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Unit 1
WIT AND WISDOM
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Ashtadiggajas

insurmountable:
undefeatable

trivial:
unimportant

forlorn: lonely

renowned:
well
known

illustrious:
respected
and
famous
patron:
supporter

eminent:
famous Amuktamalyada

Jambavati Parinayam, 
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distraught:
upset

vague: unclear

strategy: plan
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profusely:
in large amounts

bustling: busy

intricately: in  a
detailed manner

exquisite: fine
and attractive

ornate:
decorative
gnawed: (here)
bothered
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“... The king thought I was disrespecting his poem and stormed
off. Since then, he has not spoken to me. If I had known this
would happen I would have chosen another day. Help me,
please, Rama. Only you can help the king understand.”
Rama nodded thoughtfully. “If you like, I will try my best to
resolve this matter, Your Highness. But this needs a well-
planned approach and I may  need time to find the right
strategy.”
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 That evening, the king approached the queen with a softened expression.
“Thirumalambal”, he began, his voice gentle, “I have been foolish. I
see now that I overreacted. I let my pride blind me. I’m so sorry.”
The queen, who had longed for this moment, smiled and replied, “If
you like, we can leave this quarrel behind us. I would very much like to
listen to your poem.”
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(Transcript for teacher
on page 290).
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 Are you coming home?

When will you come home?
AP
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Can ‘Wh-questions
be used as

affirmatives too?
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My next-door neighbour, Mrs. Jones,
has got a garden full of stones:
A crazy path, a lily pond,
a rockery and, just beyond
A sundial with a strange device,
which Mrs. Jones thinks rather nice.
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(Transcript for teacher on page 291)
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• I’m sorry about… • That’s alright.

• I’m really sorry… • It’s no big deal.

• Please forgive me for… • No problem.

• Sorry, I didn’t mean to… • These things happen.

• I accept your apology.
Please ensure you…

• I appreciate you saying this,
 but…

• I’m glad you realised your
mistake…
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(Four young men—Ram Datt, Shiv Datt, Har Datt, and
Dev Datt—are walking along a dusty road leading to
Ujjain. They appear travel-worn but resolute, their eyes
fixed on the city that looms ahead. The sun is high, and
the distant noise of the bustling city faintly reaches them.)

Characters
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(Wiping his brow) 

(Pausing thoughtfully) 

(As they walk, Ram Datt notices something on the
 ground.)
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(Studying the tracks) 

(The four men continue walking, occasionally
stopping to examine the camel’s tracks. They
scrutinise every detail, exchanging glances but
saying little.)

(Smiling) 

(Peering ahead) 

(The Merchant, panting and distressed, reaches the
group. He pauses to catch his breath, then
addresses them anxiously.)
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(Breathlessly) 

(Surprised) 

(Astonished) 

(Taken aback) 
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(Indignant)

(They follow the Merchant towards the city gates. As
they arrive at the palace, the Merchant speaks urgently
to a Sentry. The Sentry leads the Merchant inside.)
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(To the Merchant) 

(Turning to Ram Datt) 

(The King of Ujjain sits upon his throne, surrounded by
courtiers. The grand hall is adorned with rich draperies,
tall columns, and a golden canopy. The King, regal in
his bearing, watches intently as the Merchant and the
Sentry bow before him.)

(Commanding) 

(The Sentry bows and exits, returning shortly with the
four young men. They bow respectfully before the King,
maintaining calm despite the accusations against
them.)
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(Nodding thoughtfully) 
(To Shiv Datt) 

(Smiling) 
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(Impressed) 
(Turning to Dev Datt)

(Marvelling) 

(Turning to the Merchant) 

(The Merchant, chastened and embarrassed, bows
deeply and exits, his face red with shame.)
(To the four men) 

(Stepping forward) 
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Ten days are but a short span in the grand scheme of things.
We may still have many more roads to wander before we
 find employment befitting all four of us.
If only we could secure an audience with the King of Ujjain.
I am confident he would recognise our talents and appoint
us to his service.
 I share your belief.
  Indeed, we ought to be united in this hope. That is why we press
on towards Ujjain.
  (Pausing thoughtfully) Gaining an audience with the King is

no simple task. We need to devise a strategy.

