


ISSAC ASIMOV 
Isaac Asimov was an American 

writer and professor of 

biochemistry at Boston 

University. He was known for 

his works of science fiction 

and popular science. Asimov 

was a prolific writer who wrote 

or edited more than 500 books 

and an estimated 90,000 

letters and postcards. Asimov 

wrote hard science fiction. 













crinkly: with many folds or lines, something that is 

crushed. 

attic: a space just below the roof, used as a 

storeroom 

scornful: contemptuous; showing you think something 

is worthless, show your dislike for something 

slot: a given space, time or position 

geared (to): adjusted to a particular standard or level[ 

blanked out: it has been erased 

loftily: in a superior way 

regular: here, normal; of the usual kind 

betcha(informal): (I) bet you (in fast speech): I'm sure 



The story opens with Margie writing in her diary about 

an old book that Tommy had found. Margie was 

reminded of her grandfather who had once talked 

about his grandfather who went to an actual school 

where the students were taught by human teachers. 



However, Margie and Tommy lived in the future world,in the 

year 2157 where education was completely computerized. They 

did not go to schools. Instead, they had a special study room 

where a computer taught them. The computer teacher was 

programmed and adjusted according to the needs of each 

child. Now and then the computer teacher developed faults 

which were fixed by a County Inspector. 

Both Tommy and Margie 

wondered at the book found by 

Tommy in his attic. They 

wondered at it as they read 

books on the screen of their 

computer teacher. Margie felt 

that the computer teacher was 

boring; she disliked the 

mechanical teaching and 

learning. She also wondered 

how much fun it would be 

studying in a school. Studying in 

a fun way, with other children 

and that too from a human 

teacher. 



1. How old are Margie and Tommy? 

A. Margie and Tommy live in the future, in the year 2157. They 
are neighbours and spend time together. Margie is a girl of 
eleven years of age while Tommy is a boy of thirteen.  
 

2. What did Margie write in her diary? 

A. On 17 May 2157, Margie wrote that that day Tommy had 
found a real book in the attic of his house. It was an old 
book with yellow, crinkly pages.  

 
3. Had Margie ever seen a book before? 

A. No, Margie had not seen a book before the one found by 
Tommy in his house. She had only heard from her grandfather 
that his grandfather went to school as a boy and that they read 
books that were printed on paper. 




