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Janapada

The Janapadas (pronounced [d3onopado]) were the realms,
republics (GanaPada) and kingdoms (SaamaRajya) of the Vedic Janapada
period on the Indian subcontinent The Vedic period reaches from
the late Bronze Age into the Iron Age: from about 1500 BCE to the

6th century BCE. With the rise of sixteen Mahajanapadas ("great
janapadas"), most of the states were annexed by more powerful

neighbours, although some remained independent. '
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Etymology

The Sanskrit term janapada is a tatpurusha compound term, composed of two words: janas and pada. Jana means "people" or
"subject" (cf. Latin cognate genus, English cognate kin). The word pada means "foot" (cf. Latin cognate pedis);[l][z] from its earliest
attestation, the word has had a double meaning of "realm, territory" and "subject population". Linguist George Dunkel compares the
Greek andrapodon "slave", to PIE *pédom "fetters" (i.e. "what is attached to the feet"). Sanskrit paddm, usually taken to mean
"footprint, trail", diverges in accent from the PIE reconstruction. For the sense of "population of the land", padasya janas, the inverted
padajana would be expected. A primary meaning of "place of the people'janasya padam, would not explain why the compound is of

masculine gender An original dvandva "land and people" is conceivable, but a dual inflection would be expecteﬁg.]

Evolution

Literary evidence suggests that the janapadas flourished between 1500 BCE and 500 BCE. The earliest mention of the term
"janapada" occurs in theAitareya (8.14.4) and Shatapatha (13.4.2.17) Brahmana texts.[%)
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In the Vedic samhitas, the term jana denotes a tribe, whose members believed in a
shared ancestry.[e] The janas were headed by a king. The samiti was a common
assembly of the jana members, and had the power to elect or dethrone the king. The

sabha was a smaller assembly of wise elders, who advised the king]

The janas were originally semi-nomadigastoral communities, but gradually came to

be associated with specific territories as they became less mobile. Various kulas
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(clans) developed within the jana, each with its own chief. Gradually, the necessities

of defence and warfare prompted the janas to form military groupings headed by shaped altar used for Agnicayana, an

janapadins (Kshatriya warriors). This model ultimately evolved into the elaborate shrauta ritual originating

establishment of political units known as the janapadaé®! from the Kuru Kingdom#! around
1000 BCE.

While some of the janas evolved into their own janapadas, others appear to have

mixed together to form a common Janapada. According to the political scientist

Sudama Misra, the name of thePanchala janapada suggests that it was a fusion of five (pancha) janas.[gl Some janas (such as Aja and
Mutiba) mentioned in the earliest texts do not find a mention in the later texts. Misra theorizes that these smaller janas were conquere

by and assimilated into the lager janas.[g]

Janapadas were gradually dissolved around 500 BCE. Their disestablishment can be attributed to the rise of imperial powers (such as
Magadha) within India, as well as foreign invasions (such as those by the Persians and the Greeks) in the north-western South
Asia[10]

Nature

The Janapada were highest political unit in Ancient India during this period; these polities were usually monarchical (though some
followed a form republicanism)and succession was hereditary. The head of a kingdom was called a (rajan) or king. A chief (purohita)
or priest and a (senani) or commander of the army who would assist the king. There were also two other political bodies: the (sabha),

thought to be a council of elders and the (samiti), a general assembly of the entire peopﬂ:.l]

The boundaries of the kingdoms

Often rivers formed the boundaries of two neighboring kingdoms, as was the case between the northern and southern Panchala and
between the western (Pandava's Kingdom) and eastern (Kaurava's Kingdom) Kuru. Sometimes, large forests, which were larger than
the kingdoms themselves, formed their boundaries as was the case of Naimisha Forest the NaimishaAranyam between Panchala and

Kosala kingdoms. Mountain ranges like Himalaya, ¥hdhyaAchala and SahyaAdri also formed their boundaries.

The cities and villages

Some kingdoms possessed a main city that served as its capital. For
example, the capital of Pandava's Kingdom was Indraprastha and the
Kaurava's Kingdom was Hastinapura. Ahichatra was the capital of

Northern Panchala whereas Kampilya was the capital of Southern

Panchala. Kosala Kingdomhad its capital at Ayodhya. Apart from the

main city or capital, where the palace of the ruling king was situated, : VIR S
Ahichchhatra (or Ahi-Kshetra) was the ancient

capital of NorthernPanchala. The remains of this
from which tax was collected by officers appointed by the king. What city has been discovered inBareilly.

there were small towns and villages spread throughout the kingdom,

the king offered in return was protection from attack by other kings
and robber tribes, as well as from invading foreign nomadic tribes.

