τô ∴
úΚρ↑ûΥ úΚγÏλúΣôÕ ≅Õ ùΘ↔€[Õ−
ΦϕΘ ΙÚ Κγ′ΥôΞÕ ΤχΚ↓τ ΑΘςÜ
ΒοΩôΤο ♣ΥôΥΤσ[ ΡûΟØû[♠τ
êΩλ ≅ƒΚôςιƒσÏ Ξς Ø⁄ÙΤô> ΒÕ
♥ Κ Ü λ  Ø χ € Υ Τ ô ∴  ú Κ ρ ↑ −
ΒχúΚρ↑♠τ ΣοúΞß ≅λΜδΚûΖ
Σ↔≠←κúΣôλ−

ÑΘϕƒςΤô∴ ≅ƒΚôς♥χΚ úΘνΘο
ΑûΠΥλ9
   úΘνΘοΚρ ♣ΥôΥΤô∴Θô ΒοûΩΥô>
ΦτΣûΘε  Μ↔ΣôνχΚ  ΙÚ  Φ↓Υ  Ξ→
úΘνΘûΩ Υôν ΡΟιÕ€[ôνΚρ ΦτΣûΘκ
Σ ô ν κ Σ Õ −  ≅Ξ ν Κρ  ≅ ς Μô δ Κ ιû Θ
ΜôςôΘΞνΚΖô> ≅οΩÕ ≅ςΜôδΚúΤô ∋≅(
ΑÞλ Κγ′úΥô ΒΞνΚÞχÏ ùΜοΞôχÏ
∋ ≅(  ≅ Ý ιΘ λ  ùΚ ô Óχ Κ  Ø ⁄Ù Τô >
ÑΘϕƒςΤô∴ Τσßλ ♣ΥôΥΤô∴ úΘνΘûΩ
ΡΟιÕΞΘσÏ ≅ΞνΚÞχÏ úΣôÕΤô∴
≅ ƒ Κ ô ς δ Κ ρ  ∆ ρ Ζ Θô >  ≅ Ξ ν Κ ρ
∆ ηû Τ ♠ ο  Β ϕ Θ  ≅ ƒ Κô ς δ Κû Ζ
ΣΥτΣÓιÕ€[ôνΚΖô>

ΒϕΘ ΦοΩô úΚρ↑ΚÞχÏλ Σƒο Ρλ
Ρôγ⁄σÏ ♥ΚÜλ ΜôΘΚΤô∴Õ− Ρλ Ρôγ⁄ο
úΘνΘο ΡΟιΘκΣγΟΘô> ΙÚ Μχƒ ΞôµϕΘ
ú ΘνΘο Α ûΠΥιΘô ο (EC) Β Õ

ΜôιƒΥΤôÏλ−

¿ƒιÕû[ ≅àΣ↑χÏλ ÑΘϕƒςλ−

ΘûΩûΤ úΘνΘο ΑûΠΥν (CEC) ΒϕƒΥ
⊥∴ôƒΣƒΥôο ♣Υ♥χΚκΣÓ€[ôν− Α∴ôο+
ΘûΩûΤι úΘνΘο ΑûΠΥν ♣ΥΤ∴λ
ù Μµ Υ κ Σ γ Ο ô ο  ≅ Ξ ν  Ï ⁄ Υς Ñ
ΘûΩΞÚχúΚô ∋≅( ≅ςΜôδΚιƒσúΚô
ΣƒΩ↓χΚ Ø⁄ΥôÕ− ΑûΠΥλ ùΜµΞûΘ
ΑÞλ Κγ′úΥô ∋≅( ≅ςΜôδΚúΤô
↑ÚλΣô↑γΟôÛλ ΘûΩûΤ úΘνΘο
≅ ƒ Κ ô ↔ û Υ  ≅ Κ σ ß Ξ Õ  € γ Ο ι Θ γ Ο
ΜôιƒΥΤσ[Õ− ΒϕƒΥ úΘνΘο ΑûΠΥλ
úΣôτ[ ΣςϕΘ ≅Ζ↑Ωô∴ ≅ƒΚôςδΚûΖ
∆ Ω € ο  ∆ ρ Ζ  ♥ Κ  ′ Ω  ú Θ ν Θ ο
Κ♥_τΚρ ùΣσßρΖ∴−
<úΘνΘο ≅°↑κ× ØΘο Ø⁄ÜΚρ

≅°↑κ× Ξûς úΘνΘο ΡΟιûΘ Τσßλ
ΚγÓκΣôÓ ùΘôΟνΣô∴ ΙπùΞôÚ
≅ λ Μ ι ƒ Û λ  ú Θ ν Θ ο  Α û Π Υ λ
Ø⁄ÜΚûΖ ΦÓχ€[Õ−

<ΒÕ ΡΟιûΘ ↑ƒΚûΖ ≅ØοΣÓιÕ€[Õ
Τσ ß λ  ≅ û Θ  Á ß λ  Φ ϕ Θ ùΞ ô Ú
úΞγΣôΖν ∋≅( Κγ′ûΥÙλ Θη⁄χÏλ−

<úΘνΘο ΚôΩιƒο úΘνΘοΚ↓ο ùΞσ°
ùΣßΞΘσΚô∴ Ξôµκ×ΚûΖ ≅ƒΚ↔χΚ
≅ςΜôδΚ ≅ƒΚôςιûΘ ΣΥτΣÓιÕ
ΞûΘÙλ ΘΞ[ôΚκ ΣΥτΣÓιÕΞûΘÙλ
ΘÓχΚÜλ ∋≅( ′ΩΞσû[ Τôσ[Üλ+ ′Ω
Ξ→ΚôγÓΘοΚûΖκ ♦τΣσßΤôß
≅ ς Ñ χ Ï  ú Θ ν Θ ο  Α û Π Υ λ
∆ιΘς↑ΟΩôλ−

<úΘνΘο Σ∞♠ο ΒÚχÏλ úΣôÕ ≅ςÑ
≅ƒΚô↔Κρ úΘνΘο ΑûΠΥιƒτ
ΚγÓκΣôγ⁄τ •θ Σ∞×↔€[ôνΚρ−
ΚΟϕΘ 14 ΑηÓΚ↓ο+ úΘνΘο
Α û Υ λ  ≅ Θ τ  ≅ û ∴ ι Õ
≅ ƒ Κ ô ς δ Κ û Ζ Ùλ  Σ Υτ Σ Ó ι Θ ι
ùΘôΟδ€ÙρΖÕ− úΤÛλ ≅Ξσû[
↑↔ÜΣÓιΘÜλ ùΘôΟδ€ÙρΖÕ− úΘνΘο
Α û Π Υ λ  ≅ ς Μ ô δ Κ ι û Θ Ù λ +
♣ ν Ξ ô Κ ι û Θ Ù λ  ≅ Ξ ν Κ ↓ τ
ΘΞßΚÞχΚôΚχ Κη⁄κΣÕ ΒκúΣôÕ
♥ ΚÜ λ  ùΣ ô Õ Ξ ô ∴ Õ −  Ξ ô χ Ï ε
Μ ô Ξ ⁄ Κ ↓ ο  ≅ ο ΩÕ  ΙÚ  Ø Ý ι
ù Θ ô Ï ƒ ♠ Û λ  á Ο  ♣ Υ ô ΥΤ ô ∴
ΞôχÏκΣƒÜ ΡûΟùΣ[↑οûΩ Φτß
ú Θ ν Θ ο  ≅ Û Ξ Ω ν Κ ρ  Κ Ú ι Õ
ùΘ↔↑ιΘôο+ Τß ΞôχÏκΣƒÜ ΡΟιΘ
∆ιΘς↑Ó€[ôνΚρ− ΑÞλ Κγ′Κρ
≅⁄χΚ⁄ úΘνΘο ΑûΠΥλ ùΜµΞûΘ
ΑÞλ Κγ′Κρ ↑Úλ×ΞÕ ΒοûΩ−
Α∴ôο ≅ΞνΚρ •θκΣ⁄Υ úΞηÓλ−
úΘνΘο ΑûΠΥλ ÑΘϕƒςΤôΚÜλ+ Μχƒ
ΞôµϕΘΘôΚÜλ ΒοΩô↑γΟôο ΒÕ
ΡΟϕƒÚχΚôÕ−

úΘνΘο Κ♥_àχÏ
Γτ ΒπΞΖÜ
≅ƒΚôςλ> ΒÕ
⊥àΡôΥΚιƒσÏ
ΡοΩΘô>
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EC accepts new Haryana DGP

EC issues notification constituting 14th
Lok Sabha

Photo I-cards not mandatory in Biharpolls

EC tightens norms for poll expenses

EC to visit Gujarat again, review poll

arrangements

EC will seek power to censure
political ads

HC asks EC to bar ‘criminal’ netas
EC says no immediate plan to ban
Exit Polls

EC shoots down HM advice onpoll reforms
EC orders repoll in 398 more booths

EC to keep closer eye on hidden
poll costs

Read these headlines carefully and identify which powers are used by the Election Commission in each
instance to ensure free and fair elections.

