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Do you think there are different roles 
for boys and girls in the society?

Being a boy or girl becomes important 
identity in society we grow

It teaches us what type of behaviour a girl 
or boy should have
StereotypesGirls can only do 

housework

Girls should be soft 
spoken and shy

Girls don’t have a 
scientific mind Boys should not cry

Boys should  only 
take subjects like 

Maths and 
Science 

Technical 
Mind



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• From Class VI onwards, boys and girls went to separate schools

The girls’ school was designed 
very differently from the boys’ 

school. They had a central 
courtyard where they played in 

total seclusion

The boys’ school had no 
such courtyard and our 
playground was just a 

big space attached to the 
school

Every evening, once school was over, the boys watched as hundreds of school girls crowded 
the narrow streets. 

As these girls walked on the streets, they looked so purposeful. This was unlike the boys who 
used the streets as a place to stand around idling, to play, to try out tricks with their bicycles. 

For the girls, the street was simply a place to get straight home

Growing up in 
Samoa in the 1920’s

Growing up as 
girls and boys 

in Samoan 
Island

Babies  
learnt

From elder 
siblings or 

adults

Children did 
not go to 

school

Fishing was 
main 

activity

Therefore 
children 

were taught 
long fishing 
expeditions

They learnt 
these things 
at different 

points in 
their 

childhood.

As soon as babies started walking mothers stopped looking 
after them

Both girls and boys of 5 years age took over this responsibility

By the time a boy was about nine years old, he joined the 
older boys in learning outdoor jobs 

Girls had to continue looking after small children or do 
errands for adults till they were teenagers. But, once they 
became teenagers they had much more freedom.

After the age of fourteen or so, girls also went on fishing 
trips, worked in the plantations, learnt how to weave baskets. 

Cooking was done in special cooking-houses, where boys 
were supposed to do most of the work while girls helped with 
the preparations.

VALUING HOUSEWORK

devalued

Care 
giving 
tasks

Look 
after 

family

Mostly done by women

Care giving tasks

Devalued

Not paid for it

Main stereotype is that it naturally comes to 
women

It is not counted as real work.



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DOMESTIC WORK

Strenuous  

Long
working 

hours

Physical
work

Life of 
domestic 
worker

Mostly 
women

Ill- treated

Not valued

Lack of 
nutritious 

food 

Time 
consuming

Little or no 
wages

GROWING UP AS 
GIRLS AND BOYS

Case study

Samoan Island  Madhya 
Pradesh

Girls and Boys

Society makes 
clear distinctions 
between girls and 

boys
It begins right 

from childhood

Roles men and 
women play are 

not valued 
equally

Valuing 
housework

Work done by women within 
the household is not recognised 

as work.

Most of them are 
women, young 
boys or girls

Domestic workers

Low wages

Not valued


