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! Abdicate: to renounce or give up the throne 
! Bourgeoisie: middle class 
! Elite: privileged, upper-class members of society 
who exercise power and control 
! Capitalist: private individuals with extensive 
capital (money) to invest in business enterprises  
! 19th-Century European Conservatism: a 
conservative tries to conserve or save tradition; in 
the 19th century, this meant saving a system 
containing a hereditary monarchy, a strong and 
privileged land-owning aristocracy and an official 
church 
! Reactionary: ultra-conservative  
! 19th-Century European Liberalism: a philosophy 
that advocated representative government and 
civil liberties 

Key Vocabulary 
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! Socialism: a type of government in which the government 
owns much property and operates many businesses rather 
than these being exclusively owned and operated by 
private individuals. 
! 19th-century European Nationalism: called for self-
determination or self-rule by groups of people sharing the 
same language, ethnicity, religion and culture. 
! Self Determination: resolve of a group of people living in a 
territorial unit (such as a country) to govern themselves 
and make their own decisions about political concerns. 
! Suffrage: voting rights. 
! Mercantilism: the theory that a nation’s power depended 
on its wealth. 
! Free Enterprise: an economic system in which private 
individuals compete freely without government 
interference in the marketplace. 
! Laissez-Faire: unrestricted private enterprise with no 
regulatory interference by government. 

Key Vocabulary 
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v Napoleon’s empire 

v Napoleon’s major mistakes   

v Congress of Vienna 

v New country boundaries 

v Quadruple Alliance 

v Concert of Europe 

v Age of Metternich 
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In the period between 1801-1810, Napoleon 
Bonaparte, emperor of France, conquered and 

redrew the map of Europe.  

Napoleon Bonaparte 

Areas in green 
were controlled by 

France in 1811 
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Napoleon’s desire for power destroyed him 

Three major 
misjudgments led 
to his downfall: 

!  Continental 
System 

!  Peninsular War 

!  Invasion of 
Russia 
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Continental System and Peninsular War 

!  Napoleon wanted to destroy 
Britain, so he put a blockade 
on trade between Britain and 
all countries controlled by 
France. It did not work, as 
these trade relationships had 
been in place for many years 
and other nations traded with 
Britain anyway.  

!  When Portugal defied the 
blockade, Napoleon sent 
troops through Spain to punish 
them. The Spanish became 
angry about the troops in their 
kingdom and attacked the 
soldiers. This resulted in five 
years of war, with the British 
aiding the Spanish.  

Blockade  
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Napoleon’s 
biggest 

mistake was 
the 

disastrous 
1812 

invasion of 
Russia 
during 

which most 
of his army 
was killed, 
frozen, or 
starved to 

death.  
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With Napoleon severely weakened, his 
European rivals, Prussia, Russia, Austria, and 
Great Britain, formed the Quadruple Alliance 

and defeated him.   



11 

After years of imperial conquest, Napoleon 
abdicated, or gave up, his throne and was 
exiled to Elba. The victors quickly restored 
the Bourbon monarch Louis XVIII to the 

French throne. 
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Once Napoleon was removed 
from power, country boundaries 
and peace had to be negotiated.  

The Congress of Vienna 
convened in 1814 with the 
powerful and conservative 

Prince Klemens von Metternich, 
Austrian foreign minister, 

presiding.  

Prince Klemens von Metternich 

Conservatives in 
the 19th century 

wanted to preserve 
traditional ways of 

life. 
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Map of Europe, with Napoleon still in power, 1812 
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Metternich’s chief goal at the Congress was to 
achieve a balance of power and legitimacy. By 

legitimacy, Metternich meant restoring power to 
the royal families that had lost their thrones as 

Napoleon conquered Europe.  

Crown of the Austrian Emperor 
Coat of Arms, Louis XVIII 
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Other conservatives who dominated the 
Congress included Czar Alexander I of 
Russia, King Frederick William III of 

Prussia, and Lord Castlereagh, the British 
foreign minister. Also of great importance 
to the discussions was Charles Maurice de 

Talleyrand, the French delegate. 

Czar Alexander I of 
Russia 

King Frederick 
Wilhem III of 

Prussia 

Lord 
Castlereagh 

of Great 
Britain Charles Maurice 

de Talleyrand of 
France 
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In addition to recognizing Louis XVIII as the 
legitimate king of France, the Congress also 

restored the royal families of Spain, Portugal, 
and Sardinia.  

King Louis XVIII of 
France 

Queen Maria da Gloria 
II de Braganca of 

Portugal King Ferdinand VII 
of Spain 
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While the nobility of Europe enjoyed lavish balls, 
parties and feasts in Vienna, the chief negotiators 

worked on strategies for nine months.  
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Though interrupted by the desperate escape and 
military comeback of Napoleon, and his final 
defeat at Waterloo, the Congress was able to 

hammer out a treaty that met most of the desired 
objectives.   

Napoleon at Waterloo, June 1815 
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First, the 
negotiators 

recreated a balance 
of power among the 
alliance members to 

preserve 
international 

military and political 
power and at the 
same time ensure 
the freedom and 
independence of 

each member state.  

Victorious Archduke Charles of Austria, 
1809 Battle of Aspern-Essling 

The Congress of Vienna achieved two major 
goals: 
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Second, France 
was prevented 

from future 
aggression.   

This was 
accomplished 

without severely 
punishing France, 

which avoided 
causing French 
resentment or 

retaliation. 
French landscape, 1822 
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At the Congress of 
Vienna the 

victorious powers, 
including Austria, 

Russia, Prussia, and 
Britain (France was 
excluded), agreed 

that they should be 
rewarded for their 

effort to defeat 
Napoleon.   

