Mother’s Day

By
J. B. Priestley

Background/ Setting:

All the action in this play takes palce
in the comfortably furnished living
room of the Pearsons’ House, a semi-
detatched villa in a London suburb in
the afternoon. Mrs. Pearson and Mrs.
Fitzgerald are sitting opposite each
other at the small table, on which are
two tea-cups and saucers and the cards
with which Mrs Fitzgerald has been
telling Mrs Pearson’s fortune.

Characters:

There are five major characters:

e Mrs. Anne Pearson: A timid and
confused lady in her forties; devoted
housewife and enjoys serving her
husband and children

e George Pearson: Mrs. Pearson’s spoilt
husband

e Doris Pearson: Mrs. Pearson’s 'spoilt'
daughter.

e Cyril Pearson: Mrs. Pearson’s son;
also ‘spoilt’

e Mrs. Fitzgerald: Mrs. Pearson’s tarot
card-reading neighbour

Themes:

Status of women in their own
household

Unsung roles women play in the
family

Selfless sacrifice of women for their
families

Comical satire

Magic Realism




