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LEARNING OUT COMES

The Students will be able to

1. India - Size and Locaton

1. Locate the States, their capitals, Union territories, borders, neighbouring
countries and water bodies etc on the map of India.

2. Identify the longitudinal and latitudinal extent of India.

3. Analyse the strategic position of India in South Asian countries.

4. Explain the concept of the standard time and calculate the Indian Standard
Time.

5. Appreciate the natural resources of India and evaluate its usage.

. Physical Features of India
. Differentiate between the physical features of India.

. Compare the relief features of India with its adjacent countries.

w N~ N

. Discuss the role the Northern Plains as the granary of the country and appreciate
the plateau as the store house of minerals.

4. Compare and differentiate between the Western and the Eastern coastal plains.

5. Analyse and evaluate the Great Indian Desert, Islands and life styles of people

living there.

3. Drainage

1. Appreciate the drainage system in India and locate the river system on the map
of India.

. Understand the differences between the Himalayan and the Peninsular rivers.

. Describe the key role of rivers in the Indian economy.

. Analyse the causes of river pollution and its impact on the lifestyle of the people.

o & W N

. Appreciate the tourist spots on the banks of the rivers and lake views.
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the world. It has achieved multi-faceted

socio-economic progress during the last
five decades. It has moved forward displaying
remarkable progress in the field of
agriculture, industry, technology and
overall economic development. India has
also contributed significantly to the making
of world history.

India is one of the ancient civilisations in

LocCATION

India is a vast country. Lying entirely in the
Northern hemisphere (Figure 1.1) the main
land extends between latitudes 8°4'N and
37°6'N and longitudes 68°7'E and 97°25'E.

180°W 150°  120°

INDIA — S1ZE AND LOCATION

The Tropic of Cancer (23° 30'N) divides the
country into almost two equal parts. To the
southeast and southwest of the mainland, lie
the Andaman and Nicobar islands and the
Lakshadweep islands in Bay of Bengal and
Arabian Sea respectively. Find out the extent
of these groups of islands from your atlas.

Do You Know?{ . | The southernmost point of

the Indian Union- ‘Indira Point’ got submerged under
the sea water in 2004 during the Tsunami.

S1zE

The land mass of India has an area of 3.28
million square km. India’s total area accounts
for about 2.4 per cent of the total geographical
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Figure 1.1 : India in the World
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area of the world. From Figure 1.2 it is clear
that India is the seventh largest country of
the world. India has a land boundary of
about 15,200 km and the total length of the
coastline of the mainland, including
Andaman and Nicobar and Lakshadweep,
is 7,516.6 km.

India is bounded by the young fold
mountains in the northwest, north and
northeast. South of about 22° north
latitude, it begins to taper, and extends
towards the Indian Ocean, dividing it into
two seas, the Arabian Sea on the west and
the Bay of Bengal on its east.

Look at Figure 1.3 and note that the
latitudinal and longitudinal extent of the
mainland is about 30°. Despite this fact, the
east-west extent appears to be smaller than
the north-south extent.

From Gujarat to Arunachal Pradesh,
there is a time lag of two hours. Hence, time
along the Standard Meridian of India
(82°30'E) passing through Mirzapur (in
Uttar Pradesh) is taken as the standard time
for the whole country. The latitudinal extent
influences the duration of day and night, as
one moves from south to north.

Fu@ﬁut

Why 82°30'E has been selected as the Standard
Meridian of India?

e Why is the difference between the durations
of day and night hardly felt at Kanniyakumari
but not so in Kashmir?

INDIA AND THE WORLD

The Indian landmass has a central location
between the East and the West Asia. India is a
southward extension of the Asian continent. The
trans Indian Ocean routes, which connect the
countries of Europe in the West and the
countries of East Asia, provide a strategic central
location to India. Note that the Deccan Peninsula
protrudes into the Indian Ocean, thus helping
India to establish close contact with West Asia,
Africa and Europe from the western coast and
with Southeast and East Asia from the eastern
coast. No other country has a long coastline on
the Indian Ocean as India has and indeed, it is
India’s eminent position in the Indian Ocean,
which justifies the naming of an Ocean after it.

Do You Know! Since the opening of the
Suez Canal in 1869, India’s distance from Europe
has been reduced by 7,000 km.
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Source : United Nations Demographic Year Book 2015

Figure 1.2 : Seven Largest Countries of the World

8 INDIA-SIZE AND LOCATION



( -):;}a.zn
o KK A

M ads 2y Sular sl SasoJiakr 1 1.3 Jé

e~



T
840 8%° 92° i

--36°N—

;:'\ P ,1._.. 5. E
L A € BANGLADESHJJ y s
p W e

ARABIAN
SEA |

Uelpuay piepuejg

: | BAY OF
BENGAL

asjouiollM ¥712€

.'
i °
s

e

g

ANDAMAN & ngoam ISLANDS
(NOIA)

-
KSHADWEEP
;LA (INDIA)

£ ANSO

72|§"E 76°

BN

o TE  Ofgas]

Figure 1.3 : India : Extent and Standard Meridian

8 INDIA-SIZEAND



JQ)J(&J?(@U’/)M{DM@U‘}U‘@? : 1.4‘}¢

-
d}’}a’l/a’l/é UL J}”/Jl(}/’ ° é"_—-(r;hﬂ
LISU
*’LK/MLJL}//J’G/LJLJW’LLJ °
u“du/d’wu,u“y/wmu*Ju’u*’tm .
fur
J..)' % Jgfg‘{dﬁ.w) L/(U;’,(:J U'Ufu,;’u’i.lg °
cewp AL G
Gk (i)l (i) o (i) 'L ()
VA ISP NSy Pt o (5129
e Ju k. sllAue J/&’uic ulf;‘f»’dg(a}')&
Py

d/(puu"ul/»/‘&c 1947 QwabVTg
Lo /uwmwum.u*‘ﬁywuﬂ.fu” L
S B daure§ wurﬁﬁv‘fuﬁ{u Plos /P
fufd‘uwdyw/L; L3 85L U far®
BYS

chu‘?‘a/l’%cula Lgb&c}t’ahilxégj
e el UL e Wl Jle =1l
(-:,34_ s gl; u&wﬁ u;/”lf(:_u“?é_’/?u.lzjuf'/
FUIL snr et &\ AL S
- /)uﬁ.fulu(

Lol Pl IS G L EB L ULl
M'J%Mru:iw/tff'“@”rnﬂ'w'ﬁél-‘aé% Lou e
J‘L:&w_.jl_jjuﬁf%ég;az, )w(wjd/lﬁfw
U-E L b bd Ut MWL e s E sl
ISt L pn K G5 EJey %L
I R I SR

HWry Lk
28 s Ykt v c«:’?dyguﬁ .l;?.i REcgO
(1.5 )i w$r8.s05

e~




L AN 5 S

== == = Sea Routes

i Not to Scale 60°
1

LY
100° Laz0r \

148
MONGOLIA ,) ' JAPAN 300 M
Y A
1
27, s
’ ﬂ#"- 200 A

1 1

Figure 1.4 : India on International Highway of Trade and Commerce

India’s contacts with the World have
continued through ages but her relationships
through the land routes are much older than
her maritime contacts. The various passes
across the mountains in the north have
provided passages to the ancient travellers,
while the oceans restricted such interaction
for a long time.

These routes have contributed in the
exchange of ideas and commodities since
ancient times. The ideas of the Upanishads
and the Ramayana, the stories of Panchtantra,
the Indian numerals and the decimal system
thus could reach many parts of the world. The
spices, muslin and other merchandise were
taken from India to different countries. On the
other hand, the influence of Greek sculpture,
and the architectural styles of dome and
minarets from West Asia can be seen in
different parts of our country.

InDIA’S NEIGHBOURS

India occupies an important strategic position
in South Asia. India has 28 states and Eight
Union Territories (Figure 1.5).

Fu@)ﬁut e The number of Union Territories
along the western and eastern coasts.
e Area-wise which is the smallest and which is
the largest state?
e The states which do not have an

international border or lie on the coast.

e Classify the states into four groups each
having common frontiers with
(i) Pakistan, (i) China, (iii) Myanmar, and
(iv) Bangladesh.

India shares its land boundaries with
Pakistan and Afghanistan in the northwest,
China (Tibet), Nepal and Bhutan in the north
and Myanmar and Bangladesh in the east.
Our southern neighbours across the sea
consist of the two island countries, namely

Do You Know! Before 1947, there were two

types of states in India — the provinces and the
Princely states. Provinces were ruled directly by
British officials, who were appointed by the
Viceroy. Princely states were ruled by local,
hereditary rulers, who acknowledged sovereignity
in return for local autonomy.

.~ 1 INDIA- SIZE AND LOCATION
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Figure 1.5 : India and Adjacent Countries

Sri Lanka and Maldives. Sri Lanka is separated
from India by a narrow channel of sea formed
by the Palk Strait and the Gulf of Mannar,
while Maldives Islands are situatedto the
south of the Lakshadweep Islands.

Do You KHOW?

among the students about the country’s natu

India has had strong geographical and
historical links with her neighbours. Look at
the physical map of Asia in your atlas, and
note how India stands apart from the rest of
Asia.

School Bhuvan is a portal providing map-based learning to bring awareness

ral resources, environment and their role in

sustainable development. It is an initiative of Bhuvan — NRSC/ISRO based on NCERT syllabus.
You can explore various maps of India related to the secondary stage on https://bhuvan-

appl.nrsc.gov.in/mhrd_ncert/
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EXERCISE

1. Choose the right answer from the four alternatives given below.
(i) The Tropic of Cancer does not pass through

(a) Rajasthan (c) Chhattisgarh
(b) Odisha (d) Tripura
(i) The easternmost longitude of India is
(a) 97°25'E (¢ 77°6'E
(b) 68°7'E (d) 82°32'E
(ii) Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, West Bengal and Sikkim have common
frontiers with
(a) China (c) Nepal
(b) Bhutan (d) Myanmar

(iv) If you intend to visit Kavarati during your summer vacations, which one of
the following Union Territories of India you will be going to
(a) Puducherry (c) Andaman and Nicobar
(b) Lakshadweep (d) Daman and Diu
(v) My friend hails from a country which does not share land boundary with
India. Identify the country.
(a) Bhutan (c) Bangladesh
(b) Tajikistan (d) Nepal
2 Answer the following questions briefly.
(i) Name the group of islands lying in the Arabian Sea.
(ii) Name the countries which are larger than India.
(ii) Which island group of India lies to its south-east?
(iv) Which island countries are our southern neighbours?
3 The sun rises two hours earlier in Arunachal Pradesh as compared to Gujarat
in the west but the watches show the same time. How does this happen?

4 The central location of India at the head of the Indian Ocean is considered of
great significance. Why?

|MAPSKILLS

1. Identify the following with the help of map reading.

(i) The island groups of India lying in the Arabian Sea and the Bay of Bengal.
(i) The countries constituting Indian subcontinent.

(ii) The States through which the Tropic of Cancer passes.

(iv) The northernmost latitude in degrees.
(v) The southernmost latitude of the Indian mainland in degrees.

(vi) The eastern and the western-most longitude in degrees.

(vii) The place situated on the three seas.

(viii) The strait separating Sri Lanka from India.

(ix) The Union Territories of India.

| ProJeEcT/ACTIVITY

(i) Find out the longitudinal and latitudinal extent of your state.

(ii) Collect information about the ‘Silk Route’. Also find out the new
developments, which are improving communication routes in the regions of
high altitude.

14 INDIA- SIZE AND LOCATION
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HIWER 3

“ 7 ou have already learnt earlier that
India is a vast country with varied land
forms. What kind of terrain do you live

in? If you live in the plains, you are familiar
with the vast stretches of plain land. In
contrast, if you live in hilly region, the rugged
terrain with mountains and valleys are
common features. In fact, our country has
practically all major physical features of the
earth, i.e., mountains, plains, deserts,
plateaus and islands.

The land of India displays great physical
variation. Geologically, the Peninsular Plateau
constitutes one of the ancient landmasses on
the earth’s surface. It was supposed to be one
of the most stable land blocks. The Himalayas
and the Northern Plains are the most recent
landforms. From the view point of geology,
Himalayan mountains form an unstable zone.
The whole mountain system of Himalaya
represents a very youthful topography with
high peaks, deep valleys and fast flowing rivers.
The northern plains are formed of alluvial
deposits. The peninsular plateau is composed
of igneous and metamorphic rocks with gently
rising hills and wide valleys.

MAJorR PHYSIOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS

The physical features of India can be
grouped under the following physiographic

PuysicAL FEATURES OF INDIA

divisions (Figure 2.2):

(1) The Himalayan Mountains
(2) The Northern Plains

(3) The Peninsular Plateau

(4) The Indian Desert

(5) The Coastal Plains

(6) The Islands

The Himalayan Mountains

The Himalayas, geologically young and
structurally fold mountains stretch over the
northern borders of India. These mountain
ranges run in a west-east direction from the
Indus to the Brahmaputra. The Himalayas
represent the loftiest and one of the most
rugged mountain barriers of the world. They
form an arc, which covers a distance of about
2,400 Km. Their width varies from 400 Km in
Kashmir to 150 Km in Arunachal Pradesh. The
altitudinal variations are greater in the eastern
half than those in the western half. The
Himalaya consists of three parallel ranges in
its longitudinal extent. A number of valleys lie
between these ranges. The northern-most
range is known as the Great or Inner
Himalayas or the Himadri. It is the most
continuous range consisting of the loftiest
peaks with an average height of
6,000 metres. It contains all prominent
Himalayan peaks.

.~ 18 PHYSICAL FEATURES OF INDIA
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Figure 2.1 : Himalayas

Some Highest Peaks of the Himalayas

Peak Country Height
in metres
Mt. Everest Nepal 8848
KanchenJunga India . 8598
Nepal 8481
Nepal 8172
India 8126
Nepal & 8078
India™ 35 "% 7810,
India 7756 }-.
; India 7756
»Gurla Mandhata Nepal 7’1/'4& 5 _.,,.. g

The folds of the Great Himalayas are
asymmetrical in nature. The core of this part
of Himalayas is composed of granite. It is
perennially snow bound, and a number of
glaciers descend from this range.

f ut e The names of the glaciers and
passes that lie in the Great Himalayas.
e The name of the states where the highest
peaks are located.

The range lying to the south of the
Himadri forms the most rugged mountain
system and is known as Himachal or lesser
Himalaya. The ranges are mainly composed
of highly compressed and altered rocks. The
altitude varies between 3,700 and 4,500
metres and the average width is of 50 Km.
While the Pir Panjal range forms the longest
and the most important range, the Dhaula
Dhar and the Mahabharat ranges are also
prominent ones. This range consists of the
famous valley of Kashmir, the Kangra and
Kullu Valley in Himachal Pradesh. This
region is well-known for its hill stations.

Firld out
e Location of Mussoorie, Nainital,
Ranikhet from your atlas and also name the state
where they are located.

The outermost range of the Himalayas is
called the Shiwaliks. They extend over a

18 PHYSICAL FEATURES OF INDIA



[ 1200- 600 .
[ 600- 300 2 ':"‘”"é
o =1 300.0
LI 4 E u" J,’-{‘ p 17~
> # " L
P q0
- ,J (DAt b1z
o -t g-
- N o P ae0 o ..; !
rE oW P 3.;1" fvw s?’ uz: -h
Josss? 2.2 P

L




I I
68°E rjpad 76° 80° 84° 88° 92° 96°E

INDIA 36°N —
RELIEF

398

CHINA
(TIBET)

--------------------------------------------

MYANMAR
—20°

20°
ARABIAN
SEA
L 160 ‘
B Above 1200 o/~
[ ] 600-1200 °
[ 300-8600 K
129 :] 0-300 'B.AN%MN
oo [wm=y| Mt Range i * e
f - Y
a’. "g‘ @
! ANDAMAN & NICOBAR ISLANDS
oy (INDIA)
(INDIA) 2, .
— 8°N . 0 200 400 600 km oY g
INDIAN OCEAN *
72°F 76° 84° = o "
I |

Figure 2.2 : Relief

.~ 20 PHYSICAL FEATURES OF INDIA



o s Ll $FTE Jalt ./Ju/
2, br AL e TE ES s

/ulutﬁ U L SR AL oy §F S esinl
UG AUE g R S sy G AL T
WA AR Ay AL 1SS R
Wyt &3 ke s Sl e Fns
Ut endZ S SIS Ul Ut S onsl ULy

S Cls g g S B g St Sty

U 2.4 B

X

;Jwi@(uwuganég L K 5010,
S JEmdl o Upnd 21100 900 Sat
St Fyed b fenive Uind Ja
.:«{,ujénuéﬁc uu}vpgéjimugﬁérupu
a(té u»ugmd/.&’u;bzfu u,l{wﬁ J’):;‘/)’,.;JL’Z
e undyizond sl $omsn-gr b dl

)kJQPJ&/@v/"}QWUUi&#{MU}
FEGL Uy St w S LU
L tnmt iz onbay bl Jo o
Fetblbe 1L S bey b Chuks
Sl Jo A EES e P S
d"uugwéusgﬁdmépzyuw-qrjiu‘%
J/dkyd:;’lndgfuglbfuldl{_‘alrwghuﬁu/“a
L JapLT306nd Ug ik ol b sl
—ebbblbe pt



width of 10-50 Km and have an altitude
varying between 900 and 1100 metres. These
ranges are composed of unconsolidated
sediments brought down by rivers from the
main Himalayan ranges located farthernorth.
These valleys are covered with thick
gravel and alluvium. The longitudinal valley
lying between lesser Himalaya and the
Shiwaliks are known as Duns. Dehra Dun,
Kotli Dun and Patli Dun are some of the
well-known Duns.

Besides the longitudinal divisions, the
Himalayas have been divided on the basis of
regions from west to east. These divisions
have been demarcated by river valleys. For
example, the part of Himalayas lying between
Indus and Satluj has been traditionally
known as Punjab Himalaya but it is also
known regionally as Kashmir and Himachal
Himalaya from west to east respectively. The
part of the Himalayas lying between Satluj
and Kali rivers is known as Kumaon
Himalayas. The Kali and Teesta rivers
demarcate the Nepal Himalayas and the part
lying between Teesta and Dihang rivers is
known as Assam Himalayas. There are
regional names also in these broad

categories. Find out some regional names
of the Himalayas

The Brahmaputra marks the eastern-most
boundary of the Himalayas. Beyond the
Dihang gorge, the Himalayas bend sharply
to the south and spread along the eastern
boundary of India. They are known as the
Purvachal or the Eastern hills and mountains.
These hills running through the north-
eastern states are mostly composed of strong
sandstones, which are sedimentary rocks.
Covered with dense forests, they mostly run
as parallel ranges and valleys. The
Purvachal comprises the Patkai hills, the
Naga hills, the Manipur hills mizo hills.

Figure 2.4 : Mizo Hills
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The Northern Plain

The northern plain has been formed by the
interplay of the three major river systems,
namely — the Indus, the Ganga and the
Brahmaputra along with their tributaries. This
plain is formed of alluvial soil. The deposition
of alluvium in a vast basin lying at the foothills
of the Himalaya over millions of years, formed
this fertile plain. It spreads over an area of 7
lakh sq. km. The plain being about 2400 km
long and 240 to 320 km broad, is a densely
populated physiographic division. With a rich
soil cover combined with adequate water
supply and favourable climate it is
agriculturally a productive part of India.

Figure 2.5 : The Northern Plains

The rivers coming from northern
mountains are involved in depositional work.
In the lower course, due to gentle slope, the
velocity of the river decreases, which results
in the formation of riverine islands.

Do You Know! Majuli, in the Brahmaputra
river, is the largest inhabited riverine island in the
world.

The rivers in their lower course split into
numerous channels due to the deposition of
silt. These channels are known as distributaries.

The Northern Plain is broadly divided into
three sections. The Western part of the
Northern Plain is referred to as the Punjab
Plains. Formed by the Indus and its
tributaries, the larger part of this plain lies
in Pakistan. The Indus and its tributaries —
the Jhelum, the Chenab, the Ravi, the Beas
and the Satluj originate in the Himalaya. This
section of the plain is dominated by the doabs.

Do You Know! ‘Doab’ is made up of two words

— ‘do’ meaning two and ‘ab’ meaning water. Similarly
‘Punjab’, is also made up two words — ‘Punj’ meaning
five and ‘ab’ meaning water.

The Ganga plain extends between Ghaggar
and Teesta rivers. Itis spread over North India
in Haryana, Delhi, U.P., Bihar, partly Jharkhand
and West Bengal. In the East, particularly in
Assam lies the Brahmaputra plain.

The northern plains are generally
described as flat land with no variations in
its relief. It is not true. These vast plains also
have diverse relief features. According to the
variations in relief features, the Northern plains
can be divided into four regions. The rivers,
after descending from the mountains deposit
pebbles in a narrow belt of about 8 to 16 km
in width lying parallel to the slopes of the
Shiwaliks. It is known as bhabar. All the
streams disappear in this bhabarbelt. South
of this belt, the streams and rivers re-emerge
and create a wet, swampy and marshy region
known as terai. This was a thickly forested
region full of wildlife. The forests have been
cleared to create agricultural land and to settle
migrants from Pakistan after partition. Locate
Dudhwa National Park in this region.

The largest part of the northern plain is
formed of older alluvium. It lies above the
floodplains of the rivers and presents a terrace-
like feature. This part is known as bhangar.
The soil in this region contains calcareous
deposits, locally known as kankar. The
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newer, younger deposits of the floodplains
are called khadar. They are renewed almost
every year and so are fertile, thus, ideal for
intensive agriculture.

The Peninsular Plateau

The Peninsular plateau is a tableland
composed of the old crystalline, igneous and
metamorphic rocks. It was formed due to the
breaking and drifting of the Gondwana land
and thus, making it a part of the oldest
landmass. The plateau has broad and shallow
valleys and rounded hills. This plateau
consists of two broad divisions, namely, the
Central Highlands and the Deccan Plateau.
The part of the Peninsular plateau lying to
the north of the Narmada river, covering a
major area of the Malwa plateau, is known
as the Central Highlands. The Vindhyan range
is bounded by the Satpura range on the south
and the Aravalis on the northwest. The further
westward extension gradually merges with the
sandy and rocky desert of Rajasthan. The
flow of the rivers draining this region, namely
the Chambal, the Sind, the Betwa and the
Ken is from southwest to northeast, thus
indicating the slope. The Central Highlands
are wider in the west but narrower in the
east. The eastward extensions of this plateau
are locally known as the Bundelkhand
and Baghelkhand. The Chotanagpur plateau

o
g

] F o - { : A y |
Figure 2.6 : A Waterfall in Chotanagpur Plateau

marks the further eastward extension,
drained by the Damodar river.

The Deccan Plateau is a triangular landmass
that lies to the south of the river Narmada. The
Satpura range flanks its broad base in the north,
while the Mahadev, the Kaimur hills and the
Maikal range form its eastern extensions. Locate
these hills and ranges in the Physical map of
India. The Deccan Plateau is higher in the west
and slopes gently eastwards. An extension of
the Plateau is also visible in the northeast, locally
known as the Meghalaya, Karbi-Anglong
Plateau and North Cachar Hills. It is separated
by a fault from the Chotanagpur Plateau. Three
prominent hill ranges from the west to the east
are the Garo, the Khasi and the Jaintia Hills.

The Western Ghats and the Eastern Ghats
mark the western and the eastern edges of the
Deccan Plateau respectively. Western Ghats lie
parallel to the western coast. They are
continuous and can be crossed through passes
only. Locate the Thal, Bhor and Pal Ghats in
the Physical map of India.

The Western Ghats are higher than the
Eastern Ghats. Their average elevation is
900-1600 metres as against 600 metres of
the Eastern Ghats. The Eastern Ghats
stretch from the Mahanadi Valley to the
Nigiris in the south. The Eastern Ghats
are discontinuous and irregular and
dissected by rivers draining into the Bay
of Bengal. The Western Ghats cause
orographic rain by facing the rain bearing
moist winds to rise along the western slopes
of the Ghats. The Western Ghats are known
by different local names. The height of the
Western Ghats progressively increases from
north to south. The highest peaks include
the Anai Mudi (2,695 metres) and the
Doda Betta (2,637 metres). Mahendragiri
(1,501 metres) is the highest peak in the
Eatern Ghats. Shevroy Hills and the Javadi
Hills are located to the southeast of the

2 PHYSICAL FEATURES OF INDIA
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Eastern Ghats. Locate the famous hill
stations of Udagamandalam, popularly
known as Ooty and the Kodaikanal.

One of the distinct features of the
Peninsular plateau is the black soil area
known as Decean Trap. This is of volcanic
origin, hence, the rocks are igneous. Actually,
these rocks have denuded over time and are
responsible for the formation of black soil. The
Aravali Hills lie on the western and
northwestern margins of the Peninsular
plateau. These are highly eroded hills and are
found as broken hills. They extend from
Gujarat to Delhi in a southwest-northeast
direction.

The Indian Desert

The Indian desert lies towards the western
margins of the Aravali Hills. It is an
undulating sandy plain covered with sand
dunes. This region receives very low rainfall
below 150 mm per year. It has arid climate
with low vegetation cover. Streams appear
during the rainy season. Soon after they
disappear into the sand as they do not have
enough water to reach the sea. Luni is the
only large river in this region.
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Figure 2.7 : The Indian Desert

Barchans (crescent-shaped dunes) cover
larger areas but longitudinal dunes become

more prominent near the Indo-Pakistan
boundary. If you visit Jaisalmer, you may go
to see a group of barchans.

The Coastal Plains

The Peninsular plateau is flanked by stretch
of narrow coastal strips, running along the
Arabian Sea on the west and the Bay of Bengal
on the east. The western coast, sandwiched
between the Western Ghats and the Arabian
Sea, is a narrow plain. It consists of three
sections. The northern part of the coast is
called the Konkan (Mumbai - Goa), the central
stretch is called the Kannad Plain, while the
southern stretch is referred to as the Malabar
coast.

Figure 2.8 : The Coastal Plains

The plains along the Bay of Bengal are
wide and level. In the northern part, it is
referred to as the Northern Circar, while the
southern part is known as the Coromandel
Coast. Large rivers, such as the Mahanadi, the
Godavari, the Krishna and the Kaveri have
formed extensive delta on this coast. Lake
Chilika is an important feature along the
eastern coast.

Do You Know?
The Chilika Lake is the

largest salt water lake in India. It lies in the state
of Odisha, to the south of the Mahanadi delta.

2 PHYSICAL FEATURES OF INDIA
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The Islands

You have already seen that India has a vast
mainland. Besides this, the country has two
groups of islands. Can you identify these island

groups?

Figure 2.9 : An Island

Locate the Lakshadweep Islands group
lying close to the Malabar coast of Kerala.
This group of islands is composed of small
coral isalnds. Earlier they were known as
Laccadive, Minicoy and Amindive. In 1973,
these were named as Lakshadweep. It covers
small area of 32 sq km. Kavaratti island is
the administrative headquarters of
Lakshadweep. This island group has great
diversity of flora and fauna. The Pitti island,
which is uninhabited, has a bird sanctuary.

{"t)arﬁgr reef. frir fand atolls. Tfle Grea :
t'amer Reef of Aust%s-hfgood exa-mplﬁ ofn-s..-"-
the first kind of coral re el A
horse shoe- shama‘.coral reefs.

S o

Now you see the elongated chain of islands
located in the Bay of Bengal extending from
north to south. These are Andaman and
Nicobar islands. They are bigger in size and
are more numerous and scattered. The entire
group of islands is divided into two broad
categories — The Andaman in the north and
the Nicobar in the south. It is believed that
these islands are an elevated portion of
submerged mountains. These island groups
are of great strategic importance for the
country. There is great diversity of flora and
fauna in this group of islands too. These
islands lie close to equator and experience
equatorial climate and has thick forest cover.

Do You Know?

India’s only active volcano is
found on Barren island in Andaman and Nicobar
group of Islands.

A detailed account of the different
physiographic units highlights the unique
features of each region. It would, however,
be clear that each region complements the
other and makes the country richer in its
natural resources. The mountains are the
major sources of water and forest wealth.
The northern plains are the granaries of
the country. They provide the base for
early civilisations. The plateau is a
storehouse of minerals, which has played
a crucial role in the industrialisation of
the country. The coastal region and island
groups provide sites for fishing and port
Thus, the diverse physical
features of the land have immense future
possibilities of development.
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EXERCISE

1. Choose the right answer from the four alternatives given below.
(i) Consider the following statements:
Assertion(A): India is called a peninsula.
Reason(R): A peninsula is a landmass bounded by sea on three sides
and connected to the mainland on one side.
Choose the correct answer from the options given below:
(a) Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A.
(b) Both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A.
(c) Ais true but R is false.
(d) A is false but R is true.

(ii) Mountain ranges in the eastern part of India forming its boundary with
Myanmar are collectively called

(a) Himachal (c) Purvachal

(b) Uttarakhand (d) None of the above
(iili) The western coastal strip, south of Goa is referred to as

(a) Coromandel (c) Kannad

(b) Konkan (d) Northern Circar
(iv) The highest peak in the Eastern Ghats is

(a) Anai Mudi (c) Mahendragiri

(b) Kanchenjunga (d) Khasi

2 Answer the following questions briefly.

(i) What is the bhabar?
(ii) Name the three major divisions of the Himalayas from north to south.
(iii) Which plateau lies between the Aravali and the Vindhyan ranges?
(iv) Name the island group of India having coral origin.
3. Distinguish between
(i) Bhangar and Khadar
(ii) Western Ghats and Eastern Ghats

4. Which are the major physiographic divisions of India? Contrast the relief of the
Himalayan region with that of the Peninsular plateau.

5. Give an account of the Northern Plains of India.
6. Write short notes on the following.
(i) The Indian Desert
(ii) The Central Highlands
(iii) The Island groups of India

| Mar SKILLS
i

On an outline map of India show the following.
(i) Mountain and hill ranges - the Karakoram, the Zaskar, the Patkai Bum,
the Jaintia, the Vindhya range, the Aravali, and the Cardamom hills.
(ii) Peaks — K2, Kanchenjunga, Nanga Parbat and the Anai Mudi.
(iii) Plateaus, Chotanagpur and Malwa
(iv) The Indian Desert, Western Ghats, Lakshadweep Islands

.~ s PHYSICAL FEATURES OF INDIA
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Try to find where these features are located. You may start your search

Locate the peaks, passes, ranges, plateaus, hills, and duns hidden in the puzzle.
horizontally, vertically or diagonally.
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DRAINAGE

4 I N he term drainage describes the river
system of an area. Look at the physical
map. You will notice that small streams

flowing from different directions come together

to form the main river, which ultimately drains
into a large water body such as a lake or a sea
or an ocean. The area drained by a single river
system is called a drainage basin. A closer
observation on a map will indicate that any
elevated area, such as a mountain or an upland,
separates two drainage basins. Such an upland
is known as a water divide (Figure 3.1).

Figure 3.1 : Water Divide

Do You Know { The worlds largest drainage

basin is of the Amazon river

Fil@)ﬁut

e Which river has the largest basin in India?

DRAINAGE SYSTEMS IN INDIA

The drainage systems of India are mainly
controlled by the broad relief features of the
subcontinent. Accordingly, the Indian rivers
are divided into two major groups:

e the Himalayan rivers; and

e the Peninsular rivers.

Apart from originating from the two major
physiographic regions of India, the Himalayan
and the Peninsular rivers are different from
each other in many ways. Most of the
Himalayan rivers are perennial. It means
that they have water throughout the year.
These rivers receive water from rain as well
as from melted snow from the lofty
mountains. The two major Himalayan rivers,
the Indus and the Brahmaputra originate
from the north of the mountain ranges. They
have cut through the mountains making
gorges. The Himalayan rivers have long
courses from their source to the sea.

Figure 3.2 : A Gorge

Y - I DR ATRAGE
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They perform intensive erosional activity
in their upper courses and carry huge loads
of silt and sand. In the middle and the lower
courses, these rivers form meanders, oxbow
lakes, and many other depositional features
in their floodplains. They also have well-
developed deltas (Figure 3.3).

Middle Course

Lower

Figure 3.3 : Some Features Made by Rivers

A large number of the Peninsular rivers
are seasonal, as their flow is dependent on
rainfall. During the dry season, even the large
rivers have reduced flow of water in their
channels. The Peninsular rivers have shorter
and shallower courses as compared to their
Himalayan counterparts. However, some of
them originate in the central highlands and
flow towards the west. Can you identify two
such large rivers? Most of the rivers of
peninsular India originate in the Western
Ghats and flow towards the Bay of Bengal.

The Himalayan Rivers

The major Himalayan rivers are the Indus,
the Ganga and the Brahmaputra. These rivers
are long, and are joined by many large and
important tributaries. A river alongwith its
tributaries may be called a river system.

The Indus River System

The river Indus rises in Tibet, near Lake
Mansarowar. Flowing west, it enters India in the
Ladakh. It forms a picturesque gorge in this
part. Several tributaries, the Zaskar, the Nubra,
the Shyok and the Hunza, join it in the Kashmir
region. The Indus flows through Baltistan and
Gilgit and emerges from the mountains at Attock.
The Satluj, the Beas, the Ravi, the Chenab and
the Jhelum join together to enter the Indus near
Mithankot in Pakistan. Beyond this, the Indus
flows southwards eventually reaching the
Arabian Sea, east of Karachi. The Indus plain
has a very gentle slope. With a total length of
2900 km, the Indus is one of the longest rivers
of the world. A little over a third of the Indus
basin is located in India Ladakh, Jammu and
Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh and Punjab and
the rest is in Pakistan.

Do You Know?
¢ According to the regulations
of the Indus Water Treaty (1960), India can
use only 20 per cent of the total water carried
by the Indus river system. This water is used for
irrigation in Punjab, Haryana and the southern
and the western parts of Rajasthan.

The Ganga River System

The headwaters of the Ganga, called the
‘Bhagirathi’ is fed by the Gangotri Glacier and
joined by the Alaknanda at Devaprayag in
Uttarakhand. At Haridwar, the Ganga emerges
from the mountains on to the plains.

I . T — T
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Figure 3.5 : Confluence of Bhagirathi and Alaknanda at
Devaprayag

The Ganga is joined by many tributaries from
the Himalayas, a few of them being major
rivers, such as the Yamuna, the Ghaghara, the
Gandak and the Kosi. The river Yamuna rises
from the Yamunotri Glacier in the Himalayas.
It flows parallel to the Ganga and as a right
bank tributary meets the Ganga at Allahabad.
The Ghaghara, the Gandak and the Kosi rise
in the Nepal Himalaya. They are the rivers,
which flood parts of the northern plains every
year, causing widespread damage to life and
property, whereas, they enrich the soil for
agricultural use.

The main tributaries, which come from the
peninsular uplands, are the Chambal, the
Betwa and the Son. These rise from semi-arid
areas, have shorter courses and do not carry
much water in them. Find out where and how
they ultimately join the Ganga.

Do You KHOW? e The Namami Gange Programme
is an Integrated Conservation Mission approved as
a ‘flagship programme’ by the Union Government
in June 2014 to accomplish the twin objectives of
effective abatement of pollution, conservation and
rejuvenation of the national river, Ganga. You may
explore about this project at http://nmecg.nic.in/
NamamiGanga.sspx#

Enlarged with the waters from its right and
left bank tributaries, the Ganga flows
eastwards till Farakka in West Bengal. This is

42

the northernmost point of the Ganga delta. The
river bifurcates here; the Bhagirathi-Hooghly
(a distributary) flows southwards through the
deltaic plains to the Bay of Bengal. The
mainstream, flows southwards into
Bangladesh and is joined by the Brahmaputra.
Further downstream, it is known as the
Meghna. This mighty river, with waters from
the Ganga and the Brahmaputra, flows into
the Bay of Bengal. The delta formed by these
rivers is known as the Sundarban Delta.

)
Do You Know?{ -, The Sundarban Delta derived
its name from the Sundari tree, which grows well
in marshland.
e Itis the world’s largest and fastest growing delta.
It is also the home of Royal Bengal tiger.

The length of the Ganga is over 2500 km.
Look at Figure 3.4; can you identify the type of
drainage pattern formed by the Ganga river
system? Ambala is located on the water divide
between the Indus and the Ganga river systems.
The plains from Ambala to the Sunderban
stretch over nearly 1800 km, but the fall in its
slope is hardly 300 metres. In other words, there
is a fall of just one metre for every 6 km.
Therefore, the river develops large meanders.

The Brahmaputra River System

The Brahmaputra rises in Tibet east of
Mansarowar lake very close to the sources of
the Indus and the Satluj. It is slightly longer
than the Indus, and most of its course lies
outside India. It flows eastwards parallel to
the Himalayas. On reaching the Namcha
Barwa (7757 m), it takes a ‘U’ turn and enters
India in Arunachal Pradesh through a gorge.
Here, it is called the Dihang and it is joined by
the Dibang, the Lohit, and many other
tributaries to form the Brahmaputra in Assam.

Do You Know? = | Brahmaputra is known as
the Tsang Po in Tibet and Jamuna in Bangladesh.

DRAINAGE
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In Tibet, the river carries a smaller volume
of water and less silt as it is a cold and a dry
area. In India, it passes through a region of
high rainfall. Here the river carries a large
volume of water and considerable amount of
silt. The Brahmaputra has a braided channel in
its entire length in Assam and forms many riverine
islands. Do you remember the name of the worlds
largest riverine island formed by the Brahmaputra?

Every year during the rainy season, the
river overflows its banks, causing widespread
devastation due to floods in Assam and
Bangladesh. Unlike other north Indian rivers,
the Brahmaputra is marked by huge deposits
of silt on its bed causing the riverbed to rise.
The river also shifts its channel frequently.

The Peninsular Rivers

The main water divide in Peninsular India is
formed by the Western Ghats, which runs from
north to south close to the western coast. Most
of the major rivers of the Peninsula, such as
the Mahanadi, the Godavari, the Krishna and
the Kaveri flow eastwards and drain into the
Bay of Bengal. These rivers make deltas at
their mouths. There are numerous small
streams flowing west of the Western Ghats.
The Narmada and the Tapi are the only long
rivers, which flow west and make esturies. The
drainage basins of the peninsular rivers are
comparatively smaller in size.

The Narmada Basin

The Narmada rises in the Amarkantak hills
in Madhya Pradesh. It flows towards the west
in a rift valley formed due to faulting. On its
way to the sea, the Narmada creates many
picturesque locations. The ‘Marble rocks’,
near Jabalpur, where the Narmada flows
through a deep gorge, and the ‘Dhuadhar
falls, where the river plunges over steep rocks,
are some of the notable ones.
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Do You Kno
® The Narmada river

conservation mission has been undertaken by the
government of Madhya Pradesh by a scheme named
Namami Devi Narmade. You may visit their website.
http://www.namamidevinarmade.mp.gov.in to
learn more about it.

All tributaries of the Narmada are very short
and most of these join the main stream at right
angles. The Narmada basin covers parts of
Madhya Pradesh and Gujarat.

The Tapi Basin

The Tapi rises in the Satpura ranges, in the
Betul district of Madhya Pradesh. It also flows
in a rift valley parallel to the Narmada but it is
much shorter in length. Its basin covers parts
of Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat and Maharashtra.

The coastal plains between Western Ghats
and the Arabian Sea are very narrow. Hence,
the coastal rivers are short. The main west
flowing rivers are Sabarmati, Mabhi,
Bharathpuzha and Periyar. Find out the states
in which these rivers drain the water.

The Godavari Basin

The Godavari is the largest Peninsular river. It
rises from the slopes of the Western Ghats in
the Nasik district of Maharashtra. Its length is
about 1500 km. It drains into the Bay of Bengal.
Its drainage basin is also the largest among the
peninsular rivers. The basin covers parts of
Maharashtra (about 50 per cent of the basin
area lies in Maharashtra), Madhya Pradesh,
Odisha and Andhra Pradesh. The Godavari is
joined by a number of tributaries, such as the
Purna, the Wardha, the Pranhita, the Manjra,
the Wainganga and the Penganga. The last three
tributaries are very large. Because of its length
and the area it covers, it is also known as the
Dakshin Ganga.