They reduced France 
to its 1790 frontiers 
and strengthened 
the countries on 
France’s borders.  

France, 1791 borders 
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!  North of France, 
the Dutch and 
Austrian 
Netherlands were 
united into one 
country called the 
Netherlands, to be 
ruled by a Dutch 
king.   

!  To the east, 39 
German states 
were loosely joined 
into the German 
Confederation 
headed by Austria. 

The Congress redrew boundaries for the rest 
of Europe as well 
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!  Switzerland was 
recognized as an 
independent nation.  

!  The Kingdom of 
Sardinia, on France’s 
southern border, was 
strengthened by the 
Congress. Sardinia was 
given Piedmont and 
Genoa in Northern 
Italy.   

!  All of these changes 
were undertaken to 
reward the victors and 
discourage France 
from attempting 
another imperial 
conquest. Northern Italy, 1796 
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!  In exchange for giving up 
the Austrian Netherlands, 
Austria received Venetia and 
Lombardy in Northern Italy. 

!  With these lands Austria 
became the strongest power 
in Northern Italy.   

!  In Southern Italy, the 
Congress established a 
Spanish Bourbon as the ruler 
of the Kingdom of the Two 
Sicilies.  
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Located in Eastern Europe, Poland became a thorny 
issue at the Congress when Czar Alexander I of Russia 
claimed it. Though all of the countries participating in 
the Congress were allies, they jealously guarded their 

right to claim new territories. 

Czar Alexander I of Russia is 
reputed to have stabbed Poland on 

the map with his finger and 
declared, “This is mine.”  
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!  Following Czar Alexander’s 
lead, the Prussian king 
Wilhelm III demanded 
Saxony for himself.   

!  Fearing the loss of a power 
balance, Metternich, 
Talleyrand and Castlereagh 
stood strong.   

!  Eventually the two settled 
for smaller pieces of 
territory. 

Location of 
Saxony 

King Frederick Wilhelm’s desire for 
expansion 

Wilhelm III 
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!  Britain, which had 
struggled long and hard and 
never fallen to Napoleon, was 
richly rewarded by the 
Congress.   

!  Britain acquired Malta, 
Ceylon (Sri Lanka), a number 
of islands in the East and 
West Indies, part of Guyana 
in South America, and the 
Cape Colony in South Africa.  

!  For many years, the 
European powers had 
competed for control over 
these territories and their 
associated raw materials and 
trade.  The young Queen Victoria 

of England, circa 1835 

British Isles, 1777 
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!  The great empires of Europe were governed 
by conservative leaders who debated and 
negotiated only amongst themselves.  

!  As they handed out territory and divided 
Europe, they gave little thought to the diverse 
cultures within these new national 
boundaries. They did not ask how these ethnic 
groups felt about the new political boundaries.   

!  This careless attitude toward the people 
who lived in the divided territories set the 
stage for further conflict, even though these 
leaders wanted to preserve the peace. 

New boundaries made without input 
from local ethnic groups   
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New European boundaries, 1815 
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In order to protect the 
peace settlement 

following the Congress 
of Vienna, the Great 

Powers established the 
Quadruple Alliance: 

!  Russia  

!  Prussia  

!  Austria  

!  Great Britain   

!  Three years later they 
admitted France  Francis I in Austrian coronation 

regalia, 1832.  

Quadruple Alliance 
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Although Russia signed on to the Quadruple 
Alliance, the Czar also proposed a second one 
which he called the Holy Alliance, formed by 
Russia, Prussia and Austria in September of 

1815.  

!  Czar Alexander 
proposed that the 
three conservative 
Eastern monarchs 
rule exclusively by 
the principles of 
Christian doctrine.   

!  Lord Castlereagh of 
Britain refused to 
sign, dismissing it as 
“a piece of sublime 
mysticism and 
nonsense.” 

 Emperor of 
Austria  

King of 
Prussia  Emperor of Russia 
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!  Despite the potential problem posed by the 
Holy Alliance, the members of the Great 
Powers agreed to meet periodically to deal 
with any threat to the peace and stability of 
Europe as agreed upon in Vienna in 1814.   

!  This system of meetings became known as 
the Concert of Europe.  

!  It was the first modern attempt at an 
international peacekeeping organization. 

!  The Concert, for a few decades, preserved 
the balance of power and prevented local 
conflicts from flaring into major European 
wars. 

Concert of Europe 
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!  Metternich, with both Russian 
and Prussian support, embarked 
on a crusade that lasted until 
1848, to suppress the political and 
economic ideas of revolutionary 
and nationalist movements.  

!  This crusade became known as 
the Metternich System.  

!  The Metternich System 
depended upon political and 
religious censorship.  

!  He was hated by liberals, and 
the revolutions of 1848 were in 
part directed at his repressive 
system.  

Age of Metternich, 1815-1848 
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Popular liberal and 
nationalist revolutions 
which threatened to 

upset the power in the 
hands of a very small 

group of wealthy elites in 
Europe occurred in: 

!  Spain  

!  Southern Belgium  

!  Italy 

!  France 

!  Greece 

!  Great Britain  

Lord Sidmouth, Thomas Reynolds, John 
Castle, William Oliver, George Canning, 
and Lord Castlereagh  are pictured here 

in 1817.                
Spies (Reynolds, Castle and Oliver) 
provided government ministers with 

information on those advocating 
parliamentary reform.  

The Metternich System in action 
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Many scholars and 
members of the middle 
class believed society 

should be rebuilt. They 
cited the ideals of the 
American and French 

Revolutions as their goal. 

The years following the peace settlement of 
1815 were marked by profoundly new and 

radical intellectual activity. 



36 

Although peace was preserved, many people who were 
not members of the small controlling elite were 

dissatisfied with the political and economic conditions 
under which they lived.   

