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AUTHOR,TEXT, AND TITLE

•Author:
•A.R. Williams- science fiction writer
•senior writer in the National Geographic magazine
•Title:
•Tutankhamun- an Egyptian Pharaoh (1343-1325BC)
•Saga- long story of events
•Text:
•desire to know and analyse the roots of civilisation
•archaeological research
•forensic reconstruction
•comprehensive awareness of ancient Egyptian culture



SERIES OF EVENTS
An Overview

•Rediscovering Tut after 3300 years
•Howard Carter’s work on Tut’s mummy
•Archaeology and its progressive changes
•Two questions still unanswered about Tut
•Tut’s lineage and rule
•Egyptian Mummy Project



TUTANKHAMUN: an Egyptian
Pharaoh (1343-1325BC)

Saga: long story of events

• a teenager when he
died
• successor of the
powerful Pharaoh
Dynasty
• tomb - discovered in
1922
• body was to undergo a
CT scan which would
give new information
and clues about his life
and death



•Beginning- strange, unnatural,
ominous: angry wind, ghostly dust
devils, dark bellied clouds, veiling the
stars
•On 5 January 2005: King Tut’s
mummy was placed in the CT scanner
to investigate the mystery behind his
death which had occurred more than
3300 years ago
•Tomb: rock cut tomb, 26 feet
underground, murals on the wall
•Tourists: arrived to pay their respects,
wondered about the pharaoh’s curse
•comprehensive awareness of ancient
Egyptian culture
•Howard Carter’s experiments resented
•The ancient Egyptians believed that
there was life after death. That is why
the Pharaohs were buried with the
tremendous amount of wealth including
things of daily use so that they could use
them in their life after death
•It was also believed that gold would
guarantee their resurrection



• Carter’s investigation was resented: he
conducted his experiment with scientific
detachment and gave more importance to
the preservation of the exclusively crafted
gold ornaments adorning king tut rather
than preserving his mummy which could
have led to the unraveling of the mystery
associated with his life and death
• had to chisel away the solidified resins to
raise the king’s remains
• Tut’s body was buried along with gilded
treasures

•Tut’s body has been subjected 
to repeated scrutiny
•advances in technology that 
have improved forensic analysis
• Results of the X-ray- front 
limbs and breast bone were 
missing
•CT- provides a three 
dimensional view



grandfather

• AMENHOTEP III

father

• AMENHOTEP IV/
• AKHENATEN

boyish 
pharaoh

• TUTANKHATEN/
• TUTANKHAMUN

Tut’s lineage and rule

initiated one of the 
strangest periods in the 
history of ancient Egypt

promoted the worship of the

Aten, the sun disk

moved the religious capital from
the old city of Thebes to the new
city of Akhetaten

attacked Amun- smashed his
images and closed his temples



•First mummies to be 
scanned- in death as in 
life…
•Curse-death or misfortune 
falling upon those who 
disturbed him

•CT machine- donated 
by National Geographic 
Society and Simens
•Results of the CT scan



QUESTIONS FOR PRACTICE

1. What was the pharaoh’s curse?
2. What unforeseen problem did Carter encounter when he reached King Tut’s

mummy?
3. How did Carter separate Tut’s mummy from the coffin?
4. What startling fact was revealed in 1968?
5. Why was Tut’s body buried along with gilded treasures?
6. Why did the boy king change his name from Tutankhaten to Tutankhamun?
7. What did Amenhotep IV do when he became the pharaoh?
8. What are the two biggest questions still lingering about Tutankhamun?
9. What were the findings of the CT scan?
10.Which evidence proves the burial of Tut in March/April?