The Mahanadi Basin
The Mahanadi rises in the highlands of
Chhattisgarh. It flows through Odisha to reach

DRAINAGE
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the Bay of Bengal. The length of the river is
about 860 km. Its drainage basin is shared by
Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand,
and Odisha.

The Krishna Basin

Rising from a spring near Mahabaleshwar, the
Krishna flows for about 1400 km and reaches
the Bay of Bengal. The Tungabhadra, the
Koyana, the Ghatprabha, the Musi and the
Bhima are some of its tributaries. Its drainage
basin is shared by Maharasthra, Karnataka
and Andhra Pradesh.

The Kaveri Basin

The Kaveri rises in the Brahmagri range of the
Western Ghats and it reaches the Bay of Bengal
in south of Cuddalore in Tamil Nadu. The total
length of the river is about 760 km. Its main
tributaries are Amravati, Bhavani, Hemavati
and Kabini. Its basin drains parts of Karnataka,
Kerala and Tamil Nadu.

Do You KHOW? ¢ The river Kaveri makes the
second biggest waterfall in India, known as
Shivasamudram Falls. The hydroelectric power
generated from the falls is supplied to Mysuru,
Bengaluru and the Kolar Gold Field.

Firld Qut

in India.

e The name of the biggest waterfall

Besides these major rivers, there are some
smaller rivers flowing towards the east. The
Damoder, the Brahmani, the Baitarni and the
Subarnrekha are some notable examples.
Locate them in your atlas.

Do You KHOW? e 71 per cent of the world’s
surface is covered with water, but 97 per cent of
that is salt water.

e Of the 3 per cent that is available as freshwater,
three quarters of it is trapped as ice.

LAKES

You may be familiar with the valley of Kashmir
and the famous Dal Lake, the house boats and
shikaras, which attract thousands of tourists
every year. Similarly, you may have visited
some other tourist spot near a lake and enjoyed
boating, swimming and other water games.
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Imagine that if Srinagar, Nainital and other
tourists places did not have a lake would they
have been as attractive as they are today? Have
you ever tried to know the importance of lakes
in making a place attractive to tourists? Apart
from attraction for tourists, lakes are also useful
to human beings in many ways.

FIr@)ﬁUt ¢ Lakes of large extent are called seas,
like the Caspian, the Dead and the Aral seas.

India has many lakes. These differ from
each other in size and other characteristics.
Most lakes are permanent; some contain water
only during the rainy season, like the lakes in
the basins of inland drainage of semi-arid
regions. There are some lakes which are the
result of the action of glaciers and ice sheets,
while others have been formed by wind, river
action and human activities.

A meandering river across a floodplain
forms cut-offs that later develops into ox-bow
lakes. Spits and bars form lagoons in the
coastal areas, e.g. the Chilika lake, the Pulicat
lake and the Kolleru lake. Lakes in the region
of inland drainage are sometimes seasonal; for
example, the Sambhar lake in Rajasthan, which
is a salt water lake. Its water is used for
producing salt.

Most of the freshwater lakes are in the
Himalayan region. They are of glacial origin.
In other words, they formed when glaciers
dug out a basin, which was later filled with
snowmelt. The Wular lake in Jammu and
Kashmir, in contrast, is the result of tectonic
activity. It is the largest freshwater lake in
India. The Dal lake, Bhimtal, Nainital, Loktak
and Barapani are some other important
freshwater lakes.

Figure 3.6 : Loktak Lake
DRAINAGE
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Apart from natural lakes, the damming of
the rivers for the generation of hydel power
has also led to the formation of lakes, such as
Guru Gobind Sagar (Bhakra Nangal Project).

Activity

Make a list of natural and artificial
lakes with the help of the atlas.

Lakes are of great value to human
beings. A lake helps to regulate the flow of a
river. During heavy rains, it prevents flooding
and during the dry season, it helps to
maintain an even flow of water. Lakes can
also be used for developing hydel power.
They moderate the climate of the
surroundings; maintain the aquatic
ecosystem, enhance natural beauty, help
develop tourism and provide recreation.

RoOLE oF RIVERS IN THE EcoNnoMY

Rivers have been of fundamental importance
throughout the human history. Water from
rivers is a basic natural resource, essential
for various human activities. Therefore,
riverbanks have attracted settlers from ancient
times. These settlements have now become big
cities. Make a list of cities in your state which
are located on the bank of a river.

Using rivers for irrigation, navigation,
hydro-power generation is of special
significance — particularly to a country like
India, where agriculture is the major source
of livelihood of the majority of its population.

RIVER POLLUTION

The growing domestic, municipal, industrial
and agricultural demand for water from rivers

National River Conservation Plan
(NRCP)

The river cleaning programme in the
country was initiated with the launching
of the Ganga Action Plan (GAP)
in 1985. The Ganga Action Plan was
expanded to cover other rivers under the
National River Conservation Plan
(NRCP) in the year 1995. The objective
of the NRCP is to improve the water
quality of the rivers, which are major
*%s. _water sources in the country, through
the implementation of pollultion
abatement work.

Source: http: / /nrcd.nic.in/nrcp.pd as on

95.07.17 4
wﬂ‘:“é

naturally affects the quality of water. As a
result, more and more water is being drained
out of the rivers reducing their volume. On the
other hand, a heavy load of untreated sewage
and industrial effluents are emptied into the
rivers. This affects not only the quality of water
but also the self-cleansing capacity of the river.
For example, given the adequate streamflow,
the Ganga water is able to dilute and assimilate
pollution loads within 20 km of large cities.
But the increasing urbanisation and
industrialisation do not allow it to happen and
the pollution level of many rivers has been
rising. Concern over rising pollution in our
rivers led to the launching of various action
plans to clean the rivers. Have you heard about
such action plans? How does our health get
affected by polluted river water? Think about
“life of human beings without fresh water”.
Arrange a debate on this topic in the class.

EXERCISE

1.

(a) They are seasonal lakes

(b) They are always fed by rivers

48

Why do some lakes in India have water only during the rainy season ?

(c) They are formed by glaciers
(d) They are permanent in nature

DRAINAGE
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(ii) The river Narmada has its source at

(a) Satpura
(b) Brahmagiri
(iii) Which one of the following lakes is a salt water lake?

(a)

Sambhar

(b) Dal

(iv) Which one of the following is the longest river of the Peninsular India?

(a)

Narmada

(b) Krishna

(v) Which one amongst the following rivers flows through a rift valley?

(a) Mahanadi
(b) Tungabhadra

(c) Amarkantak

(d) Slopes of the Western Ghats

() Wular
(d) Gobind Sagar

(c) Godavari
(d) Mahanadi

(c) Krishna
(d) Tapi

2. Answer the following questions briefly.
(i) What is meant by a water divide? Give an example.
(i) Which is the largest river basin in India?
(iii) Where do the rivers Indus and Ganga have their origin?
(iv) Name the two headstreams of the Ganga. Where do they meet to form the Ganga?

(v) Why does the Brahmaputra in its Tibetan part have less silt, despite a
longer course?

(vi) Which two Peninsular rivers flow through trough?
(vii) State some economic benefits of rivers and lakes.

3. Below are given names of a few lakes of India. Group them under two categories
— natural and created by human beings.

(a) Wular (b) Dal

(c) Nainital (d) Bhimtal

() Gobind Sagar () Loktak

(g0 Barapani (h) Chilika

(i) Sambhar () Rana Pratap Sagar
(k) Nizam Sagar () Pulicat
(m) Nagarjuna Sagar (n) Hirakund

4. Discuss the significant difference between the Himalayan and the Peninsular
rivers.

5. Compare the east flowing and the west flowing rivers of the Peninsular plateau.

Why are rivers important for the country’s economy?

| Map skills

(i) On an outline map of India mark and label the following rivers: Ganga,
Satluj, Damodar, Krishna, Narmada, Tapi, Mahanadi, and Brahmaputra.

(i) On an outline map of India mark and label the following lakes: Chilika,
Sambhar, Wular, Pulicat, Kolleru.

Y so I pRATRAGE
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| Project/Activity

Solve this crossword puzzle with the help of given clues.

Across

1. Nagarjuna Sagar is a river valley project. Name the river?

2. The longest river of India.
3. The river which originates from a place known as Beas Kund.
4. The river which rises in the Betul district of MP and flows westwards.
5. The river which was known as the “Sorrow” of West Bengal.
6. The river on which the reservoir for Indira Gandhi Canal has been built.
7. The river whose source lies near Rohtang Pass.
8. The longest river of Peninsular India?
Down

9. A tributary of Indus originating from Himachal Pradesh.
10. The river flowing through fault, drains into the Arabian Sea.
11. A river of south India, which receives rainwater both in summer and winter.
12. A river which flows through Ladakh, Gilgit and Pakistan.
13. An important river of the Indian desert.
14. The river which joins Chenab in Pakistan.
15. A river which rises at Yamunotri glacier.

9.
1.
10.
2.
11.
3.
4 12
5.
6 13. 14
15.
7.
8.
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Coral Reefs

Kolleru Lake

Anaimudi (Highest Peak in South India)
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LEARNING OUT COMES

The Students will be able to

I. The French Revolution

1. Describe the French society during the late 18th century

2. Explain the reign of terror.

3. Compare the French revolution with the other revolutions and appreciate the role of women in the
French revolution.

4. Locate France, England, Germany and other countries on the world map.

5. Evaluate the practice of slavery and explain how it was abolished.

6. Explain the role of political symbols and collect the political symbols of french revolution.

2. Socialism in Europe and the Russian Revolution

1. Understand the age of social change in Russia

2. Describe about the Russian Empire in 1914, Russian economy and society.

3. Compare and contrast February and October revolutions with French revolution.
4. Collect the pictures of civil war and prepare a wall poster on it.

5. Outline the global influence of the Russian revolution and the USSR.

6. Identify the roles played by different great personalities and their influence on the revolution.
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SECTION I

EVENTS AND PROCESSES

In Section I, you will read about the French Revolution, the Russian Revolution,
and the rise of Nazism. In different ways all these events were important in the

making of the modern world.

Chapter I is on the French Revolution. Today we often take the ideas of liberty,
freedom and equality for granted. But we need to remind ourselves that these ideas
also have a history. By looking at the I'rench Revolution you will read a small part
of that history. The French Revolution led to the end of monarchy in France. A
society based on privileges gave way to a new system of governance. The Declaration
of the Rights of Man during the revolution, announced the coming of a new time.
The idea that all individuals had rights and could claim equality became part of a
new language of politics. These notions of equality and freedom emerged as the central
ideas of a new age; but in different countries they were reinterpreted and rethought
in many different ways. The anti-colonial movements in India and China, Africa and
South America, produced ideas that were innovative and original, but they spoke in

a language that gained currency only from the late eighteenth century.

In Chapter II, you will read about the coming of socialism in Europe, and the dramatic
events that forced the ruling monarch, Tsar Nicholas 11, to give up power. The Russian
Revolution sought to change society in a different way. It raised the question of
economic equality and the well-being of workers and peasants. The chapter will tell
you about the changes that were initiated by the new Soviet government, the problems
it faced and the measures it undertook. While Soviet Russia pushed ahead with
industrialisation and mechanisation of agriculture, it denied the rights of citizens

that were essential to the working of a democratic society. The ideals of socialism,

58 The French Revolution
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politics of Nazism. You will read about the children and women in Nazi 'Germany,

Nazism denied various

- about schools and concentranon camps. You will seg'- ho

to persecut
socialism. But t
about massacrg

system Wthh operated at different levels. Some in India were impressed with the

ideas of Hitler but most watched the rise of Nazism with horror.

The history of the modern world is not simply a story of the u‘nﬂf g of freedom
and democracy. It has also been a story of violence and tyranny, @Zf th and destruction.
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Chapter - 1

The French Revolution

D9Y514

On the morning of 14 July 1789, the city of Paris was in a state of
alarm. The king had commanded troops to move into the city. Rumours
spread that he would soon order the army to open fire upon the citizens.
Some 7,000 men and women gathered in front of the town hall and
decided to form a peoples’ militia. They broke into a number of

government buildings in search of arms.

Finally, a group of several hundred people marched towards the eastern
part of the city and stormed the fortress-prison, the Bastille, where they
hoped to find hoarded ammunition. In the armed fight that followed,
the commander of the Bastille was killed and the prisoners released —
though there were only seven of them. Yet the Bastille was hated by all,
because it stood for the despotic power of the king. The fortress was
demolished and its stone fragments were sold in the markets to all

those who wished to keep a souvenir of its destruction.

The days that followed saw more rioting both in Paris and the
countryside. Most people were protesting against the high price of bread.
Much later, when historians looked back upon this time, they saw it as
the beginning of a chain of events that ultimately led to the execution

of the king in France, though most people at the time did not anticipate

this outcome. How and why did this happen?

Fig. 1 — Storming of the Bastille.
Soon after the demolition of the Bastille,
artists made prints commemorating the event.




d/f}_
,|/r
i ’5
J/l' I TG VAT o
¥ s Eve et M
J}'U[/( ﬁﬂ“ Ly
S JI.:"![

MRS g 4

z,‘,!p,-s‘n_-)?-.;’:

L

SRt 2

u’?u@%/‘ﬁjﬁ’/wtp’uﬁggﬁ:féo{w

B
rtﬁugﬁ1794€u’-é(u.,§&&7éwﬁ A
e

o LUzt g b3 AEE b LSl
SBEE (oD g 20 Ut (i e
_J%ué_tgtﬂ)t.yuou/yp &

LS LI TL Samg st B

SEI A1 =5 P XVIGh ARG 1774
SRR Nt WA P P (S AT
& v ie LSS f el U e oS Feud b 617
e Mz i TS L S L Kol &
ST bs S EH IS oz L Pt e 395
e e Mt s ) P e a S B St S
LU PG sl fe el P2 Sone & 2Ky
S et 1.8 L5 T8 Gra 100Gl P 3 frl s
:Jw:a}ﬁaw’t&g/_u%@/@é_I LAY, L
/?Z_lw"/.u’?wp“iﬁJ_/;/{fc,l?!]'!“iﬁé_Ugu?/xigjc/“ﬁ;d/K/‘
VUL LTI San s e s (K B a2l 1o G
-éaﬁ;u%ﬂ/'t Ll A& S Bl

Llbei_ U Qb E i 2 S e LT B ot (b 2
U1 £ ool Sunbiib e AL & = 17800 b WK B A
-l

A0l PR AT P F U e A e e 2
e AU ngé,{.,guﬁuwwﬂuiwy
_E PG I et EnSnl iy iadool P&
e e § Tl 2l A S A e AL 2t d
[L?’C'/' :47-33(?>¢U?"'JJ§7ME/3U’}”:fuﬂ?:*l"/f"(—
& L/Jﬂ;fugZ@éu;/&ﬁK,;wguyul_ u:‘{j"tpu’f;,lp!/;uu
Bk U s AL 1 s SRR S i S
eyl AU By el s

wle AT B (F0 S0zt i 2 o lle Ui 7
& 2 W 2 JeE et P E A AL
Lo i i 2 eSS g ool 1
Byt Al GGl o b é

63 -l



French Society During the Late Eighteenth Century

In 1774, Louis XVI of the Bourbon family of kings ascended the throne

of France. He was 20 years old and married to the Austrian princess

1st estate
Marie Antoinette. Upon his accession the new king found an empty treasury. Clergy
Long years of war had drained the financial resources of France. Added
to this was the cost of maintaining an extravagant court at the immense
palace of Versailles. Under Louis X VI, France helped the thirteen American 2nd estate
colonies to gain their independence from the common enemy, Britain. Nobility

The war added more than a billion Iivres to a debt that had already risen

to more than 2 billion Zres. Lenders who gave the state credit, now began

3rd estate

to charge 10 per cent interest on loans. So the French government was

obliged to spend an increasing percentage of its budget on interest - Big businessmen,

. ” merchants, court
payments alone. To meet its regular expenses, such as the cost of officials, lawyers etc.
maintaining an army, the court, running government offices or universities,
the state was forced to increase taxes. Yet even this measure would not ﬁiﬁﬂ Zﬁgzannsts and
have sufficed. French society in the eighteenth century was divided into
three estates, and only members of the third estate paid taxes. a Small peasants,

iﬁ .ﬂ Iandles? labour,
= - servanis

The society of estates was part of the feudal system that dated back to

the middle ages. The term Old Regime is usually used to describe the

society and institutions of France before 1789. Fig.2 - A Society of Estates

. ) . . Note that within the Third Estate some were
Fig. 2 shows how the system of estates in French society was organised. | sich and others poor.

Peasants made up about 90 per cent of the population. However,
only a small number of them owned the land they cultivated. About
60 per cent of the land was owned by nobles, the Church and other
richer members of the third estate. The members of the first two
estates, that is, the clergy and the nobility, enjoyed certain privileges by
birth. The most important of these was exemption from paying taxes to
the state. The nobles further enjoyed feudal privileges. These included
feudal dues, which they extracted from the peasants. Peasants were obliged

to render services to the lord — to work in his house and fields — to serve
New words

in the army or to participate in building roads.

Livre — Unit of currency in France,
discontinued in 1794

Clergy — Group of persons invested with

The Church too extracted its share of taxes called tithes from the peasants,
and finally, all members of the third estate had to pay taxes to the state.

These included a direct tax, called taille, and a number of indirect taxes i ) )
. . . o special functions in the church
which were levied on articles of everyday consumption like salt or tobacco. i ) .
. . Tithe — A tax levied by the church, comprising
The burden of financing activities of the state through taxes was borne ;
, one-tenth of the agricultural produce
by the third estate alone. ) o

Taille — Tax to be paid directly to the state

e TheFrenchRevolution
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‘The nobleman is the spider,
the peasant the fly.

Fig.3 — The Spider and the Fly.
An anonymous etching.

1.1 The Struggle to Survive

The population of France rose from about 23 million in 1715 to 28
million in 1789. This led to a rapid increase in the demand for
foodgrains. Production of grains could not keep pace with the
demand. So the price of bread which was the staple diet of the majority
rose rapidly. Most workers were employed as labourers in workshops
whose owner fixed their wages. But wages did not keep pace with
the rise in prices. So the gap between the poor and the rich widened.
Things became worse whenever drought or hail reduced the harvest.
This led to a subsistence crisis, something that occurred frequently

in France during the Old Regime.

e TheFrenchRevolution
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‘This poor fellow brings everything,
grain, fruits, money, salad. The fat lord
sits there, ready to accept it all. He does
not even care to grace him with a look.’

Activity

Explain why the artist has portrayed the
nobleman as the spider and the peasant
as the fly.

‘The more the devil has, the more he wants.’

New words

Subsistence crisis — An extreme situation where
the basic means of livelihood are endangered

Anonymous — One whose name remains

unknown
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1.2 How a Subsistence Crisis Happens

Bad The poorest can no
harvest longer buy bread

Disease
J, epidemics

Fig.4 — The course of a subsistence crisis. |

Activity

Fill in the blank boxes in Fig. 4 with

. . . \ appropriate terms from among the following:
1.3 A Growing Middle Class Envisages an End to Privileges
Food riots, scarcity of grain, increased

In the past, peasants and workers had participated in revolts against number of deaths, rising food prices,
increasing taxes and food scarcity. But they lacked the means and ~ weaker bodies.

programmes to carry out full-scale measures that would bring about

a change in the social and economic order. This was left to those

groups within the third estate who had become prosperous and had

access to education and new ideas.

The eighteenth century witnessed the emergence of social groups,
termed the middle class, who earned their wealth through an
expanding overseas trade and from the manufacture of goods such as
woollen and silk textiles that were either exported or bought by the
richer members of society. In addition to merchants and
manufacturers, the third estate included professions such as lawyers
or administrative officials. All of these were educated and believed
that no group in society should be privileged by birth. Rather, a
person’s social position must depend on his merit. These ideas
envisaging a society based on freedom and equal laws and
opportunities for all, were put forward by philosophers such as John
Locke and Jean Jacques Rousseau. In his Two Treatises of Government,

Locke sought to refute the doctrine of the divine and absolute right

s TheFrenchRevolution
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of the monarch. Rousseau carried the idea forward, proposing a form
of government based on a social contract between people and their
representatives. In The Spirit of the Laws, Montesquieu proposed a
division of power within the government between the legislative, the
executive and the judiciary. This model of government was put into
force in the USA, after the thirteen colonies declared their
independence from Britain. The American constitution and its
guarantee of individual rights was an important example for political

thinkers in France.

The ideas of these philosophers were discussed intensively in salons
and coffee-houses and spread among people through books and
newspapers. These were frequently read aloud in groups for the
benefit of those who could not read and write. The news that
Louis XVI planned to impose further taxes to be able to meet the
expenses of the state generated anger and protest against the system

of privileges.

Source A

Accounts of lived experiences in the Old Regime

Activity

1. Georges Danton, who later became active in revolutionary politics, wrote to a friend in
1793, looking back upon the time when he had just completed his studies:

'l was educated in the residential college of Plessis. There I was in the company of
important men ... Once my studies ended, I was left with nothing. I started looking for a
post. It was impossible to find one at the law courts in Paris. The choice of a career in the
army was not open to me as I was not a noble by birth, nor did I have a patron. The
church too could not offer me a refuge. I could not buy an office as I did not possess a
sou. My old friends turned their backs to me ... the system had provided us with an
education without however offering a field where our talents could be utilised.

2. An Englishman, Arthur Young, travelled through France during the years from 1787 to
1789 and wrote detailed descriptions of his journeys. He often commented on what he
saw.

‘He who decides to be served and waited upon by slaves, ill-treated slaves at that, must
be fully aware that by doing so he is placing his property and his life in a situation which is
very different from that he would be in, had he chosen the services of free and well-
treated men. And he who chooses to dine to the accompaniment of his victims’ groans,
should not complain if during a riot his daughter gets kidnapped or his son’s throat is slit.’

Who is he criticising? What dangers does he sense in the situation of 1787?

70

What message is Young trying to convey here? Whom does he mean when he speaks of* ‘slaves’?

The French Revolution
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¥4 The Outbreak of the Revolution

Louis XVI had to increase taxes for reasons you have learnt in the previous
section. How do you think he could have gone about doing this? In
France of the Old Regime the monarch did not have the power to impose
taxes according to his will alone. Rather he had to call a meeting of the
Estates General which would then pass his proposals for new taxes. The
Estates General was a political body to which the three estates sent their
representatives. However, the monarch alone could decide when to call a

meeting of this body. The last time it was done was in 1614.

On 5 May 1789, Louis XVI called together an assembly of the Estates
General to pass proposals for new taxes. A resplendent hall in
Versailles was prepared to host the delegates. The first and second
estates sent 300 representatives each, who were seated in rows facing
each other on two sides, while the 600 members of the third estate
had to stand at the back. The third estate was represented by its more
prosperous and educated members. Peasants, artisans and women
were denied entry to the assembly. However, their grievances and
demands were listed in some 40,000 letters which the representatives

had brought with them.

Voting in the Estates General in the past had been conducted according
to the principle that each estate had one vote. This time too Louis
XVI was determined to continue the same practice. But members of
the third estate demanded that voting now be conducted by the
assembly as a whole, where each member would have one vote. This
was one of the democratic principles put forward by philosophers
like Rousseau in his book 1he Social Contract. When the king rejected
this proposal, members of the third estate walked out of the assembly

in protest.

The representatives of the third estate viewed themselves as spokesmen
for the whole French nation. On 20 June they assembled in the hall
of an indoor tennis court in the grounds of Versailles. They declared
themselves a National Assembly and swore not to disperse till they
had drafted a constitution for France that would limit the powers of
the monarch. They were led by Mirabeau and Abbé Sieyes. Mirabeau
was born in a noble family but was convinced of the need to do away
with a society of feudal privilege. He brought out a journal and
delivered powerful speeches to the crowds assembled at Versailles.

Abbé Sieyes, originally a priest, wrote an influential pamphlet called “What

72

Some important dates

1774

Louis XVI becomes king of France, faces
empty treasury and growing discontent
within society of the Old Regime.

1789

Convocation of Estates General, Third
Estate forms National Assembly, the
Bastille is stormed, peasant revolts in the
countryside.

1791

A constitution is framed to limit the powers
of the king and to guarantee basic rights to
all human beings.

1792-93

France becomes a republic, the king is
beheaded.

Overthrow of the Jacobin republic, a
Directory rules France.

1804
Napoleon becomes emperor of France,
annexes large parts of Europe.

1815
Napoleon defeated at Waterloo.

Activity

Representatives of the Third Estate take the
oath raising their arms in the direction of
Bailly, the President of the Assembly,
standing on a table in the centre. Do you
think that during the actual event Bailly
would have stood with his back to the
assembled deputies? What could have
been David’s intention in placing Bailly
(Fig.5) the way he has done?

The French Revolution
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Fig.5 — The Tennis Court Oath.
Preparatory sketch for a large painting by Jacques-Louis David. The painting was intended to be hung in the National Assembly.

is the Third Estate™

While the National Assembly was busy at Versailles drafting a constitution,
the rest of France seethed with turmoil. A severe winter had meant a bad
harvest; the price of bread rose, often bakers exploited the situation and
hoarded supplies. After spending hours in long queues at the bakery,
crowds of angry women stormed into the shops. At the same time, the
king ordered troops to move into Paris. On 14 July, the agitated crowd
stormed and destroyed the Bastille.

In the countryside rumours spread from village to village that the lords
of the manor had hired bands of brigands who were on their way to
destroy the ripe crops. Caught in a frenzy of fear, peasants in several

districts seized hoes and pitchforks and attacked chateaux. They looted

hoarded grain and burnt down documents containing records of manorial

5
| Regions not affected by the Great Fear
| Areas of agrarian revolt carly 1789

@ Epicentres of main panic movements

migrating to nei: hbourin countties. =¥ The spread of the Great Fear
g g g g

dues. A large number of nobles fled from their homes, many of them

Faced with the power of his revolting subjects, Louis XVI finally accorded | Fig.6 — The spread of the Great Fear.
The map shows how bands of peasants spread
from one point to another.

recognition to the National Assembly and accepted the principle that his

powers would from now on be checked by a constitution. On the night

f4 A t 1789, the A bl dad bolishing the feudal
of 4 August 1789, the Assembly passed a decrec abolishing the feudal @ = 0
system of obligations and taxes. Members of the clergy too were forced
to give up their privileges. Tithes were abolished and lands owned by the ~ Chateau (pl. chateaux) — Castle or stately
Church were confiscated. As a result, the government acquired assets ~ residence belonging to a king or a nobleman

worth at least 2 billion livres. Manor — An estate consisting of the lord’s

lands and his mansion

=™  TheFrenchRevolution
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2.1 France Becomes a Constitutional Monarchy

The National Assembly completed the draft of the constitution in 1791.
Its main object was to limit the powers of the monarch. These powers
instead of being concentrated in the hands of one person, were now
separated and assigned to different institutions — the legislature, executive
and judiciary. This made France a constitutional monarchy. Fig, 7 explains

how the new political system worked.

Judiciary Executive Legislature

CONTROL
Judge King ~ National Assembly (745 members)

il il F Yol |
I T VETO ah dhdh ar dhan
de (ﬁgygy’ Zﬁk VOTE
J

Ministers

hed

maHo<

ﬁVOTE

i ﬁ Active citizens: entitled to vote. About 4 million of a
: &k n population of 28 million

Q m% m Passive citizens: no voting rights. About 3 million men m
ah ‘ﬁ Women, children and youth below 25. ‘ ﬁ Em

Fig.7 — The Political sytstem under the Constitution of 1791.

The Constitution of 1791 vested the power to make laws in the National
Assembly, which was indirectly elected. That s, citizens voted for a group
of electors, who in turn chose the Assembly. Not all citizens, however,
had the right to vote. Only men above 25 years of age who paid taxes
equal to at least 3 days of a labourer’s wage were given the status of
active citizens, that is, they were entitled to vote. The remaining men and
all women were classed as passive citizens. To qualify as an elector and
then as a member of the Assembly, a man had to belong to the highest
bracket of taxpayers.

- m®  TheFrenchRevolution
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Fig.8 — The Declaration of the Rights of Man
and Citizen, painted by the artist Le Barbier in
1790. The figure on the right represents France.
The figure on the left symbolises the law.

The Constitution began with a Declaration of the Rights of Man and
Citizen. Rights such as the right to life, freedom of speech, freedom of
opinion, equality before law, were established as ‘natural and inalienable’
rights, that s, they belonged to each human being by birth and could not
be taken away. It was the duty of the state to protect each citizen’s natural

rights.

SourceB

The revolutionary journalist Jean-Paul
Marat commented in his newspaper
L’Ami du peuple (The friend of the
people) on the Constitution drafted by
the National Assembly:

‘The task of representing the people
has been given to the rich ... the lot of
the poor and oppressed will never be
improved by peaceful means alone. Here
we have absolute proof of how wealth
influences the law. Yet laws will last only as long as the people
agree to obey them. And when they have managed to cast off
the yoke of the aristocrats, they will do the same to the other
owners of wealth.

[EEEEETENE EEREUE DDA ERE R PR R LR LA

Source: An extract from the newspaper L’Ami du peuple.

78

Source C

The Declaration of Rights of Man and
Citizen

1. Men are born and remain free and equal
in rights.

2. The aim of every political association is
the preservation of the natural and
inalienable rights of man; these are liberty,
property, security and resistance to
oppression.

3. The source of all sovereignty resides in
the nation; no group or individual may
exercise authority that does not come
from the people.

4. Liberty consists of the power to do
whatever is not injurious to others.

5. The law has the right to forbid only
actions that are injurious to society.

6. Law is the expression of the general
will. All citizens have the right to participate
in its formation, personally or through their
representatives. All citizens are equal
before it.

7. No man may be accused, arrested or
detained, except in cases determined by
the law.

11. Every citizen may speak, write and print
freely; he must take responsibility for the
abuse of such liberty in cases determined
by the law.

12. For the maintenance of the public
force and for the expenses of
administration a common tax is
indispensable; it must be assessed equally
on all citizens in proportion to their means.

17. Since property is a sacred and inviolable
right, no one may be deprived of it, unless
a legally established public necessity
requires it. In that case a just
compensation must be given in advance.

The French Revolution
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Red Phrygian cap: Cap worn by a slave
upon becoming free.

Blue-white-red: The
national colours of France.

Aclivity
1. Identify the symbols in Box 1 which stand
for liberty, equality and fraternity.

2. Explain the meaning of the painting of the
Declaration of Rights of Man and Citizen
(Fig. 8) by reading only the symbols.

3. Compare the political rights which the
Constitution of 1791 gave to the citizens
with Articles 1 and 6 of the Declaration
(Source C). Are the two documents
consistent? Do the two documents convey

- i ?
The winged woman: the same idea”

Personification of the law. 4. Which groups of French society would have
gained from the Constitution of 17917
Which groups would have had reason to

The Law Tablet: The law is the same for all, be dissatisfied? What developments does

and all are equal before it. Marat (Source B) anticipate in the future?

5. Imagine the impact of the events in France
on neighbouring countries such as Prussia,
Austria-Hungary or Spain, all of which were
absolute monarchies. How would the kings,
traders, peasants, nobles or members of
the clergy here have reacted to the news of

what was happening in France?

& TheFrenchRevolution
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France Abolishes Monarchy and Becomes a Republic

The situation in France continued to be tense during the following years.
Although Louis XVI had signed the Constitution, he entered into secret
negotiations with the King of Prussia. Rulers of other neighbouring
countries too were worried by the developments in France and made
plans to send troops to put down the events that had been taking place
there since the summer of 1789. Before this could happen, the National
Assembly voted in April 1792 to declare war against Prussia and Austria.
Thousands of volunteers thronged from the provinces to join the army.
They saw this as a war of the people against kings and aristocracies all
over Hurope. Among the patriotic songs they sang was the Marsez/lazse,
composed by the poet Roget de LIsle. It was sung for the first time by
volunteers from Marseilles as they marched into Paris and so got its
name. The Marseillaise is now the national anthem of France.

The revolutionary wars brought losses and economic difficulties to the

people. While the men were away fighting at the front, women were

left to cope with the tasks of earning a living and looking after their
families. Large sections of the population were convinced that the
revolution had to be carried further, as the Constitution of 1791 gave
political rights only to the richer sections of society. Political clubs became
an important rallying point for people who wished to discuss
government policies and plan their own forms of action. The most
successful of these clubs was that of the Jacobins, which gotits name
from the former convent of St Jacob in Paris. Women too, who had
been active throughout this period, formed their own clubs. Section 4

of this chapter will tell you more about their activities and demands.

The members of the Jacobin club belonged mainly to the less
prosperous sections of society. They included small shopkeepers,
artisans such as shoemakers, pastry cooks, watch-makers, printers,
as well as servants and daily-wage workers. Their leader was
Maximilian Robespierre. A large group among the Jacobins decided
to start wearing long striped trousers similar to those worn by dock
workers. This was to set themselves apart from the fashionable

sections of society, especially nobles, who wore knee breeches. It

New words

Convent — Building belonging to a community devoted to a religious

life | Fig.9 — A sans-culottes couple. |

& TheFrenchRevolution
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Fig. 10 - Nanine Vallain, Liberty.

This is one of the rare paintings by a woman artist.
The revolutionary events made it possible for
women to train with established painters and to
exhibit their works in the Salon, which was an
exhibition held every two years.

The painting is a female allegory of liberty — that
is, the female form symbolises the idea of freedom.

Activit

Look carefully at the painting and identify the
objects which are political symbols you saw in
Box 1 (broken chain, red cap, fasces, Charter
of the Declaration of Rights). The pyramid
stands for equality, often represented by a
triangle. Use the symbols to interpret the
painting. Describe your impressions of the
female figure of liberty.

was a way of proclaiming the end of the power wielded by the wearers
of knee breeches. These Jacobins came to be known as the sans-culottes,
literally meaning ‘those without knee breeches’. Sans-culottes men wore
in addition the red cap that symbolised liberty. Women however were

not allowed to do so.

In the summer of 1792 the Jacobins planned an insurrection of a large
number of Parisians who were angered by the short supplies and high
prices of food. On the morning of August 10 they stormed the Palace
of the Tuileries, massacred the king’s guards and held the king himself
as hostage for several hours. Later the Assembly voted to imprison the
royal family. Elections were held. From now on all men of 21 years and

above, regardless of wealth, got the right to vote.

The newly elected assembly was called the Convention. On
21 September 1792 it abolished the monarchy and declared France a
republic. As you know, a republic is a form of government where the

people elect the government including the head of the government.

86 The French Revolution
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There is no hereditary monarchy. You can try and find out about some
other countries that are republics and investigate when and how they

became so.

Louis XVI was sentenced to death by a court on the charge of
treason. On 21 January 1793 he was executed publicly at the
Place de la Concorde. The queen Marie Antoinette met with the

same fate shortly after.

3.1 The Reign of Terror
The period from 1793 to 1794 is referred to as the Reign of

Terror. Robespierre followed a policy of severe control and
punishment. All those whom he saw as being ‘enemies’ of the
republic — ex-nobles and clergy, members of other political
parties, even members of his own party who did not agree with
his methods — were arrested, imprisoned and then tried by a
revolutionary tribunal. If the court found them ‘guilty’ they
were guillotined. The guillotine is a device consisting of two
poles and a blade with which a person is beheaded. It was named

after Dr Guillotin who invented it.

Robespierre’s government issued laws placing a maximum ceiling
on wages and prices. Meat and bread were rationed. Peasants
were forced to transport their grain to the cities and sell it at
prices fixed by the government. The use of more expensive white
flour was forbidden; all citizens were required to eat the pain
d’égalité (equality bread), a loaf made of wholewheat. Equality
was also sought to be practised through forms of speech and
address. Instead of the traditional Monsieur (Sir) and Madame
(Madam) all French men and women were henceforth Citoyen
and Citoyenne (Citizen). Churches were shut down and their

buildings converted into barracks or offices.

Robespierre pursued his policies so relentlessly that even his
supporters began to demand moderation. Finally, he was
convicted by a court in July 1794, arrested and on the next day

sent to the guillotine.

Activity

Compare the views of Desmoulins and Robespierre. How does
each one understand the use of state force? What does
Robespierre mean by ‘the war of liberty against tyranny’? How
does Desmoulins perceive liberty? Refer once more to Source C.
What did the constitutional laws on the rights of individuals lay
down? Discuss your views on the subject in class.

88

New words

Source D

Treason — Betrayal of one’s country or

governrnent

What is liberty? Two conflicting views:

The revolutionary journalist Camille
Desmoulins wrote the following in 1793. He
was executed shortly after, during the Reign
of Terror.

‘Some people believe that Liberty is like a
child, which needs to go through a phase of
being disciplined before it attains maturity.
Quite the opposite. Liberty is Happiness,
Reason, Equality, Justice, it is the Declaration
of Rights ... You would like to finish off all
your enemies by guillotining them. Has
anyone heard of something more senseless?
Would it be possible to bring a single person
to the scaffold without making ten more
enemies among his relations and friends?”

On 7 February 1794,
Robespierre made a
speech at the
Convention, which was
then carried by the
newspaper Le Moniteur
Universel. Here is an
extract from it:

‘To establish and consolidate democracy, to
achieve the peaceful rule of constitutional
laws, we must first finish the war of liberty
against tyranny .... We must annihilate the
enemies of the republic at home and abroad,
or else we shall perish. In time of Revolution
a democratic government may rely on terror.
Terror is nothing but justice, swift, severe
and inflexible; ... and is used to meet the
most urgent needs of the fatherland. To curb
the enemies of Liberty through terror is the
right of the founder of the Republic.

The French Revolution
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Fig.11 — The revolutionary government sought to mobilise the loyalty of its subjects through various means — one of

them was the staging of festivals like this one. Symbols from civilisations of ancient Greece and Rome were used to convey
the aura of a hallowed history. The pavilion on the raised platform in the middle carried by classical columns was made of
perishable material that could be dismantled. Describe the groups of people, their clothes, their roles and actions. What
impression of a revolutionary festival does this image convey?

3.2 A Directory Rules France

The fall of the Jacobin government allowed the wealthier middle classes
to seize power. A new constitution was introduced which denied the
vote to non-propertied sections of society. It provided for two elected
legislative councils. These then appointed a Directory, an executive made
up of five members. This was meant as a safeguard against the
concentration of power in a one-man executive as under the Jacobins.
However, the Directors often clashed with the legislative councils, who
then sought to dismiss them. The political instability of the Directory
paved the way for the rise of a military dictator, Napoleon Bonaparte.

Through all these changes in the form of government, the ideals of
freedom, of equality before the law and of fraternity remained inspiring
ideals that motivated political movements in France and the rest of Europe

during the following century.

- ®  TheFrenchRevolution
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Did Women have a Revolution?

Fig.12 — Parisian women on their way to Versailles.
This print is one of the many pictorial representations of the events of 5 October 1789, when women marched to Versailles
and brought the king back with them to Paris.

From the very beginning women were active participants in the events
which brought about so many important changes in French society.
They hoped that their involvement would pressurise the revolutionary
government to introduce measures to improve their lives. Most
women of the third estate had to work for a living. They worked as ActiVity

seamstresses or laundresses, sold flowers, fruits and vegetables at the
Describe the persons represented in

Fig. 12 — their actions, their postures, the
objects they are carrying. Look carefully to
see whether all of them come from the
same social group. What symbols has the
artist included in the image? What do they

stand for? Do the actions of the women
look after the children. Their wages were lower than those of men. et aeel eEes o e T

market, or were employed as domestic servants in the houses of
prosperous people. Most women did not have access to education or
job training. Only daughters of nobles or wealthier members of the
third estate could study at a convent, after which their families
arranged a marriage for them. Working women had also to care for

their families, that is, cook, fetch water, queue up for bread and

were expected to behave in public? What
do you think: does the artist sympathise
with the women’s activities or is he critical
of them? Discuss your views in the class.

In order to discuss and voice their interests women started their own
political clubs and newspapers. About sixty women’s clubs came up
in different French cities. The Society of Revolutionary and

Republican Women was the most famous of them. One of their

e TheFrenchRevolution
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main demands was that women enjoy the same political rights as men.
Women were disappointed that the Constitution of 1791 reduced them
to passive citizens. They demanded the right to vote, to be elected to the
Assembly and to hold political office. Only then, they felt, would their

interests be represented in the new government.

