




The term Agriculture is derived 
from two Latin words ager or 
agri meaning soil and 
cultura meaning cultivation. 

Agriculture is an applied science 
which encompasses all aspects of 
crop production including 
horticulture, livestock rearing, 
fisheries, forestry, etc.

Agriculture is a primary activity. In 

the world, 50 per cent of persons 

are engaged in agricultural activity. 

Two-thirds of India’s population is 

still dependent on agriculture.











INTENSIVE SUBSISTENCE PRIMITIVE SUBSISTENCE

It includes: 

• Shifting Cultivation -

A plot of land is cleared by felling the trees and burning them. 

The ashes are then mixed with the soil and crops like maize, 

yam, potatoes and cassava are grown. After the soil loses its 

fertility, the land is abandoned and the cultivator moves to a 

new plot. Shifting cultivation is also known as ‘slash and burn’ 

agriculture. 

• Nomadic Herding-

In this type of farming, herdsmen 

move from place to place with 

their animals for fodder and 

water, along defined routes. 

Sheep, camel, yak and goats are 

most reared. 




