The king also enforced law and order in his kingdom by punishing the guiltlylz] (13]
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Administration

The Janapadas had Kshatriya rulers.*®! Based on literary references, historians have
theorized that the Janapadas were administered by the following assemblies in

addition to the king:

Sabha (Council)
An assembly more akin to a council of qualified members
or elders (mostly men) who advised the king and
performed judicial functions. In the ganas or republican A Kuru coin, earliest example of
Janapadas called Gana-Rajya with no kings, the council coinage in Indial4!

of elders also handled administration.[16]

Paura Sabha (Executive Council)
Paura was the assembly of the capital city (pura), and handled municipal administration.!17]

Samiti (General Assembly)
A samiti generally consisted of all adults of the republic or the city-state. A samiti was
congregated when a matter of importance had to be communicated to the entire city-state. A
samiti was also held at the time of festivals to plan, raise revenue and conduct the
celebrations.

Janapada
The Janapada assembly represented the rest of the Janapada, possibly the villages, which

were administered by a Gramini.[}”]

Some historians have also theorized that there was a common assembly called the "Paura-Janapada", but others such as Ram Sharan

Sharma disagree with this theory The existence of Paura and Janapada itself is a controversial matté]

Indian nationalist historians such as K. P. Jayaswal have argued that the existence of such assemblies is evidence of prevalence of
democracy in ancient India['®! V. B. Misra notes that the contemporary society was divided into the four varnas (besides the
outcastes), and the Kshatriya ruling class had all the political rights.[zo] Not all the citizens in a janapada had political rights.[le]
Based on Gautama's Dharmasutra, Jayaswal theorized that the low-caste shudras could be members of the Paura assembly.[ls]
According to A. S. Altekar, this theory is based on a misunderstanding of the text: the term "Paura" in the relevant portion of the
Dharmasutra refers to a resident of the city, not a member of the city assembly.[21] Jayaswal also argued that the members of the
supposed Paura-Janapada assembly acted as counselors to the king, and made other important decisions such as imposing taxes in
times of emergency. Once again, Altekar argued that these conclusions are based on misinterprefations of the literary evidence. For
example, Jayaswal has wrongly translated the word "amantra” in a Ramayana verse as "to offer advice"; it actually means "to bid

farewell" in proper contexti?!]

Interactions between kingdoms

There was no border security for a kingdom and border

Janapada weaponry

disputes were very rare. One king might conduct a military
campaign (often designated as Digvijaya meaning victory
over all the directions) and defeat another king in a battle,
lasting for a day.[22] The defeated king would acknowledge
the supremacy of the victorious king. The defeated king
might sometimes be asked to give a tribute to the victorious
king. Such tribute would be collected only once, not on a
periodic basis. The defeated king, in most cases, would be

free to rule his own kingdom, without maintaining any

contact with the victorious king. There was no annexation
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of one kingdom by another Often a military general | AncientIndian Antennae sword; Ancient Indian Ax Blade, 1500

Metalwork, 1500-500 BCE. 1000 BCE.
conducted these campaigns on behalf of his king. A military

campaign and tribute collection was often associated with a
great sacrifice (likeRajasuya or Ashvamedha) conducted in the kingdom of the campaigning king. The defeated king also was invited

to attend these sacrifice ceremonies, as a friend and all§23]

New kingdoms

New kingdoms were formed when a major clan produced more than one King in a generation. The Kuru clan of Kings was very
successful in governing throughout North India with their numerous kingdoms, which were formed after each successive generation.

Similarly, the Yadava clan of kings formed numerous kingdoms in Central Indi&*

Cultural differences

Parts of western India were dominated by tribes who had a slightly different
culture, considered non-\édic by the mainstreamVedic culture prevailing in the
Kuru and Panchala kingdoms. Similarly, there were some tribes in the eastern
regions of India considered to be in this category[zsl Tribes with non-Vedic
culture — especially those of barbaric nature — were collectively termed as
Mleccha. Very little was mentioned in the ancient Indian literature about the

kingdoms to the North, beyond the Himalayas. China was mentioned as a

kingdom known as Cina, often grouped withMleccha kingdoms.