In the eatly years, the revolutionary government did introduce laws that
helped improve the lives of women. Together with the creation of state
schools, schooling was made compulsory for all girls. Their fathers could
no longer force them into marriage against their will. Marriage was made
into a contract entered into freely and registered under civil law. Divorce
was made legal, and could be applied for by both women and men.
Women could now train for jobs, could become artists or run small

businesses.

Women’s struggle for equal political rights, however, continued. During
the Reign of Terror, the new government issued laws ordering closure
of women’s clubs and banning their political activities. Many prominent

women wete arrested and a number of them executed.

Women’s movements for voting rights and equal wages continued through
the next two hundred years in many countries of the world. The fight for
the vote was carried out through an international suffrage movement
during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. The example of
the political activities of French women during the revolutionary years
was kept alive as an inspiring memory. It was finally in 1946 that women

in France won the right to vote.

Source E

The life of a revolutionary woman — Olympe de Gouges

(1748-1793)

Olympe de Gouges was one of the most important of the politically
active women in revolutionary France. She protested against the
Constitution and the Declaration of Rights of Man and Citizen as
they excluded women from basic rights that each human being was
entitled to. So, in 1791, she wrote a Declaration of the Rights of
Woman and Citizen, which she addressed to the Queen and to the
members of the National Assembly, demanding that they act upon
it. In 1793, Olympe de Gouges criticised the Jacobin government
for forcibly closing down women'’s clubs. She was tried by the
National Convention, which charged her with treason. Soon after

this she was executed.

94
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SourceF

Some of the basic rights set forth in Olympe de Gouges’
Declaration.

1. Woman is born free and remains equal to man in rights.

2. The goal of all political associations is the preservation of the natural
rights of woman and man: These rights are liberty, property, security,
and above all resistance to oppression.

3. The source of all sovereignty resides in the nation, which is nothing
but the union of woman and man.

4. The law should be the expression of the general will; all female and
male citizens should have a say either personally or by their
representatives in its formulation; it should be the same for all. All
female and male citizens are equally entitled to all honours -
and public employment according to their abilities and without any ACt“"ty

other distinction than that of their talents. .
Compare the manifesto drafted by Olympe de

5. No woman is an exception; she is accused, arrested, and detained in
cases determined by law. Women, like men, obey this rigorous law.

Gouges (Source F) with the Declaration of the
Rights of Man and Citizen (Source C).

Source G

In 1793, the Jacobin politician Chaumette
sought to justify the closure of women's
clubs on the following grounds:

‘Has Nature entrusted domestic duties to
men? Has she given us breasts to nurture
babies?

No.
She said to Man:

Be a man. Hunting, agriculture, political duties
... that is your kingdom.

She said to Woman:

Be a woman ... the things of the household,
the sweet duties of motherhood — those
are your tasks.

ACtIVIty Shameless are those women, who wish to

become men. Have not duties been fairly

Imagine yourself to be one of the women in Fig. 13. Formulate a distributed?’

response to the arguments put forward by Chaumette (Source G).

s TheFrenchRevolution
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The Abolition of Slavery

One of the most revolutionary social reforms of the Jacobin regime
was the abolition of slavery in the French colonies. The colonies in
the Caribbean — Martinique, Guadeloupe and San Domingo — were
important suppliers of commodities such as tobacco, indigo, sugar
and coffee. But the reluctance of Europeans to go and work in distant
and unfamiliar lands meant a shortage of labour on the plantations.
So this was met by a triangular slave trade between Europe, Africa
and the Americas. The slave trade began in the seventeenth century.
French merchants sailed from the ports of Bordeaux or Nantes to
the African coast, where they bought slaves from local chieftains.
Branded and shackled, the slaves were packed tightly into ships for
the three-month long voyage across the Atlantic to the Caribbean.
There they were sold to plantation owners. The exploitation of slave
labour made it possible to meet the growing demand in Furopean
markets for sugar, coffee, and indigo. Port cities like Bordeaux and

Nantes owed their economic prosperity to the flourishing slave trade.

Throughout the eighteenth century there was little criticism of slavery
in France. The National Assembly held long debates about whether
the rights of man should be extended to all French subjects including
those in the colonies. But it did not pass any laws, fearing opposition
from businessmen whose incomes depended on the slave trade. It
was finally the Convention which in 1794 legislated to free all slaves
in the French overseas possessions. This, however, turned out to be
a short-term measure: ten years later, Napoleon reintroduced slavery.
Plantation owners understood their freedom as including the right
to enslave African Negroes in pursuit of their economic interests.

Slavery was finally abolished in French colonies in 1848.

New words

Negroes — A term used for the indigenous people of Africa
south of the Sahara. It is a derogatory term not in common use
any longer

Emancipation — The act of freeing

Fig. 14 — The emancipation of slaves.

This print of 1794 describes the emancipation
of slaves. The tricolour banner on top carries
the slogan: ‘The rights of man’. The
inscription below reads: ‘The freedom of the
unfree’. A French woman prepares to “civilise’
the African and American Indian slaves by
giving them European clothes to wear.

Activity

Record your impressions of this print
(Fig. 14). Describe the objects lying on the
ground. What do they symbolise? What
attitude does the picture express towards
non-European slaves?

s TheFrenchRevolution
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The Revolution and Everyday Life

Can politics change the clothes people wear, the language they speak
or the books they read? The years following 1789 in France saw many
such changes in the lives of men, women and children. The
revolutionary governments took it upon themselves to pass laws that

would translate the ideals of liberty and equality into everyday practice.

One important law that came into effect soon after the storming of
the Bastille in the summer of 1789 was the abolition of censorship. In
the Old Regime all written material and cultural activities — books,
newspapers, plays — could be published or performed only after they
had been approved by the censors of the king. Now the Declaration
of the Rights of Man and Citizen proclaimed freedom of speech and
expression to be a natural right. Newspapers, pamphlets, books and
printed pictures flooded the towns of France from where they

travelled rapidly into the countryside. They all described and discussed

the events and changes taking place in France. Freedom of the press Activity

also meant that opposing views of events could be expressed. Each

side sought to convince the others of its position through the medium Describe the picture in your own words. What

of print. Plays, songs and festive processions attracted large numbers IS 71D TEEES UTER (i Ensh [Tes 1ses o

of people. This was one way they could grasp and identify with ideas communicate the following ideas: greed,

. . .. . ity, justice, tak by the state of th
such as liberty or justice that political philosophers wrote about at equality, justice, takeover by the state of the

assets of the church?

length in texts which only a handful of educated people could read.

Fig. 15 — The patriotic fat-reducing press.
This anonymous print of 1790 seeks to make the idea of justice tangible.

w0 TheFrenchRevolution
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Fig. 16 - Marat addressing the people. This is a painting by Louis-Leopold Boilly.
Recall what you have learnt about Marat in this chapter. Describe the scene around him. Account for his great popularity.
What kinds of reactions would a painting like this produce among viewers in the Salon?

Conclusion

In 1804, Napoleon Bonaparte crowned himself Emperor of France.
He set out to conquer neighbouring European countries, dispossessing
dynasties and creating kingdoms where he placed members of his family.
Napoleon saw his role as a moderniser of Europe. He introduced many
laws such as the protection of private property and a uniform system of
weights and measures provided by the decimal system. Initially, many
saw Napoleon as a liberator who would bring freedom for the people.
But soon the Napoleonic armies came to be viewed everywhere as an
invading force. He was finally defeated at Waterloo in 1815. Many of his
measures that carried the revolutionary ideas of liberty and modern laws
to other parts of Europe had an impact on people long after Napoleon
had left.

The ideas of liberty and democratic rights were the most important
legacy of the French Revolution. These spread from France to the

rest of Europe during the nineteenth century, where feudal systems

Fig. 17 — Napoleon crossing the Alps, painting
by David.

e TheFrenchRevolution
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were abolished. Colonised peoples reworked the idea of freedom from _

bondage into their movements to create a sovereign nation state. Tipu  Raja Rammohan Roy was one of those who
was inspired by new ideas that were spreading
) ) ) through Europe at that time. The French
responded to the ideas coming from revolutionary France. Revolution and later, the July Revolution excited
his imagination.
‘He could think and talk of nothing else when he
heard of the July Revolution in France in 1830.
On his way to England at Cape Town he insisted
on visiting frigates (warships) flying the
revolutionary tri-colour flag though he had been
temporarily lamed by an accident.’

Sultan and Rammohan Roy are two examples of individuals who

Susobhan Sarkar, Notes on the Bengal Renaissance 1946.

Activities

1. Find out more about any one of the revolutionary figures you have read
about in this chapter. Write a short biography of this person.

2. The French Revolution saw the rise of newspapers describing the events of
each day and week. Collect information and pictures on any one event and
write a newspaper article. You could also conduct an imaginary interview
with important personages such as Mirabeau, Olympe de Gouges or
Robespierre. Work in groups of two or three. Each group could then put up
their articles on a board to produce a wallpaper on the French Revolution.

Questions

1. Describe the circumstances leading to the outbreak of revolutionary protest
in France.

2. Which groups of French society benefited from the revolution? Which
groups were forced to relinquish power? Which sections of society would have been
disappointed with the outcome of the revolution?

3. Describe the legacy of the French Revolution for the peoples of the world during the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries.

4. Draw up a list of democratic rights we enjoy today whose origins could be traced to the
French Revolution.

5.Would you agree with the view that the message of universal rights was
beset with contradictions? Explain.

6. How would you explain the rise of Napoleon?

7. Today, many low-income families work as daily-wage labourers, have no land of their own
and depend on government welfare schemes. In the old French society, which group is
most similar to them?

a) Clergy of the 1st Estate. c) Rich people of the 3rd Estate.
b) Nobles of the 2nd Estate. d) Poor workers of the 3rd Estate.

14 TheFrenchRevolution
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Socialism in Europe and
the Russian Revolution

BEER The Age of Social Change

In the previous chapter you read about the powerful ideas of freedom
and equality that circulated in Europe after the French Revolution.
The French Revolution opened up the possibility of creating a
dramatic change in the way in which society was structured. As you
have read, before the eighteenth century society was broadly divided
into estates and orders and it was the aristocracy and church which
controlled economic and social power. Suddenly, after the revolution,
it seemed possible to change this. In many parts of the world including
Europe and Asia, new ideas about individual rights and who

controlled social power began to be discussed. In India, Raja

Rammohan Roy and Derozio talked of the significance of the French
Revolution, and many others debated the ideas of post-revolutionary
Europe. The developments in the colonies, in turn, reshaped these

ideas of societal change.

Not everyone in Europe, however, wanted a complete transformation
of society. Responses varied from those who accepted that some
change was necessary but wished for a gradual shift, to those who
wanted to restructure society radically. Some were ‘conservatives’,
others were ‘liberals’ or ‘radicals’. What did these terms really mean
in the context of the time? What separated these strands of politics
and what linked them together? We must remember that these terms

do not mean the same thing in all contexts or at all times.

We will look briefly at some of the important political traditions of
the nineteenth century, and see how they influenced change. Then
we will focus on one historical event in which there was an attempt
at a radical transformation of society. Through the revolution in
Russia, socialism became one of the most significant and powerful

ideas to shape society in the twentieth century.

1.1 Liberals, Radicals and Conservatives s

One of the groups which looked to change society were the liberals.
Liberals wanted a nation which tolerated all religions. We should

remember that at this time European states usually discriminated in

- e SocialisminEuropeand the Russian Revolution
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favour of one religion or another (Britain favoured the Church of England,
Austria and Spain favoured the Catholic Church). Liberals also opposed
the uncontrolled power of dynastic rulers. They wanted to safeguard the
rights of individuals against governments. They argued for a representative,
elected parliamentary government, subject to laws interpreted by a well-
trained judiciary that was independent of rulers and officials. However,
they were not ‘democrats’. They did not believe in universal adult franchise,
thatis, the right of every citizen to vote. They felt men of property mainly

should have the vote. They also did not want the vote for women.

In contrast, radicals wanted a nation in which government was based on
the majority of a country’s population. Many supported women’s
suffragette movements. Unlike liberals, they opposed the privileges
of great landowners and wealthy factory owners. They were not
against the existence of private property but disliked concentration

of property in the hands of a few.

Conservatives were opposed to radicals and liberals. After the French

Revolution, however, even conservatives had opened their minds to

the need for change. Eatlier, in the eighteenth century, conservatives
had been generally opposed to the idea of change. By the nineteenth
century, they accepted that some change was inevitable but believed
that the past had to be respected and change had to be brought about

through a slow process.

Such differing ideas about societal change clashed during the social
and political turmoil that followed the French Revolution. The
various attempts at revolution and national transformation in the
nineteenth century helped define both the limits and potential of

these political tendencies.

1.2 Industrial Society and Social Change s

These political trends were signs of a new time. It was a time of
profound social and economic changes. It was a time when new cities
came up and new industrialised regions developed, railways expanded

and the Industrial Revolution occurred.

Industrialisation brought men, women and children to factories. Work

hours were often long and wages were poor. Unemployment was
New words

common, particularly during times of low demand for industrial goods.
Housing and sanitation were problems since towns were growing  Suffragette movement — A movement to

rapidly. Liberals and radicals searched for solutions to these issues. give women the right to vote.

- s SocialisminEuropeand the Russian Revolution
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Fig.1 — The London poor in the mid-nineteenth century as seen by a
contemporary.
From: Henry Mayhew, London Labour and the London Poor, 78617.

Almost all industries were the property of individuals. Liberals and radicals
themselves were often property owners and employers. Having made
their wealth through trade or industrial ventures, they felt that such effort
should be encouraged — that its benefits would be achieved if the
workforce in the economy was healthy and citizens were educated.
Opposed to the privileges the old aristocracy had by birth, they firmly
believed in the value of individual effort, labour and enterprise. If freedom
of individuals was ensured, if the poor could labour, and those with
capital could operate without restraint, they believed that societies would
develop. Many working men and women who wanted changes in the
world rallied around liberal and radical groups and parties in the early

nineteenth century.

Some nationalists, liberals and radicals wanted revolutions to put an end
to the kind of governments established in Europe in 1815. In France,
Italy, Germany and Russia, they became revolutionaries and worked
to overthrow existing monarchs. Nationalists talked of revolutions

that would create ‘nations’ where all citizens would have

- mo  SocialisminEuropeand the Russian Revolution
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equal rights. After 1815, Giuseppe Mazzini, an Italian nationalist, conspired with
others to achieve this in Italy. Nationalists elsewhere —including India—read his

1.3 The Coming of Socialism to Europe

Perhaps one of the most far-reaching visions of how society should be
structured was socialism. By the mid - nineteenth century in Europe,
socialism was a well-known body of ideas that attracted widespread

attention.

Socialists were against private property, and saw it as the root of all social
ills of the time. Why? Individuals owned the property that gave
employment but the propertied were concerned only with personal gain
and not with the welfare of those who made the property productive.
So if society as a whole rather than single individuals controlled property,
more attention would be paid to collective social interests. Socialists wanted

this change and campaigned for it.

How could a society without property operate? What would be the basis of

socialist society?

Socialists had different visions of the future. Some believed in the idea of
cooperatives. Robert Owen (1771-1858), a leading English manufacturer,
sought to build a cooperative community called New Harmony in Indiana
(USA). Other socialists felt that cooperatives could not be built on a wide
scale only through individual initiative: they demanded that governments
encourage cooperatives. In France, for instance, Louis Blanc (1813-1882)
wanted the government to encourage cooperatives and replace capitalist
enterprises. These cooperatives were to be associations of people who
produced goods together and divided the profits according to the work

done by members.

Karl Marx (1818-1883) and Friedrich Engels (1820-1895) added other
ideas to this body of arguments. Marx argued that industrial society was
‘capitalist’. Capitalists owned the capital invested in factories, and the profit
of capitalists was produced by workers. The conditions of workers
could not improve as long as this profit was accumulated by private
capitalists. Workers had to overthrow capitalism and the rule of private
property. Marx believed that to free themselves from capitalist exploitation,
workers had to construct a radically socialist society where all property Activity
was socially controlled. This would be a communist society. He was

convinced that workers would triumph in their conflict with capitalists. A List two differences between the capitalist

communist society was the natural society of the future. 2] ERCE(E) (RS @ ETEIS R peiifh
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1.4 Support for Socialism m————————————

By the 1870s, socialist ideas spread through Europe. To coordinate their
efforts, socialists formed an international body — namely, the Second
International.

Workers in England and Germany began forming associations to fight
for better living and working conditions. They set up funds to help
members in times of distress and demanded a reduction of working
hours and the right to vote. In Germany, these associations worked closely
with the Social Democratic Party (SPD) and helped it win parliamentary
seats. By 1905, socialists and trade unionists formed a Labour Party in
Britain and a Socialist Party in France. However, till 1914, socialists never
succeeded in forming a government in Europe. Represented by strong

figures in parliamentary politics, their ideas did shape legislation, but

governments continued to be run by conservatives, liberals and radicals.

Activity

Imagine that a meeting has been called in
your area to discuss the socialist idea of
doing away with private property and
introducing collective ownership. Write the
speech you would make at the meeting if you

are:
» a poor labourer working in the fields
» a medium-level landowner

> a house owner

Fig.2 — This is a painting of the Paris Commune of 1871 (From lllustrated London News, 1871). It portrays a scene from the
popular uprising in Paris between March and May 1871. This was a period when the town council (commune) of Paris was
taken over by a ‘peoples’ government’ consisting of workers, ordinary people, professionals, political activists and others.
The uprising emerged against a background of growing discontent against the policies of the French state. The ‘Paris
Commune’ was ultimately crushed by government troops but it was celebrated by Socialists the world over as a prelude to a
socialist revolution. The Paris Commune is also popularly remembered for two important legacies: one, for its association with
the workers’ red flag — that was the flag adopted by the communards ( revolutionaries) in Paris; two, for the ‘Marseillaise’,
originally written as a war song in 1792, it became a symbol of the Commune and of the struggle for liberty.

- m4a  SocialisminEuropeand the Russian Revolution
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2 The Russian Revolution

In one of the least industrialised of European states this situation was
reversed. Socialists took over the government in Russia through the
October Revolution of 1917. The fall of monarchy in February 1917

and the events of October are normally called the Russian Revolution.

How did this come about? What were the social and political
conditions in Russia when the revolution occurred? To answer these

questions, let us look at Russia a few years before the revolution.

2.1 The Russian Empire in 1914 s

In 1914, Tsar Nicholas II ruled Russia and its empire. Besides the
territory around Moscow, the Russian empire included current-day
Finland, Latvia, Lithuania, Estonia, parts of Poland, Ukraine and
Belarus. It stretched to the Pacific and comprised today’s Central

Asian states, as well as Georgia, Armenia and Azerbaijan. The majority

religion was Russian Orthodox Christianity — which had grown out | Fig-3 — Tsar Nicholas Il in the White

. . Hall of the Winter Palace,
of the Greek Orthodox Church — but the empire also included | g4 petersburg, 7900.

Catholics, Protestants, Muslims and Buddhists. Painted by Earnest Lipgart (1847-1932)

__.’-' North Seca

“ UNITED
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_A

._1

htlantic Ocean % ‘ . _ LR ‘:‘ N/;—" i
o S o
.

Black Sea

=

SPAIN ./ o

- Mediterranean Sea

__ tentral Powens
1 Erdenbe (Allied) Puvers
— MNeotral States
tentral atafe that laber joired Cemteal Povwerns
Mewtral alafan that laber [olied Entanbe Powers

Fig.4 — Europe in 1914.
The map shows the Russian empire and the European countries at war during the First
World War.
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2.2 Economy and Society me—

At the beginning of the twentieth century, the vast majority of Russia’s
people were agriculturists. About 85 per cent of the Russian empire’s
population earned their living from agriculture. This proportion was higher
than in most European countries. For instance, in France and Germany
the proportion was between 40 per cent and 50 per cent. In the empire,
cultivators produced for the market as well as for their own needs and

Russia was a major exporter of grain.

Industry was found in pockets. Prominent industrial areas were
St Petersburg and Moscow. Craftsmen undertook much of the
production, but large factories existed alongside craft workshops.

Many factories were set up in the 1890s, when Russia’s railway

network was extended, and foreign investment in industry increased.
Fig.5 — Unemployed peasants in pre-war
St Petersburg.

the 1900s, in some areas factory workers and craftsmen were almost | Many survived by eating at charitable
kitchens and living in poorhouses.

Coal production doubled and iron and steel output quadrupled. By

equal in number.

Most industry was the private property of industrialists. Government

supervised large factories to ensure minimum wages and limited hours

of work. But factory inspectors could not prevent rules being broken.
In craft units and small workshops, the working day was sometimes
15 hours, compared with 10 or 12 hours in factories. Accommodation

varied from rooms to dormitoties.

Workers were a divided social group. Some had strong links with
the villages from which they came. Others had settled in cities
permanently. Workers were divided by skill. A metalworker of St.

Petersburg recalled, ‘Metalworkers considered themselves aristocrats

among other workers. Their occupations demanded more training

and skill . . . > Women made up 31 per cent of the factory labour | Fig.6 — Workers sleeping in bunkers in a
dormitory in pre-revolutionary Russia.

o They slept in shifts and could not keep their
three-quarters of a man’s wage). Divisions among workers showed | families with them.

force by 1914, but they were paid less than men (between half and

themselves in dress and manners too. Some workers formed
associations to help members in times of unemployment or financial

hardship but such associations were few.

Despite divisions, workers did unite to strike work (stop work) when
they disagreed with employers about dismissals or work conditions.
These strikes took place frequently in the textile industry during
1896-1897, and in the metal industry during 1902.

In the countryside, peasants cultivated most of the land. But the
nobility, the crown and the Orthodox Church owned large

properties. Like workers, peasants too were divided. They were also

- ms  SocialisminEuropeand the Russian Revolution
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deeply religious. But except in a few cases they had no respect for the
nobility. Nobles got their power and position through their services
to the Tsar, not through local popularity. This was unlike France
where, during the French Revolution in Brittany, peasants respected
nobles and fought for them. In Russia, peasants wanted the land of
the nobles to be given to them. Frequently, they refused to pay rent
and even murdered landlords. In 1902, this occurred on a large scale
in south Russia. And in 1905,

over Russia.

such incidents took place all

Russian peasants were different from other European peasants in
another way. They pooled their land together periodically and their

commune (1) divided it according to the needs of individual families.

2.3 Socialism in Russia

All political parties were illegal in Russia before 1914. The Russian
Social Democratic Workers Party was founded in 1898 by socialists
who respected Marx’s ideas. However, because of government
policing, it had to operate as an illegal organisation. It set up a

newspaper, mobilised workers and organised strikes.

Some Russian socialists felt that the Russian peasant custom of dividing
land periodically made them natural socialists. So peasants, not
workers, would be the main force of the revolution, and Russia could
become socialist more quickly than other countries. Socialists were
active in the countryside through the late nineteenth century. They
formed the Socialist Revolutionary Party in 1900. This party struggled
for peasants’ rights and demanded that land belonging to nobles be
transferred to peasants. Social Democrats disagreed with Socialist
Revolutionaries about peasants. Lenin felt that peasants were not
one united group. Some were poor and others rich, some worked as
labourers while others were capitalists who employed workers. Given
this ‘differentiation’ within them, they could not all be part of a

socialist movement.

The party was divided over the strategy of organisation. Vladimir
Lenin (who led the Bolshevik group) thought that in a repressive
society like Tsarist Russia the party should be disciplined and should
control the number and quality of its members. Others (Mensheviks)
thought that the party should be open to all (as in Germany).

2.4 A Turbulent Time: The 1905 Revolution

Russia was an autocracy. Unlike other European rulers, even at the

beginning of the twentieth century, the Tsar was not subject to

Source A

Alexander Shlyapnikov, a socialist
worker of the time, gives us a description
of how the meetings were organised:

‘Propaganda was done in the plants and
shops on an individual basis. There were
also discussion circles ... Legal meetings
took place on matters concerning [official
issues], but this activity was skilfully
integrated into the general struggle for
the liberation of the working class. Illegal
meetings were ... arranged on the spur
of the moment but in an organised way
during lunch, in evening break, in front
of the exit, in the vyard or, in
establishments with several floors, on
the stairs. The most alert workers would
form a “plug” in the doorway, and the
whole mass piled up in the exit. An
agitator would get up right there on the
spot. Management would contact the
police on the telephone, but the
speeches would have already been
made and the necessary decision taken
by the time they arrived ...

Alexander Shlyapnikov, On the Eve of
1917. Reminiscences from the
Revolutionary Underground.
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parliament. Liberals in Russia campaigned to end this state of affairs.
Together with the Social Democrats and Socialist Revolutionaries, they
worked with peasants and workers during the revolution of 1905 to
demand a constitution. They were supported in the empire by nationalists
(in Poland for instance) and in Muslim-dominated areas by jadidists

who wanted modernised Islam to lead their societies.

The year 1904 was a particularly bad one for Russian workers. Prices of
essential goods rose so quickly that real wages declined by 20 per cent.
The membership of workers’ associations rose dramatically. When four
members of the Assembly of Russian Workers, which had been formed
in 1904, were dismissed at the Putilov Iron Works, there was a call for
industrial action. Over the next few days over 110,000 workers in St
Petersburg went on strike demanding a reduction in the working day to

eight hours, an increase in wages and improvement in working conditions.

When the procession of workers led by Father Gapon reached the Winter
Palace it was attacked by the police and the Cossacks. Over 100 workers
were killed and about 300 wounded. The incident, known as Bloody
Sunday, started a series of events that became known as the 1905
Revolution. Strikes took place all over the country and universities closed
down when student bodies staged walkouts, complaining about the lack
of civil liberties. Lawyers, doctors, engineers and other middle-class
workers established the Union of Unions and demanded a constituent

assembly.

During the 1905 Revolution, the Tsar allowed the creation of an elected
consultative Parliament or Duma. For a brief while during the revolution,
there existed a large number of trade unions and factory committees
made up of factory workers. After 1905, most committees and unions
worked unofficially, since they were declared illegal. Severe restrictions
were placed on political activity. The Tsar dismissed the first Duma within
75 days and the re-elected second Duma within three months. He did not
want any questioning of his authority or any reduction in his power. He
changed the voting laws and packed the third Duma with conservative

politicians. Liberals and revolutionaries were kept out.

2.5 The First World War and the Russian Empire

In 1914, war broke out between two European alliances — Germany,
Austria and Turkey (the Central powers) and France, Britain and

Russia (later Italy and Romania). Each country had a global empire

Activity

Why were there revolutionary disturbances in
Russia in 1905? What were the demands of
revolutionaries?

New words

Jadidists — Muslim reformers within the
Russian empire

Real wage — Reflects the quantities of
goods which the wages will actually buy.
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and the war was fought outside Europe as well as in

Europe. This was the First World War.

In Russia, the war was initially popular and people
rallied around Tsar Nicholas 1I. As the war
continued, though, the Tsar refused to consult the
main parties in the Duma. Support wore thin. Anti-
German sentiments ran high, as can be seen in the
renaming of St Petersburg — a German name — as
Petrograd. The Tsarina Alexandra’s German
origins and poor advisers, especially a monk called

Rasputin, made the autocracy unpopular.

The First World War on the ‘eastern front’ differed
from that on the ‘western front’. In the west, armies
fought from trenches stretched along eastern
France. In the east, armies moved a good deal and
fought battles leaving large casualties. Defeats were
shocking and demoralising. Russia’s armies lost
badly in Germany and Austria between 1914 and
1916. There were over 7 million casualties by 1917.
As they retreated, the Russian army destroyed
crops and buildings to prevent the enemy from
being able to live off the land. The destruction of
crops and buildings led to over 3 million refugees in Russia. The situation
discredited the government and the Tsar. Soldiers did not wish to fight

such a wat.

The war also had a severe impact on industry. Russia’s own industries
were few in number and the country was cut off from other suppliers
of industrial goods by German control of the Baltic Sea. Industrial
equipment disintegrated more rapidly in Russia than elsewhere in
Europe. By 1916, railway lines began to break down. Able-bodied
men were called up to the war. As a result, there were labour shortages
and small workshops producing essentials were shut down. Large
supplies of grain were sent to feed the army. For the people in the
cities, bread and flour became scarce. By the winter of 1916, riots at

bread shops were common.

Fig.7 — Russian soldiers during the First
World War.

The Imperial Russian army came to be known
as the ‘Russian steam roller’. It was the
largest armed force in the world. When this
army shifted its loyalty and began supporting
the revolutionaries, Tsarist power collapsed.

Activity

The year is 1916. You are a general in the
Tsar’s army on the eastern front. You are
writing a report for the government in
Moscow. In your report suggest what you
think the government should do to improve
the situation.

- 14 SocialisminEuropeand the Russian Revolution
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K} The February Revolution in Petrograd

In the winter of 1917, conditions in the capital, Petrograd, were grim.
The layout of the city seemed to emphasise the divisions among its
people. The workers’ quarters and factories were located on the right
bank of the River Neva. On the left bank were the fashionable areas,
the Winter Palace, and official buildings, including the palace where
the Duma met. In February 1917, food shortages were deeply felt in
the workers” quarters. The winter was very cold — there had been
exceptional frost and heavy snow. Parliamentarians wishing to
preserve elected government, were opposed to the Tsar’s desire to dissolve
the Duma.

On 22 February, a lockout took place at a
factory on the right bank. The next day, workers
in fifty factories called a strike in sympathy.
In many factories, women led the way to strikes.
This came to be called the International Women’s
Day. Demonstrating workers crossed from the
factory quarters to the centre of the capital — the
Nevskii Prospekt. At this stage, no political party
was actively organising the movement. As the
fashionable quarters and official buildings were
surrounded by workers, the government imposed
a curfew. Demonstrators dispersed by the evening,
but they came back on the 24th and 25th. The
government called out the cavalry and police to

keep an eye on them.

On Sunday, 25 February, the government
suspended the Duma. Politicians spoke out against
the measure. Demonstrators returned in force to
the streets of the left bank on the 26th. On the
27th, the Police Headquarters were ransacked. The
streets thronged with people raising slogans about
bread, wages, better hours and democracy. The
government tried to control the situation and
called out the cavalry once again. However, the
cavalry refused to fire on the demonstrators. An

officer was shot at the barracks of a regiment and

three other regiments mutinied, voting to join the

striking workers. By that evening, soldiers and Fig.8 — The Petrograd Soviet meeting in the Duma, February 1917.|

126 Socialism in Europe and the Russian Revolution
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striking workers had gathered to form a ‘soviet” or ‘council’ in the same

building as the Duma met. This was the Petrograd Soviet.

The very next day, a delegation went to see the Tsar. Military commanders
advised him to abdicate. He followed their advice and abdicated on 2
March. Soviet leaders and Duma leaders formed a Provisional
Government to run the country. Russia’s future would be decided by a
constituent assembly, elected on the basis of universal adult suffrage.
Petrograd had led the February Revolution that brought down the

monarchy in February 1917.

Box 1

Women in the February Revolution

‘Women workers, often ... inspired their male co-workers ... At the Lorenztelephone
factory, ... Marfa Vasileva almost single handedly called a successful strike. Already that
morning, in celebration of Women’s Day, women workers had presented red bows to the
men ... Then Marfa Vasileva, amilling machine operator stopped work and declared an
impromptu strike. The workers on the floor were ready to support her ... The foreman
informed the management and sent her aloaf of bread. Shetookthe bread but refused to
go backto work. The administrator asked her again why she refused to work and she
replied, “ 1 cannot be the only one who is satiated when others are hungry”. Women
workers from another section of the factory gathered around Marfain support and
gradually all the other women ceased working. Soon the men downed their tools as well

and the entire crowd rushed onto the street.’
From: Choi Chatterji, Celebrating Women (2002).

3.1 After February

Army officials, landowners and industrialists were influential in the
Provisional Government. But the liberals as well as socialists among
them worked towards an elected government. Restrictions on public
meetings and associations were removed. ‘Soviets’, like the Petrograd
Soviet, were set up everywhere, though no common system of election

was followed.

In April 1917, the Bolshevik leader Vladimir Ienin returned to Russia from
his exile. He and the Bolsheviks had opposed the war since 1914. Now he
feltit was time for soviets to take over power. He declared that the war be
brought to a close, land be transferred to the peasants, and banks be
nationalised. These three demands were Lenin’s ‘April Theses’. He also argued
that the Bolshevik Party rename itself the Communist Party to indicate its
new radical aims. Most others in the Bolshevik Party were initially surprised
by the April Theses. They thought that the time was not yet ripe for a

Activity
Look again at Source A and Box 1.

» List five changes in the mood of the
workers.

» Place yourself in the position of a woman
who has seen both situations and write

an account of what has changed.
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socialist revolution and the Provisional Government needed to be
supported. But the developments of the subsequent months changed
their attitude.

Through the summer the workers’ movement spread. In industrial
areas, factory committees were formed which began questioning
the way industrialists ran their factories. Trade unions grew in
number. Soldiers’ committees were formed in the army. In June,
about 500 Soviets sent representatives to an All Russian Congress
of Soviets. As the Provisional Government saw its power reduce
and Bolshevik influence grow, it decided to take stern measures
against the spreading discontent. It resisted attempts by workers
to run factories and began arresting leaders. Popular
demonstrations staged by the Bolsheviks in July 1917 were sternly
repressed. Many Bolshevik leaders had to go into hiding or flee.

Meanwhile in the countryside, peasants and their Socialist

Revolutionary leaders pressed for a redistribution of land. L.and | Fig.9 — A Bolshevik image of Lenin
addressing workers in April 1917.

committees were formed to handle this. Encouraged by the

Socialist Revolutionaries, peasants seized land between July and
September 1917.

Fig. 10 — The July Days. A pro-Bolshevik demonstration on 17 July 1917 being fired upon by the army.
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3.2 The Revolution of October 1917

As the conflict between the Provisional Government and the Bolsheviks
grew, Lenin feared the Provisional Government would set up a
dictatorship. In September, he began discussions for an uprising against
the government. Bolshevik supporters in the army, soviets and factories

were brought together.

On 16 October 1917, Lenin persuaded the Petrograd Soviet and the
Bolshevik Party to agree to a socialist seizure of power. A Military
Revolutionary Committee was appointed by the Soviet under Leon

Trotskii to organise the seizure. The date of the event was kept a secret.

The uprising began on 24 October. Sensing trouble, Prime Minister
Kerenskii had left the city to summon troops. At dawn, military
men loyal to the government seized the buildings of two Bolshevik
newspapers. Pro-government troops were sent to take over telephone
and telegraph offices and protect the Winter Palace. In a swift
response, the Military Revolutionary Committee ordered its
supporters to seize government offices and arrest ministers. Late in
the day, the ship Aurora shelled the Winter Palace. Other vessels
sailed down the Neva and took over various military points. By
nightfall, the city was under the committee’s control and the
ministers had surrendered. At a meeting of the All Russian Congress
of Soviets in Petrograd, the majority approved the Bolshevik action.
Uprisings took place in other cities. There was heavy fighting —
especially in Moscow — but by December, the Bolsheviks controlled

the Moscow-Petrograd area.

"

Box 2

Date of the Russian Revolution

Russia followed the Julian calendar until
1 February 1918. The country then changed to
the Gregorian calendar, which is followed
everywhere today. The Gregorian dates are
13 days ahead of the Julian dates. So by our
calendar, the ‘February’ Revolution took place
on 12th March and the ‘October’ Revolution
took place on 7th November.

Some important dates

1850s -1880s
Debates over socialism in Russsia.

1898
Formation of the Russian Social Democratic
Workers Party.

1905
The Bloody Sunday and the Revolution of
1905.

1917

2nd March - Abdication of the Tsar.
24th October - Bolshevik unprising in
Petrograd.

1918-20
The Civil War.

1919
Formation of Comintern.

1929
Beginning of Collectivisation.

Fig.11 — Lenin (left) and Trotskii (right) with
workers at Petrograd.

Socialism in Europe and the Russian Revolution
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3 What Changed after October?

The Bolsheviks were totally opposed to private property. Most industry
and banks were nationalised in November 1917. This meant that the
government took over ownership and management. Land was declared
social property and peasants were allowed to seize the land of the nobility.
In cities, Bolsheviks enforced the partition of large houses according to
family requirements. They banned the use of the old titles of aristocracy.
To assert the change, new uniforms were designed for the army and
officials, following a clothing competition organised in 1918 — when

the Soviet hat (budeonovka) was chosen.

The Bolshevik Party was renamed the Russian Communist Party
(Bolshevik). In November 1917, the Bolsheviks conducted the
elections to the Constituent Assembly, but they failed to gain
majority support. In January 1918, the Assembly rejected Bolshevik
measures and Lenin dismissed the Assembly. He thought the All

Russian Congtress of Soviets was more democratic than an assembly

Fig.12 — A soldier wearing the Soviet hat

lected in uncertain conditions. In March 1918, despit sition
electe uncertain co o arc , despite oppositio Budeonovkal.

by their political allies, the Bolsheviks made peace with Germany
at Brest Litovsk. In the years that followed, the Bolsheviks became the
only party to participate in the
elections to the All Russian
Congress of Soviets, which became
the Parliament of the country.
Russia became a one-party state.
Trade unions were kept under
party control. The secret police
(called the Cheka first, and later
OGPU and NKVD) punished
those who criticised the
Bolsheviks. Many young writers
and artists rallied to the Party
because it stood for socialism and
for change. After October 1917,
this led to experiments in the arts
and architecture. But many became
disillusioned because of the

censorship the Party encouraged.

Fig.13 — May Day demonstration in Moscow in 1918.

-1 SocialisminEuropeand the Russian Revolution
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Box 3

The October Revolution and the Russian Countryside: Two Views

‘News of the revolutionary uprising of October 25, 1917, reached the village the following day and
was greeted with enthusiasm; to the peasants it meant free land and an end to the war. ...The day
the news arrived, the landowner’s manor house was looted, his stock farms were “requisitioned”
and his vast orchard was cut down and sold to the peasants for wood; all his far buildings were
torn down and left in ruins while the land was distributed among the peasants who were prepared
to live the new Soviet life’.

From: Fedor Belov, The History of a Soviet Collective Farm

A member of a landowning family wrote to a relative about what happened at the estate:

‘The “coup” happened quite painlessly, quietly and peacefully. ... The first days were unbearable..
Mikhail Mikhailovich [the estate owner] was calm...The girls also...I must say the chairman
behaves correctly and even politely. We were left two cows and two horses. The servants tell them
all the time not to bother us. “Let them live. We vouch for their safety and property. We want them
treated as humanely as possible....”

... There are rumours that several villages are trying to evict the committees and return the estate
to Mikhail Mikhailovich. | don’t know if this will happen, or if it's good for us. But we rejoice that
there is a conscience in our people...’

From: Serge Schmemann, Echoes of a Native Land. Two Centuries of a Russian Village (1997).

Activity

Read the two views on the revolution in the

4.1 The Civil War

When the Bolsheviks ordered land redistribution, the Russian army began countryside. Imagine yourself to be a witness

to break up. Soldiers, mostly peasants, wished to go home for the to the events. Write a short account from the
redistribution and deserted. Non-Bolshevik socialists, liberals and standpoint of:

supporters of autocracy condemned the Bolshevik uprising. Their > an owner of an estate
leaders moved to south Russia and organised troops to fight the
Bolsheviks (the ‘reds’). During 1918 and 1919, the ‘greens’ (Socialist

Revolutionaries) and ‘whites’ (pro-Tsarists) controlled most of the

» a small peasant

» a journalist

Russian empire. They were backed by French, American, British
and Japanese troops — all those forces who were worried at the growth
of socialism in Russia. As these troops and the Bolsheviks fought a

civil war, looting, banditry and famine became common.