Reform Riots in Bristol, England, 1831 
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In the first half of 
the 19th century, 

people in the lower 
classes, especially in 
urban areas, suffered 

from extreme 
poverty, cruel 

working conditions 
and severe social 
class restrictions. 
Meanwhile, the 

wealthy upper class 
enjoyed lives of 

luxury and leisure. 

It was in this climate 
that new ideologies 

emerged. 
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v Dual revolution  

v Conservatives 

v Liberals 

v Radicals  
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!  The two major 
changes that occurred 
in Europe in the 18th 
century are called the 
“dual revolution” 

!  This term refers to 
the Industrial 
Revolution in Britain 
and the French 
Revolution  

!  Influenced the 
desire for change 
throughout the 19th 
century  

Dual Revolution 
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!  New inventions 
and innovations  

!  Creation of the 
factory system 

!  Urbanization   

!  New industrial 
workers  

!  New capitalists—  
private individuals 
with extensive 
money invested in 
business enterprises 
& industry  

The Industrial Revolution began in Britain 
during the mid-1700s, and spread to the rest 

of Europe and the U.S. by the early 1800s  
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Workhouse boys in Wales, circa 1815 

Sign above the door of Rollesby 
workhouse in Norfolk  

In the early to mid-1800s, many 
British farmers and their families 

moved from the countryside to the 
city. This rural to urban migration 
was driven by the new economic 

opportunities in the cities from the 
Industrial Revolution. However, 

many of those who migrated to the 
cities ended up in desperate 

poverty. 
The workhouse is where the 
homeless urban poor were 
housed and forced to work 

by wealthy capitalists.  

1822 poster showing 
the food required to a 

run a workhouse 



42 

The economic and social conditions created 
by the Industrial Revolution led to the push 
for reform. Liberals led reform movements 

throughout the world.  
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!  Overthrew the 
Old Regime  !  Leaders believed 
in the equality of all 
French citizens !  Instilled national 
pride, the basis for 
nationalism 

The French Revolution was driven by 
liberal ideals  

Storming of the Bastille, July 1789 
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The Declaration of the Rights of Man, 1789 

!  The Declaration of the 
Rights of Man declared 
that “Men are born and 
remain free and equal in 
rights. Social distinctions 
can be founded only on 
the common utility.” !  The belief in equality 
and liberty are the basis 
for liberalism and 
nationalism !  The French Revolution 
influenced the 
nationalistic movements 
of the 19th century  
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1814-1848 were tumultuous years in European history.  

Different political ideologies battled for control of many 
European nations.  
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When this period began, conservative ideology 
dominated governments in Europe through a 

small elite group of wealthy monarchs, 
noblemen, and hereditary aristocracy.  

George III of England, circa 1800 Family of Carlos IV (of Spain), by Francisco Goya, 1800 
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The success of conservative ruling elites 
during the early part of the 19th century was 

based on how much support they had from all 
groups in society.  

First Estate
Second Estate
Third Estate98% 

1% 
1% 

Population breakdown in France 
prior to the French Revolution, in 

the late 1700s, shows the 
majority of people were in the 
lowest class, the Third Estate 

King Louis XVI was guillotined 
during the French Revolution, 
in part because he would not 
change the Old Regime and 
give the people more power 
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Conservative ideology in the period between 
1814 and 1848 

Conservatives 
advocated: 

!  Tradition   

!  A hereditary 
monarchy  

!  A strong and 
privileged land-
owning aristocracy 

!  An official church 

!  A return to the world 
as it was prior to the 
French Revolution in 
1789 
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!  British statesman  

!  His Reflections on the 
Revolution in France 
condemned the French 
Revolution for destroying 
the traditional 
institutions of the 
monarchy and nobility 

!  Considered one of the 
fathers of modern 
conservatism 

Edmund Burke (1729-1797) 
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Conservatives believed that the most talented and 
best educated should run the government, 

meaning themselves. Most conservatives wanted 
to hold on to their privileges at all costs. 

Duchess of Richmond’s Ball in Brussels, June 
1815 
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Liberal reformers wanted more power and 
freedom for workers, peasants, and the 

middle class.  
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!  Representative  
government  

!  Equality before 
the law 

!  Demanded  
individual 
freedoms such as 
freedom of the 
press, speech, 
assembly and 
freedom from 
arbitrary arrest  

The 19th-century rotary printing press helped 
to spread liberal ideas across Europe. 

Liberalism  
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John Locke (1632-1704)  

!  English philosopher, 
considered one of the 
fathers of liberalism 

!  Claimed that a 
government was legitimate 
only if it had the consent of 
the governed, called a 
social contract.  

!  The government had a 
responsibility to protect the 
life, liberty, and property of 
its citizens.  
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Liberal economic demands were first described by the 
Scottish philosopher Adam Smith in his Inquiry Into 

the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Nations, 
1776.  

Smith, founder of modern economics, was critical of 
18th-century mercantilism which gave unfair privilege 

to private monopolies and government favorites.  
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!  Smith advocated free 
enterprise: individuals 
compete freely in the 
marketplace and therefore 
have equal opportunity to 
succeed.   

!  Smith believed that the end 
result of free, unregulated 
competition would be more 
money for everyone, rather 
than concentrating wealth in 
the hands of the few.   

!  This economic liberalism, 
which called for unrestricted 
private enterprise and no 
regulatory interference by 
government, is known as 
laissez-faire.  
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Unfortunately, many people controlling business 
interests used Smith’s ideas as a justification for 

keeping wages down and government oversight out.  
Businessmen successfully argued that laissez-faire 
meant that they should be able to do whatever they 

wanted in their factories. They fought for and won the 
right to outlaw labor unions, as they claimed unions 

interfered with free competition.  
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!  Most liberals were from the 
new middle class that 
emerged during the 
Industrial Revolution.  