PPPPPopular paropular paropular paropular paropular participaticipaticipaticipaticipat iontiontiontiontion
Another way to check the quality of
the election process is to see
whether people participate in it with
enthusiasm. If the election process
is not free or fair, people will not
continue to participate in the
exercise. Now,  read these charts
and draw some conclusions about
participation in India:
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1 VOTER TURNOUT IN INDIA AND THE UK

1 People’s participation in election
is usually measured by voter
turnout figures. Turnout indicates
the per cent of eligible voters who
actually cast their vote. Over the
last fifty years, the turnout in
Europe and North America has
declined. In India the turnout has
either remained stable or actually
gone up.
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03ΞÕ Τχ ΚΖûΞûΥ ≅ ûΤχ Ïλ
≅ ° ↑ κ û Σ  ú Θ ν Θ ο  Α û Π Υ λ
ùΞ↓♠Ó€[Õ−

ÀΚôν úΘνΘ←ο ×ûΚκΣΟ ≅ûΟΥôΖ ≅γûΟΚγΟôΥ♥οûΩ−

úΘνΘο ùΜΩÜχΚô∴ ↑ƒØû[ΚûΖ
úΘνΘο ΑûΠΥλ ΚÓûΤΥôχÏ€[Õ−

úΘνΘο ΓσΣôÓΚûΖ Τß ΑµÜ ùΜµΥ

úΘνΘο ΑûΠΥλ ÁηÓλ Ï⊥ςôι

ùΜο€[Õ−

≅ς′Υο ↑ΖλΣςδΚûΖ Θ∞χûΚ ùΜµΥúΘνΘο ΑûΠΥλ ≅ƒΚôςλ ùΚôηΟÕ−

úΘν Θο ΚÚιÕ χΚ∞κ ×Κ ûΖ ΘûΟ

ùΜµΞΘσΚô∴ ∆Ο∴⁄ ƒγΟλ ΒοûΩ Φτß

úΘνΘο ΑûΠΥλ ùΘ↔↑ιÕρΖÕ−

úΘνΘο ≠νƒÚιΘδΚρ Ï°ιΘ ≅ς′τΑúΩôΜû∴ûΥ úΘνΘο ΑûΠΥλ♣ςôΚ↔ιΘÕ−

úΤÛλ 287 ΜôΞ⁄Κ↓ο Τß ΞôχùΚÓκ×

ΡΟιΘ úΘνΘο ΑûΠΥλ ∆ιΘς↑γÓρΖÕ−

ú Θ ν Θ ο  Α û Π Υ λ  Τ û [ χ Κ κ Σ γ Ο
ΞôχùΚÓκ× ùΜΩÜΚûΖ ∆τ±κΣôΚχ
ΚηΚô∞χÏλ−
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1. ΒϕƒΥô Τσßλ Βδ€Ωôϕƒο ΣƒΞô∴
  ΞôχÏΚρ ΜΘ↑€Θλ

ΒϕΘ ΘûΩκ×ε ùΜµƒΚûΖ ΚΞ∴ΤôΚκ Σ⁄ιÕ+ ÑΘϕƒςΤô∴ Τσßλ ♣ΥôΥΤô∴ úΘνΘûΩ
∆ßƒ ùΜµΥ ΙπùΞôÚ ãθ♣ûΩ♠Ûλ úΘνΘο ΑûΠΥιΘôο ΦϕùΘϕΘ ≅ƒΚôςδΚρ
ΣΥτΣÓιΘκΣÓ€τ[∴ ΦτΣûΘχ ΚηΟ°ΥÜλ−

ΤχΚρ ΣδùΚÓκ×
úΘνΘο ùΜΥοΣôγ⁄τ ΘςιûΘ Μ↔ΣôνχΚ

Τσù[ôÚ Ξ→+ ΤχΚρ ΑνΞιÕΟτ
ΣδúΚσ€[ôνΚΖô ΦτΣûΘκ ΣôνκΣÕ−
úΘνΘο ùΜΥοØû[ ÑΘϕƒςΤôΚúΞô ∋≅(
♣ΥôΥΤôΚúΞô ΡΟχΚ↑οûΩ Φτ[ôο
ΤχΚρ ùΘôΟνϕÕ Σ♠σ′♠ο ΣδΚúΚσΚ
Τ ô γ Ο ô ν Κ ρ −  Β κ ú Σ ô Õ +  Β ϕ Θ
↑ΖχΚκΣΟδΚûΖκ Σ⁄ιÕ ΒϕƒΥô↑ο
Σδ úΚ σΣ Õ  Σσ °  ′Ω  Ø ⁄Ü Κû Ζ
ΦÓχΚÜλ−

1. úΘνΘ←ο ΤχΚ↓τ ΣδúΚσ× ùΣôÕΞôΚ
ΞôχΚôΖν Φη∞χûΚûΥ ûΞιÕ
≅Ζ↑ΟκΣÓ€[Õ− ΞôχÏκΣƒÜ ΦτΣÕ
∆ηûΤ♠ο ΞôχΚ↓ιΘ ΘÏƒÙρΖ
ΞôχΚôΖνΚ↓τ ΜΘÅΘιûΘχ Ï°χ€[Õ−
ΚΟϕΘ ΗλΣÕ ΑηÓΚ↓ο ΗúςôκΣô
Τσßλ ΞΟ ≅ùΤ↔χΚô↑ο ΞôχÏ ΣƒÜ
Ïû[ϕÕρΖÕ− ΒϕƒΥô↑ο ΞôχÏκΣƒÜ
♣û ΩΥô∴ Õ ≅ο ΩÕ ∆ ηûΤ♠ο
∆ΥνϕÕρΖÕ−

€ ↔ ♥ ∴ ο  Ï σ [ δ Κ ↓ ο  Θ η Ο û ∴ùΣσ[ΞνΚÞχÏ úΘνΘο ΑûΠΥιûΘ∆Υν¿ƒ Ττ[λ úΚγÓχùΚôρ€[Õ−

×ƒΥ ↔Υô∴ô ⁄≥♦ûΥ úΘνΘο
ΑûΠΥλ ΓσßχùΚôηΟÕ

Ξ
ôχ

Ï
Κ

ρ
 (

%
)

úΘνΘο ΡΟϕΘ ΑηÓ

UK
INDIA

Βδ€ΩôϕÕ
ΒϕƒΥô

∆δΚÞûΟΥ
Øτú∴σ[ιûΘ

úΜôƒιÕ
ùΚôρÞδΚρ
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2 In India the poor, illiterate and
underprivileged people vote in
larger proportion as compared to
the rich and privileged sections.
This is in contrast to western
democracies. For example in the
United States of America, poor
people, African Americans and
Hispanics vote much less than the
rich and the white people.

3 Common people in India attach a
lot of importance to elections.
They feel that through elections
they can bring pressure on
political parties to adopt policies
and programmes favourable to
them. They also feel that their vote
matters in the way things are run
in the country.

2 VOTER TURNOUT IN INDIA AND US BY SOCIAL GROUPS, 2004

SOCIAL GROUPS

Upper
Caste

OBC SC ST White Black Hispanic

56 58 60 61 60
56

28

Source: Figures for India
from National Election

Study 2004, CSDS.
Figures for US from

National Election Study
2004, University of

Michigan.
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A C T I V I T Y

Ask the eligible voters in your family whether they
voted in the last election to the Lok Sabha or to the
state assembly. If they did not, ask them why did
they not vote. If they did, ask them which party
and candidate they voted for and why. Also ask
them whether they had participated in any other
election-related activity like attending an election
meeting or rally etc.

Acceptance of electionAcceptance of electionAcceptance of electionAcceptance of electionAcceptance of election
outcomeoutcomeoutcomeoutcomeoutcome
One final test of the free and fairness
of election has in the outcome itself.
If elections are not free or fair, the
outcome always favours the powerful.
In such a situation, the ruling parties
do not lose elections. Usually, the

67%

3 DO YOU THINK YOUR VOTE MAKES A DIFFERENCE?

15%

18%
Has effect

Has no effect

Don’t know
Source: National Election

Study 2004, CSDS.
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32
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4 THOSE WHO PARTICIPATED IN ANY
ELECTION RELATED ACTIVITY IN INDIA
Source: National Election Study 1996-2004, CSDS.

4 The interest of voters in election-
related activities has been
increasing over the years. During
the 2004 elections, more than
one-third voters took part in a
campaign-related activities. More
than half of the people identified
themselves as being close to one
or the other political party. One
out of every seven voters is a
member of a political party.