Supporters of private property among ‘whites’ took harsh steps with
peasants who had seized land. Such actions led to the loss of popular
support for the non-Bolsheviks. By January 1920, the Bolsheviks

controlled most of the former Russian empire. They succeeded due

136 Socialism in Europe and the Russian Revolution
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to cooperation with non-Russian nationalities and Muslim jadidists.
New words

Cooperation did not work where Russian colonists themselves turned

Bolshevik. In Khiva, in Central Asia, Bolshevik colonists brutally ~ Autonomy - The right to govern
massacred local nationalists in the name of defending socialism. In themselves

this situation, many were confused about what the Bolshevik ~ Nomadism — Lifestyle of those who do
government represented. not live in one place but move from area

. ) . .. ) to area to earn their living
Partly to remedy this, most non-Russian nationalities were given

political autonomy in the Soviet Union (USSR) — the state the
Bolsheviks created from the Russian empire in December 1922. But
since this was combined with unpopular policies that the Bolsheviks
forced the local government to follow — like the harsh discouragement
of nomadism — attempts to win over different nationalities were

only partly successful.

Activity

Why did people in Central Asia respond to the Russian Revolution in
different ways?

SourceB

Central Asia of the October Revolution: Two Views

M.N.Roy was an Indian revolutionary, a founder of the Mexican Communist Party
and prominent Comintern leader in India, China and Europe. He was in Central
Asia at the time of the civil war in the 1920s. He wrote:

‘The chieftain was a benevolent old man; his attendant ... a youth who ... spoke
Russian ... He had heard of the Revolution, which had overthrown the Tsar and
driven away the Generals who conquered the homeland of the Kirgiz. So, the
Revolution meant that the Kirgiz were masters of their home again. “Long Live the
Revolution” shouted the Kirgiz youth who seemed to be a born Bolshevik. The
whole tribe joined.

M.N.Roy, Memoirs (1964).

‘The Kirghiz welcomed the first revolution (ie February Revolution) with joy and the
second revolution with consternation and terror ... [This] first revolution freed them
from the oppression of the Tsarist regime and strengthened their hope that ...
autonomy would be realised. The second revolution (October Revolution) was
accompanied by violence, pillage, taxes and the establishment of dictatorial power
... Once a small group of Tsarist bureaucrats oppressed the Kirghiz. Now the same
group of people ... perpetuate the same regime ...

Kazakh leader in 1919, quoted in Alexander Bennigsen and Chantal Quelquejay,
Les Mouvements Nationaux chez les Musulmans de Russie, (1960).

138 Socialism in Europe and the Russian Revolution
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4.2 Making a Socialist Society m——

During the civil war, the Bolsheviks kept industries and banks nationalised.
They permitted peasants to cultivate the land that had been socialised.
Bolsheviks used confiscated land to demonstrate what collective work
could be.

A process of centralised planning was introduced. Officials assessed
how the economy could work and set targets for a five-year period.
On this basis they made the Five Year Plans. The government fixed all

prices to promote industrial growth during the first two ‘Plans’

Socialist Cultivation in a Village in the Ukraine

‘A commune was set up using two [confiscated] farms as a base. The commune
consisted of thirteen families with a total of seventy persons ... The farm tools taken
from the ... farms were turned over to the commune ... The members ate in a communal
dining hall and income was divided in accordance with the principles of “cooperative
communism”. The entire proceeds of the members’ [abor, as well as all dwellings and
facilities belonging to the commune were shared by the commune members.’

Fedor Belov, The History of a Soviet Collective Farm (1955).

(1927-1932 and 1933-1938). Centralised planningled to economic
growth. Industrial production increased (between 1929 and 1933
by 100 per cent in the case of oil, coal and steel). New factory

cities came into being,

However, rapid construction led to poor working conditions. In
the city of Magnitogorsk, the construction of a steel plant was
achieved in three years. Workers lived hard lives and the result
was 550 stoppages of work in the first year alone. In living quarters,
‘in the wintertime, at 40 degrees below, people had to climb down
from the fourth floor and dash across the street in order to go to
the toilet’.

An extended schooling system developed, and arrangements were

made for factory workers and peasants to enter universities.

Creches were established in factories for the children of women

Fig. 14 — Factories came to be seen as a

) symbol of socialism.

quarters were set up for workers. The effect of all this was uneven, This poster states: ‘The smoke from the
chimneys is the breathing of Soviet Russia.”’

workers. Cheap public health care was provided. Model living

though, since government resources were limited.

- 1 SocialisminEuropeand the Russian Revolution
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Fig. 15 — Children at school in Soviet Russia in the
71930s.
They are studying the Soviet economy.

Fig.16 — A child in Magnitogorsk during the
First Five Year Plan.
He is working for Soviet Russia.

Fig.17 — Factory dining hall in the 1930s.

Source C

Dreams and Realities of a Soviet Childhood in 1933

Dear grandfather Kalinin ...

My family is large, there are four children. We don’t have a father - he died, fighting
for the worker’s cause, and my mother ... is ailing ... I want to study very much, but
I cannot go to school. I had some old boots, but they are completely torn and no
one can mend them. My mother is sick, we have no money and no bread, but I want
to study very much. ..there stands before us the task of studying, studying and
studying. That is what Vladimir Ilich Lenin said. But I have to stop going to school.
We have no relatives and there is no one to help us, so I have to go to work in a
factory, to prevent the family from starving. Dear grandfather, I am 13, I study well

and have no bad reports. I am in Class 5 ...

Letter of 1933 from a 13-year-old worker to Kalinin, Soviet President
From: V. Sokolov (ed), Obshchestvo I Vliast, v 1930-ye gody (Moscow, 1997).

- SocialisminEuropeand the Russian Revolution
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4.3 Stalinism and Collectivisation mssss ” oo '

The period of the early Planned Economy was linked to the
disasters of the collectivisation of agriculture. By 1927-1928,
the towns in Soviet Russia were facing an acute problem of

grain supplies. The government fixed prices at which grain

must be sold, but the peasants refused to sell their grain to government

buyers at these prices. :

Stalin, who headed the party after the death of Lenin, introduced firm

e e o g

SEERR A

emergency measures. He believed that rich peasants and traders in the
countryside were holding stocks in the hope of higher prices. Speculation
had to be stopped and supplies confiscated.

In 1928, Party members toured the grain-producing areas, supervising
enforced grain collections, and raiding ‘kulaks” — the name for well-

to-do peasants. As shortages continued, the decision was taken to

e
- -. i .“i“m%ﬁﬂ:

collectivise farms. It was argued that grain shortages were partly due

to the small size of holdings. After 1917, land had been given over to

peasants. These small-sized peasant farms could not be modernised. i

CHTHPUIRIENY 3K CORPALIEHRE ROCER)

To develop modern farms, and run them along industrial lines with

Fig. 18 — A poster during collectivisation. [t
i states: ‘We shall strike at the kulak working for
from peasants, and establish state-controlled large farms. the decrease in cultivation.’

machinery, it was necessary to ‘eliminate kulaks’, take away land

What followed was Stalin’s collectivisation programme. From 1929,
the Party forced all peasants to cultivate in collective farms (ko/khog).
The bulk of land and implements were transferred to the ownership
of collective farms. Peasants worked on the land, and the &o/khoz
profit was shared. Enraged peasants resisted the authorities and
destroyed their livestock. Between 1929 and 1931, the number of
cattle fell by one-third. Those who resisted collectivisation were
severely punished. Many were deported and exiled. As they resisted
collectivisation, peasants argued that they were not rich and they
were not against socialism. They merely did not want to work in
collective farms for a variety of reasons. Stalin’s government allowed
some independent cultivation, but treated such cultivators

unsympathetically.

In spite of collectivisation, production did not increase immediately.
In fact, the bad harvests of 1930-1933 led to one of most devastating

famines in Soviet history when over 4 million died.

New words

Deported — Forcibly removed from one’s own country.

Fig. 19 — Peasant women being gathered to
work in the large collective farms.

Exiled — Forced to live away from one’s own country.

- SocialisminEuropeand the Russian Revolution
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Source D

Official view of the opposition to collectivisation and the government response

‘From the second half of February of this year, in various regions of the Ukraine

. mass insurrections of the peasantry have taken place, caused by distortions
of the Party’s line by a section of the lower ranks of the Party and the Soviet
apparatus in the course of the introduction of collectivisation and preparatory
work for the spring harvest.

Within a short time, large scale activities from the above-mentioned regions
carried over into neighbouring areas - and the most aggressive insurrections
have taken place near the border.

The greater part of the peasant insurrections have been linked with outright
demands for the return of collectivised stocks of grain, livestock and tools ...

Between 1st February and 15th March, 25,000 have been arrested ... 656 have
been executed, 3673 have been imprisoned in labour camps and 5580 exiled ../

Report of K.M. Karlson, President of the State Police Administration of the Ukraine
to the Central Committee of the Communist Party, on 19 March 1930.

From: V. Sokolov (ed), Obshchestvo I Viast, v 1930-ye gody

Many within the Party criticised the confusion in industrial
production under the Planned Economy and the consequences of
collectivisation. Stalin and his sympathisers charged these critics with
conspiracy against socialism. Accusations were made throughout the
country, and by 1939, over 2 million were in prisons or labour camps.
Most were innocent of the crimes, but no one spoke for them. A
large number were forced to make false confessions under torture

and were executed — several among them were talented professionals.

Source E

This is a letter written by a peasant who did not want to join the collective farm.
To the newspaper Krestianskaia Gazeta (Peasant Newspaper)

... I am a natural working peasant born in 1879 ... there are 6 members in my
family, my wife was born in 1881, my son is 16, two daughters 19, all three go
to school, my sister is 71. From 1932, heavy taxes have been levied on me that
I have found impossible. From 1935, local authorities have increased the taxes
on me ... and I was unable to handle them and all my property was registered:
my horse, cow, calf, sheep with lambs, all my implements, furniture and my
reserve of wood for repair of buildings and they sold the lot for the taxes. In
1936, they sold two of my buildings ... the kolkhoz bought them. In 1937, of two
huts I had, one was sold and one was confiscated ../

Afanasii Dedorovich Frebenev, an independent cultivator.
From: V. Sokolov (ed), Obshchestvo I Vlast, v 1930-ye gody.
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Y The Global Influence of the Russian
Revolution and the USSR

Existing socialist parties in Europe did not wholly approve of the
way the Bolsheviks took power — and kept it. However, the possibility
of a workers’ state fired people’s imagination across the world. In
many countries, communist parties were formed — like the
Communist Party of Great Britain. The Bolsheviks encouraged
colonial peoples to follow their experiment. Many non-Russians from
outside the USSR participated in the Conference of the Peoples of
the East (1920) and the Bolshevik-founded Comintern (an international
union of pro-Bolshevik socialist parties). Some received education in
the USSR’s Communist University of the Workers of the East. By
the time of the outbreak of the Second World War, the USSR had

given socialism a global face and world stature.

Yet by the 1950s it was acknowledged within the country that the
style of government in the USSR was not in keeping with the ideals
of the Russian Revolution. In the world socialist movement too it
was recognised that all was not well in the Soviet Union. A backward
country had become a great power. Its industries and agriculture
had developed and the poor were being fed. But it had denied the
essential freedoms to its citizens and carried out its developmental
projects through repressive policies. By the end of the twentieth
century, the international reputation of the USSR as a socialist

country had declined though it was recognised that socialist ideals

still enjoyed respect among its people. But in each country the ideas i ke : 1
of socialism were rethought in a variety of different ways. NDO- I
SOVIET [ _ "
JOURNALGL 4. -
Box 5 o owor v ARO8

Writing about the Russian Revolution in India

Among those the Russian Revolution inspired were many Indians. Several
attended the Communist University. By the mid-1920s the Communist Party was
formed in India. Its members kept in touch with the Soviet Communist Party.
Important Indian political and cultural figures took an interest in the Soviet
experiment and visited Russia, among them Jawaharlal Nehru and Rabindranath

Tagore, who wrote about Soviet Socialism. In India, writings gave impressions of Fig.20 — Special Issue on
Soviet Russia. In Hindi, R.S. Avasthi wrote in 1920-21 Russian Revolution, Lenin, Lenin of the Indo-Soviet
His Life and His Thoughts, and later The Red Revolution . S.D. Vidyalankar Journal. .
Indian communists
wrote The Rebirth of Russia and The Soviet State of Russia. There was much mobilised support for the
that was written in Bengali, Marathi, Malayalam, Tamil and Telugu. USSR during the Second
World War.
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Source F

An Indian arrives in Soviet Russia in 1920

‘For the first time in our lives, we were seeing Europeans
mixing freely with Asians. On seeing the Russians mingling
freely with the rest of the people of the country we were
convinced that we had come to a land of real equality.

We saw freedom in its true light. In spite of their poverty,
imposed by the counter-revolutionaries and the imperialists,
the people were more jovial and satisfied than ever before.
The revolution had instilled confidence and fearlessness in
them. The real brotherhood of mankind would be seen here
among these people of fifty different nationalities. No
barriers of caste or religion hindered them from mixing freely
with one another. Every soul was transformed into an orator.
One could see a worker, a peasant or a soldier haranguing
like a professional lecturer.’

Shaukat Usmani, Historic Trips of a Revolutionary.

Source G

Rabindranath Tagore wrote from Russia in 1930

‘Moscow appears much less clean than the other

European capitals. None of those hurrying along the

streets look smart. The whole place belongs to the

workers ... Here the masses have not in the least been

put in the shade by the gentlemen ... those who lived in A
the background for ages have come forward in the open ACtI‘"ty
today ... I thought of the peasants and workers in my

own country. It all seemed like the work of the Genii in Compare the passages written by Shaukat
the Arabian Nights. [here] only a decade ago they were Usmani and Rabindranath Tagore. Read
as illiterate, helpless and hungry as our own masses ... them in relation to Sources C, D and E.
Who could be more astonished than an unfortunate Indian

like myself to see how they had removed the mountain of > What did Indians find impressive about
ignorance and helplessness in these few years'. the USSR ?

» What did the writers fail to notice?
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Activities

1. Imagine that you are a striking worker in 1905 who is being tried in court
for your act of rebellion. Draft the speech you would make in your defence.
Act out your speech for your class.

2. Write the headline and a short news item about the uprising of 24 October
1917 for each of the following newspapers
» a Conservative paper in France
» a Radical newspaper in Britain
» a Bolshevik newspaper in Russia

3. Imagine that you are a middle-level wheat farmer in Russia after
collectivisation. You have decided to write a letter to Stalin
explaining your objections to collectivisation. What would you write about
the conditions of your life? What do you think would be Stalin’s response
to such a farmer?

Questions

What were the social, economic and political conditions in Russia before 19057

2. Inwhat ways was the working population in Russia different from other countries in Europe,
before 19177

3. Why did the Tsarist autocracy collapse in 19177

4. Make two lists: one with the main events and the effects of the February Revolution and the
other with the main events and effects of the October Revolution. Write a paragraph on who
was involved in each, who were the leaders and what was the impact of each on Soviet history.

5. What were the main changes brought about by the Bolsheviks immediately after the October
Revolution?

6. Write a few lines to show what you know about:

kulaks

the Duma

women workers between 1900 and 1930

the Liberals

Stalin’s collectivisation programme.

YV V V V V

7. Locate these places on the World map given beside.
a) The country where the 1917 Revolution took place.
b) The country that had ‘Marseillaise’ as its war song.
c) The country where the Industrial Revolution first began in Europe.

152 Socialism in Europe and the Russian Revolution



153



Democratic Politics
I ~& ‘l,—dj}f?

SEMISTER - 1

Contents

Chapter 2

September Constitutional Design
/t? Silus
Chapter 3

October Electoral Politics
:/.l,«(é@:'l

A = -l

GSWZS 2 Q4ANAT7

é&nf[ﬂ' é&f’w




e Bl

U e S Yoo 1
-iqﬂybﬂ:’u&_JLﬁa?}“}JJW;«;w‘f 1
Ly el oS L A 2
LGSO enl e p TP’ 3
Ly ST L GEmEnduis 4

Siluss 2

LSOl

L ET S en p S (f T 2

Ly e kb 3

LSS s 4

_E S e SusSE sl g Seolos§iidland sodtasn 5

.:/.l,«dl;l 3

Ly el N LIl b AE e I i’ 1
Lyl S P L A2 bt Tl AYET .2
-iq/yu,&ﬁéqj 3

LS aili 2 SuiiE 4
Lyl IR L8 S (SPL) Ui 5
g e ot L S UE R B I L e S bl T 6

155


https://cfms.ap.gov.in/

LEARNING OUT COMES

The Students will be able to

1. What is Democracy? Why Democracy?

. Uderstand Democracy and its features.

. Distinguish between different types of governments across the world.

. Explain the differences between Democracy, Monarchy and Dictatorship.

N R

. Appreciate the Rule of Law and Rights.

. Constitutional Design

. Explain the concept of apartheid.

. Understand the need of Constitution and the efforts in making the Constitution.
. Compare and contrast the Indian Constitution with that of other countires.

. Interpret the philosophy of the Constitution.

o > W N = N

. Describe the guiding values of the Indian Constitution and appreciate the efforts of the

Constituent Assembly.

3. Electoral Politics

1. Understand the need and the role of elections in Democracy.

N

. Analyse the process of elections and the role of Election Commission in taking decisions
independently.

3. Difine the concept of citizenship.

4. Explain geographical importance of electoral constituencies.

5. Organise mock elections to elect class leaders and school pupils' leader.

6

. Feel the sensitivity in facing the challanges in conducting free and fair elections.
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CHAPTER1

What 1s Democracy?
Why Democracy?

OVERVIEW

What is democracy? What are its features? This chapter builds on a simple
definition of democracy. Step by step, we work out the meaning of the
terms involved in this definition. The aim here is to understand clearly
the bare minimum features of a democratic form of government. After going
through this chapter we should be able to distinguish a democratic form
of government from a non-democratic government. Towards the end of
this chapter, we step beyond this minimal objective and introduce a broader
idea of democracy.

Democracy is the most prevalent form of government in the world today
and it is expanding to more countries. But why is it so? What makes it
better than other forms of government? That is the second big question
that we take up in this chapter.

155 WhatisDemocracy? Why Democracy?
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1.1 WHAT 1s DEMOCRACY?

You have already read about different
forms of government. On the basis of
your understanding of democracy
so far, mentioning a few examples
write down some common features of:
m Democratic governments

= Non-democratic governments

Why define democracy?

Before we proceed further, let us
first take note of an objection by
Merry. She does not like this way
of defining democracy and wants
to ask some basic questions.
Her teacher Matilda Lyngdoh
responds to her questions, as other
classmates join the discussion:

Merry: Ma’am, | don’t like this idea. First we spend
time discussing democracy and then we want
to find out the meaning of democracy. | mean
logically shouldn’t we have approached it the
other way round? Shouldn’t the meaning have
come first and then the example?

Lyngdoh Madam: | can see your point. But that is
not how we reason in everyday life. We use
words like pen, rain or love. Do we wait to have
a definition of these words before we use them?
Come to think of it, do we have clear definition
of these words? It is only by using a word that
we understand its meaning.

Merry: But then why do we need definitions at all?

Lyngdoh Madam: We need a definition only when
we come across a difficulty in the use of a word.
We need a definition of rain only when we wish to
distinguish it from, say, drizzle or cloudburst. The
same is true for democracy. We need a clear
definition only because people use it for different
purposes, because very different kinds of gov-
ernments call themselves democracy.

Ribiang: But why do we need to work on a defini-
tion? The other day you quoted Abraham
Lincoln to us: “Democracy is government of
the people, by the people and for the people”.
We in Meghalaya always ruled ourselves. That
is accepted by everyone. Why do we need to
change that?

Lyngdoh Madam: | am not saying we need to
change it. I too find this definition very beautiful.

But we don’t know if this is the best way of
defining unless we think about it ourselves. We
must not accept something just because it is
famous, just because everyone accepts it.

Yolanda: Ma’am, can | suggest something? We don't
need to look for any definition. | read somewhere
that the word democracy comes from a Greek
word ‘Demokratia’. In Greek ‘demos’ means
people and ‘kratia’ means rule. So democracy is
rule by the people. This is the correct meaning.
Where is the need to debate?

Lyngdoh Madam: That is also a very helpful way
of thinking about this matter. | would just say
that this does not always work. A word does not
remain tied to its origin. Just think of computers.
Originally they were used for computing, thatis to
say calculating, very difficult mathematical sums.
These were very powerful calculators. But nowa-
days very few people use computers for comput-
ing sums. They use it for writing, for designing, for
listening to music and for watching films. Words
remain the same but their meaning can change
with time. In that case it is not very useful to look
atthe origins of a word.

Merry: Ma’am, so basically what you are saying
is that there is no shortcut to our thinking about
the matter ourselves. We have to think about its
meaning and evolve a definition.

Lyngdeh Madam: You got me right. Let us get on
with it now.

ZSACTIVITY

Let us take Lyngdoh Madam seriously and try to
write down the exact definition of some of the
simple words that we use all the time: pen, rain
and love. For example, is there a way of defining a
pen that distinguishes it clearly from a pencil, a
brush, a chalk or crayon.

= What have you learnt from this attempt?

= What does it teach us about understanding the

meaning of democracy?

A simple definition

Let us get back to our discussion on
similarities and differences among
governments that are called

160

I have heard a
different version.
Democracy is off
the people, far
(from) the people
and (where they)
buy the people.
Why don’twe
accept that?

What is Democracy? Why Democracy?



— Sl UL S

e dut? e 6L F Sl T,
S AN e Qe i et S
Sk Py e E ey
re QWAL ot
ULy AL A S eSS
S T e Floperfr iy 0L
U?-ufd+d/%uauﬁwgﬁ:ngtgf
G b lend e P EIL U S 2
T4 up/)’bé St ds'u?‘a c«ﬂ/’d/L/'/
L1 by e G2l K s
LéfayﬁJMﬁd/%/)’éf[Mﬁ
_gESA

Kuﬁf‘a,/’f]}'(u U
.@fruﬂg.pﬁcjw_ugz,/‘@f?@w
O RO SNl
LT L S #
Uiy e b dbsf i L
8}" Ko S [ ui":‘;&/}:@/{"/@,/ﬁ
L P I PEIL e 5
@u%&ﬂ@:tﬂﬁ;@}t{uﬁ@_t}g
225G b 2
seabol oYU U E1K0s 12
Salal & o Gl e b/ U
L PN 1L L S e
LS L S oL by F L

AL N UYL DN 21U e B iz g S A1 £
A U 05, S I Ll 2y I I F os- G

U Uy B LUt S MBI L L I T
e Ao e A5 L Bt e QW mia S AS L £ D)
BT ALPL Y S et e NS bt GH e 2 ST i

e G Wb T e

-Lct”narca/z*‘fé./@lk{uf'/.(ﬁd/cwﬁ

Qg&b:d’)d”dj/gﬂ

i Ky
U
L \EIESF
SSIBLTE
fe Lrlboop b sk
E‘;& UL A e
g

161 ?u;[_"«;u;"f ?Lal:(;/,,/);"f



CHECK
YOUR
PROGRESS

democracies. One simple factor
common to all democracies is: the
government is chosen by the people.
We could thus start with a simple
definition: democracy is a form of
government in which the rulers are
elected by the people.

This is a useful starting point. This
definition allows us to separate
democracy from forms of government
that are clearly not democratic. The
army rulers of Myanmar were not
elected by the people. Those who
happened to be in control of the army
became the rulers of the country.
People had no say in this decision.
Dictators like Pinochet (Chile) are not
elected by the people. This also
applies to monarchies. The kings of
Saudi Arabia rule not because the
people have chosen them to do so but

because they happen to be born into
the royal family.

This simple definition is not
adequate. It reminds us that
democracy is people’s rule. But if we
use this definition in an unthinking
manner, we would end up calling
almost every government that holds
an election a democracy. That would
be very misleading. As we shall find
out in Chapter 3, every government
in contemporary world wants to be
called a democracy, even if it is not
so. That is why we need to carefully
distinguish between a government
that is a democracy and one that
pretends to be one. We can do so by
understanding each word in this
definition carefully and spelling out
the features of a democratic
government.

Ribiang went back home and collected some more famous quotations on democracy. This time she
did not mention the names of the people who said or wrote these. She wants you to read these and
comment on how good or useful these thoughts are:

= Democracy gives every man the right to be his own oppressor.

= Democracy consists of choosing your dictators after they’ve told you what you think it is you want

to hear.

= Man’s capacity for justice makes democracy possible, but man’s inclination to injustice makes

democracy necessary

= Democracy is a device that insures we shall be governed no better than we deserve.
= All the ills of democracy can be cured by more democracy.

read
the

cartoon

This cartoon was
drawn when elections
were held in Iragq with

the presence of US
and other foreign
powers. What do you
think this cartoon is
saying? Why is
‘democracy’ written
the way itis?

©Stephane Peray, Thailand, Cagle Cartoons Inc.
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1.2 FEATURES OF DEMOCRACY

We have started with a simple
definition that democracy is a form
of government in which the rulers
are elected by the people. This
raises many questions:

s Who are the rulers in this
definition? Which officials must
be elected for any government to
be called a democracy? Which
decisions may be taken by non-
elected officials in a democracy?

= What kind of election constitutes
a democratic election? What
conditions must be fulfilled for an
election to be considered
democratic?

s Who are the people who can elect
the rulers or get elected as rulers?
Should this include every citizen on
an equal basis? Can a democracy
deny some citizens this right?

s Finally, what kind of a form of
government is democracy? Can
elected rulers do whatever they

want in a democracy? Or must a

democratic government function

with some limits? Is it necessary

for a democracy to respect some

rights of the citizens?

Let us consider each of these
questions with the help of some
examples.

Major decisions by elected
leaders

In Pakistan, General Pervez
Musharraf led a military coup in
October 1999. He overthrew a
democratically elected government
and declared himself the ‘Chief
Executive’ of the country. Later he
changed his designation to President
and in 2002 held a referendum in
the country that granted him a five-
year extension. Pakistani media,
human rights organisations and
democracy activists said that the
referendum was based on

NO ENTRY BEFORE

YOU FILL THAT FORM
& BECOME A MEMBER
IN AL-BA'ATH PARTY.
IS THAT CLEAR ??

read
the

cartoon

Syria is a small west
Asian country. The
ruling Ba’ath Party

and some of its small
allies are the only

parties allowed in that
country. Do you think
this cartoon could
apply to China or
Mexico? What does
the crown of leaves on
democracy signify?

©Emad Hajjaj, Jordan, Cagle Cartoons Inc. 7 June 2005
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read
the

cartoon

This cartoon was
drawn in the context of
Latin America. Do you

think it applies to the
Pakistani situation as
well? Think of other
countries where this
could apply? Does
this happen
sometimes in our
country as well?

©Ares, Caglecartoon.com, Cagle Cartoons Inc. 22 January 2005

=
All this is so remote
forme. Is
democracy all
about rulers and
governments? Can
we talk about a
democratic
classroom? Ora
democratic family?

malpractices and fraud. In August
2002 he issued a ‘Legal Framework

Order’ that amended the
Constitution of Pakistan. According
to this Order, the President can
dismiss the national and provincial
assemblies. The work of the civilian
cabinet is supervised by a National
Security Council which is
dominated by military officers. After
passing this law, elections were
held to the national and provincial
assemblies. So Pakistan has had
elections, elected representatives
have some powers. But the final
power rested with military officers
and General Musharraf himself.
Clearly, there are many reasons
why Pakistan under General
Musharraf should not be called a
democracy. But let us focus on one
of these. Can we say that the rulers
are elected by the people in
Pakistan? Not quite. People may
have elected their representatives to
the national and provincial
assemblies but those elected
representatives were not really the

rulers. They cannot take the final
decisions. The power to take final
decision rested with army officials
and with General Musharraf, and
none of them were elected by the
people. This happens in many
dictatorships and monarchies. They
formally have an elected parliament
and government but the real power
is with those who are not elected.
In a few countries, the real power
was with some external powers and
not  with locally elected
representatives. This cannot be
called people’s rule.

This gives us the first feature. In a
democracy the final decision-
making power must rest with those
elected by the people.

Free and fair electoral
competition

In China, elections are regularly
held after every five years for
electing the country’s parliament,
called Quanguo Renmin Daibiao
Dahui (National People’s Congress).
The National People’s Congress has
the power to appoint the President
of the country. It has nearly 3,000
members elected from all over
China. Some members are elected
by the army. Before contesting
elections, a candidate needs the
approval of the Chinese Communist
Party. Only those who are members
of the Chinese Communist Party or
eight smaller parties allied to it were
allowed to contest elections held in
2002-03. The government is always
formed by the Communist Party.
Since its independence in 1930,
Mexico holds elections after every
six years to elect its President. The
country has never been under a
military or dictator’s rule. But until
2000 every election was won by a

165 WhatisDemocracy? Why Democracy?
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party called PRI (Institutional
Revolutionary Party). Opposition
parties did contest elections, but
never managed to win. The PRI was
known to use many dirty tricks to
win elections. All those who were
employed in government offices
had to attend its party meetings.
Teachers of government schools
used to force parents to vote for the
PRI. Media largely ignored the
activities of opposition political
parties except to criticise them.
Sometimes the polling booths were
shifted from one place to another in
the last minute, which made it

read
the

17 May 2005

cartoon

This cartoon was
titled ‘Building
_ Democracy’ and was
e, first published in a
; Latin American
publication. What do
moneybags signify
here? Could this
cartoon be applied to

e=>»ONerilicon, E/ Economista , Mexico, Cagle Cartoons Inc.

difficult for people to cast their votes.
The PRI spent a large sum of money
in the campaign for its candidates.

Should we consider the elections
described above as examples of
people electing their rulers? Reading
these examples we get a sense that
we cannot. There are many problems
here. In China the elections do not
offer the people any serious choice.
They have to choose the ruling party
and the candidates approved by it.
Can we call this a choice? In the
Mexican example, people seemed to
really have a choice but in practice
they had no choice. There was no
way the ruling party could be
defeated, even if people were against
it. These are not fair elections.

We can thus add a second feature
to our understanding of democracy.
Holding elections of any kind is not
sufficient. The elections must offer
a real choice between political
alternatives. And it should be
possible for people to use this choice
to remove the existing rulers, if they
wish so. So, a democracy must be
based on a free and fair election
where those currently in power
have a fair chance of losing. We
shall find out more about a
democratic election in Chapter 3.

[ "" L3 '.’_
" yé;ﬂ":@{/

Earlier, we read about how the struggle
for democracy was linked to the
demand for universal adult franchise.
This principle has now come to be
accepted almost all over the world. Yet
there are many instances of denial of
equal right to vote.
= Until 2015, in Saudi Arabia women
did not have the right to vote.
= Estonia has made its citizenship
rules in such a way that people
belonging to Russian minority
find it difficult to get the right to
vote.
= In Fiji, the electoral system is
such that the vote of an
indigenous Fiji has more value
than that of an Indian-Fijian.
Democracy is based on a
fundamental principle of political
equality. That gives us the third
feature of democracy: in a
democracy, each adult citizen must
have one vote and each vote must
have one value. We shall read more
about it in Chapter 3.

168 What is Democracy? Why Democracy?
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read
the

AT 1asT!

ONE MAN.,
one Vote !

cartoon

This cartoon is about
the Iraqi election held
after Saddam
Hussein’s regime was
overthrown. He is
shown behind the
bars. What is the
cartoonist saying
here? Compare the
message of this
cartoon with the first
cartoon in this
chapter.

©John Trever, Albuquerque Journal, US, Cagle Cartoons Inc.

Zimbabwe attained independence
from White minority rule in 1980.
Since then the country has been
ruled by ZANU-PF, the party that led
the freedom struggle. Its leader,
Robert Mugabe, ruled the country
since independence. Elections were
held regularly and always won by
ZANU-PF. President Mugabe was
popular but also used unfair practices
in elections. Over the years his
government changed the constitution
several times to increase the powers
of the President and make him less
accountable. Opposition party
?workers were harassed and their
- meeting disrupted. Public protests
and demonstrations against the

Why t hout government were declared illegal.
Zimbabwe? | read There was a law that limited the right
similar reports from  to criticise the President. Television

and radio were controlled by the
government and gave only the
ruling party’s version. There were
independent newspapers but the

many parts of our
own country. Why
don’t we discuss

that?
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government harassed those
journalists who went against it. The
government ignored some court
judgments that went against it and
pressurised judges. He was forced
out of office in 2017.

The example of Zimbabwe shows
that popular approval of the rulers is
necessary in a democracy, but it is
not sufficient. Popular governments
can be undemocratic. Popular leaders
can be autocratic. If we wish to assess
a democracy, it is important to look
at the elections. But it is equally
important to look before and after the
elections. There should be sufficient
room for normal political activity,
including political opposition, in the
period before elections. This requires
that the state should respect some
basic rights of the citizen. They should
be free to think, to have opinions, to
express these in public, to form
associations, to protest and take other
political actions. Everyone should be
equal in the eyes of law. These rights
must be protected by an independent

What is Democracy? Why Democracy?
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judiciary whose orders are obeyed by
everyone. We shall read more about
these rights in Chapter 5.

Similarly, there are some
conditions that apply to the way a
government is run after the elections.
A democratic government cannot do
whatever it likes, simply because it
has won an election. It has to respect
some basic rules. In particular it has
to respect some guarantees to the
minorities. Every major decision has
to go through a series of
consultations. Every office bearer has
certain rights and responsibilities
assigned by the constitution and the
law. Each of these is accountable not
only to the people but also to other
independent officials. We shall read
more about this in Chapter 4.

Both these aspects give us the fourth
and final feature of democracy:
a democratic government rules
within limits set by constitutional
law and citizens’ rights.
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Let us sum up the discussion so far.
We started with a simple definition
that democracy is a form of

government in which the rulers are d
elected by the people. We found that rea
this definition was not adequate The
unless we explained some of the key

words used in it. Through a series of I:(erOOH
examples we worked out four features
of democracy as a form of
government. Accordingly, democracy

Chinese government

is a form of government in which: ?'OCked freeflow of
= Rulers elected by the people take  [nformationonthe
all the major decisions; internet by placing

= Elections offer a choice and fair restictions on popula’r
opportunity to the people to Websites like ‘Google

change the current rulers; and ‘Yahoo'. The

= This choice and opportunity is image of tanks and an
available to all the people on an unarmed student
equal basis; and reminds the reader of

= The exercise of this choice leads another majoreventin
to a government limited by basic recent Chinese history.
rules of the constitution and Find out about that
citizens’ rights. gvent.
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CHECK
YOUR
PROGRESS

Read these five examples of working or denial of democracy. Match each of these with the relevant

feature of democracy discussed above.

Example Feature

Kipg of Bhutan ha§ dec_lared thqt in future he will be . Rule of law

guided by the advice given to him by elected representatives. ~ ——— N

Many Tamil workers who migrated from India were Respect for Rights

not given a right to vote in Sri Lanka. - -~—t~ T

The king imposed a ban on political gatherings, 0::":;:}?“ one Yoie

demonstrations and rallies. e Free and fair gje t

The Indian Supreme Court held that the dissolution of Competition .

Bihar assembly was unconstitutional. ey il
Major decisions by —

Political parties in Bangladesh have agreed that a neutral
government should rule the country at the time of elections.

elected leaders

ein
m’s
class! That sounds
like a democratic
classroom.
Doesn'tit?

[ want
Lyngdoh Ma

1.3 WHY DEMOCRACY?

An argument broke out in Madam
Lyngdoh’s class. She had finished
teaching the previous section on
what is democracy and asked the
students if they thought democracy
was the best form of government.
Everyone had something to say.

Debating merits of

democra

Yolanda: We live in a democratic country. All over
the world people want democracy. Countries that
were not democratic earlier are becoming demo-
cratic now. All great people have said nice things
about democracy. Isn’t it obvious that democracy
is the best? Do we need to debate this?

Tangkini: But Lyngdoh Madam had said we should
not accept something just because itis famous,
just because everyone else accepts it. Isn’t it
possible that everyone is following a wrong
path?

Jeni: Yes, it actually is a wrong path. What has
democracy brought to our country? Seven
decades of democracy and there is so much
poverty in the country.

Ribiang: But what has democracy got to do with
it? Do we have poverty because we are demo-
cratic or do we have poverty despite being a
democracy?

174

Jeni: Whatever, how does it make a difference?
The point is that this can’t be the best form of
government. Democracy is all about chaos, in-
stability, corruption and hypocrisy. Politicians
fight among themselves. Who cares for the coun-
try?

Poimon: So, what should we have instead? Go
back to the British rule? Invite some kings to
rule this country?

Rose: | don’t know. | think what this country needs
is a strong leader, someone who does not have
to bother about elections and parliament. One
leader should have all the powers. He should
be able to do whatever is needed in country’s
interest. That alone can remove corruption and
poverty from this country.

Someone shouted: That is called dictatorship!

Hoi: What if that person starts using all these pow-
ers for himself and his family? What if he is
corrupt himself?

Rose: | am speaking only of the honest, sincere
and strong leader.

Hoi: But that is not fair. You are comparing a real
democracy with an ideal dictatorship.
We should compare an ideal with an ideal, the
real with the real. Go and check the record of
dictators in real life. They are most corrupt, self-
ish and brutal. It is just that we don’t get to know
about this. And what is worse, you can’t even
get rid of them.

What is Democracy? Why Democracy?
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Madam Lyngdoh was listening to
this discussion with interest. Now
she stepped in: “I was delighted to
see you all arguing so passionately.
I don’t know who is right and who
is wrong. That is for you to settle.
But I did feel that you all wanted to
speak your mind. You may have felt
very bad if someone tried to stop you
or if someone punished you for
saying what you felt. Would you be
able to do that in a country that is
not democratic? Is that a good
argument for democracy?”

Arguments against democracy

This conversation has most of the

arguments that we routinely hear

against democracy. Let us go over
some of these arguments:

m Leaders keep changing in a
democracy. This leads to
instability.

= Democracy is all about political
competition and power play.
There is no scope for morality.

= So many people have to be
consulted in a democracy that it
leads to delays.

= Elected leaders do not know the
best interest of the people. It leads
to bad decisions.

= Democracy leads to corruption for
it is based on electoral competition.

= Ordinary people don’t know what
is good for them; they should not
decide anything.

Are there some other arguments
against democracy that you can
think of? Which of these arguments
applies mainly to democracy?
Which of these can apply to misuse
of any form of government? Which
of these do you agree with?

Clearly, democracy is not a
magical solution for all the
problems. It has not ended poverty
in our country and in other parts of
the world. Democracy as a form of

government only ensures that
people take their own decisions.
This does not guarantee that their
decisions will be good. People can
make mistakes. Involving the people
in these decisions does lead
to delays in decision making. It
is also true that democracy leads
to frequent changes in leadership.
Sometimes this can set back
big decisions and affect the
government’s efficiency.

These arguments show that
democracy of the kind we see may
not be the ideal form of government.
But that is not a question we face
in real life. The real question we
face is different: is democracy better
than other forms of government that
are there for us to choose from?

Arguments for democracy

China’s famine of 1958-1961 was
the worst recorded famine in world
history. Nearly three crore people
died in this famine. During those
days, India’s economic condition
was not much better than China. Yet
India did not have a famine of the

This cartoon is from
Brazil, a country that
has long experience of
dictatorship. Itis
entitled “The Hidden
Side of Dictatorship”.
Which hidden sides
does this cartoon
depict? Is it necessary
for every dictatorship
to have a hidden side?
If possible, find this
out about the dictators
including Pinochetin
Chile, Jaruzelski in
Poland, Sani Abacha
in Nigeria and
Ferdinand Marcos in
the Philippines.

read
the

cartoon

s M A ¥ A
www.caglecartoons.com/espanol

Cagle Cartoons Inc. 6 December 2004

©0smani Simanca, Brazil,
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What wc ave

happened dia
was not a
democracy?

Could we have
stayed together as
a single nation?

kind China had. Economists think
that this was a result of different
government policies in the two
countries. The existence of
democracy in India made the
Indian government respond to food
scarcity in a way that the Chinese
government did not. They point out
that no large-scale famine has ever
taken place in an independent and
democratic country. If China too had
multiparty elections, an opposition
party and a press free to criticise the
government, then so many people
may not have died in the famine.

This example brings out one of the
reasons why democracy is considered
the best form of government.
Democracy is better than any other
form of government in responding to
the needs of the people. A non-
democratic government may and can
respond to the people’s needs, but it
all depends on the wishes of the
people who rule. If the rulers don’t
want to, they don’t have to act
according to the wishes of the people.
A democracy requires that the rulers
have to attend to the needs of the
people. A democratic government is
a better government because it is a
more accountable form of
government.