!  Felt reform should be done 
by educated, responsible 
citizens such as themselves.  

!  Few believed that the poor, 
uneducated classes should 
take part in government.   

!  Liberals were generally 
sympathetic to nationalist 
demands for self-
determination. 

Middle-class liberals 
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Conservatives Liberals 
Stressed tradition Wanted change from 

traditional political and 
economic systems 

Wanted to maintain a 
hereditary monarchy 

Representative government 
and male suffrage 

Believed in a strong and 
privileged land-owning 

aristocracy 

Demanded freedom of the 
press, speech, assembly and 

freedom from arbitrary 
arrest for citizens 

Official church recognized by 
the government 

Believed in separation of 
church and state 

Supported mercantilism and 
government involvement in 

business 

Supported free enterprise 
and laissez-faire economic 

doctrine 

Differences between conservatives and 
liberals 
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Radicals  
!  Advocated major 
changes in society 

!  Wanted all people to 
have equal rights, not 
just middle and upper 
classes 

!  Believed the ideals of 
the French and American 
Revolutions should be 
adopted by all European 
governments 

!  Were willing to use 
violence to achieve their 
goals of equality and 
universal male suffrage  

The radical sans-culotte, French Revolution 
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As economic and political ideas were debated, an 
artistic and literary movement known as Romanticism 

flowered. 

This movement was developed partly in reaction to 
political events and partly as a revolt against 

Classicism and the Enlightenment, which stressed 
rationality, order and restraint.  

Two Classical art paintings that are 
very ordered and symmetrical.  
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Romanticism incorporates emotional excess, the free 
play of imagination and spiritual renewal through art, 

especially as represented by an enchantment and 
fascination with nature. 

The Raft 
of the 

Medusa, 
by 

Gericault, 
1824  
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The glorification of the idealism of political radicals 

 Delacroix’s  Liberty leading the People 
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Romantic painters saw the Industrial Revolution as a 
hideous mark on nature and a crushing blow to the 

human spirit. 

The Great Day of His Wrath, by John Martin 
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The passionate ideas of the Romantics were 
expressed in the work of poets and novelists led by 

British poet William Wordsworth (1770–1850) 
I wandered lonely as a cloud  
That floats on high o'er vales and hills,  
When all at once I saw a crowd,  
A host, of golden daffodils;  
Beside the lake, beneath the trees,  
Fluttering and dancing in the breeze.  
 
Continuous as the stars that shine  
And twinkle on the milky way,  
They stretched in never-ending line  
Along the margin of a bay:  
Ten thousand saw I at a glance,  
Tossing their heads in sprightly dance.  
 
The waves beside them danced; but they  
Out-did the sparkling waves in glee:  
A poet could not but be gay,  
In such a jocund company:  
I gazed--and gazed--but little thought  
What wealth the show to me had brought:  
 
For oft, when on my couch I lie  
In vacant or in pensive mood,  
They flash upon that inward eye  
Which is the bliss of solitude;  
And then my heart with pleasure fills,  
And dances with the daffodils.  
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In France, Victor Hugo (1802-1885) was the literary giant 
who led French Romanticism.  

The Hunchback of Notre Dame represents the fascination 
with fantastic characters, strange settings, and human 

emotions. 

Notre Dame Cathedral, Paris, France (Photo 
taken 1909) 
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The Romantic 
goals of free and 
intense emotional 
expression were 
fully realized in 

music.   

Chopin’s 
Revolutionary 

Etude and 
Beethoven’s Third 

Symphony 
exemplify the 

Romantic style. 

Portrait of Chopin, by 
Delacroix, 1838 

Portrait of Beethoven, by 
Stieler, 1819-20 
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Many Romantics were also committed to the ideals of 
nationalism.  

The German Brothers Grimm rescued German fairy tales 
from being forgotten. In Russia, Alexander Pushkin 
(1799-1837), considered the greatest of all Russian 

poets, created a uniquely Russian poetic form. 

Alexander Pushkin 



68 

Archduke Charles of Austria 
with his family, circa 1830 

!  Nationalists were 
individuals who desired self-
determination, or self-rule 
by groups sharing the same 
language, ethnicity, religion 
and culture  

!  During the 19th century 
many lived under the control 
of European monarchs who 
did not share their language, 
ethnicity, religion or culture  

!  For example, the vast 
Austrian Empire 
encompassed many different 
ethnic groups who resented 
the far-away monarch who 
ruled them  

Nationalism  
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The ideology of nationalism developed in 
part as a reaction to the new territorial 
boundaries drawn by the Congress of 

Vienna in 1815, which gave no regard to 
culture, language, or religion in the region.  
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Nationalists with a 
shared cultural 
unity wanted 

political unity as 
well. 

They wanted their 
cultural territory 

to match their 
political 

boundaries. 

The Irish Vagrants, by W. H. Deverell, circa 1850 
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Nationalist 
supporters believed 
that every nation, 

like every 
individual, had the 

right to develop 
according to its 
own spirit and 

character.   

They believed that 
free, self-

determined nations 
could and would co-
exist peacefully and 

harmoniously.  

French historian Jules Michelet said 
in The People in 1846, each citizen 

“learns to recognize his country… as 
a note in the grand concert; through 
it he himself participates and loves 

the world.” 
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All of Europe was affected by nationalism and 
liberalism, but the impact was felt differently in 

different nations with their unique histories, 
cultures and political traditions. 
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!  Though liberals favored 
representative government, 
most also believed that 
property qualifications be 
attached to the right to vote.   

!  This meant that voting would 
be restricted to a small group of 
aristocrats, business owners 
and professionals.  