ELECTION YEAR
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2. ΒϕƒΥô↑Ûλ+ ≅ùΤ↔χΚô↑Ûλ ΞôχΚôΖνΚρ ΜêΚχ
ÏÝχΚ↓τ ΣƒΞô∴ ΞôχÏΚΚρ ΜΘ↑€Θλ

56 58 60 61 60
56

28

ΑΘôςλ : ΒϕƒΥ
ΤχΚρùΘôûΚ

ΚΠχùΚÓκ×+ CSDS-

2004 úΘνΘο
Ø⁄ÜΚρ+ ≅ùΤ↔χΚ

ΤχΚρùΘôûΚ
ΚΠχùΚÓκ×

♥χ′Κτ Τσßλ
úΘ′Υ úΘνΘο

Ø⁄ÜΚ↓τ
≅°χûΚ

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

67%

3. ∆δΚρ ΞôχÏ Τôσ[ιûΘ ΓσΣÓιÕλ Φτß
  ♣û∴χ€ÈνΚΖô>

15%

18%
↑ûΖÜ ∆ηÓ

↑ûΖÜ ΒοûΩ

ùΘ↔ΥôÕ

ΑΘôςλ : úΘ′Υ
úΘνΘο ≅°χûΚ

2004, CSDS
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4.ΒϕƒΥô↑ο úΘνΘο ùΘôΟνΣô∴
ΦϕΘùΞôÚ ùΜΥ←Ûλ
ΣδúΚσ[ΞνΚρ
ΑΘôςλ9úΘ′ΥúΘνΘοΑµÜ 0885,1//3−

2. ΒϕƒΥô↑ο ΣΠχΚôςνΚρ Τσßλ ΜÛûΚ
ùΣσ[ ♦↔↑∴ÚΟτ Ικ♦ÓûΚ♠ο ΓûΨΚρ+
Σ⁄κΣ°↑οΩôΘΞνΚρ Τσßλ ♦σΣÓιΘκΣΟΟ
ΤχΚρ ≅ƒΚ ↑€ΘΘιƒο ΞôχΚ↓χ€τ[∴ν−
ΒÕ úΤσΚιƒΥ ⊥∴ΡôΥΚ ΡôÓΚÞχÏ
ØςΠô∴Õ− ∆ΘôςΠΤôΚ ≅ùΤ↔χΚô↑ο
ΓûΨΚρ+ Ακ♦↔χΚ ≅ùΤ↔χΚνΚρ Τσßλ
∝υΣô±ΥνΚρ ΣΠχΚôςνΚρ Τσßλ
ùΞρûΖΥνΚûΖ↑Ο ♥ΚÜλ Ïû[ΞôΚ
ΞôχΚ↓χ€τ[∴ν−

3. ΒϕƒΥô↑ο ∆ρΖ ùΣôÕ ΤχΚρ
ú Θ ν Θ Û χ Ï  ≅ ƒ Κ  Ø χ € Υ ι Õ Ξ λ
ùΚôÓχ€τ[∴ν− ≅ς′Υο Κγ′ΚÞχÏ
ΜôΘΚΤô∴ ùΚôρûΚΚûΖÙλ ƒγΟδΚûΖ
Ùλ ♦τΣσßΤôß úΘνΘο êΩλ ≅ÝιΘλ
ù Κ ô Ó χ Κ  Ø ⁄ Ù λ  Φ τ ß  ≅ Ξ ν Κ ρ
♣û∴χ€[ôνΚρ− Ρôγ⁄ο ΡΟχÏλ ↑Θιƒο
Θ δ Κ ρ  Ξ ô χ Ï  Ø χ € Υ λ  Φ τ ß λ
♣û∴χ€[ôνΚρ−

4. úΘνΘο ùΘôΟνΣô∴ ΡΟΞ⁄χûΚΚ↓ο
ΞôχΚôΖνΚ↓τ ΑνΞλ ΣΩ ΑηÓΚΖôΚ
≅ƒΚ↔ιÕ ΞÚ€[Õ− 1//3 úΘνΘοΚ↓τ
úΣôÕ êτ°ο ΙÚ ΣδÏ ΞôχΚôΖνΚρ
♦ςεΜôςλ ùΘôΟνΣô∴ ΡΟΞ⁄χûΚΚ↓ο
ΣδÏ ùΣσ[∴ν− ΣôƒχÏλ úΤσΣΟΟΞνΚρ
ΘδΚûΖ ΓΘôΞÕ ΙÚ ≅ς′Υο Κγ′χÏ
ùΡÚχΚΤôΚ ΒÚκΣΘôΚ ≅ûΟΥôΖκΣÓιƒχ
ù Κ ô η Ο ∴ ν −  Ι π ù Ξ ô Ú  Γ Ý
ΞôχΚôΖνΚ↓ο ΙÚΞν ≅ς′Υο Κγ′♠τ
∆ßκ♦∴ν−

∆δΚρ ÏÓλΣιƒο ∆ρΖ ΘÏƒΥô∴
ΞôχΚôΖ↔Ολ ≅ΞνΚρ ΚΟϕΘ úΘνΘ←ο
ú Ω ôχΜ Σô ∋≅( Τô ♣Ω ΜγΟ ΜûΣ χÏ
ΞôχΚ↓ιΘôνΚΖô Φτß úΚÞδΚρ−
≅ΞνΚρ ≅πΞôß ùΜµΥ↑οûΩ Φτ[ôο+
≅ΞνΚρ Γτ ΞôχΚ↓χΚ↑οûΩ Φτß
úΚÞδΚρ− úΘνΘο áγΟλ ∋≅( úΣς∞♠ο
ΚΩϕÕ ùΚôρ ΞÕ úΣ ôτ[ ú ΘνΘο
ùΘôΟνΣô∴ úΞß ΓúΘàλ ùΜΥ←ο
≅ Ξ ν Κ ρ  Σ δ ú Κ σ [ ô ν Κ Ζ ô  Φ τ ß λ
≅ΞνΚ↓Ολ úΚÞδΚρ−

úΘνΘο Ø⁄ûΞ ΓσßχùΚôρΞÕ
   úΘνΘ←τ ÑΘϕƒςλ Τσßλ úΡνûΤ♠τ
ΙÚ Βßƒ úΜôΘû∴ Ø⁄ÜΚ↓ο ∆ρΖÕ−
ú Θ ν Θ ο Κ ρ  Ñ Θ ϕ ƒ ς Τ ô Κú Ξ ô  ∋ ≅ (
♣ΥôΥΤôΚúΞô ΡûΟùΣ[↑οûΩ Φτ[ôο
Ø ⁄ Ü Κ ρ  Φ κ ú Σ ô Õ λ  Μ χ ƒ
ΞôµϕΘΞνΚÞχÏ ΜôΘΚΤôΚúΞ ΒÚχÏλ−
ΒκΣ⁄κΣγΟ ãθ♣ûΩ♠ο ΑÞλ Κγ′Κρ
úΘνΘ←ο úΘôο↑ ≅ûΟΥôÕ− ùΣôÕΞôΚ
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ΜêΚχ ÏÝχΚρ

 ∆Υν     OBC   SC     ST
ΜôƒΚρ

úΘνΘο ΡΟϕΘ ΑηÓ

ùΜΥοΣôÓ

Αδ€úΩΥν
ΚÚκ♦∴ιΘΞν

∝υΣô±Υτ

ΒϕƒΥô ≅ùΤ↔χΚô
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losing party does not accept the
outcome of a rigged election.

The outcome of India’s elections
speaks for itself:
 The ruling parties routinely lose

elections in India both at the
national and state level. In fact in
every two out of the three elections
held in the last 25 years, the
ruling party lost.

 In the US, an incumbent or ‘sitting’
elected representative rarely
loses an election. In India about
half of the sitting MPs or MLAs lose
elections.

Candidates who are known to
have spent a lot of money on
‘buying votes’ and those with
known criminal connections
often lose elections.

Barring very few disputed
elections, the electoral outcomes
are usually accepted as ‘people’s
verdict’ by the defeated party.

Challenges to free and fairChallenges to free and fairChallenges to free and fairChallenges to free and fairChallenges to free and fair
elect ionselect ionselect ionselect ionselect ions
All this leads to a simple conclusion:
elections in India are basically free
and fair. The party that wins an elec-
tion and forms government does so
because people have chosen it over
its rivals. This may not be true for ev-
ery constituency. A few candidates
may win purely on the basis of
money power and unfair means. But
the overall verdict of a general elec-
tion still reflects popular preference.
There are very few exceptions to this
rule in the last 60 years in our coun-
try. This is what makes Indian elec-
tions democratic.

Yet the picture looks different if we
ask deeper questions: Are people’s
preferences based on real
knowledge? Are the voters getting a
real choice? Is election really level
playing field for everyone? Can an
ordinary citizen hope to win

elections? Questions of this kind
bring the many limitations and
challenges of Indian elections to our
attention. These include :

The leader is coming out of a press conference:
“What was the need to say that we have

distributed tickets only amongst suitable and
winnable family relations?” Do you think that

family politics is confined to only a few states or
parties?