There is another reason why
democracy should lead to better
decisions than any non-democratic
government. Democracy is based on
consultation and discussion. A
democratic decision always
involves many persons, discussions
and meetings. When a number of
people put their heads together,
they are able to point out possible
mistakes in any decision. This takes
time. But there is a big advantage
in taking time over important
decisions. This reduces the
chances of rash or irresponsible
decisions. Thus democracy

178

improves the quality of decision-
making.

This is related to the third
argument. Democracy provides a
method to deal with differences
and conflicts. In any society people
are bound to have differences of
opinions and interests. These
differences are particularly sharp in
a country like ours which has an
amazing social diversity. People
belong to different regions, speak
different languages, practise
different religions and have different
castes. They look at the world very
differently and have different
preferences. The preferences of one
group can clash with those of other
groups. How do we resolve such a
conflict? The conflict can be solved
by brutal power. Whichever group is
more powerful will dictate its terms
and others will have to accept that.
But that would lead to resentment
and unhappiness. Different groups
may not be able to live together for
long in such a way. Democracy
provides the only peaceful solution
to this problem. In democracy, no
one is a permanent winner. No one
is a permanent loser. Different
groups can live with one another
peacefully. In a diverse country like
India, democracy keeps our
country together.

These three arguments were
about the effects of democracy on
the quality of government and social
life. But the strongest argument for
democracy is not about what
democracy does to the government.
It is about what democracy does to
the citizens. Even if democracy does
not bring about better decisions
and accountable government, it is
still better than other forms of
government. Democracy enhances
the dignity of citizens. As we
discussed above, democracy is

What is Democracy? Why Democracy?
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based on the principle of political
equality, on recognising that the
poorest and the least educated has
the same status as the rich and the
educated. People are not subjects of
a ruler, they are the rulers
themselves. Even when they make
mistakes, they are responsible for
their conduct.

Finally, democracy is better than
other forms of government because
it allows us to correct its own
mistakes. As we saw above, there is
no guarantee that mistakes cannot
be made in democracy. No form of
government can guarantee that. The
advantage in a democracy is that
such mistakes cannot be hidden for
long. There is a space for public
discussion on these mistakes. And

WE VOTERS ARE ANGRY AND WERE
NOT GOING TO TAKE IT ANYMORE. ..

THEY STOLE OUR MONEY..

THE LIBERALS HAVE
BEEN ARROGANT...

SO, ON JUNE 28, WERE GOING

there is a room for correction. Either
the rulers have to change their
decisions, or the rulers can be
changed. This cannot happen in a
non-democratic government.

Let us sum it up. Democracy
cannot get us everything and is not
the solution to all problems. But it
is clearly better than any other
alternative that we know. It offers
better chances of a good decision,
it is likely to respect people’s own
wishes and allows different kinds of
people to live together. Even when
it fails to do some of these things, it
allows a way of correcting its
mistakes and offers more dignity to
all citizens. That is why democracy
is considered the best form of
government. ‘

THEY'VE BROKEN OUR
TRUST IN GOVERNMENT..

©Cam Cardow, The Ottawa Citizen, Canada, Cagle Cartoons Inc. 30 May 2004

" WERE GOING TO

TO DO WHAT CANADIANS DO BEST..  VOTE THEM BACK IN.

Rajesh and Muzaffar read an article. It showed that no democracy has ever gone to war with another
democracy. Wars take place only when one of the two governments is non-democratic. The article said
that this was a great merit of democracy. After reading the essay, Rajesh and Muzaffar had different
reactions. Rajesh said that this was not a good argument for democracy. It was just a matter of chance.
It is possible that in future democracies may have wars. Muzaffar said that it could not be a matter of
chance. Democracies take decisions in such a way that it reduces the chances of war. Which of the two

positions do you agree with and why?

This cartoon was
published in Canada
just before its
parliamentary
elections of 2004.
Everyone, including
the cartoonist,
expected the Liberal
party to win once
again. When the
results came, the
Liberal Party lost the
elections. Is this
cartoon an argument
against democracy or
for democracy?

read
the

carfoon

CHECK
YOUR
PROGRESS

180

What is Democracy? Why Democracy?



j‘%'dg&/ufy)gwbv'f.:f,}ﬁgﬁ
L U168 e Qe erfy sl sl

EoB Ll e’ 1.4
G’Lzmbw/&“ZQJMé_ﬂuﬁygw
Al 2 ST Ui b bon p i S i e

_‘aL"nu’C'L‘L‘/&:’J L“’.b;ll:z;;’id'jl/vg/? 2 /;& Je r{%b Y L.:«La‘r‘ﬁ;d!
O Lo AL e dednS n e it t e omtie haa
W@VJ%WU:UM(V“EJQ’}‘%’ u:«’La’J’&(b e b/d/v../x*‘f e

. - S e U T et
AL 220 Gt P £ oyl U
:,u;zwf/f_wu,,_‘g l:’n'wlaﬂ:’[ Q}fl_z_/ufyﬁﬂ(ﬁug,:‘aﬁww
d‘jg_‘a&/;cd/l.’zuﬁ'c/&/'uﬁu;ﬁ/ﬁ -‘L&ﬂc«ﬂglg{d’_/&?cbjl‘ad/ﬂf}ﬁ/g

= B p o
PR Y- A 8
I gt I CACeL O P _

u;JgJ):“i"; gf‘ku?
Jeniddeui
et F
S F 586
UL E
LA BT eny
GTrlril bl
?U,?Z},’,—’“

| TR

i e Thom Tiemees ~f




This famous cartoon

yRKLaman 1 4 BROADER MEAN-
comments on the °
celebrations of thefity 1NGS OF DEMOCRACY
years of In this chapter we have considered

the meaning of democracy in a
limited and descriptive sense. We
have understood democracy as a
form of government. This way of
defining democracy helps us to
identify a clear set of minimal
features that a democracy must
have. The most common form that
democracy takes in our times is that
of a representative democracy. You
have already read about this in the
previous classes. In the countries we
call democracy, all the people do not
rule. A majority is allowed to take
decisions on behalf of all the people.

independence. How
many images on the
wall do you recognize?
Do many common
people feel the way the
common man in this
cartoon does?

read
the
cartoon

’;n.

%%ﬁ? @ CoLLpBORATION
. NGER Corg, coHPVTER>

Even the majority does not rule

directly. The majority of people rule

through their elected representatives.

This become necessary because:

= Modern democracies involve such
a large number of people that it is
physically impossible for them to
sit together and take a collective
decision.

m Even if they could, the citizen
does not have the time, the desire
or the skills to take part in all the
decisions.

This gives us a clear but minimal
understanding of democracy. This
clarity helps us to distinguish
democracies from non-democracies.

A MOLRACY N
s iy, e St o

R rom o ocoNOMICPROGRESS, T Y-.
“2 GROWTH, €CO » X

MOBILE PUONES, Phcepe o

©R.K. Laxman, The Times of India
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distinguish between a democracy
and a good democracy. It does not
allow us to see the operation of
democracy beyond government. For
this we need to turn to broader
meanings of democracy.

Sometimes we use democracy for
organisations other than the
government. Just read these
statements:

m “We are a very democratic family.
Whenever a decision has to be taken,
we all sit down and arrive at a
consensus. My opinion matters as much
as my father’s.”

m “I don’t like teachers who do not allow
students to speak and ask questions in
the class. I would like to have teachers
with democratic temperament.”

m “One leader and his family members
decide everything in this party. How
can they talk of democracy?’

These ways of using the word
democracy go back to its basic
sense of a method of taking
decisions. A democratic decision
involves consultation with and
consent of all those who are affected
by that decision. Those who are not
powerful have the same say in
taking the decision as those who are
powerful. This can apply to a
government or a family or any other
organisation. Thus democracy is
also a principle that can be applied
to any sphere of life.

Sometimes we use the word
democracy not to describe any
existing government but to set up
an ideal standard that all
democracies must aim to become:
s “True democracy will come to this

country only when no one goes hungry

to bed.”

= “In a democracy every citizen must be
able to play equal role in decision
making. For this you don’t need just
an equal right to vote. Every citizen
needs to have equal information, basic
education, equal resources and a lot

of commitment.”

If we take these ideals seriously,
then no country in the world is a
democracy. Yet an understanding
of democracy as an ideal reminds
us of why we value democracy. It
enables us to judge an existing
democracy and identify its
weaknesses. It helps wus to
distinguish between a minimal
democracy and a good democracy.

In this book we do not deal much
with this expanded notion of
democracy. Our focus here is with
some core institutional features of
democracy as a form of government.
Next year you will read more about
a democratic society and ways of
evaluating our democracy. At this
stage we just need to note that
democracy can apply to many
spheres of life and that democracy
can take many forms. There can be
various ways of taking decisions in
a democratic manner, as long as the
basic principle of consultation on
an equal basis is accepted. The
most common form of democracy in
today’s world is rule through
people’s elected representatives. We
shall read more about that in
Chapter 3. But if the community is
small, there can be other ways of
taking democratic decisions. All
the people can sit together and take
decisions directly. This is how
Gram Sabha should work in a
village. Can you think of some other
democratic ways of decision making?

gACTIVITY

Find out the total number of eligible voters in your
assembly constituency and your parliamentary
constituency. Find out how many people can fit
into the largest stadium in your area. Is it possible
for all the voters in your parliamentary or assembly
constituency to sit together and have a meaningful
discussion?

184

In my village the

Gram Sabha never

me Is that
\ocratic?
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This also means that no country
is a perfect democracy. The features
of democracy that we discussed in
this chapter provide only the

minimum conditions of a
democracy. That does not make it
an 1ideal democracy. Every

democracy has to try to realise the
ideals of a democratic decision-
making. This cannot be achieved
once and for all. This requires a
constant effort to save and
strengthen democratic forms of
decision-making. What we do as
citizens can make a difference to
making our country more or less

of the country depends not just on
what the rulers do, but mainly on
what we, as citizens, do.

This is what distinguished
democracy from other governments.
Other forms of government like
monarchy, dictatorship or one-party
rule do not require all citizens to
take part in politics. In fact most
non-democratic governments
would like citizens not to take part
in politics. But democracy depends
on active political participation by
all the citizens. That is why a study
of democracy must focus on
democratic politics.

democratic. This is the strength and
the weakness of democracy: the fate

eXercisSes 1 Here is some information about four countries. Based on this
information, how would you classify each of these countries. Write
‘democratic’, ‘undemocratic’ or ‘not sure’ against each of these.

a Country A: People who do not accept the country’s official religion
do not have a right to vote.

Country B: The same party has been winning elections for the
last twenty years.

Country C: Ruling party has lost in the last three elections.

Country D: There is no independent election commission.

b

c
d

Here is some information about four countries. Based on this
information, how would you classify each of these countries. Write
‘democratic’, ‘undemocratic’ or ‘not sure’ against each of these.

a Country P: The parliament cannot pass a law about the army
without the consent of the Chief of Army.

Country Q: The parliament cannot pass a law reducing the powers
of the judiciary.

Country R: The country’s leaders cannot sign any treaty with
another country without taking permission from its neighbouring
country.

Country S: All the major economic decisions about the country
are taken by officials of the central bank which the ministers
cannot change.

b

(o]

Which of these is not a good argument in favour of democracy? Why?
a People feel free and equal in a democracy.

b Democracies resolve conflict in a better way than others.

c¢ Democratic government is more accountable to the people.

d Democracies are more prosperous than others.

186 What is Democracy? Why Democracy?
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Each of these statements contains a democratic and an undemocratic

element. Write out the two separately for each statement.

a A minister said that some laws have to be passed by the parliament
in order to conform to the regulations decided by the World Trade
Organisation (WTO).

b The Election Commission ordered re-polling in a constituency
where large-scale rigging was reported.

¢ Women’s representation in the parliament has barely reached 10
per cent. This led women’s organisations to demand one-third
seats for women.

Which of these is not a valid reason for arguing that there is a lesser

possibility of famine in a democratic country?

a Opposition parties can draw attention to hunger and starvation.

b Free press can report suffering from famine in different parts of
the country.

c Government fears its defeat in the next elections.

d People are free to believe in and practise any religion.

There are 40 villages in a district where the government has made
no provision for drinking water. These villagers met and considered
many methods of forcing the government to respond to their need.
Which of these is not a democratic method?

a Filing a case in the courts claiming that water is part of right to
life.

b Boycotting the next elections to give a message to all parties.

¢ Organising public meetings against government’s policies.

d Paying money to government officials to get water.

Write a response to the following arguments against democracy:

a Army is the most disciplined and corruption-free organisation in
the country. Therefore army should rule the country.

b Rule of the majority means the rule of ignorant people. What we
need is the rule of the wise, even if they are in small numbers.

c If we want religious leaders to guide us in spiritual matters, why
not invite them to guide us in politics as well. The country should
be ruled by religious leaders.

Are the following statements in keeping with democracy as a

value? Why?

a Father to daughter: I don’t want to hear your opinion about your
marriage. In our family children marry where the parents tell them
to.

b Teacher to student: Don’t disturb my concentration by asking me
questions in the classroom.

c Employee to the officer: Our working hours must be reduced
according to the law.

188 What is Democracy? Why Democracy?
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exercises 9

10

Consider the following facts about a country and decide if you would
call it a democracy. Give reasons to support your decision.

a

b

All the citizens of the country have right to vote. Elections are
held regularly.

The country took loan from international agencies. One of the
conditions for giving loan was that the government would reduce
its expenses on education and health.

People speak more than seven languages but education is
available only in one language, the language spoken by 52
percent people of that country.

Several organisations have given a call for peaceful
demonstrations and nation wide strikes in the country to oppose
these policies. Government has arrested these leaders.

The government owns the radio and television in the country. All
the newspapers have to get permission from the government to
publish any news about government’s policies and protests.

In 2004 a report published in USA pointed to the increasing
inequalities in that country. Inequalities in income reflected in the
participation of people in democracy. It also shaped their abilities to
influence the decisions taken by the government. The report
highlighted that:

If an average Black family earns $ 100 then the income of average
White family is $ 162. A White family has twelve times more wealth
than the average Black family.

In a President’s election ‘nearly 9 out of 10 individuals in families
with income over $ 75,000 have voted. These people are the top
20% of the population in terms of their income. On the other hand
only 5 people out of 10 from families with income less than $
15,000 have voted. They are the bottom 20% of the population in
terms of their income.

About 95% contribution to the political parties comes from the
rich. This gives them opportunity to express their opinions and
concerns, which is not available to most citizens.

As poor sections participate less in politics, the government does
not listen to their concerns — coming out of poverty, getting job,
education, health care and housing for them. Politicians hear most
regularly about the concerns of business persons and the rich.

Write an essay on ‘Democracy and Poverty’ using the information
given in this report but using examples from India.

Most newspapers have an editorial page. On that page the newspaper
publishes its own opinions about current affairs. The paper also publishes
the views of other writers and intellectuals and letters written by the
readers. Follow any one newspaper for one month and collect editorials,
articles and letters on that page that have anything to do with democracy.
Classify these into the following categories:

Constitutional and legal aspects of democracy
Citizens’ rights

Electoral and party politics

Criticism of democracy

190 What is Democracy? Why Democracy?
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CHAPTER 2

CONSTITUTIONAL
DESIGN

OVERVIEW

We noted in the previous chapter that in a democracy the rulers are not
free to do what they like. There are certain basic rules that the citizens
and the government have to follow. All such rules together are called
constitution. As the supreme law of the country, the constitution
determines the rights of citizens, the powers of the government and how
the government should function.

In this chapter we ask some basic questions about the constitutional
design of a democracy. Why do we need a constitution? How are the
constitutions drawn up? Who designs them and in what way? What are
the values that shape the constitutions in democratic states? Once a
constitution is accepted, can we make changes later as required by the
changing conditions?

One recent instance of designing constitution for a democratic state is
that of South Africa. We begin this chapter by looking at what happened
there and how the South Africans went about this task of designing their
constitution. Then we turn to how the Indian Constitution was made,
what its foundational values are, and how it provides a good framework
for the conduct of citizens’ life and that of the government.

e Consmmumona Desion
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Nelson Mandela

A signboard emblematic of
the tense relations of the
apartheid era, 1953.

South Africa History Online

2.1 DEMOCRATIC CONSTITUTION IN

SOUTH AFRICA

“I have fought against white domination
and I have fought against black
domination. I have cherished the ideal
of a democratic and free society in which
all persons live together in harmony and
with equal opportunities. It is an ideal
which I hope to live for and to achieve.
But if needs be, it is an ideal for which
I am prepared to die.”

This was Nelson Mandela, being
tried for treason by the white South
African government. He and seven
other leaders were sentenced to life
imprisonment in 1964 for daring to
oppose the apartheid regime in his
country. He spent the next 28 years
in South Africa’s most dreaded
prison, Robben Island.
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Sign on Durban beach

in English, Afrikaans
and Zulu

In English it reads:

‘CITY OF DURBAN Under
section 37 of the Durban
beach by-laws, this
bathing area is reserved
for the sole use of
members of the white race
group’.

Struggle against apartheid
Apartheid was the name of a system
of racial discrimination unique to
South Africa. The white Europeans
imposed this system on South
Africa. During the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries, the trading
companies from Europe occupied it
with arms and force, in the way they
occupied India. But unlike India,
a large number of ‘whites’ had
settled in South Africa and became
the local rulers. The system of

apartheid divided the people and
labelled them on the basis of their
skin colour. The native people of
South Africa are black in colour.
They made up about three-fourth of
the population and were called
‘blacks’. Besides these two groups,
there were people of mixed races
who were called ‘coloured’ and
people who migrated from India.
The white rulers treated all non-
whites as inferiors. The non-whites
did not have voting rights.

The apartheid system was
particularly oppressive for the
blacks. They were forbidden from
living in white areas. They could
work in white areas only if they had
a permit. Trains, buses, taxis, hotels,
hospitals, schools and colleges,
libraries, cinema halls, theatres,
beaches, swimming pools, public

John Mullén, W/'kipeaia,‘ GNU Free Documentation License
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toilets, were all separate for the
whites and blacks. This was called
segregation. They could not even
visit the churches where the whites
worshipped. Blacks could not form
associations or protest against the
terrible treatment.

Since 1950, the blacks, coloured
and Indians fought against the
apartheid system. They launched
protest marches and strikes. The
African National Congress (ANC)
was the umbrella organisation that
led the struggle against the policies
of segregation. This included many
workers’unions and the Communist
Party. Many sensitive whites also
joined the ANC to oppose apartheid
and played a leading role in this
struggle. Several countries de-
nounced apartheid as unjust and
racist. But the white racist govern-
ment continued to rule by detain-
ing, torturing and killing thousands
of black and coloured people.

ZSACTIVITY

= Make a poster on the life and struggle of Nelson
Mandela.

= [f available, read some portions of his autobiog-
raphy, The Long Walk to Freedom, in the class-
room.

Towards a new constitution
As protests and struggles against
apartheid had increased, the
government realised that they could
no longer keep the blacks under
their rule through repression. The
white regime changed its policies.
Discriminatory laws were repealed.
Ban on political parties and
restrictions on the media were
lifted. After 28 years of
imprisonment, Nelson Mandela
walked out of the jail as a free man.
Finally, at the midnight of 26 April

1994, the new national flag of the
Republic of South Africa was
unfurled marking the newly born
democracy in the world. The
apartheid government came to an
end, paving way for the formation of
a multi-racial government.

How did this come about? Let us
hear Mandela, the first president of
this new South Africa, on this extra-
ordinary transition:

“Historical enemies succeeded in
negotiating a peaceful transition from
apartheid to democracy exactly because
we were prepared to accept the inherent
capacity for goodness in the other. My
wish is that South Africans never give
up on the belief in goodness, that they
cherish that faith in human beings is the
cornerstone of our democracy.”

After the emergence of the new
democratic South Africa, black
leaders appealed to fellow blacks to
forgive the whites for the atrocities
they had committed while in power.
They said let us build a new South
Africa based on equality of all races
and men and women, on
democratic values, social justice
and human rights. The party that
ruled through oppression and brutal
killings and the party that led the
freedom struggle sat together to
draw up a common constitution.

After two years of discussion and
debate they came out with one of the
finest constitutions the world has
ever had. This constitution gave to
its citizens the most extensive rights
available in any country. Together,
they decided that in the search for
a solution to the problems, nobody
should be excluded, no one should
be treated as a demon. They agreed
that everybody should become part
of the solution, whatever they might
have done or represented in the
past. The preamble to the South
African Constitution (see page 212)
sums up this spirit.
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The South African constitution
inspires democrats all over the
world. A state denounced by the
entire world till 1994 as the most
undemocratic one is now seen as a
model of democracy. What made this
change possible was the
determination of the people of South
Africa to work together, to transform
bitter experiences into the binding
glue of a rainbow nation. Speaking
on the South African Constitution,
Mandela said:

“The Constitution of South Africa
speaks of both the past and the future.
On the one hand, it is a solemn pact in
which we, as South Africans, declare to
one another that we shall never permit a
repetition of our racist, brutal and
repressive past. But it is more than that.
It is also a charter for the transformation
of our country into one which is truly
shared by all its people — a country which
in the fullest sense belongs to all of us,
black and white, women and men.”

Does the story of South African struggle for freedom
This image captures the spirit of South Africa today.

South Africans call themselves a ‘rainbow nation’. Can
you guess why?

For more details about South Africa, visit https://www.gov.za

remind you of the Indian national movement? Make a list of similarities and dissimilarities between the

two on the following points:

= Nature of colonialism

= Relationship between different communities
= Leadership: Gandhi/ Mandela

= Party that led the struggle: African National Congress/ Indian National Congress

= Vlethod of struggle

2.2 WHY DO WE NEED A CONSTITUTION?

The South African example is a good
way to understand why we need a
constitution and what do
constitutions do. The oppressor and
the oppressed in this new democracy
were planning to live together as
equals. It was not going to be easy for
them to trust each other. They had

their fears. They wanted to safeguard
their interests. The black majority
was keen to ensure that the
democratic principle of majority rule
was not compromised. They wanted
substantial social and economic
rights. The white minority was keen
to protect its privileges and property.

s Consmmumona Desion
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After long negotiations both parties
agreed to a compromise. The whites
agreed to the principle of majority
rule and that of one person one vote.
They also agreed to accept some
basic rights for the poor and the
workers. The blacks agreed that
majority rule would not be absolute.
They agreed that the majority would
not take away the property of the white
minority. This compromise was not
easy. How was this compromise going
to be implemented? Even if they
managed to trust each other, what
was the guarantee that this trust will
not be broken in future?

The only way to build and
maintain trust in such a situation
is to write down some rules of the
game that everyone would abide by.
These rules lay down how the rulers
are to be chosen in future. These
rules also determine what the
elected governments are
empowered to do and what they
cannot do. Finally these rules
decide the rights of the citizen.
These rules will work only if the
winner cannot change them very
easily. This is what the South
Africans did. They agreed on some
basic rules. They also agreed that
these rules will be supreme, that no
government will be able to ignore
these. This set of basic rules is called
a constitution.

Constitution making is not unique
to South Africa. Every country has
diverse groups of people. Their
relationship may not have been as
bad as that between the whites and
the blacks in South Africa. But all
over the world people have
differences of opinion and interests.
Whether democratic or not, most
countries in the world need to have
these basic rules. This applies not just
to governments. Any association
needs to have its constitution. It could
be a club in your area, a cooperative

society or a political party, they all
need a constitution.

ZSACTIVITY

Approach a club or cooperative society or union or
political party in your locality. Get a copy of their rule
book (it is often called Rules of Association) and
read it. Are these rules in accordance with principles
of democracy? Do they give membership to any
person without discrimination?

Thus, the constitution of a
country is a set of written rules that
are accepted by all people living
together in a country. Constitution
is the supreme law that determines
the relationship among people
living in a territory (called citizens)
and also the relationship between
the people and government. A
constitution does many things:
= First, it generates a degree of trust

and coordination that is

necessary for different kind of
people to live together;

m Second, it specifies how the
government will be constituted,
who will have power to take which
decisions;

= Third, it lays down limits on the
powers of the government and tells
us what the rights of the citizens
are; and

m Fourth, it expresses the
aspirations of the people about
creating a good society.

All countries that have constitutions
are not necessarily democratic. But
all countries that are democratic will
have constitutions. After the War of
Independence against Great Britain,
the Americans gave themselves a
constitution. After the Revolution, the
French people approved a democratic
constitution. Since then it has
become a practice in all democracies
to have a written constitution.

This is not fair! What
was the pointin
having a
Constituent
Assembly in India if
all the basics were
already decided?
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Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel
(1875-1950) born: Gujarat.
Minister of Home,
Information and
Broadcasting in the Interim
Government. Lawyer and
leader of Bardoli peasant
satyagraha. Played a
decisive role in the
integration of the Indian
princely states. Later:
Deputy Prime Minister.

Abul Kalam Azad
(1888-1958)
born: Saudi Arabia.
Educationist, author and
theologian; scholar of
Arabic. Congress leader,
active in the national
movement. Opposed
Muslim separatist politics.
Later: Education Minister in
the first union cabinet.

T.T.Krishnamachari
(1899-1974)
born: Tamil Nadu.
Member, Drafting
Committee. Entrepreneur
and Congress leader. Later:
Finance Minister in the
Union Cabinet.

All sketches by Rajeev Kumar

2.3 MAKING OF THE INDIAN CONSTITUTION

Like South Africa, India’s
Constitution was also drawn up
under very difficult circumstances.
The making of the constitution for
a huge and diverse country like
India was not an easy affair. At that
time the people of India were
emerging from the status of subjects
to that of citizens. The country was
born through a partition on the
basis of religious differences. This
was a traumatic experience for the
people of India and Pakistan.

Atleast ten lakh people were killed
on both sides of the border in
partition related violence. There was
another problem. The British had left
it to the rulers of the princely states
to decide whether they wanted to
merge with India or with Pakistan or
remain independent. The merger of
these princely states was a difficult
and uncertain task. When the
constitution was being written, the
future of the country did not look as
secure as it does today. The makers
of the constitution had anxieties
about the present and the future of
the country.

ZSACTIVITY

Speak to your grandparents or some other elders
in your locality. Ask them if they have any memory
of partition or independence or the making of the
constitution. What were their fears and hopes about
the country atthattime? Discuss these in the class-
room.

The path to Constitution

Despite all these difficulties, there
was one big advantage for the
makers of the Indian Constitution.
Unlike South Africa, they did not
have to create a consensus about
what a democratic India should
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look like. Much of this consensus
had evolved during the freedom
struggle. Our national movement
was not merely a struggle against a
foreign rule. It was also a struggle
to rejuvenate our country and to
transform our society and politics.
There were sharp differences of
opinion within the freedom struggle
about the path India should take
after Independence. Such
differences exist even today. Yet
some basic ideas had come to be
accepted by almost everyone.

As far back as in 1928, Motilal
Nehru and eight other Congress
leaders drafted a constitution for
India. In 1931, the resolution at the
Karachi session of the Indian
National Congress dwelt on how
independent India’s constitution
should look like. Both these
documents were committed to the
inclusion of universal adult franchise,
right to freedom and equality and to
protecting the rights of minorities in
the constitution of independent India.
Thus some basic values were accepted
by all leaders much before the
Constituent Assembly met to
deliberate on the Constitution.

The familiarity with political
institutions of colonial rule also
helped develop an agreement over
the institutional design. The British
rule had given voting rights only to
a few. On that basis the British had
introduced very weak legislatures.
Elections were held in 1937 to
Provincial Legislatures and
Ministries all over British India.
These were not fully democratic
governments. But the experience
gained by Indians in the working
of the legislative institutions proved
to be very useful for the country in
setting up its own institutions and

CONSTITUTIONAL DESIGN
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working in them. That is why the
Indian constitution adopted many
institutional details and procedures
from colonial laws like the Government
of India Act, 1935.

Years of thinking and deliberation
on the framework of the constitution
had another benefit. Our leaders
gained confidence to learn from
other countries, but on our own
terms. Many of our leaders were
inspired by the ideals of French
Revolution, the practice of
parliamentary democracy in Britain
and the Bill of Rights in the US. The
socialist revolution in Russia had
inspired many Indians to think of
shaping a system based on social
and economic equality. Yet they
were not simply imitating what
others had done. At each step they
were questioning whether these
things suited our country. All these
factors contributed to the making of
our Constitution.

The Constituent Assembl
Who, then, were the makers of the
Indian Constitution? You will find
here very brief sketch of some of the
leaders who played an important
role in making the Constitution.

ZSACTIVITY

Find out more about any member of the Constituent
Assembly from your state or region who is not
mentioned here. Collect a photograph or make a
sketch of that leader. Write a short note on him or
her, following the same style as used here: Name
(vear of birth-year of death), place of birth (by
current political boundaries), brief description of
political activities; role played after the Constituent
Assembly.

The drafting of the document called
the constitution was done by an
assembly of elected representatives

called the Constituent Assembly.
Elections to the Constituent
Assembly were held in July 1946. Its
first meeting was held in December
1946. Soon after, the country was
divided into India and Pakistan. The
Constituent Assembly was also
divided into the Constituent Assembly
of India and that of Pakistan. The
Constituent Assembly that wrote
the Indian constitution had 299
members. The Assembly adopted
the Constitution on 26 November
1949 but it came into effect on 26
January 1950. To mark this day we
celebrate January 26 as Republic
Day every year.

Why should we accept the
Constitution made by this Assembly
more than six decades ago? We have
already noted one reason above. The
Constitution does not reflect the
views of its members alone. It
expresses a broad consensus of its
time. Many countries of the world
have had to rewrite their
Constitution afresh because the
basic rules were not acceptable to all
major social groups or political
parties. In some other countries, the
Constitution exists as a mere piece
of paper. No one actually follows it.
The experience of our Constitution
is different. Over the last half a
century, several groups have
questioned some provisions of the
Constitution. But no large social
group or political party has ever
questioned the legitimacy of the
Constitution itself. This is an unusual
achievement for any constitution.

The second reason for accepting
the Constitution is that the
Constituent Assembly represented
the people of India. There was no
universal adult franchise at that
time. So the Constituent Assembly
could not have been chosen directly
by all the people of India. It was
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Rajendra Prasad
(1884-1963) born: Bihar.
President of the Constituent
Assembly. Lawyer, known
for his role in the
Champaran satyagraha. Three
times the president of
Congress. Later: the first
President of India.

Jaipal Singh
(1903-1970)

born: Jharkhand

A sportsman and
educationist. Captain of the
first national Hockey team.

Founder President of

Adivasi Maha Sabha. Later:
founder of Jharkhand Party.

H. C. Mookherjee
(1887-1956)
born: Bengal.
Vice-Chairman of the
Constituent Assembly.
Reputed author and
educationist. Congress
leader. Member of All India
Christian Council and
Bengal Legislative
Assembly. Later: Governor
of West Bengal.

CONSTITUTIONAL DESIGN
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G. Durgabai
Deshmukh
(1909-1981)
born: Andhra Pradesh.
Advocate and public activist
for women'’s emancipation.
Founder of Andhra Mahila
Sabha. Congress leader.
Later: Founder Chairperson
of Central Social Welfare
Board.

CHECK
YOUR
PROGRESS

elected mainly by the members of
the existing Provincial Legislatures
that we mentioned above. This
ensured a fair geographical share of
members from all the regions of the
country. The Assembly was
dominated by the Indian National
Congress, the party that led India’s
freedom struggle. But the Congress
itself included a variety of political
groups and opinions. The Assembly
had many members who did not
agree with the Congress. In social
terms too, the Assembly represented
members from different language
groups, castes, classes, religions
and occupations. Even if the
Constituent Assembly was elected
by universal adult franchise, its
composition would not have been
very different.

Finally, the manner in which the
Constituent Assembly worked gives
sanctity to the Constitution. The

Constituent Assembly worked in a
systematic, open and consensual
manner. First some basic principles
were decided and agreed upon.
Then a Drafting Committee chaired
by Dr. B.R. Ambedkar prepared a
draft constitution for discussion.
Several rounds of thorough
discussion took place on the Draft
Constitution, clause by clause. More
than two thousand amendments
were considered. The members
deliberated for 114 days spread over
three years. Every document
presented and every word spoken in
the Constituent Assembly has been
recorded and preserved. These are
called ‘Constituent Assembly
Debates’. When printed, these
debates are 12 bulky volumes! These
debates provide the rationale behind
every provision of the Constitution.
These are used to interpret the
meaning of the Constitution.

Read the information about all the makers of the Indian Constitution given in the side columns here. You
don’t need to memorise this information. Just give examples from these to support the following

statements:

1. The Assembly had many members who were not with the Congress
2. The Assembly represented members from different social groups
3. Members of the Assembly believed in different ideologies

Baldev Singh
(1901-1961)
born: Haryana.

A successful entrepreneur
and leader of the Panthic
Akali Party in the Punjab
Assembly. A nominee of

the Congress in the
Constituent Assembly.

Later: Defence Minister in

the Union Cabinet.

2.4 GUIDING VALUES OF THE INDIAN CONSTITUTION

In this book we shall study the
exact provisions of the Constitution
on different subjects. At this stage
let us begin by understanding the
overall philosophy of what our
Constitution is all about. We can do
this in two ways. We can
understand it by reading the views
of some of our major leaders on our
Constitution. But it is equally
important to read what the
Constitution says about its own
philosophy. This is what the
preamble to the Constitution does.
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Let us turn to these, one by one.

The Dream and the Promise
Some of you may have noticed a
name missing from the sketches of
the makers of the constitution:
Mahatma Gandhi. He was not a
member of the Constituent
Assembly. Yet there were many
members who followed his vision.
Years ago, writing in his magazine
Young India in 1931, he had spelt
out what he wanted the Constitution
to do:

CONSTITUTIONAL DESIGN
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1 shall strive for a constitution which will velease tndia from all thralldom
and patronage ... 1 shall work for an dia i which the poorest shall feel that it
is their country in whose making they have an effective voice; an ndia in which

there shall be no high class and low class of people; an dia in

which all communities shall live in perfect harmony. There
can be no voom in such an India for the curse of
untouchability or the curse of the intoxicating drinks
and dnigs. Women will enjoy the same rights as men ...

1 shall be satisﬁed with nothinﬂ else.

This dream of an India that has
eliminated inequality was shared by
Dr. Ambedkar, who played a key role
in the making of the Constitution but
he had a different understanding of

how inequalities could be removed. He
often bitterly criticised Mahatma
Gandhi and his vision. In his conclud-
ing speech to the Constituent Assem
bly he stated his anxiety very clearly:

on the 26" of January 1950 we are Joing to enter a life of contradictions.

1 politics we will have equality and i social and economic life we will have
inequality. n politics we will be vecognising the principle of one man one vote and
one vote one value. 1n our social and economic life, we shall, by reason of our
social and economic structure, continue to deny the principle of one man one

valie. How lonﬂ shall we continue to live this life of contradictions? How Iong shall

we contimie to deny equality in our social and economic life? Ifwe continue to

deny it for long, we will do so only by putting our political democracy in peril.

Finally let us turn to Jawaharlal
Nehru giving his famous speech to the

Constituent Assembly at the stroke
of midnight on 15 August 1947:
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Kanhaiyalal
Maniklal Munshi
(1887-1971) born:Gujarat.
Advocate, historian and
linguist. Congress leader
and Gandhian. Later:
Minister in the Union
Cabinet. Founder of the
Swatantra Party.

Bhimrao Ramiji
Ambedkar
(1891-1956) born: Madhya
Pradesh. Chairman of the
Drafting Committee. Social
revolutionary thinker and
agitator against caste
divisions and caste based
inequalities. Later: Law
minister in the first cabinet
of post-independence India.
Founder of Republican Party
of India.

Shyama Prasad
Mukherjee
(1901-1953) born: West
Bengal. Minister for
Industry and Supply in the
Interim Government.
Educationistand lawyer.
Active in Hindu Mahasabha.
Later: Founder President of
Bharatiya Jansangh.

CONSTITUTIONAL DESIGN
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Jawaharlal Nehru
(1889-1964) born: Uttar
Pradesh. Prime Minister of
the interim government.
Lawyerand Congress
leader. Advocate of
socialism, democracy and
anti-imperialism. Later: First
Prime Minister of India.

Sarojini Naidu
(1879-1949)
born: Andhra Pradesh.
Poet, writer and political

activist. Among the
foremost women leaders in

the Congress. Later:
Governor of Uttar Pradesh.

Somnath Lahiri
(1901-1984) born: West
Bengal. Writer and editor.
Leader of the Communist
Party of India. Later:
Member of West Bengal
Legislative Assembly.

CHECK
YOUR
PROGRESS

Long years ago we made a tryst with destiny, and now the time comes
when we shall vedeem our pledge, not wholly or in full measure, but very substantially.
At the stroke of the midnight hour, when the world sleeps, mdia will awake to life
and freedom. A moment comes, which comes but varely in history, when we step
out from the old to the new, when an age ends, and when the soul of a nation,
long supyressed, finds utterance. 1t is fitting that at this solemn moment we take
the pledge of dedication to the service of ndia and her people and to the still
larger cause of humanity ...

Freedom and power bring vesponsibility. The rvesponsibility vests upon this
Assembly, a sovereign body representing the sovereign people of mdia. Before the
birth of freedom we have endured all the pains of labour and our hearts are heavy
with the memory of this sorrow. Some of those pains contimie even now. Nevertheless,
the past is over and it is the future that beckons to us now.

That future is not one of ease or vesting but of incessant striving so that we
may fulfil the pledges we have so often taken and the one we shall take today. The
service of tndia means the service of the millions who suffer. 1t means the ending
of poverty and ignorance and disease and inequality of opportunity. The ambition
of the greatest man of our generation has been to wipe every tear from every eye.
That may be beyond us, but as long as there are tears and suffering, so long our

work will not be over.

Read the three quotations above carefully.
= Can you identify one idea that is common to all these three?
= What are the differences in their ways of expressing that common idea?

210 CONSTITUTIONAL DESIGN
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Philosophy of the
Constitution

Values that inspired and guided the
freedom struggle and were in turn
nurtured by it, formed the
foundation for India’s democracy.
These values are embedded in the
Preamble of the Indian
Constitution. They guide all the

articles of the Indian Constitution.
The Constitution begins with a short
statement of its basic values. This
is called the Preamble to the
constitution. Taking inspiration
from American model, most
countries in the contemporary
world have chosen to begin their
constitutions with a preamble.

“ ';-a?;:’-:" 2 ‘:ill'i‘

gl :

artl

S

&




2"
'J’:I”f*'vﬁwtfgwk/
Susont 61 b

-+

(Y]

= l3elpnd Uy 7

3 b
- Fe Fatin
Serboc t/Henl
L LB
S b Szl
L LGl

GaliT

S Y
LA S
K.:«U?'%iu:uz"&?/
b LA
/?’:’U{f{fﬁéip&
/Q"L‘/’/J{Lj:’/gjﬁL/
et

< lsls

Uttt S 96
f}:'/.:«bb‘/:f&k‘&b/:
L.__/fy;‘;_‘gt/

é&}df‘f $e r$alad

s

o7
LS A A
Lo”‘} Y IfZz
,a'f/g{urug
LU AL

Y

/J»Lw(yéwmw/ci&/&

(Fe d:-_f‘” 3:)[’}‘|‘lf£ = .
el oS sl S S
'L‘.j-rl _);b :‘;Mj a‘-;—‘ ‘
Lysper P
SIS e Loy ey sl f b

i

SealFode | Sl
:’,VJ"%"’W‘JL{;"J? d.";' |

“ o sl gfnh_“f:?:")ﬁ!,:, T

WL r;";,l;,ﬁ’J;);. Lﬂu_’: J}faﬁi

SRS SNy T

_u"‘.'_/ﬂ:/..,{ et

-
-

-¥ c).'?f.:-;}l/u'

.S 1949 23 E e Tt E ,‘I“I

/

e T
"
(L?uui'u”_‘aﬁ@/JkJé’@Q%/ﬁg};ﬁ(@{fgjw
JK}LL/W/WMJ _Llfbr/l:«’u’/ﬁ/}’/fa)ir.ﬁrs
Lﬁlabrr)l’Lc,J)rLL/f/bJJl/ﬂLWo/b(féu’)@ﬂuib
e Ui sibe BS T

SWUIEA1976 (25042 (o TS Wb oot m? §1m i

( T/ lé(:
il Ul T

Qf"b-((‘f'u}"gg@lz{/}
Lo%u){ﬂ}f/f“a
LU SbEk

vl
SRR T T
ML L S
S Jeow
PIONS S I
_&Cz_Juﬁ}c«L%i

kB

&Pd/ '&.L/)}’&V&u
bl bl
J/M}G_‘gd/by
bl 56l
sl Lot
bl e S

&b

()M
J‘zwﬂfmz'ﬂ?
e ST S
u:‘i,«fid/g/@fdg
/L‘Eiu,"jrl?w)’;_‘a
1A 71602 000
Py

QT4
U@ AL
SEGWSIISY.
G 1

gL S EUI e
~UZL!I0}.',I,Z,,,‘:.]’.




