
UNITED NATIONS AND ITS ORGANISATIONS



Learning Objectives

•Need for international Organisation

•Evolution of United Nations

•Principal Organs

•Key Agencies

•Security Council and need for its expansion



Need for international Organisation

• International organisations help with matters of war and peace.

• They also help countries cooperate to make better living conditions for all.

• International Organisations can help their member states resolve their disputes 
peacefully.

• There are issues so challenging that that they can be dealt with when everyone 
works together. International organisations help ensure cooperation on such 
issues. 



Need for international Organisation



EVOLUTION OF THE UN



Member states of UN

• 26th June 1945- Signing of the UN Charter by 50 nations (Poland signed on 
October 15, so the UN has 51 original founding members). 

• 30th October 1945- India joins the UN. 

• January 2020- There are 193 member states. 



THE United nations system



principal organs



GENERAL ASSEMBLY

• Representatives of all 193 member states each with one vote.

• Major decisions require a two-thirds majority. 

• Decisions not binding on UN members. 



security council

• There are 15 members-

• Five permanent with veto rights- and ten non-permanent members elected by 
the General assembly for two year terms.

• Decisions binding on all UN members. 

• Permanent members- United States, Russia, United Kingdom, France and 
China.

• These states were selected as permanent members as they were the most 
powerful  immediately after the Second World War and because they 
constituted the victors in the war.



security council- VETO POWER

Veto is a negative vote- In taking decisions Security Council proceeds by voting.
All members have one vote. However, the permanent members can vote in a
negative manner so that even if all other permanent and non-permanent
members’ negative vote can stall decision.



secretariat

• International Staff servicing the other principal organs.

• Headed by the Secretary General, who is appointed by the General Assembly
on the recommendation of the Security Council for a five year renewable term.

• UN’s most visible public figure and the representative head is the Secretary
General.

• Present Secretary General is Antonio Guterres. He is the ninth Secretary
general of the UN.

• He took over as the Secretary General on 1st January 2017. He is from Portugal.



secretary General



International court of Justice

• Fifteen judges elected for nine years by absolute majority in both the
General assembly and the Security Council.

• Based in The Hague.



ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL

• Member states elected by the General assembly for overlapping three year
terms.

• 54 seats based on geographical locations.



Trusteeship Council

• Suspended on November 1994.

• Suspended after the independence of Palau, the last UN trust
territory.



Key Agencies of UN

• World Health Organisation (WHO)

• United Nations Development program (UNDP)

• United Nations Human Rights Commission (UNHRC)

• United nations High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR)

• United nations Children's Fund (UNICEF)

• United nations Educational, scientific and Cultural Organisation
(UNESCO)

• International Labour Organization (ILO)

• Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)



UNesco

• The UNESCO was established on 4 November 1946.

• With its Headquarters in Paris, France, UNESCO is a special body of
the UN whose main objective is to promote education, natural
science, society and anthropology, culture and communication.

• During past several years, the special work done by UNESCO has
been to promote literacy, educational training and independent
media etc. all across its member nations.



UNicef

• The UNICEF was established in 1946 by UNGA as a body whose main
task was to collect emergency funds for children and to help in their
development work all across the world.

• Apart from this, UNICEF helps and encourages the works that
promote children’s health and better life in all parts of the world.

• With its Headquarters in New York, United States, UNICEF has been
working successfully in almost all 193 countries of the world.



ILO
• The International Labour Organisation was founded in October 1919.

• With its Headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland, it is a body of the UN
which aims to promote efficient conditions of social justice and work
for workers through international labour standards at the global
level.

• In addition, there is an incentive for women and male workers to
engage in productive work and to create safety, parity and self-
respectful conditions for them at workplace.
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