Titled ‘Electoral
Campaigns’, this

cartoon was drawn in
the Latin American
context. Does this

apply to India
and to other

democracies
in the world?
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ΘûΩΞν ΙÚ Σιƒ↔χûΚΥôΖν Μϕƒκ♦ο
ΒÚϕÕ ùΞ↓úΥ ΞÚ€[ôν− !!ΡôδΚρ
ùΞσ°ùΣ[χá⁄ΥΞνΚÞχÏ ΤγÓúΤ

úΘνΘ←ο ♣σΣΘσÏ ≠γÓ ùΚôÓιúΘôλ&&
Φτß ùΜôοΩ úΞη⁄Υ ≅Ξ′Υλ Φτ∴>

ÏÓλΣ ≅ς′Υο ΦτΣÕ ΙÚ ′°Υ
ΣÏƒχÏρ ΤγÓúΤ ΒÚκΣΘôΚ ¿δΚρ

♣û∴χ€ÈνΚΖô>
ΘûΩκ× 9 úΘνΘο

♦ςεΜôςλ+ ΒϕΘ
úΚ←ε′ιƒςλ

Ωι¾τ
≅ùΤ↔χΚô↑τ
úΘνΘοΚûΖκ
Σσ°ΥÕ− ΒÕ

ΒϕƒΥô
Τσßλ ♦[
ΤχΚΖôγ′

ΡôÓΚÞχÏ
ùΣôÚϕÕΤô>
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ÑΘϕƒςΤô∴ Τσßλ ♣ΥôΥΤô∴
úΘνΘÛχΚô∴ ΜΞôοΚρ9
   ΒûΞ ≅û∴ιÕλ ΙÚ Φ↓Υ Ø⁄ÜχÏ
Β γÓ ε  ù Μ ο € τ [ ∴ −  Β ϕ ƒ Υ ô ↑ ο
úΘνΘοΚρ ≅⁄κΣûΟ♠ο ÑΘϕƒςΤôΚÜλ+
♣ΥôΥΤôΚÜλ ΡûΟùΣß€τ[∴− úΘνΘ←ο
ùΞσ°ùΣσß  Αγ′  ≅ûΤχÏλ  Κγ′
ΤχΚρ Θ∴Õ úΣôγ⁄ΥôΖνΚûΖ↑Ο ≅ûΘ
úΘνÜ ùΜµΘôο Θôτ ≅πΞôß ùΜµ€[Õ−
ΙπùΞôÚ ùΘôÏƒχÏλ ΒÕ ∆ηûΤΥôΚ
ΒÚχΚôÕ− ΙÚ ′Ω úΞγΣôΖνΚρ ΣΠΣΩλ
Τσßλ ♣ΥôΥΤσ[ Ξ→Κ↓ο ùΞσ°
ùΣ[Ωôλ− Α∴ôο ΙÚ ùΣôÕ úΘνΘ←τ
ΙγÓ ùΤôιΘ ¾νκ× Βτàλ ΤχΚ↓τ
↑ÚκΣιûΘ ♦ςƒΣ←χ€[Õ− Ρλ Ρôγ⁄ο
ΚΟϕΘ 5/ ΑηÓΚ↓ο ΒϕΘ ↑ƒχÏ
↑ƒ↑ΩχÏΚρ ♥ΚχÏû[Ü− ΒÕúΞ
ΒϕƒΥι úΘνΘûΩ ⊥∴ΡôΥΚΤôχÏ€[Õ−

Βτàλ ΑΨΤô∴ úΚρ↑ΚûΖχ
úΚγΟôο Σƒο ↑ιƒΥôΜΤôΚι ùΘ↔€[Õ−
ΤχΚ↓τ ↑ÚκΣδΚρ ∆ηûΤΥô∴
≅ ° ↑ τ  ≅ ⁄ κ Σ û Ο ♠ ο  Α ∴ Θ ô >
ΞôχΚôΖνΚρ ∆ηûΤΥô∴ úΘνûΞκ
ùΣß€[ôνΚΖô> úΘνΘο ∆ηûΤ♠ο
≅û∴ΞÚχÏλ ΜΤΤô∴ ΚΖΤô> ΙÚ
ΜôΘôςΠ Ï⁄ΤΚτ ùΞσ° ùΣßΞôν Φτß
ΡλΣΩôΤô>

úΘ ôο↑ΥûΟÙλ Κγ′ ú Τô Μ⁄Υô∴
úΘνΘ←τ Ø⁄ûΞ ΓσßχùΚôρΖôÕ−
ΒϕƒΥ úΘνΘοΚ↓τ Ø⁄Ü Θ∴χÏιΘôú∴
úΣÑ€[Õ−
<ΒϕƒΥô↑ο ΑÞλ Κγ′Κρ úΘ′Υ

≅ Ζ↑ Û λ +  Τ ô ♣ Ω  ≅ Ζ↑ Û λ
ú Θ ν Θ ο Κ ↓ ο  ú Θ ô ο ↑  ≅ û Ο Ξ Õ
Ξô⁄χûΚ− ∆ηûΤ♠ο ΚΟϕΘ 14
ΑηÓΚ↓ο ΡΟϕΘ êτß úΘνΘοΚ↓ο
Βςη ⁄ο Α Þ λ Κγ ′ ú Θ ôο↑
≅ûΟϕΘÕ−

<≅ùΤ↔χΚô↑ο ΣΘ↑♠ο ΒÚκΣΞν ∋≅(
úΘνϕùΘÓχΚκΣγΟ ♦ςƒ♣ƒ úΘνΘ←ο
úΘôο↑ ≅ûΟΞÕ ≅↔Õ− ΒϕƒΥô↑ο
ΒÚχÏλ ΤχΚ↓ο ΣôƒúΣν ΞôχÏΚûΖ
↑ûΩχÏ ΞôδÏΞΘσΚôΚ ≅ƒΚ ΣΠλ
ùΜΩΞ→ιΘ úΞγΣôΖνΚρ Τσßλ Ïσ[ι
ùΘôΟν× ∆ρΖΞνΚρ ùΣÚλΣôÛλ
úΘνΘ←ο úΘôο↑ ≅ûΟ€[ôνΚρ−

<′Ωûςι Θ↑ς ΜνεûΜχÏρΖô∴Õ
úΘνΘο+ úΘνΘο Ø⁄ÜΚρ ùΣôÕΞôΚ
ΤχΚÞûΟΥΘôΚ ΓσßχùΚôρΖκΣÓ€[Õ−

<′Ω ♦ςεΜû∴χÏ°Υ úΘνΘοΚûΖι Θ↑ς
≅û∴ιÕ úΘνΘο Ø⁄ÜΚûΖÙλ ΤχΚρ
¾νκΣôΚ úΘôο↑ΥûΟϕΘ Κγ′Κρ Γσßχ
ùΚôρ€τ[∴−

úΚ←

′ιƒςιûΘ

Σ⁄χΚÜλ

 ♣ÚΣνΚρ
  áγΟλ

   ΒÕúΣôτ[  úΚρ↑Κρ  ΒϕƒΥι
ú Θ ν Θ ο Κ ↓ τ  Σ Ω  Ξ ς λ × Κ û Ζ Ù λ
Μ Ξ ô ο Κ û Ζ Ù λ  Ρ λ  Κ Ξ ∴ ι ƒ σ χ Ï
ùΚôηÓ ΞÚ€τ[∴−

ΘÏƒΞôµϕΘ+ ùΞσ° ùΣσ[
∆ [ ↑ ∴ ν Κ Þ χ ú Κ  ≠ γ Ó
ùΚôÓιúΘôλ Φτß á[
úΞη⁄Υ ≅Ξ′Υ♥οûΩ
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Candidates and parties with a lot
of money may not be sure of their
victory but they do enjoy a big and
unfair advantage over smaller
parties and independents.

 In some parts of the country,
candidates with criminal connection
have been able to push others out of
the electoral race and to secure a
‘ticket’ from major parties.

Some families tend to dominate
political parties; tickets are
distributed to relatives from these
families.

Very often elections offer little
choice to ordinary citizens, for
both the major parties are quite

similar to each other both in
policies and practice.

Smaller parties and independent
candidates suffer a huge
disadvantage compared to bigger
parties.
These challenges exist not just in

India but also in many established
democracies. These deeper issues
are a matter of concern for those who
believe in democracy. That is why
citizens, social activists and
organisations have been demanding
reforms in our electoral system. Can
you think of some reforms? What
can an ordinary citizen do to face
these challenges?

rrrrreeeeeadadadadad
ttttthhhhheeeee
cccccararararartttttoooooononononon

Is this an accurate
picture of what

happens to the voter
before and after

elections? Must this
always happen in a

democracy? Can you
think of examples
when this did not

happen?