WE, THE PEOPLE
OF INDIA

The constitution has
been drawn up and
enacted by the people
through their
representatives, and
not handed down to
them by a king or any
outside powers.

SOVEREIGN

People have supreme
right to make
decisions on internal
as well as external
matters. No external
power can dictate the
government of India.

SOCIALIST

Wealth is generated
socially and should be
shared equally by
society. Government
should regulate the
ownership of land and
industry to reduce
socio-economic
inequalities.

SECULAR

Citizens have
complete freedom to
follow any religion.
But there is no official
religion. Government
treats all religious
beliefs and practices
with equal respect.

DEMOCRATIC

Aform of government
where people enjoy
equal political rights,
elect their rulers and
hold them account-
able. The government
is run according to
some basic rules.

Let us read the Preamble of our Constitution very
carefully and understand the meaning of each of its
key words.

The Preamble of the Constitution reads like a poem
on democracy. It contains the philosophy on which the
entire Constitution has been built. It provides a standard
to examine and evaluate any law and action of
government, to find out whether it is good or bad. It is

the soul of the Indian Constitution.
== e

.

'_ el Sas —Fr
| WE, THE PEOPLE OF INDIA, haviny
solemnly resolved to constitute ndia infoa |
SOVEREIGN, SOCIALIST, SECULAR, || |
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC

and to secure to all its citizens:

JUSTICE, social, economic and political;
| LIBERTY of thought, expression, belief,

faith and worship;
| EQUALITY of status and of opportunity; |
| and to promote amongj them all |
FRATERNITY assurinyg the dignity of the ||
individual and the unity and integrity
of the Nation;

IE IN OUR CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY

this twenty-sixth day of November, 1949, do

HEREBY ADOPT, ENACT AND GIVE TO
OURSELVES THIS CONSTITUTION.

o SRR s e

Note: *The terms ‘Socialist’ and ‘Secular’ were added in
Preamble through the 427 Constitutional Amendment
in 1976.
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REPUBLIC

The head of the state
is an elected person
and not a hereditary
position.

JUSTICE

Citizens cannot be
discriminated on the
grounds of caste,
religion and gender.
Social inequalities
have to be reduced.
Government should
work for the welfare
of all, especially of
the disadvantaged
groups.

LIBERTY

There are no
unreasonable
restrictions on the
citizens in what they
think, how they wish to
express their thoughts
and the way they wish
to follow up their
thoughts in action.

EQUALITY

All are equal before
the law. The traditional
social inequalities
have to be ended. The
government should
ensure equal
opportunity for all.

FRATERNITY

All of us should
behave as if we are
members of the same
family. No one should
treat a fellow citizen
as inferior.

CONSTITUTIONAL DESIGN
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Compare the Preambles to the constitutions of the United States of America, India and South Africa.
= Make a list of ideas that are common to all these three.
= Note down at least one of the major differences among these.

= Which of the three makes a reference to the past?

= Which of these does not invoke God?

Institutional design
A constitution is not merely a
statement of values and philosophy.
As we noted above, a constitution is
mainly about embodying these values
into institutional arrangements.
Much of the document called
Constitution of India is about these
arrangements. It is a very long and
detailed document. Therefore it needs
to be amended quite regularly to keep
it updated. Those who crafted the
Indian Constitution felt that it has to
be in accordance with people’s
aspirations and changes in society.
They did not see it as a sacred, static
and unalterable law. So, they made
provisions to incorporate changes
from time to time. These changes are
called constitutional amendments.
The Constitution describes the
institutional arrangements in a very
legal language. If you read the
Constitution for the first time, it can

Apartheid: The official policy of racial separation and ill treatment of blacks
followed by the government of South Africa between 1948 and 1989.
Clause: A distinct section of a document.

Constituent Assembly: An assembly of people’s representatives that writes

a constitution for a country.

be quite difficult to understand. Yet
the basic institutional design is not
very difficult to understand. Like
any Constitution, the Indian
Constitution lays down a procedure
for choosing persons to govern the
country. It defines who will have how
much power to take which
decisions. And it puts limits to what
the government can do by providing
some rights to the citizen that
cannot be violated. The remaining
three chapters in this book are
about these three aspects of the
working of Indian constitution. We
shall look at some key
constitutional provisions in each
chapter and understand how they
work in democratic politics. But this
textbook will not cover all the
salient features of the institutional
design in the Indian Constitution.
Some other aspects will be covered
in your textbook next year.

CHECK
YOUR
PROGRESS

Constitution: Supreme law of a country, containing fundamental rules
governing the politics and society in a country.

Constitutional amendment: A change in the constitution made by the
supreme legislative body in a country.

Draft: A preliminary version of a legal document.

Philosophy: The most fundamental principles underlying one’s thoughts

and actions.

Preamble: An introductory statement in a constitution which states the
reasons and guiding values of the constitution.

Treason: The offence of attempting to overthrow the government of the
state to which the offender owes allegiance.

Tryst: A meeting or meeting place that has been agreed upon.
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Here are some false statements. Identify the mistake in each case

and rewrite these correctly based on what you have read in this chap-

ter.

a Leaders of the freedom movement had an open mind about whether
the country should be democratic or not after independence.

b Members of the Constituent Assembly of India held the same views
on all provisions of the Constitution.

c A country that has a constitution must be a democracy.

d Constitution cannot be amended because it is the supreme law of
a country.

Which of these was the most salient underlying conflict in the mak-
ing of a democratic constitution in South Africa?

a Between South Africa and its neighbours

b Between men and women

c Between the white majority and the black minority

d Between the coloured minority and the black majority

Which of these is a provision that a democratic constitution does
not have?

a Powers of the head of the state

b Name of the head of the state

c Powers of the legislature

d Name of the country

Match the following leaders with their roles in the making of the
Constitution:
a Motilal Nehru i President of the Constituent Assembly

b B.R. Ambedkar Member of the Constituent Assembly
c Rajendra Prasad i Chairman of the Drafting Committee
d Sarojini Naidu iv Prepared a Constitution for India in 1928

Read again the extracts from Nehru’s speech ‘Tryst with Destiny’ and
answer the following:

a Why did Nehru use the expression “not wholly or in full measure”
in the first sentence?

b What pledge did he want the makers of the Indian Constitution to
take?

c “The ambition of the greatest man of our generation has been to wipe
every tear from every eye”. Who was he referring to?

Here are some of the guiding values of the Constitution and their
meaning. Rewrite them by matching them correctly.
a Sovereign i Government will not favour any religion.

b Republic ii People have the supreme right to make decisions.
c Fraternity iii Head of the state is an elected person.
d Secular iv People should live like brothers and sisters.
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7 How did your school celebrate the Constitution Day on November axercises
26th? Prepare a brief report.

8 Here are different opinions about what made India a democracy.

How much importance would you give to each of these factors?

a Democracy in India is a gift of the British rulers. We received
training to work with representative legislative institutions under
the British rule.

b Freedom Struggle challenged the colonial exploitation and denial
of different freedoms to Indians. Free India could not be anything
but democratic.

c We were lucky to have leaders who had democratic convictions.
The denial of democracy in several other newly independent
countries shows the important role of these leaders.

9 Read the following extract from a conduct book for ‘married women’,
published in 1912. ‘God has made the female species delicate and fragile
both physically and emotionally, pitiably incapable of self-defence. They
are destined thus by God to remain in male protection — of father, husband
and son - all their lives. Women should, therefore, not despair, but feel
obliged that they can dedicate themselves to the service of men’. Do you
think the values expressed in this para reflected the values
underlying our constitution? Or does this go against the
constitutional values?

10 Read the following statements about a constitution. Give reasons

why each of these is true or not true.

a The authority of the rules of the constitution is the same as that of
any other law.

b Constitution lays down how different organs of the government
will be formed.

c Rights of citizens and limits on the power of the government are
laid down in the constitution.

d A constitution is about institutions, not about values

Follow the newspapers for any report on a discussion on any constitutional
amendment or demand for any constitutional amendment. You could,
for example, focus on the demand for constitutional amendment for
reservation for women in legislatures. Was there a public debate? What
reasons were put forward in favour of the amendment? How did different <<.}\\%‘F\EA.!) Ney/ 7

parties react to the constitutional amendment? Did the amendment take @
place?

e
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CHAPTER 3

Electoral Politics

OVERVIEW

In Chapter 1 we have seen that in a democracy it is neither possible nor
necessary for people to govern directly. The most common form of
democracy in our times is for the people to govern through their
representatives. In this chapter we will look at how these representatives
are elected. We begin by understanding why elections are necessary and
useful in a democracy. We try to understand how electoral competition
among parties serves the people. We then go on to ask what makes an
election democratic. The basic idea here is to distinguish democratic
elections from non-democratic elections.

The rest of the chapter tries to assess elections in India in the light of
this yardstick. We take a look at each stage of elections, from the drawing
of boundaries of different constituencies to the declaration of results. At
each stage we ask what should happen and what does happen in elections.
Towards the end of the chapter, we turn to an assessment of whether
elections in India are free and fair. Here we also examine the role of the
Election Commission in ensuring free and fair elections.
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Do most leaders
fulfil their election
promises?

'

CHECK
YOUR
PROGRESS

3.1 WHyY ELECTIONS?

Assembly Election in
Haryana

The time is after midnight. An expectant
crowd sitting for the past five hours in a
chowk of the town is waiting for its leader
to come. The organisers assure and reas-
sure the crowd that he would be here any
moment. The crowd stands up whenever
a passing vehicle comes that way. It
arouses hopes that he has come.

The leader is Mr. Devi Lal, chief of the
Haryana Sangharsh Samiti, who was to
address a meeting in Karnal on Thurs-
day night. The 76-year-old leader, is a
very busy man these days. His day starts
at 8 a.m. and ends after 11 p.m. ... he had
already addressed nine election meetings
since morning... been constantly ad-
dressing public meetings for the past 23
months and preparing for this election.

This newspaper report is about the
State assembly election in Haryana
in 1987. The State had been ruled
by a Congress party led government
since 1982. Chaudhary Devi Lal,
then an opposition leader, led a
movement called ‘Nyaya Yudh’
(Struggle for Justice) and formed a
new party, Lok Dal. His party joined
other opposition parties to form a
front against the Congress in the
elections. In the election campaign,
Devi Lal said that if his party won the
elections, his government would

waive the loans of farmers and small
businessmen. He promised that this
would be the first action of his
government.

The people were unhappy with the
existing government. They were
also attracted by Devi Lal’s promise.
So, when elections were held, they
voted overwhelmingly in favour of
Lok Dal and its allies. Lok Dal and
its partners won 76 out of 90 seats
in the State Assembly. Lok Dal
alone won 60 seats and thus had a
clear majority in the Assembly. The
Congress could win only 5 seats.

Once the election results were
announced, the sitting Chief
Minister resigned. The newly
elected Members of Legislative
Assembly (MLAs) of Lok Dal chose
Devi Lal as their leader. The
Governor invited Devi Lal to be the
new Chief Minister. Three days after
the election results were declared,
he became the Chief Minister. As
soon as he became the Chief
Minister, his Government issued a
Government Order waiving the
outstanding loans of small farmers,
agricultural labourers and small
businessmen. His party ruled the
State for four years. The next
elections were held in 1991. But
this time his party did not win
popular support. The Congress won
the election and formed the
government.

Jagdeep and Navpreet read this story and drew the following conclusions. Can you say which of these
are right or wrong (or if the information given in the story is inadequate to call them right or wrong):

= Elections can lead to changes in the policy of the government.

= The Governor invited Devi Lal to become the Chief Minister because he was impressed with his

speeches.

= People are unhappy with every ruling party and vote against it in the next election.
= The party that wins the election forms the government.

= This election led to a lot of economic development in Haryana.

= The Congress Chief Minister need not have resigned after his party lost elections.
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ZSACTIVITY

Do you know when the last Assembly election
was held in your state? Which other elections have
taken place in your locality in the last five years?
Write down the level of elections (National,
Assembly, Panchayat, etc.), when were they held
and the name and designation (MP, MLA, etc.) of
the persons who got elected from your area.

Why do we need elections?
Elections take place regularly in
any democracy. There are more than
one hundred countries in the world
in which elections take place to
choose people’s representatives. We
also read that elections are held in
many countries that are not
democratic.

But why do we need elections?
Let us try to imagine a democracy
without elections. A rule of the
people is possible without any
elections if all the people can sit
together everyday and take all the
decisions. But as we have already
seen in Chapter 1, this is not
possible in any large community.
Nor is it possible for everyone to
have the time and knowledge to
take decisions on all matters.
Therefore in most democracies
people rule through their
representatives.

Is there a democratic way of
selecting representatives without
elections? Let us think of a place
where representatives are selected
on the basis of age and experience.
Or a place where they are chosen on
the basis of education or
knowledge. There could be some
difficulty in deciding on who is
more experienced or knowledgable.
But let us say the people can resolve
these difficulties. Clearly, such a
place does not require elections.

But can we call this place a
democracy? How do we find out if
the people like their representatives
or not? How do we ensure that these
representatives rule as per the
wishes of the people? How to make
sure that those who the people don’t
like do not remain their
representatives? This requires a
mechanism by which people can
choose their representatives at
regular intervals and change them
if they wish to do so. This
mechanism is called election.
Therefore, elections are considered
essential in our times for any
representative democracy.

In an election the voters make
many choices:

s They can choose who will make
laws for them.

s They can choose who will form the
government and take major
decisions.

= They can choose the party whose
policies will guide the government
and law making.

What makes an election

ratic?

Elections can be held in many ways.

All democratic countries hold

elections. But most non-democratic

countries also hold some kind of
elections. How do we distinguish
democratic elections from any other
election? We have discussed this
question briefly in Chapter 1. We
discussed many examples of
countries where elections are held
but they can’t really be called
democratic elections. Let us recall
what we learnt there and start with

a simple list of the minimum

conditions of a democratic election:

= First, everyone should be able to
choose. This means that everyone
should have one vote and every
vote should have equal value.
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We have seen why
democracies need
to have elections.
But why dorulersin
non-democratic
countries need to
hold elections?

ELECTORAL PoLITICS
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tions
are like exams
where politicians

and parties know if
they have passed
or failed. Butwho
are the examiners?

m Second, there should be
something to choose from. Parties
and candidates should be free to
contest elections and should offer
some real choice to the voters.

s Third, the choice should be
offered at regular intervals.
Elections must be held regularly
after every few years.

s Fourth, the candidate preferred by
the people should get elected.

s Fifth, elections should be
conducted in a free and fair
manner where people can choose
as they really wish.

These might look like very simple

and easy conditions. But there are
many countries where these are not
fulfilled. In this chapter we will apply
these conditions to the elections
held in our own country to see if we
can call these democratic elections.
Is it good to_have political
competition?
Elections are thus all about political
competition. This competition takes
various forms. The most obvious form
is the competition among political
parties. At the constituency level, it
takes the form of competition among
several candidates. If there is no
competition, elections will become
pointless.

But is it good to have political
competition? Clearly, an electoral
competition has many demerits. It
creates a sense of disunity and
‘factionalism’ in every locality. You
would have heard of people
complaining of ‘party-politics’in your
locality. Different political parties
and leaders often level allegations
against one another. Parties and
candidates often use dirty tricks to
win elections. Some people say that
this pressure to win electoral fights
does not allow sensible long-term
policies to be formulated. Some good
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people who may wish to serve the
country do not enter this arena. They
do not like the idea of being dragged
into unhealthy competition.

Our Constitution makers were
aware of these problems. Yet they
opted for free competition in
elections as the way to select our
future leaders. They did so because
this system works better in the long
run. In an ideal world all political
leaders know what is good for the
people and are motivated only by a
desire to serve them. Political
competition is not necessary in
such an ideal world. But that is not
what happens in real life. Political
leaders all over the world, like all
other professionals, are motivated
by a desire to advance their political
careers. They want to remain in
power or get power and positions for
themselves.They may wish to serve
the people as well, but it is risky to
depend entirely on their sense of
duty. Besides even when they wish
to serve the people, they may not
know what is required to do so, or
their ideas may not match what the
people really want.

How do we deal with this real life
situation? One way is to try and
improve the knowledge and
character of political leaders. The
other and more realistic way is to set
up a system where political leaders
are rewarded for serving the people
and punished for not doing so. Who
decides this reward orpunishment?
The simple answer is: the people.
This is what electoral competition
does. Regular electoral competition
provides incentives to political
parties and leaders. They know that
if they raise issues that people want
to be raised, their popularity and
chances of victory will increase in
the next elections. But if they fail to
satisfy the voters with their work
they will not be able to win again.

ELECTORAL PoLITICS
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customers. If he does not, the
customer will go to some other shop.
Similarly, political competition may
cause divisions and some ugliness,
but it finally helps to force political
parties and leaders to serve the
people.

So if a political party is motivated
only by desire to be in power, even
then it will be forced to serve the
people. This is a bit like the way
market works. Even if a shopkeeper
is interested only in his profit, he is
forced to give good service to the

read
the

cartoon

Irfan Khan

Read these two cartoons carefully. Write the message of each of them in your
own words. Have a discussion in class on which of the two is closer to the
reality in your own locality. Draw a cartoon to depict what elections do to the
relationship between voters and political leaders.

3.2 WHAT Is Our SYSTEM OF ELECTIONS?

Can we say that Indian elections are
democratic? To answer this question,
let us take a look at how elections
are held in India. Lok Sabha and
Vidhan Sabha (Assembly) elections
are held regularly after every five
years. After five years the term of all
the elected representatives comes to
an end. The Lok Sabha or Vidhan
Sabha stands ‘dissolved’. Elections
are held in all constituencies at the
same time, either on the same day or
within a few days. This is called a
general election. Sometimes
election is held only for one
constitutency to fill the vacancy
caused by death or resignation of a

o em . Eucrom Poumes

member. This is called a by-election.
In this chapter we will focus on
general elections.

Electoral constituencies

You read about the people of
Haryana electing 90 MLAs. You may
have wondered how they did that.
Did every person in Haryana vote for
all the 90 MLAs? You perhaps know
that this is not the case. In our
country we follow an area based
system of representation. The
country is divided into different
areas for purposes of elections.
These areas are called electoral
constitutencies. The voters who live
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“44-Gulbarga Dakshin

in an area elect one representative.
For Lok Sabha elections, the country
is divided into 543 constituencies.
The representative elected from
each constituency is called a
Member of Parliament or an MP.
One of the features of a democratic
election is that every vote should
have equal value. That is why our
Constitution requires that each
constituency should have a roughly
equal population living within it.
Similarly, each state is divided
into a specific number of Assembly
constituencies. In this case, the
elected representative is called the
Member of Legislative Assembly or

GULBARGA LOK SABHA CONSTITUENCY

43-Gulbarga
Rural (5C)

.29
. Gurmitkal

an MLA. Each Parliamentary
constituency has within it several
assembly constituencies. The same
principle applies for Panchayat and
Municipal elections. Each village or
town is divided into several ‘wards’
that are like constituencies. Each
ward elects one member of the
village or the urban local body.
Sometimes these constituencies are
counted as ‘seats’, for each
constituency represents one seat in
the assembly. When we say that Lok
Dal won 60 seats’ in Haryana, it
means that candidates of Lok Dal
won in 60 assembly constituencies
in the state and thus Lok Dal had
60 MLAs in the state assembly.

GULBARGA (KALABURAGI) DISTRICT
IN KARNATAKA

= Why is the boundary of the Gulbarga Lok Sabha
constituency not the same as the district
boundary of Gulbarga (Kalaburagi)? Draw a
similar map for your own Lok Sabha
constituency.

= How many Assembly constituencies are there
in the Gulbarga Lok Sabha constituency? s it
the same in your own Lok Sabha constituency?

o em Eucrom Poumes
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Reserved Constituencies
Our Constitution entitles every
citizen to elect her/his representative
and to be elected as a representative.
The Constitution makers, however,
were worried that in an open
electoral competition, certain
weaker sections may not stand a good
chance to get elected to the Lok Sabha
and the state Legislative Assemblies.
They may not have the required
resources, education and contacts to
contest and win elections against
others. Those who are influential and
resourceful may prevent them from
winning elections. If that happens,
our Parliament and Assemblies
would be deprived of the voice of a
significant section of our population.
That would make our democracy less
representative and less democratic.
So, the makers of our Constitution
thought of a special system of reserved
constituencies for the weaker
sections. Some constituencies are
reserved for people who belong to the
Scheduled Castes [SC] and
Scheduled Tribes [ST]. In a SC
reserved constituency only some
one who belongs to the Scheduled
Castes can stand for election.
Similarly only those belonging to
the Scheduled Tribes can contest an
election from a constituency
reserved for ST. Currently, in the
Lok Sabha, 84 seats are reserved for
the Scheduled Castes and 47 for the
Scheduled Tribes (as on 26 January
2019). This number is in proportion
to their share in the total population.
Thus the reserved seats for SC and
ST do not take away the legitimate
share of any other social group.
This system of reservation
was extended later to other
weaker sections at the district and
local level. In many states, seats in
rural (panchayat) and urban
(municipalities and corporations)

local bodies are now reserved for
Other Backward Classes (OBC) as
well. However, the proportion of
seats reserved varies from state to
state. Similarly, one-third of the
seats are reserved in rural and
urban local bodies for women
candidates.

Voters' list

Once the constituencies are
decided, the next step is to decide
who can and who cannot vote. This
decision cannot be left to anyone
till the last day. In a democratic
election, the list of those who are
eligible to vote is prepared much
before the election and given to
everyone. This list is officially called
the Electoral Roll and is commonly
known as the Voters’ List.

This is an important step for it is
linked to the first condition of a
democratic election: everyone
should get an equal opportunity to
choose representatives. Earlier, we
read about the principle of
universal adult franchise. In
practice it means that everyone
should have one vote and each vote
should have equal value. No one
should be denied the right to vote
without a good reason. Different
citizens differ from one another in
many ways: some are rich, some are
poor; some are highly educated, some
are not so educated or not educated
at all; some are kind, others are not
so kind. But all of them are human
beings with their own needs and
views. That is why all of them deserve
to have an equal say in decisions that
affect them.

In our country, all the citizens aged
18 years and above can vote in an
election. Every citizen has the right
to vote, regardless of his or her caste,
religion or gender. Some criminals
and persons with unsound mind can
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Do you know, like

in Panchayats, one-
third of the seats in
Parliament and
Legislative

Assemblies have also

been reserved for
women as per Nari
Shakti Vandan
Adhiniyam, 2023
(Women's
Reservation Act
2023)
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LOK SABHA CONSTITUENCIES

TOTAL CONSTITUENCIES 543

GENERAL | m
reserveD (so) [ 84
ReserveD (sT) [N 47

Yoo,
3 '\_\ﬂﬁ_' 3= ":“‘r
RN
L '_’.dﬂﬁ‘s‘&"‘t Vv
T A

STATES CONSTITUENCIES

Andhra Pradesh 25
Arunachal Pradesh 2
Assam 14
Bihar 40
Chhattisgarh 11 .
Goa 2
K Gujarat 26
., Haryana 10 .
8 g Himachal Pradesh 4
< Jharkhand 14 9
2 Karnataka 28
e Kerala 20 N
‘é’ Madhya Pradesh 29 %
£ Maharashtra 48 * iy
5] Manipur 2
IS Meghalaya 2
E Mizoram 1
o Nagaland 1 UNION TERRITORIES
See the map above and answer the following questions. 33523 f; Andaman & Nicobar
= What is the number of Lok Sabha constituencies in your state and the  paasthan 25 éﬂgzg;arh :
neighbouring two states? Sikkim 1" Dadra & Nagar Haveli 1
= Which states have more than 30 Lok Sabha constituencies? Tamil Nadu 39 Daman & Diu 1
= Why do some states have such a large number of constituencies? Telangana 17 Delni 1
. . . . . Trioura o Jammu and Kashmir 5
= Why are some constituencies small in area while others are very big? Unpar bradesh 80 Ladakh 1
= Are the constituencies reserved for the SCs and STs evenly spread all = jraxnand 5  Lakshadweep 1
over the entire country or are there more in some areas? West Bengal 42 Puducherry 1

2% Eicrow Poumcs |
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be denied the right to vote, but only
in rare situations. It is the
responsibility of the government to
get the names of all the eligible
voters put on the voters’list. As new
persons attain voting age names are
added to the voters’ list. Names of
those who move out of a place or
those who are dead are deleted. A
complete revision of the list takes
place every five years. This is done
to ensure that it remains up to date.
In the last few years a new system
of Election Photo Identity Card
[EPIC] has been introduced. The
government has tried to give this
card to every person on the voters
list. The voters are required to carry
this card when they go out to vote,
so that no one can vote for someone
else. But the card is not yet
compulsory for voting. For voting,
the voters can show many other
proofs of identity like the ration card
or the driving licence.

Nomination of candidate
We noted above that in a democratic
election people should have a real
choice. This happens only when
there are almost no restrictions on
anyone to contest an election. This
is what our system provides. Any-
one who can be a voter can also be-
come a candidate in elections. The
only difference is that in order to be
a candidate the minimum age is 25
years, while it is only 18 years for
being a voter. There are some other
restrictions on criminals etc. but
these apply in very extreme cases.
Political parties nominate their
candidates who get the party sym-
bol and support. Party’s nomination
is often called party ‘ticket’.
Every person who wishes to
contest an election has to fill a
‘nomination form’ and give some
money as ‘security deposit’.

Recently, a new system of

declaration has been introduced on

direction from the Supreme Court.

Every candidate has to make a legal

declaration, giving full details of :

= Serious criminal cases pending
against the candidate;

= Details of the assets and liabilities
of the candidate and his or her
family; and

= Educational qualifications of the
candidate.

This information has to be made
public. This provides an opportunity
to the voters to make their decision
on the basis of the information
provided by the candidates.

Educational qualifications for
candidates

Why is there no educational qualification for holding
such an important position when some kind of
educational qualification is needed for any other
job in the country?
= Educational qualifications are not relevant to all
kinds of jobs. The relevant qualification for
selection to the Indian cricket team, for example,
is not the attainment of educational degrees but
the ability to play cricket well. Similarly the
relevant qualification for being an MLA or an
MP is the ability to understand people’s
concerns, problems and to represent their
interests. Whether they can do so or not is
examined by lakhs of examiners — their voters
— after every five years.
= Evenif education was relevant, it should be left
to the people to decide how much importance
they give to educational qualifications.
In our country putting an educational qualification
would go against the spirit of democracy for yet
another reason. It would mean depriving a
majority of the country’s citizens the right to
contest elections. If, for example, a graduate
degree like B.A., B.Com or B.Sc was made
compulsory for candidates, more than 90 per
cent of the citizens will become ineligible to
contest elections.
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ELECTORAL ROLL -2018 STATE (S16) MIZORAM

Mo. Name and Resarvalon

Siatus of Assmmibly
Constituency :

7 - TUIVAWL {ST)

Parnt Numbar
14

1 - MIZORAM (ST)

in which the assambly consStuency
I8 ocated !
1. DETAILS OF REVISION
Year of Revision | 2018 Roll Identification:
Qualifying Data Q101019 Basic Rodl aof Imensive Revision, 2005
integrated with all supplements preceeding
Type of Revision Special Summary Revision Special Summary Revision, 2019
Date of Publication 28122018
2 . DETAILS OF PART AND POLLING AREA
No. & Name of Sections in the part :
1 Varvek Main VillageTown VERVEK
PastOffice DARLAWN
Block H DARLAWN
PoliceStation ] SAKAWRDAL
Subdivision SAKAWRDAI
Diserict MZAWL
Pincode ] TEE111
3. POLLING STATION DETAILS
No. and Name of Polling TAVERVEK Type of Polling
Station - Station Gurmrat
{Mala/Femala/Ganaral)
ress of Polling Gavit. Primary Schoal,
E:m ; Village Name VERVEK Number of Auxikary
Post Office ‘DARLAWN Polling Stations in 0
Distrct:ALZAWL this part -
4 , NUMBER OF ELECTORS
Starting | Ending MNet Electors
No. ! r- Male Withs Withoul |Female With Whithout Tatal Wigh Without
7 Phota Fhioto Photo Phota Phalo Photo
1 181 a3 a3 (1] A8 88 0 181 181 0
Assambly constituency 7 - TUIVAWL Part No. - 14
Secton Mo, & Name: 1 Verosk Dimtrict - AIZAWL PiN-T98111
1 | xDao1TaIre I I KOO TESsE a _TOR13)
Naere - Lawekboma Moame - Thanssi Maime ©  Mghakiisrs
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Age : 80 Sax M Age 50 Sax | Farvale Aga: 31 S | M
4 KD 192708 "I THLIOOR 3454 3 ] =00 TTTEs
Marse - Hsngohhua g MNama Makasvzual Puaair . Lakiewvd wia
Honmm Na 1 Housa MNa © Houss Ma: 2
Age : 28 Sax - Femase Ape: 24 Sex : Fersale Mpge A2 Sex : Male
" g WG Fada a TRLGOS 1458 o ] D0 T P80
Mome - Ll thapi HNama Jesey Vanladsl Mama :  Thanzuala
BIEenTE | mnmawe fathers  pomawia fahars  \aimma
House No 2 House Mo . 2 House No . 3
Age: 20 Ha - Famass Age - 21 Sax - Farmale Age - 82 Seow - Mnle




ELECTORAL ROLL -2018 STATE (S16) MIZORAM

MNo. Name and Reservaticn Part Murnber
Status of Assembly 7 - TUIVAWL (ST) 14
Conslituency :
MNo. Mame and Reservation Slatus
of Pardiamentary Gonstiluency (ies)
in which the assembly constituency 1- MIZORAM (ST)
Is located :
1 . DETAILS OF REVISION
Year of Revision 2018 Roll Identification:
Qualifying Date 01/01/2019 Basic Roll of Intensive Ravision, 2005
o intagrated  with &l supplements pracasding
Type of Revision Special Summary Revisian Special Summary Revision, 2019
Date of Publication 28/12i2018
2 . DETAILS OF PART AND PQOLLING AREA
No. & Name of Sactions in the part :
1 vervek Main Village/Town VERVEK
PozstOfica DARLAWN
Block DARLAWN
PoliceBtaton BAKAWRDAI
Subdivision SAKAWRDAI
District AIZAWL
Pincode 796111
3. POLLING STATION DETAILS
Meo. and Name of Palling 14VERVEK Type of Polling
Stalinn : Station General
(Male/Female/General)
puddress of Palling Govt. Primany Schoaol, -
Fitation : Village Nams VERVEK Nun‘l‘lber of alf-\.uxllllary
Post Office -DARLAWN FO“I['Ig Slations in 0
District:AlZAWL this part :
4  NUMBER OF ELECTORS
Starting Ending Net Electors
fliﬂa' f;”a' Mals | With | Without |Famate| with | without | Total With | Without
’ i Photo Pholo FPholo Photo Photo Phota
1 181 93 93 0} a8 B8 0 181 181 4]
Assembly constituency 7 - TUIVAWL Part No. - 14
Section No. & Name 1 Vervek District - AIZAWL PIN-796111
4 | KDU01783TE 2] KDJ0178566 s‘ KDJ0203133
Mame: Lawrkhuma Name : Thanseii Name : Nghakliana
m:’ Khawma w’ Lawrkhuma w Lawrkhuma
HouseNo: 1 HouseMo: 1 HouseNo: q
Age: B0 Sex : Male Age: 50 Sex : Female Age: 31 Sex : Male
4 KDJO196766 5 | THLO025494 6 KDJO177931
| Name Hmingchhuangi Name: Malsawmzuali Name : Lalinmawia
FanerS  Lawrkhuma fawners  Lawrkhuma fawmers  Lawkhuma
HouseNo: 4 HouseMo: 1 House No: 2
Age: 28 Sex : Female Age: 24 Sex : Female Age: 42 Sex : Male
7 | KDs0i78483 a] TXU0051458 9] KDJO178160
[ Name: Lalthapuii Name :  Jessy Vanlaldiki Name : Thanzuala
m“ L. Rinmawia mﬁn Zomawia :,:'::'3 Lalrema
HouseNo: 32 HouseMo: 2 HouseNo: 3
Aga: 28 Sax : Femala Age: 2N Sax : Famala Age: 52 Sax : Male
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Match the following features of our electoral system with the principles they reflect.

Principles

Features of election system

Universal adult franchise

Each constituency has roughly the same population

Representation of

Everyone who is 18 years of age or older has a right to vote

_ weaker sections

e

Open political competition

Anyone can form a party or contest elections

One vote one value

Reservation of seats for the SCs and the STs

Election Campaign

The main purpose of election is to
give people a chance to choose the
representatives, the government and
the policies they prefer. Therefore it
is necessary to have a free and open
discussion about who is a better
representative, which party will
make a better government or what is
a good policy. This is what happens
during election campaigns.

In our country such campaigns
take place for a two-week period
between the announcement of the
final list of candidates and the date
of polling. During this period the
candidates contact their voters,
political leaders address election
meetings and political parties
mobilise their supporters. This is
also the period when newspapers
and television news are full of
election related stories and
debates. But election campaign is
not limited to these two weeks only.
Political parties start preparing for
elections months before they
actually take place.

@ ACTIVITY

How was the election campaign in your
constituency in the last Lok Sabha elections?
Prepare a list of what the candidates and parties
said and did.

In election campaigns, political
parties try to focus public attention
on some big issues. They want to
attract the public to that issue and
get them to vote for their party on that
basis. Let us look at some of the
successful slogans given by different
political parties in various elections.
= The Congress party led by Indira

Gandhi gave the slogan of Garibi

Hatao (Remove poverty) in the Lok

Sabha elections of 197 1. The party

promised to reorient all the

policies of the government to
remove poverty from the country.
= Save Democracy was the slogan
given by Janata Party under the
leadership of Jayaprakash Narayan,
in the Lok Sabha election held in

1977. The party promised to undo

the excesses committed during

Emergency and restore civil

liberties.

s The Left Front used the slogan of
Land to the Tiller in the West
Bengal Assembly elections held in
1977.

= Protect the Self-Respect of the
Telugus’ was the slogan used by N.
T. Rama Rao, the leader of the
Telugu Desam Party in Andhra
Pradesh Assembly elections in
1983.

In a democracy it is best to leave
political parties and candidates free
to conduct their election campaigns
the way they want to. But it is
sometimes necessary to regulate
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The Voter Verifiable Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT)
machine allows you to see a printed slip for 7 seconds
showing the Serial Number, Name & Symbol of your
chosen candidate. Itallows you to verify & confirm that
your vote has gone to the candidate of your choice.

ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

URL : htip Lnie.in




campaigns to ensure that every

political party and candidate gets a

fair and equal chance to compete.

According to our election law, no

party or candidate can:

= Bribe or threaten voters;

s Appeal to them in the name of
caste or religion;

s Use government resources for
election campaign; and

= Spend more than 25 lakh in a
constituency for a Lok Sabha election
or ¥ 10 lakh in a constituency in an

Assembly election.

If they do so, their election can be
rejected by the court even after they
have been declared elected. In
addition to the laws, all the political
parties in our country have agreed
to a Model Code of Conduct for
election campaigns. According to
this, no party or candidate can:
= Use any place of worship for

election propaganda;

VERIFY YOUR VOTE §

The Voter Verifiable Paper Audit Trail

machine allows you to see a printed slip for 7 seconds
showing the Serial Number, Name & Symbol of your
chosen candidate. It allows you to verify & confirm that
your vote has gone to the candidate of your choice.

= Use government vehicles, aircrafts
and officials for elections; and

s Once elections are announced,
Ministers shall not lay foundation
stones of any projects, take any big
policy decisions or make any
promises of providing public facilities.

Polling and counting of
votes

The final stage of an election is the
day when the voters cast or ‘poll’
their vote. That day is usually called
the election day. Every person
whose name is on the voters’list can
go to a nearby ‘polling booth’,
situated usually in a local school
or a government office. Once the
voter goes inside the booth, the
election officials identify her, put a
mark on her finger and allow her to
cast her vote. An agent of each
candidate is allowed to sit inside
the polling booth and ensure that
the voting takes place in a fair way.

Are the elections too expensive
for our country?

A large amount of money is spent in conducting
elections in India. For instance, the government
spentabout 3,500 crores in conducting Lok Sabha
elections in 2014. That works out to about 40 per
person on the voters’ list. The amount spent by
parties and candidates was more than what the
government spent. Roughly speaking, the
expenditure made by government, parties and
candidates was around ¥30,000 crores or 500
per voter.

Some people say that elections are a burden on
our people, that our poor country cannot afford to
hold elections once every five years. Let us
compare this expenditure with some other figures:
= In 2005, our government decided to buy six

nuclear submarines from France. Each subma-

rine cost about 3,000 crores.

= Delhi hosted the Commonwealth Games in
2010. The estimate for its cost is around
%20,000 crores.

Are the elections too expensive? You decide.
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Election result in Gulbarga

Let us go back to our example of Gulbarga. In 2014, a total of 8 candidates contested elections in that
constituency. The total eligible voters were 17.21 lakhs. Of these 9.98 lakh voters had cast their votes.
The candidate of the Congress party, Mallikarjun Kharge secured about 5.07 lakh votes. This was 50.82
percent of the total votes polled. But since he had secured more votes than anyone else, he was
declared elected a Member of Parliament from Gulbarga Lok Sabha constituency.

Election Result of Gulbarga constituency, GeneraL ELEcTioN To Lok SasHA, 2014

CANDIDATE PARTY VOTES POLLED % OF VOTES

D.G. Sagar JD(S) 15690 1.57
Mallikarjun Kharge INC 507193 50.82
Danni Mahadev B. BSP 11428 1.14
Revunaik Belamagi BJP 432460 43.33
B.T. Lalitha Naik AAAP 9074 0.91
S.M. Sharma SUCl 4943 0.50
Shankar Jadhav BHPP 2877 0.29
Ramu IND 4085 0.41
None of the Above NOTA 9888 0.99

= What is the percentage of voters who had actually cast their votes?
= To win an election is it necessary for a person to secure more than half the votes p@?

Earlier the voters used to indicate
who they wanted to vote for by putting
a stamp on the ballot paper. A ballot
paper is a sheet of paper on which the
names of the contesting candidates
along with party name and symbols
are listed. Nowadays electronic
voting machines (EVM) are used to
record votes. The machine shows the
names of the candidates and the
party symbols. Independent
candidates too have their own
symbuols, allotted by election commission.
All that the voter has to do is to press
the button against the name of the
candidate she wants to give her vote.

Once the polling is over, all the
EVMs are sealed and taken to a

secure place. A few days later, on a
fixed date, all the EVMs from a
constituency are opened and the
votes secured by each candidate are
counted. The agents of all
candidates are present there to
ensure that the counting is done
properly. The candidate who secures
the highest number of votes from a
constituency is declared elected. In
a general election, usually the
counting of votes in all the
constituencies takes place at the
same time, on the same day.
Television channels, radio and
newspapers report this event. Within
a few hours of counting, all the results
are declared and it becomes clear as
to who will form the next government.

Identify the fair and the unfair electoral practices among the following:

= A minister flags off a new train in his constituency a week before polling day.

= A candidate promises that she will get a new train for her constituency if she is elected.