!  Shopkeepers, workers, clerks, 
artisans and peasants could not 
meet the land requirements and 
therefore would not be allowed 
to vote.  

French King Louis XVIII 

British Parliament  

Peasant life  

Revolutions were also driven by 
a desire for universal suffrage 
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The tension between conservatives, liberals 
and radical republicans boiled over throughout 

Europe.  

!  The populace 
attempted to achieve 
democratic reforms and 
nationalistic goals.  

!   Almost all were 
ultimately unsuccessful.   

!  Initial victories by 
liberals and radicals 
over conservative elites 
were often undone by 
conflict over whose 
ideas would dictate 
policy. 

Peterloo Massacre, Manchester, England, August 1819 
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The goals of national sovereignty and 
political freedom led to the explosive events 
occurring between 1820 and 1848, when a 
series of political upheavals rocked Europe. 
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v Prussia  

v Greece  

v France  

v Belgium 

v Poland 
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!  Despite Metternich’s 
efforts to control dissent, 
students at German 
universities began to 
agitate for liberal reform 
and the unification of the 
German people.   

!  Metternich responded by 
persuading representatives 
of the German 
Confederation to pass the 
Karlsbad Decrees in 1819.   

!  These laws restricted 
freedom of the press and 
suppressed freedom of 
speech. 

Prussia  



78 Peter Fendi, German Scene, circa 
1820  

During this 
period of 

upheaval, many 
German liberals 
also began to 

demand reforms 
and 

constitutions 
from their 
leaders.  
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The Karlsbad Decrees 
successfully crushed 

dissent in Germany for 
nearly a generation.  

Meanwhile, trouble 
sprang up in other areas 

of Europe. 

Excerpt from The Karlsbad Decrees, 1819: 

So long as this decree shall remain in force no 
publication which appears in the form of daily issues, 
or as a serial not exceeding twenty sheets of printed 

matter, shall go to press in any state of the union 
without the previous knowledge and approval of the 

state officials.  



80 

Beginning in the 15th 
century, the Muslim 

Ottoman Empire 
expanded east and 

west, conquering the 
peoples in its path.   

The empire extended 
into central and 

southern Europe by 
the mid-1500s.  

By 1529, it reached 
into eastern Europe 

as far as Vienna.  The Ottoman Empire, 1801 

Throughout the Ottoman Empire’s European 
territories, European nationals resisted 

Ottoman control. In 1821, Greek nationalists 
revolted against Ottoman Turk rule.  
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!  Ancient Greek 
culture greatly 
influenced 
Western 
civilization. 

!  The Ottoman 
Empire ruled 
Greece for nearly 
400 years.  

!  In 1821, 
Greeks revolted 
against their 
Turkish 
conquerors. The Massacre at Chios  (1824), by Eugene Delacroix.  

(20,000 Greeks were killed by Turks on the island of 
Chios.)  

Greece 
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!  Metternich tried to 
prevent his European 
allies from aiding 
them, but Greek 
culture was admired 
throughout Western 
Europe 

!  In 1827, the British, 
French, and Russians 
defeated the Ottoman 
fleet at the Battle of 
Navarino 

!  This victory in 
Greece gave hope and 
inspiration to liberals 
and nationalists 
elsewhere  

By 1830 the Greeks gained their independence 

Greece, 1984 
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In 1820, liberal reformers in the Italian 
kingdoms of Naples and the Two Sicilies 
forced the king to issue a constitution.  

In 1821, the Austrian army, sent with Metternich’s 
support, marched into Naples to restore the king to 

power. The Austrian army suppressed the nationalists.  

Flag of the Kingdom of 
the Two Sicilies, 

1738-1848 
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In 1823, the French army helped 
the king of Spain suppress 

liberals. 

From Goya’s Disaster of War series 
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The Congress of Vienna recognized Louis XVIII as the 
legitimate king of France. Louis sought a compromise 

between liberals and conservatives. He knew the 
people would not accept an absolute monarchy after 

the French Revolution.  

!  He agreed to sign 
the Constitution of 
1814, which 
guaranteed individual 
freedoms and an 
elected legislature.   

!  Still, voting rights 
were extremely 
limited to the very 
wealthy.  

Louis XVIII of France 
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This compromise 
was unacceptable 

to Louis’ 
reactionary 

brother Charles.  

When Louis died in 
1824, Charles 
assumed the 

throne as Charles 
X and restored 
France’s Old 

Regime, warning 
that the 

constitution 
“cannot possibly 
prevent me from 
having my way.” 

Charles X of France 
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Charles X tried to pressure the legislature to pay 
French nobles for land lost during the revolution. The 
legislature refused, so Charles dissolved it and called 

for new elections in 1824. 

!  Voters chose liberal 
legislators who opposed 
Charles’ conservative 
policies.  

!  Angry and unable to 
control the new legislature, 
Charles issued the July 
Ordinances.  

!  These laws disbanded 
the legislature, ended 
freedom of the press, and 
further restricted the right 
to vote.   

!  French newspapers 
urged the people to resist.  

Charles X 
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!  On July 28, 1830, 
riots broke out in 
Paris.  

!  In what has 
become known as the 
July Revolution, 
university students, 
workers, and middle- 
class liberals 
barricaded the 
streets.   

!  When the French 
army refused to fire 
on the demonstrators 
and instead joined 
them, Charles 
abdicated the throne 
and fled to England.   

Victor Hugo’s 
masterpiece Les 

Miserables is set in 
France’s riots and unrest 

of the 1830s and 40s. 
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!  Middle-class liberal  
legislators wanted to 
avoid foreign invasion 
and established a 
constitutional monarchy 
with Louis Philippe, a 
cousin of Charles X, as 
king in August 1830. 