CHECK
YOUR

PROGRESS

Here are some facts on Indian elections. Comment on each of these to say whether they reflect the
strength or the weakness of our electoral system:

 The 16th Lok Sabha has 12 per cent women members.
 The Election Commission often refuses to accept the government’s advice about when the elections

should be held.
 The 16th Lok Sabha has more than 440 members whose assets are more than Rs.1 crore.
 After losing an election the Chief Minister said: “I respect the people’s verdict”.
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úΘνΘÛχÏ
Øτàλ ♦τàλ

ΞôχΚôΖÚχÏ
úΡνϕΘ ♣Κθ↑τ
≅εÑΣΟΤô ΒÕ>

⊥∴ΡôΥΚλ
ΦκúΣôÕλ ΡΟχΚ
úΞηÓΤô> ΒÕ
ΡΟχΚôΘ úΣôÕ

Φτ∴ ♣ΚÝλ Φ∴
úΥô′χΚ Ø⁄ÙΤô>

ΒϕƒΥ úΘνΘοΚρ Σσ°Υ ′Ω ∆ηûΤΚρ ΒδúΚ ùΚôÓχΚκΣγÓρΖ∴− ΒûΞ
ΙπùΞôτßλ ΡΤÕ úΘνΘο Øû[♠τ ΣΩιûΘ ∋≅( ΣΩÅ∴ιûΘ ♦ςƒΣ←χ€τ[∴Ξô
ΦτΣûΘ ùΜôοÛδΚρ−
< 05ΞÕ ΤχΚΖûΞ♠ο 01 ΜΘÅΘλ ùΣη ∆ßκ♦∴νΚρ ∆ρΖ∴ν−
< úΘνΘο ΦκúΣôÕ ΡΟιΘúΞηÓλ Φτ[ ≅ς′τ ΑúΩôΜû∴ûΥ úΘνΘο ΑûΠΥλ

ΓσΚ Τßχ€[Õ−
< 05ΞÕ úΩôχ ΜΣô↑ο 33/ ∆ßκ♦∴νΚÞχÏ ΙÚ úΚô⁄χÏ úΤο ùΜôιÕχΚρ
   ∆ρΖ∴−
< úΘνΘ←ο úΘôο↑ΥûΟϕΘ ♦[Ï ØΘοΞν á°ΥΘôΞÕ9 "ΤχΚρ ¾νκûΣ Τƒχ€ú[τ"−
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≅ ƒ Κ  Σ Π λ  û Ξ ι ƒ Ú χ Ï λ
úΞγΣôΖνΚρ Τσßλ Κγ′Κρ ΘδΚρ
ùΞσ°♠ο  ∆ßƒΥôΚ  ΒÚχΚ  Ø⁄ΥôÕ−
Α∴ôο ≅ΞνΚρ ′°Υ Κγ′Κρ Τσßλ
Ñú ΥγûΜΚûΖ ↑ Ο ùΣ↔Υ Τσ ßλ
♣ Υ ô Υ Τ σ [  Ρ τ û Τ û Υ
≅àΣ↑χ€[ôνΚρ−
<Ρôγ⁄τ ′Ω ΣÏƒΚ↓ο Ïσ[↑Υο

ùΘ ôΟν× Κρ ∆ρΖ ú Ξγ Σô Ζν Κρ
ΤσΞνΚûΖ úΘνΘο úΣôγ⁄♠ο ΒÚϕÕ
ùΞ↓úΥσ° Øχ€Υ Κγ′Κ↓Ο♥ÚϕÕ
⁄χùΚγ ùΣ[Ø⁄ϕΘÕ−

<′Ω ÏÓλΣδΚρ ≅ς′Υο Κγ′Κ↓ο
ΑƒχΚλ ùΜÛιΘ Øû∴€τ[∴− ΒϕΘ
ÏÓλΣδΚûΖε úΜνϕΘ ∆ß↑∴νΚÞχÏ
⁄χùΚγ ↑♣úΥô€χΚκΣÓ€[Õ−

<ùΣÚλΣôÛλ úΘνΘοΚρ ΜôΘôςΠ
Ï ⁄ Τχ ΚÞ χÏ  ′ °Υ  ↑ Ú κ Σ ι ûΘ
ΞΨδÏ€τ[∴+ Γù∴±ο ΒςηÓ
ù Σ ↔ Υ  Κ γ ′ Κ Þ λ  ♥ Κ Ü λ

ùΣôÚϕΘΤô∴ûΞ− ùΚôρûΚΚρ Τσßλ
ΡûΟØû[ Βςη⁄Ûλ ΙτßχùΚôτß
ΙιƒÚχ€[Õ−

<ùΣ↔Υ Κγ′ΚÞΟτ Ικ♦Óλ úΣôÕ ′°Υ
Κγ′Κρ Τσßλ ÑúΥεûΜΚρ ùΣÚλ
ΣôΘΚιûΘ Μϕƒχ€τ[∴ν−
ΒϕΘ ΜΞôοΚρ ΒϕƒΥô↑ο ΤγÓΤοΩ+
ΣΩ ⊥∴ΡôΥΚ ΡôÓΚ↓Ûλ ∆ρΖ∴−
Β ϕ Θ  Α Ψ Τ ô ∴  ♦ ς ε Μ û ∴ Κ ρ
⊥ ∴Ρ ô Υ Κ ι ƒ ο  Ρ λ ♦ χû Κ
ùΚôηΟΞνΚÞχÏ ΚΞûΩΥ↓χÏλ
↑_ΥΤôÏλ− Φ∴úΞ Θôτ ΡΤÕ úΘνΘο
Øû[♠ο ≠νƒÚιΘλ ùΜµΥúΞηÓλ
Φτß Ï⁄ΤχΚρ+ ΜêΚ ΑνΞΩνΚρ
Τσßλ ≅ûΤκ×Κρ úΚô↔χûΚ ↑ÓιÕ
Ξ Ú € τ [ ∴ ν −  Ø ⁄ Ù Τ ô >  ′ Ω
≠ ν ƒ Ú ι Θ δ Κ û Ζ κ  Σ σ °  ¿ δ Κ ρ
♣û∴χ€ÈνΚΖô> ΒϕΘ ΜΞôοΚûΖ
ΦƒνùΚôρΖ ΙÚ ΜôΘôςΠ Ï⁄ΤΚτ
Φτ∴ ùΜµΥ Ø⁄Ùλ>

∆δΚρ
Øτú∴σ[ιûΘ
Μ↔ ΣôνχΚÜλ

  Βτß  ΡôûΖ

úΚ←

′ιƒςιûΘ

Σ⁄χΚÜλ
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GLOSSARY
Code of Conduct: A set of norms and guidelines to be followed by
political parties and contesting candidates during election time.
Constituency: Voters in a geographical area who elect a representative to
the legislative bodies.
Incumbent: The current holder of a political office. Usually the choice for
the voters in elections is between the incumbent party or candidate and
those who oppose them.
Level playing field: Condition in which all parties and candidates
contesting in an election have equal opportunities to appeal for votes and
to carry out election campaign.
Rigging: Fraud and malpractices indulged by a party or candidate to
increase its votes. It includes stuffing ballot boxes by a few persons using
the votes of others; recording multiple votes by the same person; and
bribing or coercing polling officers to favour a candidate.
Turnout: The percentage of eligible voters who cast their votes in an election.

1 Which of the following statements about the reasons for conducting
elections are false?
a Elections enable people to judge the performance of the
government.
b People select the representative of their choice in an election.
c Elections enable people to evaluate the performance of the
judiciary.
d People can indicate which policies they prefer.

2 Which of these is not a good reason to say that Indian elections are
democratic?
a India has the largest number of voters in the world.
b India’s Election Commission is very powerful.
c In India, everyone above the age of 18 has a right to vote.
d In India, the losing parties accept the electoral verdict.

3 Match the following :

a It is necessary to keep the
voters list up to date because

b Some constituencies are
reserved for SCs and STs so
that

c Everyone has one and only
one vote so that

d Party in power is not allowed
to use government vehicles
because

exercises

i there is a fair representation of
all sections of our society

ii everyone has equal
opportunity to elect their
representative

iii all candidates must have a fair
chance of competing in
elections

iv some people may have moved
away from the area where they
voted last
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ΡΟιûΘ ↑ƒΚρ 9, úΘνΘο úΡςιƒο ≅ς′Υο Κγ′Κρ Τσßλ úΣôγ⁄♠Óλ úΞγΣôΖνΚρ

♦τΣσ[ úΞη⁄Υ ↑ƒØû[Κρ Τσßλ Ξ→ΚôγÓΘοΚ↓τ ùΘôÏκ×−

ùΘôÏƒ 9, ΙÚ ΞγΟôςκ ΣÏƒ♠ο ∆ρΖ ΞôχΚôΖνΚρ ΜγΟΤτ[ ≅ûΤκ×ΚÞχÏ ΙÚ

♦ςƒ♣ƒûΥι úΘνϕùΘÓχ€[ôνΚρ−

ΣΘ↑♠ο ΒÚκΣΞν 9, ΘσúΣôÕ ≅ς′Υο ΣΘ↑♠ο ΒÚκΣΞν ùΣôÕΞôΚ úΘνΘ←ο
ΞôχΚôΖνΚ↓τ ùΘ↔Ü ΘσúΣôûΘΥ Κγ′ ∋≅( úΞγΣôΖÚχÏλ ≅ΞνΚûΖ ΦƒνκΣΞνΚÞχÏλ

ΒûΟúΥ ΒÚχÏλ−

úΘνΘο úΣôγ⁄χΚΖλ 9, ≅û∴ιÕ Κγ′ΚÞλ+ úΞγΣôΖνΚÞλ ΒÚχÏλ ♣ûΩ úΘνΘ←ο
úΣôγ⁄♠ÓΞÕ ΞôχÏΚûΖ ùΣ[ ΜΤ Ξôµκ×ΚûΖ Τσßλ úΘνΘο ♦ςεΜôςιûΘ úΤσùΚôρΖ