Vedic King performs theRajasuya
Sacrifice.

List of Janapadas

Vedic literature

The Vedas mention five sub-divisions of ancient Indid2!

= Udichya (Northern region)

» Prachya (Eastern region)

= Dakshina (Southern region)

= Pratichya (Western region)

= Madhya-desha (Central region)

The Vedic literature mentions the followingjanas or janapadas:[27]
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Jana or Janapada
Aja

Alina
Ambashtha
Andhra
Anga

Anu
Balhika
Bhalana
Bharadvaja
Bharata
Bheda
Bodha
Chedi
Druhyu
Gandhari
Kamboja
Keshin
Kikata
Kirata
Kosala
Krivi

Kunti

Kuru
Magadha
Mahavrisha
Matsya
Mujavana
Mutiba
Nishada
Paktha
Panchala
Parshu
Paravata
Prithu
Pulinda
Pundra
Puru
Rushama

Shalva

IAST name
Aja
Alina
Ambastha
Andhra
Anhga
Anu
Balhika
Bhalana
Bharadvaja
Bharata
Bheda
Bodha
Cedi
Druhyu
Gandharri
Kamboja
Kesin
Kikata
Kirata
Kosala
Krivi

Kunti
Kuru
Magadha
Mahavrsa
Matsya
Muajavana
Matiba
Nisada
Paktha
Paricala
Parsu
Paravata
Prthu

Pulinda

Region

Central
Western
Central
Southern
Eastern
Western
Northern
Western
Central
Central
Central
Central
Central
Western
Western
Northern
Central
Eastern
Eastern
Eastern
Central
Central
Central
Eastern
Northern
Central
Northern
Southern
Central
Western
Central
Western
Central
Western
Southern
Eastern
Western
Central

Central

Mentioned in
Rigveda

Mentioned in
Atharvaveda
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Satvanta
Shabara
Shigru
Shiva
Shvikna
Srinjaya
Tritsu
Turvasha
Ushinara
Uttara Kuru
Uttara Madra
Vaikarna
Vanga
Kashi
Varashikha
Vasha
Vidarbha
Videha
Vishanin
Vrichivanta
Yadu
Yakshu

Satvanta
Sabara
Sigru
Siva
Svikna
Srijaya
Trtsu
Turvasa
Usinara
Uttara Kuru
Uttara Madra
Vaikarna
Vanga
Kasi
Varasikha
Vasa
Vidarbha
Videha
Visanin
Vrcivanta
Yadu

Yaksu

Puranic literature

The Puranas mention seven sub-divisions of ancient Indid28]

= Udichya (Northern region)
= Prachya (Eastern region)

» Dakshinapatha (Southern region)

s Aparanta (Western region)

» Madhya-desha(Central region)
= Parvata-shrayin (Himalayan region)
= Vindhya-prashtha (Vindhyan region)

According to research by political scientist Sudama Misra, the Puranic texts mention the followirjgnapadas:

Southern
Southern
Central
Western
Central
Central
Central
Western
Central
Northern
Northern
Northern
Eastern
Eastern
Central
Central
Southern
Eastern
Western
Western
Western

Central

[29]
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Janapada

Abhira (northern)
Abhira (southern)

Abhisaha
(Abhishaha)

Ahuka

Alimadra

Anarta

Andhaka

Andhra

Andhravaka

Anga

Angaramarisa
(Angara-Marisha)

Antaranarmada

Antargiri

Anupa

Aparanta

Arthapa

Asmaka
(Ashmaka)

Asvakita

Atavi

Atreya

Aundra

Region

Northern

Southern

Northern

Northern

Northern

Western

Central

Southern

Eastern

Eastern

Southern

Western

Eastern

Vindhyan

Northern

Central

Southern

Central

Southern

Northern

Vindhyan

Matsya
(Chapter

v

114)

Mentioned in the Puranas?