= Supporters of a candidate take the voters to a temple and make them take an oath that they

will vote for him.

= The supporters of a candidate distribute blankets in slums in return for a promise for vote.

agents presentin
the polling booth
and the counting

centre?

CHECK
YOUR
PROGRESS
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For more details about
the Election Commission
of India,

visit

https://eci.gov.in

Why does the
Election
Commission have
so much powers? Is
this good for
democracy?

3.3 WHAT MAKEs ELECTIONS IN INDIA

DEMOCRATIC?

We get to read a lot about unfair
practices in elections. Newspapers
and television reports often refer to
such allegations. Most of these
reports are about the following:

m Inclusion of false names and
exclusion of genuine names in
the voters’ list;

= Misuse of government facilities
and officials by the ruling party;

= Excessive use of money by rich
candidates and big parties; and

= Intimidation of voters and rigging
on the polling day.

Many of these reports are correct.
We feel unhappy when we read or
see such reports. But fortunately
they are not on such a scale so as to
defeat the very purpose of elections.
This becomes clear if we ask a basic
question: Can a party win an
election and come to power not
because it has popular support but
through electoral malpractices?
This is a vital question. Let us
carefully examine various aspects
of this question.

Independent Election
nission

One simple way of checking whether
elections are fair or not is to look at
who conducts the elections. Are they
independent of the government? Or
can the government or the ruling
party influence or pressurise them?
Do they have enough powers to be
able to conduct free and fair
elections? Do they actually use these
powers?

The answer to all these questions
is quite positive for our country. In
our country elections are conducted
by an independent and very
powerful Election Commission (EC).
It enjoys the same kind of
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independence that the judiciary

enjoys. The Chief Election

Commissioner (CEC) is appointed by

the President of India. But once

appointed, the Chief Election

Commissioner is not answerable to

the President or the government.

Even if the ruling party or the

government does not like what the

Commission does, it is virtually

impossible for it to remove the CEC.

Very few election commissions in
the world have such wide-ranging
powers as the Election Commission
of India.

EC takes decisions on every aspect

of conduct and control of elections

from the announcement of
elections to the declaration of
results.

It implements the Code of
Conduct and punishes any
candidate or party that violates it.
During the election period, the EC
can order the government to follow
some guidelines, to prevent use
and misuse of governmental power
to enhance its chances to win
elections, or to transfer some
government officials.

s When on election duty, govern-
ment officers work under the con-
trol of the EC and not the govern-
ment.

In the last 25 years or so, the
Election Commission has begun to
exercise all its powers and even
expand them. It is very common now
for the Election Commission to
reprimand the government and
administration for their lapses. When
election officials come to the opinion
that polling was not fair in some booths
or even an entire constituency, they
order a repoll. The ruling parties often
do not like what the EC does. But they
have to obey. This would not have
happened if the EC was not
independent and powerful.

ELECTORAL PoLITICS
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EC issues notification constituting 14th : ::::;” I-cards not mandatory in Bihar

Lok Sabha CHECK
EC tightens norms for poll expenses EC accepts new Haryana DGP~ ~  YOUR
EC will seek power to censure PROGRESS
T political ads

EC to visit Gujarat again, review poll ‘
e EC says noimmediate plantohan

—  Heasks EC to bar ‘criminal’ netas ExitPolls .
i s
EC shoots down HM advice op £c ordersrenollin 398 more hooth
poll reforms
———— ECto keep closer eye on hidden

e —————
poll costs

T S —

Read these headlines carefully and identify which powers are used by the Election Commission in each
instance to ensure free and fair elections.

Popular participation 1 People’s participation in election
Another way to check the quality of is usually measured by voter
the election process is to see turnout figures. Turnout indicates
whether people participate in it with the per cent of eligible voters who
enthusiasm. If the election process actually cast their vote. Over the
is not free or fair, people will not last fifty years, the turnout in
continue to participate in the Europe and North America has
exercise. Now, read these charts declined. In India the turnout has
and draw some conclusions about either remained stable or actually
participation in India: gone up.

1 VOTER TURNOUT IN INDIA AND THE UK

90|
N UK el
80 INDIA =t
;@ 70 66
5 60 60
-
3 _| . 58 59
= 50
P
w40
m J—|
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> J—|
20
10|
1991 2015l
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2In India the poor, illiterate and
underprivileged people vote in
larger proportion as compared to
the rich and privileged sections.
This is in contrast to western
democracies. For example in the
United States of America, poor
people, African Americans and
Hispanics vote much less than the
rich and the white people.

2 VOTER TURNOUT IN INDIA AND US BY SOCIAL GROUPS, 2004

INDIA us

— 56

VOTER TURNOUT (%)

Upper
Caste

53 60 61 60

0BC SC ST

56

White Black  Hispanic

SOCIAL GROUPS

Source: Figures for India
from National Election
Study 2004, CSDS.
Figures for US from
National Election Study
2004, University of
Michigan.

3 Common people in India attach a
lot of importance to elections.
They feel that through elections
they can bring pressure on
political parties to adopt policies
and programmes favourable to
them. They also feel that their vote
matters in the way things are run
in the country.

3 DO YOU THINK YOUR VOTE MAKES A DIFFERENCE?

Source: National Election
Study 2004, CSDS.

" Has effect
I Has no effect
I Don'tknow

4 The interest of voters in election-
related activities has been
increasing over the years. During
the 2004 elections, more than
one-third voters took part in a
campaign-related activities. More
than half of the people identified
themselves as being close to one
or the other political party. One
out of every seven voters is a
member of a political party.

4 THOSE WHO PARTICIPATED IN ANY

ELECTION RELATED ACTIVITY IN INDIA
Source: National Election Study 1996-2004, CSDS.

1996 1998 1999 2004

ELECTION YEAR

ZSACTIVITY

Ask the eligible voters in your family whether they
voted in the last election to the Lok Sabha or to the
state assembly. If they did not, ask them why did
they not vote. If they did, ask them which party
and candidate they voted for and why. Also ask
them whether they had participated in any other
election-related activity like attending an election
meeting or rally etc.

Acceptance of election
outcome

One final test of the free and fairness
of election has in the outcome itself.
If elections are not free or fair, the
outcome always favours the powerful.
In such a situation, the ruling parties
do not lose elections. Usually, the

s Eucrom Poumes
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losing party does not accept the

outcome of a rigged election.
The outcome of India’s elections

speaks for itself:

= The ruling parties routinely lose
elections in India both at the
national and state level. In fact in
every two out of the three elections
held in the last 25 years, the
ruling party lost.

= In the US, an incumbent or ‘sitting’
elected representative rarely
loses an election. In India about
half of the sitting MPs or MLAs lose
elections.

= Candidates who are known to
have spent a lot of money on
‘buying votes’ and those with
known criminal connections

Irfan Khan

The leader is coming out of a press conference:
£ 1 lecti “What was the need to say that we have
often lose elections. distributed tickets only amongst suitable and Thf

=Barring very few disputed \;nhane family relations?” Do you think that cartoon
elections, the electoral outcomes i vojitics i confined to only a few states or
are usually accepted as ‘people’s

ies?
verdict’ by the defeated party. parties?
. Titled ‘Electoral
Challenges to free and fair Campaigns’, this
elections cartoon was drawn in

elections? Questions of this kind
bring the many limitations and
challenges of Indian elections to our
attention. These include :

All this leads to a simple conclusion:
elections in India are basically free
and fair. The party that wins an elec-
tion and forms government does so
because people have chosen it over
its rivals. This may not be true for ev-
ery constituency. A few candidates
may win purely on the basis of
money power and unfair means. But
the overall verdict of a general elec-
tion still reflects popular preference.
There are very few exceptions to this
rule in the last 60 years in our coun-
try. This is what makes Indian elec-
tions democratic.

Yet the picture looks different if we
ask deeper questions: Are people’s
preferences based on real
knowledge? Are the voters getting a
real choice? Is election really level
playing field for everyone? Can an e e
ordinary citizen hope to win T ,;@7/

the Latin American
context. Does this
apply to India
- ==, andto other
democracies
in the world?

©Nerilicon, E/ Economista, Cagle Cartoons Inc.
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Is this an accurate
picture of what
happens to the voter
before and after
elections? Must this
always happenin a
democracy? Gan you
think of examples
when this did not
happen?

read
the

cartoon

CHECK
YOUR
PROGRESS

L
o=

- e TP

R.K. Laxman, The Times of India

s Candidates and parties with a lot
of money may not be sure of their
victory but they do enjoy a big and
unfair advantage over smaller
parties and independents.

s In some parts of the country,
candidates with criminal connection
have been able to push others out of
the electoral race and to secure a
‘ticket’ from major parties.

s Some families tend to dominate
political parties; tickets are
distributed to relatives from these
families.

m Very often elections offer little
choice to ordinary citizens, for
both the major parties are quite

similar to each other both in

policies and practice.

Smaller parties and independent

candidates suffer a huge

disadvantage compared to bigger
parties.

These challenges exist not just in
India but also in many established
democracies. These deeper issues
are a matter of concern for those who
believe in democracy. That is why
citizens, social activists and
organisations have been demanding
reforms in our electoral system. Can
you think of some reforms? What
can an ordinary citizen do to face
these challenges?

Here are some facts on Indian elections. Comment on each of these to say whether they reflect the

strength or the weakness of our electoral system:

= The 16th Lok Sabha has 12 per cent women members.
= The Election Commission often refuses to accept the government’s advice about when the elections

should be held.

= The 16th Lok Sabha has more than 440 members whose assets are more than Rs.1 crore.
m After losing an election the Chief Minister said: “I respect the people’s verdict”.
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Code of Conduct: A set of norms and guidelines to be followed by
political parties and contesting candidates during election time.
Constituency: Voters in a geographical area who elect a representative to
the legislative bodies.

Incumbent: The current holder of a political office. Usually the choice for
the voters in elections is between the incumbent party or candidate and
those who oppose them.

Level playing field: Condition in which all parties and candidates
contesting in an election have equal opportunities to appeal for votes and
to carry out election campaign.

Rigging: Fraud and malpractices indulged by a party or candidate to
increase its votes. It includes stuffing ballot boxes by a few persons using
the votes of others; recording multiple votes by the same person; and
bribing or coercing polling officers to favour a candidate.

Turnout: The percentage of eligible voters who cast their votes in an election.

1 Which of the following statements about the reasons for conducting
elections are false?
a Elections enable people to judge the performance of the
government.
b People select the representative of their choice in an election.
c Elections enable people to evaluate the performance of the
judiciary.
d People can indicate which policies they prefer.

2 Which of these is not a good reason to say that Indian elections are
democratic?
a India has the largest number of voters in the world.
b India’s Election Commission is very powerful.
¢ In India, everyone above the age of 18 has a right to vote.
d In India, the losing parties accept the electoral verdict.

3 Match the following :

a It is necessary to keep the i there is a fair representation of
voters list up to date because ~_ all sections of our society
b Some constituencies are 1  ¢€Veryone has equal

reserved for SCs and STs so opportunity to elect their
that representative

iii  all candidates must have a fair
chance of competing in
elections

c Everyone has one and only
one vote so that

d Party in power is not allowed iv  some people may have moved
to use government vehicles away from the area where they
because voted last

exercises
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List all the different election related activities mentioned in the chapter
and arrange them in a time sequence, beginning with the first activity
and ending with the last. Some of these activities are given below:
releasing election manifestos; counting of votes; making of voters’
list; election campaign; declaration of election results; casting of
votes; ordering of re-poll; announcing election schedule; filing
nomination.

Surekha is an officer in-charge of ensuring free and fair elections
in an assembly constituency in a state. Describe what should she
focus on for each of the following stages of election:

a Election campaign

b Polling day

c¢ Counting day

The table below gives the proportion of different communities among
the candidates who won elections to the US Congress. Compare these
to the proportion of these communities in the population of the US.
Based on this, would you suggest a system of reservations in the US
Congress? If yes, why and for which communities? If no, why not?

Proportion of the community
(in per cent) in the
House of Population of US
representatives
Blacks 8 13
Hispanics 5 13
Whites 86 70

Can we draw the following conclusions from the information given

in this chapter? Give two facts to support your position for each of

these.

a Election Commission of India does not have enough powers to
conduct free and fair elections in the country.

b There is a high level of popular participation in the elections in
our country.

c It is very easy for the party in power to win an election.

d Many reforms are needed to make our elections completely free
and fair.

Chinappa was convicted for torturing his wife for dowry. Satbir was
held guilty of practicing untouchability. The court did not allow
either of them to contest elections. Does this decision go against the
principles of democratic elections?

Here are some reports of electoral malpractices from different parts of

the world. Is there anything that these countries can learn from India

to improve their elections? What would you suggest in each case?

a During an election in Nigeria, the officer in charge of counting
votes deliberately increased the votes of one candidate and declared
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him elected. The court later found out that more than five lakh @xercises
votes cast for one candidate were counted in favour of another.
b Just before elections in Fiji, a pamphlet was distributed warning
voters that a vote for former Prime Minister, Mahendra Chaudhry
will lead to bloodshed. This was a threat to voters of Indian origin.
c In the US, each state has its own method of voting, its own
procedure of counting and its own authority for conducting
elections. Authorities in the state of Florida took many
controversial decisions that favoured Mr. Bush in the presidential
elections in 2000. But no one could change those decisions.

10 Here are some reports of malpractices in Indian elections. Identify
what the problem in each case is. What should be done to correct the
situation?

a Following the announcement of elections, the minister promised
to provide financial aid to reopen the closed sugar mill.

b Opposition parties alleged that their statements and campaign
was not given due attention in Doordarshan and All India Radio.

¢ An inquiry by the Election Commission showed that electoral rolls
of a state contain name of 20 lakh fake voters.

d The hoodlums of a political party were moving with guns,
physically preventing supporters of other political parties to meet
the voters and attacking meetings of other parties.

11 Ramesh was not in class when this chapter was being taught. He

came the next day and repeated what he had heard from his father.

Can you tell Ramesh what is wrong with these statements?

a Women always vote the way men tell them to. So what is the point
of giving them the right to vote?

b Party politics creates tension in society. Elections should be
decided by consensus not by competition.

¢ Only graduates should be allowed to stand as candidates for
elections.

Assembly elections are usually held every year in a few states of the Q\\\%“EAD Mg

country. You can collect information about the elections that take place }%

during this session. While collecting news items, divide these into three %
(-]

discussed by political parties; information about people’s demand;
role of the Election Commission.

s [mportant events on the day of the election and counting — turnout
in elections; reports of malpractice; re-polls; the types of
predictions made; and the final outcome.

= Post elections — reasons offered by political parties for winning or
losing elections; analysis of the election verdict by the media;
selection of the Chief Minister.

parts:
= Important events that took place before the election — main agenda @
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National Voters’ Day (NVD) Pledge

We, the citizens of India, having abiding faith in
democracy, hereby pledge to uphold the democratic
traditions of our country and the dignity of free, fair
and peaceful elections, and to vote in every election
fearlessly and without being influenced by
considerations of religion, race, caste, community,
language or any inducement.

. /

How did your school celebrate the National Voters’ Day
on 25th January? Did you take the NVD Pledge?

Is Electoral Literacy Club (ELC) functioning in
your school? For details about Systematic Voters’
Education and Electoral Participation (SVEEP)
programme of the Election Commission of India,
visit http://ecisveep.nic.in

The tableau of the Election Commission of India passes through the Rajpath, New Delhi, on the occasion
of the 67th Republic Day Parade in 2016.
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LEARNING OUTCOMES

The students will be able to

1. The Story of Village Palampur

1. Distinguish between farming and non forming economic activities in villages.

2. Analyse the factors of production.

3. Recognise the need of multiple cropping.

4. Analyse the Impact of the Green Revolution and perform an interview with
the local farmers regarding different farming methods in their area.

5. Discuss about the conditions of labour, source of capital, sale of surplus

and its effective use.

. People as Resource
. Understand the factors that make people as resource
. Analyse the three economic sectors and their activities.

. Explain on the gender discrimination.

SwWw N = N

. Discuss the effect of unemployment on economy and the measures to be
taken.

5. Appreciate the role of Tertiary Sector in providing employment

opportunities.

6. Describe factors affecting quality of population

270



foe)
ek sk 11 F
/u,b.,;:‘ (L?ﬁ S Uikl J!_+;ﬁr&fJ &{
Stz e E S B rme Gulr &
1 8L LT S8 Ay 30 g Ay e B S
Lt S F O il Lol U ot
Y IS ),
‘&J”?ﬂuﬂ/uﬁ/z&f%f'muw@ wfi e
:ﬁg@)Lalétgl,gw?u?d;gému)ﬁn&g,,f’
Kelrule USEL 2 Pl e snvp
e
J@dt,é_nu:u%uﬁﬁ‘au%u*/'vgzégﬂﬁgﬂg
2K UIEE it S KUt sl
Uil Koo sl AISK
S PSP L gt P o G
St e ML Mol -t S Fs i 6
LB U S BIudsyifin L

e

< e e PGl 2 e g 45K QU
_‘ajgﬂg(tE{J’Zq/:gu'zi&g@/u%u’}ﬁ,m
Kw»‘djvgﬁg,{a%d/;ﬁwK.;ﬁk{uﬁ»;dg
-t &@Jga;g))fuy/}d/);u’” Jgﬁﬂwku
- &ﬂ cwﬁJJImi (D.ﬂf;“i Z u::,’/;dzbhg,
-ugJL%/{;K:;a?mu”/&w:d/{wd/w &Jﬁdﬁ'u)
AT e IE S 3 S s
S Sl L0 S ol Bk s
-l
Ryt
U{lcc«'w"ulufgéﬂ}?}%/:{f&gczWléﬂf
Sk 3w Uity ez b
gL’u’/ufguﬂ/ugdbLnJW'/iUV_‘a51}/‘:6/»
B & Ay I e e Jine
qu’ﬁlc?’d/»/}’}'ﬁcu;{d/d”cULV:U:{V_‘L&@
I SEOD s Us b U U e SL e Uyik
e, S AP FESu ¢
o 20 as0l FL Uit sk
e L I Pyl SUik 80 L =3
-ujéféf.,pcwﬂ’u;%’ﬁuj;‘/.&gﬁgcuﬁd?
L Uske gt SIE i3 :h St TS Us¥
e SP gl et Pt TES
u:uiwuy-unguz;uywu@&@{m

-‘a&gywo’f’"zo&’*“u,ﬁ@’"é;ué&g&mﬂé’iﬁ;{}ldf{mwz&% * _3

3 %)

[ W W= %

271

. i
dulusggdy

¢

e

& =
W Y ety



{

Chapter

The Story of Village Palampur

Overview

The purpose of the story is to introduce
some basic concepts relating to production
and this we do through a story of a
hypothetical village called Palampur.*

Farming is the main activity in
Palampur, whereas several other
activities such as small scale
manufacturing, dairy, transport, etc. are
carried out on a limited scale. These
production activities need various types
of resources — natural resources, man-
made items, human effort, money, etc. As
we read through the story of Palampur,
we will learn how various resources
combine to produce the desired goods and
services in the village.

Introduction

Palampur is well-connected with
neighbouring villages and towns. Raiganj,
a big village, is 3 kms from Palampur. An
all weather road connects the village to
Raiganj and further on to the nearest
small town of Shahpur. Many kinds of
transport are visible on this road starting
from bullock carts, tongas, bogeys (wooden
cart drawn by buffalos) loaded with jaggery
(gur) and other commodities to motor
vehicles like motorcycles, jeeps, tractors
and trucks.

This village has about 450 families
belonging to several different castes. The
80 upper caste families own the majority
of land in the village. Their houses, some
of them quite large, are made of brick with
cement plastering. The SCs (dalits)
comprise one third of the population and
live in one corner of the village and in
much smaller houses some of which are
of mud and straw. Most of the houses have

Picture 1.1 Scene of a village

electric connections. Electricity powers all
the tubewells in the fields and is used in
various types of small business. Palampur
has two primary schools and one high
school. There is a primary health centre
run by the government and one private
dispensary where the sick are treated.

e The description above shows that
Palampur has fairly well-developed
system of roads, transport, electricity,
irrigation, schools and health centre.
Compare these facilities with those in
your nearby village.

The story of Palampur, an imaginary
village, will take us through the different
types of production activities in the
village. In villages across India, farming
is the main production activity. The other
production activities, referred to as non-
farm activities include small
manufacturing, transport, shop-keeping,
etc. We shall take a look at both these
types of activities, after learning a few
general things about production.

b N * The narrative is partly based on a research study by Gilbert Etienne of a village in Bulandshahr district in Western
A Uttar Pradesh.
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Organisation oi Production

The aim of production is to produce the
goods and services that we want. There
are four requirements for production of
goods and services.

The first requirement is land, and
other natural resources such as water,
forests, minerals.

The second requirement is labour, i.e.
people who will do the work. Some
production activities require highly
educated workers to perform the
necessary tasks. Other activities require
workers who can do manual work. Each
worker is providing the labour necessary
for production.

The third requirement is physical
capital, i.e. the variety of inputs required
at every stage during production. What
are the items that come under physical
capital?

(@) Tools, machines, buildings: Tools and
machines range from very simple tools
such as a farmer’s plough to
sophisticated machines such as
generators, turbines, computers, etc.
Tools, machines, buildings can be used
in production over many years, and
are called fixed capital.

(b) Raw materials and money in hand:
Production requires a variety of raw
materials such as the yarn used by
the weaver and the clay used by the
potter. Also, some money is always
required during production to make
payments and buy other necessary
items. Raw materials and money in
hand are called working capital.
Unlike tools, machines and buildings,
these are used up in production.

There is a fourth requirement too. You
will need knowledge and enterprise to be
able to put together land, labour and
physical capital and produce an output
either to use yourself or to sell in the
market. This these days is called human

274

capital. We shall learn more about human

capital in the next chapter.

e In the picture, identify the land, labour
and fixed capital used in production.

.

Picture 1.2 A factory, with several labourers
and machines

Every production is organised by
combining land, labour, physical capital
and human capital, which are known as
factors of production. As we read
through the story of Palampur, we will
learn more about the first three factors
of production. For convenience, we will
refer to the physical capital as the capital
in this chapter.

Farming in Palampur
1. Land is fixed

Farming is the main production activity
in Palampur. 75 per cent of the people
who are working are dependent on
farming for their livelihood. They could
be farmers or farm labourers. The well-
being of these people is closely related to
production on the farms.

But remember that there is a basic
constraint in raising farm production.
Land area under cultivation is practically
fixed. Since 1960 in Palampur, there has
been no expansion in land area under

The Story of Village Palampur
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cultivation. By then, some of the
wastelands in the village had been
converted to cultivable land. There exists
no further scope to increase farm
production by bringing new land under
cultivation.

The standard unit of measuring land
is hectare, though in the villages you
may find land area being discussed
in local units such as bigha, guintha
etc. One hectare equals the area of a
square with one side measuring 100
metres. Can you compare the area of
a 1 hectare field with the area of your

school ground? )

2. Is there a way one can grow more
from the same land?

In the kind of crops grown and facilities
available, Palampur would resemble a
village of the western part of the state of
Uttar Pradesh. All land is cultivated in
Palampur. No land is left idle. During the
rainy season (kharif) farmers grow jowar
and bajra. These plants are used as cattle
feed. It is followed by cultivation of potato
between October and December. In the
winter season (rabi), fields are sown with
wheat. From the wheat produced, farmers
keep enough wheat for the family’'s
consumption and sell the surplus wheat
at the market at Raiganj. A part of the
land area is also devoted to sugarcane
which is harvested once every year.
Sugarcane, in its raw form, or as jaggery,
is sold to traders in Shahpur.

The main reason why farmers are able
to grow three different crops in a year in
Palampur is due to the well-developed
system of irrigation. Electricity came early
to Palampur. Its major impact was to
transform the system of irrigation.
Persian wheels were, till then, used by

larger areas of land more effectively. The
first few tubewells were installed by the
government. Soon, however, farmers
started setting up private tubewells. As a
result, by mid-1970s the entire cultivated
area of 200 hectares (ha.) was irrigated.

Not all villages in India have such
high levels of irrigation. Apart from
the riverine plains, coastal regions in
our country are well-irrigated. In
contrast, plateau regions such as the
Deccan plateau have low levels of
irrigation. Of the total cultivated area
in the country a little less than 40
per cent is irrigated even today. In
the remaining areas, farming is
largely dependent on rainfall. )

To grow more than one crop on a piece of
land during the year is known as multiple
cropping. It is the most common way of
increasing production on a given piece of
land. All farmers in Palampur grow
atleast two main crops; many are growing
potato as the third crop in the past fifteen
to twenty years.

Picture 1.3 Different crops

g

@? Let’s Discuss

e The following Tablel.1 shows the land
under cultivation in India in units of

million hectares. Plot this on the graph
provided. What does the graph show?
Discuss in class.

The Story of Village Palampur

% farmers to draw water from the wells and

) irrigate small fields. People saw that the

. » c¢lectric-run tubewells could irrigate much
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Table 1.1: Cultivated area over the years

Year Cultivated Area
(in Million ctares)
1950-51 132
1990-91 186
2000-01 186
2010-11 (P) 198
2011-12 (P) 196
2012-13 (P) 194
2013-14 (P) 201
2014-15 (P) 198
2015-16 (P) 197
2016-17 (P) 200

(P) - Provisional Data

Source: Pocket Book of Agriculture Statistics
2020, Directorate of Economics and Statistics,
Department of Agriculture, Cooperation and
Farmers Welfare.

Cultivated area (in million hectares)

250

200

150 -

100

Cultivated area

50

0
1950-51  1990-01  2000-01  2010-11 2011-12  2012-13 201314  2014-15  2015-16 2016-17

Year

e [s it important to increase the area
under irrigation? Why?

* You have read about the crops grown
in Palampur. Fill the following table
based on information on the crops
grown in your region.

You have seen that one way of
increasing production from the same
land is by multiple cropping. The other
way is to use modern farming methods

for higher yield. Yield is measured as
crop produced on a given piece of land
during a single season. Till the mid-
1960s, the seeds used in cultivation
were traditional ones with relatively low
yields. Traditional seeds needed less
irrigation. Farmers used cow-dung and
other natural manure as fertilizers. All
these were readily available with the
farmers who did not have to buy them.

The Green Revolution in the late
1960s introduced the Indian farmer to
cultivation of wheat and rice using high
yielding varieties (HYVs) of seeds.
Compared to the traditional seeds, the
HYV seeds promised to produce much
greater amounts of grain on a single plant.
As a result, the same piece of land would
now produce far larger quantities of
foodgrains than was possible earlier. HYV
seeds, however, needed plenty of water
and also chemical fertilizers and
pesticides to produce best results.

Electricity

Picture 1.4 Modern Farming Methods: HYV
seeds, chemical fertilizer etc.

Name of crop Month sown

Month Harvested

Source of irrigation (Rain,
tanks, tubewells, canals, etc.)

278 The Story of Village Palampur
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Higher yields were possible only from a
combination of HYV seeds, irrigation,
chemical fertilisers, pesticides, etc.

Farmers of Punjab, Haryana and
Western Uttar Pradesh were the first to
try out the modern farming method in
India. The farmers in these regions set
up tubewells for irrigation, and made use
of HYV seeds, chemical fertilisers and
pesticides in farming. Some of them
bought farm machinery, like tractors and
threshers, which made ploughing and
harvesting faster. They were rewarded
with high yields of wheat.

In Palampur, the yield of wheat grown
from the traditional varieties was 1300 kg
per hectare. With HYV seeds, the yield
went up to 3200 kg per hectare. There
was a large increase in the production of
wheat. Farmers now had greater amounts
of surplus wheat to sell in the markets.

¢ Let’s Discuss

*  What is the difference between multiple
cropping and modern farming method?

e The following table shows the
production of wheat and pulses in India
after the Green Revolution in units of
million tonnes. Plot this on a graph.
Was the Green Revolution equally
successful for both the crops? Discuss.

e What is the working capital required
by the farmer using modern farming
methods?

Table 1.2: Production of pulses and wheat
(in Million Tonnes)

Production Production
of Pulses of Wheat
10 10
12 24
11 36
14 55
11 70
18 87
18 94
19 96
17 87
17 94
23 99
25 100
23 104
23 108
25 110
28 107

Source: Pocket book of agricultural Statistics 2022,
Directorate of Economics and Statistics, Department of

»_ Agriculture, Cooperation and Farmers Welfare.
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* Modern farming methods require the
farmer to start with more cash than
before. Why?

@ Suggested Activity

During your field visit talk to some
farmers of your region. Find out:

1. What kind of farming methods —
modern or traditional or mixed — do
the farmers use? Write a note.

What are the sources of irrigation?

3. How much of the cultivated land is
irrigated? (very little/nearly half/
majority/all)

4. From where do farmers obtain the
inputs that they require?

N

3. Will the land sustain?

Land being a natural resource, it is
necessary to be careful in its use.
Scientific reports indicate that the modern
farming methods have overused the
natural resource base.

In many areas, Green Revolution is
associated with the loss of soil fertility
due to increased use of chemical
fertilisers. Also, continuous use of
groundwater for tubewell irrigation has
led to the depletion of the water-table.
Environmental resources, like soil fertility
and groundwater, are built up over years.
Once destroyed it is very difficult to
restore them. We must take care of the
environment to ensure future
development of agriculture.

g
@‘ Suggested Activity

* After reading the following reports from
newspapers/magazines, write a letter
to the Agriculture Minister in your own
words telling him how the use of
chemical fertilisers can be harmful.

...Chemical fertilisers provide
minerals which dissolve in water and
are immediately available to plants.
But these may not be retained in the

The Story of Village Palampur
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k.

soil for long. They may escape from
the soil and pollute groundwater,
rivers and lakes. Chemical fertilizers
can also Kill bacteria and other micro-
organisms in the soil. This means
some time after their use, the soil will
be less fertile than ever
before....(Source: Down to Earth, New
Delhi)

..... The consumption of chemical
fertilizers in Punjab is highest in the
country. The continuous use of chemical
fertilizers has led to degradation of soil
health. Punjab farmers are now forced
to use more and more chemical
fertilizers and other inputs to achieve
the same production level. This means
cost of cultivation is rising very
fast..... (Source: The Tribune,
Chandigarh)

&5

4. How is land distributed between
the farmers of Palampur?

You must have realised how important
land is for farming. Unfortunately, not all
the people engaged in agriculture have
sufficient land for cultivation. In Palampur,
about one third of the 450 families are
landless, i.e. 150 families, most of them

/%,  dalits, have no land for cultivation.

Of the remaining families who own

282

land, 240 families cultivate small plots of
land less than 2 hectares in size.
Cultivation of such plots doesn’t bring
adequate income to the farmer family.

In 1960, Gobind was a farmer with
2.25 hectares of largely unirrigated
land. With the help of his three sons
Gobind cultivated the land. Though
they didn’t live very comfortably, the
family managed to feed itself with a
little bit of extra income from one
buffalo that the family possessed.
Some years after Gobind’s death, this
land was divided among his three
sons. Each one now has a plot of land
that is only 0.75 hectare in size. Even
with improved irrigation and modern
farming method, Gobind’s sons are
not able to make a living from their
land. They have to look for additional
work during part of the year.

&

You can see the large number of small
plots scattered around the village in the
picture. These are cultivated by the small
farmers. On the other hand, more than
half the area of the village is covered by
plots that are quite large in size. In
Palampur, there are 60 families of medium
and large farmers who cultivate more
than 2 hectares of land. A few of the large
farmers have land extending over 10

hectares or more.
The Story of Village Palampur
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Picture 1.6 Work on |\
the fields: Wheat crop—
ploughing by bullocks,

sowing, spraying of
insecticides, cultivation

by traditional method,

cultivation by modern §
method, and cutting of
crops.

g

é? Let’s Discuss

e In the Picture 1.5, can you shade the
land cultivated by the small farmers?

e Why do so many families of farmers
cultivate such small plots of land?

e The distribution of farmers in India and
the amount of land they cultivate is given
in the following Graph 1.1. Discuss in
the classroom.

Graph 1.1: Distribution of Cultivated Area
and Farmers

Cultivated Area Number of Farmers

55.4%

44.6% 85%

—

T 15%
. Medium, Semi-Medium &
Large Farmers

(More than 2 ha.)

Marginal & Small farmers
(Less than 2 ha.)

Source: Pocket Book of Agriculture Statistics
2020 and State of Indian Agriculture 2020,
Department of Agriculture, Cooperation and
Farmers Welfare.
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2,
@? Let’s Discuss

* Would you agree that the distribution
of cultivated land is unequal in
Palampur? Do you find a similar
situation for India? Explain.

5. Who will provide the labour?

After land, labour is the next necessary
factor for production. Farming requires a
great deal of hard work. Small farmers
along with their families cultivate their
own fields. Thus, they provide the labour
required for farming themselves. Medium
and large farmers hire farm labourers to
work on their fields.

é? Let’s Discuss

e Identify the work being done on the
field in the Pictures 1.6 and arrange
them in a proper sequence.

Farm labourers come either from
landless families or families cultivating
small plots of land. Unlike farmers, farm
labourers do not have a right over the

The Story of Village Palampur
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"7 "Dala and Ramkali ar
Rl e

It is difficult to find
work these days. Only
the large farmers hire
us. And that too for
very limited number

_J We have tractors for
ploughing, harvesters
for harvesting, threshers
for threshing. Even for

mong the poorest native of the village

e
i

has just bought a harvester.
So we are going to get even
less work during the harvest
season this year. Last year
I worked for less than five
months in the whole year.

removing weeds, some |
farmers spray weedicide.

This year I will have
to look for work in

lender Rs.2000. I had
taken Rs.1000 last
summer when no work
was available in the
fields. How will I ever
repay? I hardly earn

crops grown on the land. Instead they are
paid wages by the farmer for whom they
work. Wages can be in cash or in kind
e.g. crop. Sometimes labourers get meals
also. Wages vary widely from region to
region, from crop to crop, from one farm
activity to another (like sowing and
harvesting). There is also a wide variation
in the duration of employment. A farm

Picture 1.7 The conversation between Dala and Ramkali

286

the brick-making
unit in Raiganj.

My situation is not
much better. Due

to past debt the
moneylenders refuse
to give me any !
loan.

labourer might be employed on a daily
basis, or for one particular farm activity
like harvesting, or for the whole year.
Dala is a landless farm labourer who
works on daily wages in Palampur. This
means he must regularly look for work. The
minimum wages for a farm labourer set by
the government is Rs 300 per day (March
2019), but Dala gets only Rs 160. There is
The Story of Village Palampur
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heavy competition for work among the
farm labourers in Palampur, so people
agree to work for lower wages. Dala
complains about his situation to Ramkali,
who is another farm labourer.

Both Dala and Ramkali are among the
poorest people in the village.

é? Let’s Discuss

e Why are farm labourers like Dala and
Ramkali poor?

* Gosaipur and Majauli are two villages
in North Bihar. Out of a total of 850
households in the two villages, there
are more than 250 men who are
employed in rural Punjab and Haryana
or in Delhi, Mumbai, Surat, Hyderabad
or Nagpur. Such migration is common
in most villages across India. Why do
people migrate? Can you describe
(based on your imagination) the work
that the migrants of Gosaipur and
Majauli might do at the place of
destination?

6. The capital needed in farming

You have already seen that the modern
farming methods require a great deal of
capital, so that the farmer now needs
more money than before.

1. Most small farmers have to borrow
money to arrange for the capital. They
borrow from large farmers or the
village moneylenders or the traders
who supply various inputs for
cultivation. The rate of interest on
such loans is very high. They are put
to great distress to repay the loan.

Savita is a small farmer. She plans
to cultivate wheat on her 1 hectare of
land. Besides seeds, fertilizers and
pesticides, she needs cash to buy
water and repair her farm
instruments. She estimates that the
working capital itself would cost a
minimum of Rs 3,000. She doesn’t
have the money, so she decides to
borrow from Tejpal Singh, a large

LA

)

AR s
R
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farmer. Tejpal Singh agrees to give
Savita the loan at an interest rate of
24 per cent for four months, which is
a very high interest rate. Savita also
has to promise to work on his field as
a farm labourer during the harvest
season at Rs 100 per day. As you can
tell, this wage is quite low. Savita
knows that she will have to work very
hard to complete harvesting on her
own field, and then work as a farm
labourer for Tejpal Singh. The harvest
time is a very busy time. As a mother
of three children she has a lot of
household responsibilities. Savita
agrees to these tough conditions as
she knows getting a loan is difficult
for a small farmer. é_

2. In contrast to the small farmers, the
medium and large farmers have their
own savings from farming. They are
thus able to arrange for the capital
needed. How do these farmers have
their own savings? You shall find the
answer in the next section.

@?Lef's discuss the story so far....

We have read about the three factors of
production—land, labour and capital—
and how they are used in farming. Let us
fill in the blanks given below.

Among the three factors of production,
we found that labour is the most
abundant factor of production. There are
many people who are willing to work as
farm labourers in the villages, whereas
the opportunities of work are limited.
They belong to either landless families
or . They are paid low
wages, and lead a difficult life.

In contrast to labour,

is a scarce factor of production. Cultivated
land area is . Moreover,
even the existing land is distributed

(equally/unequally) among
the people engaged in farming. There are
a large number of small farmers who
cultivate small plots of land and live in

The Story of Village Palampur
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conditions not much better than the
landless farm labourer. To make the
maximum use of the existing land,
farmers use and

. Both these have led to
increase in production of crops.

Modern farming methods require a
great deal of Small
farmers usually need to borrow money to
arrange for the capital, and are put to
great distress to repay the loan. Therefore,
capital too is a scarce factor of production,
particularly for the small farmers.

Though both land and capital are
scarce, there is a basic difference between

the two factors of production.
is a natural resource,
whereas is man-made. It

is possible to increase capital, whereas
land is fixed. Therefore, it is very
important that we take good care of land
and other natural resources used in
farming.

7. Sale of Surplus Farm Products

Let us suppose that the farmers have
produced wheat on their lands using the
three factors of production. The wheat
is harvested and production is complete.
What do the farmers do with the wheat?
They retain a part of the wheat for the
family’s consumption and sell the
surplus wheat. Small farmers like
Savita and Gobind’s sons have little
surplus wheat because their total
production is small and from this a
substantial share is kept for their own
family needs. So it is the medium and
large farmers who supply wheat to the
market. In the Picture 1.1, you can see the
bullock cart streaming into the market
each carrying loads of wheat. The traders
at the market buy the wheat and sell it

Tejpal Singh, the large farmer, has a
surplus of 350 quintals of wheat from all
his lands! He sells the surplus wheat at
the Raiganj market and has good earnings.

What does Tejpal Singh do with his
earnings? Last year, Tejpal Singh had put
most of the money in his bank account.
Later he used the savings for lending to
farmers like Savita who were in need of a
loan. He also used the savings to arrange
for the working capital for farming in the
next season. This year Tejpal Singh plans
to use his earnings to buy another tractor.
Another tractor would increase his fixed
capital.

Like Tejpal Singh, other large and
medium farmers sell the surplus farm
products. A part of the earnings is saved
and kept for buying capital for the next
season. Thus, they are able to arrange
for the capital for farming from their own
savings. Some farmers might also use the
savings to buy cattle, trucks, or to set up
shops. As we shall see, these constitute
the capital for non-farm activities.

Non-Farm Activities in Palampur

We have learnt about farming as the main
production activity in Palampur. We shall
now take a look at some of the non-farm
production activities. Only 25 per cent
of the people working in Palampur are
engaged in activities other than
agriculture.

1. Dairy — the other common
activity

Dairy is a common activity in many families
of Palampur. People feed their buffalos on
various kinds of grass and the jowar and
bajra that grows during the rainy season.
The milk is sold in Raiganj, the nearby large
village. Two traders from Shahpur town
have set up collection cum chilling centres

at Raiganj from where the milk is
transported to far away towns and cities.
The Story of Village Palampur

/M, further to shopkeepers in the towns and
. p cities.
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Let's Discuss

¢ Let us take three farmers. Each has grown wheat on his field though the
production is different (see Column 2). The consumption of wheat by each
farmer family is the same (Column 3). The whole of surplus wheat this year
is used as capital for next year’s production. Also suppose, production is
twice the capital used in production. Complete the tables.