úΞηÓλ−

úΤôΜ⁄ 9, ΙÚ Κγ′ ∋≅( úΞγΣôΖςôο ùΜµΥκΣÓλ úΤôΜ⁄ Τσßλ Øû[úΚÓΚρ ≅Θτ
ΞôχÏΚûΖ ≅ƒΚ↔χÏλ− ΙÚ ′Ων ΣΥτΣÓιƒΥ ΞôχÏ ùΣγ⁄ΚûΖ ≅ûΟκΣÕλ Βƒο
≅ΟδÏλ− Τσ[ΞνΚ↓τ ΞôχÏΚρ− Ιúς ΡΣ↔τ ΣΩ ΞôχÏΚûΖκ ΣƒÜ ùΜµΘο Τσßλ
ΙÚ úΞγΣôΖÚχÏ ΑΘςΞôΚ ΞôχÏΜôΞ⁄ ≅ƒΚô↔ΚÞχÏ ΩφΜλ ùΚôÓκΣÕ ∋≅(

Ξσ×ßιÕΞÕ−

ΣƒΞô∴ ΞôχÏΚρ 9, úΘνΘ←ο ΞôχΚ↓ιΘ+ ΞôχΚ↓χΚχ á⁄Υ ΞôχΚôΖνΚ↓τ ΜΘÅΘλ−

1. ♦τΞÚλ ≅°χûΚΚ↓ο ΦÕ úΘνΘο ΡΟιÕΞΘσΚô∴ ΚôςΠδΚ↓ο ΘΞ[ô∴Õ ΦÕ>
a. úΘνΘοΚρ ΤχΚÞχÏ ≅ςΜôδΚλ ùΜµÙλ ùΜΥοΚûΖ Τƒκ♦Ο Ø⁄Ùλ−
b. úΘνΘ←ο ΤχΚρ ΘδΚÞχÏ ↑ÚκΣΤô∴ ♦ςƒ♣ƒΚûΖ úΘνϕùΘÓχ€[ôνΚρ−
c. úΘνΘοΚρ ΤχΚρ ùΜΥοƒ[û∴ ΤƒκÀÓ ùΜµΥ ¿ƒιÕû[ ∆ΘÜ€[Õ−
d. ΤχΚρ ΘôδΚρ ↑Úλ×λ ùΚôρûΚΚûΖ Ï°κ♦ΟΩôλ−

2. Βƒο ΦÕ ΒϕƒΥ ⊥∴ΡôΥΚ úΘνΘοΚρ Φτß áßΞΘσÏ Μ↔ΥôΚ ΚôςΠλ ΒοΩôΘÕ−
a. ∆Ω€úΩúΥ ≅ƒΚ ΞôχΚôΖνΚûΖχ ùΚôηΟÕ ΒϕƒΥô−
b. ΒϕƒΥ úΘνΘο ΑûΠΥλ ♥ΚÜλ Μχƒ ΞôµϕΘÕ−
c. ΒϕƒΥô↑ο 07 ΞΥÕ úΤσΣγΟΞνΚÞχÏ ΞôχΚ↓χÏλ ∆↔ûΤ ∆ηÓ−

d. ΒϕƒΥô↑ο úΘôο↑ ≅ûΟϕΘ Κγ′Κρ úΘνΘο ¾νκûΣ ΓσßχùΚôρ€τ[∴−

3. ♦τΞÚΞ∴Ξσû[ ùΣôÚιΘÜλ

a. ΞôχΚôΖν Σγ⁄ΥûΩ ×Õκ♦ιΘ ♣ûΩ♠ο i ΡΤÕ ΜêΚιƒο ≅û∴ιÕ ♦↔↑∴ÚχÏλ
ûΞιƒÚκΣÕ ≅Ξ′Υλ Γù∴±ο   ♣ΥôΥΤô∴ ♦ςƒ♣ƒιÕΞλ ∆ρΖÕ−

b. ′Ω ùΘôÏƒΚρ SC Τσßλ ST ♦↔↑∴ÚχÏ ii ΙπùΞôÚΞÚχÏλ ΘδΚρ ♦ςƒ♣ƒΚûΖι
ΙÕχΚκΣγÓρΖ∴−   úΘνϕùΘÓχΚ ΜΤ Ξôµκ×ρΖÕ−

c. ΙπùΞôÚΞÚχÏλ ΙÚ ΞôχÏ iii ≅û∴ιÕ ΞôχΚôΖνΚÞχÏλ úΘνΘ←ο
ΤγÓúΤ ∆ρΖÕ ≅Θ∴ôο    úΣôγ⁄♠Ο ♣ΥôΥΤô∴ ΞôµκûΣκ

   ùΣσ°ÚχΚ úΞηÓλ−

d. Αγ′♠ο ΒÚχÏλ Κγ′Κρ ≅ςÑ iv ′Ων ΘôδΚρ ΚûΟ′ΥôΚ ΞôχΚ↓ιΘ
ΞôΚ∴δΚûΖ ΣΥτΣÓιΘ ≅àΤƒ ΒοûΩ   ΒΟιûΘ ↑γÓ ΡΚνϕƒÚχΚΩôλ−

  Γù∴±ο

ùΜôσΚΖφ′Υλ

Σ♠σ′Κρ
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4 List all the different election related activities mentioned in the chapter
and arrange them in a time sequence, beginning with the first activity
and ending with the last. Some of these activities are given below:
releasing election manifestos; counting of votes; making of voters’
list; election campaign; declaration of election results; casting of
votes; ordering of re-poll; announcing election schedule; filing
nomination.

5 Surekha is an officer in-charge of ensuring free and fair elections
in an assembly constituency in a state. Describe what should she
focus on for each of the following stages of election:
a Election campaign
b Polling day
c Counting day

6 The table below gives the proportion of different communities among
the candidates who won elections to the US Congress. Compare these
to the proportion of these communities in the population of the US.
Based on this, would you suggest a system of reservations in the US
Congress? If yes, why and for which communities? If no, why not?

7 Can we draw the following conclusions from the information given
in this chapter? Give two facts to support your position for each of
these.
a Election Commission of India does not have enough powers to

conduct free and fair elections in the country.
b There is a high level of popular participation in the elections in

our country.
c It is very easy for the party in power to win an election.
d Many reforms are needed to make our elections completely free

and fair.

8 Chinappa was convicted for torturing his wife for dowry. Satbir was
held guilty of practicing untouchability. The court did not allow
either of them to contest elections. Does this decision go against the
principles of democratic elections?

9 Here are some reports of electoral malpractices from different parts of
the world. Is there anything that these countries can learn from India
to improve their elections? What would you suggest in each case?
a During an election in Nigeria, the officer in charge of counting

votes deliberately increased the votes of one candidate and declared

Proportion of the community
(in per cent) in the

House of
representatives

8
5

86

Population of US

13
13
70

Blacks
Hispanics
Whites

e
x
e
rc

is
e
s
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4. ≅ιƒΥôΥιƒο Ï°κ♦ΟκΣγÓρΖ ≅û∴ιÕ úΘνΘο ùΘôΟνΣô∴ ΣοúΞß
ùΜΥοΣôÓΚûΖÙλ Σγ⁄Υ←Ó+ ØΘο ùΜΥοΣôγ⁄ο ùΘôΟδ€ ΚûΟ′ Ξûς♠Ωô∴
úΡν  Ξ↔ûΜ♠ο  ≅Ξσû[  Ξ↔ûΜΣÓιΘÜλ−  ΒϕΘ  ΡΟΞ⁄χûΚΚ↓ο  ′Ω  •úΨ
ùΚôÓχΚκΣγÓρΖ∴− úΘνΘο ≅°χûΚΚûΖ ùΞ↓♠ÓΘο9 ΞôχÏ Φη∞χûΚ+
ΞôχΚôΖν Σγ⁄Υο ΘΥô↔ιΘο9 úΘνΘο ♦ςεΜôςλ9 úΘνΘο Ø⁄ÜΚρ ≅°↑κ×9
ΞôχÏκΣƒÜ9 Τß ΞôχùΚÓκ× ΡΟιΘ ∆ιΘςÜ 9 úΘνΘο ≅γΟΞûΠûΥ ≅°↑ιΘο9

úΞγ× Τà ΘôχΚο−

5. ÑúςΚô ΙÚ Τô♣Ωιƒο ∆ρΖ ΙÚ ΜγΟΤτ[ι ùΘôÏƒ♠ο ÑΘϕƒςΤô∴ Τσßλ
♣ΥôΥΤô∴  úΘνΘûΩ  ∆ßƒ  ùΜµÙλ  ≅ƒΚô↔−  úΘνΘ←ο  ♦τΞÚλ  ΙπùΞôÚ