Vayu
(Chapter
45)

Markandeya
(Chapter 57)

v

v

Vamana
(Chapter
13)

Brahmanda
(Chapter
16)

Alternative
names and
locations

Apanga (Vayu),
Aupadha
(Markandeya),
Alasa (Vamana)

Kuhaka
(Markandeya),
Kuhuka
(Vamana)

Anibhadra
(Markandeya),
Alibhadra
(Vamana)

Avantya
Markandeya,
Vamana

Andha
(Markandeya)

Andharaka
(Markandeya)

Central and
Eastern in
Vamana

Uttaranarmada
(Markandeya),
Sunarmada
(Vamana)

Ardpa (Matsya),
Annaja (Vayu)

Purandhra
(Matsya),
Aparita (Vayu)

Atharva
(Markandeya)

Aranya
(Markandeya),
Atavya
(Brahmanda)

Atri (Matsya,
Brahmanda)
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Avanti

Bahirgiri

Vahlika

Bahula

Barbara

Bhadra

Bhadrakara
Bharadvaja

Bhargava

Bharukaccha

Bhogavardhana
Bhoja

Bhisika
(Bhushika)

Bodha

Brahmottara

Carmakhandika

(Charmakhandika)

Kerala

Cina (China)

Cola (Chola)

Culika (Chulika)

Dandaka

Vindhyan v
Eastern v
Northern v
Northern
Northern
Eastern

and

Central

Central v
Northern v
Eastern
Western v
Southern
Vindhyan v
Northern
Central v
Eastern 4

Northern v/

Southern v

Northern

Southern v

Northern

Southern v

Central and
Vindhyan in
Matsya

Pahlava (Vayu),
Bahudha
(Vamana)

Central and
Northern in
Vamana

Bhanukaccha
(Vayu),
Bhirukahcha
(Markandeya),
Darukachchha
(Vamana),
Sahakaccha
(Brahmanda)

Gopta
(Vamana)

Bahya (Matsya)

Suhmottara
(Matsya),
Samantara
(Brahmanda)

Attakhandika
(Matsya),
Sakhetaka
(Vamana)

Kevala
(Markandeya)

Pina (Vayu),
Vena (Vamana)

Caulya (Vayu),
Cauda
(Vamana);
Southern and
Eastern in
Brahmanda

Cadika
(Vamana),
Vindhyaculika
(Brahmanda)
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Darada

Darva

Daseraka
(Dasheraka)

Dasamalika
(Dashamalika)

Dasarna
(Dasharna)

Druhyu

Durga

Ganaka
Gandhara
Godha

Golangala

Gonarda

Hamsamarga

Hara-Hunaka

Haramusika
(Haramushika)

Northern

Himalayan

Northern

Northern

Vindhyan

Northern

Western

Northern
Northern
Central

Southern

Eastern

Himalayan

Northern

Northern

v

v

Himalayan and
Northern in
Vayu and
Markandeya

Karseruka
(Vayu),
Kuseruka
(Markandeya)

Dasanamaka
(Matsya),
Dasamanika
(Vayu),
Dansana
(Vamana)

Hrada (Vayu),
Bhadra
(Brahmanda)

Durgala
(Brahmanda)

Govinda (Vayu),
Gomanta
(Markandeya),
Mananda
(Vamana)

Sarvaga
(Himalayan) in
Matsya;
Hamsamarga
(Northern and
Himalayan) in
Vayu and
Markandeya,
Karnamarga
(Northern) and
Hamsamarga
(Himalayan) in
Vamana;
Hamsamarga
(Himalayan)
Hamsabhanga
(Northern) in
Brahmanda

Parna (Vayu),
Urna
(Markandeya),
Carna
(Vamana),
Hana
(Brahmanda)

Haramartika
(Matsya),
Harapurika
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Huhuka

ljika

Isika (Ishika)

Jaguda

Jangala

JAeyamarthaka

Kachchhika

Kalatoyaka
Kalinga (central)

Kalihga
(southern)

Kalitaka

Kalivana

Kamboja

Kantakara

Himalayan

Northern

Southern

Northern

Central

Eastern

Western

Northern

Central

Southern

Western

Western

Northern

Northern

(Vayu),
Samusaka
(Vamana)

Samudgaka
(Matsya),
Sahtdaka
(Vayu),
Sakrtraka
(Markandeya),
Sahuhika
(Vamana),
Sahuhudka
(Brahmanda)

Vaisakya
(Markandeya)

