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Arid

A region is arid when it is characterized by a severe lack of available water, to the
extent of hindering or preventing the growth and development of plant and animal
life. Environments subject to arid climates tend to lack vegetation and are called
xeric or desertic. Most "arid" climates surround the equator; these places include

most of Africa and parts of South Americg Central Americaand Australia.

Change over time

The distribution of aridity observed at any one point in time is largely the result of
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the general circulation of the atmosphere. The latter does change significantly over Arid regions of the Western United
time through climate change. For example, temperature increase (by 1.5-2.1 States as mapped in 1893
percent) across the Nile Basin over the next 3040 years could change the region

from semi-arid to arid, resulting in a significant reduction in agricultural land. In

addition, changes in land use can result in greater demands on soil water and induce a higher degree of aridityee aridification.

See also

= Aridity index

= Arid Forest Research Institute
= Desert climate

= Desiccation tolerance

= Drought

= Relative humidity

= Saturation vapor pressure
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