
Mundurucu

Total population

13,755 (2014)[1]

Regions with significant
populations

Brazil (Amazonas, Mato Grosso,
Pará)[1]

Languages

Munduruku, Portuguese[2]

External video

Munduruku
The Munduruku, also known as Mundurucu or Wuy Jugu, are an indigenous
people of Brazil living in the Amazon River basin. Some Mundurucu communities
are part of the Coatá-Laranjal Indigenous Land.[2] They had an estimated population
in 2014 of 13,755.[1]
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Traditionally the Munduruku's territory, called Mundurukânia in the 19th century,
was the Tapajós river valley.[1] In 1788, they completely defeated their ancient
enemies the Muras. After 1803 they lived at peace with the Brazilians.

The Munduruku live in southwest of the state of Pará along the Tapajós river and its
tributaries in the municipalities of Santarém, Itaituba and Jacareacanga, in the east of
the state of Amazonas along the Canumã River in the municipality of Nova Olinda and the municipality of Borba, and in the north of
the state of Mato Grosso in the Peixes River region in the municipality of Juara. They usually inhabit forest regions on the margins of
navigable rivers, and their traditional villages are in "Tapajós fields", patches of savannah within the Amazon rainforest. The largest
numbers live in the Mundurucu Indigenous Territory, with most of the villages along the Cururu River, a tributary of the Tapajós.[3]

Today the Munduruku face threats to their homelands from the dams of the Tapajós hydroelectric complex, illegal gold-panning, and
a new waterway construction on the Tapajós River.[1] The reservoir of the proposed Chacorão Dam on the Tapajós river would flood
18,700 hectares (46,000 acres) of the Munduruku Indigenous Territory.[4] The reservoir of the proposed São Luiz do Tapajós Dam on
the Tapajós would flood about 7% of the Sawré Muybu Indigenous Territory.[5]

Also known as the Mundurucu, Maytapu, and Cara Preta, the Mundurucu's name
for themselves is Wuy Jugu. Oral history says the name "Muduruku" comes from
their enemies the Parintintin people and means "red ants," based on the historical
Munduruku tactic of attacking en masse.[2]

Contents

History

Name

Culture

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Mundurucu.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brazil
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amazonas_(Brazilian_state)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mato_Grosso
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Par%C3%A1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Munduruku_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portuguese_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indigenous_people_of_Brazil
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amazon_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Coat%C3%A1-Laranjal_Indigenous_Land&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tapaj%C3%B3s
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muras_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brazil
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santar%C3%A9m,_Par%C3%A1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Itaituba
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jacareacanga
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amazonas_(Brazilian_state)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canum%C3%A3_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nova_Olinda_do_Norte
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Borba,_Amazonas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mato_Grosso
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Peixes_River&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Juara
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mundurucu_Indigenous_Territory
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cururu_River_(Tapaj%C3%B3s_River)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tapaj%C3%B3s_hydroelectric_complex
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chacor%C3%A3o_Dam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/S%C3%A3o_Luiz_do_Tapaj%C3%B3s_Dam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sawr%C3%A9_Muybu_Indigenous_Territory
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oral_history
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parintintin_people


 Mundurukú Headdress: a
glimpse of life in the Amazon
rainforest, Smarthistory at Khan
Academy

The Mundurucu have a distinctive residence pattern. Rather than a pattern based on
conjugal or affinal bonds, in the Munduruku villages, all males over the age of
thirteen live in one household, and all of the females live with all of the males under
thirteen in another.

The Munduruku language is part of the Tupi language family.[2]

They are also notable for their linguistic separation of "us" (their tribe) from "them"
(everyone else), the pariwat. Whereas they refer to themselves as the wuujuyû, or
"our people", everyone else is spoken of as the equivalent of "prey".

Unlike the Pirahã, the Mundurucu have a numeracy system, albeit limited (similar to
that found in some Aboriginal Australian cultures). Pierre Pica was instrumental (in
a work done in collaboration with Stanislas Dehaene and Elizabeth Spelke) in
revealing the psychophysics and linguistic properties of the Munduruku counting
system to the Western world. The Mundurucu have number words up to only five,
although each word is not as definite in meaning as number words in English, and
the lexical limitation is no obstacle to their making calculations involving larger
numbers.[6] Furthermore, the Mundurucu use logarithmic mapping of numbers
to assess scales, a point cited as possible evidence for the notion that this kind of
numbering is innate, whereas the linear mode has to be acquired by study.[7][8]
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