!  This ended the July 
Revolution in France, 
but stories of the 
uprising were widely 
circulated throughout 
Europe and influenced 
other liberals and 
nationalists. 

Louis Philippe, King of France, 1830-1848  
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The Belgians were 
French-speaking 

Catholics ruled by a 
Protestant, Dutch-

speaking king.  

The Congress of Vienna 
made Belgium part of 

the Netherlands to 
guarantee a strong 
border with France.  

The rebellion began 
August 25, 1830, after 
an opera, La Muette de 

Portici, sparked 
nationalist fervor.  

In 1830, Belgian nationalists rioted in Brussels  
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!  The Dutch sent their 
army, but Brussels 
remained free and 
declared independence.  

!  Other European 
nations were reluctant 
to support the Belgian 
cause, as most were 
facing nationalist 
movements at home.  

!  By the end of 1830, 
Belgium’s 
independence was 
recognized, and the 
Treaty of London in 
1839 made its borders 
official. 

Belgian Coat of Arms 
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Nationalist revolts in Greece and Belgium 
succeeded in part because of strong support 

from the middle class.  
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!  In other places, the 
revolutions of 1830 were not 
successful.  

!  Polish nationals started a 
revolt in Warsaw to gain 
independence from Russia in 
1830.  

!  The Poles were internally 
divided, and neither Britain 
nor France provided help as 
they had for the Greeks and 
Belgians.  

!  Russia crushed the revolt, 
executed its leaders, and 
imposed harsh rule in 
Poland.  Polish Coat of 

Arms 

 

 

 

 

Poland  
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As in Paris, university students, workers, and middle-
class liberals in other parts of Europe joined together.  

Among their demands were an end to feudalism, 
national constitutions, and the dismissal of Metternich.  

It was not until 1848 that major uprisings occurred.  
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v Sicily  

v Hungary  

v Czechoslovakia 

v Austria  

v Russia  

v France 

v Sweden  

v Switzerland  

v Austria  



96 

The first revolt in 1848 occurred in January in 
Sicily. Revolutionaries overthrew the Sicilian 

king, and in other Italian states, revolutionaries 
forced their rulers to grant liberal constitutions.  
In Rome, Italian nationalists forced the pope to 

flee into exile after he refused to support a 
unified Italy for fear of offending Roman 

Catholic Austria. 
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!  Under the rule of 
Louis Philippe, only the 
wealthy could vote, 
which angered the 
people.   

!  Radical republicans 
and liberals organized 
secret societies to end 
the monarchy. 

!  In February of 1848, 
mobs barricaded the 
streets as they had in 
1830.  

!  King Louis Philippe 
abdicated his throne. 

Louis Philippe is flattened in the jaws of a 
hand press.  Drawing by Daumier, 1833. 

French King Louis Philippe abdicated the throne  
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During the turmoil of the uprising, 
revolutionary leaders set up a provisional 

(temporary) government which included the 
socialist Louis Blanc.  

!  Under socialism, society 
as a whole, rather than 
private individuals, would 
own most of the property 
and operate many 
businesses.   

!  Blanc believed that 
through socialism, the 
rights of all people would 
be protected and all would 
be guaranteed jobs. 
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In response to socialist demands, the government set 
up national workshops to provide jobs for the 

unemployed. More than 120,000 people flocked to 
Paris to sign up for these jobs, which mostly entailed 

building public works. The government gave relief 
payments to those it didn’t have jobs to employ. 
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Paying for these national workshops and relief was 
expensive, so the government imposed heavy taxes on 

property.   

This taxation in turn angered the middle class as well as 
the land-owning peasants, who both blamed the 

socialists for what they saw as unfair financial hardship.   

When elections were held for a national assembly, 
moderates representing middle-class interests won a 

majority. They quickly disbanded the national workshops. 
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June Days, 1848 

!  The lower class revolted at 
the closing of the workshops 

!  Troops, sent by the middle-
class-dominated government, 
crushed the rebellion 

!  The middle class and land-
owning peasants fought the 
lower-class workers in part 
because they feared 
revolutionary forces would 
seize their wealth and land 

!  Thousands were killed in 
what many refer to as a class 
conflict 
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After fighting during 
the June Days 

ended, the National 
Assembly issued a 
new constitution 
which guaranteed 

universal male 
suffrage, or voting 
rights for all men, 

and an elected 
legislature and 

president. 

The first presidential 
election was held 
December 1848. 
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!  Louis Napoleon promised 
jobs to workers, encouraged 
trade, built railroads, 
defended property rights, 
and supported the Roman 
Catholic Church.  

!  He declared himself 
Napoleon III, Emperor of 
France, in 1851.  

!  This began the Second 
Empire in France.  

A huge majority of voters selected Louis 
Napoleon, nephew of Napoleon Bonaparte, 

as president of the Second Republic  
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Louis Napoleon sent troops into 
Rome and restored the pope to 

power. Though the Italian 
revolts were crushed, Italian 

nationalists retained the dream 
of a united Italy and looked to 

Sardinia, which alone had 
managed to keep the liberal 
constitution won in 1848. 

Charles Albert, King of Sardinia, 
1831-1849 

Location of Sardinia 
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Ferdinand I Karl Leopold Joseph Franz Marchlin,                    
Emperor of Austria, King of Hungary and Bohemia, 

1835-1848 

The Austrian empire, under the Habsburg dynasty, 
was facing economic, social, and ethnic conflicts.   

!  Germans, Hungarians, Slavs, 
Poles, Czechs, Slovaks, 
Romanians, Serbs, Italians, 
and Croats lived within its 
borders.  

!  Weak, epileptic Emperor 
Ferdinand was placed on the 
Austrian throne by Metternich, 
to preserve the throne’s 
legitimacy and Habsburg 
control.  