Jangala
(Matsya),
Juhuda (Vayu),
Jaguda
(Markandeya)

Jiieyamallaka
(Markandeya),
Angiyamarsaka
(Vamana),
Gopaparthiva
(Brahmanda)

Kachchhika
(Matsya),
Kacchiya
(Vayu), Kasmira
(Markandeya),
Kacchipa
(Brahmanda)

Arkalinga
(Markandeya)

Kalttaka (Vayu),
Antkata
(Markandeya),
Talkata
(Vamana),
Kuntala
(Brahmanda)

Kolavana
(Vayu), Kalivala
(Markandeya),
Varidhana
(Vamana),
Kalivana
(Brahmanda)

Kantakara
(Matsya),
Raddhakataka
(Vayu),


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kachchh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kalinga_(Indian_literature)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kalinga_(Indian_literature)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kambojas

Karaskara

Karosa (Karusha)
Kasmira
(Kashmira)

Kausika

Kekeya

Khasa

Kirata

Kisanna

Kiskindhaka
(Kishkindhaka)

Konkana

Kos$ala (Central)
Kosala (Vindhyan)
Kukkuta

Kuldta

Kulya

Kumara

Kuninda

Western

Vindhyan

Northern

Central

Northern

Himalayan

Himalayan

Central
Vindhyan

Southern
Central
Vindhyan

Northern

Northern

Southern
and
Central

Southern

Northern

Bahubhadra
(Markandeya),
Kadhara
(Vamana)

Paraskara
(Vayu),
Kathaksara
(Markandeya),
Karandhara
(Brahmanda)

Southern and
Vindhyan
(Matsya)

Kaikeyya
(Matsya),
Kaikeya
(Markandeya),
Kaikeya
(Vamana)

Khasa ]
(Vamana), Saka
(Brahmanda)

Kirata (Matsya,
Central and
Himalayan)

Kikarava
(Vamana)

Ulata
(Brahmanda)

Only Central in
Markandeya;
only Southern in
Vamana and
Brahmanda

Kupatha
(Matsya),
Kumana (Vayu),
Kusuma
(Markandeya),
Kumarada
(Vamana),
Ksapana
(Brahmanda)

Pulinda
(Matsya),
Kalinga
(Markandeya),
Kalinda
(Brahmanda)


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Karusha_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kasmira_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kekaya
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Khasas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kirata
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kishkindha
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Konkana_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kosala
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dakshina_Kosala
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kuninda_Kingdom

Kuntala

Kupatha

Kuru

Kusalya
(Kushalya)

Kusiadra
(Kushudra)

Kuthapravarana

Lalhitta

Lampaka

Madraka

Madguraka

Madreya
Magadha
Maharastra

(Maharashtra)

Maheya

Mabhisika
(Mahishika)

Malada

Malaka

Malavartika

Southern v v

and

Central

Himalayan | v v
Central v/ v/
Central

Central

Himalayan | v v
Northern

Northern v v
Northern v/ v
Eastern v

Central

Eastern v/ v
Southern v v
Western v v
Southern v v
Eastern v v
Central

Eastern v v

Kuntala (
(Matsya, only
Central),
Kundala
(Vamana)

Ksupana
(Vayu), Kurava
(Markandeya)

Kaurava
(Vamana)

Kusapravarana
(Vayu),
Kuntapravarana
(Markandeya),
Apapravarana
(Brahmanda)

Lamaka
(Brahmanda)

Bhadraka (Vayu
and Vamana),
Mandala
(Brahmanda)

Mudgara
(Markandeya),
Mudagaraka
(Brahmanda)

Central and
Eastern in Vayu
and Brahmanda

Navarastra
(Matsya)

Mahisaka (Vayu
and
Markandeya)

Malava
(Matsya),
Manada
(Markandeya),
Mansada
(Vamana)

Mallavamaka
(Matsya),
Malavartin
(Vayu),
Manavartika
(Markandeya),
Baladantika
(Vamana)


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kuntala_country
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kuru_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Madra

Malava

Malla

Mandala

Mandavya
Masa (Masha)

Matanga
Matsya
Maulika

Mekala

Arbuda
Mika

Muasika (Mushika)

Nairnika

Nalakalika

Nasikya

Nirahara

Naisadha
(Naishadha)