‘That’s why we press on towards Ujjain’
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(To the four men) You have demonstrated remarkable
intelligence and the ability to see beyond the obvious. Such
minds are rare and highly valued in my court. I extend to
you the honour of becoming my advisers. Your counsel shall
guide my decisions, and your wisdom shall be a beacon
for my kingdom. What do you say to my offer?

(Stepping forward) Your Highness, it is an honour we
 had not dared to dream of.

‘See beyond the obvious’ 

‘an honour we had not
dared to dream of’ 
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(Transcript for teacher on page 292)
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kutcha

Sarpanch, Gram Panchayat 
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      Vikramaditya and Betal Tenali Rama
      Gopal the Jester Panchatantra TalesAPya and Betaland Betal

esterr
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TRANSCRIPTS

tila-
kashta-mahisha-bandhana

til kashta tilakashta 

mahisha bandhana 
tila-kashta-mahisha-bandhana.

(refer to page 255)
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(refer to page 267)
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Let us listen (refer to page 286)
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Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav

Mera desh, mera desh re
Mera desh hua re roshan,

le qurban kiya tujh hee pe ye tan man...
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“I shall not withdraw
an inch but will fight
to the last man and

the last round”
Major Somnath Sharma, PVC

AP SCERT





Mahabharata, 
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CITATION
CITATION IN RESPECT OF IC-521 MAJOR SOM  TH SHARM

MINISTRY OF
DEFENCE
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Vande Mataram, vande matara
Sujalam suphalam malayaja shitalam,

Shasya shyamalam Cataram!
Vande Mataram, vande mataram

vande mataram…
Jai Hind
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2. Born on 31 January 1923, in the picturesque town of Dadh in Kangra,
Himachal Pradesh, Somnath Sharma belonged to a family with a rich
military legacy. His father, Major General Amar Nath Sharma, had served
the nation with distinction, and young Somnath was deeply inspired by the
valorous tales of the Mahabharata, imparted to him by his grandfather.

Despite heavy casualties and his own injuries, Major Somnath
Sharma displayed unparalleled bravery. He moved fearlessly through
the battlefield, directing fire, filling magazines for his gunners, and
encouraging his men to hold their ground.
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1. ‘Major Somnath’s legacy of courage and devotion to the nation remains
forever alive, forever alive…’ 
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Most importantly,
his story is a reminder of the sacrifices made by countless men and women in
defence of the motherland.
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(Transcript for teacher on page 346)

Vajra 
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Find out more about gallantry awards.
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 POORVI SOMEBODY’S MOTHER
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The woman was old and ragged and grey
And bent with the chill of the Winter’s day.

a ragged jacket

a ragged coastline

I could hear the sound of his ragged breathing.
Their performance was still very ragged.

(Informal) 
The elderly man was ragged after climbing the stairs.
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Somebody’s mother 

The woman was old and ragged and grey
And bent with the chill of the Winter’s day.
The street was wet with a recent snow
And the woman’s feet were aged and slow.

CERT



 He guided the trembling feet along,
Proud that his own were firm and strong.

 Then back again to his friends he went,
 His young heart happy and well content.

AP ain t
g heart happheart h SCERT

bling feet alongbling feet alon
wn were firm anwere firm an

his friends frien



AP SCERT



APAPAP 
APAPA

SCCSCE
SCCE
SCCECCECERREREERTTRTRT

ERECEEC
RTTTRTRT

CCEERRT

SCE



Lest the carriage wheels or the horses’ feet
Should crowd her down in the slippery street.

She showed all the documents lest we doubt
her’
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(Transcript
for teacher on page 347)
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Prthvi-Sûkta 
Atharva Veda, 
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VERGHESE KURIEN — I TOO HAD A DREAM
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 In today’s fast-paced world we have become so addicted to instant
communication that we prefer to use a telephone. But speaking on the

telephone only gives us an immediate but fleeting joy.
Writing is different. Writing—even if it is a letter—not
only conveys our present concerns and views of the events
taking place around us but it becomes a possession that
can be treasured and re-read over the years, with great,
abiding pleasure.
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Your grandmother too made an important choice. She knew, in those early
days, life in Anand could not offer even the simple comforts that we take for granted
today. However, she ardently supported my choice to live and work in Anand. That
choice of your grandmother to stand by me has given me an everlasting strength,
always ensuring that I shouldered my responsibilities with poise.
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samosas, pakoras, jalebis