ΚγΟιƒÛλ ≅Ξν Φƒο ΚΞ∴λ ùΜÛιΘ úΞηÓλ ΦτΣûΘ ↑Ξ↔χΚÜλ−

a. úΘνΘο ♦ςεΜôςλ
b. ΞôχÏ ΣƒÜ Ρôρ Τσßλ

c. ΞôχÏ ΦηÔλ Ρôρ

6. ≅ùΤ↔χΚ Κôδ€ς″σΚô∴ úΘνΘοΚ↓ο ùΞσ° ùΣσ[ úΞγΣôΖνΚ↓ο ùΞπúΞß
ΜêΚδΚ↓τ ↑€ΘιûΘ •úΨ ∆ρΖ ≅γΟΞûΠ ΞΨδÏ€[Õ− ≅ùΤ↔χΚ ΤχΚρ
ùΘôûΚ♠ο ∆ρΖ ΒϕΘ ΜêΚδΚ↓τ ↑€ΘιÕΟτ ΒΞσû[ Ικ♦ÓΚ− ΒΘτ
≅⁄κΣûΟ♠ο ≅ùΤ↔χΚ Κôδ€ς″ο ΒΟ ΙÕχ•Ó Øû[ûΥ Σ↔ϕÕûςκÀνΚΖô>

Αλ Φ±ο+ Γτ ΦϕΘ ΜêΚδΚÞχÏ> ΒοûΩ Φτ[ôο Γτ ΒοûΩ>

                                                ΜêΚιƒτ ↑€Θλ ∋ΜΘÅΘιƒο(
        ∆ßκ♦∴ν Φη∞χûΚ  ≅ùΤ↔χΚô↑τ ΤχΚρùΘôûΚ

  ΚßκΣνΚρ           8                     13

  ∝υΣô±χυ           5                     13

  ùΞρûΖΥνΚρ 86                     70

7. ΒϕΘ ≅ιƒΥôΥιƒο ùΚôÓχΚκΣγÓρΖ ΘΚΞοΚ↓ο ΒÚϕÕ ♦τΞÚλ
Ø⁄ÜΚûΖ Ρôλ ΦÓχΚ Ø⁄ÙΤô> ΒûΞ ΙπùΞôτ°σÏλ ∆δΚρ
♣ûΩκΣôγûΟ ΑΘ↔χΚ ΒςηÓ ∆ηûΤΚûΖχ ùΚôÓδΚρ−

a. Ρôγ⁄ο ÑΘϕƒςΤô∴ Τσßλ ♣ΥôΥΤô∴ úΘνΘûΩ ΡΟιΘ ΒϕƒΥ úΘνΘο
ΑûΠΥιƒσÏ úΣôÕΤô∴ ≅ƒΚôςλ ΒοûΩ−

b. Ρλ Ρôγ⁄ο úΘνΘ←ο ≅ƒΚ ≅Ζ↑ο ΤχΚρ ΣδúΚσ× ∆ρΖÕ−
c. úΘνΘ←ο ùΞσ° ùΣßΞÕ Αγ′♠ο ΒÚχÏλ Κγ′χÏ ♥ΚÜλ

Φ↓Θô∴Õ−
d. ΡΤÕ úΘνΘûΩ Øσ°Ûλ ÑΘϕƒςΤôΚÜλ+ úΡνûΤΥôΚÜλ ΡΟιΘ ΣΩ

      ≠νƒÚιΘδΚρ úΘûΞ−
8. ≠∴κΣô ΞςΘγΜû∴ úΚγÓ Τû∴↑ûΥ ′ιςΞûΘ ùΜµΘΘσΚôΚ ΘηΟû∴

ùΣσ[Ξν− ΜιÀν ¾ηΟôûΤûΥχ ΚûΟκ♦⁄ιΘΘôΚ Ïσ[λ ΜôγΟκΣγΟôν− ΒÚΞÚλ
úΘνΘ←ο úΣôγ⁄♠Ο ¿ƒΤτ[λ ≅àΤƒχΚ↑οûΩ− ΒϕΘ Ø⁄Ü ⊥∴ΡôΥΚ
úΘνΘο ùΚôρûΚΚÞχÏ Φƒςô∴Θô>

9. ∆Ω€τ ΣοúΞß ΣÏƒΚ↓←ÚϕÕ úΘνΘο Øû[úΚÓΚρ Σσ°Υ ′Ω
≅°χûΚΚρ ΒδúΚ ∆ρΖ∴− ΒϕΘ ΡôÓΚρ ΘδΚρ úΘνΘοΚûΖ úΤλΣÓιΘ
ΒϕƒΥô↑Ολ ΒÚϕÕ ΚσßχùΚôρΖ ΓΘôΞÕ ΒÚχ€[Θô> ΙπùΞôÚ
↑_ΥιƒÛλ ¿δΚρ Φτ∴ Σ↔ϕÕûςχ€ÈνΚρ>
a.  ûΡË↔Υô↑ο ΙÚ úΘνΘ←τ úΣôÕ+ ΞôχÏΚûΖ Φτàλ ùΣôßκ♦ο
  ΒÚϕΘ ≅ƒΚô↔ ΙÚ úΞγΣôΖ↔τ ΞôχÏΚûΖ úΞηÓùΤτú[ ≅ƒΚ↔ιÕ
   ≅°↑ιΘôν−≅Ξν úΘνϕùΘÓχΚκΣγΟôν− ΙÚ úΞγΣôΖÚχÏ ΣƒΞô∴ ΗϕÕ ΩγΜιƒσÏλ

Σ
♠

σ
′
Κ
ρ
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exerciseshim elected. The court later found out that more than five lakh
votes cast for one candidate were counted in favour of another.

b Just before elections in Fiji, a pamphlet was distributed warning
voters that a vote for former Prime Minister, Mahendra Chaudhry
will lead to bloodshed. This was a threat to voters of Indian origin.

c In the US, each state has its own method of voting, its own
procedure of counting and its own authority for conducting
elections. Authorities in the state of Florida took many
controversial decisions that favoured Mr. Bush in the presidential
elections in 2000. But no one could change those decisions.

10 Here are some reports of malpractices in Indian elections. Identify
what the problem in each case is. What should be done to correct the
situation?
a Following the announcement of elections, the minister promised

to provide financial aid to reopen the closed sugar mill.
b Opposition parties alleged that their statements and campaign

was not given due attention in Doordarshan and All India Radio.
c An inquiry by the Election Commission showed that electoral rolls

of a state contain name of 20 lakh fake voters.
d The hoodlums of a political party were moving with guns,

physically preventing supporters of other political parties to meet
the voters and attacking meetings of other parties.

11 Ramesh was not in class when this chapter was being taught. He
came the next day and repeated what he had heard from his father.
Can you tell Ramesh what is wrong with these statements?
a Women always vote the way men tell them to. So what is the point

of giving them the right to vote?
b Party politics creates tension in society. Elections should be

decided by consensus not by competition.
c Only graduates should be allowed to stand as candidates for

elections.

Assembly elections are usually held every year in a few states of the
country. You can collect information about the elections that take place
during this session. While collecting news items, divide these into three
parts:

 Important events that took place before the election – main agenda
discussed by political parties; information about people’s demand;
role of the Election Commission.

 Important events on the day of the election and counting – turnout
in elections; reports of malpractice; re-polls; the types of
predictions made; and the final outcome.

 Post elections – reasons offered by political parties for winning or
losing elections; analysis of the election verdict by the media;
selection of the Chief Minister.
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≅ƒΚΤô∴ ΞôχÏΚρ Τσù[ôÚ úΞγΣôΖÚχÏ ΑΘςΞôΚ ΦηΠκΣγΟûΘ ¿ƒΤτ[λ

♦τ∴ν ΚηΟ°ϕΘÕ−

b. ♦≥♠ο úΘνΘÛχÏ Øτ×+ Øτ∴ôρ ♦ςΘΤν ΤúΚϕƒς ΜÜι↔χÏ ΞôχΚ↓κΣÕ
ΒςιΘχΚΖ↔χÏ Ξ→ΞÏχÏλ Φτß ΞôχΚôΖνΚÞχÏ ΙÚ ÕηÓκ ♦ςÑςλ
↑♣úΥô€χΚκΣγΟÕ− ΒÕ ΒϕƒΥ ΞλΜôΞ↓ ΞôχΚôΖνΚÞχÏ ≅εÑßιΘΩôΚ
ΒÚϕΘÕ−

c. ≅ùΤ↔χΚô↑ο+ ΙπùΞôÚ Τô♣ΩιƒσÏλ ≅Θτ ùΜôϕΘ ΞôχΚ↓χÏλ Øû[+
≅Θτ ùΜôϕΘ ΦηÔλ ΡûΟØû[ Τσßλ úΘνΘοΚûΖ ΡΟιÕΞΘσΚô∴ ≅Θτ
ùΜôϕΘ ≅ƒΚôςλ ∆ρΖ∴− ×úΖô↔Οô ΤôΚôΠιƒο ∆ρΖ ≅ƒΚô↔Κρ 1/// Αλ
ΑηÓ ⊥∴ôƒΣƒ úΘνΘ←ο ƒÚ+×ω_øχÏ ΜôΘΚΤôΚ ΣΩ ΜνεûΜχÏ↔Υ Ø⁄ÜΚûΖ
ΦÓιΘ∴ν− Α∴ôο ≅ϕΘ Ø⁄ÜΚûΖ ΥôςôÛλ Τôσ[ Ø⁄Υ↑οûΩ−