Pahlava

Panaviya

Pafcala
(Panchala)

Pandya (Pandya)

Parada

Vindhyan

Eastern

Himalayan

Northern
Vindhyan

Eastern
Central

Southern

Vindhyan

Western

Central

Southern

Southern

Southern

Western

Himalayan

Vindhyan

Northern
Northern

Central

Southern

Northern

Ekalavya
(Vamana),
Malada
(Brahmanda)

Salva (Matsya),
Mala (Vayu),
Maia (Vamana)

Malava (Vayu),
Malava
(Markandeya)

Yatstha
(Vamana)

Maunika (Vayu)

Rokala (Vayu),
Kevala
(Markandeya)

Satika (Matsya),
Muasikada
(Vamana),
Masika
(Brahmanda)

Naisika
(Markandeya)

Vanadaraka
(Markandeya),
Nalakaraka
(Vamana)

Vasikya
(Matsya),
Nasikanta
(Vamana),
Nasika
(Brahmanda)

Nigarhara
(Vayu), Nihara
(Markandeya)

Nisada (Vayu)

Pallava (all
except Vayu)

Pundra
(Markandeya),
Pundra
(Vamana)

Parita (Vayu),
Paravata


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malavas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malla_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Matsya_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_Abu
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mushika_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nasikya_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nishada
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pahlavas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Panchala
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pandya
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parada_Kingdom

Pataccara
(Patachchara)

Paurika

Plusta (Plushta)

Pragjyotisa
(Pragjyotisha)

Prasthala

Pravanga

Pravijaya

Priyalaukika

Puleya

Pulinda

Pundra

Raksasa
(Rakshasa)

Ramatha

Rdpasa

Sainika

Salva (Shalva)

Saraja

Central

Southern

Himalayan

Eastern

Northern

Eastern

Eastern

Northern

Western

Southern

Eastern

Southern

Northern

Western

Northern

Central

Vindhyan

(Vamana)

Satapathe$vara
(Vayu)

Paunika (Vayu),
Paurika
(Markandeya),
Paurika
(Vamana),
Paurika
(Brahmanda)

Puskala
(Markandeya)

Plavanga
(Matsya and
Brahmanda)

Praviseya
(Brahmanda)

Harsavardhana
(Markandeya),
Angalaukika
(Vamana),
Angalaukika
(Brahmanda)

Kuliya (Matsya),
Pulinda
(Markandeya),
Puliya
(Vamana),
Pauleya
(Brahmanda)

Munda (Vayu),
Madra
(Markandeya),
Prsadhra
(Vamana)

Mathara
(Markandeya),
Matharodha
(Vamana)

Kopasa (Vayu),
Rapapa
(Markandeya),
Ropaka
(Brahmanda)

Pidika (Vayu),
Silika
(Markandeya),
Jhillika
(Brahmanda)


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pragjyotisha_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prasthala
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pulindas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pundra_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rakshasa_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Salwa_Kingdom

Sarasvata Western 4 v v v v

Sarika Southern v
Surastra Saurastra
2 v v v v v o
(Surashtra) Western (Matsya)
Sausalya
(Saushalya) Central v
Sauvira Northern v v v v v
Sailusa
Setuka Southern v v v v v (I\_/Iarkan deya),
Januka
(Vamana)
. Bara (Vayu),
Sabara (Shabara) | Southern v v v v Sarava
(Brahmanda)
Saka (Shaka) Northern v v v v Central in
Vamana
Sasikhadrika ,
; v
(Shashikhadraka) | Himalayan
Satadruja y y Satadrava
(Shatadruja) Northern (Vamana)
Padgama
(Matsya),
Satsura (Vayu),
Satpura Vindhyan v v v v v Patava
(Markandeya),
Bahela
(Vamana)
Sulakara
(Shulakara) Northern 7
Sarparaka
(Vayu),
Anrna Saryaraka
Sarparaka Western v v v v (Markandeya)
Sdryaraka
(Brahmanda)
Sindhu Northern v v v v v
Surala (Vayu),
Sumina
(Markandeya),
Sirala Western v v v v v Sinila
(Vamana),
Kirata
(Brahmanda)
Sudra (Shudra) Northern | v v v v v Suhya
(Brahmanda)
Sujaraka Eastern v
Suparsva
(Suparshva) Northern v
Sarasena
v v v
(Shurasena) Central
Taittrika Western v v v v v Taittirika
(Matsya),
Turasita (Vayu),
Kurumini