AP SCSCECERT



AP SCERT
CERT



AP SCERT



(Transcript for teacher on page 348)
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Let us listen (refer to page 311)

Vajra

Vajra
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Let us listen (refer to page 326)

Times of India

Source:
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Let us listen (refer to page 341)
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Unit 3
MYSTERY AND MAGIC
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Encyclopedia Brown is a young boy who lives in Idaville, USA.
His father is the Chief of Police. In spite of being so young he
often helps his father solve mysteries that even the police find
difficult to solve. Their discussions are generally held at the dining
table. Read this story to find out how the boy wonder solves a
case that has been troubling his father…
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Nom Utes Sweden Hurts.

Nom Utes Sweden Hurts
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Nom is a shortening of nominative

Utes Sweden Hurts
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Encyclopedia; Brown mystery series

(ADAPTED)
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Chief Brown would have liked to tell everyone about his only child. But who
would believe him? Who would believe that the best detective alive was an eighth
grader? So, he said nothing.
Encyclopedia never spoke of the help he gave his father. He didn’t want to seem
different from other boys. But there was nothing he could do about his nickname.
He was stuck with it.
Only his parents and teachers called him by his real name, Leroy. Everyone else
called him Encyclopedia.
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Chief Brown studied the four words: Nom Utes Sweden
Hurts. He shook his head and passed the notebook
to Mrs. Brown again. “Can you figure it out?”
“Nom is a shortening of nominative, a grammatical
term,” stated Mrs. Brown, who had taught English and
other subjects in high school. “Utes is an American
Indian tribe. Sweden is a country in northern Europe.
Hurts is hurts.”
She lifted her gaze to Encyclopedia and shook her head.
“I can’t figure it out,” she confessed.
“Davenport disappeared right after the hold-up,” Encyclopedia
reminded her.
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Pronoun Changes (Subject-Perspective Shift)
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(Transcript for teacher on page 402)
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THE MAGIC BRUSH OF DREAMS
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But on a stone there sits a man,
A brush is in his hand.
He looks around. He calls to Gopi. “
Come here!” he whispers. “Hush!
We mustn’t let the village know
About this magic brush.”
He slips the brush into her hand
And tells her to be sure,
“Paint not for the wealthy ones,
But only for the poor.”
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And soon the news spreads far and wide,
Through forests, fields, and plains,
Until the Zamindar himself
Hears of these magic gains.

“I order you to paint for me,
A fortress tall and grand.
Paint treasures, jewels, and riches rare,
Enough to rule this land.”

‘through forests, fields, and
plains’ 

‘magic gains’
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 POORVI SPECTACULAR WONDERS
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2.THE LIVING ROOT BRIDGES, MEGHALAYA

Nature’s Power
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4. MAGNETIC HILLS IN LEH DISTRICT, LADAKH
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sundari 
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 India is home to some of the most mystifying natural phenomena that
surprise and spark our imagination.
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I denti f y w hether the fol low ing statement is

Have you seen things disappearing in front of your eyes? Well, such things
happen at times, when we keep things at some place, and just forget where
we have kept them. But, what if there’s a sea that disappears?
This happens in Odisha. It is a beach in the Balasore district where one can
witness the sea disappearing mysteriously—the Chandipur Beach which is
known for its unique feature of playing hide-and-seek with its visitors.
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(Transcript for teacher
on page 404)
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A priceless painting has gone missing from the school art room. The only people
seen near the room were: the janitor, the art teacher, a student named Ravi, and the
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librarian. A torn glove, a muddy footprint, and a half-eaten sandwich were found
near the scene.
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Let us listen (refer to page 366)
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Let us listen (refer to page 381)
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Let us listen (refer to page 397)
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Unit 1 - The Wit That Won Hearts

A Concrete Example (Poem)

Wisdom Paves the WayAPAPAPAPPPAP
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Unit 2 - A Tale of Valour

ÈvælY/Bri/

Somebody’s Mother
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Unit 3 - MYSTERY AND MAGIC
THE CASE OF THE FIFTH WORD

SPECTACULAR (Poem)

THE MAGIC BRUSH OF DREAMS (Poem)

/fjYr/Bri
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