!  Metternich and other 
Habsburgs controlled Austria’s 
governing regent’s council and 
made decisions for the empire. 
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Revolts in Vienna spread among nationalist 
groups in other parts of the vast Austrian empire.  
In Hungary, the Magyars demanded a constitution 

and a separate Hungarian government.  

Sándor Petőfi of Hungary, fighter 
for Magyar nationalism, circa 

1845 

Location of Hungary 
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In Bohemia, the Czechs 
issued nationalist 

demands.   

Nationalists in Lombardy 
and Venetia in Italy also 
revolted against Austria 

and demanded 
independence. 

Uniforms of the Prague National Guard 
and student legions from the 

revolution in 1848 

Location of Bohemia 
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Austria, 
overwhelmed by the 
number and size of 
the revolts, granted 

the wishes of the 
Magyars and Czechs 

and withdrew its 
troops from Northern 

Italy.   

It appeared these 
popular uprisings 
would lead to the 

reforms that liberals 
had been calling for 

years. 

Crowd in front of the 
National Museum, 

Budapest, Hungary, 1848 
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The Czechs joined with 
the Austrian army to 

occupy Prague.   

By June 1848, Austria 
regained control of 

Bohemia.   

In October, troops of 
the Austrian empire 

bombarded Vienna and 
crushed the revolution 

there. 
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 In March 1848, a demonstration in Prussian Berlin led 
police to open fire on a crowd. Working and middle-class 
liberals set up barricades. Frederick William IV, king of 

Prussia, was astounded.  

He responded to 
the news of the 
demonstrations, 
“It cannot be. 
My people love 

me.”   

In order to avert 
more bloodshed, 

Frederick 
William 

withdrew his 
troops with a 

promise of 
reform.  

Street Barricade in Berlin, March 1848 
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!  Though the Prussians 
elected an assembly and 
drafted a constitution, a rift 
soon developed between the 
moderate middle class and 
the more radical workers.   

!  Also, seeing Austria’s 
success in restoring its 
power, Frederick William IV 
decided to send troops back 
into Berlin.  

!  He dissolved the National 
Assembly and issued his own 
constitution which provided 
for an elected legislature and 
universal male voting rights. Frederick William IV 
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!  In mid 1848, delegates 
from the various German 
states met in Frankfurt as a 
national parliament.   

!  They issued a constitution 
and offered the crown of a 
united Germany to the 
Prussian king, Frederick 
William IV.  

!  To their surprise and 
disappointment, he refused to 
accept the crown because it 
wasn’t offered by the 
German princes.  

!  He then sent an army into 
Frankfurt and disbanded the 
Parliament, ending this early 
attempt to unite Germany. 

Cheering Revolutionaries, March 
1848 

German nationalists attempted to unite the people 
of Germany 

Debate in the  Parliament 
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!  The failed German 
revolution of 1848 
stimulated emigration 
to America.  
!  Although conditions 
in the German states 
were not as bad as in 
Ireland, crop failures, 
inheritance laws, high 
rents, high prices, and 
the effects of the 
Industrial Revolution 
led to widespread 
poverty and suffering.  

German city with no people on 
the streets as a statement on the 

out-migration, circa 1850 
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!  Though more difficult 
to eliminate, Hungary 
was also delivered 
back to Austrian 
control.   

!  Austria achieved this 
by cleverly exploiting 
the differences 
between the Magyars 
and the Croats, a 
Slavic people who also 
lived in Hungary.  

With the help of the Croats and the Russian Czar’s 
army, the Austrians defeated the Magyars in August of 

1849 

A Magyar (Hungarian) allegory,  by Olaj 
Vászon, 1831 
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v Crimean War 

v Risorgimento 

v Kingdom of the Two Sicilies 

v Otto von Bismarck 

v Danish-Prussian War 

v Austro-Prussian War 

v North German Confederation 

v Franco-Prussian War 

v Maps of the new German state 

v Long-term consequences of nationalism 
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!   The Crimean War paved the way for the 
unification of both Italy and Germany.  

!   The war did away with the Concert of Europe in 
which Austria and Russia used their power to maintain 
the status quo in Europe. 

!   The war shattered the alliance between the two 
nations and they became rivals instead of allies. They 
were no longer able to block the unification of Italy 
and Germany. 

!   The Crimean War began when Britain and France 
joined the Ottoman Empire against Russia after Russia 
invaded the Ottoman provinces of Moldavia and 
Wallachia.  

!   The Russians were defeated and withdrew from 
European affairs for the next 20 years. 

The Crimean War: 1853-1856 
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Crimea Russia’s long-term goal was to 
obtain a warm water port by 

gaining control of the Bosporus 
Strait. 
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Scenes from the Crimean War 
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!   In the mid-19th century, Italy was made up of several 
small independent states under the domination of 
Austria.  

!   In 1852, King Victor Emmanuel II of Piedmont, Nice, 
Savoy, and Sardinia appointed Camillo di Cavour as his 
prime minister. 

!   Cavour's goal was to have Piedmont lead the Italian 
unification movement. He believed that Piedmont could 
never defeat Austria, so he made an alliance with 
Napoleon III, Emperor of France. 

!   In 1859, Austria and Piedmont went to war. France 
helped Piedmont defeat Austria and was given the 
Piedmont provinces of Nice and Savoy for its help. 

!   Three other northern Italian states merged with 
Piedmont in the next few years. 

Italy: the Italian unification movement was 
known as Risorgimento (Italian for revival)  
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King Victor Emmanuel II  Camillo di Cavour  
Napoleon III 

Giuseppe 
Garibaldi: 

His 
volunteer 

Italian 
army 

defeated 
an 

Austrian 
army 

during the 
war.  