10. ΒϕƒΥ úΘνΘοΚ↓ο Øû[úΚÓΚρ Σσ°Υ ′Ω ≅°χûΚΚρ ΒδúΚ ∆ρΖ∴− ΙπùΞôÚ
↑_ΥιƒÛλ Φτ∴ ♦ςεΜû∴ ΦτΣûΘ ≅ûΟΥôΖλ ΚôΠÜλ ♣ûΩûΤûΥ Μ↔ùΜµΥ

Φτ∴ ùΜµΥ úΞηÓλ>

a. úΘνΘο ≅°↑χΚκΣγΟûΘι ùΘôΟνϕÕ+ êΟκΣγΟ ΜνχΚûς ΑûΩûΥ ÁηÓλ

ƒ[χΚ ♣ƒÙΘ↑ ΞΨδÏΞΘôΚ ≅ûΤεΜν ∆ßƒΥ↓ιΘôν−
b. çνΘν_τ Τσßλ ≅€Ω ΒϕƒΥ Ξôù∴ô←♠ο ≅ΞνΚ↓τ ≅°χûΚΚρ Τσßλ

♦ςεΜôςδΚρ ∆↔Υ ΚΞ∴λ ùΜÛιΘκΣΟ↑οûΩ Φτß ΦƒνΚγ′Κρ Ïσ[λ Μôγ⁄∴−
c. ΙÚ Τô♣Ωιƒτ ΞôχΚôΖν Σγ⁄Υ←ο 1/ ΩγΜλ úΣô← ΞôχΚôΖνΚρ ΒÚκΣÕ

úΘνΘο ΑûΠΥιƒτ ↑Μôςû∴♠ο ùΘ↔ΥΞϕÕρΖÕ−
d. ΙÚ ≅ς′Υο Κγ′♠τ úΣγûΟχΚôςνΚρ ÕκΣôχ€ ΓϕƒΥΣ⁄ ΡΚνϕÕ Τσ[ ≅ς′Υο

Κγ′Κ↓τ ΑΘςΞôΖνΚρ ΞôχΚôΖνΚûΖε ΜϕƒχΚ ↑ΟôΤο ΘÓιΘ∴ν Τσßλ

♦[ Κγ′Κ↓τ áγΟδΚûΖι Θôχ€∴ν−

11. ΒϕΘ ≅ιƒΥôΥλ Κσ♦χÏλ úΣôÕ ςúΤω ΞÏκ♦ο ΒοûΩ− ΤßΡôρ ΞϕÕ ≅κΣô↑Ολ
úΚγΟûΘúΥ ƒÚλΣ+ ƒÚλΣε ùΜôτ∴ôν− ΒϕΘ ≅°χûΚΚ↓ο Φτ∴ ΘΞß Φτß

ςúΤ×Ολ ùΜôοΩ Ø⁄ÙΤô>

a. ùΣηΚρ ΦκúΣôÕλ ΑηΚρ ùΜôοΞûΘκ úΣôΩúΞ ΞôχΚ↓χ€[ôνΚρ−

≅κΣ⁄ùΥτ[ôο ≅ΞνΚÞχÏ ΞôχÏ↔ûΤ ≅↓ιÕ Φτ∴ ΣΥτ>
b. Κγ′ ≅ς′Υο ΜêΚιƒο ΣΘσ[ιûΘ ∆ÚΞôχÏ€[Õ− úΘνΘο ΡΟχΚ úΞηÓλ

úΣôγ⁄Υôο ≅οΩ ΙÚ♥ιΘ ΚÚιÕΟτ Ø⁄Ü ùΜµΥκΣγΟÕ−

c. ΣγΟΘô↔ΚûΖ ΤγÓúΤ úΘνΘ←ο úΞγΣôΖςôΚ ♣ßιΘ ≅àΤƒχΚ úΞηÓλ−

Ρôγ⁄τ ΙÚ ′Ω Τô♣ΩδΚ↓ο ΙπùΞôÚ ΑηÓλ ΜγΟΜûΣ úΘνΘο ΡûΟùΣßΞÕ

ΞΨχΚλ− ΒϕΘ ≅Τν↑τúΣôÕ ΡûΟùΣßλ úΘνΘοΚρ Σσ°Υ ΘΚΞοΚûΖ ¿δΚρ

úΜΚ↔χΚΩôλ− ùΜµƒΚûΖ úΜΚ↔χÏλ úΣôÕ ΒΞσû[ êτß ΣÏƒΚΖôΚ ♦↔χΚÜλ−

< ≅ς′Υο Κγ′ΚΖôο ↑ΞôƒχΚκΣÓλ úΘνΘο Øχ€Υ ♣Κθε′ ♣ςÛχÏ Øτ ΡΟϕΘ

Øχ€Υ ♣ΚθÜΚρ+ ΤχΚ↓τ úΚô↔χûΚ Σσ°Υ ΘΚΞοΚρ+ úΘνΘο ΑûΠΥιƒτ

ΣδÏ+

< úΘνΘο Ρô↓ο Øχ€Υ ♣ΚθÜΚρ Τσßλ úΘνΘο+ ΞôχÏ Φη∞χûΚ+ Øû[úΚÓ

Σσ°Υ ≅°χûΚΚρ+ Τß ΞôχùΚÓκ×9 ùΜµΥκΣγΟ Κ∞κ×Κ↓τ ΞûΚΚρ Τσßλ

Βßƒ Ø⁄Ü−

< úΘνΘÛχÏ ♦ϕûΘΥ ≅ς′Υο Κγ′Κρ ùΞσ°χΚô∴ ΚôςΠδΚρ ∋≅( úΘνΘ←ο

úΘôο↑9 ΕΟΚδΚρ êΩλ úΘνΘο ¾νκ× ΣÏκΣôµÜ9 ØΘοΞν úΘνÜ−

Σ♠σ′Κρ

  ùΜµƒιΘôρΚûΖ
      Σ⁄κúΣôλ
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Is Electoral Literacy Club (ELC) functioning in
your school? For details about Systematic Voters’
Education and Electoral Participation (SVEEP)
programme of the Election Commission of India,
visit http://ecisveep.nic.in

How did your school celebrate the National Voters’ Day
on 25th January? Did you take the NVD Pledge?

National Voters’ Day (NVD) Pledge

We, the citizens of India, having abiding faith in
democracy, hereby pledge to uphold the democratic
traditions of our country and the dignity of free, fair
and peaceful elections, and to vote in every election
fearlessly and without being influenced by
considerations of religion, race, caste, community,
language or any inducement.

The tableau of the Election Commission of India passes through the Rajpath, New Delhi, on the occasion
of the 67th Republic Day Parade in 2016.
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úΘ′Υ ΞôχΚôΖν ƒ∴ (NVD) ∆ßƒùΤô→

ΒϕƒΥ Ï⁄ΤχΚΖô€Υ Ρôλ ⊥∴ΡôΥΚιƒτ
ÁÕ ∆ßƒΥô∴ Ρλ♦χûΚ ùΚôηÓ+ ΡΤÕ
Ρôγ⁄ο ⊥∴ΡôΥΚ Τς×ΚûΖÙλ+ ÑΘϕƒςιƒτ
ΤôηûΣÙλ ♣ûΩ♣ßιÕΞΘσÏ ΒΘτ
êΩλ ∆ßƒ ≅↓χ€ú[ôλ− ♣ΥôΥΤô∴
Τσßλ ≅ûΤƒΥô∴ úΘνΘοΚρ+ ΙπùΞôÚ
úΘνΘ←Ûλ ≅εΜ♥τ° ΤΘλ+ Β∴λ+ Μôƒ+
ΜêΚλ Α€ΥΞσ°τ ΘôχΚλ ΒοΩôΤο
ΞôχΚ↓χΚ úΞηÓλ+

⊥∴Ξ↔ 14 ≅τß úΘ′Υ ΞôχΚôΖν ƒ∴λ ∆δΚρ
Σρ↓♠ο ΦπΞôß ùΚôηΟôΟκΣγΟÕ> úΘ′Υ ΞôχΚôΖν ƒ∴
∆ßƒùΤô→ûΥ (NVD) ΦÓι¾νΚΖô>

∆δΚρ Σρ↓♠ο úΘνΘο ΦÝιΘ°Ü ΚΨΚλ
(ELC) ΒΥδÏ€[Θô> ΒϕƒΥ úΘνΘο
ΑûΠΥιƒτ Øû[Υô∴ ΞôχΚôΖν Κο↑
Τσßλ úΘνΘο ΣδúΚσ× (SUEEP ƒγΟλ
Σ σ °Υ  ↑ Ξ ς δ Κ Þ χ Ï  http://
ecisueep.nic.in Η ΣôνχΚÜλ−

1/05 Αλ ΑηÓ 56ΞÕ Ï⁄ΥςÑ ƒ∴ ≅∞ΞÏκ♦τ úΣôÕ ΒϕƒΥ úΘνΘο ΑûΠΥιƒτ
ΞôΚ∴λ ×Õ⁄ο← ςôϖΣôι Ξ→ΥôΚ ùΜο€[Õ−

ΞôχΚôΖν ΦÝιΘ°Ü ÏÝ
ΞΖ ΓÓ

8 Αλ ΞÏκ×
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