Farmer 1
Production Consumption Surplus = Capital for the
Production - next year
Consumption
100 40 60 60
120 40
40
Farmer 2
Production Consumption Surplus Capital for the
next year
80 40
40
40
Farmer 3
Production Consumption Surplus Capital for the
next year
60 40
40
40

?
Z & Let’s Discuss

e Compare the production of wheat by the three farmers over the years.
e What happens to Farmer 3 in Year 3? Can he continue production? What
will he have to do to continue production?

) 2. An example of small-scale
a manufacturing in Palampur

At present, less than fifty people are
/™y engaged in manufacturing in Palampur.

Unlike the manufacturing that takes
place in the big factories in the towns
and cities, manufacturing in Palampur
involves very simple production methods

292 The Story of Village Palampur




FoT e bl st LA
G S U Ko St T S ol
Ur i pd B Wl UK e = S e
SANL PIEESIE At U Lt
EST P Sy uéiwu*@u/ul
LI Ll ey P rpdd I\
CLELEEL I8 g s furE st

—e WL biyr U5 ld'_;l,«.;{::;;\.

g Sese T «‘,Z>
Sl JUS e LA K
e Sl ok Fepndi s e 1
.gﬁlnl:‘/d*}c_d)f‘ugﬂ:d”’ A4
Eeulydiag Shobsenin Gy Sl @
s S e d & rd 6L dine
e d P Z_tlg ULTY st Uy 26 JE G
ugLtgz_,?d/»c,@@()uMﬁiu_ugz;_)rg'
s UG g & S ) S i
-f.in)utu:;iﬁJuﬁui,c;f
LA S U s f U1 sy $05 L108
B E g Sl ot e e
SN B e Bl iy et
JUIEG e fi e S Bl Jéru%d/b//
AT Qe e PG o
WY Ey SV S TP

293

e by 21 Gts5 S s
WPl nde 2§ Jus
(WLtﬁwcéf}ﬁ’_‘awd{&f’%Jw/
= U U BT B s Sk
4)“&”::; uiw;/;)dﬂd;“‘.ug;)é}:@_/

N G LIRS SR S
e b Bt AN e S &

3

Jas &7 ﬁﬁ..\__>
Sl ML FU Sy S s e

e e
e SIS Cnp)estfbe s 1 o
LSS e IS A e T o
g/
ISP Eii K 2 SICTY e
e [yt
esbe b3 Jud S At g TGS e
e UL U UsE
/l}()}é/{fﬁg .3
A I el SR EDE Uty
e s SFE s
LARUKIIST g &S st Uik 7
SeepdFoddiup Lustdal £
U I P UL K Gl et Fhegrlocs O
Fb iz o Qe Sess S\
&ﬂ;’/&»{é,@@m@ Lo fl i AL
e LUl YL £ AU
-ujL/cm/'

LU gt L Zbkn

Mwmﬂ '
{\f_'ﬂﬂ-‘,_.;e_a

a
""..

¢

!.‘,fh
o p
N

ey o,

-

[ ]



"\mf s

et €

—

)

k.

N

"wi"

’

F
A\
¥

and are done on a small scale. They are
carried out mostly at home or in the fields
with the help of family labour. Rarely are
labourers hired.

Mishrilal has purchased a
mechanical sugarcane crushing
machine run on electricity and has
set it up on his field. Sugarcane
crushing was earlier done with the
help of bullocks, but people prefer to
do it by machines these days.
Mishrilal also buys sugarcane from
other farmers and processes it into
jaggery. The jaggery is then sold to
traders at Shahpur. In the process,
Mishrilal makes a small profit.

&3

7>
@‘ Let’s Discuss

* What capital did Mishrilal need to set
up his jaggery manufacturing unit?

*  Who provides the labour in this case?

e Can you guess why Mishrilal is unable
to increase his profit?

* Could you think of any reasons when
he might face a loss?

* Why does Mishrilal sell his jaggery to
traders in Shahpur and not in his
village?

3. The shopkeepers of Palampur

People involved in trade (exchange of
goods) are not many in Palampur. The
traders of Palampur are shopkeepers who
buy various goods from wholesale
markets in the cities and sell them in
the village. You will see small general
stores in the village selling a wide range
of items like rice, wheat, sugar, tea, oil,
biscuits, soap, toothpaste, batteries,
candles, notebooks, pen, pencil, even
some cloth. A few of the families whose
houses are close to the bus stand have
used a part of the space to open small
shops. They sell eatables.

-

'
g
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Kareem has opened a computer class
centre in the village. In recent years
a large number of students have been
attending college in Shahpur town.
Kareem found that a number of
students from the village are also
attending computer classes in the
town. There were two women in the
village who had a degree in computer
applications. He decided to employ
them. He bought computers and set
up the classes in the front room of
their house overlooking the market.
High school students have started
attending them in good numbers.

&

?} ’ )
f Let’s Discuss

e In what ways is Kareem’s capital and
labour different from Mishrilal’s?

e Why didn’t someone start a computer
centre earlier? Discuss the possible
reasons.

4. Transport: a fast developing
sector

There are variety of vehicles on the road
connecting Palampur to Raiganj.
Rickshawallahs, tongawallahs, jeep,
tractor, truck drivers and people driving
the traditional bullock cart and bogey are
people in the transport services. They
ferry people and goods from one place to
another, and in return get paid for it. The
number of people involved in transport
has grown over the last several years.

Kishora is a farm labourer. Like other
such labourers, Kishora found it
difficult to meet his family’s needs from
the wages that he received. A few years
back Kishora took a loan from the
bank. This was under a government
programme which was giving cheap
loans to poor landless households.
Kishora bought a buffalo with this
money. He now sells the buffalo’s milk.

The Story of Village Palampur
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Further, he has attached a wooden cart
to his buffalo and uses it to transport
various items. Once a week, he goes to
the river Ganga to bring back clay for
the potter. Or sometimes he goes to
Shahpur with a load of jaggery or other
commodities. Every month he gets some
work in transport. As a result, Kishora
is able to earn more than what he used
to do some years back.

&

Summary

e
@? Let’s Discuss

What is Kishora’s fixed capital?
What do you think would be his
working capital?

In how many production activities is
Kishora involved?

Would you say that Kishora has
benefitted from better roads in
Palampur?

Farming is the main production activity in the village. Over the years there have
been many important changes in the way farming is practiced. These have allowed
the farmers to produce more crops from the same amount of land. This is an
important achievement, since land is fixed and scarce. But in raising production
a great deal of pressure has been put on land and other natural resources.

The new ways of farming need less land, but much more of capital. The medium
and large farmers are able to use their own savings from production to arrange
for capital during the next season. On the other hand, the small farmers who
constitute about 80 per cent of total farmers in India, find it difficult to obtain
capital. Because of the small size of their plots, their production is not enough.
The lack of surplus means that they are unable to obtain capital from their own
savings, and have to borrow. Besides the debt, many of the small farmers have
to do additional work as farm labourers to feed themselves and their families.

Labour being the most abundant factor of production, it would be ideal if
new ways of farming used much more labour. Unfortunately, such a thing has
not happened. The use of labour on farms is limited. The labour, looking for
opportunities is thus migrating to neighbouring villages, towns and cities. Some
labour has entered the non-farm sector in the village.

At present, the non-farm sector in the village is not very large. Out of every
100 workers in the rural areas in India, only 24 are engaged in non-farm activities.
Though there is a variety of non-farm activities in the villages (we have only
seen a few examples), the number of people employed in each is quite small.

In the future, one would like to see more non-farm production activities in the
village. Unlike farming, non-farm activities require little land. People with some
amount of capital can set up non-farm activities. How does one obtain this capital?
One can either use his own savings, but more often has to take a loan. It is
important that loan be available at low rate of interest so that even people without
savings can start some non-farm activity. Another thing which is essential for
expansion of non-farm activities is to have markets where the goods and services
produced can be sold. In Palampur, we saw the neighbouring villages, towns and
cities provide the markets for milk, jaggery, wheat, etc. As more villages get
connected to towns and cities through good roads, transport and telephone, it is
possible that the opportunities for non-farm activities in the village would increase

in the coming years.

A ALY

] “\}\W} T A

)

ANy 1y
LN
“\E

296

The Story of Village Palampur



é_ﬁow,fﬁ'&flb‘éi_/ég:uﬁdb;lba L"lgggj/gu?kﬁrl}uﬁd/?p/g/vguﬁJL/JJ/Z
S bt Oy A et b
Lh o a
,}/J{Ku% b
(U218 e
Sk £ et

(A KU1z st fsre b 1) St T4 9T

/<" 26

(S b
i
IS
o oly
- v
St P e NN b MU e (st A Sl IS K265 Fase
e b TS
U e Pt s S s EL ST
2 b {0t U 450 L
?ujﬂ/up:c,ujilﬂ/c[JZ’JU}AJ]JUL{K&U{
}’/u'-é’/b/ e u.f/»]L ) z_/( K/‘: SN &M,;J/:L u»»]gf/)_éc«&c,u»»/ué LU&’%l
g ?‘gt:f/ud"'?gfufg Se e GBI AL B = 2100 e S s G 2y
0,0
S AL L oS B AL S eyt g S
”éuy}? KLULJ/Lbé/uﬁJj?zug
S e UL St TP LSRN b
¢ Aot BN SN TG P e e U2 S e S Po P51 2 e F s S
,}y}ui/péuﬂVSO:}"}C?"é/g/?u,ﬁ'}‘uy"uuu{/dé)fugﬂ’“é&LLU}C‘/.}J?,L2.116'%’
DR AT I -1

297

N O onoh W



@ Exercises
yaLN

1. Every village in India is surveyed once in ten years during the Census and
some of details are presented in the following format. Fill up the following based
on information on Palampur.

a. LOCATION:
b. TOTAL AREA OF THE VILLAGE:
c. LAND USE (in hectares):

Land not available for cultivation
(Area covering dwellings, roads,
ponds, grazing ground)

Irrigated Unirrigated

26 hectares

d. FACILITIES:
Educational

Medical
Market
Electricity Supply

Communication

Nearest Town

2. Modern farming methods require more inputs which are manufactured in
industry. Do you agree?

3. How did the spread of electricity help farmers in Palampur?

Is it important to increase the area under irrigation? Why?

5. Construct a table on the distribution of land among the 450 families of

Palampur.

Why are the wages for farm labourers in Palampur less than minimum wages?

7. Inyour region, talk to two labourers. Choose either farm labourers or labourers
working at construction sites. What wages do they get? Are they paid in cash
or kind? Do they get work regularly? Are they in debt?

8. What are the different ways of increasing production on the same piece of
land? Use examples to explain.

>

2

9. Describe the work of a farmer with 1 hectare of land.

10. How do the medium and large farmers obtain capital for farming? How is it
different from the small farmers?

11. On what terms did Savita get a loan from Tajpal Singh? Would Savitas condition

) be different if she could get a loan from the bank at a low rate of interest?
% 12. Talk to some old residents in your region and write a short report on the changes
in irrigation and changes in production methods during the last 30 years.
Y& (Optional)
a »
0‘ M r‘ 298 The Story of Village Palampur
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13. What are the non-farm production activities taking place in your region?
Make a short list.

14. What can be done so that more non-farm production activities can be started
in villages?
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Chapter

People as Resource

Overview

The chapter 'People as Resource' is an
effort to explain population as an asset
for the economy rather than a liability.
Population becomes human capital when
there is investment made in the form of
education, training and medical care.
In fact, human capital is the stock of
skill and productive knowledge embodied
in them.

'People as Resource' is a way of
referring to a country’s working people
in terms of their existing productive
skills and abilities. Looking at the
population from this productive aspect
emphasises its ability to contribute to
the creation of the Gross National
Product. Like other resources population
also is a resource — a 'human resource'.
This is the positive side of a large
population that is often overlooked when
we look only at the negative side,
considering only the problems of
providing the population with food,
education and access to health facilities.
When the existing 'human resource' is
further developed by becoming more
educated and healthy, we call it 'human
capital formation' that adds to the
productive power of the country just like
‘physical capital formation'.

Investment in human capital
(through education, training, medical
care) yields a return just like investment
in physical capital. This can be seen
directly in the form of higher incomes
earned because of higher productivity
of the more educated or the better trained
persons, as well as the higher
productivity of healthier people.

302

India’s Green Revolution is a
dramatic example of how the input
of greater knowledge in the form of
improved production technologies can
rapidly increase the productivity of
scarce land resources. India’s IT
revolution is a striking instance of
how the importance of human capital
has come to acquire a higher position
than that of material, plant and
machinery.

Source: Planning Commission, Govt. of India. @

What is
Human Resource ?
Is it like land
or labour ?

People as Resource
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Here is human capital

Picture 2.1

>
@ﬁei’s Discuss

* Looking at the photograph can you
explain how a doctor, teacher, engineer
and a tailor are an asset to the
economy?

Not only do the more educated and the
healthier people gain through higher
incomes, society also gains in other
indirect ways because the advantages of a
more educated or a healthier population
spreads to those also who themselves were
not directly educated or given health care.
In fact, human capital is in one way
superior to other resources like land and
physical capital: human resource can
make use of land and capital. Land and
capital cannot become useful on its own!

For many decades in India, a large
population has been considered a liability
rather than an asset. But a large

304
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population need not be a burden for the
economy. It can be turned into a
productive asset by investment in human
capital (for example, by spending
resources on education and health for all,
training of industrial and agricultural
workers in the use of modern technology,
useful scientific researches and so on).

The two following cases illustrate how
people can try to become a more productive
resource:

Story of Sakal

There were two friends Vilas and
Sakal living in the same village
Semapur. Sakal was a twelve-year-
old boy. His mother Sheela looked
after domestic chores. His father Buta
Chaudhary worked in an agricultural
field. Sakal helped his mother in
domestic chores. He also looked after
his younger brother Jeetu and sister
Seetu. His uncle Shyam had passed
the matriculation examination, but,
was sitting idle in the house as he
had no job. Buta and Sheela were
eager to teach Sakal. They forced him
to join the village school which he
soon joined. He started studying and
completed his higher secondary
examination. His father persuaded
him to continue his studies. He raised
a loan for Sakal to study a vocational
course in computers. Sakal was
meritorious and interested in studies
from the beginning. With great vigour
and enthusiasm he completed his
course. After some time he got a job
in a private firm. He even designed a
new kind of software. This software
helped him increase the sale of the
firm. His boss acknowledged his
services and rewarded him with a
promotion.

o

People as Resource
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Picture 2.2 Stories of Vilas and Sakal

Story of Vilas

Vilas was an eleven-year old boy
residing in the same village as Sakal.
Vilas’s father Mahesh was a
fisherman. His father passed away
when he was only two years old. His
mother Geeta sold fish to earn money
to feed the family. She bought fish
from the landowner’s pond and sold
it in the nearby mandi. She could
earn only Rs 150 a day by selling fish.
Vilas became a patient of arthritis.
His mother could not afford to take
him to the doctor. He could not go to
school either. He was not interested
in studies. He helped his mother in
cooking and also looked after his
younger brother Mohan. After some
time his mother fell sick and there
was no one to look after her. There
was no one in the family to support
them. Vilas, too, was forced to sell
fish in the same village. He like his
mother earned only a meagre

income. @

g

&
d Let’s Diseuss

e Do you notice any difference between
the two friends? What are those?

Activity
Visit a nearby village or a slum area
and write down a case study of a boy
or girl of your age facing the same
condition as Vilas or Sakal. )

In the two case studies we saw Sakal
went to school and Vilas did not go. Sakal
was physically strong and healthy. There
was no need for him to visit the doctor
frequently. Vilas was a patient of
arthritis. He lacked the means to visit
the doctor. Sakal acquired a degree in
computer programming. Sakal found a
job in a private firm while Vilas
continued with the same work as his
mother. He earned a meagre income like
his mother to support a family.

In the case of Sakal, several years of
education added to the quality of labour.
This enhanced his total productivity.
Total productivity adds to the growth of
the economy. This in turn pays an
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individual through salary or in some other
form of his choice. In case of Vilas, there
could not be any education or health care
in the early part of his life. He spends
his life selling fish like his mother.
Henceforth, he draws the same salary of
unskilled labourer as his mother.

Investment in human resource (via
education and medical care) can give high
rates of return in future. This investment
on people is the same as investment in
land and capital.

A child, too, with investments made
on her education and health, can yield
a high return in future in the form of
higher earnings and  greater
contribution to the society. Educated
parents are found to invest more heavily
on the education of their child. This is
because they have realised the
importance of education for themselves.
They are also conscious of proper
nutrition and hygiene. They accordingly
look after their children’s needs for
education at school and good health. A
virtuous cycle is, thus, created in this
case. In contrast, a vicious cycle may
be created by disadvantaged parents,
who themselves uneducated and lacking
in hygiene, keep their children in a
similarly disadvantaged state.

Countries, like Japan, have invested
in human resource. They did not have any
natural resource. These countries are
developed/rich. They import the natural
resource needed in their country. How did
they become rich/developed? They have
invested on people, especially in the field
of education and health. These people
have made efficient use of other resources,
like land and capital. Efficiency and the
technology evolved by people have made
these countries rich/developed.

308

N

Economic Activities by Men and Women

Like Vilas and Sakal, people have been
engaged in various activities. We saw that
Vilas sold fish and Sakal got a job in the
firm. The various activities have been
classified into three main sectors i.e.,
primary, secondary and tertiary. Primary
sector includes agriculture, forestry,
animal husbandry, fishing, poultry
farming, mining and quarrying.
Manufacturing is included in the
secondary sector. Trade, transport,
communication, banking, education,
health, tourism, services, insurance, etc.
are included in the tertiary sector. The
activities in this sector result in the
production of goods and services. These
activities add value to the national
income. These activities are called
economic activities. Economic activities
have two parts — market activities and
non-market activities. Market activities
involve remuneration to anyone who
performs i.e., activity performed for pay
or profit. These include production of goods
or services, including government service.
Non-market activities are the production
for self-consumption. These can be

Picture 2.3 Based on the picture can you classify
these activities into three sectors?

People as Resource
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consumption and processing of primary
product and own account production of
fixed assets.

Activity
Visit a village or colony located near
to your residential area and note
down the various activities
undertaken by the people of that
village or colony.

If this is not possible, ask your
neighbour what is their profession?
In which of the three sectors will you
categorise their work?

Say whether these activities are
economic or non-economic activities:

Vilas sells fish in the village market.
Vilas cooks food for his family.

Sakal works in the private firm.

Sakal looks after his younger brother
and sister. 2\

Due to historical and cultural reasons
there is a division of labour between men
and women in the family. Women
generally look after domestic chores and
men work in the fields. Sakal’s mother
Sheela cooks food, cleans utensils, washes
clothes, cleans the house and looks after
her children. Sakal’s father Buta
cultivates the field, sells the produce in
the market and earns money for the family.

Sheela is not paid for the services
delivered for upbringing of the family.
Buta earns money, which he spends on
rearing his family. Women are not paid
for their service delivered in the family.
The household work done by women is
not recognised in the National Income.

Geeta, mother of Vilas, earned an
income by selling fish. Thus women are
paid for their work when they enter the
labour market. Their earning like that of
their male counterpart is determined on

» the basis of education and skill.
¥ 310
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Education helps individual to make better
use of the economic opportunities
available before him. Education and skill
are the major determinants of the earning
of any individual in the market. A majority
of women have meagre education and low
skill formation. Women are paid low
compared to men. Most women work
where job security is not there. Various
activities relating to legal protection is
meagre. Employment in this sector is
characterised by irregular and low
income. In this sector there is an absence
of basic facilities like maternity leave,
childcare and other social security
systems. However, women with high
education and skill formation are paid at
par with the men. Among the organised
sector, teaching and medicine attract
them the most. Some women have entered
administrative and other services
including job, that need high levels of
scientific and technological competence.
Ask your sister or your classmate what
she would like to take up as a career?

Quality oi Population

The quality of population depends upon
the literacy rate, health of a person
indicated by life expectancy and skill
formation acquired by the people of the
country. The quality of the poulation
ultimately decides the growth rate of the
country. Literate and healthy population
are an asset.

Education

Sakals education in the initial years of
his life bore him the fruits in the later
years in terms of a good job and salary.
We saw education was an important input
for the growth of Sakal. It opened new
horizon for him, provided new aspiration
and developed values of life. Not only for
Sakal, education contributes towards the
growth of society also. It enhances the

People as Resource
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national income, cultural richness and
increases the efficiency of governance.
There is a provision made for providing
universal access, retention and quality in

...human being is a positive asset and
a precious national resource which
needs to be cherished, nurtured and
developed with tenderness and care,
coupled with dynamism. Each
individual’s growth presents a
different range of problems and
requirements. ... The catalytic action
of education in this complex and
dynamic growth process needs to be
planned meticulously and executed
with great sensitivity.

Source: National Education Policy, 1986.

Graph 2.1: Trends in Literacy Rates In Post-Independent India

90

80

70

60

8
4&; M Persons
- m Male
&
F E W Female
3 g
5
1951 1961 1971 1981 1991 2001 2011 2017
: Year
Source: Census of India, Office of Registrar General, India
(mospi.gov.in)
elementary education with a special S
emphasis on girls. There is also an @ Let’s Discuss
establishment of pace setting of schools Study the graph and answer the following
like Navodaya Vidyalaya in each district.  guestions:

]
™

a »
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Vocational streams have been developed
to equip large number of high school
students with occupations related to
knowledge and skills. The plan outlay on
education has increased from Rs 151 crore
in the first plan to Rs 99,300 crore in
2020-21. The expenditure on education as
a percentage of GDP rose from 0.64% in
1951-52 to 3.1% in 2019-20 (B.E.) and
has remained stagnant around 3% from
past few years. The Budgetary Estimate

312

1. Has the literacy rates of the population
increased since 19517
In which year India has the highest
literacy rates?
Why literacy rate is high among the
males of India?
Why are women less educated than men?
How would you calculate literacy rate
in India?
What is your projection about India’s
literacy rate in 20257

People as Resource
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2014-15 40,760 711 265.80.437 12.61.350
2015-16 41.435 793 284.84.741 14.38.000
2016-17 42 338 795 294.27.158" 14.70,190%
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Activity
Count the number of boys and girls

studying in your school or in your
neighbouring co-ed school.

Ask the school administrator to
provide you with the data of boys and
girls studying in the classroom.
Study the difference if any and
explain for reasons in the classroom.=é=

as stated in the Budget Documents of
Union State Governments, Reserve Bank
of India, the expenditure on education as
a percentage of GDP has declined to 2.8%
in 2020-21 (B.E.) The literacy rates have
increased from 18% in 1951 to 85% in
2018. Literacy is not only a right, it is also
needed if the citizens are to perform their
duties and enjoy their rights properly.
However, a vast difference is noticed across
different sections of the population.
Literacy among males is nearly 16.1%
higher than females and it is about 14.2%
higher in urban areas as compared to rural
areas. As per 2011 census, literacy rates
varied from 94% in Kerala to 62% in Bihar.
The primary school system (I-V) has
expanded to over 7,78,842 lakh in
2019-20. Unfortunately, this huge

expansion of schools has been diluted by
the poor quality of schooling and high
dropout rates. “Sarva Siksha Abhiyan is a
significant step towards providing
elementary education to all children in
the age group of 6-14 years by 2010... Itis
a time-bound initiative of the Central
government, in partnership with the
States, the local government and the
community for achieving the goal of
universalisation of elementary education.”
Along with it, bridge courses and back-
to-school camps have been initiated to
increase the enrolment in elementary
education. Mid-day meal scheme has been
implemented to encourage attendance and
retention of children and improve their
nutritional status. These policies could
add to the literate population of India.
The Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) in
higher education in the age group of 18
to 23 years is 27% in 2019-20, which
would be broadly in line with world
average. The strategy focuses on
increasing access, quality, adoption of
state-specific curriculum modification,
vocationalisation and networking on the
use of information technology. There is
also focuse on distance education,
convergence of formal, non-formal,
distance and IT education institutions.

Table 2.1: Number of Institutions of Higher Education, Enrolment and Faculty

Year er of Number of Students Teachers in Universities
Colleges Universities & Colleges
1950-51 750 30 2,63,000 24,000
1990-91 7,346 177 49,25,000 2,72,000
1998-99 11,089 238 74,17,000 3,42,000
2010-11 33,023 523 186,70,050 8,16,966
2012-13 37,204 628 223,02,938 9,25,396
2014-15 40,760 711 265,85,437 12,61,350
2015-16 41,435 753 284,84,741 14,38,000
2016-17 42,338 795 294,27,158* 14,70,190*
2017-18 41,012 851 366,42,378 12,84,957
2018-19 39,931 993 37,399,388 14,16,299
2019-20 44,374 1,236 38,275,207 12,07,204
' 2020 -21 46,007 1,074(as on 2023)[ 39,434,256* 1,482,890
'ﬁ Source: UGC Annual Report 2019-20 and Selected Educational Statistics, Ministry of HRD.
= www.ugc.ac.in_Annual Report.2021-22.pdf
3 1! * = Provisional Data from All India Survey on Higher Education, 2017-18, 2018-19.
» * Enrolment estimated simple average increase during the last five year.
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Over the past 60 years, there has been a
significant growth in the number of
university and institutions of higher
learning in specialised areas. Let us read
the table to see the increase in the
number of college, universities, enrolment
of students and recruitment of teachers
from 1951 to 2019-20.

>
@‘ Let’s Discuss

Discuss this table in the classroom and
answer the following questions.

1. Is the increase in the number of
colleges adequate to admit the
increasing number of students?

2. Do you think we should have more
number of universities?

3. What is the increase noticed among
the teachers in the year 2015-16.

4. What is your idea about future colleges
and universities?

Health

Firm maximise profit: Do you think any
firm would be induced to employ people
who might not work efficiently as healthy
workers because of ill health?

The health of a person helps him to
realise his/her potential and the ability
to fight illness. He/She will not be able

Picture 2.5 Children standing in queue for
health check-up

to maximise his/her output to the overall
growth of the organisation. Indeed; health
is an indispensable basis for realising one’s
well-being. Henceforth, improvement in
the health status of the population has
been the priority of the country. Our
national policy, too, aims at improving the
accessibility of healthcare, family welfare
and nutritional service with a special
focus on the underprivileged segment of
the population. Over the last five decades,
India has built a vast healt infrastructure
and has also developed the manpower
required at primary, secondary and
tertiary sector in government, as well as,
in the private sector.

These measures, which have been
adopted, have increased the life
expectancy to over 69.4 years in 2016.
*Infant mortality rate (IMR) has come
down from 147 in 1951 to 36 in 2020.
**Crude birth rates have dropped to
20.0 (2018) and ***death rates to 6.2
(2018) within the same duration of
time. Increase in life expectancy and
improvement in childcare are useful
in assessing the future progress of the
country. Increase in longevity of life is
an indicator of good quality of life
marked by self-confidence. Reduction
in infant mortality involves the
protection of children from infection,
ensuring the nutrition of both the@
mother and the child, and childcare.:
Source: National Health Profile, 2021, 2022
Human Development Report, UNDP mohfw.
gov.in (office of Registrar General & Census

Commission, India MoHA (accessed on
29.09.2021, 6.02.2024)

g
@? Let’s Discuss

Study Table 2.2 and answer the following
questions.

1. What is the percentage increase in
dispensaries from 1951 to 2020?

2. What is the percentage increase in
doctors and nursing personnel from
1951 to 20207

* Infant mortality rate is the death of a child below one year of age.
**  Birth rates is the number of babies born for every 1,000 people during a particular period of time.

LAY

)

D

***  Death rate is the number of people per 1,000 who die during a particular period of time.
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Source: National Health Policy, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2020, Central Bureau of Health Intelligence, Ministry of Health

and Family Welfare.
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Table 2.2: Health infrastructure over the yvears

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2021
I I SC/PHC/CHC 182,709| 184,359 | 185,933 | 187,505| 189,784 1,78,548 1,94,349
%4 Dispensaries 29,715| 29,957 30,044 31,641 31,733 31,986 36,068
.+ and Hospitals {under Ayush |{under Ayush
Management) |Management)
:.!p]t{i' Beds {Govt.) 675,779| 754,724 | 6,34,879 | 710,761 713,986 818,396 849,206
Doctor Registered| 41,070| 43,929 48,076 48,747| 56,417 63,809 -
&3\ with the State
47 Medical Council
of India
Nursing 2,621,981|2,639,229 |2,778,248 | 2,878,182|2 966,375 1,201,393 3,614,373
Personnel (2020)
(ANM+RN&
RM+LHV)

Abbreviation(s): SC: Sub centre, PHC: Primary Health Centre, CHC: Community Health Centre. ANM: Auxiliary
Nurse Hydrides, RN&RM: Registered Nurses & Registered Midwives, LHV: Lady Health Visitors.
Source: National Health Policy, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2020, Central Bureau of Health Intelligence, Ministry of

Health and Family Welfare.

3. Do you think the increase in the
number of doctors and nurses is
adequate for India? If not, why?

4. What other facilities would you like
to provide in a hospital?

5. Discuss about the hospital you have
visited?

6. Canyou draw a graph using this table.

There are many places in India which
do not have even these basic facilities.
There are only 542 medical colleges in the
country and 313 dental colleges. Just four
states, like Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka,
Maharastra and Tamil Nadu have the
maximum number of medical colleges.

Activity
Visit a nearby hospital, either
government or private and note down
the following details.

How many beds are there in the
hospital you have visited?

How many doctors are there in the
hospital?

How many nurses work in that
hospital?

Besides, try to gather the following
additional information:

How many hospitals are there in your
locality?

How many dispensaries are there in

our locality?
y ty ‘ 4

Unemployment

Sakal’s mother Sheela looked after the
domestic chores, children and helped her
husband Buta in the field. Sakal’s
brother, Jeetu, and sister, Seetu, spend
their time playing and roaming. Can you
call Sheela or Jeetu or Seetu
unemployed? If not, why?
Unemployment is said to exist when
people who are willing to work at the going
wages cannot find jobs. Sheela is not
interested in working outside her
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domestic domain. Jeetu and Seetu are too
small to be counted in the work force
population. Neither Jeetu, Seetu or Sheela
can be counted as unemployed. The
workforce population includes people
from 15 years to 59 years. Sakals brother
and sister do not fall within this age group
so they cannot be called unemployed.
Sakal's mother Sheela works for the
family. She is not willing to work outside
her domestic domain for payment. She
too cannot be called unemployed. Sakals
grandparents (although not mentioned in
the story) cannot be called unemployed.

In case of India we have unemployment
in rural and urban areas. However, the
nature of unemployment differs in rural
and urban areas. In case of rural areas,
there is seasonal and disguised
unemployment. Urban areas have
mostly educated unemployment.

Seasonal unemployment happens
when people are not able to find jobs
during some months of the year. People
dependant upon agriculture usually face
such kind of problem. There are certain
busy seasons when sowing, harvesting,
weeding and threshing is done. Certain
months do not provide much work to the
people dependant on agriculture.

In case of disguised unemployment
people appear to be employed. They have
agricultural plot where they find work.
This usually happens among family
members engaged in agricultural activity.
The work requires the service of five
people but engages eight people. Three
people are extra. These three people also
work in the same plot as the others. The
contribution made by the three extra
people does not add to the contribution
made by the five people. If three people
are removed the productivity of the field
will not decline. The field requires the
service of five people and the three extra
people are disguised unemployed.

In case of urban areas educated
unemployment has become a common

320

phenomenon. Many youth with
matriculation, graduation and post
graduation degrees are not able to find
job. A study showed that unemployment
of graduate and post-graduate has
increased faster than  among
matriculates. A paradoxical manpower
situation is witnessed as surplus of
manpower in certain categories coexist
with shortage of manpower in others.
There is unemployment among
technically qualified person on one hand,
while there is a dearth of technical skills
required for economic growth.

Unemployment leads to wastage of
manpower resource. People who are an
asset for the economy turn into a liability.
There is a feeling of hopelessness and
despair among the youth. People do not
have enough money to support their
family. Inability of educated people who
are willing to work to find gainful
employment implies a great social waste.

Unemployment tends to increase
economic overload. The dependence of the
unemployed on the working population
increases. The quality of life of an
individual as well as of society is
adversely affected. When a family has to
live on a bare subsistence level there is a
general decline in its health status and
rising withdrawal from the school system.

Hence, unemployment has detrimental
impact on the overall growth of an
economy. Increase in unemployment is an
indicator of a depressed economy. It also
wastes the resource, which could have
been gainfully employed. If people cannot
be used as a resource they naturally
appear as a liability to the economy.

In case of India, statistically, the
unemployment rate is low. A large
number of people represented with low
income and productivity are counted as
employed. They appear to work
throughout the year but in terms of their
potential and income, it is not adequate
for them. The work that they are pursuing

People as Resource
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seems forced upon them. They may
therefore want other work of their choice.
Poor people cannot afford to sit idle. They
tend to engage in any activity irrespective
of its earning potential. Their earning
keeps them on a bare subsistence level.

Picture 2.6 Can you remember how much did
you pay when you asked him to
mend your shoes or slippers?

Moreover, the employment structure
is characterised by self-employment in the
primary sector. The whole family
contributes in the field even though not
everybody is really needed. So there is
disguised unemployment in the
agriculture sector. But the entire family
shares what has been produced. This
concept of sharing of work in the field and
the produce raised reduces the hardship
of unemployment in the rural sector. But
this does not reduce the poverty of the
family, gradually surplus labour from
every household tends to migrate from the
village in search of jobs.

Let us discuss about the employment
scenario in the three sectors mentioned
earlier. Agriculture, is the most labour
absorbing sector of the economy. In recent
years, there has been a decline in the
dependence of population on agriculture
partly because of disguised unemployment
discussed earlier. Some of the surplus
labour in agriculture has moved to either
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the secondary or the tertiary sector. In
the secondary sector, small scale
manufacturing is the most labour-
absorbing. In case of the tertiary sector,
various new services are now appearing
like biotechnology, information technology
and so on.

Let us read a story to know how people
could become an asset for the economy of
a village.

Story of a Village

There was a village inhabited by
several families. Each family
produced enough to feed its
members. Each family met its needs
by the members making their own
clothes and teaching their own
children. One of the families decided
to send one of its sons to an
agriculture college. The boy got his
admission in the nearby college of
agriculture. After some time he
became qualified in agro-engineering
and came back to the village. He
proved to be so creative that he could
design an improved type of plough,
which increased the yield of wheat.
Thus a new job of agro-engineer was
created and filled in the village. The
family in the village sold the surplus
in a nearby neighbouring village.
They earned good profit, which they
shared among themselves. Inspired
by this success all the families
after some time held a meeting in
the village. They all wanted to have
a better future for their children too.
They requested the panchayat to
open a school in the village. They
assured the panchayat that they
would all send their children to
school. The panchayat, with the help
of government, opened a school. A
teacher was recruited from a nearby
town. All the children of this village
started going to school. After
sometime one of the families
gave training to his daughter in

People as Resource
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tailoring. She started stitching
clothes for all the families of the
village for everyone now wanted to
buy and wear well-tailored clothes.
Thus another new job, that of a tailor
was created. This had another
positive effect. The time of the
farmers in going far for buying clothes
was saved. As the farmers spent
more time in the field, the yield of
the farms went up. This was the
beginning of prosperity. The farmers
had more than what they could

?Summary

consume. Now they could sell what
they produced to others who came to
their village markets. Over time, this
village, which formally had no job
opportunities in the beginning, had
many like teacher, tailor, agro-
engineer and many more. This was
the story of a simple village where
the rising level of human capital
enabled it to evolve into a place rich
with complex and modern economic
activities.

You have seen how inputs like education and health helped in making people an
asset for the economy. The chapter also discusses about the economic activities
undertaken in the three sectors of the economy. We also study about the problem
associated with unemployment. Finally the chapter ends with the story of a village
which formally had no job but later had plenty.

@ Exercises
yALS

1. What do you understand by 'people as a resource'?
2. How is human resource different from other resources like land and physical

capital?

2B

sector and tertiary sector?

© ® N

10.
unemployment?

What is the role of education in human capital formation?

What is the role of health in human capital formation?

What part does health play in the individual’s working life?

What are the various activities undertaken in the primary sector, secondary

What is the difference between economic activities and non-economic activities?
Why are women employed in low paid work?

. How will you explain the term unemployment?

What is the difference between disguised unemployment and seasonal

11. Why is educated unemployed, a peculiar problem of India?

12.
opportunity?
13.
[ of the educated unemployed?
% 14.
later came up with many?
) 15
A > and human capital? Why?
mmﬁg"-; 324
)
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In which field do you think India can build the maximum employment
Can you suggest some measures in the education system to mitigate the problem
Can you imagine some village which initially had no job opportunities but

. Which capital would you consider the best — land, labour, physical capital

People as Resource



oIy %

Gary, S. Becker. 1966. Human Capital: A Theoretical and Empirical Analysis with
Special Reference to Education, General Series. Number 80. New York.
National Bureau of Economic Research.

Theodore, W. Schultz. 'Investment in Human Capital'. American Economic
Review. March 1961.

Economic Survey 2015-2016. Ministry of Finance, Government of India, New
Delhi.

India Vision 2020. The Report. Planning Commission. Government of India, New
Delhi.

Mid-Term Appraisal of the Tenth Five Year Plan (2002-2007). Planning
Commission, Part II. New Delhi.

Tenth Five Year Plan ( 2002-2007). Planning Commission, New Delhi.
Twelth Five Year Plan ( 2012-2017). Planning Commission, New Delhi.
NCERT. 2016. Trilingual Dictionary of Economics, p. 62.

oIy %

DEev. S. MaHENDRA. Kannan, K.P anp Ramcranpran, Neera (Eds.). 2003. Towards a Food
Secure India: Issues and Policies. Institute for Human Development. New Delhi.

SaGAR. ViDva. 2004. Food Securily in India’, Paper presented in ADRF-IFRI Final
Meeting on Food Security in India. September 10-11. New Delhi.

Saxena. N.C. 2004. 'Synergising Government Efforts for Food Security in
Swaminathan. M.S. and Medrano. Pedro (Eds.). Towards Hunger Free India.
East-West Books. Chennai.

Saxena. N.C. 2004. 'Reorganising Policies and Delivery for Alleviating Hunger and
Malnutrition’ Paper presented at National Food Security Summit. New Delhi.

Sen. A.K. 1983. "Poverty and Famines: An Essay on Entitlement and Deprivation'.
Oxford University Press.

SuarmA, RegHA AnD MeenagsHL, J.V. 2004. "Micronutrient Deficiencies in Rural Diets,

Towards Hunger Free India: From Vision to Action. Proceedings of Consultation
on Towards Hunger-free India: Count Down from 2007". New Delhi.

FAO 1996. World Food Summit 1995. Food and Agricultural Organisation. Rome.

Government of India. Economic Survey. 2002-03. 2003-04. 2004-05. Ministry of
Finance. New Delhi.

IIPS 2000. National Health and Family Survey— 2. International Institute of Population
Sciences. Mumbai.

UN 1975. Report of the World Food Conference 1975. (Rome), United Nations, New
York.

Food Corporation of India: (fci.govin /stocks.php?view=18)

f
#ﬂ
B

325 Ao Bgun i‘l o . {ﬂ

L7

& L
YW Y i

[ ]



	index
	1-15
	16-35
	36-54
	55-105
	106-154
	155-191
	192-223
	224-268
	269-301
	302-327
	9_SOCIAL_SEM1.pdf
	Page 27
	title back.pdf
	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Back Page.pdf
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Title back page.pdf
	Page 1
	8th biology Sem 1 title.pdf
	Page 3


	Title back page.pdf
	Page 1
	8th biology Sem 1 title.pdf
	Page 3



	Back Page.pdf
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Title back page.pdf
	Page 1
	8th biology Sem 1 title.pdf
	Page 3


	Title back page.pdf
	Page 1
	8th biology Sem 1 title.pdf
	Page 3



	Back Page.pdf
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Title back page.pdf
	Page 1
	8th biology Sem 1 title.pdf
	Page 3


	Title back page.pdf
	Page 1
	8th biology Sem 1 title.pdf
	Page 3