(Markandeya),


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saraswata_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saurashtra_(region)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sauvira_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shakas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shurparaka
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sindhu_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sudra_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Surasena

Talagana

Tamasa

Tamas

Tamralipataka

Tangana

Tangana

Tapasa

Tilanga

Tomara

Tosala (Toshala)
Traipura

Trigarta

Tumbara

Tumura

Tundikera

Tarnapada
Tusara (Tushara)

Udbhida

Northern

Himalayan

Western

Eastern

Himalayan

Northern

Western

Central

Northern

Vindhyan
Vindhyan

Himalayan

Vindhyan

Vindhyan

Vindhyan

Northern
Northern

Southern

Tubhamina
(Vamana),
Karti
(Brahmanda)

Talagana
(Matsya),
Stanapa (Vayu),
Tavakarama
(Vamana),
Talasala
(Brahmanda)

Chamara
(Matsya),
Tomara
(Vamana),
Tamara
(Brahmanda)

Apatha
(Matsya),
Gurguna
(Markandeya)

Tungana
(Markandeya)

Svapada
(Markandeya),
Tapaka
(Brahmanda)

Tamasa
(Markandeya
and Vamana)

Tumbura
(Vayu),
Tumbula
(Markandeya),
Barbara
(Brahmanda)

Tumbura
(Markandeya),
Turaga
(Vamana),
Tuhunda
(Brahmanda)

Saundikera
(Matsya),
Tustikara
(Markandeya)

Tukhara
(Markandeya)

Ulida (Vamana),


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tamralipta
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trigarta_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tushara_Kingdom

Urna

Utkala

Uttamama

Vahyatodara

Vanavasika

Vanga

Vangeya

Kasi (Kashi)
Vatadhana
Vatsa
Vatsiya
Vaidarbha
Videha

Vaidisa (Vaidisha)

Vindhyamalika

Vitihotra

Vrka

Yamaka

Yavana

Sanskrit epics

Himalayan | v

Vindhyan v

Vindhyan

Northern

Southern v

Eastern v
Eastern v
Central v

Northern v
Central
Western
Southern v

Eastern v

Vindhyan v

Southern v

Vindhyan v
Central
Eastern v/

Northern v/

Kulinda
(Brahmanda)

Huna (Vayu)

Eastern and
Central in
Brahmanda

Uttama
(Brahmanda)

Girigahvara
(Brahmanda)

Vajivasika
(Matsya),
Banavasika
(Vayu),
Namavasika
(Markandeya),
Mahasaka
(Vamana)

Central and
Eastern in
Vamana

Margavageya
(Matsya),
Rangeya
(Markandeya),
Vojfieya
(Brahmanda)

Vaidika (Vayu),
Khollisa
(Vamana)

Vindhyapusika
(Matsya),
Vindhyasaileya
(Markandeya),
Vindhyamauliya
(Brahmanda)

Virahotra
(Markandeya),
Vitahotra
(Vamana)

Gavala
(Markandeya)


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Utkala_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vanga_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Varanasi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vatsa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vidarbha_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Videha
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vidisha
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yavana_Kingdom

The Bhishma Parva of the Mahabharata mentions around 230 janapadas, while the Ramayana mentions only a few of these. Unlike
the Puranas, the Mahabharata does not specify any geographical divisions of ancient India, but does support the classification of

certain janapadas as southern or northerrf3%

Buddhist canon

The Buddhist canonical texts primarily refer to the following 1Gnahajanapadas ("great janapadas").[31]

1. Anga 9. Kuru

2. Assaka 10. Machchha
3. Avanti 11. Magadha
4. Chetiya 12. Malla

5. Gandhara 13. Panchala
6. Kamboja 14. Surasena
7. Kashi 15. Vajji

8. Kosala 16. Vamsha

The Jain text Bhagavati Sutraalso mentions 16 important janapadas, but their names differ from the ones mentioned in the Buddhist

texts.[31]

See also

= Bharata Khanda

= History of India

= Mahajanapadas

= Middle kingdoms of India
= Monarchy in ancient India
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