Napoleon III at the 1859 Battle of Solferino  
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Kingdom of the Two Sicilies 

Piedmont 
Sardinia 
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!   For Italy to be united, the large 
Italian state, the Kingdom of the 
Two Sicilies, had to be conquered.  

!   Giuseppe Garibaldi, a colorful and 
popular revolutionary, fought in 
South America, and raised a small 
army (Red Shirts) in 1861 to invade 
Sicily.  With the assistance of a 
British fleet, he conquered Sicily. 

!   Next he moved to the Italian 
mainland. A Sardinian army entered 
the war and won several victories.   

!  In February 1861, Victor 
Emmanuel II was declared king of 
Italy. 

!   It took more battles and 
diplomacy, but Italy became a 
united nation in 1870 with Rome as 
its capital. 

Kingdom of the Two Sicilies 
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The 
nation 

of 
Italy 
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!   Attempts to unify Germany along a liberal, democratic 
model failed in 1848.   

!   The emergence of Prussia as the most powerful German 
state became the focus of renewed unification attempts 
after 1848. 

!   The Prussian king William I in 1862 appointed Count 
Otto von Bismarck as prime minister in 1862. 

!   Bismarck and King William were both militarists. They  
wanted large powerful armies and the country to be run 
along military lines. 

!   Bismarck, ignoring the Prussian legislature, began 
raising taxes and enlarging the army. 

!   Bismarck said: “The great questions of the day will not 
be settled by means of speeches and majority decisions 
but by iron and blood.”  He went on to use military force 
to gain his objective: a unified Germany ruled by Prussian 
kings. 



125 

Bismarck’s plan to unify Germany 
involved showing the other German 

states that Prussian military power and 
leadership was the only path to German 

unification. To accomplish this he 
initiated a series of wars and 

diplomatic efforts that achieved his 
goal in 1871. 

Bismarck’s Wars and Diplomacy 
1. Bismarck supported Russia in suppressing 

the Polish uprising. This gained him 
Russia’s support for his unification plans: 
1863 

2. Danish-Prussian War: 1864 

3. Austro–Prussian War (Seven Weeks’ War): 
1866 

4. Formation of the North German Federation: 
1867  

5. Franco-Prussian War: 1871 

6. Formation of the German Empire: 1871 

Otto von Bismarck 

King William 
(Wilhelm) I 
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Danish-Prussian War: 1864 

Austrian troops fought with Prussia against 
Denmark 

In 1864 Prussia and 
Austria attacked 

Denmark.  

Denmark was quickly 
defeated and forced to 
give up the provinces 
of Schleswig-Holstein.    

Schleswig 

Holstein 
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!   Within a few years of 
defeating Denmark, Prussia and 
Austria argued over Schleswig-
Holstein.   

!   Bismarck realized that Austria 
stood in the way of a unified 
Germany under Prussian 
domination. Austria was ruled 
by Germans, but they made up 
only 12% of the population and 
Bismarck did not want them in a 
new German state. 

!   Bismarck used the argument 
to force Austria into a war which 
Prussia won in seven weeks of 
intense fighting.  

!   Most of the German states 
fought on Austria’s side because 
they feared Prussian militarism. 

Austro-Prussian War (Seven Weeks’ War): 1866 
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North German Confederation: 1867 
!   Austria left the German Confederation, giving up any 
claim of leadership in a future German nation. Prussia 
gave Austria lenient terms in order to win Austria’s 
support for German unification.  

!   Prussia then formed the North German Confederation. 
The Confederation was based on a federal-style 
constitution with each state keeping its own local 
government for local affairs, while Prussia handled 
national, military and foreign decisions. 

!   The Southern German states joined a Prussian-
dominated customs union but were reluctant to go any 
further in joining the Confederation.  Bismarck thought 
they would change their minds if there was a patriotic 
war against France, whom the southern German states 
feared. 

!   Bismarck engineered a crisis and forced France to 
declare war on Prussia in 1870. 
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North German Federation 
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Franco-Prussian War: 1870-1871 
!   Bismarck edited the telegram known as the Ems  
Dispatch to anger the French and push them into 
declaring war on Prussia. 

!   Prussia was prepared for the war and quickly 
mobilized armies and invaded eastern France.  The 
southern German states, honoring their alliance with the 
Northern Confederation, also declared war on France. 

!   Within two months, Prussian armies defeated the 
main French forces and Napoleon III was captured. 

!   The capital city of Paris held out until January of 
1871, but was forced to surrender and end the war. 

!   Prussia, against Bismarck’s recommendation, 
imposed harsh peace terms on the French, who were 
required to give up the provinces of Alsace and Lorraine 
and pay billions of dollars in reparations to get the 
Prussian army out of France. 
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The Siege of Paris, September 19, 1870–January 28, 1871  
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Lorraine 

Alsace 

Germany 

France 

Bismarck was against 
Germany taking Alsace-

Lorraine from France.  He 
believed, correctly, that 
the French would start 

another war in the future 
to get it back.   

French desire for revenge 
and return of the two 
provinces were major 
causes of World War I, 

43 years later. 

Germany 
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Map details 
growth of 
Germany, 

1866-1871 
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William (Wilhelm) I was proclaimed German emperor in 
the Hall of Mirrors at the Palace of Versailles,                    

January 18, 1871.                                                               
This signaled the beginning of the modern nation of 

Germany and the road to two World wars.  
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Nationalism had a dark and dangerous side. Many 
nationalists could not resist a sense of “we” and “they.”  

If each group was proudly promoting its uniqueness, 
character and spirit, this inevitably led to claims of 
superiority through comparisons with others, and a 

dangerous sense of national mission. 

Nationalism 
was a major 

cause of 
World War I 

in 1914 


